
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 276 487 JC 870 014

AUTHOR Mahoney, James
TITLE Fact Booklet on Community, Technical, and Junior

Colleges: Access with Excellence.
INSTITUTION American Association of Community and Junior

Colleges, WaShington, D.C.
PUB DATE [86]
NOTE 20p,
PUB TYPE Viewpoints (120)

EDRS PRICE MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
DESCRIPTORS *Community Colleges; *Educational Finance;

Enrollment; Enrollment Trends; Foreign Students; _

*Institutional Characteristics; Part Time Students;
*Student Characteristics; Two Year Colleges; Two Year
College Students

ABSTRACT
This compilation of quotations and information about

the 1,222 community, technical, and junior colleges in the United
States focuses on enrollment, students,_finances, and institutional
characteristics and contributions. The first_sections_provide
quotations from Ronald Reagan_and_other political leaders regarding
the_educational role_and impact of the community college. After the
essential_elements of the community college philosophy are stated,
data are provided showing the number of colleges and their enrollment
ranges; credit and nnncredit heath. -unti enrollment trends in public
and private two-year colleges from 1935-36 to 1985-86; part-time
enrollments noncredit enrollment trends from 1974-75 to 1984-85; and
states with the largest_two-year_college enrollments in_fall 1985.
The next sections provide information_on_two-year college students,
focusing_on the characteristics of transfer, minority, handicapped,
parttime, females_employed, and international students. Community
college finances are examined next in terms of total operating
budget, tuition, student financial aid, state appropriations, and
college spending. The final sections consider other characteristict
and achievements of the two-year college, focusing on the associate
degree, student/faculty ratios, faculty and administrator
characteristics, developmental education, cultural resources,
flexibility, and contributions to the economy. (EJV)

***********************************************************************

Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
from the original document.

**********************************************************************



rv American Association of
Community and Junior Colleges

FACT BOOKLET

ON

COMMUNITYJECHNICAL, AND JUNIOR COLLEGES

"ACCESS WITH EXCELLENCE"

U.S,DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office o( Educabonal-Reaearch and Improvement
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION

CENTER /ERIC)

0 TM; document Nis_been 6N:traduced_ is
recanted_ from the person or organization
ongtriayng it

XWeer chanCtes have been made to improve
reproduction duality

Points of view Of opinions Stated n this dOcu-
ment do not necessarily represent &boil
OERI position or policy

2

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

J. GOLLATTSCHECK

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERICI."

One Dupont Circle N.W. Suite 410 Washington, D.C. 20036



I. WHAT THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS TO SAY ABOUT TWO-YEAR
COLLEGES 1

II. WHAT NATION150LIMBERS HAVE SAID ABOUT COMMUNITY COMEGES 2

III. EssarrukLanvolas OF THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE PHILOSOPHY

rv. NUMBER OF COLLEGES AND ENROLLMENT RANGE 5

V. ENROLLMENT 6

Fifty years of two-year college credit enrollments: 1935-36 to
1985-86 7

Enrollment: Fall 1984 and Fall 1985
Noncredit enrollment: 1974-75, 1979-80, 1985-85
-tates with largest two-year college enrollments: Fall 1985 8

VI. STUDENTS IN 034ICNTIY, TECHNICAL AND alma COLLEGES
Transfer students 9
Minority students 9
Handicapped studentt 10
Age of Students Il
Parttime students Il
Female students__ 12
Employed students 12
International students

VII. COMMUNITY COLLEGE FINANCES 12
Tuitioa charges 13
Financing 13
State appropriations
College spending 14

VIII. COMMUNITY, TDCHNICAL, AND JUNIOR COMM AaELEVEMENIS AND
CHARACTER'S= 14

The associate degree_ 14
Student/faculty ratio 14
Faculty and administration characteristict 15
Developmental education 15
CUltural resources 16
Flexibility 16

rx. CONTRIBUTIONS TO TEE ECONOMY BY COMMUNITY, TECHNICAL, AND JUNIOR
COLLEGES 16

The high school/carmunity college connection 17
And more... 17

AACJC PUBTTCATIONS LLST 18

3



WHAT THE IDENT OF THE1:.S. HAS TO SAY ABour TSNIO-YEAR COLLEGES:

"Here at the White House, just as in busineSses and organizations across the

country, graduates of America's community colleges can be found. There are

more than 1,200 community colleges across America, making an enormous

contribution to American higher education.

"In fact, nearly om half of all urdlexgraduates are enrolled in these

institutions. AA cur economy evolves and grows in the years ahead, the

community colleges will continue to play a vital role.

