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FOREWORD

CatlfornIa s pubiIC schools offer a Wealth of educat1onal opportunltlea for
atl students. With this handbook, you will be able ty understand and gain
access to the schools and thus, take advantage of the full range of those

Mcreover, Lalifornians from all walks of life are now engaged in a compre-
hensive school reform effort to revitalize our public schools and provide

educators with the tools and resources they need to ensure excellence in all our
schools, Statew1de cooperative efforts are now under way to improve the school
curriculum, attract top-flight téacheé:§, recruit and train principals; 1mprove

tests and textbooks,; and involve parents, business leaders, and the community in
School reform.

The partnershIp between home and school is an 1mportant element 1n this
effort. We w1ll 1mprove the quallty of educatlon for 0ur ch1ldren only to the

cap1tal1ze on the strengths of each. Farents, teachers and schooi admInis-

trators together share the. reSpon51b111tv of prov1d1ng an excellent educat1on

for_all students. The interest many of you parents have shown in hav1ng this

haudbook produced demonstrates the far-reaching commitment and desire you have
to become 1nv0lved in your ch1ldren s educatlon. That is encouraging, and 1

student achievement. It is not hard to see why. Children readily take to

school the lessons they learn at home: When their parents——thelr first ard most

1mportant teachers—-value learning and ach1evement children do the same. Tine
and aga1n educational research has demonstrated the poWerful and consistent

achievemént is highest, The State Bepartment of Education is committed to

encouraging parent involvement in public education.

The cooperatlon of home and school is the Rey to excellent school programs
and effectlve student learning. 1 hope that this handbook fosters that
effective partnership.

Bill Honig S )
Superintendent of Public Instruction



PREFACE

During the 1983-84 school year more than 900,000 students in Califoruia
were reported to be using 1anguages other than Engiish as their primary home
language. And of that number, approximately 487,000 were identified as limitvsd=
English proficient (LEP). This publication; A Handbook on California Education
for language Minority Parents, was developed to help pew immigran pareics of

the LEP students make the best use of the educational opportunities that
California public schools provide.

o What is especially important for LEP students 1s to have parents in their
home environment who know the California education system and opportunities.
As prime educators _parents are very knowledgeable as_to the needs of their

children bit are often left out simply because they are not familiar with

their new =ducational environment. With the information orOV1ded in this

handtook; parents should be able to assist their children with schooling in a

more effective way:

Included in the handbook is information on student enrollment, pubiic
school programs and curriculum graduation ‘requirements, biiinguai education,

and so_on; which wili be heipful for parents to provide immediate assistance for
their chiidren. it alsc provides information about a variety of programs “such

LEP students but also for parents who seek for. further educational oppor-

tunities in. California. We in the Department are pleased to be involved in

the development of this handbook: We belieVe that this handbook will make an

important contribution indirectly to the improvement of educational services
for language minority students by educating their parents.

James R: Smith Ramiro Reyes

Deputy Superintendent Director

Gurriculum and Instructional Categorical Support
Leadership Branch rograms Division

Guilletmo Lopez
Manager ,
Bilingual Education Office
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INTRODUCTION

California. This handbook is part of the technical aosistance effort of the
State Department of Education to c1arify the operations of €aiiforunia schooils to
language minority parents so that they might better support the education of
their children. Parents should be the prime educators and must be knowledgeable
as to the needs of their children.

The handbook provides basic information on the educational system and
enroliment procedures particularly relevant for students who are enrolled in

kindergarten through grade twelve: It also explains the kinds of tests used in
California, such as the California Assessment Program tests and the righ school
proficiency tests. The handbook also includes a section on bilingua education

proficiency. As oSt parents of language m1nority students did not attend
schools in the United States; other types of programs; such as vocational

education; aduilt education, and continuation education are described so that

parents can better understand schooling in the bnited States. Another section
describes parent involvement to overcome the fact that in many countries parents

The hand book does not provide comprehensive information because each

program ma} be operated in different ways in each school or district: Parents
should contact classroom teachers, school counselors, principals, or other
personnel for more detailed information if necessary.
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1.4

1.6

1.0 ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE; GENERAL [NFORMATLON; TRANSPCRTATLON

When should my child enroll in school?

Your child must be enrolled in the first grade after he¢ or she

reaches the age of six. Children five years and nine months old before

Septembexr may te earolled when school begins in beptember. Immigrant
children of school age should be enrolled in school as soon as they

arrive in the hnICed States. txcept in year-round schools, which begin
in July, children are enrolled in schocl in the first days of aeptember.
The usual school year is from September to June.

Will my child be able to attend a neighborhood school?

As a rule, yes: But some school districts, to avoii cvercrowding or

achieve racial tliance or prov1de spec1allzed educatiou away from _your
neighborhood may transport children to schools away froa your neighbor-
hood., If your district buses students, you may ask that your children
remain at your neighborhood school.

tlow is my chiild's giade level determined?

Grade level is determined primarily on the basis of age and zclivol
experience. Children who are at least four years and nine months old
in September may be enrolled in kindergarten. Children who are already
six are enrolled in the first grade; and children older than six are

piaced by the principal at an appropriate level from grade ovne through
grade twelve.

Do American schools accept course credits earned in foreign countries?

For children of elementary schooi age, records of prevlous school-

work will help the school provide the best program for your child. As

for high school students, credits for previous schoolwork are evaluated
before placement.

