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ABSTRACT

Examining the transition from high school to the work
place of third-year high school students in Japan who expected to
assume jobs upon graduation, this study conducted interviews with
placement counselors at four different schools: an urban public
scheol with a general focus, an urban public high school with an
industrial focus, and urban private high school with a general
program, and a rural public high school with a general focus. The
counselors discussed their relationship to the Public Employment
Security Office (PESO) and their roles in conducting employment
education, in surveying students concerning counseling needs, in
organizing counseling room materials, in collecting and maintaining
recruitment cards, in counseling students concerning employment
choices, in finding available jobs for students, in practicing for
interviews and entrance examinations, in maintaining contacts with
prospective employers, and in finding second companies for students
who failed on the first round of employment entrance examinations.
Graduation and employment statistics for each of the schools were
reviewed. Approximately 15 students from each of the 4 t=chools were
interviewed about: finding jobs; counselor, teacher, and parent
advice; company entrance examinations and their number; feelings
about the new job; special skills required, salary, and fringe
benefits; and outlook for their immediate and long-range future.
Finally the study interviewed four fo=mer students about their jobs
and inquired about the job's purpose, their progress on the job,
special duties, and the appropriateness of the past curriculum for
the present job. Sample company recruitment cards and a list of
reference materials conclude the document. (JEH)
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
"CAREER COUNSELING FOR NON-COLLEGE BOUND
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS IN JAPAN"

Japan is a country of 236 million people of whom 57 million are employed.
Every year more than | million graduating high school seniors join the labor force,
approximately 40% of the graduating cohort. This paper the transition from
tigh school to the work place of third year high school students in Japan who expect to
assume ,obs upon graduation.

Interviews have been conducted at 4 schools:

1. Anurban public school with a general focus

2. Anurban public high school vith an industrial focus

3. Anurban private high school with a general program

4. A rural public high school with a general focus.

At these schools the placement counselors were intervieved concerning their roles in
the placement of students in jobs. They discussed their relationship to PESO which is
the Public Employment Security Office (PESO supervises the employment process
for high school students and reports directly to the Ministry of Labor). The placement
counselors also discussed their roles in conducting employment education, in
surveying studemis concerning counseling needs, in orgamzing coumseling room
materials, in collecting and maintaining recruitment cards, in counseling students
concerning employment choices, in finding available jobs for students, in practicing
for intervievs and eptrance exams, in maintaining contacts with prospective
employers, and in finding second companies for those students who bave failed on the
first round of employment entrance exams. Finally, the counselors voiced their
expectations about the duration of their students’ participation in first jobs.

Graduation statistics for each of the 4 schools surply additional information
concerning the percentages of graduating studants who continued to 2 and 4 year
universities, specialized schools, and employment. Employment statistics supply
information concerning the percentage distribution of employed high school graduates
in various industries.
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Approximately 15 students in each of the 4 schools were intervieved
concerning how they found their jobs, advice and warning from thair counselors, and
teachers, discussion with parents, preparation for cornpany entrance exams, number of
exams taken, feelings about the job they are about to begin, content of the new jobs,
special skills required, settling-in time, changes in lifefstyle, salary and benefits,
independence from parents, length of stay at the job, age for marriage, and outlook for
immediate and long range future. ‘

At one of the 4 schools interviews were conducted with 4 employees who had
graduated from high school less than one year before. They were intervieved
concerning how they found their jobs, uncerstanding of the jobs' purpose, progress at
vork, special duties, everyday life, appropriateness of past curricutum for present
situation, salary, and outlook for immediate and long range future.

The interviews are followed by an example of the company recruitment card
used in Japanese high schools and a list of reference materials.

©
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INTERVIEWER'S INTRODUCTION

Japan is a country of 377,765 km? with a populstian of 119.5 million as of 1983. The
populacion deasity is 320.5 people per km?. The literacy rate is 99%. Approximately 57,660,000
people were employed in 1984 (JETRO, 1985, preface). In canirax, the U.S.A. is a country of
9,363,000 km? with & popalation of 236 million. Simple arithmetic says that the land mass of the
U.5.A is 24 times that of Japan while the population of the U.S.A. is only shout double. Japanisa
country where space tad overpopulation are problems. The physical, ecanomic and social conditions
dlqtnmmbhdmmmnampdﬁwwdayw,wmqﬁwmpeﬁﬁmfa
jd& :
10,1984 & total of 1,482,312 seniors graduated from Japanese bigh schools 590,125 jeined
the isborfarce full time and 17,112 continmed to higher education (asually night school) while holding
full time jobs. Thus, 607,237 ar 41% of the graduating cobort found jobs. The per cent who entered
mmtmhmmmznmmmuyumuqu(&eﬁml and 2 for
high school graduation statistics for Japen, 1984). Of the 607,237 who were employed, 173,238 toak
affice jobs, 110,750 took jobs in sales, 202 K28 took technical or mannsl lahar jobs, 61,131 took jobs
in sales and 59,890 took jobs i other industries (See Figures 3 and 4 for distribution of employed
gradustes in Japaa by industry, 1984). The effort to rationatize the search for jobs after high school has
resulted i the system described in this paper.

memmu.s.mdmmcﬁmpwdmmrmm”a.mymy
well be tempted to commen that an employment system could be designed other ways. Infact, in
mmmmmtcmwfcmmewumkmauym
ocaly way possible. To go cutside the System is to condemn aneself to ¢ life of temparary employment
& very jow wages and movement from job to job. The 60+ sudents | have ingerviewed arefollowing &
wﬂdﬁuﬂpﬂhﬁﬂ““mahﬁjﬁhaﬁgﬂymﬁmwm The purpose
dmmnwmmmmmmmd(cwmmmm
wcﬂmdﬁdywnﬂmwbmmmi&smpﬁﬁmmmmﬂ.

mwmmmmmmmmummﬁmm. acycle
a3 predictable as the seasons in this country. Jobs in companies, for the most part, also begin in Agpril.
Thet cyclical background and timing must be keptin mind asthetext is read. Without the time fraae,
the wordsbecome meaningiess.

The Japanese school system is 6-3-3 in arrangement, meaning 6 years of elementary school, 3
yelsnfmiddleachod(glowcmmd)ndhmdmm (or upper secondary
school). quﬁodﬁilﬂspudnmedﬂhpinhmdmnmyee,mmm
mmm«immqmm.mmmmm-mmmmmmmmaf
high school, what we in the west would call the senicr year. The 4 gradustes whom [ interviewed «
Sakursgaoka had just gradusted in March and begun jobs in April.

minhpudependmtbdrmdmmmfanppmmmpinﬁnﬁngjobs
upon gradustion. The System bas been exablished by law. Students and employers can oaly
commuanicate vis PESO, the Public Employment Security Office, or more likely via their high schools.

|
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-m-mmmam”mkmmmmemmmummmmﬁes. as one of the

counselors emphasized in his talk with me. That trust is the mot impartant factor in making the
employment sysem wark in Japan. Students trust that their counselors and bomeroom teachers will
belp them find good jobs. Counselors trust in the recruitment cards and companies. Companies trust
that schools will send them qualified candidates. Allrely onPESO's afficial sampof trust.

The format of this peper is the interview. They were conducted in the period becween
Sumsaer, 1985 and Winter, 1986 and were recorded an cassette tape for later transistion. A copy of any
of them canbe obtained by writing to Patricia Horvath, 4-17-33 Mita, Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan108.

I wish that I could coavey on paper the mood of each interview as weil a3 the cantent. Ihave
wmhmumummmmmmmmmﬁm

mmm-en«etm'hndopuudwmmmumedwmnbnmy
wse of theirtime. The countryside students were besitant, siry and almost innocent.

Females were much more cooperative than males. 1had sotrouble learning about the women's
fikes and dislikes, hopes and fears. Tryin;togetinfnﬁonmdmmﬂeﬁghnbool
students proved to be mare difficult.

MTM.MWMM,NCWMWﬂQ‘:WWﬂM,
themmmmuwtveywmmedmempuiaﬂwywmgdqwm
Mmdwbemtcwldtommm At F. City High Schoal and
Toono-Miyamat:. the students seemed much mare insecure and rather hetitant about their coming
working lives. The sttitdes of the stodeats toward work was different in each of the schools, and I
attribute much of that difference tothedifferencesinthefocus of the curricuium and teaching staff.

Sudﬂmhmnddymhﬁeqmmwuﬁqwm,wm

woaen tead to want to retire after relatively fewer years of work. It would seem that Japanese males '

nmmmmmmummmwmqwm sbout
working to retirement. The difference between sexes can alsobe seen in the responses o the ideal age
to marry with womeas giving generaily lower ages than mea Marrisge seems to be & mare fixed poiat
of reference forthe females than for the males.

lntbemﬁdethecln’eedajohiumme—touyinmepﬁmea‘togomme
big city. The students in the city con't have to make such a drastic choice. The pay differentials
between work in the countryside and wark in the city are also rather large. Starting ssleries in Iwate
seem to be about ¥20,000 Jess than for those who will work in the city. The variety of jobs availsble
for igh school students from the countryzide is also limited. Office jobs in the city simply coulda't be
foundtorthehﬁymuiwomen.wmmnmmthnmghtutbewmmﬁmSnmuon

Cmpﬁq&edﬁﬂmm«sbyxhodgimaﬁvidpimdouupeadﬁghschod
lifeinJapan.

Respectfullysubmitted,

Patricie J. Horvath

March, 1986

National lastitutefor EducationalR esearch

Tokyo, Japan

2 8



e-..» wUPY AVAILABLE

INTERVIEW WITHMS. T.
HEAD OF PLACEMENT
AT
TORITSUF. KOOTOO GAKKQO
(F. CITY HIGH SCHOOL*)
KOTO-KU, TOKYO

*Note: Out of respect to privacy, the counselor at this school requested that hér name and the exact
name of the school be withheld from this report. Upon request, documentation will be provided for
verification of allinformatioa giveninthefollowing interview.

Founded in 1924 by the city of Tokyo ss the first women's high school in Koto-ku, F. City
Higb School became coeducational in 1949 in the wake of educational refarms imposed by the
Americanoccupation. Today the populstion of F. High School is 1143, 564 males and 579 femalesin
three grades with 8 classes per grade, or aa sverage of 47 students per clast.  Rebuilt in 1985, the
school encompasses 9,574 square meters and has 60 teachers and 25 additional steff. In 1984, 355
sudents, 164 males and 191 females, gradusted fram F. City High Schoal (See Figures 1 and 2 for
gradustion statistics for 1984). 71 of those gradustes, 13 males and S8 females, or 20% of the
gradusting class, found jobs.

Ms. T., a chemistry teacher with 10 years of teaching experience, is in ber third and last year
as head counselor is alsoin <harge of job placement. She teaches 13 hours of ciasses per week insead
of the aormal teacher load of 17. Schoal palicy states that the position of placement counselor bas a
term of taree years. Next year she will step down to became a homeroam teacher and another teacher
will become the bead counseior. Resignation fram her position has made ber both happy and sad.
Counseling duties take up an incredihle amount of time of each werking day and she spent virmally
every day of her summer vacation st the schoal with students. Dealing with people fram companiesis
very tiring, ¥nd warries shout students plague ber 30 she is relatively happy to be finishing up her
term. She feels, however, that there is much yet to be done ia streamlining the employment system at
theschool. She bas & last established a good warking relstionship with the company £zople who visit
and has learned their likes and dislikes in employees, but the new placemer: officer must build up
these relationships from scratch. Inthese rezpects she is sadto leave th position.

A male physicsteacher and a female English teacher are in charge of callecting materials and
of counseling students shout matriculation to 2 and 4 year colleges and universities. A male social
studies teacher isin charge of collecting materials and counseling students about specialized schools.
Nane of these teachers nasindividual homeroam duties.

The placement office, beand new asis the rest of the building, is located on the first floor aext
to the principal's office. Inthe old schoal building there was no placement office, but a small section
of the teachers’ conferenceroom wasreserved for placement materials.

One of the four counselors is always oa duty in this new office fram Monday through Friday
during school hours. One large roam, it bouses the recruitment cards, company pemphlets, boaks en
how to take entrance exams and on how 0 get a certain kind of job, job husting handbooks,

S
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specialized school guide books, university guideboaks, boaks of sample questions for both university
andmpnym.nqﬁmﬁanemﬂaymu.ndﬁndmpuiabym
Udmudybmﬁemi:lxgeudvuypnbﬁc.mplmninfminﬁvidw corferences, 2
fact which Ms. T regrets. With an extra room for conferences students would be sble to speak more
persanally with their counseiors without being overbeard by everyone. Students may visit the roam
freely, though most visitors are third year stodents. Arcund February second year students who will
became seniars in Ageil begin o trickle in with their questions. First year sudents rarely stop by.

hemideiqjob:tcudeﬁ.ﬁegmdmmbeﬁvidedinomomﬁn
m:—ﬁedvﬂssviucpimmpmia(&eﬁmSndﬂcdi:ﬁbﬁmdmployeq
gradustesbyindustry). mmmmmqpﬁmmmegmmmmé
thet is, the prospective employee and prospective employer. In 1984 10 mudents—4 males and 6
tmmnmmmmmmum.nmmnmmn
of the total graduating class of 355 (See Figures 1 and 2 for graduation statistics). Civil service jobs
issne no recruitment cards, only announcements ia public places. The schoal does have and distribute
qﬁﬁmtadﬂdﬂﬂuiﬂ.ﬂutuhpﬂm.mmmnw
but does not bave spplications for city civil service jobs, for the palice force, or for the fire
department. If stodents are interested in such jobs, it is their respansibility to go to the sppropriste
office, obtain the applications and file all aecessary documentation. However, when a new group of
mmmmtcw,mmpmummmmma
entrancexaminstions.

A civil service exam is difficult a0d consists of two parts—the written test and the interview,
given oa different dates. mmmmumm.mmum.j&m
rather places the names of the passiag spplicants on & waiting li. Thus the civil service exams are
mare like qualifying exams, a3 passing does not guarantee employmens. Candidates sre listed in order
wmmumnwmmmmummmmwmm Those on the
mmammmmmwmcm«m«u«emnmm
position. They might not be offered any job st all. Those candidates who do not hear sooa after April
nmedbyﬂemndmmnﬂ&epcminchqedﬁﬁqinaﬂemiqmmmdr
situatioas: counselors also volunteer o call for students if they are besitant. The counselors can
unmﬂyletnmmevcioumnddiviﬁmmamanexpeawbeaﬂed
for 8 job and if s0, when.

Themeliqdﬁce.inuiewbed)lewmemeqndmwﬁchmmmaﬁsefmm
thdruﬁm.mﬁuueﬂmmmmmmmepmﬂpaimdmdvﬂwvmmﬁm.
Mndunhdj&sqﬁdfcdhmdmmmiﬂm. The record also includes
the content of the interview, whether it was individual or group and what questions were asked. The
lppﬁmnundwmdmdrupdmimm&-dydwinuvimnmﬂmdbme
once success ~ failure of a8 exam is formally announced by mail to the sudents’ homes, it becomes
much more difficult to get an objective report, especially in the case of failure. Future spplicants are
umedtomdtbaereccdswlmmmabm:hejobstheym Recards are kept for 8
mumber of years so that alibrary of infr-mationisreadil, avelable.
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In the case of peivate companies, students are instructed to obtain their eatry ievel jobs with
mmammmm 61 students, 9 males and 52 females, or 17% of all graduates

obtained jobs in private compasnies through F. City High School (See Figures 1 and 2 for graduation
satistics). The PESOoffice, i theory, assisis students in obtaining jobs, but the actual responsibility
has been transferred to the school. Laws bave been passed which state that this respontibility may be
taken by the school ia place of PESO. Ms. T goes to the PESO office 5 times a year when there are
Wmﬁqmmmm,mmmmwmgmmmm

A survey is conducted st the end of the first year at F. High School to determine what the
counseling needs of the coming years are going to be. At least one third of the respondents answer
undecided when asked shout their plans after high school. This is the oaly initial preparation for job
placement done during the first two years. No meetings concerning employment are held with pareats
atail.

hApilsajuﬁadnbemuanniachs.tbemunbesbeginm:hmwhmmey
will continue tofarther schooling or seek employment, but same cannot and do not decide until much
ister in the year. In May of the senior year the counseling affice conducts a lecture oa readiness for
mplqnandmepmdmmndnﬁqmpuymmm. The
schedule for the remainder of the year concerning employment is outlined for the students. In June
Mumwwqdhmm“nudhdwmwmﬁwmu
presentations shout their own experiencesinfinding jobs and their current warking lives.

When the recruitment cards are sbout to arrive students are sgain called together for 8
discussion of what the cards are, bow to read them, and what points are cruciai to deciding on &
company.

About 450 recruitment cards arrived in 1984 for 52 females seeking employment in companies
and sbout 350 for 9 males. Since the aumber of males seeking employment was very smail, the
chaice for males was greater and overall competition wasnot as steep.

Recruitment cards come from the companies directly but sametime sround May or June, they
Bave passed urough the hands of the PESO office Which spproves each of the conditions for
empioyment. The cards receive a stamp of approval from that office, & sign that the conditians violate
sone of the accepted standards for employment.

mmpﬁsmbeﬁnmemdm«ddimmmmdsmﬂm
after 1 July. Those companies vhich have a long relationship of recruiting scudents from F. High
School immedistety send their representatives to the school when the season begins in July. Those
mmawhchbehmmqmmyafnrchmeumammmmmmw
cards via the mail. The cards occasionslly contain balf truths. For instance, on & recruitment card
overtime is described as twice & week for four hours, but is required every day. Sametimes previous
mwmmuywﬂhmmmpﬁambemedmcmﬁmmmwmma
recruitment card. Other cards are written correctly, describing precisely the job being offered.
Usuuly bowever, jobs are described in vague terms, simply as office, mamdacuring, whalesale,
sales etc.

The exact content of most jobs is normally not determined until after the recruitment quotas
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_have been met and the results of the IQ tests are available. Ms. T. offered an example from last year.
A female mwpmdmmumfmndmmsmbmmwmedmbe
involved in sales. After work began in April she was assigned the computer room and trsined as a
computer operstar. As an expression of her dissppaintment on the third day of her aewly started job
she took off from work and came to see Ms. T. to <xplain her situstion. In spite of the shock, she did
make the adjustment successfully and holds the same position today.

All the recruitment cards are gathered and bound together. From the end of July to the
beginning of August the cards are svailshle to the students for inspection. A few students will not use
the recruitment cards at the school but rather use personal connections to find their jobs. A neighbor
or friend of the family mey suggest & student for employment st & relative's or friend’s compaay.
Emumnuan.npuﬁmjobismwbymmd,.nuuwumw.mumej&
throughout high school was asked to stay on full time st th"t company. Inthese cases, if it wishesto
be recarded as having used proper procedures for hiring & high school studeat, the biring company
must obtain & recruitmet card from the PESO office and follow formal procedures to the extent that
the law requires them to do %0.

A comprebensive list of every compasy sending recruitment cards to the schoal is made,
including other infarmation—the type of work expected, whether a graduate already works there, and
whether the company has firmly indicated that they'd like to have an employ=e from F. High School.
Each third pear sudent receives s copy of this list. By cansulting the list the students can easily pick
out ane or two companies where they bave aninterest in working. The process of looking through the
mmmhmmuﬁumumamdmmﬁmﬁmmmmwmgd
warking canditions like wages. Most comparnies that send recruitment cards also send & pamphlet, or
castpany prospectus, which is also consulted.

In the middle of August the students indicate their tentative chaices by filling in s form
entitled, 'Cumyﬁnﬂoymusw.mudmmuﬁuintbemadmompniuin
wﬁd&eymmmdmqumuﬂﬁqnm“meqpﬂmsmmy
will ot complain. Alististhen produced by the counseling office indicating how many students have
listed a given company as their choice, but the actual names of sudeats are withheld. A similer list is
mduwdfmﬁehmmmmmemadmemmwMthemeon
mmymmmmm'pdemeudmﬂmbedlbmmnbod. The next
step is another survey requesting first and second choices in order (o aarow down the possibilities.
The teachers then confer and decive exactly who will be the applicant to take the exam &t which
company. .
&mﬁgmiqouwﬁdudmtkwuhwﬁchmhmdym.memdm-me
eight senior bomercom teachers plus the four members of the counseling sts{f—-use grades, aumber of
absences, gumber of tardies as the relative benchmark figures for deciding. One day after the final
survey is callected the results are announced.

Aboutthe same time asthe internal selection, smdents receiveinstruction anthe preparation of
their persanal histaries. Insddition tos photograph, information requiredincludes aame, address, date
of birth, guardian'sname names of family members, schoals atended, companies previously worked

8
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"ot interests, clubs at school and ¢ statement shov.. the type of employment. sought. The persanal
history form is distributed for practice. Itis carrected by the teachers and a second form is distributed
foreveninal presentatiortocompanies

Mock examinations are also conducted. Students who are seeking employment are divided
into 12 groups—ase group for each counselor or senior hameroom teacher. [Each group reads
MM&MWmu&nMﬂ,Mwm«ﬁ&qu,mqwmm
t » prepared for, what answers not to give, etc. A few days ster individual interviews are held with
unimmvnimnpeasdndupdmmwmge,puﬁngsmdmpomm
questions. :

meﬂdudmmm?mhﬁdm,mmnmm
visits to companies, or kaisha kengain, during summer vacation. More than 5 companies must be
mwm.anﬂwﬁdhm&mmmmhﬂa The job is divided among
the 4 counselors and they each take tarns af the telephone to fix dates for sudents to visit Since the
mmmmmmammmmmywmmy
ﬁﬂumﬂﬁ“&ﬁu&m,hhwmmmmvmm
complsintthecompaniestelephonedforthem.

When the studests do visit companies, the visit aften turas out to include one or more tests.
Sometimes IQ) tests are administered or interviews are conducted. Stndents may also b= iastracted to
mmmmumwwtmmmLmrmn
mﬂymwmﬂuuu“l%hamm. This procedure of bringing
mm«ummmwwummmummumm
J#prezent tive wererequest~d catheschool recam 27 *ioa-frar cript, soall information butthe final
sigasture :srequested. After the interview when the counselr+ phones, campanies repart if the student
they bave seen has met their standards for employment. In this way the counselars have a chance to
mamqmwb«emmmm

Cmﬂmmmmuﬁkwfcmmwmtbem They may
mm»xmugmm¢uynmmmmummmmmm
mcmmﬂdﬂ&qhnm\‘mmdedimfcnﬂmm Banks
Mnﬂmmwwmmummwmmmum. As
lmgaﬁqMadeﬁemvat,nﬂammﬂyumdmmqﬁum a positicn at
whatever campany they choose becanse the overall sumber of male job seekers is very small and
mﬁamﬁmwyﬁemmmﬂsmﬁumdamdmbemm,mﬂm
Reeeulytbemndmtobemmmldedﬁmtcemploymmnbdngmdemmmdmore
mauiumempnyﬁithﬁememmoweubmmfmmmmqmedu
all

For the counselors this new tread is heipful and convenient for it gives them plenty of time to
seacch for & new company for a rejected applicant. On the other hand what companies are carrently
doingis.intaa.qﬁmamwﬁﬁmummmm-ptobegiminowemd
that 0o employment decisions canbe made until thattime.

As in other schools, the tendency is for parents not to be consulted by their children an
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matterspertaining eithertoemploymentortomatriculation.

mt&m«quﬁmm“m«mmmﬂsw,
Mﬁth«mﬂﬁmwﬁdmmmmplmmmeﬂod
recommendation-transcript form incloding neme, address, dates schoal sttendance, curriculum
followed, grades, number of absences, conduct, basic health statistics and the schoal representative’s
signature. meupdapyspedﬂmwmembemdmdwmmm
candidate. hmwﬁunpﬁqdﬁhﬁntmﬂemmmmmnmdd10
days ar mare during high ichool, then the ssudent will a0t be considered for employment uo matter
what other qualifications are possessed. For males this tandard does not seem to be true. Companies
mmmnmugmmu«mmm,mmma
selationships necessary ina ciub are also applicshleina companysit. vra.

Rigi after, all seniors seeking jobs are called for anothe. meeting in which encoursgement
3 warnings are given sbout the upcoming compeafry EXAmS. Warnings include telling studeats to
remember to iren all the clothes they will wesr to the eatrance exam, to remember to brush dandruff
off their collars and to have well-clipped asils. Company personnal officers will be loaking closely &t

- individual grooming especially during interviews. They will also be looking atpersonality and general

w.mmmmdmkwmnmmMu.wyfctmﬂs. A
female sndent recommended by the school who is serious and capsble of warking diligeatty might be
Mm”nmwmmummwtammm.

The students are then on their owa at the examsin October.