"Of course, the key word when discussing these colleges is 'community.'

are truly part of their communities, offering accessible and affordable

edUcation to almost everyone. They increase the opportunity and economic

mobility of cur peopleeach and every one who takes advantage of what is

available."



WHAT NATIONAL LEADEPS HAVE SAID ABOUT COLIMUNTTY COLLEGES:

Thomas P. 0'110111 (Representative, Yiessachusaitts): 'Tifty years ago this

country was divided between two classes: the wealthy and the poor. Tbday, our

country is dominated by a great middle- class. The biggest reason for this is

education. Because of vital commanity colIeges...nillions of Americans have

been given the opportunity not just to train themselveS but also to became

kna.dedgeable in the full range of human experience. Our country can be proud

of this wcriderfUl achievement No other land in the world has nade such a

hroad commitment to intellectual and economic opportunity."

Paul Simon (Senator, Illinois): "The tremendous progress that communiby

colleges have made in so short a time reflects upon the great gocd sense of

President Harry S. Truman. In fact, today's concept of the conararnity college

is such a good fit that it ishard to imagine alli4ler education systmawithout

it."

Howani H. Baker (FOrmer Senatz., Tennessee) : "I cannot think of a better

tribute to President 7tuman than to recognize the bold steps he took to

establish the community collage network."

Carl D. PerkinS (FOrmer Congressman, Kentucky): "In spite of the growth and

strength of the community college system...the explosion of knowledge and the

neans of disseminating it nake it esaential that we strengthen this community

instithtion to educate, re-oducate, train, and retrain people several times

during their lifetime, in order to prepare them to participate effectively, not

only in the workplace, but also in society."

-=-2=
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ESSENTTALIUMPENUS OF THE COMMUNITY COTTFCE PHILOSOPHY:

Five fundamental elexnent s compose the community college philosophy. They are

as follows:

1. Commun4.ty colleges are cammunitytesed. The/ are in partmrshil) with tbe

communities they serve. They are often locally controlled. They have became

made= versions of the land-grantuniversities, providing accessible education

cpporbinities for all citizens in service districts, as well ag direct assis-

tance to local employers and public agencies operating in the communities. The
colleges also provide strong ties to high schools in the area.

. Community colleges are cost-effective.
Average annual tuition and fees in

public community colleges in fall 1985 were $748 ($660 for tuition). TUition

and fees in public four-year colleges and universities, by comparigan, were

nearly twice as high; private four=,year colleges and universities mere almost

ei4ht times as high. FUlltime equivalent operating costs in public two-year

colleges are less than half of those required by public four-year colleges, and

about a third of those in public universities.



3. Community colleges offer a caring environment. They offer a full range of

student services designed to help students make the most of their opportuni-

tieS. Services include achievenent and interest testing; personal and Academic

counseling; placement; academic and social clubs; athletics; cultural events;

and civic partnerthips involving students, faculty, administrators, and resi-

dents of servica districts. Pesponsive retedtimprograml are also important

parts of the care that two-year colleges take with students.

4. Community college faculty are a crucial element of the community college

success story. They tend to display a high degree of satisfaction in their

work, in their progress as profeStionals, and in the development of tt,e

students they teach. They prize their relationships with students and other

faculty, they enjoy being part of the campus environment, and they feel they

are appropriately recognized and rewarded.

5. COmmunity colleges offer camprehensive-programs, with liberal arts and

technical education programs working together harmoniculay. The colleges

create a learning environment wIlith recognizes Spanidh and Philosophy as

"mmaltional"programs, and which views ElectronEs and Construction as programs

that incorporate the broader disciplines of communications, critical thinking,

history, and literature.

-4-



NUMBER OF COLLEIGES AND ENROLMENT RANGE:

In the 1986 AACIC statistical directory, 1.222 institutions ara identified.

The total number of campuses equals 1,505, with 39 multi-college district

institutionS. There are 75 non-profit, 71 church=related, md 14 independent

for=profit colleges /isted in the directory, and public institutions numbered

1,068.

Ibtal community colleoe enrollment in fall 1985 ranged from just-over 100 to

n±0213!JggLMstudents. Nearly half of the institutions indicated that they

served rural areas of the country. The largest institutions in fall 1985 by

type are listed below.