€hitdren can bring a Iunch from home, or they can purchase one at
school: Most schools have a cafeteria where nutritious, well-balanced
mealg are available for a minimal charge.f Farents w1th limited financeé

lunch. Schools in California are required by law to provide a nutri-
tionally adequate meal to every needy chiid in every public schooi each

school day. Some schools provide a pbreakfast for a minimal fee, or at

no charge, if the family is eiigible for the low-income category.
How much will I have to pay for my child's schooling?

Admission to American pubiic schoois is free, and books are lent to

students at no charge: Uniforms are not required. For some classes,

however, particularly in high school, you may have to pay small tees for
personal supplies. Parents are expected to pay for the child's lunch.

i5



1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

What do I do when my child is absent from school?

o You should telephone the school letting the school know why your
child is not in school. On the day your child is able to attend school,
you should give the child a signed note. On the note; you should give tt
date or dates of absence and the reason for the absence:

Will my child ride a school bus from home to school and back?

Not all districts offér school bus transportation. Of those dis-

tricts that do; only those children qualify whose homes are beyond rea-

sonable walking distances fror schools. You should ask at your child's

school about availability of transportation, tocations of bus stops

pickup and drop-off times, and any specxai orientation meetIngs for
parents and younger students to make the first day of school easier.

What happens if my chiid misses the bus?

It is important for you to have a plan to protect your child and to

get the child to school by other means. You should talk with your child
to ensure that he or she knows what to do and where to go in case the bus

is missed.

If my child qualifies for special education and can't ride the regular

school bus, what can be done?

) If your child qualifles for spec1al educatlon, the 1nd1v1dual educa-
tion plan for your child will tell what type of transportation for which
your child will be eligible. You can ask the staff at the school for
more information.

What zan I do to protect my child while he or she is riding on the school
bus?

iour chiid should know thé rules for riding on the bus. I° your

to understand the rules and obey them: School bus drivers try hard to

make the ride to and from school safe for chiidren, but they need your
help and cooperation from your child.

May school districts charge a fee to ride a school bus from homé to
school?

Yes, a fee may be charged. You should ask at your chiid's school
whether a fee is charged in your school dlstrlct. No fee may be charged
for transportlng a handicapped child or a child whose parents or guard-
ians have a low income. The school district decides who qualifies for
free transportations
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2.2

2.4

2.0 BASIC SCHOOL PROGRAM; CURRICULUM

What is a minimum day?

A minimum day is a shortenea school day. Students are allowed to go

home eariier than they would on a reguiar school day. The 1est of the
day is used by the school staff for meetings and other school business.
You w1ll be not1f1ed 1nrwr1tlngrwell in advance when a minimum dzy is
planned and when your child will be dismissed.

What subjects are taught in elementary grades (K-6)?

The basic subJects taught in elementary (K-b) grades are language
arts (which include listening, speaking, reading, and writing), mathemat-
ics, Social studies; science, aud phySical education. Other subjects may
be music and art. Some schools teach reading and other subjects in two

languagess
What subjects are taught at the high school level?

your child is enrolled to find out what SubJects are offered. ”A sample
of classes might inciude aigebra, English typIng’ world history, biol-

ogy physxcal education, fore1gn language the arts, home economicg,
1ndustrial arts, and vocational education. Some of theSe courses are
required, and some are available to accommodate student interest. You

What high school requirements wili my children have to meet?

btartlng with the 1986 87 school year, all puplls who receive a h1gh
school ‘diploma must complete, while in grades nine through twelve; the
following courses:

(1) At least the foliowing numbers of courses in the subjects

specified, each course having a duration of one year:

(a) Three courses in English

{b) Two courses in mathematics

(c) Two courses in science; including biologicalt and physicat
sciences

(d) Three courses 1n social studles 1nclud1ng Un1ted States

(é) Onie course in fine arts or foreign language

(f) Two courses in physical education unless the pupiit has

been exempted pursuant to the provisions of this code

(2) Such other course work as the governing board of the school
district may by rule specify
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The important thing to remember is that your child should be plam-
ning in order to have all of theé proper courses completed by the start of
the 1986-87 school year. For i-rther information, check with your school

district.
What is independent study?

Independent study makes it possible for a student (in kindergarten
through twelfth grade) to have a program of studies that is considered
equal to classroom study but is located somewhere away from the usual

school classroom. Independent study may permit schooling at home or in
any other location that may provide suitable opportunities for learning.
School districts have the right to make their own rules for independent
study.
What other programs may operate in my child's school?

~ The federal and state governments have estrablished programs for
students who have special nieeds. Your child may need special help or
assistance, for example, in learning English. However, not all districts
have special programs.

18



3.3

3.4

3.0 GRADES; PROMOTIONS; TESTING

What does an elemeantary student's report card include?

Some districts grade their report cards by using letters Such as
A; B, C; b; F, and I, while other districts use the letters E, G, S, N,
and E or S, U, and N._ Though there are differences, the general content
or idea is similar. Elementary report cards usually list tie following
subjects:

o Language arts (listening, speaking, reading and writing, grarmar,
and spelling)

Mathemat ics

Social science

Natural science

Health education

Music

Arts

Qo0 0 O O

The report card may alsc contain the attendance record of the stu-
the parent. The report card symbols are usualiy expiained on the report
card itself.

What does a high school student's report catd include?