Placement tests are given beginning in October 204 on through November and December.
Students keep trying ot successive exams until they succeed at ane. Passing an exam cantake one day
arbealong series of trials. The interview section of the exam is very often the crucial deciding factor.
mm“kmmmpmtdmdemmmpﬁuwmw@quuinm
It has been gaid that two year colleges look st spplicants as futare seekers of jobs, and Uy to admit
stndents they believe will be easy to place inthe labor force.

For late arrivals in the placement office, finding a job may nct be 30 easy. Laxt year one
student was taken to PESO becanse be had taken & civil service examination in December and had
failed. After be was notified of feilure on the exam, be decided to try to find a job. The counselors
informed him that no new recruitment cards had come into the placement office. Three times one of
the counselors went directly to the PESO office with the student to try to find something. ALPESOthe
mdmm@uﬂmﬁmhﬁm“jﬁuﬁuﬂ,w&mhfumeymm
been taken. AL last one was found. This year when students who had failed exams came to the
placement office in search of aiternatives, several chaices existed. No extraordinary trips to PESO
werenocessury.

In March, one or two students who Lave failed to gain entrance to & university will sraggle
into the counselars affice in search of an employment aiternative. At least ane available recruitment
caed, ndtheebyjoh.iunﬁdyudtauﬁmebuinhembsofjobmﬁngsmdennisgmxer
than the sumber of cards, then the only aiternative would be PESO.

lnspitedllltbed!mnnthepttdtheschoolmditscmdanhmndsomme

n
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wmm.udnpsmplmdudmmm Later such students may find jobs using the
newspaper ar personal connections or take part time jobs. Ms. T. didn't really know much sbout the
sitoation, tcﬂemﬂyulyduhwhhudmwhohnemmaﬁrmmmimmmrd
employment. mxwm@mmfcwymfcndmmmmofm
but the problem really liesin those 3 u4:udemwhoamdoudewhu:heymmdomnﬁer
gradustion.
Cmcaﬁngduﬁmdmﬂoymeu.mmdmtmtobuuionswmnnmmw
pdﬁmfanlqﬁme,nhﬁcﬁuhﬁqquwwumwﬁm. The
omﬂmemfcmlﬁpdﬁmm&h“ﬁym.wmuﬂmlm
before completing a full yesr of work. The prevalence of ssndents who do ot wish to wark for 2
m«w«nm-mammmmmammmmmm.
mrmmwmmwwu:swmmymm
marrisge. For Ms. T., amarried employed female, this attitude is difficut to grasp. Female students
have repeatedty tald her that the role model she partrays does not apply to them and bsve asked ber
mmawdmmmmwwm Ms. T asks them to loak around
ot their own eavironment and determine how many families they know can actually affard to have a
wife who does not wark.  Statistics show that the sumber of working wives, most part time, has
incressed tremendously. To this evideace stodents merely sgy thet their Lives will be different or that
they would oaly work if absolutely aecessary. Ms. T. also eacourages them to examine the division
of 1sbor i bouseholds and determine their own based on seed, bt her students reply that asking their
Husbands or childrea to do housewark would make their {amilies misersble.
mhhneiuamelywbephudmmendmbmmpmiuuymmddmdr
mployeainoﬂxed:ﬂu.apedmymngldwhowmymntmneemployeemmldwn

Cmsmdmtopw;obs of respansibility to female employees. Many teachers themselves
reinforce role stereotypes. With the institotion of a sew law for equality in employment there is some

hopeﬁs&eﬁmdmmi;hdqemnmmmem.mmemwnnm
encouragiog.
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Figur. 1: Graduation Staristics for F. City High School, 1984 (F. Yooran, 1985, p.25).
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Figure 2: Graduation Statistics for F. City High Schoal by Per Ceat, 1984 (F. Yooran, 1985, p.25)
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T INTERVIEW WITH 20 STUDENTS

AT
TORITSU F. KOOTOO GAKKOO
(F. CITY HIGH SCHOOL*)
KOTO-KU, TOKYO

¥Mixe: Out of respect to privacy, the counselor in charge requested that the name of the school and
the students’ exact names be withhe(d from this report. Documentation can be provided to verify all
information givenbelow. Only names have been shartened; nothing eise has beenaliered.

linterviewed 20 students, Sas-san, San-san, Taj-san, Yama-san, Ook-san, Suz-san, Sat-san,
Kib-san, Ko-san, Hat-san, Nai-san, Tai-san, Ara-san, Yamo-san, Uchi-san, Kami-san, Kob-san,
lke-san, Yoko-san and Kawa-san at F. City High School.

The interview at school with these students was completed after company entrance
examinations had been taken  Students knew basically what their futures were going to be. The anly
curricuium availsble st F. City High School is the general studies curriculum, and all students spent
three years studying the subjectsthat are most commoaly studied by Japan's high school students.

Sas-sas, male and18 years old, Lives in Edogawa-ku with his parents. He indicated that he
would wark in the Koto-ku ward office asa civil servant.

San-saa, male and 18 years old, lives in Edogawa-ku with his parents. He would like to
begin Working at the poat office as a civil servant, but the job is unconfirmed.

Taj-san, male and 18 years old, lives in Sumida-ku with his parents. His job will be at
Hirano Steel Companyin Sumida-ku.

Yama-san female and 18 yesrs ald, lives in Koto-ku with her parents. She indicated that
she will begin working at the Tsuruya Takyo branchin Nihonbashi.

Ook-sas, female and 18 years ald, lives in Edogawa-ku with he: parents. She wrute that
she would begin working at Fuji Bank's computer service division beginning in Apeil.

Su.-san, female and 18 years old, lives in Edogawa-ku with her parents. In April she wili
begin working at some branch of Tokyo Sogo Bank.

Sat-sas, female and 18 years old, lives in Koto-ku with her parents. She indicated that she
would cegin warking at Nischin Spinning Company in Bakuroyokoyama in April.

Kib-sas, female and 18 years old, lives in Koto-ku with her pareats. In April she will begin
working at Toho Rayon Company in Nihonbashi.

Ko-saa, femaie and 18 years old, lives in Edogawa-ku with her parents. She wrote that she
would begin a job at Tooyo Manufacturing Company in Minato-kuin Apeil.

Hat-san, female and I8 years old, iives in Sumida-ku with her parents. She indicated that
she would begin a job at the Japanese House of Representativesin April asa civil servant.

Nai-san, female and 18 years ald, lives in Edogawa-ku with her parents. In April she will
begin a job asa research assistant at Shinto Paint Company in Koto-ku.

Tai-san, female and 18 years old lives in Koto-ku with her parents. In April she will start a
job at Sanyo Software Service Company in Chuo-ku.

Ara-saa female and 18 years old, livesin Koto-ku with her parents. In April she will begin
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2 job a5 an assistant at Shinto Paint Company in Koto-ku.

Yamo-san, female and 17 years old, lives in Koto-ku with ker parents. She wrote that she
would begin a job in Apeil atNTT, the Japan Telephone Company at a braach office.

Uchi-san, female and 17 years old, lives in Koto-ward with her parents. She indicated that
she would begin & job in April at NTT, the Japan Telephone Company at a branch office.

Kami-sas female and 17 years old, livesin Koto-kv with her parents. She wrote that she
would begin & job in Apeil at New Japan Securities Company in Kyobashi, central Tokyo.

Kob-sas, male 1nd 18 years old, lives in Koto-ku with his parents. I April he will begin
sudying to become a policeman in Kanagawa Prefecture (just south of Tokyo, containing the city of
Yokohams). §

Ike-san, male and 18 yesrs old, lives in Koto-ward with his parents.  His job will be at
Hirano Steel Company in Sumids-ku.

Yoko-san, male and 17 years old, lives in Katsushika-ku with his parents. In April he will
begin studying to become a policemanin Tokyo.

Kawa-san, male and 18 years old, livesin Koto-ku with his parents. In April he will begina
job at Anamizu Companyin Minsto-ku.

How did you decide oa your jobs?

Sas-san: I did everything for myself. The announcement was posted an the bulletin board of
our school and I thought | would try the exam.

San-san: First, I loaked in the newspaper and saw the announcement. Then I applicd to take
thetest.

Taj-san: 1looked at the recruitment cards in the counseling room and decided on & company.
Many graduates of F. High Schoal work there so I talked to them as well asto my teachers.

Yama-san: [ looked atthe recruitment cards in the counseling room.

Ook-san: I talked to one of last year's gradustes of this high school who now works at my
company and readtherecruitment card to decide.

Suz-san: asked my teachersquestions and looked at recruitment cards to decide.

Sat-san: ]ssked myteschers andinvestigated recruitment cards.

Kib-san: ]looked st recruitment cards.

Ko-san: I looked st pamphlets and recruitmeat cards and then talked to my teachers betore

Hat-san: ] wanted to become a civil servant and try to take various civil service tests. My
teacher suggested the job I now have.

Nai-san: [tistened tomy teachers and loaked at recruitment cardstodecide.

Tai-san: [ heard about the job from a friend of the family and decided to take it. [ then
brought therecruitment card from the company br.ck tothe schoal.

Ara-san: [ asked my teachers and looked through therecruitmenc cardsto decide.

Yamo-san: | looked atthe recruitment cards at school and decided.

Uchi-san: {looked strecruitment cardsand decided.

Kami.-san: [ fookedat recruitment cards and decided.
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Kob-san: 1loaked at the advertisements which came to the schoal about public examinations
givenin October. [applied for the job myself and 4ic ail the paper work.

Ike-san’ [loaked at the recruitment cards and talked to my teachers.

Yoko-san: Many of my friends acd acquaintances were already members of the police force.
1 listened to what they had to say. I also loaked at the poster which was placed in the poiice box near
my home.

Kawa-san' Ilooked at recruitment cards and tatkedto myteachers

Before you finally decided, did you have both & first choice compaay asd &

s choi v . - .

Ses-san: Ihad a fire and second choice. First was the job at the ward office and neyt was a
job stthe post office.

San-son: My first choice was a job asa civil servant in the countryside; the secand choice was
the postaffice.

Taj-san: My firet choice was Takyo Gas; the second choice wasat Hirano Steel.

Yama-san: | had only one chaice and entered that campany.

Ook-san: My first chaice was Takyo Sogo Bank; the second chrice was a job at Canon [
also had athird chaice.

Suz-san’ T had only cne chaice and entered that company.

Sat-san: My first cheice was an engineering campany; my secand choice was the spinning
campany where ] will be empioyed.

Kib-san’ ! failed at the exam of my first chaice so I settled on 8 job at Toho Rayon.

Ko-san. My first choice was & magufacturing company. My second choice was Mitsubishi
Rayon. Ientered acomp letely different company.

Hat-san: My first chaice was the job at the House of Representatives; my second chaice was
at the Ward Office. Ialsohad athird choice.

Nai-san: My first choice was a -sr company. My second chaice Wi & company called
Tokyo Nissan something somethir3.  can't exactly remember. I succeeded at my third chaice.

Tai-san: Before the time to submit our chaices I had already decided an Sanyo Saftware
throughafamilycannection.

Ara-san. My first choice was Shinto Paint; my second chaice Otsuka Guas. [ got the job at
Shinto.

Yamo-san: Mv first choice was NTT. I had a secand choice but I have fargotten it.

Uchi-san: My first choice was NTT and I was successful. I bad a second choice but | have
forgottenit.

Kami-san: 1 would have been happy with either the company I will now enter or with Nissan
Car Company. Ifeel the company, New Tokyo Securities, which I am entering is a good one. My
parents approve and I siready know some people who work there.

Kob-san: My first choice was the palice department in Tokyo, aextin Kanagawa and next in
Shizvoka. 1didn't pass thetest for Tokyo but I was able to pass the Kanagawa test.

Ike-san: My first chaice was Hirano Steel; my second choice was Takano Electric Company

Eg
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Twill enter my first choice.
Yoko-san: [ only wanted to become a policeman in Takyo and had no other wishes.
Kawa-san: | had three choices listed, but I really dida't think of anything but my first choice,

AnamizeCompany.
? i w 7 What kinds
of materials did you read coacerning future employmesnt?

Sas-san: Ididuscit. I wasinicrestedin learning about the interview | would have and read a
boaklet which described the interview st my campany.

San-san: 1diduseit. 1wasinterested in learning about the interview [ would have and read u
booklet which describedit. :

Taj-san: | used the room to loak at recruitment cards. I also looked practice books for
entraace exams intheroom.

Yama-san: I wenttothe roomtotalk to Ms. T. andto look at recruitment cards

Ook-san: 1aften went to the roam to talk to Ms. T. and to look at recruitment cards.

Suz-san: [ wentto theroom totalkto Ms. T. and tolook at recruitment cards

Sat-san: | went tothe room to tatkto Ms. T. andto {ook at recruitment cards.

Kib-can' ]went tothe counseling room to look at recruitment cards and to talk to Ms. T.

Ko-san: I wentto the counseling room to talkto Ms. T.

w Since there were materials sbout interviews in the counseling room, I wert to read.
I also practiced for myinterview inthe counseliug room.

Nai-san' [ used the room to talk to Ms. T and tolook at the recruitment cards.

Tai-san: ] used the room to talk toMs. T.

Ara-san’ [ used the room to look st recruitment cards and to talk to Ms. T.

Yamo-san: ] weattothe roam to loak at recruitment cards and read company pamphlets.

Uchi-san’ 1used the room to look at recruitment card 2nd company pamphiets and to talk to

Kami-san: | went tothe room 1o look atrecruitment cards and talk to Ms. T.

Kob-san: Iwent to the room to look at the practice books for the examination [ was going to
take. Ialso wentto read thebooklets which described what was gaing to be onthe exam.

Ike-san' ] went to look at recruitment cards.

Yoko-san: 1wentto read a book which had example problems which were likely to appear on
thepaliceexamination.

Kaws-san: Iwenttolook at recruitment cards.

Whea did you first start usiag the counseliag room to fiad information?

Cai-sun: [ started gaing to the room around August of my senior year.

Sen-san: I started gaing to the roam sround August of my senior year.

Tej-san: I started going to the room around September of my senior year. Before that the
recruitment cards were stored in a conference room, so I went there.
Yama-san: I started gaing totae room around Seplember of my senior year.
Ook-san: I started going to the room around June of my seaior year.

21 o \
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= - - -Suz-san: | started gaing to the room ground August of my senior year.
Sat-san' [ started gaing to the room sround June of my senior yesr.
Kib-san: [started gaing to the room around August of my senior year.
Ko-san: | started going to the room around August of my senior year.
Hat-san: I started gaing to the room sround October of my senior year. 1 was anly interested
in Civil Service exam and | had materials at hame so Ireally didn't need the coungeling room.
Ngi-san: [ started gaing to the roam around June of my senior year.
Tai-san: [ started gaing to the room around August of my senior year.
Ars-san | started gaing tothe room sround July of my senior year.
Yamo-san: I started going to the room around August of my senior year.
Uchi-san: I started gaing to the roat around May of my senior year.
Kami-san: I started gaing to the room around the end of August of my semor year.
Kob-san: I started gaing to the room around May of my senior year.
Ike-san: started gaing to the room sround August of my senior year.
Yako-san: I don't remember when I ficst went to the roam.
Kawa-san: [ started gaing to the room sround August of my senior year.
put find job?

21¢ YOU QItCA L 0 YOUT COuS 4 (e
Sas-san: | dan't remember rememb
interview questions sround November.
San-san: Ididn'ttalk to any teachers.
Taj-san: Itaiked to Ms. T. oftenand to Mr. 5. and Ms. O. andto my homeroom teacher.
Yama-san: Italked toa certais extentto Ms. T.
Ook-san: Italked to Ms. T about the companies I wes gaing to list as my choices. Ialso
talkedtomy homeroamteacher.
Suz-san: I oftentalked to Ms. T. and Mr. S. and to my homeroom teacher.
Sat-san: [talkedtoMs. T.
Kib-san: For the most pact I talked to Ms. T.
Ko-san: Italked to Ms. T. and to my homeroom teacher.
Hat-san’ I talked only a litle to Ms. T and my homeroom teacher becausc I was applying to
becomea civil servant. Theytold me about what materials were available and gave me some advice.
Nai-san: [ oftentalked toMs. T.
Ti-san: 1bad discussions with Ms. T any number of times.
Ara-san’ talkedto Ms. T.
Yamo-san: Iasked Ms. T. alittle bit about companies.
Uchi-san: Before I decided what my first choice compaay would be, I asked Ms. T. alot of
questions aboutcompanies.
Kami-san: Italkedto Ms. T. sbout the conditions of various companies.
Kob-san: Italked to Ms. T and other teachers.
Ike-san: ItalkedtoMs. T.
Yoko-san: Asthe day of the police admission test came closer and closer and aI realized how
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*m:‘myothers were also trying to pass the test, I went totalk to Ms. T about my uncertainties.

Kawa-san: [ went toask Ms. T. about the conditions at the company | wasinterested in.

What kind of questioas did you ask your homeroom teachers, counselors or
others?

Sas-san’ | asked about how to perform at the interview and how to answer various questions.

San-san: Since I was taking a civil service examination, I asked about what kind of test
would be given and When.

Taj-san: ] asked about how to perform at the interview. I didn't succeed at my first choice
company and when [ learned that, [ went to ask about which campany I should select next and how to
take the secand examination so that I would pass. ;

Yama-san: [ asked about the interview and about which company to select among the
possibilitiesrvailable.

Oak-san: 1 asked about how to take an interview. When I was reading company pamphlets
and came across parts I did not understand, I went to Ms. T. oc to F. High School graduates to ask for
anexplanation of the contents.

Suz-san: 1asked about the content of examinations and about how to take an interview.

Sat-san: [ asked about the content of the examinatian. I also asked about where to find the
booklets written by gradustes contsining information ahout the company  was interested in.

Kib-san: 1asked about interviews and about the company [ was interested in.

Ko-san: | asked shout interviews and about the mood at certain companies, their size interms
of capitalization, and various{sctsaboutthem.

Hat-san: 1 asiked about civil service exams and where to find mare informatian about what
wasinterestedin  Then I asked about inzerviews, how to take them and how to answer properly.

Nai-san: ] asked about interviewsand about the companies themselves.

Tai-san: I found the job on my own and therefore didn't have to ask about interviews or
things like that. I did talk about how to act in a situstion in which I wasindebted to people for having
found mea job.

Ara-san: Iasked about the company I was interested in.

Yamo-san: I asked about the kind of work done af the company I was interested in, abott
how many graduates of our school n0w work there and about the conteat of interviews.

Uchi-san: I asksd about what would be on the exam and about how many graduates were
presently employed inthe company 1 wasinterested in.

Kami-san: [ asked about the interviews and when I was uncertain as to which company I
should attempt, I asked shout how many graduates of our school were at each company so I cuuld
determine my chance of success.

Kob-san: ]asked about interviews. When I tooi the second exam, I felt very uneasy about
whether or not I had passed, so I'talked to my teacher about that fact.

Ike-san: talked about interviews and about the actual conditions for determining whether or
not I would getthe job | wasted.

Yoko-san: I asked about interviews. After [ went to the exam, I felt asif  had made an error
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during the interview, wasuneasy and spent some time talking tomy teacher about that.

Kaws-san: I asked ahout the company I wasinterested in aad about what sart of materials |
should prepare before I went to the company.

Did you get axy warnings or advice {rom your teachers or counselors?

Sas-san: | did get same warnings ahout how to perform in the interview.

San-san: [ tried out my ideas shout the interview with my teacher. When I said | would
answer a given question in one way, I wastald to answer in another.

Tai-san: 1 didn't receive any warningsin partucular.

Yama-san: ] was told to answer brightly and briskly to questions at the interview.

Ook-san: [ dan't remember, so I must not have been given any warnings.

Suz-san: I was warned about my performance atthe interview exam. I was told that I should
answer as [ reailyfelt.

Sat-san: I was told to be careful of my language during the interview and to make sure that
my clothes were well-pressed.

Kib-san: I wastold to make sure ] used palite language appropriately during the interview.

Ko-san: I'was taldto used palite language and to answer briskly during the interview.

Hat-san: [ didn't get any warnings.

Nsi-san: Tue interview at my company is particuiarly important so I was warned about
various aspects of my perfarmance.

Tai-san: I didn'tget any warnings

Ara-san: [ was told to remember to be prompt when I went to visit the company I was
interestedin.

Yamo-san: During the compaay visit and interview, I was told to be careful of my use of
language.

Uchi-san’ During the company visit and interview, I was to be careful of my use of language
and what ] wore.

Kami-san: During the interview, I was to be careful of my language and make sure that I
looked the interviewer in the eye when I answered.

Kob-sas: 1am sure that I was warned about various things, but I can't remember anything.

Ike-san: | was warned shout my use of language during the interview.

Yoko-san: 1 was warned about my use of language during the interview.

Kawa-san: I wasiold that I was too easygoing.

Did you taik to your pareats sbout the process of fiadiag a job? What did
you talk shout with them?

Sas-san: I didn't have any deep discussions with them. Itold them that I waated to be a civil
servaat.

San-san: From the time I was in junior high schoof I knew that I wanted to Lecome a civil
servant and my parents knew this. Beyand that I didn't do any particular talking with them.

Taj-san: 1felt finding a job was my work and so I told them nothing except the results of the
exams and what ] had decided to do.
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Yama-san' 1didn’t do any special talking except totell them that | had decided to find 4 job.
" "Ook-san: 1 didn't do any special talking with them, but did tell them where | Was going to
taketheentrancetest.

Suz-san: 1tald them which company I had chosen and asked them for their nod of approval.

Sat-san: ] didn'ttell my parents anything and decided everything for myself.

Kib-san: I didn'ttell my parents much, but did tell them what company I had decided on.

Ko-san: Itald them where | was going to take the entrance exam and taid them a little about
thccompany. ‘

Hat-san: | taold them thar I was gaing to stempt a civil service test rather than a company
exam. That wassboutall.

Nai-san: 1 didn'ttalk tothem.

Tsi-san: | didn't do any special talking to them, but i did do as they asked in finding a job.

Ara-san’ Italked tothem when ] wasaboutto decids on my chaice af company.

‘Yamo-san: They knew that ] wanted to find & job after graduation I did talk to them several
times about what kind of job 1 was suited for. 1had to decide between civil service and a private
company and by myself ] chose a company.

Uchi-san: 1 talked with them , especially with my mother about the type of job I was suited
for. They heiped me with their advice and then ] decided.

Kami-san: 1 had two choizes andtold them. We often taiked and they told me which one they
peeferred and that was New Japan Securities where 1 found my job.

Kob-san: 1tald them ] wasgoing totake an entrance exam. Other than that we didn't talk.

Tke-san: ] didn't talk to my parents.

Yoko-san: They knew from sometime ago that | waated tobe a policeman. Itook the test and
learned that | had passed and told them.

Kawa-san: | didn’ttalk to my parents.

Did you visit your compasy? Whea?

Sas-man: | dida't go to any companies.

San-san: 1didn't go to any companies.

Taj-san: ] wentto my company but don't remember when.

Yama-san: [ wentto my company an 28 September asfar as] remember. I metthe personnel
manager and brought my personal papers far inspection.

Ock-san: ] went to visit my company ai the end of August. 1 was not shown where people
work, but did talk to the personne] manager and had an interview. 1 was given a simple arithmetic
test.

-

Suz-san: When [ first went to the company atthe end of August ] was given atest.

Sat-san: 1 wentto the company in the middie of August. 1had an interview.

Kib-san' 1didn't go for any special visit.

Ko-san: | went firet in the middle of September and tWo more times. [ listened to an
explanation sbout the campany and how it works.

Hat-san: Ididn't go for any special visit.
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- - - Nai-san' | went atthe end of September and had aninterview.

Tai-san: | weat during summer vacation just before 1 bad decided to take the job at Sanyo. |
bad aninterview and was shown the area in which the computers are used.

Ars-san: [ went at the end of August. Italked tothe president and to a member of personnel
and was shown sround the company.

Yamo-san: [ went an 13 September to the company. I saw a smaller branch affice and then
was shownthe main headquartersin Otemachi.

Uchi-san: 1 went an 13 September to the campany. Isaw a smaller branch affice and then
was shownthe main headquartersin Otemachi.

Kami-san: [ wenttothe company an23 September and took a test.

Kob-san: When I went for the second day of examinations, I was shown 4 little bit of the
main hesdquartersin Kansgawa. Otherwise ] didn't make any special visit.

Ike-san [ went at the end of August andtook a test.

Yoko-san: 1did get a chance to visit the main palice station, but it wasa't much.

Kawa-san: went tothe companyinthe middle of Sepiember.

How masy eatraace exams did you taie? Did you do amy special studying for
theexams?

Sas-sag: I took two exams. I practiced with an exam preparation book and took & mock

Sap-san | took two exams. [ practiced with an exam preparation bock and took a mock

Taj-san: I took two exams. Ibought an exam preparation book and sdied it.