Largest-Multinals Caleges Enrollment

1. Mimi-Daft Omminity_Sbliege, Florida 37,0822. Northern Virginia Comunity College Virginia 32,2823. St. Ibuis13:alianity College, hissouk 28,8334. Oakland °immunity C011ege Michigan 26,9355. IndiaraVOcational Techni;a1 College, Indiana 26,6656. Macomb CommmaftyCollegt, Michigan 26,4747. Stath University of New York, Agriculture
anzl IVachnical Caleges

26,1688. CUyaboga Community Cbllege, Ohio 24,5839. Tarrant Cbunty Community Cbllege District, Texas 24,13510. College of CuPage, Illinois 22,577

lartjest-Multi=Oollege Colleges

1. Los Angtles Cbmmunity College District, California 92,567
2. City COlIeges of Chicago, Illinoit 80,9553. Maricopa Cbunty COmmunity College District, .Arizona 60,622
4. Coastline Community C011ege Distrt±, California 50,0175. Dallas County Ozgatunity College District, Texas 46,204
6. Fbothill=DeAnza Community College Districtt California 37,192
7. Log RioS COmmunity College District, California 36,4448. San Diego Caminity College District, California 34,299
9. NorthOrange County Community Collegg District,

California
29,38310. San Mateo Community College District, California 28,169

-5- 8



EMROLIHENT:

In the fall of 1985, nearly 5,000,000 credit-students attended a community,

technical, or junior college. In the college year 1994-85, close to another

5 000 000studentS-teok noncredit, self-sagoorting courses in the colleges.

Credit headcount enrollment in the colleges represented 41 percent of all

undergraduate stuck-1*S in the U.S. The community college Share of total

ureWxgraduate Students has increased steadily for the paSt ten years.

Public community colleges (nrolled 97.2 percent (4 597 838) of the total

two-Tear college enrollment in fall 1985.

Community, technical, and junior colleges were the colleges of choice for 55

=rent of all first-time freshmen in fall 1984.

The history of crommonity, technical, and junior college enrollments reflects

the extraordinary development of the colleges as weII as the influenoe they

have had an the Americanpopulace. The growth in the number of colleges during

the last fifty years also tells a dramatic story.



FIFTY YEARS-0E-TWO=YEAR COLLEGE CREDIT EN1OLEMERraz--193536 TO 1985-86

NUI113ER OF OOLIEGFS

TbtalPublic Private

1935-36 229 229 528
1945-46 315 333 648
1955=56 363 272 635
1965=66 , 503 268

: 771
1975-76 1,014 216 1,2301985-86 1,068 154 1,222

ENROLLMENT

Year Public Private Ttortal

1935-36 _90,437 30,669 129,1061945-46 216,325 78,150 294,4751955=56 683,129 82,422 765,551196566 1/1520086 140,667 1,292,7531975-76 3,921,542 147,737 4,069,2791985-86 4,597,838 132,397 4,730,235

Nearly two-thirds of the credit students in the colleges in the fall of

1985 were enrollalparttime. The percentage of parttime students hag in=

creased steadily in the colleges over the last two decades, a trend whidh

highlights the attraction of the colleges for working ren and women search-

ing for careers outside of the home. The next page points out parttime and

fuIltime enrollment numbers for fall 1984 and fall 1985.



1984
1985

ENROLLMENT: FALL 1984 AND FALL-1985

Fblitine

1,675,309
1,636,661

Percent Parttime Percent

35.2 3,084,092 64.8
34.3 3,107,764 65.7

'Total 1-Chang

40759,401
4,730,235 -0.6

The hiStory of noncredit enrollments in the two-vear colleges has also been

remarkable-. The chart below captUreS Sane of the story;

NONCREDIT ENROLLMENT: 1974-75, 1979-80, 1984-85

Year

1974-75
1979=80
1984-85

Enrollment

3,259,972
3,977,050
4,848,065

Below are the states with the largeSt mtathity, techni

credit headcount enrollments in fall 1985;

, and junior college

STATES WITH LARGEST IWAMMR-107LLBSE ENROLLMENTS: FALL 1985

State

California
Texas
Illinois
New York
Michigan
Florida

Tttal Enrollnent

1;046,542
384,545
309,463
273,480
234,357
222,240

% Of 'Total

20.9
7.7
6.2
5.5
4.7
4.4



STUDENTS IN comritzaw, TEcumicAL, AND JUNIOR 00LIEGEs:

TRANSFER STUDENTS

Over 40 percent of an students who graduate from two-year cC1Pges transfer to

four-year colleges or universities. ThibSe students who trznsfer achieve grade

point averages at least as high as students who entered the same institutions

as frehmen.

N1NORITY SMDENTS

Over 40 percent of all minoritv-students in higher education LLu enrolled in

community, technical, and junior colleges. AACTO surveys show that just over

1,000,000 minority Students were enrolled in two-year college credit programs

in fall 1985. Government figures for 1982 (the latest year that ccmprehentive

numbers are available), show that

44.1 percent of all Black student5;

56.1 percent of all Hispanic students;

45.0 percent of all Asian Students involved in higher education

attended two-year colleges.