It usually consists of the title of each course, the name of the

student and teacher, achievement grades for courses taken, a grade for

citizenship, a place for teacher and parent comments, and the attendance
record of the student.

What do the report card symbols mean?

Excellent

Good
Satisfactory
Needs Improvement

= Excellent

= Good _
Satisfactory
Needs Improvement
Failure

= Incomptete

Unsatisfactory

@ Zw» O my
Wifr uow o

o D O

satisfactory
Unsatisfactory
Needs Improvement

S
U
N

What 1is .1zenship grade?

It . ivalent to a behavior grade and is based on the way a
teacher sc student in term8 of his or her politéness, responsibility,
obedience,; :. play; and sociability.
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what is a work habit grade?

A work habit grade indicates iaventiveness, accurac,, proapt
completion of Wwork asrsigned, snd neatness.

What should I do when I receive my child's report card?

You should review the teacner's comments and the grades. You should
sign and return the report card to school with your chlld. Sometimes the
teacher may ask you to meet and discuss the progress ot your child. You

may uish to include your own comments on the report card.
How often are report cards issued?

Four times a year.
What are the t2quiremeits for promotion to the next grade?

On thé bésis Of thé progrééé madé by tné stﬁdénts, éléméntéry sChOOl

in the same grade. 7 f the student is to stay in the same grcde, parents

w1lt be consulted. In tde case of hIgh uchoo:t course credlts completed

tlon, If you have any questlons regardlng grade promotlon, call your
local school and ask for the policv on school promotion.

What procedures are involved in grade retention?

The school expects every ﬁtudent to be promoted to the next grade.
1f a student has learring dltficultles the teacher w1ll,help. It the
student does not learn enough to be able,to succeed to the next grade
léVél it might be nécésoary to retain the studenL for another Seméster.

best for the student.
What does the pupil proficiency law require?

1t requires that students in California bﬁblio schools be tested at

on locally developed standards in reading comprehensron, writing, and

computation.

What effect does theé pupi. proficiéncy law have on your child's graduat-
ing from high school?
77777 To receive a high school diploma, your chiid has to complete the

local hIgh schooi course of study and successfully pass the district's
proflciency test.

What is the high school profiCiéney test?

Each school district must have established standards ct proficiency
for its high school graduates. These standards must cover at least the
areas of reading, writing, and mathematics. Each district must also have

developed a test to assess a student's attainment of those standards.
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Who must take the proficiency test?
All high school students must pass rhe proficiency test to graduate.
How many opportunities will a student “ave to take the proficiency test?

~ Every schuol district has its own testing schedule. But all dis-
tricts are required to ailow stucénts who fzil the tesSt to retake it as
many timés as the district's testing Schedulé allows.
May a student with limited-English proficiency take the proticiency test
in a languagec other than English?

Students must use only English in the proficiency test. The school
may allow students to use their native language during the testing
pericd; but English must be used in the final test.

Are cperlal services prov1ded for limited- Engllsh—p*ofxclent (LEP) stu-
dents to help them pass the proficiency test?

Schools must provide bilingual education services for LEF s:cudents
to prepare them for the proficiency test.

Will the paients Le notified if a student fails the proficiency test?

If a student fails the proficiency test, the school is required
to notify parents in writing and invite them for a meeting to discuss
what the district and the parents can do to help the student pass the
proficiency tests

If a student completes all required courses but fails the proficiency
test, what can be done?
1f a student fails the proficiency test but completes all required

cocrses, he or she may concinue to take the prof1c1ency test until pass—
ing its Many schooil districts set up remedial classes to heip students

who have failed the prof1c1ency test.

1t my child does not complete the required courses or does act pass the
proficiency test, are there other ways to obtain a high school dipioma
or equivatenut?

Students ineligible for graduation because they have not completed
the required coursSe$S may continue to take courses until they meet the
requirements. Any student over sixteen years old may take the California

ﬂggh School Proficiency Examination, which is given three times a year In

more than 10U locations in Californiza: (Testing times and locations are

posted at every high SChOOl and public library ) Those who have passed
therhigh school,prqficiency test receive certificates that,are,equ;valent
to high school diplomas. Any person over eighteen years old who did not

graduate from high school and is not enrolled at a high school may also

take a test to obtain the equivalent of a diploma: The test takes place
in 250 testing centers in California throughout the year.
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what is the California Assessment Program?

public elementary and high school in Cali”,rnia. It requires 30 minutes

of time once a year for every third; sixth, eighth; and twelfth grader.

Only CAP uses the same test in all schools and provides uniform information

statewide on achievement in California elementary schools and nigh schools

in reading, language, and mathematics.
What information does CAP provide for each school?
The California Assessment Program provides the foillowing information:

o Overall school-level scores in reading, language, and mathematics

o Detailed information about strengths and weaknesses in the basic
skills program , i i

o Comparable informarior. vver several vears to identify trends in
scores

o Comparison of your school to similar schools and to all other schoots

in California

o Information about student attitudes towards reading, writlng, and
mathematics

o} Information about the performance of different groups of students
for example, girls versus boys, and new students versus those who

o Periodic informatIoniapogt other factors related to school pertor-

mance, such as television watching, homework, and recreational
reading

Wheré can you find CAP reports?

Each school and school district office shouid have a report for its

thiid; sixthk, ninth, and twelfth grades.

When dc tde latesL test results become available?