Yama-ssn: Itook one exam and did no particular studying.

Ook-san: Itook one exam. Iknew I wasa't good st kanji{Chinese characters) or IQ tests so
I'bought boaksin arder to practice.

Suz-san: Itook one exam. practiced kanjiand word cambinations using kaaji

Satsan: Itook one exam. | studied for the kanjiand general knowledge sections.

Kib-san: Itook two exams. Ibought same books and did a littie studying.

Ko-san I took ane exam and visited the company three times. [ practiced beforehand at IQ
tests, general knowledge and compotition.

Hat-san: Itook one exam. Iwas getting ready to take & secand exam with an IQ test so |
studied. Itook s practice exam and read the newspaper everyday so that I would be current.

Nai-san: I toak one exam. ] studied for the general knowledge and IQ tests.

Tai-saa: Since I only had an interview I dida't have to do any special kind of studying.

Ara-san [took one exam. | studied for the general knowledge and composition sections.

Yamo-san: Itoak ane exam. ] bought a practice book and studied the general knowledge and
IQ sections. Atschool Itook a practice exam.

Uchi-san: Itook ane exam. Istudied for the exam with & practice boak, took & mock exam
andreadthe newspaper headlines everydaytofamiliarize myself with current eveats.

Kami-san: |took one exam which was completed for the most part when I went to visit the
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company. Ibought a practice book for the ]Q and generzll knowledge sections but in the end [ didn t
study arall.

Kob-san; ] tovk two exams. During summer vacation | bought a practice beok which |
studied off and on. Itook two or three mock exams at school.

Ike-san: [tooktws exams, but didn't do any particular studying for either of them

Yoko-san: 1took one exam lasting tWo days. At the end of summer vacation I hought 2
practice book and studied fram it.

Kawa-san: Employment was decided for me ar the time ] Went to visit the company S0 I
dida't have to Sudy &t all. ‘

What wasthe content of your eatrance exam?

Sas-san’ The first exam included a general knowledge exam, an JQ test and a composiuon.
The second exam Was aninterview. The most difficult part was the general Faowledge exam.

San-san: The exam included a general knowledge exam ana an IQ test. The geaeral
kncwledge test covered many differeat arsas and studying for it was lots of work.

Taj-san: The first choice company's exam Wasatest in Japanese, mathemalics and Eaghsh, a
composidon, a8 1Qtest and an interview. The second company exam was an IQtest, an interview and
acomposition Neither exam had a particularly difficult section.

Yama-can: | had to take a simple general knowledge exam and had aninrerview.

Ook-san: 1 bad an IQ test, an interview and a medical. The IQ test was not particularly
difficult. The imerview was beld with the company president and 1 was very nervous.

Suz-san: | had a general knowledge exam, a medical, and an interview. The most difficult
section wasthe geueral knowledge test.

Sar-sun’ 1 Bad an interview, a composition, & general knowledge test, and a medical. The
general knowledgetestinciuded English and was very difficult.

Kib-san: Mytestincluded ageneral knowledgetest, a camposition, an IQtest, and 2 medical.
The English in the general knowledge exam wes difficult as wasthe composition with the title, "My
Life asa Member of Society.”

Ko-san: My test included an interview, an IQ test, a composition, and a general knowledge
test. Nothing was particularly difficult, but I was very nervous during the interview. The title of the
compotition was, "On Becamiag a Member of Society.”

Has-s. .. 1had two exams. The first exam consisted of general knowledge, a Japanese test
and an interview. The second exam was another interview and amedical. The Japanese exam asked
usto give definitions of words and was rather difficult.

Nai-san: Mytest was ageneral knowledge test, aninterview, and a composition The geaeral
knowledge section wasthe hardest.

Tai-san: ] only had one very simple interview thar lasted 10 mimutes.

Ara-san' ] had a general knowledge exam, a comsposition and an imerview. No seclion was
particulariyifficult.

Yamo-san: The first evam included general knowledge in Japanese language, mathemalics,
English, social studies and science and then | was asked to write a composition. The second eXam
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wasan interview and a medical. The general knowledge sectionwas difficult.
- - - Uchi-san' The first test was in Japanese language, mathematics, English science and social
studies. Then there wasa composition, aninterview, an IQtest and amedical.

Kami-san: My test consisted of an interview, a general knowledge test and an IQ test. The
test was not particularly difficult, but during the IQ test the movements of the person next to me made
me nervous and [ felt I dida't do my best.

Kob-san: I had a general knowledge test, a composition, an interview and a medical. The
medical was the most difficult part of the exam because it wassotharough.

Ike-san: My test was aninterview, a composition and 8 general knowledge test. Nothing was

Yoko-san: The first section was ageneral knowledge test, an IQ test and & composition. The
second section was another IQ test, anather composition, & medical aud an interview. The third
section was a persanality inventory dane in a group w._th lots of questinns fired at us in arder to
determine exactly what we would doin a given simation. The medical exam was very difficult. Maay
doctars were present. We were led into 2 roam and examined in every part of our bodies in front of
everyone. Since we will all be living togetherin a dormitary, the examiners pay particular attention to

Kawa-san' I had an interview, an IQ test and a composition. The interview was the most
difficuit.

How do you feel right 20w as you look at the job you ere sbout to begin?

Sas-san: | am confused because I dan't know exactly what kind of work I will be doing.

San-san: Since my job hasn't been confirmed, I anly want to get that confirmation in my
basds.

Taj-san: 1 have my anxieties about beginning & job. My free time will diminish and now I
want 10 enjoy as much entertsinment as possible.

Yama-san: I don't know what I will be daing but I think it will be du.ficult.

Ook-san: [ wan't be able to do What I want because ] won't have free time. I waat to eajoy
myself whilethere isstill time.

Suz-san: Half of me s very excited and expectant; the other baif is warried.

Sat-san' [ dan't know whar I will be daing and so I am worried.

Kib-san: My life will change when I become a warking person so I am warried.

Ko-san: Ifeel I don't want to work.

Haz-san: ]am concernedbecause haven't been notified about exactly what I will be doing 1
do kncw I will be working and want to do my best.

Nai-san: | am worried and don't want to work.

Tai-san: 1am worried and I am excited.

Ars-san: | am worried, but am excited about becoming a full-fledged member of society.

Yamo-sen: | woeried that T don't know exactly what I will be doing, but o, the same time [
have no particulrsrly strong feelingsabout beginning a job.

Uchi-an: T don't bave any particularly strong feelings about becoming 8 member of society
and have begua to fee! as if I don't want to work.
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_ . Kami-ssn' I am worried that I wan't b~ sble to cut out of work. When [ was a student I
could cut class. Idon't know whether ar not I will be able to do my job well or what to do Wwith the
salary Ireceive.

Kob-san: ] am warried because the fife of a palice cadet scems very restricted.

Ike-san Iwill have to get up esarlier than befare and am afraid I will not be able to uo so.

Yoko-san: | am scared because in the first yesr | wan't be able to go hame to my parents for
more than afew days. Police academy Life does not seem pleasant. 1am very wazried.

Kawa-san: | am warried about whethe- = noc I will fitin to company life.

? Will you kgv i peri ou
eater your

Sas-san: I will begin on 1 April. [ dan'treally know if there will bea training period.

San-san: if I doget placed, I will begin in April with a training period of about 21 days.

Taj-san: I'will begin on 1 April. The first three months will be training. In July I will receive
mycompanyidentificationcard andbecome aregulsremployee.

Yama-san: Atthe end of March we will have atraining session and after that Work begins.

Ook-san: I dan't know if there will be a training period because no notification has arrived
from the company. I do know that regular work begins on 1 April.

Suz-san: Training will be from 11 March to the ead of the moath. I begin regular work an 1
April.

Sr’.-san: | bave another visit to the campany planned in a few weeks and will then ask all the
detsils. Rignt now I dan't know about when work begins or about the training period.

Kib-ssan: I don't exactly know. I should get a notice in the mail sround 1 March telling me
details about training andthe beginning of work.

Ko-san: On 20 February there will be a meeting at the campany when the details will be
decided. Iwill getaletter soon after tha: about the training session.

Hat-san: Training will being sometime after 15 March. Work formallybegins an 1 April.

Nai-san: Work begins on 1 Agril but before that there should be a trainin,,  eriod, but I have
notyet heard details.

Tai-san: A test will be given in March and during the beginning of the month I will go to the
comoany to prepare for the exam. The entrance ceremony will be held an 30 March. There will beno
special training period, but  will be trained while I do my job.

Ara-san: Work begins on 1 Apxil and before that it seems that there will be a training period.

Yamo-san: The entrance ceremonyison 1 April. Training will last for three manths fram that
date.

Uchi-san: The eatrance ceremony is on 1 April. From 2 to 4 manths after that time we will
undergo training at a school.

Kami-san: Work begins on 1 April. Training will be for 2 or 3 days and we will pracuce
peamanship.

Kob-san: The entrance ceremony is probably on 1 April. For one year [ will be at the police
academy.

Ike-san: Training begins in the middle of March. Soon after that we will have the entrance
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‘ceremonies.

Yoko-san: We will have the entrance ceremony in the middie of March. In the middle of
Apri 1 will begin studying st the police academy for ane year. After that then I will becawne a
palicemanonabest.

Kawa-san: Work begins an 1 April. We will have training for several manths after which
time I will become aregular employee. The first assignment will be for several years and is designed
to help me learn the scope of the company's business. )

What exactly wiil you be doigg st your company? What will be the coatent of
your job? Do you feel it will harmogize with your personality? :

Sas-san: [ wil work a the Koto-kn Ward Oifice, but I don't kaow what I will be doing so [
can't really judge. Idothink Iwill like office k.

San-san: I have passed the test to Work &t the post affice, but the job has not yet been
canfirmed. I would be doing office work, but I dan't know whether or not I am suited for that kind of
work. ’

Taj-san: 1 will be in the business section of Hirano Steel Company. For the first six manths,
I'will be the warehouse watchman

Yama-san: Itirink ! am well suited for the service industry and therefore chose a sales job at
Tsuruys Yoshi Company.

Ook-san: My job will be affice work and an occasional use of computer at Fuji Bank
Computer Service Center. I don't know exactly what I will be doing nor whether ar not I will be
suited forit. Iintend to domy best at whatever job Iam given

Suz-san: I will do affice work at Tokyc Sogo Bank. I don't know what exactly I will be
doing, but I do fee! I will like being in an office.

Sat-san: I will be in the office of Nisshin Spinning Campany. Until I try the wark I will not
know how ] likeit.

Kib-san: I will be doing office wark at Toho Rayon Company, but I don't know exactly
what,

Ko-san: 1will be daing office wark at Tooyo Manufacturing Company, and I feet I will like
it.

Hat-san: 1 will doing office Work at the Japanese House of Representatives, but don't have
any further details. 1 do fee! that ] am mare suited for office Work than for sales.

Nai-san: I don't <now exactly what I will be daing at Shinto Paint Company but bave a
feeling ] am not particalarly el suitedforit. My titleisresearch assistant.

Tai-san: 1 will be entering data into a computer at Sanyo Computer Service Company. Ihad
alwayswmdtodooﬂicewmkmdhndlecompm:olminklmweu-nited for the job.

Ara-san: 1 will be doing some kind of work cannected with paint research at Shinto Peint
Company, but dor.'t know detsils. 1may or may not like the work.

Yamo-san: Iwill be atelephone operator for NTT and needtotry working before I can decide
whether or not I will likeit.

Uchi-san: Iwill be atelephane operator st NTT and feel I will like the work.

Kami-san: I will oo office work a1 New Japan Securities Company, but don't know what 1
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feel that ] will be able to handle the work whatever it is.
_ _Kob-san: First I'will be 2 police cadet and later a policeman. [ will patro! public areas, defend

the lives of people and direct traffic. 1may not like the job.

Ike-san: [ will be inthe marketing sectian at Hirano Steel Company and may be working with
camputers. The description of my job has gradually changed over the months. Iwon't know if 1 like
the job unless I try it, but i do want to work.

Yoko-san: lwxﬂbenpohceadetfa-theutyoﬂokvomdmnlmabouuuaspectsofmy
job asa policeman Later I will be able to indicate what kind of job I would like to do, but I must be
cantent with the work assigned tome. 1 would prefer to be assigned to the criminal section.

Kawa-san' | chose Anamizu Company. I will be working and be content with whatever  am
assigned.

Wast do to start jobs? :

Sas-san: 1believe that relations between people will be difficult for me to adjust to.

Sen-ssn: ] hope o be warking s the post affice and relations between people will be difficult.
I'will have to deal with the public and thet won't be easy.

Taj-san: Relsticns between people will be important. [am not very gocd at using palite
language so I will undoubtedly be carrected by my superiors.

Yama-san: In my work place there will be only women and in that connection I will have lots
ofdifficulties.

Ocok-san: There are many people working at this company so 1 must get used to dealing with
people.

Suz-san® Relaticasbetween people will be veryimportant.

Sat-san: The officeislarge and I will have to pay amtentionto relatians between people.

Kib-san: Iwill bave to pay attention torelatians between people.

Ko-san’ [ will havetopay sitention to relations becween people.

Hat-san: I will have to watch the language I use with my superiors, bur beyond that I dan't
think [ will Bave any perticular problems.

Nai-san’ ] will have to pay attentios to relationsbecween people.

Tai-san: My office is full of people much alder than me and I will haveto pay attentionto the
language I use withthem.

Ara-san’ Everyone inthe officeis a researcher and so ] must treat them with respect.

Yamo-san: In my office there will be anly women and I must treat those older than me with
respect.

Uchi-san' | must trest those older than me with respect.

Kami-saa: I think it will be necessary to be respectful to those above me.

Kob-san: I will have to be sware of many things in my job, especially since we all have
ranking 3 which must be respectec.

Ike-san: Iwill have to be aware of many thingsia my job.

Yoko-san: | will always have to be careful and bave respect.

Kawa-san: I think reiations with people will be difficult. The company deals With gasoline
and I will aiways have tobe careful when working there.
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w v ew (] | obs?
- - -- Sgs-san' Upto now I have been a student, and lots of things were forgiven. I will become 2
memuer of society and have to assume the responsibilities that entails. Ifeel that I will have to shape

up.

San-san: When I wasin school, 1 had friends When I have a job, my life will be a bit sad.

Taj-san: When I wasin school, it was possible to oversleep and appear for the second hour
and o the first and my teachers were indulgent with me  When I have a job 1 won't be able to do
anything likethat. ’

Yama-san: I think the morning rush hour will be awful and I will have to wear nice clothes
everyday.

Ock-san: When I was a studeat, my teachers were indulgent with me. As ] enter society I
will not be gramted such indulgence and will huve to be responsible. 1will havetobegin inthe carly in
themorning. ’

Suz-san: 1 will have to pay close attentian to my use of time.

Sat-san: I will have to be careful of my use of time.

Kib-san: Idou‘t:.hinkmylifewiuchmgemnmuch,bmlwmhmwdoovcrﬁmenndsmy
Iate atthe office. Upuntil now { have been occupied anty until afternoan, and after that | had my own
time. I mustiearntouse mytime well.

Ko-san: When I was a student, I didn't have to be as responsible as I will bave to be as 2
working person. 1 will also have make good use of my time.

Hat-san: Up to sow my time has bsen my own. For instance, I could avaid people that I
didn't like when I was a student, but as 8 working f.2rson that wan't be possible.

Nai-san: | will have tobe careful of myuse of time

Tai-san: | don't think my life will change that much, but I will have tn do overtime and stay
late atthe office. Upto now ] havebee occupied anly uatil afternoon, and after that | had my owa
time. ] must lesrntouse mytime well.

Arasan Up to now [ have been Siening to lessons in the claswoom. Soon I will be
working and not just listening.

Yamo-san: Uptonow I have been living an indifferent life. Fram now on I will be talking to
people shove me and must watch my language and I hope to shape up st bit.

Uchi-san: Ifeel I will be changing in many different ways, and most of all I hope to shape
up. Ifeel therhythm of my life will change grestly.

Kami-san: The part that will change the most is my mornings Up to now I could get to
schoal in 3 minutes and could wesr a uniform. It will take me 2 long time to get to Wock and I must
wear good clothes every day. Many things will change.

Kob-san: As1planned yeers before, I will live away from my parents. My life will become
morerestricted.

Ike-san: My use ~f time will be formally restricted by the company.

Yoko-san: Up to now, 1 oaly had to obey schoal rules. From now on I must be careful to
obey all of society's laws.

Kawa-san: Who should came early to work and who should work overtime at work has
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| nlreadybeendewrmned somy life will be much more restricted.
= "~ "How joag do you thigk it will take you to settie ia to your jobs?

Sas-san: ] think it will take me about 3 yearsto setlein, but I may oe faster.
San-san: Ithink it will take me from 3 to4 years.
Taj-san: 1 think ] will get usedto the wark fairly swiflly.
Yams-san: Ithinkitwill take me amonth.
Oak-san: Ithink it will take me 3 months.
Suz-san: I think it will take me 3 months.

| Sat-san: Ithink it will take me 3 months.

i Kib-san: Ithinkit will take me half a year tosettle in

| Ko-san: Ithink it will take me faore than 6 months to settlein.

' Hat-san: Ithink I 'will get used to the Work fairly swiftly.

‘ Nai-san: Ithink it will take me 3 months
Tai-san: Ithink it will take me 6 months at the least.

\ Aca-san: It will take me at least 2 or 3 months but less than 6 months.
Ysmo-san: ] think ] will settiein aftes 8 months.
Uchi-san: 1think it will take me 2 years.
Kami-sa>: | think I will take me 1 or2 manths to settle in.
Kob-san: 1 have no ides, but assume it will take me quite 4 long time.
Ike-san: It will take me from 6 monthstc 1 year.
Yoko-san: | think it will take me a lifetime to adjust to all the things | must do.
Kawa-san: It will take me 2 to 3 years to learn the first job I am to do. After that | will

change and it will again taketime before I sectlein.

What will you do with the ou receive?

Sas-san: 1 would like to be thrifty in my use of money. I want to e whatever money |
haveleftover.

Saa-san: ] will have to spend maney to live. 1 also want to attend college at night and must
use same of my salary to pay tuition.

Taj-san: ] want to give sene maney to my pareats and the rest I will spend as] like.

Yama-sen: ] would liketo save some maney, but wi's also have to spend money o clothes.

Ook-san: sncelmmgoouu'ipabmd,lwmtrymuvemfdmyuluy. I will be
waﬁnginRoppmgi(memutﬁnmemdisuiaincemanukyo)snlminklwmoﬁ.enhnvewgoout
with myfellow workers and that will cost maney.

Suz-san: ] want to save money and with the remsinder I would like to buy clothes.

Sat-san: ] will spend money to live, save same, and buy the things | waat.

Kib-san: lwiﬂspendmoneyonﬁvingmdt.hemstondaingmingslwmmdc.

Ko-san: lwinspendmoneyonﬁvingmdforpocletmoney.lwillllsogivesomemoneyto
my parents and what is lef- ] will save.

Hat-san: For one or two years expeases will be high.

Nai-san: ] will use my money on living &ad buying clothes.

Tai-san: It will cost moneyto Live, but ] also want Lo save.
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Ara-san’ It will cost money to live and buy clothes. I dan't know if I will be able to save.
-+ ~~Yamo-san: I would like to give my parents maney for food and with the rest I buy things |
want and save.

Uchi-san: I will give same money to my parents and buy what [ want, but I also want to
travel abroad so I will save maney, too.

Kami-ssn' [ will save haif of my money and spent the other half to buy clothes and other
things [ want.

Kob-san: [ will give money to my parents and will spend the rest on living.

Ike-san: [ will give same to my parents and spend the rest on myself.

Yako-san: [ don't think I will have any way to spend what { receive, so I will give most of
my salary to my parents. ;

Kawa-san: [ will give some to my parents and spend some an what [ want. [ am a secaid
sor, so I must think about savings or my future will not be good.

ow much ur imitial comz to? Will you get 2 bosus? At what
rate will your salary increase?

Sas-san: My initial saisry will be ¥107,800 per month. I'will have banuses twice a year but
I don't know how many months of salary I will receive. I don't know anything about salary
increases.

San-san’ My initial salary should be about ¥100,000 per manth. There will be a banus, but I
don't how much nar do [ know how much my salary will incresse per year.

Taj-san: My salary - ill be about ¥100,00 per month, but I don't know anything else.

Yams-san: My salary will be just over ¥110,000 per manth and I will be paid for overtime.
My banus for the first year will be 3.8 months. Yeariyincreases will be about ¥9,000.

Ook-san: My initial salary will be just over ¥100,000 per month. Idon't know shout banus,
but my salary should incresse ¥10,000 per year.

Suz-san: My initial salary will be about ¥100,000 per month. My salary will increase every
year, but not by much. I recall being impressed by how large my banus was.

Sat-san: My initial salsry will be just over ¥100,000 per month. I don't know about my
bonus and | anly remember that my salary increases will notbe large.

Kib-tan: My initial salary will be just over ¥100,000. I den't know how much my salary
will increase per year. I will have bonuses twice a year amounting to 5 months of salury.

Ko-san: My salary will be just over ¥100,000 per month. Bonuses will total 5.7 monthis and
increases will be about ¥5,000.

Hat-san: My basic salary will be ¥90,000 per month. In addition, I will receive transport
costs. I don't know how much my salary will increase per year but I will receive & boaus of 3 5
months salary twice a year.

Nai-san: My salary will be sbout ¥100,060 per month. The increases will be ¥10,000 The
bonus will be only 2 months the first yesr.

1gi-san: Mybasic salazy will be ¥111,000 per month. Tk 1ncrease will be ¥10,000 per year
with 2 bonuses a year of 4.5 months salary each.

Ara-san: My basic salary will be just over ¥100,000 per year with increases of ¥10,000 per

30

34




year. Thefirst year's banus will be 2 months salary whichincreases 0 4 months after the first year.

Yamo-san: My initial salary will be just over ¥90,000 per month with increases of about
¥3,000 peryear. The boguses will be twice a year coasisting of 4.7 months salary each.

Uchi-san: My initial saiery will be just over ¥50,000 per manth with increases of about
¥3,000 per year. The banuses will be twice a yesr cansisting of 4.7 months salary each.

Kami-san: My basic salary will be just over ¥110,000 per month. Bonuses will be twice a
year, but beyond thet | have fargotten.

Kob-san: My salary the first year, because I will be a cadet, will be just over ¥130,000.
After the first year when [ have graduated fram the scademy, the salary will increase to ¥180,000 per
month. Banuswill be S months salary given twice a yesr, but  may not remember exactly.

Ike-san: My basic salary will be ¥100,000 per month and that is all  know.

Yoko-san: My salary the first yesr, because I will be a cadet, will be ¥130,000. My banus
will be given twice while I am in schoo! an3 will total shout ¥500,000. After I bave graduated, the
salary will increase to ¥170,000 per month. My bonus after the first year will increase te ¥650,000.

Kawa-san: My basic salary will be ¥120,000 per manth. There will be & bonus, but beyoad
that I dan't know.

20 YOU Ll Fro% Will O€ 4% t |6 10 & of your pareats?
Ses-san At first, | will nct be shle to leave home becanse of economic conditions. After
some years | d&;ﬂmmlnvehome to live an my own when I have the ecanomic ability to do so.

San-san: The first year I will not be sble to live an my own. But I would like to live oo my
OW2 as soon &3 possible.

Taj-san: ] have a desire to leave home, but as [ have been thinking about it I kaow [ wouldn't
enjoy making my own food or washing my own clsthes. Ihave more or less decided aot to leave
bome.

Yams-san: 1don’t think ] will live onmy own Ecanomically, it will act be possible.

Ock-san: 1 would like to like to live on my own, but | have waiched my older brother who
lives an bis own and his life seems rather difficult. Idan't think I will try tolive alone.

Suz-san: Idon't think I will leave hame. If I leave home, I will bave to use money on many
things. [ wouid rather savethat maney.

Sar-san: 1 don't want toleave bome.

Kib-sya: 1 don't particulariy feel  want to leave home.

Ko-san: 1don't want to leave home.

Hat-san: My home is small, and I would like to live on my own. However, my salary will
10t be large and I would spend it all an living costs. Inthe end I will ot leave home.

Nai-san: I now live with my parents and in order to save money I will not [eave them.

Tai-san: Economically speaking, it would be impossible to lesve. Until I marry I'will depend
an my parents for their support.

Ara-san: When 1get enough salary tobe able to afford living on my owa, I will leave home.

Yamo-san: [ would like to live on my own, but at first it will be impossible to doso. When
geu enough salaryto be able to afford living on my own, I will leave home.

Uchi-san: 1 wouldlike to teave home but it will be impossible to do so for sometime. Idon't
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Want to come hame to an empty spartmeat ot night.

Kami-san ] would liketo leave home, but it is not economically possible for me so I will live
sthome.