The same government source indicates that over 21 percent of all two-year

college students are minorities. The breakdcwn by group is presented below.

Black: ten percent

Hispanic: six percent

Asian: three percent

American Indian: one percent

Non-resident alien: one percent

-=9=
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Black StUdentS comprise the largest category of minority students in community,

teChhiaT, and junior colleges.

Group percentages for minority students in two-year colleges are presented

below.

Black: 49.2 perm

ILispenic: 29.7 percent

Asian: 16.1 percent

Non=Resident &lien: 0.6 percent

Indian/Alaska Native: 0.5 percent

Other: 3.9 percent

BANDICAPPED STUDENTS

COmmunity, technical, and junior colleges provide special resources for all

typeS of handicapped students. EXcept for student8 who are partially sighted

or blind, and for those who are Speech=impaired, community colleges provide a

college education to the majority of handicapped students. Handicapped persons

comprite close to 10 percent of total credit headcount in twoyear colleges,

compared to just over 7.5 percent of Students in all of higher education.

These numbers are eStimates based on a limited survey of first-time freshmen

(fall 1985). Since the majority of handicapped studentt attend college

parttime, the likelihood is that the percentage of handicapped students served

by community colleges is much higher than reported here. Percentages in each

of seven handicap categories is presented on the next page.
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% Handicapped in
Handicap All Higher Education

% Handicapped of All
C.C.-Students

% of All College
Handicapped Enrolled
in Onunit011eges

Hearing 0.9 1.1 44.6
Speedn 0.3 0.3 36.5Orthcredic 0.9 1.0 40.5Learning 1.1 1.7 56.4HPaTth Related 1.2 1.4 42.5
Partially Sighted/Blind 2.1 1.9 32.9Other 1.2 1.5 45.6

Ttotal 7.7 8.9 42.2

AGE OF SaUEENTS

The majority of two-year college-sbaidents are older than the traditional

college age of 18-21, according to Bureau of the Census reports. 64 percent of

the total credit enrollment is 20 years old or older, with 30 percent in the

20- to 21=,year old cagegory, 20 percent in the 22- to 24-year old category, and

14 percent in the 25- to 34-year old category. On any given day at 10 a.m. the

average age in a community college is 23 years old; at 8 p.m. it is 38 years

old.

PARITIME-STUDEM

The majority of two7year college-Students are parttime. The trend toward

attending college parttime has been developing during the past two decades.

Fall 1985 figures show that 65.7 percent of credit stiodents were enrolled

parttime, one percent higher than the previous year. Parttime enrollments were

66.7 percent of the total in public community colleges, while parttime

enrollments comprised 30.0 percent of the total in independent two-year

colleges.

-11- 1 4



FEMALE STUDENTS

Women reprent-over 53 precent of all credit enrollments in community,

technical, and junior colleges, a percentage that has remained stable aver the

past five years.

EMPLOYED STUEENTS

Over 80 percent of all credit-students-(fulltime and parttime) in twirwyear

colleges are employed either fulltilrip or parttime while they attend college.

More than two out of three fUlltime students are employed while taking courses

and over four out of five parttime students are employed.

INITILATION2U,SIUDENTS

Over 40,-000 international students attend two-year colleges across the country.

This figure represents more than one-third of all international students in

American postsecualary education.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE FINANCES:

The operating budgets of two vear colleges in thc fall 1985 totalled near2y $14

billion. The percent of finances contributed by major sources are listed

below.

Federal 6 percent
State 46 percent
Local 16 percent
TUition and Fees 15 percent



TUITION CHARGES

Tiiition-diarges in public two-year colleges vary dramatically from one state to

another.Cbsts range from the lowest charges required, in California ($100), to

the hispest, in Vermont ($1,631).

The most popular finama-package-fdr-olttini teChnical, and iunior-college

students coMbines personal fUnds, a Pel1 grant, and education loanS. The

percentage eadh of these sources contributes to the total padkage is presented

below.

Self or Family Contribution
Education Doan
Pell Grant

54.3
32.4
13.3

STATE APPROPRIAITONS

State-appropriations per fulItime eguivalent-enrollment-S- (TFE) IELEghlig two-

year comprehensive colleges averaged-a=roothately $2.340 for fiscal year-1984.

Vocational/ occupational colleges averaged higher ($2,606). These figures are

considerably lower than state appropriations for baccalaureate colleges, which

averaged $2,942.

In fiscal year 1986-87, the community college share of state appropriations for

higher education is modest compared to total postsecondary appropriations. A

sample of the states appears below.