Results from the prev1ous schoot yeariare avaIiable each November
at your local school or school district office. They are presented
annuaiiy to your locai board of education and to the State Board ot

Education.

Can my child enter a community college without a high school diploma7

Yes,iiAnyone who has a hIgh school diploma or equivalent or whn

is over the age of (18) and can benefit frou instructicn is eligitle for
admission to a Cal*fornia communitv college. btudents seeking adm1ss1on

What admission requirements does the State University and College System
have?

State university and college students are se]ected from among, the top
one—third of high school graduates. For admission they must n:crmally have
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a grade poxnt average of 2 V] or better 1 att course work except phyblcal

ecucation and mliltary 5c1ence. btudents with grade point averages
between 3 2 and 2.0 may be admitted if they score high enough on either
thc Scholastic Aptltude Test or American Collegé Test. Beglnnlhg in fall
1984 first-time freshmen will hLave to complete elght semesters of coiiege
preparatory English and four college preparatoy mathematics to Le eligible

to admission.

What admission requirements does the University of California have?

Caiifornla high school graduates. To be eligible for admiss*on, students

must meet the subJect, examInation, and scholarshlp requirements spec1f1ed
in the university's "Undergraduate Application Packet," available free of
charge from any campus.

What financial aid is available for my child's college education?

Several types of aid are available to students with financial need,
including grants (money you don't need to repay), loans, and part-time
work. For 1nformat10n about flnancial assistance, contact the financial
a1d otflce at the insticution in which your child is interested. High
school,studeuts Should alsc contact their school counselor. To apply for
federal or state assistance; obtain the form; “Student Aid Application for
California;” from the institution or from the Catifornia Student Aid
Commission, 1401 Fitth St., Sacramento, CA 95814.



4.0 BILINGUAL EDUCATION

What is the Home Language Survey?

When a child is enrolled in public schools of Cailtornla, the Home

Language Survey shouid be conducted to determine the language(s) spoken

at home by each student. This form is mandated oI school districts to
determine the state 1anguage census, If any of tne following questlons
is answe:ed as other than English, tha child is determined to be a
non—English-speaking child:

a. Which language did your son or daughter iearn when he or she

first began to talk?

b. whatrlanguage does your son Or daughter most fréquéntiy use at
home?

c. What language do you use most frequently to speak to your son or
daughter?

d. What language is most often spoken by the adults at home?

As a result of the Home Language Survey, if a child's home larguage
is other than English, the child is tested for Englis. comprehension and
speaking on a state—designared test of Engllsh oral language proficiency.
Scoring must follgwfthe pvolisher's norms. Reading and writing assess-
ments are optional for students in kindergarten and grades one and two-

If a child scores less than fluent on the assessments, the child is con-
sidered to be limited-English proficient (LEP) and must be placed in an

apprOprIate bllingual program. However, if a child scores fluent and ,
hls or her English proflciency ié comparable to that bf thé Majbrity ot
child is considered to be fluent= -English proficient (FEP) and is put in a
regular English—-only program.

What is bilingual education?

B Bilingual educatlon is for students of limited- -English proticiency
(LEP) It helps students learn English through their primary language.
In the bilingual classroom; teachers provide instructions both in En-
glish and the chitdren's first language,rlf necessary. In: this way

students can learn ideas in their first language while becomlng skilled
in Eng ish.
Who i5 the staff for a bilingual program?

Teachers should be biiingually credentialed. However, when a
teacher in the bilingual program does not Speak the primary linguageé
of the student, ar: instructional aide who is fluent in the dominant
language of the student assists the child with the primary language.
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Criteria to ensure that each hired 4id« is able to understand, speak
read; ard write English and the primary language of the student are
responsibi.iti:s of the district. The aide most be familiar with the

cultural her:tagt ot students of fimited-English proficiency in the
bilingual classes to which he ur she is assigned.

when is a bilingual program provided at the eleméntarv level?

Whenever a school of any schoot dIbtrICt has ten or more students
of timited- tngrlsh prot1t1ency of the same primary language in the same
giade level the district must offer a blllngual program in a self-
contained classroom.

What types of bilingual programs are avaitabie?

0 Basic bilingual education program: Basic bilingual edication is
an organized program of instruction in which participating pu-
pils receive instruction in and through English and the primary

language ot the LEP pupils. The principal goal of this option

is to increase the English language prcficiency and academic

achievement of the LEP students.

o Bilingual bicultural education: Bilingual bicultural education
is an organized program of inStruction in which participating

pupils receive ipstruction in and through English and the pr*mary

language of the LEP puplls. The purpose of this option is to

increase the overall academic achievement and Engllsh language
prof1clency of LEP pupils and to develop the LEP pupils' primary
language skills.

o lnnovative olllngual program The purpose of the innovative

b1lingua' program option is to promote 1nnovat10ns 1n program

optlons mentioned above that focus on new management approaches,
greater emph351s on team teachlng, or other appropriate im-
provements which expand the learning opportunities of pupils

of limitéd-English proficiency.

What haprenc when an elementary school has fewer than ten LEP students?