Kob-san: Iwill be require tolive at the police academy as of the beginning of April.

Ike-san' ] wouldliketo leave home but it will be impossible for at least the first year.

Yoko-san: The police academy lasts for one year and I must live there with ail the other
cadets. After that ] will be able to live in bacheloes’ quarters if  wish, but I will securn to live with my
parentsafter the yearinthe academy.

Kawa-san: My home is an apartment. As soon as I have the funds to leave, I would like to
leave.

$

Do you waat to stay is the compaay you kave choses uatil you retire? How
loag do you plas to sty at your first job?

Sas-san: Atthis point I planto remsin st the job until retirement.

San-san’ | don't really know, but if I am shle to graduate fram university, I think I will
changejobs.

Taj-san: If 1 think about working until retirement I get a bad feeling. For right now I am
thinking sbout warking for 3 years st my first job.

Yama-san: 1 would like to work as long as] can  Much will depend on the wishes of my
busband.

Oak-san: 1 would like to work for a long time. Dep=nding on my busband, ] may change my
mind.

Suz-san: 1 would like to work as lang as possible.

Sat-san: 1 would like to work as loag as possible.

Kib-san: 1 would like to wark at my first job for @ iong time. If I marry, I would like to do
some other kind of wark.

Ko-san: I don't know sbout working until retirement, but I would like to work for a long
timeut myjob.

Hat-san: I don't want to work until retirement, but if I marry and my husband gives his
approval, ] would like to keep an working
Ngi-san: | want to work for 3 years.
Tai-san: 1 would like to work for along time.
Ara-san’ ] haven't thought about working until retirement but I would like to work as lang as

possible.
Yamo-san: Evenif I marry, the job is ane I can continue, so I would like to work as long as

possible.
Uchi-san: 1don't planto get married, so ] want to wark as lang as possible at this job.
Kami-san: 1would like to work uantil ] am married and have children.
Kob-san: Ibelieve ] will work until retiremeant.
Ike-san: ] would like to work as lang as possible.
Yoko-san: If possible, Iwill work until retirexent.
Kawa-san: 1would like to work as long as possible
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Whst will you be doiag is 5 yesrs time whea you sre 22 or 23 years old?
Will you be doing the same job?
Sas-san’ I will probably be daing the same job. Idon't think much will have changed in 5
yearstime.
San-san' In five years time I will probahly be gaing to night school and my job probably will
aot have changed.
Taj-san: 1don't know if I will be daing the same job. I will be pracicing some kind of sport.
Yama-san: I ] have found the right persan, I will probably be married.
Ook-san' Iwill probably be warking still. I have for a long time wanted to live in America
so | will probably be studying English very hard.
Suz-san’ [ think I wifl il be daing the same job.
Sat-san: Ithink I will still be at the same company daing the same jcb.
Kib-san: I will be working.
Ko-san: I don't know but I may not be warking.
Hat-san: Probably I will be still be warking.
Nai-san: [ will be warking, but probably a0t &t the same cot. pany.
Tai-san' Iwill be warking st the same job and will have achieved certsin qualifications after 3

years.

Ara-san’ I think I will still be doing the same job and I will probably be living on my own.
Yamo-san: If it is not baring, I think I will still be daing the same jcb.

Uchi-san: Ibelieve I will still be daing the same job.

Kami-san‘ If 1 do what I want I will be married.

Kob-san: I will be busy studying for the police promotion examinations.

Ike-san: Ibelieve ] will still be working st the same job.

Yoko-san: If 1am alive, I will be busy studying for the police promotion examinations.
Kawa-san: Ibelieve I will till be working at the same job.

Ses-san: | haven't thought sbout it, you know.

San-san’ | haven't thought sbout it

Taj-san: When]haveinterest in marriage, [ will marry.

Yama-san‘ ] would like to marcy whea I am about 21 years old.

Ouk-san: ] haven't decided an age, but if Ifind I good mate, I wouid like to marry.
Suz-san: 1 would like to marry when I am about 25 or 26 years old.

Sat-san [ would like to marry when I am about 25 years old.

Kib-san: I would like to marrybefore I am 30 years old.

Ko-san: [ would like to marry when I am about 22 years old.

Hat-san' [ would like to marry when I am about 20 years old.

Nai-san' [ would like to marry when I am about 25 years old.

Tai-san: [ would like to marry before am 25 years old.

Arn-san: I'would like to marry before I am 30 years old.

Yamo-san: 1haven'treally thought about it, but I would like to marry in my [wenties.
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Uchi-san: Idon't plun to marry, but if I do, it will be whea I am about 30
- - -- -Kami-san: I would like to marry whea ] am about 21 or 22 years oid.

Kob-san: It depends on my finances, but I would like to marry by the time  am 30.

Ike-san: I don't know yet.

Yoko-san: [ would like to marry when I am about 40.

Kawa-san: [don't know yet.

What will you be doing wh u are 31 or 32 years old? A job? Imterests?

Sas-san: 1may wet! be daing the same job. 1don't know anything ahout the rest.

San-san: I would like to become ateacicer. If Iam able to enter and graduate from college, 1
would like tobeteaching sociul scieacein a school.

Taj-san: I would lite to have opened some kind of schoo! where I am teaching children.

Yams-san' Ilike children. 1f1am married, I will bebusy raising my children.

Ook-san: If |am married, I will bebusy raising my children.

Suz-san If 1am married, I will be busy taking care of my childrea.

Sat-san: I will be married. 1don'tthink I will be doing the same job.

Kib-san: Idon't really know.

Ko-san: If Iam merried, I will have 3 children.

Hat-san’ If] am matried and have children, I will be at home raising them  If not, then I will
still be daing my job.

Nai-san: Evenif | am merried and have children, I think ] will cantinue working.

Tai-san' Eveniflam married, Ithink I will continue warking.

Ara-san: Evenif]lam married, Ithink I will continue working but at a different job.

Yamo-san: 1f | am married, I will be busy raising my children. Onthe other hand, I may well
still be working.

Uchi-san’ 1will be working, but ‘t may not be at my first job.

Kami-saa: 1 will probably be .narried with 2 children and be busy playing with them.

Kob-san: Probably 1will be married and st las: settling down.

Ike-san: I don't know st all.

Yoko-san: 1would like to have became & plain clothes detective and be busy doing my work.

Kawa-san: [ haven't particularly thought about it. 1may be working
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INTERYIEW WITH MR. MIZUSHIMA
PLACEMENT COUNSELOR
AT

TANASHI KOOGYOOO KOOKQO
(TANASHI INDUSTRIAL HIGH SCHOOL)
TANASHICITY, TOKYQ

Mr. Mizushima agreed that there was verylittle literature availabie onthe relationshipbetween
the high school and the company. 1a the case of coatinuing on to higher education—the universicy, the
junior college or the specialized school—the path is more clearly understoed by the public and the
worid.

Some general topics for the discussion of student placement included the following questions:
When students from an industrial high schoal decide to continue an to wark upos graduation, by
what means do they find the job they seek? Further, how does a company find the employees it
seeks? And what role does PESO, the Public Employment Security Office, play in the process? How
does it occupy the middle ground between the high school and the company?

A public high school, Tansthi Industrial fligh School's 867 students in three grades are
dividedinto three departments—-machine, architectural design and construction. Founded by the city of
Tokyo 23 years ago (in 1963) in the western suburbs, Tanashi has seat more than 5,000 graduates on
to0 jobs in the Labor force. In 1983 212 graduates out of a total of 265 found jobs (See Figures | and 2
for gradustion statistics for 1983). Some of the most common destinations for graduazes of Tanashi
are to architectural and construction firms (See Figures 3 and 4 for distribution of employed graduates

'by industry type for 1983). One of the duties of the school is to find our what kind of firm sudents
wish to enter and thento help match them with the company they desire to work at.

Students complete 102 credits in industrial high schoal, of which 54 are in general sudies, ar
the curriculum that every high school student campletes, 42 are in their major srea, plus 3 credits of
homeroom and 3 for club activities. The students tead to be weak in mathematics, generally
completing § credits in the first year, 3 in toe second and only 2 in the third. Students in the general
curniculum &t other schools complete more math credits &t more sdvanced levels. In scieace the
sudeats complete firg year high school science in 2 years, for & total of 4 credits, and physics in the
third year for 2 more credits. This means that Tanashi studeats have only a minimal amoust of
chemistry—only that covered in the firs year high school scieace curriculum.

A recent survey by Mizushima revealed that half of the students entered Tanashi Industrial
High School because it was truly their choice~they wanted the education being offered. The other half
indicared that they came out of expedience, because they wanted & high school diploma aad were ot
particular about what kind of hige. school issued it. Finishing high school was sufficieat. In the
construction area 84 majors entered three years ago and a the present time 59 seniors remain. Tweary
of those dropouts have gone onto schools that teach cooking. Each class loses approximately atotal of
40 students by the time of graduation.

The counseling room is located on the first floor of the school building, to the right of the
principal's office. Students are ncouraged to visit the room any time they wish during their first,
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second or third years cf high school. but for the most part only third year students utilize the room
The counseling and placement staff consists of 6 members—ane homeroom teacher from each of the
three majors, one teacher cancerned with placement to 2 and 4 yesr colleges and specialized schools,
one teacher who serves as advisor for those seeking civil service jobs, and Mizushima who deals
exclusively with placement in companies. All of them have normal teaching duties as well, but at
considerablyreducedievels.

First and most importantly, it is the duty of the occupational and placement staff of the schoc!
to provideinformation tostudents.

From the first year in high school the sc.’.o0l canducts job education. In the middle of
November about seven semiors who will proceed to various occupations are chosen to speak to first
year students concerning their personal experiences with the employment issue. Studeat speakers are
encouraged to relate their thoughts and changes in plans so the listeners can understand the kinds of
choices they must face. Sometime after, the placement counselors or hameroam teachers speak to the
first yesr stodents sbout actual hiring conditions—how many graduates weat to Which
compazies—during the homeroom period. Counselor and homercom teachers canstantly stress the
need to know oneself, to know what is wanted interms of foture employment.

During the second year of high schoa! the placemeni staff agsin provides information
concerning the types of jobs and companies availsble. The schoal tries to assess the employment
needsufsudeﬁtsbysnrveymnnd the middle of their junior year of high school, but many students
change their mindsfrom that time until the titne of recruitment tests the following October. Mock tests
are also administered on a school wide basis and for comparison with national norms. The Tanashi
curriculum includes peactical experience, conducted atthe school'sownfactories. During the practical
period occupations! counseling and information are provided. The repetition of the same information
in different settingsis considered to be very important.

During the senior year students mustactually choose a career path.

On the other head, the first thing 2 company has to do is to present to PESO approximately
one year in advance a request announcing how maay workars will be recruited the following April.
With this information the recruitment card is made. The recruitment card is an important document
which provides the sudents with concrete information sbout the number of employees in the
company, ageneral description of the job, and beginning salary.

The PESO office applies its stamp of approval to the recruitment card and thea it can be
distributed. In September the individual school is visited by representatives from various companies
who inform the school how many students gre being sought. Another possibility is that the compagies
mail such specific job information to the school. Using the recruitment cards, the school informs its
job seeking seniors of the existence of the various positions.

In principle, Mizushima affirmed, it is the PESO office that handles informatios concerning
the placement of students in the labor force. ln peactice, it is the companies that send the
announcements to the school to speed up the process of information dissemination. PESO is a very
busy, bureaucratic place. It must be pointed out that the level of trust becween all three partes 1s
critical totheentireemploymenr system.

Although 2 possibility, it would be ridiculous to ask individual students to go to the PESO
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“sffice themselves and to inquire about positians, and such a step is almost never taken. The school
could also go directly .2 PESC and search for jobs for studests, but that method bas wirtually
dissppesred since the PESO office; have simply become too busy to handler~ s from individual
schoas.

The direct approach of a company to an individual sudent isstri | . uaibited by law and
would be equivalent to the brokerage of manpower. The law siates that employment exchange
services can be supplied by PESO directly and by naa-prafit making organizations such as schools,
trade unions and professional associations. Under this principle companies and schoals caa bave
direct contact with the placement counselors playing the major roles. Schoals are mare or less directly
sending their students to Wock in various pre-targeted companies. Thisis a tricky middle ground, but
isthe method currently in use.

Since Tanashi has a history of 23 years, its graduates have gone an to positions in various
companies. The same company representativesregulariy return to Tanashi with their recrviting quoies
for & certain mumber of graduates and they bring with them information shout the actual placement of
previous gradvates. With such a long relationship, every yesr it is possible to predict which
campanies will be comin,, agsie with their requests. Thus, the schoal placement officisls know the
genmlmheupotthemostimpmmcomymiumdthepmcwdmm students with
companies becomes simplified. The kind of jobs that present emplopees do can be verified with
information obtained directly from previous graduates now working at those companies.

If the schoa! or student goes to PESO and searches through the recruitment cards, the process
isinfinitely more difficult. The sumber of companiesis grest and it isimpossibleto know much abcu:
aqy of them or their working conditions without cansiderable study. Evea a calculared guee is likely
tobeincorrect.

In theory matching of students with companies is dane based an the wisher of the scadeat. In
one year 1,000 companies send f.:ruitment cards to Tanashi Industrial High School, a ratio of
virtually 5 companies to every senior seeking employment. The cards are bound in some 2627
volumes. From the poin: of view of the schoal, not all reques:s are appropriate for their gradustes
whose majors ar machine, srchitectural design and construction. The schoal feels its graduates
should be piaced in jobsin manufacturing, in electricity related companies, in automohile production,
in other words, in jobs related to their school training. Companies like those are earmarked by the
school, and given special status in their information system. A separste file of those companies’
current pamphlets is also maintained and ~clor coded by the majors for which the jobs are intended.
When all seniors have been placed, or at the ead of the schoal year, the old pamphlets are removed.
The studeats are asked to look at the recruitment cards and pamphiets to belp decide which companies
would suit their interests and aspirati ansfor employment.

The recrvitmest cards fram other sectars, such as the food business, are maintsined in
separate files and any additional information sent from such companies is disposed of in an effort to
keep stujents concentrating on the jobe for which they have been trained. University and specialized
school announcements are also availabie in a separate file. Other compendium publications contain
facts about specialized schools. Extra copies of such volumes are given away ta studeats.

One of the guiding principies in job placement by the school and 1n selection of majors by
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stodents is that graduates should enter jobs for which they have had specific training. Some

_exceptions exist but are limited to the following type of case: A construction campany puts in a
request for & machine student because the kind of worker needed is anc who can adjust and repair
equipment. Thus, even though a company would normally take canstruction ma, 3, it needs a
student from the machine section. The machine graduates are in grear demand since every kind of
company needs to repair, adjust and maintain its machines. However, machine students sre usually
reluctant to try such offers and tend tu prefer factaries, typically in the autamobile industry. Another
example migin be of a request for a machine major by a department stare for work in
elevator/escaltor/oilensiotenance. '

Only a few students soply to became civil servants, less than 10 per year. The recruitment
test is more difficult than the usuai campany exam and the total number of applicatians is relatively
large. Twenty years ago nearly tsenty students each year entered zither city level or national level
buresucracy. Civil service jobs are also normally connected with majors in high schoal, normaily in
the areasof architecture, coastruction arpublic works.

Thus crossing over and switches can occur, but for the most part students are placed in jobs
relating to the majors they have had in high school. Other cases can be cited where graduates have
chosen to take jobs as cooks in restaurants or as bell boys in hotels, but such cases are truly an
exception.

Not until 1 October does the sesson for entrance examinations to companies begin, a
restrictionthatis determined by Law.

Most students would like to enter the famous, iarger mare powerful campanies and so are
generallyin agreement asto which companies they would like to enter. The school is often faced with
the following problem.

A company bas an aanouncement that it wants ane student fram Tanashi; however, three
students have indicated that they would like to work there. The schoal then must decide which student
will be the one to take the entrance test. There is a discussion between the three students' hameroam
teachers and the placement counselor. In the end the schoal officials decide who will take the test. A
special word exists to describe this internal selection process, koonaj senkoo. Occasionally when two
students ar» both exceedingly interested iz a company which has advertised for only one, the school
will allow bothto take the entrancetest. Insuch acase, one of the two is certain to fail.

Permission to take an entrance ~xam from a schoal does not guarantee the! the student passes
or hasassurance of employment. Passing the exam is equivalent to permission to begin week as of the
following April on the part of the company and to the informal decision an the part of the student to
choose that company for employment. Almast every exam includes a personal interview, a Written
exam, a physical and a composition test. The composition, more than testing ability to write, is used
to assess the mtitudes and feelings of the students toward their future jobs. Same companies
administer an ]Q test as well. In November a definitive pledge to work is signed after all tests have
been passed aad even then, the rare instance of a student withdrawing a promise of employment might
occur.

Hf studeats fail then they must choose new companies and take Second examinations. The
exs nation period begins on 1 October and by 10 October most students have taken at least one exam
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and kaow the results. At Tanashi Industrial High school 75-76% of all applicants succeed on their
Tirst try st an entrance exam. The remsinder have to try an a second or third.

By the time of the second round of examinations, most famous first-chaice campenies have
filled their quotas so the quality of the campanies left to choose from drops capsiderably. Those
companies who have not yet filled their quotas cantact the school directly by mail oc by phane. That
information is rechecked by the schoal and students are informed. The undecided students then
choose the next exam. Some companies do not send out the information fast enough to the schoals,
and when a student inquires about a campany nat listed an the second round of exams, the school
contacts the compasy directly to find out the current Stuation. If the campany still has openings then
the student is freeto try its exam. :

By the middle of November mare than 95% of ¢ semiar class who desire to find employment
bave decided on a firm. The remaining 5% are still in the process of taking the secoad or even third
entrance examinstion. It is also possible for a student to be wavering between cantinuing education
and taking 8 job.

Sdll other students have not taken steps toward either continuing their education or seeking
employment. These students are likely to take the path of srubejto or part time work, a2 least until
something better comes slong. The student might use any one of a number of ways to find & part time
job—to ask directly at & company, to look in ane of the various guides or in & newspaper, to ask
friends or relatives, to inquire via PESO. Again, the quality of & job, pay and working conditians
found in this way will not be as high as for a job found via the school.

It is unlikely that a student can enter & good company much later than after the first round of
company exams. The school assumes respansibility for helping students to find jobs uatil May, o
approximately two months sfter gradustion an 10 March. After that time, schoals are prohibited by
Lzw from siding srodents in their employment search. Two months after the date of graduation from
high school the schoal ceases to have any connection ar respansibility for getting & student a desired
joh.

Once students have signed tieir pledges and entered companies the questian remains as to
how long they will remain there. Itisa known statistic that 40% of those placed quit within 3 years of
starting. ". his situation is very different from that of twenty or more years ago when the trend for most
Was to remain in companies for the durstion of their working life. A company might also go out of
business necessitating & new job. Former high schoal placements then find employment at another
company on their own using newspaper advertisements, job search books, PESO or another method

PESO operates on & year roand basis and offerings of new positions are always available.

The other 60% continuing working beyond the first three years, but it is not clear how masy

will actually remain withthesame companyuntil retirement.
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INTERVIEW WITH 7 MACHINE STUDENTS
AT
T TANASHI KOOGYQO KOOKCO
(TANASHI INDUSTRIAL HIGH SCHOOL)
TANASHI-CITY, TOKYO

I interviewed 7 students, Takebana-san, Wads-san, Gotoo-san, Hansts-san, Hayashi-san,
Ksatoo-san, and Shigeoka-san, all members of the machine curriculum, at Tanashi Industrial High
School. The interview with these seniors was compieted after company entrance examinstions had
been taken rnd represent thereactions of seniors whose immediate futureis decided.

Takebasa-sas I8 years ald and the only female I interviewed at Tanashi, lives in Higashi
Murayama City (to the north and wes. of Tanashi City) with her parents. InApnlshewxllbegma]ob
working st Tachikawa Spring Company muking car seats.

Wada-saa, 18 years old, livesin Higashi Kurume City (to the north and west of Tanashi, but
east of Higashi Murayama City) with his parents. He will in April begin a drafting job ar Hitachi
TelecommunicationsSystemsCompany.

Gotoo-san, 18 years ald, lives in Nerima-ku (east of Tanashi) with his parents. He wantsto
do 2 job wiring electrical circuitsif he does not getint~ Toakai Jumior College.

Hansata-saa, I8 yesrs ald, lives in Higashi Kurume City with his pareats. In April he will
begin & job dealing with the printing of books at Toppan Printing Company.

Hayashi-sas, 18 years old, livesin Higashi Kurume City with his parents. In April he will
begina jobinmachine and cameramanufacturing at K onishiraku Camers Company.

Katoo-sas, I8 years ald, lives in Mitaks with his parents. In April he will begin a job in
bearing manufacturing st Koyoo Seiko Company.

Shigeoks-sas, 18 years cld, lives in Nakano-ku (considerably to the east of Tanashi) with
h:spm InApnlhemll bepna;obmwandunckmmnfmgatﬂmoMm

Takebans-san: Yes.

Wada-san: Yes.

Gotoo-san: No.

Hanats-san: Yes.

Hayashi-san: Yes.

Katoo-san: Yes.

Shigeoks-san: Yes.

How did fecid iobs?

Takebags-san: | looked acthe materials available in the counseling roam. | didn't wantto ride
a crowded train in the morning so I first decided where | would like to work and then decided on the
job.

Wada-san: | wanted a job where ] would use my brain so I chose drafting. also waoted a
job nottoo farfrom my home. With these two limitations I was able to narrow my choices.

" Gotoo-san: If I search for a job, I will talk to my teachers and look at pamphlets and will

decide afterdiscussion.

)
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Hanata-san: Working at a printing company means working in shifts, but the company I have
‘chiosen only warks (n 2 shifts rather than ihe usual 3. In 1 company with 3 shifts, my life would
always be changing and I didn't want that. I prefer a company with anly 2 shifts and chose it based
onthosecriteria.

Hayashi-san: | talked to my parents and teachers and had always wanted to wouk in a large
company. It was aisoimportant that many Tansshi graduates were aiready employed at the firm.

Katoo-san: ] wanted a firm that was located in & quiet environment. Though bearings are a
modest business, I think it is a growing ane.

Shigeoks-san: [ wanted most of all to work at a campaiy that manufactured cars, especially
one that included trucks. There are many companiesthat make trucks, like Mitsohishi, but the largest
is Hino. ;

Whea did you ksow thet you wasted to find s job after high school
rradustion and Aot coatiny or schooling? )

Takebans-san: [ knew from the time | was in elementary school. Iknew for certain
that | wanted to find a job upon gratustion from high schoal by the first year in middle schoal. Ihad
80 desire to attend university.

Wada-san: In my second or third yesr of middle school, I decided to go to an industrial high
school. Inclnded inthat decision was the decisianto find a job upon gradustion

Gotoo-san: Before | entered high school I thought I wanted to find a job after gradustion.
My grades in this high school have been higher than I expected and I cantemplated gaing to 2 year
college. I have taken an entrance exam but doa't know the result.

Hansta-san’ From the time ] was a secand yesr student in middle schoal, I wanted & job after
middle school graduation. My parents were sgeinst me starting a job then and asked me to finish high
schoal.

Hayashi-san: I knew I wanted to find & job after high school from the time | Was & third year
middleschoql studeat.

Kstoo-ssn: | had sbsolutely no desire to go to 4 year university. Around my first yesr in
middle schual I decided that | wanted tofind a job after high schoal.

Shigeoka-san' Inmiddle schoal my grades weren't very good, and I decided that at any rate |
waated to work after high school.

mummmw_wam__wmw
did you talk to them sbowt?

Takebans-san | dida't talk so much to the counselors but rather to my homeroom teacher
who was familisr with the company 1 was interestedin.  He introduced me to this company; in fact,
until last year my homeroom teacher was one of the counselors at Tanashi.

Wads-san: 1locked st pamphiets that were available in the counseling room and for the most
part decided for myself. Idida'ttalk to the counselors much atail.

Gotoo-san: | looked ot the pamphlets and lists in the counseling room, aad found an
sppropriate company that suited my interests. 1also wrote leniers requesting materialsbe seattome |
didn't really use the counselors very much.

Hagata-san: 1looked at the pamphiets that came to the school and decided for myself. Idid

43

47




Laik to the teachers and counselors but in the end the decision was mine.

Hayashi-san: I didn't talk so much to the counselors, but talked to my homeroom teacher. 1
alsolooked atthe materialsavailableinthe counseling room.

Katoo-san: My homeroom teacher didn't know very much about the kind of work I was
interested in, butthe counsejors did andthey helped me find an adequate company.

Shigeoks-ssn: | dida't talk much to the counselors and really only wanted to enter Hino. It
was my only choice.
i i omeroom ors give you?