California 26 percent
Florida 31 percent
Illinois 15 percent
Oregon 18 percent



COLLEGE SPENDING

NearIyLen--halt) of the public two-year colleges, revenue is spent

tor the support of instruction. The next largest draws an the colleges,

budgets are: institutional support (13.6 percent), plant operation and

maintenance (11.3 percent), mandatory transfers and other (8.5 percent), and

student services (8.1 percent).

CC/NUMMI, TECHNICM, AND Jr- tIOR COTTR":7, AailEVENENIS AND CHARACIERISTICS:

THE ASSOCIATE DEGREE

Daring the academic year of 1984-85, over 460-O00,associate degrees were

conerred in the U.S.; 75 percent of the degrees were awarded by public

tWo-rear colleges. The rest uare awarded by private two-4year collegeS (9

percent), pUblie fette=yeeuroolleges (9 percent), and private fearEyear colleges

(6 petteht). ln the last five academic yeart, mcre than 1,735,000 associate

degreeS have been conferred.

TheA,tuber-Of aSSodiate degrees awarded in-ocolpati---.OnWtedinioal areas has

increased steadily over the_remft;-decade. In 1974.=75, approximately 54 percent

of ail associate degrees were denferted in occupational curriculums; in 1984-

5 the percentage jUMped to 65 percent;

STUDENT/FACULTY RATIO

The student/faculty ratio in two-year colleges has havered around 20 to I since

1980, with a high of 20.5:1 in 1980 and a low of 18.9:1 in 1984.



FACULTY AND AEMINISMIGION-LEARACrERISTICS

Faculty numbers have kept up with total enrollment in the colleges. In

1970, 109,345 faculty were employed in the colleges; in 1985, the faculty

totaled close to 230,000. Over 60 percent of the faculty in fall 1985 were

parttime; 58 percent were male.

Administrators in the colleges numbered 20,435 in fall 1985. Of these,

13,350 (65.3 percert) were male.

Nearly 9 percent of the-chief executive officers listed in the 1986 AA=

dirwt,orv-are female (107 of 1,222). The positions held by these

administrators include siverintendent, president, provost, campus director,

and vice-president.

DEVEIDATENTAL EDUMTION

Nearly everylio-two-year college in the U.S. offers developmental

education opportunities for those students who arc not yet ready to

successfully complete college academic credit programs. In a typical

community, technical, or junior college, developmental programs are offered

in reading, writing, and math. Between 20 and 30 percent of all freshmen

in the colleges take one of mere of these courses.

Latge nUMbers of the colleges cooperateNdth-andtreve&ALy-serve as

centers for libermqvtraining in trW4-txtrmatInities. One recent study

showed that the 260 colleges that provided information provided literacy

instruction for over 250,000 individuals over the past year. The typical

participant in these programs was female, Caucasian, and over 21 years old,

with an annual family income between $5,000 and $10,000.
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CULTIMLIUSMITKES

Pubral two-year colleges frequently serve as major cultural centers for their

regions and often provide the only resource for live theatre, classical music,

art, and dance.

TIEXIBILITY

Community. technica.1.-ard-junior colleges offer a special-crpartunity to

students-wtx)-arenot sure about their focus-in college. Recent studies

demonstrate that the majority of studentS in college today have no clear idea

about what they want to do, what it takes in time and effort to achieve their

goals, arid what rewards they can expect for their effort. TWo-vear colleges

open-up a urdverse of possible study-areas.,provide economical and flexible

avenues to_pursue interests.-and-rease resources that aid-in the

identification of realistic and fullfilling outcomes.

COMMUNITY, =FINICAL, AND JUNIOR COLLEGES CONIRIBEMIONS TO THE ECONOMY:

Ndally every community-college-haS established formal and-irfonal_partnershiPs

with business/induStry and the public sector in their servics districts. A

recent Study of community, technical, and junior college business/industry and

public sector partnerships showed that

41 percent had established BusinesS, Inchistry, Labor Councils
on their campuses;
66 percent said they participated in area Private Industry
COuncils;
66 pe- indicatedLthey had appointed college business/
induSt1 oordinators to develop and maintain contact with the
local L less community;
Nearly 7 rcent offered customized, job-specific, and generic
employee 'ring programs for public and private organiza-
tions.
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IM___IiscHrD____WOOCtsfuNITY COLLEGE CONNECTION

0 of the collages have d-eve-1 llaborative relation-

schools. joint programs include adVanced paacement

credit courses ofgualified high school students, articulated courses,

shared faculties, shared facilities, and cooperative program enrollments.

the

devel offices.
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