The students will be prov1ded an ind1v1dual learn1ng program (ILP)
deslgned to meet eoual educational opportunities for LEP students by pro-
moting bnglish language develou.eént and by quscalnlng normal academic
achievement through the use of the student's primary language for subject

matter instructionss

o Elementary-level individual learning program: The elementary-
level individiial learning program represents the minimum pro-
gram requirements for elementary LEP pupils not enrolled in
basic bilingual; bilingual bicultural; or experimental bilingual

programs: It is an individualized version of program option de-

s1gned to provide eqnal educational opportunities for elementary
LEP pupils by promoting English language development and by
sustaining normal acadewmic achievemant through the use of the
pupil's primary language for subject matter instructions
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When is a bilingual program provided at the secondary level?

~ There. are no classrooii compoSition requirements based on lirguistic
criteria for secondary programs. liowever, the teachers providing the
primarv language compcnent shall be bilingual crosscultural teachers or,

if no such teachers are avaitabile; ianguage deveiopment speCIailsts who

are assxsted by blixnguai crosscultural aldes There are two types of

) 5econdary*ieyei Jaongnage development program: The purpose of
the secondary LEP puplils with & structured bilingual progran
delivered by bilingually credentialed teachers and/or language
development speclalisis assisted by bilingual crosscultural
aides. The program is designed to promote English langucge
proficiency and academic achievemeut through tne use of the
student' s prlmary kanguage for instruccion in the nonetlective

coutent courses required for graduation.

o Secondary—level individual learning program: The secondary-
Tevel individual learning program represents the minimum [ rogram
requirements for secondary LEP students and must be provided for

all secondary LEP students not enroiied in a secondary-level lan-

guage deveiopmeut program. It is a systematic, individualized
program of instruction designed to ensure equal educational
opportunitles for secondary LEP students by promoting English
language develppment and by sustaining normal academic achieve-
ment through the use of the student's primary language for
subject matter instructions

with an instrument selected by the district. When an LEP student meets
the definition of FEP based on district-adopted standards, the student
is reciassifled as fluent-English proficient and is ellglble for an
all-English program.

Must paren:s be notified before a child may be enrolled in a bilingual
program?

Yes: Before a child way be enrolled in a bilingual program, the
parents of the child must be notified in writing about Lhe rollow1n5.

The program being offered

Gther program options available

The parents' right to visit the program

The parents' right to withdraw theéir child from the program
The parents' right to participate on the school and district
bilingual advisory committees

O O 0100

What if parents wish to withdraw their child from & bilingual program?

If parents of an LEP pup11 wish to withdraw the pupll trom a billn-

the pupil arn xndivxduai learning program (ILP)

12 26



4.13

4.14

May parents request the withdrawal of their child from an individual

learning program?

Yes. Parents may request that their child be withdrawn from an
individual learning program (poth elementary and secondary) In such

cases; the district must establish a procedure co ensure that parents are

informed of the goals; ObJeCtIVeS, and activities of the ind1v1dual

learnlog program by an admlnlstrator or de31gnee kno»ledgeable about the

programs A w1thdrawal reqiest SLgned by the parent and adminis‘.rator,
along with a copy of the 1nd1v1dual learning program from which the pupil
has been withcurawn, must be maintained in the school's filess

What is a bilingual advisory committee?

Each school distrlct with more than SU LEP auplls stiall establish
a blllngual district advisory commiCCee., At the same time each school

a school-level adv1sory comnittee, Parents of bEP pupiis not empioyed

by the district are always welcome to join the committee and shall

constitute a majority of the committee.
What are the responsibilities of the bilingual advisory committee?

The committee will advise on the development of a dIStriCt master
plan for. blllngual education which will take into consideration the

school site master ptans for b11ingual education.r The committee will

also 3551st in conductlng a distrlctw1de bilingual education needs
assessment on a school-py-school basis. 1In addition; the committee is
responsible for the following:

o Advise in the establishment of district bilingual education

programs; goals; and objectives.
o Assist in thie development of plan to ensureé compliance with
tedcher and teacher aide requirements.

o Assist in the adminlstratlon of the annual language census

and advise on requests to use an alternative instrument and/or
procedures.

o Review and comment on the written notification(s) to limited=
English-proficient; fluent-English-proficient; and English-only
pupils of initial enrciiment.

0 Review and comment on the district language reclassification

criteria, standards, and procedures.

o Sign off on wziver requests related to bilinguai education.
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5.0 ADDITIONAL EDUCATION PRUGRAMS AND SERVICES

What is the Advanced Placement Program?

The Advanced Piacement Program is a cooperatlve educatlonal endeavor
ridies 1n,secondary schools. Able ;nterested stgdencs are ngen ]
oppdrtuhitiéé both for college-level learning and for demonstrating their

accouplishments through advanced placement examinations.

What is alternmative education?

Alternative education makes it possible for parents, students, and
teachers to request optional schools or educational programs. School
authorities do not have to do what 1s requested; but amany provide for
different nzeds. For example, some school authorities. prov1de optlonal

(alternative) schools in wh:ch students may start thexr studies in their

native tongue or be enroiled in a classroam where the teacher speaks the
chlld s primary 1anguage., Parentg,and students should agk about the
choices (alternatives) offered. They may also ask for programs that are
nor, cffered.

What is continvation education?

Continuatlon educatlon provides a part—time aLtendance opclon for
high school students sixteen or seventeen years old at_ the time of en-
rollment. Cont;nuation high schools or continuvation ClaSqu have served
as the laigest dropout prevention program in California. The goal is to

prov1de a flexxbi personaixzed progrém to heip studencs meet district

Students may need paLt-tlme high schools if they. are employed

part time or fulil time, are concurrentiy enrolied in other training or

educational programs, or need a shorter school day or school week for
physical, social, or economic reasons.

of course of study. It is provided by school districts and regional
occupational centers and programs to all students enrolled in the Cali-
fornia public schools. Part-time employment may be obtained for students
who need the earnings from such employment to continue their vocational
training on a fuil-time basis.
What is the intent of vocational education?