Takebans-san: At the mock interview session we had at the school my teacher explained
maay things to me. For ingance he told me about how to eater a room, how to sit, how to speak and
what totalk shout.

Wada-san: At the mock interview, | was tald sbout how to make farmal greetings, about
good posture, and how to sit on a chair.

Gotoo-san: I haven't received any advice about interviews or anything else since I entered
high schoal. During middle school we had mock interviews to prepare us for «ntering high school
where I got advice fram my teachers. Ithought of the advice in high school for myself and didn't
listentomyteachers.

Hansta-san: had an mock interview where I was tald about farmal greetings and posture.
Whean [ was asked about my hobbies, I said self sudy was my hobby. Then I was asked to tell what
authors | liked the best. Inthat way I prepared for my entrance exam.

Hayashi-sar: Atthe mock interview I was told to speak up clesrly.

Katoo-san: Iwastold shout my use of langusge and how to answer certsin difficult questions
during the mockinterview.

Shigeoks-san: During the mock interview ] was told not to mumble, to speak up clearly.

Did you talk to your pareats sbout the process +f fiadiag 8 job? What did
you talk sbowt with them?

Takebans-san: My parents told me to take responsibility for my own future. We didn't talk
muchtogether.

Wada-san: | didn'ttalk to my parents very much. Once I had decided where I was going to
try to find & job, I showed them my list of 5 companies. Then I decided exactly which one [ would
choose. *

Gotoo-san: I wanted to go to university but maney is a problem. If I were to go to coliege I
would need to do a part time job along with studying. Iknew that I didn't want to involve my parents
in such problems so up to now I have decided for myself.

Hanata-san: I decided where I would try and told my pareats which company was my choice.

Hayashi-san: I picked out several companies I was interested in and showed the list to my
parents. We talked about the possibilities and then I decided.

Kazoo-san: Itald my parents where I was trying to get a job. Otherwise, I didn't taik to
them.

Shigeoka-san: I decided what I would do here st school and then told my parents.

u study for the e cxam?
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Takebana-san: I tricd to figure out my own IQ by testing myself. Iam taking a course in
Writing #san elective this yesr andin that class practiced compasition writing.

Wadu-san: Idida't do any special practice. I went to the test and passedit. I knew that there
would be no camposition an the entrance exsm so I didn't have to practice. On the IQ test there were
sections on Japanese and mathematics, but they were verysimple. 1did glance at a Japanese language
practice book and practiced with opposites.

Gotoo-san: The entrance texts to the companies I would be interested in include oaly an
interview and short camposition. In arder to be shie to write a shart compositian, I have kept a diary,
read the newspaper, and kept track of current events. Just before the exam I will try to imagine the
topic that would be on the test and try tc write sa.aething. [ have showed peactice composiionsto sy
teacher and received comments. The callege exam inciuded s section on electranics, English and
mathematics and | studiedfor all parts.

Hanats-san: | dida't do any special studying or practice. I did look at an entrance exam
practice book, but | dida’t try many problems.

slayachi sen: | dida't have atest on any specific knowledge so I didn't do any studying.

Kstoo-san: I completed all the problems in a practice boak over summer vacation and |
practiced for the composition test by writing on § or 6themes. The eatrance exam contained sections
an Japanese, social science and mathematics so I studied those sectians. I practiced the problems
couldn't masterthe firsttime manytimes over.

Shigeoka-san: The entrance test was only an paints related to myfield of stady, machines, so
Ibought a practice book on the subject and looked overit.

How magy estragce exams did y- ~take?

Takebana-san: | anly hadtotake oneentrance exam.

Wada-san: ] anly hadtotake ane entrance exam.

Gotoo-san: 1 haven't yet got the resuits from my callege application WhenI do, I will know
if I have to take a company exam.

Hanata-san Jonly had totake one entrance exam.

Hayashi-san: | oniy had totake one entrance exam

Katoo-san: | had to take two exams. I took the second exam 24 days after the first. In
between ! looked at the practice exam book again.

Shigeoks-san: Ionly hadtotake one entrance exam.

How do you i w look st the job you are about to begin?

Takebans-san: The company is the one | had wanted to enter. When | visited the company, I
found the atmosphere very good and am happy I chose Tachikawa Spring.

Wada-san: Whea I went to visit the company, I saw that they only did deafting and were
retatively small, afact I dida't like so much. However, they are attached to the larger Hitachi group so
1 am very happy I chose them.

Gotoo-san: The two yesr callege I have chosen gives freedam to its students and [ will be
very happythere.

Hanuta-san: At Toppan I will be able to do the job I want todo in printing. Iam very happy
and want to get to work as soon as posuible.




Hayashi-san: I have really wanted to enter Karishiroku from the beginning and am very
_relievedthatthedecisionisfins!.

Kstoo-san: [ had s list of 5 possible companies i wanted to work at, but 4 of them for ane
reason or another weren't hiring this year. I failed the entrance exam at one of the 4. This is my last
chaiceand lamrelieved.

Shigeaks-san. I will be working at Hino Motors. It was my first chaice and [ am relieved
and eisted beyand words.

cxB i be doipg st co ? What will be the costent of
your job?

Takebana-san: I will be making car seats. I will be involved in making ose ce mure of the
parts of the seat. [ may also have to do a certain amount o affice work.

Wada-san: [ will only be daing drafting. That isall the campany does. Maybe I will have to
bit of regular office woark.

Gotoo-san: | like circuit wiring and will study that at callege or enter a company that does that
kind of work.

Hanats-san: At the company they are doing engraving, printing and manufacturing, bt I
think Iwill be doing printing. Of course, it is not certain exactly in which section I will be working. 1
may not be sbieto do the work | want.

Hayashi-saa: I will either be involved in making cameras or copy machines. At that plant alt
they make is cameras and copiers. At other plants other goods are produced.

Katoo-san: I will be making the besrings that the company produces The campany aiso does
sales, but I doubt that I will be connected with that.

Shigeoks-san: The company makes cars and has a number of plants. I don't know which
plant I will be attached to, but I will bein production st first. After some time | will take a test and it is
possibletoadvance ahove the productionlevel.

What kiad of special skills do you thisk you will aced to work at your job?
Are these skills you lesrped at Taneshi?

Takebans-san: [ have only seen pians for my wark, but I suspect that I will have to use
machipes of some sart and have to know about camputer programming. I have learned prograrmaming
in school so I think it will help.

Wada-san: Iwill be drafting at work and that i3 the caly skill I will need. Ipracticed drafting
every week at school, 3o Ithirk | have lesrned the basics. '

Gotoo-san: 1didn't do any electric circuit wirisg in this school, so I plan to study that first in
college and thenon the job.

Hansta-san: | will need printer's skills and have not learned such skills at this school. I will
learn anthe job.

Hayashi-san: I will be working in the manufacturing of machinery and have learned these
skills herein high schoal.

Katoo-san: ] will be working in manufacturing and believe what I have learned in school will
help me in my job.

Shigeoka-san: 1believe I have learned all the basic skills here in school that | will need to do
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myjob The special aspects of the job will also require me to study and earn a license at work.

"I there some kind of traiging you would like to have sdded to the Tanashi
curriculum to make yourselves more prepared for jobs?

Takebans-san: I can't think of anything off hand, but the machines in our workshop are very
old. Maybe they could bereplaced with newer equipment.

Wada-san: Ican'tthink of arything.

Gotoo-san: [ am a student in the machine section. We have personal camputers, but only
small ones. It would be good to have some mare powerful models.

Haasta-san: I would like to have more time with the computers we do have.

Hayashi-san- | can't think of anything.

Katoo-san’ Iwould like to know more sbout information management.

Shigeoks-san: Many companies are being sutomated. It would be good to have alarge
mmummwpuwmnmm

u to in ur jobs?

Takebana-san: I will have a training period of about 3 months, but I am sure it will teke
fongerthanthst. Ican't realty tell untii I try the work myself. I think it will take fonger than a year to
feelcomfortable.

Wads-san: There will be a training period of sbout 1 to 3 months. About a month after the
training period I should have seajedin.

Gotoo-san: I think I will have adjusted to life at the schoal after about & year there.

Hansta-san: The training period lasts for 50 days. I will be assigned to my work group and
after shout a yesr I should have setrled in.

Hayashi-san: | have to ent:r the company and work af the job myself in arder to know how
fong it willtake.

Katoo-san: The actual job is very simple and repetitive, so I think it will onlytake me a month
tosettlein.

Shigeoks-san: The training period lasts for ane month. After that I will be assigned to the
production line and the wark is complicated. Ithink it will take me a year and a haif to settlein.

How wiil your lives change whea you get jobs?

Takebans-san: I will be earning money for myseif and will be able to live more independently
of my parents. :

Wada-san: I will have to do overtime and will ge? home at 8:00 or fater so I will not be able to
watch myfavorite TV programs.

Gotoo-san: I'will become & more settled personwhea I havea b,

Hanata-san: When I have a job, I will have less free time.

Hayashi-san: I don't think my life will change that much, but the time [ get home from work
will be much Iater than when I was a student.

Katoo-san: The job is donein shifts so working will make my life more scatrered.

Shigeoka-san: The commute tothe job will take between on> and 2 hours and will upset my
lifeconsiderably.

What will you do with the salary you receive?
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- - - —Takebans-san: [ will receive about ¥100,000 per month. I will spend some on food and give
money tomy parents. I would like to buy & cer and get a license so I will spead money onthar  What
is left I will use as pocket maney.

Wada-san: | will give ¥20,000-¥30,000 to my parents. With the rest I will pay back the loan
onthe car | wanttobuy. Beyond that I don't know what I will do with my salary.

Gotoo-san: 1 will spend the maney to support myself and my family. The rest ] will spend
onentertainment.

Hansta-san' I will give my salary to my parents and will receive pocket money from them.

Hayashi-san' Iwill give half my moneyto my parents and save the other half or spend it an
somethingelse.

Katoo-san: My very first pay check will be spent on whatever | want. After that [ will save
half of what | carn and spend the rest an iayself.

Shigeoka-san' 1 will give ¥20,000-¥30,000 vo my parents and the rest I will spead as | like.

How much will your jsitial saisry come to? Will you get a bonus? At what
rate will your salery incregse?

Takebana-san: My initial salary will be ¥110,000, and I will receive ¥100,000 after tax. In
addition I will receive overtime for the extra hows I work and the average monthly salary seems to be
sbout ¥150,000. My first bonus will be sbout ¥70,000 in :he summer followed by ¥320,000 in
winter. [don'tknow sbout yearly incresses. '

Wada-san: [ will receive just under ¥100,000. The increases will be ¥4,000 per year. The
banuses will be 4 manths of stlsry given twice & year ance I become a full-fledged company
employee.

Gotoo-san: 1 would like to enter a campany that pays ¥120,000- ¥130,000 per month.
Beyond that I don't know.

Hansta-san: My basic salary will be ¥110,000 per manth. If ] work onthe night shift, it will
increase to about ¥130,000 per month. After the first year I will get an extra ¥10,000 in my pay. I
don't remember enything about bonuses.

Hayashi-san: I will receive about ¥100,000 per month in salary. My pay will increase by
¥13,500 per yesr. The basmus at first will be 2.9 months salary and will increase to 4 or 5 months
twiceayear aftec | become afull-fledged employee. ,

" Katoo-san: My basic salary will came to ¥94,800, but I will earn ¥110,000 to ¥120,000
because of overtime. The yearly increases will be ¥10,230 per year. Thefirst bomrus will be about 2.3
months. Afterthatthe bonus will increase to4.8 monthstwice ayear.

Shigeoka-san: I will receive about ¥110,000 per month. The bonus will be 2.9 months at the
beginning and increase to a total of 5.6 months after one year. The salary will increase by about
¥10,000 per year.

Do yos thiak yos will be sble to live independently of your parents?

Takebana-san: At first ] will have many expenses and r1y salary will be small. If I Live away
from bome I will not be able to buy what I want. I would like to save some maney and then try to live
onmy own. [ think that I will be fiving at hnme until [ get married.

Wada-san: | think that living at home costs the least amount of money, so I will live at home.
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“If 1 get married, I will live away from home.

Gotoo-san: I want to live on my own sfter I have married.

Hanata-san: If I live on my own, I will aot get proper nutrition so it is better for me to live
with my pareats. 1 bave 1o inteation of trying to live on my own unril Iget married.

Hayashi-san: I will liveindependently when I get married.

Katoo-tan: I will be living in a company dormitory so I am worried about my financial
resources. The dormitory costs won't be that large, oaly sbout ¥5,000 per month. I will be
respansible for determining how to use my money and am worried about that.

Shigeoks-san: It will take me & long time to get to work so I would like very much to find an
spartment acar my company. There is a dormitocy but am notenthusisstic about living there.

Do you waat to stay ja the compaay you have chosea watil you retire? How
loag do you piaa fo stay st your first job?

Takebans-san: 1 would like to marry and don't think the 2 job asa housewife goes well with a
work in 2 company. [ would like to work uatil I have s child.

Wada-san: Iwanttowork st the same company uatil I retire.

Gotoo-san: | want to work at the same company until I retire.

Hanata-san: | wantto work atthe same company until I retire.

Hayashi-san | want to work st the same company uatil ¥ zetire.

Katoo-san: [ wantto work atthe same compasy uatil I retire.

Shigeoks-sa0: I want to work at the same company uatil I retire. This is Japan and
oppormunities for getting & better job if one quits are rare.

imew i ill be doing?

Takebans-san: I think I will still be working at the same job. I will bave learned my job and
find itfun.

Wada-san: [ will be drafting every day. I may find the work fun or boring, I don't know
which. I will be continning st the same job.

Gotoo-san: In 5 years, I hope I will have a job, be working, and be seutled in that job.

Hanata-san: [think ] will have mastered the machinesinmy department iu five years time.

Hayashi-san: Ithink I will be very settied and be sble to do my wark well.

Katoo-san: Infive years, I will be teaching new employees how to do their work.

Shigeoka-san: My company has factories overseas and in 5 years time I would like to be
working at one of them.

How old would you like to be whea you get married?

Takebans-san: [ would like to marry by thetime ] am 24.

Wada-san: I wouldlike to marrybefore I am 30.

Gotoo-san: I don't know if I will be unmarried or married. If I do marry, I would like to
before I am 30.

Hanata-san: I would like to marry by the time I am 30.

Hayashi-san: I would like to marry at around 25 or 26.

Katoo-san: Iwould like to marry when I am about 28.

Shigeoka-san: If I find a mate, I wounld like to marry by the ume ] am 30.
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Takebana-san: [ will have children and beinvalved in housework.

Wada-san: If |haven't been able to marry, I will be worried.

Gotoo-san: I feel I will be Living an aversge life.

Hanata-san: |do not know whai I will be doing until I am that age.

Hayashi-san: Ithink I will be living an average life.

Katoo-san: I think I will be living an average life.

Shigeoka-san:  will have children and have a certain amount of responsibility at work.

What will you be doiag when you are 31 or 32 years old? A job? Interesis?
|
|




INTERVIEW WITH 7 ARCHITECTURAL AND CONSTRUCTION

- - STUDENTS AT

TANASHI KOOGYOO KOOKOO
(TANASHI INDUSTRIAL HIGH SCHOOL)
TANASHI-CITY, TOKYO

{ interviewed 7 students, Ochama-san Kaneko-sen, Itoo-san, Yokoyama-san, Ichikawa-san,
Nishida-san, and Hara-san at Tauashi Industrial High Schoal. The interview with these seniors was
completed after compaay entrance examinations had beentaken and representsthe reactions of seniors
whose immediate future is decided. Ali are males and in either the architecture or construction
departmentatTanashi.

Ochama-sea 18 years old and & student in the construction deparument, lives in
Koganei-city (just south of Tarashi) with his parents. He wrote that he would begin a job at Watanabe
Ichi Construction Compa: y it ami-kuin April.

Kaseko-san, 18 years old and 2 student in the architecture department, lives in Higashi
Kurume Ciry (north of Tanachi) with his parents. He indicared that he would begin & job 4t Sanwe
Building Company in Shis, ‘nku-ku in Apeil.

Itoo-san, 18 years old and a student in the architecture department, livesin Chofu City (quite
» bit south of Tanashi) with his parents. In April he will begina job at U & A City Architect se Firm.

Yokoyame-sas 18 years ald and a student in the srchitecture department, lives in
Nerima-ku (east of Tanashi) with his parents. He wrote that he would begin 2 job at N. K. Home
Campaay in Shibuya-kuin April.

Ichikawa-saa 17 years old and s studeat in the construction department, lives in Kiyosei
City (west of Tanashi and north of Higashi Kurume City; #ith his parents. In April he will begin 2
job &t Takyo Gas Company in Minato-ku (ceater of the city).

Nishida-san, |7 years ald and a student in the canstruction department, lives in Nakano-ku
with his parents. He indicated that he would begin a job at Dainichi Engineering Works Company 10
Hachioji City (the very western ovtskirss of the city of Tokyo)in April.

Hara-saa, 17 yesrs old and a student in the constrection department, lives in Musashino City
(south of Tanashi) with bis parents. He had wanted to became a civil servant, but failed the entrance
examination Instead in April he will beginto study at Japan Engineering Special’zed Schoal.

ve yo ided wh u will be working sext year?
Ochama-san: Yes. *
Kaneko-san: Yes.
Jtoo-san: Yes.

Yokoyams-san: Yes.

Ichikawa-san' Yes.

Nishida-san: Yes.

Esra-san: Mn. [ will not be working next year, but will be attending Japan Engineering
Specializeaschool.

How did yoy decide on your jobs?
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.Oochamra-san: A graduate of Tanaghi who presently works a. .. atanatie tol me to join him
there. I did some work there and liked it, so I decided I would like to work there after gracuarian.
Afterward | notified the schoal and found the recruitment card and pamphletin the materials available
atTanashi.

Kaneko-san: [ asked my architecture studiesteacher and looked throughthe rec. uitm=nt ¢ wds
anddecided.

Itoo-san: 1looked at recruitment cards and decided on which ¢ mpany would be the best one.
I didn't talk to my teachers.

Yokoyama-san: [ loaked af recruitment cards, asked the architecture studies teacher and
decided.

Ichikawa-san: The placement counselor tald me about the company and we tatked. Ithought
ahoutthe possibilitiesand decided.

Nishids-san: My counselor tald me about the campany and I liked hisidea.

Hara-san: I loaked at the guidebooks for specialized schoais and decided on the ane I would
attend oy myseif.

id yo i ? did, for what e?

Ochama-san’ [ only looked at recruitment curds.

Kaneko-san' | anlyloaked ot recruitmest cards. I looked foc pamphletsbut there weren't any
for companies | wasinterestedin.

Itoc-san: I onlylooked st recruitment cards.

Yokoyama-san: [ only looked &t recruitment cards.

Ichikawa-sarr [ didn't goto the counseling room uatil after [ had decided onthe job.

Nishida-san: [loaked at recraitment cards and the files with samphiets and other materialst-
find out what kind of wrrk campanies did.

Hara-san: 1looked at a book which described all the specialized schools available and then
looked at the school's guidebook which had aiso been sent to Tanashi.

Did you to your couaselors about findiag a job? Whea did you
starttalking to ?

Oocbama-san: The teachers began talking to us ebout employment during the first sem¢ ter of
our senior year. | didn't really talk directiy to my teacher or counselor. My parents, teacher and I had
a canference in the summer of my senior year. We ml&eo but I had already decided where 1 was
poing towark.

Kaneko-san: [ first started talking at the end of my jusior year. My teacher heiped me with
mockinterviews. Atthetiv.. of the parent-teacher canference in the summer I had already decided on
the ane company I wasgoing to try. After that I dida't taik to my teachers or counselors.

Iioo-san: Inmy case, | wantto become a technical expert so 11ooked at the recruitment cards
that came for srchitecture companies. In October the recruitment card came for the company I wanted
to enter. 1dida't talk so much to my teachers.

Yokoysma-san: | was late in deciding. Uptothe time of the parent-teacher conference I was
still unclearin my own desires butthey became clearer after the conference. Theal decided.
Ichikawa-san: Atthe parent-teacher conference inthe summer my counselor told me aboutthe
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“company I am now going to enter.

Nishida-san: After the final exams at the end of July, I wasiald ahout the campany that [ am
NOW going o enter.

Hera-san: At the beginuing of this year, I talked to my counselor about my possibilities and
decided anbecoming a civil servant or attending specialized schoal.

i i ard to getting 3 job aad them ia to your
cowaselors? )

Ochama-san: Ifilled out a card about my choices, and after I had decided on my job I filled
out a preliminarytranscript and handed into myteacher for certification and an official seal. .

Kaneko-san: Before I took the entrance exam I filied out my persanal history. After the
entrance test ! filled out a paper in which I was asked to describe the kind of questians asked on the
entranceexam.

Itoo-san: I anlyfilled ocut my persanal history and handed it to my teacher.

Yokoyams-san: Before the entrance test I filled out a persanal history. After the entrance
exam [ filled out a paper where I described the kind of questians asked an the entrance exam.

Ichikawa-san: Before the entrance exam Ifilled out a personal history. Afterthat Ifilled outa
card for the PESO office.

Nishida-san: Before the entrance exam I filled out a personsl histary. After the exam [
banded in a card describing the job I had obtained.

Hara-san: [ filled out a tentative transcript form for my teacher and filled out a form
describing the school | had chosen.

Ochams-san: Wehad a mock interview in Septemberin one of the architecturs classrooms. |
was told about how to enter & roum, how to make a formal greeting and sbout maintaining & proper
attitude during the interview. We alsotaiked about what the content of questians would be at the real
interview.

Kaneko-san: [wastald to be careful how I dressed during the interview. Thatisall.

Itoo-san: Idon't remember being given any advice, 1 wentto the entrance exam and took it.

Yokoyama-san: Iwas told sbout my use of words and attitude. Part of my attitude included
how I gave greetings and whether or not I spake directly to my interviewer. I wasn't tald anything
else. *

Ichikawa-san: T was tald abour my attitude and use of language. Wi~ I was asked a
question, I should be ready to answer with words I had peepared beforehand.

Nishida-san: [ wastald about my attitude acd use of fanguage. Iwastald to be prepared fo:
2 design test and was told to be ready for atest an everyday kanyi(Chinese characters).

Hara-san: I was tald to be careful of my dress and attitude when I went oa a tour oi the
school. [only hadto submit papers tobe accepted. Therz wasno entrance exam.

(] i ?

Oohama-san: I did ialk to them about where I was going to work. It was a but like a

notification.
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Kaneko-san: !4 ik tothem. Attbs end of my first yesr in high school I tald them about
-the kind of job I wanted (0 do. At the beginning of the third year I told them about the job I had
chosen.

Itco-san: 1told my parents where ] was gaing to wark. My parents jooked at the recruitment
card and appeoved of the chaice.

Yokoyama.san: Every time I sat dowa wita my parents we talked about th» erocess of
finding a job. Inthe end I found a job that  liked.

~hikawa-san: My parents tald me to find a job at & company 1 liked. They didn't talk to me
much about my cheice.

Nishida-san: My parents tald me to choose & job a 2 campany | wanted to enter. fallowed
theiradviceand decided

Hara-san: I talked to my parents at length: about what | wanted to do. They agreed with my
decisionto ry thecivil service test or gotoa specislized schoal.

Did you stedy for the catrance exam? What was the costent of the exam?

Ochama-san: 1did no study. Ianly had aninterview.

Kaneko-san: The test was general knowledge. Iwent to a bookstare and bought a practice
book for general knowledge. I studied every day.

Itoo-saa: I dida't study for any parts of the exam or interview. I decided just to go in and
takethetest. -

Yokoyams-san: | had a test but did no preparation. Ijust went inand tookthe test.

Ichikawa-san: 1 had a written test which included mathematics and an interview. I practiced
foc the interview at school. 1 alsobought abook with math problems and solved them to get ready.

Nishida-san: [Liad no testat all, and so needed no preparation.

Hara-san: For the civil service test | bought several reference works and studied all the
subjects I had had in school and my majoe field of study. I tried working all the preblems, but] failed.
The test was difficult and done in mark sheet style. Ihave tried taking mark sheet tests (computer
scored tests) before but I find them difficuit.

id you enter your ad or third choice company?

Ochama-san: | entered my second choice. A recruitment card for my first choice did not
come to the school s I choose the second.

Kaneko-san: 1 had onlymchmcefromt.hebegmmng Iteok the test and passed.

Itoo-san: | entered my first choice.

Yokoyama-san: | entered myfirst chaice company.

Ichikawa-san: | entered my first chaice company.

Nizlida-sar: ] entered my first chaice company.

Hara-san: Myfirst chaice wastobecame a civil servunt so Inied the civil service exam, but
failed. 1had thought about both possibilities. Thetest was in October and a..er that I firmly decided
to attend a specialized school. My second chaice was to enter aspecialized school.