Vocational educarion programs are intended to provide training or

retraining which is of high quality, is realistic, and is suited to the

needs; interests, and abilities of the student.
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Who 1is eligible to receive vocatiocnal education?

have completed or dIScontInued formai educatlon or are preparing to enter
the labor market; those wno are emploved but need <o upgrade skllls or
learn new skllls, those with special education hanzicaps; and those in
postsecondary schools.

WOrk experlence educatlon is a course of study whlch the governing
board of a high school dlstrlct or other ;ocal educational agency may
ebtabllbh,, Standards and operational gu1de11nes for acceptable programs
are established by the state. Three types of work experience programs in

California are:

QSSlbt che student in cireer guidance and developme1t proces*.
The student has the opportunity to observe a variety «f coccupa-

tions. There is no intent tou teach productive skills.

o General work experience a combination of related
work experience education instruction and paid employment de-
éigﬁéd to assist the student in acquiring desirable work habits

and attitudes.. Paid employment need not be related to the
student's career goals.

o chétioﬁaigwcrkfexgeriencegeducacion a conbination of con-

Who pays for adult education?

ihe éc'ate of California through the ététe ije'pa'rtm'énc bf Educacion

adult education programs. However; many enrichment programs are offered
as well for those who are fluent in English and possess a high schooil or
college diploma.
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What is opporturnity edication?

Opportunity classes and individual opportunltv programs are among

§egeral programs des:l.gnate'1 to heip studerts sucreed in school. Identi-

fied students are placey in a part-time adjustment class in place of or
along with a minimum attendance day.

Who provides opportunity education?

Programs and servxces are provided by qualitled school personnel:

The programs prov:ae a chance; for students to continue thelr education,
allev1ate adjustment problems, and help students return to the regular
school or classes as soon as p0551ble.

Is there a child development program available for my child in the state
educational system?

Yes. Yc Chlld may be enrolled in a state—sub51diled chlld devel-

Am I eligible for a state-subsidized chiid development program for my
child?

Yes, if you are employed or are in JOb trainlng or are veeklng
employment or are disabled and meet the established e]lglblllty and need

criteria.

tHow many types of the state-subsidized chiid development programs are
there?

There are nine types oif such programs:

(1) General

(2) Migrant

(3) Campus - -

(4) School-age parent and infant development

(5) Alternative payment

(b) State preschool

(7) IhtergehérétiOhal :

(8) Special programs for severely handicapped chiidren

(9) Resource and referral

Where can I go and enrcll my child?

~ You may goitoiapyiof the public and prtvate ageucxes funded for such
program services to meet your needs. These agencies 1nclude school
dlStrlctS, community college:,L the Californla State Unlversity and rollege

System and the Unlversity of Callfornia, county superlntendentb of

private nursery schools, home care providers; and nonprofIt organIzations;
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What can my child learn from such a program?

lt préparéé your brééChOOl child to gL td Rindergartén ot tirst

and some recreatlonai activities.
What are some of the benefits my child and I will get?
Benefits include, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) 3afe and approprIate physical environuzent

(2) #Age—appropriate activities

(3) Cultural, llngu1st1c, and other spec1al needs pro3ram
~dactivities

(4) Family and community involvement

(5) Parent education.. .. .. = =
(6) Efficient and effective iocai program administration

(7) Diverse iinguistic and cultural staff matching the makeup of
- the children and families

(8) support serv1ces, Such as hou51ng neads

(9) Social services; such as welfare rights and services
(10) Health services; such as low-cost or free health care

What are the program expenses?

A parent fee may be charged 1n accordancé with the established slid=
1ng fee schedule based on the family income and eligibility.

What are year-round schoois?

Year-round schools usually begin each school year in July and end
the school year the following June. Stidernts attend the same required
175 to 180 days as in the traditional schools. However, they have threce

or four shorter vacations; which vary from three to six weeks at a time,

rather than attend school continuously for nine months and then have

three months off during the summer.
What are year—round calendars?

Year*round caiendars are desxgned espeCIaily for year~founﬂ schoo;s.

For exampie, in the 45-15 ptan; students attend school for nine week

then have three wpeks of vacatlon. Thls pattern is repeated ‘our times
during the year. Other examples are the 60-20, p‘an and the 9D-30 plan.

Yes. The students in year-round schools have the same learning
ODportunities, curriculum requiremernts, work experiences, Student activ—
ities, and sports teams as the sStudents have in régular schools.
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One day they may aii be year-rdnndtiiﬂdﬁener, Catifornia schools have

traditionally started in September and ended in June, 1t is hard tc break
tradition.

5.25 Are year-round schools required?
In some overcrowded schools a yearjrgund calendar is cequired: In

less crowded schools; parents have a choice between nine-month and year-
round calendars.

5.26 Do all year-round students attend class at the same time?

They all attend school at the same time and take vacatiou at the same

time. In very overcrcwded schoois the students are d1v1ded 1nto four

schogl. The groups are rot@ted,at,each vacation C)cle so that everyone
completes the same amount of school.

5:27 bo year —round schoois offer summer sessions?

~ Yes. Summer sessions in year-round schools, called interses-
sions, are otfered during the shorter vacation breaks. Students can
have the same courses as are offcred in the sumaer; but the scheduling
is different.

5.23 Where can I get more information on year-round schools?

: Flrst contact the dlsrrlct coordlnator for year-round education,
Other _good sources of information are the principal of the year-round
school; teachers, and schcol counselors.

5.29 Will my children enjoy year-round education?

‘¥es. The great majority of studerits and parents enrolled in year-—
round program$S enjoy attending year-round Schools. If your children are
assigned to or select a year-roun~ school, you should look forward to a
positive experience for them.

5.30 Whar is summer school?

Summe r school is held during the aonths of June, July, and August.
State—supported summer schcol programs are available for (1) students
in grades seven through twelve who need help in meeting district stan-
dards of prorlciency, (2) senIors in need or credl s Fnr graduatlon,

next regular schiool year; and (4) students enrolled in year- round and
special education programs Additional state—funded summer school in-

struction is available for students in the Core academic areas of mathe-

matlcs, science, social studies, language arts, foreign language, fine
arts, and computer education.
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5.31 How can a summer school help students?

Wﬁ?he summe r school programs allow students to take advanced academlc

courses and provide enrichment for elementary and junior high school sStu-
dents. Students can also take the courses they need to meet graduation

requirerents.
5.32 How do I know if a child is gifted or talented?
] The legai definition of a gifted and talented child in California
is a pupli enrolled in a publlc elementary or secondary School in califor-

nia who is identifled as possessing demonstrated or pctential abilities
that give evidence of high peiformance.

5.33 What are the dlstlngulshing features of the California Gifted and Talented

Education (GATE) Program?

Since 19bl thls program has been concerned with potential as well as
demons trated ability. It has led tie nation in programmlng geared to the

development of specific intellectual and creative abitity:
5.34 Wnat are the GATE identification categories?

a. Intellectual ability
b. Spacific academic ability

c. High achievement ability
d. Creative ability

e. Visual and performing ability
f. Leadership ability

5.35 What kind of evidencé is used to identify a child is gifted and talented?

a: ééﬁaa ”iass, ard 1ndiv1dual pupii records

b. Evatuatlon by a credentialed school psychologist and assessment by
professional persons (Written parental consent should be obtained
before testing.)

c. Group and ifidividual tests .

d. Intervicws and questionnaires (teacher parent, and others)

Pupil products

Judgwent of peers

5.3b What grade levels are served in GATE prbgraméé

tion of services for gifted and talented youngsters at alil grade levels.
5.37 are schooi districcs required to have GATE programs?

No. The GATE program is. permissive.iiﬁoﬁeyer the7§§3 ééﬁaai

aistricts that have such programs in 1984 contain more than 80 percent of

the total pubiic school enroiiment.
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5.38

5.39

5:40

What are work permits?

Work perrits are documents required for underage studenlts to become
employed.

Who iL responsible for issuing work permits?

Schooi diatrict personnei are re=pon=ibie for Ibsu1ng work permlts

to minors. No minor having a work permit and no minor under eighteen
years of age who is otherwise required by law to attend Sciool may be out
of scbOUl andiunemployed for a period longer than ten ~onsecutive days

whilé the public Schools are in session. This does not a2pply to any
minor who has been graduated from a high school maintaining a four-year

course above the eighth grade or who has had an eqﬁai amount of education

in a private sc hool or who has been zwarded a certificate .f proficiency
by the state.

, Under certain conditions a work permit may be issued to any minor
betwéen twelve jears of age and eighteen years of age.

What information does a valid work permit contain?
A valid work permit shall cortain:

o The name; age, birth date; address; and phoiie number of the

minor. _ . ]
o The piace and hours of compuisory pa*t-tIme schootl attendance for

the minor, or statemeut of exemption therefrom, and the h0ure of
compulsory full—time school atrtendance for the minor, if the
perait is isSued for outside of schooi hours

o} Thé maximum number of hours per day and per week the student may

The minor's social security numbe r

The signature of the minor and the issuing suthority
o The date on which the permit expires

[e QNN
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6e2

6:0 PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN THE SCHOOLS

Wity sheuld 1 become involved in my child's schooling?

You as . a parent play an. important roie In your child's educaticn.

You are your chIid 5 First and most 1mportant teacher. Tn most cdses

formation w1th teachers that will help thém understand your child bertter.
When you give teachers an opportunity to coumunicate with you, you indi-

cate to them that you are willing to work with tném in the education of

your children. They know that they can cazil oa ysu to help resolve

problems tnat aay surface at school or ar home and that you will support

each other for the benefit of your child.
How can I Support my child's education at home?
There are many ways to help yoar child do weit in sc wol:

o] Maxc sure that your child hae an adequate nighr s s‘eep and a

activities.
v uncourage your chitd to continue working in his or her studies

amd expiain the importance of education to bis or her tfuture.
o Be aware of what is being taught in School and reinforce it at

nome-
o Comnmunicate frequentlv with your child's schools Phone teachers

and counselors if a personal me°ting is inconvenient

o Read not:ces, newsletters, and buiietins sent home bv the school
and return them signed if requested to do so.

o] Find out what spec1al services are availablé to your child at
school and in the community.

affect your chiids

o Support your chiid's teacher and schooi.

o Arrange a definite time without any interference for your chiid
to do homework.

o Read to your younger children;

o Take or send your children to the neighborhood library to check
out books;

o Take &out children on educational tripo to the mugeum, 200, 3rt
shows, differert neighborhoods, etc.

o Limit thé timé that your child is allowed to watch television

each day.