How do you feel right now as you look at the job you are about to begin?

Oohama-san: | have no particular feelings. i will enter a company and that is normal. Ihad
choices and narrowed them down. Now I am going to start working.
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___Kaneko-san: Now that  have decided, Iam resalute to keep working without taking tire off.

Itoo-san: Ifeelthat]am at last at peace.

Yokoyama-san: [ want to graduste as soon as possible and start working.

Ichikawa-san: ] have succeed in entering one company and am greatly relieved.

Nishida-san: I have entered a company, want to wWork with all effort for it and save as much
money as] can.
Hara-san: I want to graduate as soon as possible and start my new studies.

i i om ? What will be the costent of

your job?

Oohama-san: 1 will be involved in administration of work going on at the canstruction site.

Kaneko-san: For one year, I will be studying at the company the content of my job. After
that I will be working as a normal employee in the building of buildings with special construction
methods.

Itoo-ssan: For the first year, I will be fearning the content of my wark 1 will be cleaning up
desks and serving tea to people and deing verious kinds of work. After the secand year I will be
daing my rea! job designing rei=*~rced concrete apartment houses, schoais, hotelsan. hospitals.

Yokoyama-san: I don't exactly know what I will be doing at my campany uatii I startto work
there. Iwill probably be working as a stone mason.

Ichikawa-san: I-4ill be working at a gas company and will be working in the gas pipe laying
section.

Nishida-san: I will be preparing land for later construction of buildings. I will azempt to
carry out the plans that have been drawn up by the administration for work to be dane at the
constructionsite.

Harz-san: I will enter a specialized schoo! ior training people in ergineering science. I will
study computer hardware for two years and find a job in the camputer indusiry. The specialized
school will help me find that job.

What do you seed to be aware of osce you start your jobs?

Ochama-san: Idon't think theve will be anything tobe aware of.

Kaneko-san: 1 don't think there will be anything to be aware of.

Itoo-san: I will have people above m« and will have tcbe aware of my use of language.

Yokoyama-san: Iam sure there will be things o be &ware of, but until I start working I dun't
know what those will be. )

Ichikawa-san: I wonder if ] will be able to handle personal relations, especially in dealing
with people in positions above me.

Nishida-san: I will have to learn to deal with people in my office.

Hara-san: 1 don't think there will be anything to be aware of.

Will you have a trsisiag period after yoy eater your company?

Oohama-san: From the discussions I have had, there does nol seem to be any training period.
I'will begin acroml work right away.

Kaneko-san: | will have atraining period of ane year and will be studying.

Itoo-san: There isno special training period.
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"~ ~Yokoyama-san: The training period will be from ane to 2 months.

Ichikawa-san: The training period will be 6 months. I will be trying my hand at the various
kinds of wark the company does.

Nishida-san: The training period will be 3 months during which I will be in the office and at
constructionsites.

Hare-san: 1will be studying full time at school.

i i i you thi ow will aced to work st your

Oobama-san: 1only have to use the skills I have learned ar Tanashi. I don't think any more
will be required of me.

Kaneko-san: I will be daing things I have aot learned ia schoal. lwxunotnsewhnlhave
learned here, but must learn on the job. Ithink it will difficult.

Ttoo-san: I have learned some of the skills I will need at school, but most of my job will
include things ] have notlearned here.

Yokoyama-san: I'will use what I have learned here but the teaching has hardly been enough.
I'will study by training at the company.

Ichikawa-san: I don't think I will need any special skills &t work.

Nishids-saa: My job involves messurement, planning, aad drawing. Most of these skills ]
hevelearned st =choal.

Hars-san: At school I will learn something compietely new, not connected With what I have
learnedhere.

Is there some kiad of traiging or machises you would like to have added to

i cerri ves m for jobs?

Ochama-san: I canthink of nothing.

Kaneko-san: Nothing I can think of.

Ttoo-san: I can't think of anything.

Yokoyama-san: Iwish we had more timeinthe practical part of our training.

Ichikawa-san: Nothing.

Nishida-san: Nothing.

Hara-san: lwnhtheoldmachmumtheworkshopwonldberephcedmhnewerones

How loag do you thisk it will take you te settle in to your jobs?

Oohaina-san: Atthe earfiest it will take 2 yearsto settle in, maybe morefike 3 years.

Kaneko-san: Ithink it will take me 5 yearsto settlein.

Itoo-san: Tt will take me 2-3 years to settle into my job.

Yokoyama-san: It will ake me 2-3 yearsto settlein to my job.

Ichikawa-san: It will take me 3 yearsto settieinto my job.

Nishide-san: It will probably take me 3 years to settle in to my job.

Hara-san: After graduation from the speciatized school, I think it will take me 2-3 years to
settle in to Whatever work I widl be doing.

How much will your jgitial salacy come to? Will you get a bonus? At what

rate wi salary§ ?




Ochams-ssn: My salary will be ¥107,000. My bonus will be 4 months salery, but [ doa't
-know gbout salary increases.

Kaneko-san: My initial salary will ¥100,000 with banuses of 4 months. The salary will
increase only ¥4,000 per year.

Itoo-san: My salary will be about ¥90,000 and that isn't much. The first year bonus will be 2
months of salsry. Bonuses after that will be 2 months of salary 2 times a year. The salary wil!
increase by sbout ¥8,000 per year.

Yokoyama-san: The basic salary is abovt ¥130,000 and then there will be overtime, bringing
my take home pay to sbout ¥140,000 per month. The first year my bonus will be 2.2 months of
salary. After that the bonus will be 4.5 manths of salary. Every year my salary should increase by
sbout ¥10,000.

Ichikswa-san. My basic salary is about ¥110,000 per month. Bomuses will be 3.5 moxﬁs
salary for the first year. The salary will increase by about ¥4,000 per year.

Nishida-san: My basic salsry is ¥110,000 per manth. The total bonns should be shout
¥1,400,000 per year. The increase~ are shout ¥4,000 per year.

Hara-san: | will be stending school so maney will be going out and not coming in. Two
years of school are going to cost shout ¥1,500,000.

w i do wi ou ive?

Ochama-san: I will give some moneyto my parents, save ¥2,000-3,000 and spend the rest.

Kaneko-san: ] will give baif my money to my parents. 1 will spead most and if some is left
over, | will saveit.

Itoo-san: [ will give ¥20,000 to my parents for food and save abour ¥10,000. [ will spend
therest.

Yokoyama-san: [ will give ¥30,000 to my parents to pay for food. They have instrocted me
to do this. ] will spendthe rest and if any is left over, I will put itin the bank.

Ichikawa-san: I will give ¥30,000 to my parents for food. I want to buy a car soI will have
to use mostaf the restto pay back the car loan.

Nishida-san: I will be living in a dormitory which will be paid for by the company and will
spend most of the mosney on living and enjoying myself. Iwill only give ¥10,000 to my parents. |
will save what is [eft for future travel.

Hars-san: [ will receive money from my parents for studying. I am aot going to go out much
so that I will spend as littie as possible. )

Do you thiak you will be sble to live jndcpendently of your parents?

Ochama.san: [ could live away from my parents if | wanted to and if my salary increased a
bit. Jam asecond son so I dan't bave to stay with them. It will take me 10 years to save the fundsto
beabletoliveindependently.

Kaneko-san: I will live in a company dormitory so I will be independent of them. When I
have the funds [ will build my own house.

Iroo-san: Iwould like to live independently of my parents, but my salary will be small so for
at least the first few years ] will live withthem. Inthe end I will beindependent.

Yokoyama-san: I don't want to do laundry or cook my own food, so I will stay at home as
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long as possible.
o Ichikawa-san: The first 5 or 6 years I will not be able to live independently because my salary
will betoo small. Whenmy salary is large enough, I would like to live on my own.

Nishids-san: In my house life is very strict and I wanted to live independently as soon as
possible. ] have chosento live in a dormitory where I will stay as long as possible.

Hara-san: For the first two years I will be enralled in schoal. After that I will have a job, but
will probably stay &t bame for about 10 years until I have the funds to build 2 bome of my own.

0 you waat to i vu have chosca usiil you retire? How
long do you plaa to stay at your first job?
Ochams-san: | haven't thought sbout staying to retirement. If | have earned qualifications, I
may leave after 10 or 20 years.

Kaneko-san: | woald like to stay until retirement.

Itoo-san: Iwant to stay at my job until I reach the highest quanification possible in building.
Then I will be ready to bresk sway and form my ows canstruction company. It should take me 10
yearsto earnthequalifications.

Yokoyama-san: The company | will enter is a very stable ane and as fong as it remains so, [
would like to wark there.

Ichikawa-san: will probsbly remain until retirement.

Nishids-san: I would like to stay for 10 years. After that I will decide what I will do next,
but I don't know what tha: will be.

Hars-san: In my case, when I leave schonl, I hope to find a campany that will employ me
untiketirement.

In S yearstime what do you thiak you will be daiag?

Oohbama-san- ] will be working and be assuming respansibility in my campany.

Kanebo-san: I mayhave advanced abitin the company.

Itoo-san: InS years] will be shout to take a major qualification test. If I have passed, I will
advence toa higher fevel of work.

Yokoyama-san: If | am still working, I will be working hard.

Ichikawa-san: ] will be holding my ownin my job.

Nisltida-san: [ will have earned a certain leve! of qualifications at my job. I will have
advancedio more aimportantievel of engineering sdministration.

Hara-sun: Iwill have entered s middle sized compeny and be Working there.

How old wouid you like to be whea you get married?

Ochama-ssn: If I have 2 good mate, I will marry. I don't think anyone will marry me, so
haver't thought about it.

Kaneko-san: 1would like to marry befare I am 30.

Itoo-san: 1would like to get married when I am able to afford a wife, when ] am about 30.

Yokoyama-sen: | would like to get married when [ earn enough to feed 2 or 3 people, When |
am about27-28

Ichikgws.-><n- T-ygull 'ike to mary before Iam 30.

Nish'da-san: 1 wouldn't mind marrying after [ am 30, and only when I am able to take care of
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~afamily.
Hara-san: Iwould Lke to marry before I am 30.
What will you be doiag wh u are 31 or 32 years old? A job? Interests?
Ochama-san: | will be warking hard to feed and bring up my children.
Kaneko-san: | will have found my own ideatity.
Itoo-san: 1 will have children and be warking herdtofe ithem.
Yokoyams-san: ] will be daing all I can in every way for my job and my family.
Ichikswa-san: | will be married and have children and be working for them.
Nishida-san: [ will be working and studying hard to save money.
Hara-san: [ will be bringing up my family.
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. - INTERYVIEW WITH MR. NIREI

HEAD OF PLACEMENT
SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL)

KITA-KU, TOKYO

Founded in 1924, Sakuragaoka is a private three year women's high school of appraximately
1500 students located on the north side of Tokyoin Koto-ku. Its curriculum includesthe same general
studies curriculum offered at most public high schocls and also an occupationsl curriculum and a
coaking curriculum. Mr. Nirei isthe head counselor in overall charge of job placement and advanced
study. A total of 20 teachers sre involved with job placement, including all third year homeroom
teachers and selected teachers from the first and secand yesr classes. 6 other teachers are involved in
advancement to higher education. There are actually two plscement offices at Sakuragaoka The
sdministrative office containing counselors desks is on the first floor near the principal's office and the
student reference room is located in the basement. The reference room is constantly buzzing with the
sound of students in search of information.

Mr. Nirei's job is extremely demanding and visits to PFSO, the Public Employment Security
Office, are handled by other members of his staff who report back to him. He in turn relays all
significant developmentsto the head teacher and principal in arder to keep them informed about the
current situation in regard to jobs for graduates. His saiary is higher than the average teacher because
of the demanding narure of his job ¢4 the stressinvolved in making sure all Sakuragsoka students are
placedeveryyear.

Since Sakuragaoka is a private school and depends an its students for operating revenues, one
crucial factor in sppealing to potential incoming students is the school’s record of job placement after
gradustion Like the written materials available at other schoals, the Sakuragsoka prospectus sold to
junior high schoal students who visit contains lists of campanies where students have been placed as
well as lists"of ugiversities and schools to which graduates have matriculated. Because the school's
focusis an practical education, the list of jobs which graduates have obtsined is crucial tothe school's
abilityto recruit new students.

More than in general studies, enrollment in the occupational curii.uiu- is beneficial to
students who will be entering the labor force sfter graduation. The orcupational curriculum includes
courses in word processing, personal computers, business economics, business operation,
boakkeeping, abacus, business writing and law, and tay accounting, courses which are not possibleto
take otherwise. As apart of the general studies curricutum, word processing and abacus are offered,
but nothing more. A record of having been a enrolled in the occupational curriculum may be a vistinct
advantage whenseeking employment.

Sakuragaoka conducts occupational education of its students fram the first to the third year of
%igh school. Students at age 15 entering Sakuragaoka, or any high schoo! in Japan, know next to
nuthing about the working world, shout their own aspirations, or about what they would like to do
af er highschool.

In April at the openirg orientauon for new first year students, Mr Nirex addresses the enure
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group of S00 concerning employment, stressing that a job is chosen not on the spur of the moment at
‘the end of one's senior yesar, but after fully considering one's potential--persanality, school
achievemeat and sports--during the first two years of high schoal. During the first year at school,
empbasis is placed by all veachers an knowing oneself and one's strengths and weaknesses in school,
or jiko norikai. Specific occupational education s, in the strictest sense, aot provided during the first
yearin high schoal.

Sakuagaoka has its homeroom hour on Wednesdays and during that hour twice a year,
homeroom teachers speak to both first and second year students about current hiring conditions with
stagistics fram the year “efore. Mr. Nirei does not deal directly with either first or second year
students, by k- someroom teachers handle these tasks. He provides \he instructors with all
necessary materiaisand datafor canducting occupation-related hameroom hours.

By the end of the first year of high school or, at the fatest, by the beginning of the second year
students are asked to decide the important question—will they continue on to further schoaling or will
they enter the lshor force. This decisian is intimately connected with family economics, for if a
student wishes to continue on to further schooling, costs will be large and cansent and cooperation of
her parents is shsolutely necessary. If however, the student wishes to find employment, she will be
receiving a salaryrather than paying out for further education.

Two of the goals of the secand year sre to understand the relatianship between companies and
the working individual and to understand the role of women st work. Japas, aithough it has laws
sbout equality st wark, is a very unequal place for those actually in the working world. Men and
women may stert af the same jevel of pay butincre.ses are different, level of r2sponsibility for wamen
is considerably less and overtime is almost exclusively limited to men. These sre the sorts of topics
| that are discussed during the second yesr in artempt to help students understand the current role of
| wamen in the labor force. Various source boaks and magazines are also availsble for students to use
| and are keptin the counseling office.
| In the iater half of the secand yesr those who have decided to continue their education must
also decide what type of school they wish to aitend—a specialized school, a two year university, or a
four year university. Those who have decided to find employment must decide at which type of
company they want to work--banking, securities, manufacturing, wholesale, department store, etc.

A student's senior yesr at Sekuragaoka is & very busy time. The Japanese school year begins
in Apeil and the semior class trip is set from the end of May to the beginning of June so nothing much
can be accomplished in the way of progress toward emplgyment until the trip has finished. Mr. Nirei
bas muade repeated requests of the. principal at Sakuragaoks to change the time of this trip from the
beginning of the third yesr to the end of the second yesr of high school. The entire flow of the
employment cycle has been disrupted by this trip. As of 1986 the senior trip is being moved back to
October of the junior year in arder to avaid the problem.

By June of their semior year students need to have a fairly good idea of what kind of joh they
want and what campany they'd like to enter. Asthe recruitment cards pour in to the counselors office
in July, students come seeking advice from Mr. Nirei and from their teachers. School palicy states
that at any time on any day during their senior year, students may freely come to their counselors or
homeroom teachers to ask for advice on their coming decisions about jobs. Before the recruitment
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cards are passed along to the schoal, companies must obtain the PESO seal on them. This step assures
“thiat jobS have been reviewed by PESO and that they are respectable and is perhaps the most impartant
functian of PESO in the high schoal hiring process.

It is & trend in Japan, in general, that students are cansulting their parents fess ofien about
career decisions. The overall academic level of stadents who enter Sakuragaoka is probably average
or slightly below and, in turn, parents' income level and level of academic atainment is average or
glightly below whea compared with national norms. Pareats have attained relatively low educational
levels, tend to have less experience themseives and cannot really help their children in regard to
occupational choice. The school mustfill in the gap left by the lack of communic:lion between parent
and child. From the most basic questions to the most detailed ones, the gucents rely on their high
school teachersfor advice and guidance. ‘

Since companies begin to send recruitment cards on 1 July and initial applications must be
filed indicating which student will take an exam at which company by 1 Sepiember, the thurd year
students who will enter the Isbor force must be ready to make their final decisions ahout compasnies
fairly swifdy, usually by the middle of July. Recruitmen: cards sre perused and first and second
chaices are made. Often a recruitment card specifies a graduate from the occupational curriculum
rather than general studies or a student with a ¢ r2sin level of qualification in abacus, boakkeeping,
calculator, calligraphy, typing, word processing or English.

Of course, the students tend to agree about which are the good companies, so there are many
bids for the same ones. A common occurrence is 5 students indicating they'd like to work at a
company which will take only | application fram Sakuragaoka The school must then decide which
student of the 5 will be the ane tofile theinitial applicationand take the entrance exam.

The schoal loaks, of course, at the students' grades but also at personality, bebavior,
etiquette, atitude toward wark, sbility to use language and to make formal greetings. A student's
grades might be scceptable but she might not possess & sparkling personality. This factor could cause
ber lose the rightto take a company examinatian during the in-schoal competition (or koanai seakoo)
to & student who has a brighter persanality but whose grades are not as high. The school tries to
choose the student with the relazively best chance of succeeding inthe placement examinations.

If a student has been absent continually from class. been guilty of continuously harassing
teachers, been found smoking cigarettes or has never listened to her teachers, the schoal feels 80
obligation to recommend her for any job. To strengthen the farce of this palicy, Mr. Nirei calls all
parents t0 a meeting erlyenchschoolyermmnoungct.ﬁusmdentswho do not meet minimum
standards of decorum will not receive the school's recommendation. Last year 10 seniors fauwo to
receiveit. '

Companies worry about their employees behavior and this worry is reflected in the school's
| witbholding of 2 recommendatian for employment. A student who bas failed to receive the school's
| recommendation has no choice but to ook for a job by herself by going directly to the PESO office or
} by calling companies herself. If she sppliesto a campany, the persannel officer w.l! narurally ask her

about her personal history and in that discussion the question will arise asto why she d'd nct look for
‘ ber job via her high schoal. The company will probably aiso phione the school. In addiuan,
: Sakuragaoka policy states that the counselors will not lie about a student to companies--they will tell
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_directly what her problem is and that she does not have the school'srecammendation. If the company
makesthe effort to call the school, the probability is nearly 100% that this student will notbe hired. A
student does have the alternative of part time work for which hiring requirements are lower and the
school israrely contacted.

During the summer vacation of the semior year in July-August, mock company interviews are
held at the school. Mr. Nirei plays the role of the company personnel manager and the studeats begin
their interviews by knocking on the door outside his office, entering and sitting down. He then asks
them what school they are fram and to introduce themselves. The interview continue- asif for real.
Other mock interviews are held with homeroam teachers in classrooms. When school resumes after
the summer break, the best students are used as models 2nd perform the same kind of mock interview
in front of their homeroom classes so that others can see for themselves what makes a good interview.
Videos of interviews are alsoused occasionally.

Mock entrance exams prepared by the schoal are administered with practice booklets
distributed beforehand. Students sre expected to study for both tte mock and actual exams.
Preparation of mock examsis an exhausting chore for the counseling staff.

Studeats also begin to write their personal histories, rirekisho, in September. Scudents who
have had no experience with this type of formal writing become very nervous and cannot produce a
persanl history without help. They are given samples to imitate and with the help of the hameroam
teachers successfully produce their own. At bigger public schools such assistance with personal
history writing cannot possibly be dane because of the limited counseling staff and the large number of
students who need help. The content of the company entrance
exams varies from company to company but normally general knowledge, mathemarics, English,
social studies, and IQ sre tested and a personal interview and physical are included. Even though a
student has been carefully chosen by the schoal to take an examination, she migh- fail at the actual
companytestinearly October.

About 15 years agothe percentage of students failing first entrance exams was aslow as 15%,
mostly due to the fact that companies were at their peak in hiring high schoal graduates. Statistics
show that today about 30% of Sakuragaoka students fail on their first try at taking company entrance
exams. Immediately upon notification of failure Sakuragaoka counselors telephone and contact
compaties whose quotas are as yet unfilied to find 2 second exam for the student. If there are many
first failures who want to take the same second exam, the :d:dol must again decide waich student wall
take which exam. Thebacking of the school assures that « student can find & job samewhere whether
on the first, second, third or even fourth try. Second exams are at slightly or much lower ranked
companies because quotas at all of the best are normally filled during the first round of examinaticis.
Sometimes a student finally succeeds in passing an entrance examination in January. Lastyear it took
one student 4 examinations and until the ead of Januaryto find a job.

Some companies, even lexge ones, wait until November or December before holding thewr
entrance examinaticns. A well qualified student who hasfailed once need not jump right into take an
exam &t an unsuits bie company, but rather is told to wait until one of the late compames seads ics
recruitment card to the school. She can then apply to take the exam and, if she passcs, eater a good
top-leveicompany.
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A student who has failed a first exam might also at the paint of failure change her mind and
deade to go for a yesr to & specialized schoal, or semmangakioo, to try torais~ her possibilities for
employnent rather than enter 8 company she feels is not suited for her. The standards for entering 2
specialized schoal for training kindergarten teachers or murses are very high, but schoals for bumiaess
or beauticians are relatively simple to enter provided a student canaffordit. Entrance examsfortaese
schools, if they are given, sre =trictly proforma. In entering such & school it is questionable what kind
of education will be obtgined and what exactly will be learned. The drop out rate at semmon gr £koo
also tends to be quite high, though Mr. Nirei had anly a vague idea what happensto & dropout ia terms
of a job. Probably she enters the labor force as a part time warker, or grobejto, with 2 job found via
one of the magazines specially designed to help women find such jobs.

Today with the influence of machines au.' especially computers, the total aumber of new
employees necessary in a company has greatly declined so the campetition for jobs found via the high
school has became tougher. If a student has completed a two-year university course, the employment
chances sre considerably better, but the aumber of actual job opportunities for high school graduates
basseverelydeclined inrecent years.

Even so last year nearly 1100 companies sent recruitment cards to Sakuragaoka whose
graduating populatian bound for the abor force was 358, a ratio of just over 3o 1 (See Figures 1 and
2 for graduation staristics for 1984). A job exists samewhere for every Sakuragaoke graduate who
wants one (See Figures 3 and 4 for disribution of employed graduates by industry type for 1984
graduates). The situation is much bettes than that at schools whose populations are generally geared
toward matricu'ation where oaly 1 or 2 students have decided to find employment. At these schools
the number of recruitment cards which arrive is very small, often not even aratio of one to one. The
teacher in charge of piacemen: has to rely much more hezvily on the assisance of PESO in placing
students. At Sakuragaoka the visits to PESO are handled by the less experienced members of the
counseling staff as the sumber of incoming recruitment cardsis large and the visits are considered to
beof litlebut official value.

From 1973 t0 1975 the mumber of companies seading cards was closer to 30(0. (See Figure 5
for statistics from 1980, 1982 and 1984. A declining trend can be discerned.) Banks that used to
send cards calling for 5 to 10 Sakuragaaka graduates today ask for 1 graduate or sometimes send 10
recruitment cards at all. Banks that used to send cards calling for 1 or 2 graduates today have cut
Sakuragaoka off their lists entirely.

Once entrance to companies has been decided foc'students, their formal studiesin high school
virtually come to an end. Instead teachers begin requiring other kinds work of their students,
especially penmanship. A sheet of paper with 30 lines can contain shout 30 numbers per Line. In
February a student is typically required to produce & page of 900 aumbers each school day. This page
is checked for accuracy of size and angle of figures and is considered good practice for furure
employment.

S March is the date of graduation from high school, so companies can begin to require their
new employeestoappear for training from the middle of March.

Mr. Nirei estimates that a student once placed in a company will stay for about 5 years,
considerably longer than the situation just 10 years ago. When Japan's economy was booming 1 the
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early 70's, an employee ~ould quit after 3 years and be assured that another company would hire her.
-Now that the economy is at & plateau such changes are less likely and students remain ir their first
placements for a jonger period. Of course, same employees #ill quit almost immediately after being
hired, but todsy's average is probably about S years, until marriage or uatil a child is born.