6.3 What are some of the ways in which I can participate in my child's
school?

A5 a parent you have many opuortunities to become involved in a

variety of activities in your chi.d's schcol: Schools zre always eager

to involve parents in parent organIzatlons such as a schoo. site coun-
cil,; school advisory commi:tees, district adv150ry -ommittees, blllngual
advisory committees, and parent-teacher organizations.

You may be requested to:

o Help in your chitd s classrcoms

o Work in a parent's room which is used by parents to make mate-

;lals, games or prOJects needed by teuchers for classroom usc.
o work ir the school library or eafeterla. ) , )
0 Supervise children during field trips to the r~arR the neighbor-
hood library,; the zoo; etce
o Supervxse playground activities.

Share your cultural practices, hobbiez, or skilis, such as wood

Q!

carving, needlepoint, photography, etc.
Arrange bullet*n boards. )

Make telephone calls to other parents.
Read stories to groupe of chuildren.

Do indiv1dual Cutoring.

Help childreu to buiid prOJeccs.

Participate on fund-raising committees organized to taise
money o purchase additional matrreials cr play equipmeat for
thie school. B .

o Attend parenL—teacher couferéncés and "cnen house.”

o Attend school board meetingss

000 0 O ©

6.4 What rights do I have as a parent?
As a parent, you have the right to:

o Choose whether your child goes to a public; parochial, or private

schools;

o Receive information about what is being taught, what methods and

materials are being used, and how achievement 15 evaliaced at
your child's school.f

procedures.

o Request conferences with the teacher and principal.

o Look at materials used in the classroom and review any materials
purchased W1rh federal money for special programs.

cies; or skills your Chlld is supposed to accompiISh.

l4il of the items listed here (except the last item) are taken from Bruce Baron
&t al., What Did You Learn in School Today? (New York: Warner Books; Incs,

1983, pp: 264~265): Used with permission.
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Voice your oplnlon on what is taught in your Chlld s claasroom.

You do hof have “he F1nal say and should work with the sch.ol

Experc that your child will be phy51caliy and emotionally safe
while at school. i
Expect adequa:e supervisxon of your child durlng the school day.

Be informed in advance about school rules, attendance policieq

dress rodes, procedures tor visiting the school; etc.
Appeal a school declslon that affects your child's rlghts.

class for students considered to hava behavior prnblems;

Appeal a decision made by the school to suspend or expel your
child frem schooils

Receive information about which tests your child is given and
what the purpose is for testing.
Receive lhformatlon about any psychologlral testxng the school

does involving your child. Your permission must pe given befeie
such testing can take place:

Receive information concerning test scores9 what they mean, arid

tow they are useds
Partlc‘pate as a member or a parent committee or couhcil. These

district. ,
Be heard when schooi policies are set or changed such as estab-

Look at the records the school Reeps on your child.
Questlon anythlng in your child's record which you feei is

satisfactory response from the school.

Have your handicapped child placed in an “appropriate” public

school prog,am, 7Parence also,mustfgch written consent for the
placement of their handicapped child.
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7.1

7.2

7:3

7.4
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7.6

7.0 STRUCTUKE OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

What is the structure of the public schuols?

California prllC schools are organi7ed 1nto elementary school

schooi districts grades nine through twelve).
What major agencies have an effect on the public =chools?

The major agencies that influence the schools are sclhiool districts;

county offices of education; state agencies, and federal agencies: &ll

have a part in providing appropriate education for your child.
Who contiGls the schools in your School district?

School districts are controlled by a local governing woard. The
board is responsible for establishing, maintaining; and operating the
schools under its controls

What is the structure of a typical elementary school?

In an eleméntary school the principal is respousible for the daily

program, and each teacher is responsible for one class. When a school
has enough limited-English-proficient students with the same primary lan-

guage, bilxngual teachers are required. In addition, the school staff
usualty includes speciaiists in reading, mathematics, and Engilsh as a
Qecond language, speech therapists, a nurse; teachers' aides; a community
liaison officer; a bilingual program coordinator; and resource teachers.

What is the structure of a typical high school?

In a high school, the principal is responsible for the whole school
and is generally assisted by assistant principals who are respon51b1e for
specific areas of fhe school s administration. Larber high schools have

education, and so on). Special programs, such as biiingual education, as

a rule; have a director or coordinator.
How are school districts financed?

Part of public school funding comes from local property taxes. How-
ever; most of the funds come from state taxes. The Califcrnia Legisia-
ture decides the zmount of funding for public schools. Additional funds
are given to some schooi districts that have students with Special needs.
Most of the federal funds are used to help students who have special
needs, 8students from iow-income famiiies, students with bilingual edu-
cation needas, students enrolled in vocational education programs, and
handicapped students.



7:7 Why should parents understand the structure of public schools?

Lnformed parents are able to help their children make appropriate
decisions about their educdtional needs. Parents should understand
the structure of the Califournia public education systea to enhaace edu-
cational opportunities for their children and themselves.

39
25 B83.37 DE13227 9-84 2M
Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