No longer do rules exisc ia any compaay that require a female enployee to quit her job after
marriage. One bank report.d to Nirei that it had femsle employees in their early 30's who were both
married and unmarried and who were likely to remain uatil retirement, but this case is rather rare. In
1970 a female employee ar a securities company was toid, when she announced in March that she was
gring te be married in September, that like all female employees before her it was the custom to resign
from her position within weeks of the engagement announcement even though her planned ma:riage
was 6 months away. Today however, of the entire female working force in Japan, 60% are married.
Mr. Nirei did not know very much about pay differentials between males and females though they
certainlyexist.

Once a job has been left, it is especially difficult for women to return to the labor furce as
anything but parttime workers.
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INERVIEW WITH 4 GRADUATES
AT
- SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL)
KITA-KU, TOXYO

1 interviewed 4 students, Todoroki-sen, Kikuna-san, Kitamura-san, and Suguya-san, 1985
graduates of Sakuragaoka Joshi Kootooo Gakkoo at the schoal in Kita-ku.

Todoroki-san, 19 years old, currently lives in Itabashi-u (northwest Tokyo but still within
the city limits) with her parents and cammutes io her job a Taiyo Life Insurance company in the heart
of the financial district of Nihanbashi. Sheis a telephane operator at the main switchboard.

Kikuaa-san, 18 years old, currently lives with her parentsin Saitsma Prefecture (aorthwest
of Tokyo and outside of the city Lmits, slightly north of Itabashi-ku). She works at a branch of
Daiichi Kangyoo Bank not too far fram her hame in the time deposit division.

Kitamura-saa, 18 years old, lives with her parents in Saitama Prefecture and commutes to
her job at Mito Securities Campany in the financial district of Nihonbashi. Her job isinthe accounting
division.

Suguya-sag, I8 vears ald, lives in Saitama Prefecture With her paremis and works in
Tokyo's financial district of Nihonbashi st Gifu Murual Finance Bank Her job is in the carrent
sccounts section of the regular deposit division.

linterviewed these four wamen when they had been warking for approximately three manths
at their new jobs.

How did you fiad your jobs?

Todoroki-san: [tald my homeroam teacher that  Wasnted a job as & telephone operator. Not
many jobs exist for telephone operatars because it is a job that can be contimued for many years. After
sometime & recruitment card came to the school with the information that & telephone operator was
wanted by Taiyo Life Insurance Company. Ihad no idea what Taiyo Life [nsurance Company was. I
asked my mother and she said it was 4 big well-known compaay. Inthe inner school competition [
wassoccessful and became the applicant for the job.

Niivng-san: Even before [ entered high scheol I knew that I wanted to work after high school
graduation. ]ka:w thatthe occupationa! curriculum might heip me find & job in the future, solchose
that course of sudy When I started high school I knew that I wanted to work at 8 bank but was not
specific shout which bank At schoal I learned of the position at Daiichi Bank and was picased with
thechoice. "

Kitamura-san' | wanted to work at some kind of general campany, but was told by my
homeroom teacher that [ was well suited to work in securities or banking. At the time of the inner
school competition, ] was told that there Was an opening in a securities company and decided tha I
might as well ry. My parents are very pleased that I work in securities rather than at general office
work.

Suguya-san: Before | entered high schonl I knew that I wanted tofind e job after graduation.
1 had studied abacus in junior and senior high school, was in the occupational studies curricu'um and
wanted to use my skills. 1 would have been satistied with general office work. My homeroom teacher
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suggested that I might want to try for a job at abank. My parents were against my decision because
" had basically decided my furarefor myself. They are still not happy.
0 you e se of your work at your company, especially ia

co iom wi er 's jobs?

Todoraki-san: When I began warking at the company I had no idea what kind of work a life
insurance company did. Because | am a telephone operi.ar, 1feel that I an: sitting at the window of
the company to the world. I cannot be rude ar insulting to any customer. When [ ask the customers
what business they have, they describe their business. It is up to me to put them in touch with the
right department. That requires me tothink about the overall purposes of the various sections of Taiyo
Life Incurance. Perhaps | have understood same.

Kikuna-san: Ireally don't understand much beyoad my own job.

Kitamurs-san: 1 am completely occupied with trying to understand my own work, let alone
trying toreach out to understand the bigger picture.

Suguys-san: | haven't had the time to try to understand the work of others or the relationship
betweenthem andme.

Todoroki-san: | have 4 need 1o know extension numbers. There are cerigin people who
alwaysrequest the same extension when they call the office. The minute they say their names I havea
fairly good idéa what extension they will be requesting. | have aiso memorized the list of employees
nndmmxionsinthempanymdwhmmeonéaﬂsmaskfmnpmnnwhosemeisnaonme
list, 1 can without hesitarion say that that persan does aot work at the main office.

Kikuns-san: 1feel that | have made progress in the processing of accounts a the bank. I
wasited (o learn about moving maney from a regular or current account into a time deposit account. It
is a difficuit procedure and I feel | have mastered that process at Jeast (o & certain extent. | have also
learned quite a bit ahout accounting. I feel though that there are lots of things I have yet to learn, but
am pleased with my progress so far.

Kitamura-san: When | entered the secu ities _ompany I had no idea about what they really
did. Ibad done accounting in high school, but the process of accounting in a securities company 18
very different from the way I was taught it in schoal because the categories for accounting are
different. Atlast | have grown accustamed to this method of accounting. When]get a piece of paper
I can recognize what kind of form it is and thereby know just ahout what I am supposed to do with it.
1 have progressed perhaps alittle. 9

Suguya-san: The work | am doirg now i think I understand. 1 however have not yet learned
nboutthetonlorgminﬁon of the bank. We hive a system of carrespandence courses by which we
learn more ahout the organization of ihe bank. The course is required for all new employees and we
must produce a written repart every manth. In order write the reports I have to read a very thick
reference work. Many procedures are described in the book--regular accouats asd office
procedures--and it serves as good srudy for me. While reading [ sometimes am able to learn about the
very work I am doing and thus understand it within the scope of the overall organization.

Arc you seuled in your jobs?

Tokoroki-san: Two months of training ended last month, now I do my job by mysell At
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“first when I took my turn at answering the phone at the company, I would answer "heh" not knowing
what 1o do next. It was rather terrifying, especially when customers said strange thingsto me. By the
start of the second month of training I was already handling most of the calls on my own. I felt that
after a month and a half | was pretty much settled in my job.

Kikuna-san: My training lasts for three months, meaning that | have another month 1o go
Each month from now oa I will be tanght shout & different aspect of deposit accounts. [ have been
taught much, but many forms and papers are involved inthe preparation of a time deposit account so
the job can be very camplicated. I still don't know how to handle special customer cases, for instance,
when & customer has fost a chop (personal marks used to identify depositors when withdrawing
money) or changed addresses becense each case hasa different procedure. Ifeed that I have ot settled
into my job et all. i st at the service window but behind others who are more experieaced: however,
I am watched by many eyes, the customers’ as well as my bosses'. Some day perhaps I will be sitting
directly in front of the customers. When I don't know what to do I ask ane of my superiors to help
me.

Kitamur -san: Ifeel that | have came a fang way since entering the company 3 muithsago. I
worry that | may make a mistake and incur the anger of my superiors. [{eel that I have not settied in
my job for I cannot do my work alone yet. I have {earned everything presented to me, but so much
remsins for meto learn. Pechaps by this fall I will be ableto be more settied.

Suguys-san: I am st last beginning to feel that I have begun to settle in my job. I am
heginning to understand the day's flow of work around the bank as weil as the substance of what is
actually being done. For me, as for Kikuna-san the amount of mate:sal to be mastered is very large,
and much has not yet been covered in my training. I will begin to be really settied when I have bee
wught and mastered a larger portian of my work. However, Ifeel settled in the work that | have
alreadybeentaught.

Do you fiad what 70w learaed ia high school is of value ia your jobs?

Todoroki-san: I was a student in the general studies curriculum at Sekuragaoka [ find that
there is absolvtely no relationship becween what I fearned in schoal and what I am doing now asa job.
I am not required to read books or to use an abacus Occasionally I do need to speak English when a
call comesin from & foreigner.

Kikuns-san' I was in the occupational studies curr..ulum at Sakuragacka I oaly use
calculators for arithmeticin my work. The bookkeeping and Abrcus I learned at school really play no
partin mywork atthe bank. Sometimes when handling a check I recall the kinds of maserials We used
to handle in ane of the business studies courses we had at school. Sometimes, too, some of the Words
we used in the business courses are used again at work. I really don't feel that the language or
mathematics courses | had at Sakuragacka have any bearing on the Work I am doing row. I dousea
typewriter occasionally and my experience with them at Sakuragaoka is applicable. Occasionally a
foreigner camesin to exchange currency and then I have to use my English.

Kitamurs-san: I wasin the general studies curriculum at Sakuragaoka When I am working
with aledger I am forbidden from using a calculator because too many mistakes are made. I must use
an shacus. Thusthe course in abacus from Sakuragaoka comes inhandy. Eventhough the method of
bookkeeping ar work is completely different from the method used at Mito Securities, knowing how to
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dobookkeeping in one system makes learning the next system much easier.

“Suguya-san: I was in the occuparional curriculum at Sukuragaoka The only thing from
Sakuragaoka that has helped me are the courses in abacus. At work we oaly use the abacus for
calculation. My bank has not really mechanized like other larger banks have. On September 24 of this
year we will begin mechauization and that will make my job slightly easier and faster. use English
sometimes with foreign customers who come into the bank to change money into yen. Though those
customers will be proceeding to the foreign exchange counters, I must at least step forward to ask,
"May I help you?" and say, "Please wait & minute.” We are required to keep s diary from our first
day of employment. |have to write down everything I do and 1 am grateful to my Japanese language
teachers for the help they gave me in mastering characters. Wher customers come (o open new
accounts they must re, .ster at my counter and the slips [oc new accounts must be ryped. Even though
the typewriters are different from the ones we had at school, the position of the kanaor syllabary are
exactly the same so that study also is applicable to my job.

Do you have saythiag you could recommend be added to the Sakuragsoka
curriculum Lo make it moce applicabie to the jobs future graduates will be doiag?

Todaroki-saa: Office sutomation has taken over my company. It would probably be good if
more practice with office machines was required by the school in its curriculum. The school ought to
have English conversation classes, rather than concentrating all irs effort on gramemar.

Kikusia-san: More practice with office sutomation equipment would be helpful. Our
experience was that we could work with word processors only one hour per week. The amount of
time with office machinescouldbe increased.

Kitamurs-san: In our third year in wigh 3chool the amount of time on the word processor was
decreased Even though [ de not use word processors or personal computers in .ny work, they seem
to be in every office so it would be good to provide more practice with them in school. At wark, we
use calculators with printout tapes so it iS easy to trace an error, much easier than with an abacus
where printout is impossible. In my case, more study of an abacus would not have helped me &t
wark. | onlyuse the sbacus for determining change from a larger sum.

Suguya-san: It is obvious that office sutomation is everywhere. In my case, however, Ifeel
it would have been very profitable if I had been able to practice more with the abacus while | was in
high schoal. It is compulsory for us at wark to take courses in abacus, but the experience of having
used one .0 school helps me to advance faster in the bank course. Those wWho have had 0 school
experience take very fong to move up. [ wish I had beeg sble to practice even more in high schoof,
especially with doing sums. In the case of multiplication it may be faster to use a calculator, but with
sums the abacus i faster, especially if ane has been practicing. No matter what small company I
would work for, | believe that it would be necessary to be able to do sums and differences with the
abacus. Even whenwe mechanize the office, there will stili be a place for it.

i acerni i i e?

Todoroki-san: Because I am a telephone operator, I have no responsibilities for serving
customers or taking care of other employees. In the ofd days part of our work included serving tea but
I have had no experience. I have also beard it said by older employees that they have never had the
experience of serving tea so if that was ever a part of the job, it was a forg ume ago.
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Kikuna-san: When a customer comes (o the bank I am required to make sure they are

- comfortable, by offering a hot o cold drink to them. [ hear a voice saying, "Kikuna-san please serve

tea to our customer,” and I know it is my turn. The way of putting the cup or glass on the table is
strictly decided and I haveto follow that format.

Kitamura-san: The way that I serve drinks was taught to me by other women who are slighly
above meinrank.

Suguys-san: In our bank part of my werk includes preparing tea for everyane inthe morning.
Because the building is ald. I have to came in ¢arly and let the water run owt of the tap for a few
minutes so that rust, other particles and smell disappear. Then I can prepare the tea.  All new
employees must do this job. During tea brea% at 3:00 I have to prepare and distribute the
refreshments.

What is your everyday life like?

Todoroki-san: I don't live much differently than I did when I was 2 student. However, if the
next day is a holiday or it is the weekead pay day, I like to go our with my friends to Shinjuku or same
other entertainment district i enjoy myself. Because Iam atelephone operator, I can't jrst leave my
position whea the funch chime sounds st tweive. I have to wait for my replacement to arrive. My
funch time is never clearly decided and that is trying on my nerves. Sometimes I can go for funch at
11:30 sometimes at 12:00 and sometimes not unril 12:30. Rules exist ahout how lang a persan can
continue warking at the switchboard at anz time, so I often get breaks, many mare than when I wasin
high school. After an hour at the switchboard I get half an hour off, in cantrast to school where 10
minutes break came after SO minutes of classes. During breaks older employees knit, embroider or
nap. If someone comes in to check on what we are doing, all the materiai> ar» quickly put away.
Since | am a new employee ] am not allowed to do anythiang but read abook or help prepare telephone
manuaisforthe.. mpany.

Kiruis-san: My work is also done on a rotation basis with three women alternating so lunch
bresks can come at 11:30, 12:30 or 1:30. We have other short breaks during the day but no time when
I can actually rest from my work like Todoroki-san can. On Saturdays when jots of work tends to pile
up I sometimes cannot get to funch until 2:30. The bank is open until 12:30 ca Saturdays, butthea we
shut and compiete fots of paper wark. Lunch break on Saturday is only 30 minutes after which we
continue our wark. We should finish the day an Saturday at 2:30 but we often cantinue uatil much
later. On weekdays work usually finishes at 5:00 without overtime. If, however, totalsdo not maich
or a mistakein accousing has been made, I have to stay,atil fter 6:00 to nelp find the mistake. 1f a
meeting has been called, I stay until at least 6:30. Right now is the season for determining bonuses,
so on Fridays the employees stay after closing hours uatil shout 8:00to drum up spurit for the struggle
with the company to obtain higher banuses.

Kitamura-san: [ bave to wake up every morning at 5:30 and must leave my house by 6:30
since | live in Saitama and have to reach the center of Takyo, & trip that takes 1-1/2 hours. When I
reach work, I get the company sign ready, add the morning's newspaper to the newspaper file, Wash
ashtrays or wipe desks. When it is really my turn to make sure :ul tasks are completed 1 have to leave
the house by 6:25. When work commences, I put the cumpany sign out in its proper place
Sometimes I have to clean up the morning's mess before the afternoon meetings can begin and I have
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to go without funch to get everyr'ing tidy before the afternoon begins. 1like to pay attention to the

-d&ﬂk_soevmifmympaimteumelmgomlunch,Iuytomnke:urethatevexything has been
comple. >d before I take my Iunch hour. In the afternoon We are very busy. At the end of the month
we can easily work until after 8:00. 1return homeby train and bus to Saitama, another hour and a half
and so by the time I get home it is almost 10:00. WhenIget home I eat and bathe. Igo to bed and
suddenly it i the next work day. On Saturdays I finish at 12:40 and when busy at 1:30 so I have a
chaace to meet friends and do something before going home ia the evening.

Suguyn-san: Ilive far away from my job, too. Ihave get from Saitama to Tokyo every day.
1getup ar 5:30 and leave the house by 6:40. The recruitment card said Work began at 8:45. Actually,
we are expected to be at the company by 8:00 to listen to advice and instructions from the brg
mansger. Just before 8 we get the Aust cloths ready for use so whea we appear before the branch
mansger we have *“ ust cloths with us and begin to clean after he has finished. After cieaning up,
we proceed to wash the cups and dishes that have piled up in the sink from meetings the day before.
Alter these tasks are finiched a superior comes by to tell us to begin preparing tea for the day. By this
time business hours have begun and the custamers and clieats begin arriving at the bank. We have to
peepare tea, hot or cald depending on the season, for the clients who visit. All these small tasks are
the duties of the new employees and sre a part of our training. I then proceed to my work of
processing receipis for the various bank transactions. My work involves lots of detailed filling in of
forms, filling out of checis and other time constming tasks. If customers have lost a chop of want to
change the chop that is used With the account, I must compieteall the formalities for them. Icangoto
Iunch at any time ber'7een 11:30 28d 2:30 depending an how busy we are but have to remain in the
building. Sometimes]can'teat atall. Since we sre only two people who work in shifts at the same
job, while  am eating the other pr “son cannot leave her post. As soon as [ am finished with lunch, I
must come back in order L relieve her. Although it said on the recruitment card that  would have an
hour for lunch, most often I have oaly 15 minutes to eat and get back to work.

o you briag your w

Todoroki-san: Usually I bring my lunch but sametimes I eat in the company cafeteria. The
cafeteria holdsabout100 peopleatatime.

Kikuna-san: Company rules say that we cannot eat out. Employees used to be able to, butit
was decided that custamers were kept waiting while employees were out for lunch so the rule was
changed. We do get an hour for lunch buz when the baak is very busy sometimes we have to get back
to wark without much time for abreak_ 1alwsys eatinthecampany cafeteria. It's very smail.

Kitamura-san: 1always bring my lunch.

Suguya-san: 1bring my lunch since the bank does not have a cafeteria.

How do you use the salary yon receive?

Todoroki-san: 1 give ¥20,000 per manth to my pareats. | have a bank account at the post
office where | deposit ¥5,000 per month. In a few months I will be adding larger sums to the account.
1 have joined 8 company insurance plan which costs maney. Tuse ¥30,000 2 month as pocket money.
Theremainder putin anothersavings account.

Kikuna-san: 80% of my salary goes directly into a normal savings account at my bank My
basic salary is ¥100,000 and 20% of it or ¥20,000 go=s directly into atime deposit.
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Kitamura-san: To my parents ] give ¥15,000 per month. [recently got a driver's license and

_have to repay the cost of the training. Thar costs me ¥10,000 per month. I put ¥20,000 per month in

a savings account. I don't have time to go to the bank myseif so my mother acrually does the
transactions. The rest of my salary I use as pocket maney to buy clothes and other things.

Suguya-san: I work in a bank so my salary goes into & bank account with a higer rate of
interest. [ withdraw the money that [ need with my cash card. Igive my parents ¥30,000 per month.
! put ¥5,000 per moath into & bank accouat in my younger uster’s name. My grandmother gets
¥10,000 per month. The rest of the money I use as pocket money to buy clothes and entertain myself
inmyfreetime.

Whst do yo think you will be doing in 5 years time?

Todoroki-san: I firstbelieved that I would only be in my job for2 or 3 years and then would
move on. AsIdo my wark I have come to find it interesting and have gradually changed my mind. ‘I
believe that I will be doing the same job in the same compaayin 5 years time.

Kikuna-san: I also believe that in five yesrs' time I will be doing the same job at the same
branch of Deiichi Kangyoo Bank.

Kitamura-san: I have afeeling I will have quit and be daing another job somewhere else. I
would rather be daing a job inthe service industry than the ane I have now, especially one where Ifeel
I have my own personality. 1feel asif I am being malded into something that I am not at the job Iam
daing presently. [am quite different fram the persan I was whea I was in high school.

Suguya-san: | have not even mastered my job at Gifu Bank yet, and every one or two years
the content of my job will change. I am nox entirely satisfied and feel thar in 2 years or so I will ry to
find another job. I would like to do a job which is mare suited to my personality, one I can do and
feelcomfortabledaing.

What will ycu be doing 1a 15 years. wach you are 33 or 34 years 01d? A iab?
Interests?

Todoroki-san: If I am doing the same job I am doing now, I will be al my prime and a
mainstay of the company. Imight also have quitand be married. Ireallydon'tquite know.

Kikuna-san: I can'treally make any conjecture ahout what will happen when I am 3.

Kitamure-san: I can't really make & conjecture. I might still be working or I might have
married. I may also have gone for a lang trip abroad.

Suguya-san’ If I kave found a job I like and can do, I will be working there. In berweenif I
have married and my husband agrees, I would still like to be working. Even if I have children, 1
would still like to be working. Idefinitely do not like stajiing at home. I want to Work.
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INTERVIEW WITH 6 STUDENTS
AT

SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL)
KITA-KU, TOKYO

Iinterviewed 6 students, Yusa-san, Hagiwara-san, Seto-san, Kamata-san, Kitaura-san, and
Kurosu-san at Sakurgaoka Joshi Kootoo Gakkoo. The interview with these students was completed
before campany entrance examinations had been teven and represent the hopes and wishes of high
school seiors before their futures have been decid=d.

Yusa-san, 17 years old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in Sgitama
Prefecture (northwest of Tokyo and outside of the city limits) with her parents. She indicated that she
hoped to eater abank or securities company. K

Hagiwara-san, 17 years old and a student inthe general studies program, lives in Adachi-ku
(north side of Tokyo, within the city limits) with her parents. She also indicated that she wished to
enter abank or securities company.

Seto-san, |7 years old and a student in the general studies curriculum, lives in Arakawa-ku,
(south of Adachi-ku and east of Kita-ku) with her parents. She indicated that her first chaice was to
continuetoaspecializedschool.

Kamata-san 17 years old and a student in the cooking curriculum, lives in Saitama
Prefecture with her parents. She indicated that she hoped to enter a printing compaay.

Kitgura-san 18 years old and a student in the occupational cuniculum, lives in Saitama
Prefecture with her pareats. She indicated thar she wished to cater a bank or & securities company
upangradustion.

Kurosu-saa, {7 years old and a student in the general studies curriculum, lives in Saitama
Prefecture with her parents. Her first choice was to enter the nursing school artached to St. Luke's
Hospital in Tokyo.

What kiad of job would you liks to obtain?

Yusa-san: I 'want to enter & bank or securities company, but I am especially interested in
securities.

Hagiwara-san: 1 also want to enter a bank or securities company, but I am not so fond of
banks. Only time will tell what job I get.

Seto-san: I haven't reaily thought sbout a job yet. ] am an my way to a specialized school. |
hope to be attending a Specialized schoal that focuses oft business and will spend two years earolled
there. .

Kamatu-san: | have afriend who works for & printing company and that friend has introduced
me. If I passthe company exam I will work at the printing company.

Kitaura-san: [ hope to enter a bank or securities company, but really would rather enter 2
bank.

Kurosu: I would like to eater a4-yesar college and major in nursing.

How will you go about looking for & job?

Yusa-san: [ will look first for the sort of job | can do well. I will then turnin my ideas to my

76

50




teachers andlisten totheir opinions and will also ask my parents. 1will choose the job thar seems best
“ suited for me. Oace selected by the schoal I still have to pass the entrance test. If I passthe test ] will
then work my hardestto be a good employee.

Hagiwara-san: | would like to find a job that is suited for me. I will tell my parents and my
teachers about what I have decided. I will listen to my teachers’ opinions because they have had
experience with finding jobs for smdents. Then I shall make a final decision.

Seto-san: I will establish an outline of jobs that I would like to do. Then I will ask my
parents and teachers about the choices and decide what job I waat todo.

Kamata-san: My major is cooking at this school and I will receive a cooking license when 1
graduate. 1do not waot to get a job that has anything to do with cooking. Ilove cooking at home,
but find no satisfaction in cooking in a work siruation especially when coming home means more
coaking is necessary. 1 have discussed this with my pareats and my teachers. My mother has helped
me find the job at the printing company through her friend. The feeling at the company is very good
and | am happy with the choice.

Kitaurs-san: | will discuss the situgtion with my parents and teachers. | want to eater a
company which is not unfair or unjust.

Kurosu-san: [ don't know how I will find the job I want after graduatica from college. Once
I enter nursing schoal, I want to work at various nursing jobs while I study. If my grades are good, 1
would like to continue to gradusse school and after that perhaps go to nursing school in America.

o_you oftea Placement couns d ers about finding a

job?

Yusa-san: My bomeroom teachier is working with me and I believe she will help me find the
job which is best suited for me. I have also listened to the opinians of other teachers. I know I will be
sl right if I rely on the judgment of my teachers. After listening to all of them, the best chaice can be
made.

Hagiwara-san: Finding and holding a job sre things that will affect my whole future. 1have
asked many different people about what I should do. I have asked my teachers and pareats, of course,
but have also talked to neighbars who are warking at companies | am: interestedin.

Seto-san: | have not talked to my homeroom tescher yet shout finding a job. I have, of
course, talked tothe counselors in charge of matriculation about the schoal I am going to attend.

Kamatsa-san' I will notbe talking to my homeroom teacher about my future job. Imay talk o
one of the home economics teachers about the job, but 1 have not yet decided.

Kitaura-san: I really don't know anything about finc..., 8 job. Iwill ask my teachers and
investigate by lcoking in magazines and special books designed for job seekers. Then Iwill decide

Kurosu-san: I will aatbe talking very much to my teachers. 1 have made the decisionto go
tonursing scaool and have taldthem that I would take the necessary tests.

What kind of special skills ¢ i i1l T ¥

Yusu-san: Every conipany has instatled and is using camputers and word processors. It
would be helpful if we had more training in these two subjects. We already have these machunes in
school but don't'spend much time with them, so it would be good if we could learn more about them.

Hagiwara-san: Work with computers would be helpful. I wouldlike to get to the printthat |

77

Q 81




- could enjoy working with office machines. [ also like to calculate and move my fingers. Iam a
person who likes to challenge herself and would like to learn more specific skillsin all areas.

Seto-san: Of course I would like to learn more about office machines. I don't know what
will be doing as 2 job, but I do know that I would like to learn more foreign language for it would
make me more competitive in the future market place. I used learn English at a culture center in
Tokyo.

Kamata-san: | am eatering a peinting company and have heard that the employees must be
gble to do arithmetic. Iwill be working with very thin pieces of paper and would like to learn how to
handle paper sheetby sheet.

Kitaura-san: Computer study and English study would be belpful wo me.

Kurosu-san: Since I want to go abroad at some peint, I would Like to learn much more
English, especially English conversation. Right now [ am going to a juku to |2arn spoken English.

Is the study of word processing sad computers you do at Sakuragsoks

icieat 1a your opigio

Yusu-san: In the occupational curriculum we get to use word processors and computers, but
we only get to learn a few basics. If I want to learn more about programming or more about the
operation of the word processor, it is aot possible te do thar at this school. I would haveto goto 2
specialized schoal. If I'wantedto dothat, I could.

Hagiwara-san: | am a persan who like to try many different things. It would be wanderful if
it were possible to master everything shout an office machine in the shart time we bave with them. [
don't like 2 random or scattered approach and would rather concentrate an one thing than try to tackie
many.

Seto-san: Computer programming is not part of the general studies curriculum. Ihave played
with the machines and fee! that if ] wanted to learn more, doing it an my own would be the best way.

Kamata-san: Computer programming isnot part of the cooking curriculum. 1 have heard that
computers ere part of Life st ¢ printing company. Even though I have almost a year of high school
study left, | am enrolled in cooking classes and I am not allowed to change my scheduie. If I have
some freetime | would certainly like to study more.

Kitaura-san: At school We only study an outline of machine operation. Office automation is
coming into every office. If I wanted tolearn mote, I could goto a specialized schoal for that training.

Do you thisk Your study at Sakuragaoks 'has aay bearisg oa your further
stady at sursing school? )

Kurosu-san: All my subjects have forme. a good background for me. By just going to high
schoal I will not be able to pass the nursing examination so I am gaing to a juku to study English and
science. We dan't have a high level of science at our school. Iam ignoring most of What we are
doing in school in order to concentrate on study for my entrance exams. I do pay close artention in
English, Ja anese, and science classesbecause those have a relationship to the test I am going totake
Otherwise I do not study what is being taught in high school.

Do you think it wounld have been better to attend a different high school?

Kurosu-san: When [ entered this school I did not think I would be going to colleg> and
thoug lit this school would be just fine. Now I really wish I could chaage to a program that offered
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more scienceand math.
. -Oace you enter a company how will your lives change?

Yusa-san: [ really dant know. Up t'. now I have been a student and have relied on my
teachers for acceprance and induigence of me the way I am. Once I have a job, [ hope to be more
self-reliant.

Hagiwara-san: At graduation this year | wili no langer be a student. Up until this ume |
heven't been able to do anything on my own. If [ make a mistak=, ! have to assume responsibility for
what ] have done.

Seto-san: As | enter society I will become aresponsible person. I'd like to be a person with
anopenpersonality.

Kamata-sau: [ feel my life will not change particularly 1n assuming a job. My time of
returning home will not change, and { haven't really got any idea what else will be different

Kitaura-san: While I was a student I received warnings from my parents and teachers. in
entering society as a Working person, I will no longer receive any such warnings. I will be
responsible for myselr.

Kurosu-san: 1 believe that among the group of people here, I will be the last one to enter
society. Once ] have myqualificariors i would like to usethem tothe fullest.

Do you thiik You wil] settle into yovr aew iobs right away?

Yusa-san: Whea I fi~st eater the companv | won't know exactly what my job is and I will be
trying to learn what is necessxiy. Idon't think i will have & free momear at all. I don't know even
what kind of v-ork I will be deing, so there is no way to predict how long it will take me to settlein. :
hope to settle in as soon as possible.

Hagiwara-san' | assume that I will not settle in for some time. I don't know what company
will enter nor do I know whether I can accustom myself to the working environmen. I am also
worried 48 to whether aor not [ can even pass an ¢r.rance exam so thinking about Settling in seems
raiher far off.

Seto-san: Whether or not I am able to settle in will depend an what kind of job I am given. ]
will not sertle in right away and I suspect I will work at 1~ast ane year before I begintofee! at home in
the aew job.

Kamata-san: What I w.l do in the future has aothing to do with what I am deing now in
schoal. I know nothing sbout the printing bus ness. It will probably rake me a long time before I can
settie in to my new job. :

Kitaura-san: I think ther the feeling of being a Studenr will linger for some time with me. I
will learn what I need to know in orderto do my job and get used to the environment. Afterthat [ will
beginto settlein.

Kurosu-san: [am having t-ouble imagining what I will bz doing in a future job. If I can ger
my qualifications and work in a hospital, then I think I will be able to settle into my work. Many past
students of Sakuragaoka have attended this college and I hope to get their help.

How will you ase the salary you receive?

Yusa-san: T wouid fike to save some of my salory, buy the things I want, sot burden my
parents with my wants and desires, and go on trips with friends.

I,




Hrgiwara-sa.* 1 would like to save, a little at atime, thesalary I receive. 1don't know what i

" will do with the money !2ft over. Up to this time I have anly had pocket money from my parents.

Salary is different fram pocket money, and I have a feeling that in the beginning I won't know what to
dowithit. I may well ask my parexts for advice because I am not a strong-willed person.

Seto-san: Iam the sort of perscn who uses what money I receive, and I would iike to spead
my money an things I want. The rest of the money I would like to save.

Kamata-san' Once Thave got ajob, I will give my perents a certain amount every month. At
bonus time I will give them 10% of my bonus. I wili save most of the remainder, but spend same on
things I want.

What do you think you will be doing in 5 years time when you are 22 or 23
years old? §

Yusu-san: Ihave not been thinking about the distant furure, but only about my immediate
future. ] would hope to be warking and living every day as an individual.

Hagiwars-san: If | enter the kind of job I want, I believe that I will be Working in that
position sll. If I dan't get the kind of job I want and have to setue for something I don't want, I will
be either living anindifferent lifestyle in that company or will havequit entirely. Beyaondthat, Idon't
realiy know. [haven'tthoughtabout the future. Ihave beenthinking about how to Jive a happy life in
theimmediatefoture.

Seto-san: I think thar I will still be daing my job. Iwill also be learning something I want to
fearn. I may want to work toward qualifications in some subject or for a license. The study will not
interfere with my job, but will ba samething Ican do at homein my freetime.

Kamats-san: Once [ getajob I will continue with it evenif ] am married.

Kitaura-san: Ifeel I will have grown accustamed tr my new job and company. Sometimes |
will get away by taking a trip samewhere.

Kurosu-san: 1 will be working hard at being » nurse.
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INTERYIEW WITH 1ZSTUDENTS
AT
T SAKURAGAOKA JOSHI KOOTOO GAKKOO
(SAKURAGAOKA WOMEN'S HIGH SCHOOL)
KITA-KU, TOKYO

I interviewed twelve students, Akanuma-san, Tomii-san, Takano-san, Kaneko-san,
Ooba-san, Sekine-san, K. Takahashi-san, Numano-san, Ando-san, Sato-san, Tanaka-gsan and Y.
Takahashi-san st Sakuragaoka Joshi Kootoo Gakkoo. The imterview with these seniors was
completed after .ompany entrance examinations had beentaken and representsthe reactions of seniors
whoseimmediate futureisdecided.

Aksguma-san 18 years old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in Saitama
Prefecture (northwest of Tokyo and outside of the city limits) with her parents. She wrote that she had
chosen Asshi Office Machines, in Chuo-ku in the heart of the business district as the company she
would enter.

Tomii-sas, 18 years old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in Saitama
Prefecture with her parents. She indicated that she had chosen Subaru Automobile Company in
Bunkyo-ku asthe company she would enter.

Takano-sas 8 years old and ¢ student in the occupational curriculum, iivesin Kica-ku, the
same ward as Sakuragaoka, with her parents. The indicated that she would enter the office of the
manufacturing company Dainichi Polishing Company in Adachi-ku (rorth side of Takyo, within the
citylimits)in April.

Kase.o-gaa 18 years old and student in the occuparians! curriculum, lives in tabashi-ku
(nocthwest of To.yo but still within the city limits) with her parents. She indicated that she would
enter Tachibana Securities Company in Nihonbashi. She didn't know which branch she would be
assignedtoin April.

Oocba-san, 18 yesrs old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives in Saitama
Prefecture with her parents. She wrote that she would enter Nihan Securities Compaay in Nihosbashi
inApdl.

Sekise-sana 18 years old and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives ir Saiar =
Prefecture with her parents. She will begin work at Sanwa Bank whose main office isin Omka She
was not sare which Tokyo branch office she would be warking at in April.

K. Takahashi-san, 18 years ald and a student in the genernl studies curriculum, lives in
Toshima-ku (including Ikebukuro) with her parents. She'will begin working at Fuji Bank whose main
office is in Chiyoda-ru. -She was not sure which branch office she would be working at ia April.

Numaso-san, 18 years ald and & student in the geaerai studies curricuium, lives in
Adachi-ku (narth side of Tokyo, within the city limits) with her parentc. She indicated that she would
begin warking at Nihon Securities Company in Nihonbashi in April.

Ando-sas, 18, :ars old and a studeat in the occupational curriculum, livesin Urawa City,

office isin Urawa, Saitama Prefecture. She was not sure which branch office she would be working
atin April.
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Sato-san, |8 years ald and a student in the occupational curriculum, lives with her familyin

" Ssitama Prefecture. She wrote that she will degin a job at Nihon Trust & Credit Bank whose main

office is in Kudan Kita (central Tokyo). She was not sure which branch office she would be working
atinApril.

Tanska-san (8 years old ...d student in th occupational curriculum, lives in Adachi-ku with
ber parents. In April she will begin a job at Japan Express Trading Campany in Minato-ku (central
Takyo).

Y. Takahazhi-san, {8 years old and 2 student 1n the occupat anal curriculum, lives in
Adachi-ku with her parents. She indicated that she would begin warking at Yamatane Securities
Company in April, bat she was not sure about which branch office. ,

How did you decide on yoer jobs? )

Akanuma-sun: | like to use camputers and wanted to eilter a campany where I could use my
interest. 1looked atthe recruitment cards that cazae 1o the school and chose from among them.

Tomii-san: ] have agreat irterest in rars and wanted to iearn more shout them.

Takano-san: I looked at all the com Maies' offerings in terms of salary and holidays on the
recruitmentcardsand decided onDainichi.

Kaneko-san: From the time I was in middle school I wanted to work in a finance company.
From the variety of finance companies possible, 1 had heard that securities was an expanding field,
and decided that | definitely wanted to work at a securities company. Iiooked at the recruitment cards
that came to the school and chose one of them.

Ooba-san: 1 wanted to enter a securities company and locked at all the pamphlets and
recruitment cardsthat cametothe school to find a company whose goals were compatible with mine.

Sekine-san: From the time i was & first year studeat in middle school (12 years old) I knew
that I wanted to find & job after high school. If I were to work, I wanted to work in a bank. I fooked
al the recruitment cands which came to the school and chose the one I will enter.

K. Takahashi-san: | wanted to work in 2 finance company. 1looked at the recruitment cards
anddecided.

Numano-san: My case is similar tothe others. 1{ooked at the recruitment cards, talked to my
teacherswho had recozueudations and then decided.

Ando-san: From the time I was in saiddle school | knew I wanted to find a job after high
school. 1fooked at the recruitment cards and decided that I wanted to work in abank.

Sato-san: Iﬁnedﬁmceasmyﬁmchaiceonqrdipmedmwusandthenmrmwed my
choice down toabank Italked to my ieachersand gradustes who had jobs already, and I decided

Tanaks-san: 1 {20ked & the recruitment cards and listened to the advice of my teachers and
chose the company I am to work at.

Y. Takahashi-san: 1 wanted to wark in firance and chose securities from among the
possibilities. 1iooked at pamphiets and other materials and decided where { wanted to work.

Before you {inally decided. did you have both a first choice company and 8
seco ice ?

Akanuma-san: | have an interest in office machines. I also have an irterest in how things
work so my second choice was a construction company. I passed the entrance test for my first choice.

&
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- ~Tomii-san: My first chaice was a finance company, but it was impossible to pass thattest. [
will enter mysec. _Jchaice, Subaru Automobile Company.

Takano-san: My first, secand and third chaices Were constructian companies. It seemed that
1 was not suited for construction companies and gave up the idea of trying to enter one.

Kaneko-san: | had three choices, but failed at the entranc2 examsto the first two. I'will join
Tachibana Securities this April and am very happy about the choice.

Ooba-san: Even though I tuened in some other choices be< . securities, my first choice
was Niuon Securities. I am happy that I will be ableto jointhem.

Sekine-san: [ think that I was lucky. I was able to enter my first choice compzay, Sanwa
Baak.

¥. Takahashi-san [ turned in & aumber of choices. Most of them had something to do with
finance. | wasable toenter my first chaice, Fuji Bank, and I am very happy.

Numano-san: | thought entering & securities company would be the best choice and [ would
behappiest. In April I will join Nihon Securities Company.

Ando-san: I banded in the nume of a number of banks which were my choices. I am happy
that I was able to enter my first chaice, Saitama Bank

Sato-san: My first choice was & different kind of company. My second choice was the bank
succeeded at entering. Since Nihon Trust & Credit Bank is well kaown, I am pleased.

Tanaka-san: | had a first second and third choice. | was chosen to take the test at my first
choice. Ifailedthe emrance exam, but succeeded at the second exam for Japan Exjress.

Y. Takahashi-san' My first choice was a bank, but I did not pass the entrance exam. My
second choice was Yamstane and now [fee! that happy that  decided on 2 securi-~s company.

Did you use the i ? u di what purpose? What kind
of ials did you i cmploymest?

Akanuma-san: I onlv went to the ccunseling room to read pamphiets and look at recruitment
cards. -

Tomii-san: 1onlywenttothe counseling room to look at recruitment cards.

Takano-san: | went toread pamphiets and look at recruitment cards.

Kaneko: 1 went to lock at recriitment cards and pamphlets in the counseling room.

Ooba-san: 1looked at pamphlets and recruitment cards in the counseling room.

Sekine-san: I looked at pumphlets and recrmtopent cards. When I knew which company's
test I was going to take, I went to the counseling room to read the information booklet wrirten by
graduates of Sakuragaoka who now work at Sanwa baiik. Iused the information Writtea about what
kinds of questions would be an the entrance test and about what kinds of questions would be asked in
theinterview forreference.

K. Takshashi-san: ! aiso looked at pamphlets and recruitment cards and read the booklet
writien by graduates of S ikuragaoka who now work at Fuji Bank.

Numano-san: 1did the same kinds of things. Ilooked at pamphiets and recruitment cards and
the booklcts written by graduates, especially at what kind of questions would be asked onthe exam.
Ando-san: Ionly came to the counseling office to look at pamphlets and recruitment cards
Sau( -san: 1looked atrecruitment cards.
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Tanaka-san: [ looked al pamphlets and recruitment cards and read the prepared booklet
. conraining sampleexam questions and comments onthe companies | wasinterested in.

Y. Takahashi-san: I am a volunteer worker in the counseling office so | am aiways bandling
pamphiets and recruitment cards. For myseif, I looked at the pamphlets and recruitment cards | was
mostinterestedin.

Whea did you first start using the counseling room to find out information?

Akanuma-san' Fram May of my senior year.

Tamii-san: From May of my senior year.

Kaneko-san: from August of my senior year.

Ocba-san: From July of my semior year.

Sekine-san: From July of my senior year.

K. Takahashi-san: From August of my senior year.

Numano-saa: From August of my senior year.

Ando-san: | don't really remember, but I think fram July of my senior year.

Sato-san: From July of my senior year. .

Tanska-san’ | don'trea'ly remember, but I think fram July of my senior year.

Y. Takahashi-san: From July of my senior year.

Di fiil out to getting 8 job and hand them in to your
counselors?

Akamuma-san: | filled out a page listing my basic statistics about where I lived, where |
wanted to work, and what kind of work [ wanted to do 07 my special skills and interests. Then |
campleted a list of my choice of companies fram first 13 third and irote a paragraph justifying the
choice.

Tomii-san: The sume.

Takauo-san: . aesame.

Kaneko-san: The same.

Ooba-san: The same.

Sekine-san: The same.

K. Takahashi-san: The same.

Numano-san: The same.

Ando-san: Thesame.

Sato-san: The same.

Tanaka-san: The same. *

Y. Takshachi.san: The same.

id you often talk to your counselors about fiading a job? When did you
start talking tothem?

Akanuma-san: | didn't tsik to them very often. I first started a discussion about jobs around
the time of summer vecation in August.

Tomii-san: Jofteatalked to my teachersbeginning about July.

Takang-san: ] talked to my teacher, Mr. Yamanaka, who originaily told me about the job I
presently have bur 1 did nottalk to any of the actual counselors very muchatall Mr. Yamanakahada
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sncentlastyenrwho also earered Dainichi.

Kaneko san: 1 didn't alk to Mr. Nirei (the head counselor, intervie # appears on previous

pages) very much at all. Italked to my homeroom teacher to some extent beginning about the end of
July.

Ooba-san: I didn't do much talking to my teachers. During summer vacation I did have a
chance totalk abit withthem.

Sekine-san: Ididn't do much talking, but did a bit around the beginning of summer vacation.

K. Takahashi-san: 1didn't dotalking assuch, but 1 did have Mr. Nirei do a practice interview
withme. 1begantalking to my teachers about getting a job in July.

Numsno-san:  When the new schoal yesr started [ really dida't have any idea about what !
was gaing to do after | graduated. Ispenta lot of time taiking to my homeroom teacher and she told
me what she thought would be a good job for me. The counselors dan't have much time and are very
busy so I dida't really have a chance totalk to them.

Ando-san: ] taiked often to my teachers around the tim= of summer vacation and discussed
howto perform in aninterview.

Sato-san: My homeroam teacher was very helpful to me in informal discussions about what
kind of job I should obtain. We started talking together around the time of summer vacation. Withthe
counselors | practicedfor the companyinterview andtalked sbout the contents of the examination.

Tanaka-san: My homeruom teacher was easier to talk to and more readily acceseible so I
talked aftento him from sround thetime of summer vacation.

Y. Takahashi-san: For the most part | only talked to my homeroom teacher. I fgiled one
exam and efter that | had a much longer to/% with my teacher and decided what I was gaing to do next.

What kiad of advice did your homeroom teachers, couaselors or others give
you?

Akanums-san: My teacherstold me that they hadn't heard from me. [didn't ask sol didn't
getanyadvice.

Tomii-san: My teacher looked at my grades and told me whether or not I had & chance of
entering acertaincompany.

Takano-san: Many Sakuragsoka graduates now Work at Daigichi. They told me about the
feeling of the company, the interview and shout the content of the test. Since the test had 10 parts it
was important to know about it ahead of time.

Kanezo-san: Myteachertald metotalk to gmdun.es who worked at Tachibana. Theytold me
about the entrancetestand the interview.

Oocba-san: I didn't really ask advice of my teachers, but they helped me with mock
interviews. Oncelhad decided onan entrance exam, I tal¥ed 1o Sakuragaoka graduates now working
Nihon Securities about the content of the interview and how long it wouldbe.

Sekine-san: I didn't get any special agvice. My teachers did ask me where I was going tc sy
and when [ tolc them, they gave me some company pamphlets and booklets prepared by graduates so |
could study for the entrance exam.

K. Takahashi-san: At first I dida't know if I should try for a general office job or a finance
job. Myteachers asked me questions that helped me decide.
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- - -- ~Numano-san: Once I had decided wtich exam | would try, my teachers helped me with
advice about opening and closing doors, how to take exams and how not to fook perplexed.

Ando-san: [ didn't really get much advice, but I did talk with my teachers about interviews,
down to the smallest detail. They alsotold me about living a proper life as a way to help get a job.

Sato-san: My teachers talked to me about interviews and behavior betore my exams. Italked
to one graduate who now wWorks at the bank. She is a good friend and offered me advice.

Tanaka-san: | wasn't sure whether to iry general office work or a finance company. [ talked
to my teacherand decided to choose g~neral office work. 1 aisoreceived advice about the interview.

Y. Takahashi-san: I had many sections on my entraace tes but was offered good advice by
myteachersabouttheinterview. '

id you warsj our ers or counselors?

Akanuma-san: Since | didn't talk to myteachers st all, I got no warnings. They did tell me to
watch my use of language.

Tomii-san: Theytold methat during the interview I should reply promptly and briskly.

Takano-san: Iwastoldto watch my language and be very carcful of how I made greetings.

They alsotald meto be careful about my hair and clothes.
'Kaneko-san: Theytold me to answer promptly during theintervie:  They also told meto be
careful of how. I mede greetings.

Oobs-san: Thingsthat come to mind are greetings and use of lasguage. They encouraged me
to reply briskly during the inter . . w when I was asked aquestion.

Sekine-san. |was warned about use of langusge and to exiibit positive interest duricg the
interview. They also advised me to be the first persan with her hand up to ask questions during the
question-answer section of the interview. 1wastoask myquestion loudly and clearly.

K. Takabashi-san: I was warned sbout use of language and to reply smartly during the
interview. They aiso toid me ¢~ make sure my clothes were not rumpled.

Numano-san: I have 2 habit of thinking out foud and as [ do I say, "eeto" (Japanese pcuse
mechanism like our "well"). My teacher told me to think first to myself and try to stop saying “eeto”
soanyumes.

Ando-san: Mostly my teachers talked to me about tow to perform well at the interview |
was told to reply briskly and to make & good impression on the interviewers by showing interest.

Sato-san: I practiced the interview section manytimes over With my teachers. I was warned
sbot my bebavior. Especially because my voice is very fow, I was taid to try to speak up curing the
interview. ’

Tanaka-san: [ wastald to be careful of my use of Jreetings and general uze of language. I
am the type of person who gets nervous easily and so my teachers tald me to relax duriog the
interview and speak upcles-y. '

Y. Takahashi-san: My parents especially helped me practice forthe company interview mary
times. I let all this practice pile up inside me so that [ would not be nervous When I got to the real
interview. :

Did you talk to your parents about the process of finding 2 job? Whai did
you talk about with them ?
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Akanuma-san: | did talk to my parents about jobs, but since I was going to find 2 job at 2
- company | wanted to enter, I didn't talk about the specific place. They said that I should not try to
enter @ finance campany but should try my hardest wherever | decided.

Tomii-san: ¥ did talk to my parents about jobs and they agreed with my chaice. Theytold me
to try my hardest.

Takano-san' 1didn't do any special talking to my parents. Itold them where I was trying for
and thay didn't seem to especia'ly oppose the chaice. Rather they said wherever I chose, I shou!d ry
mybest tosucceed. Otherthant at we didn't talk.

Kaneko-san- ] spent most of my time talking to my father. At first I conldn't decide whether
to try to enter a bank or a securities company and my father was agaiast me trying for a banx. [ also
hadthe feeling that the securities companieswould be expanding and so chose securities. ‘

Ooba-san: | wasn't sure whether to choose general office work or a bank [ asked my
pareats about the chaice, but in the end did what I felt wasbest. I didn't talk much to them.

Sekine-sen: From the beginning I told them [ wanted to enter Ibank What I talked to my
parents shout was which bank I had chosen and they were not particularly opposed to the chaice. 1
asked about other banks, too, and after | asked, my mother did go to the trouble of finding out
information shoutthem. Shetold me sbout company conditions, the salaries, and the working hours.
She helped me very much.

K. Takahashi-san: Itaiked alot tomy mother. Inthe end she said to me that the choice of job
was mine and that I should think carefully. Iread company pamphiets and decided.

Numano-san: [ didn't do any special taiking to my parents. I decided for myself and when
the Aecision had been made i w0id my purenis the cantent of what I was gaing to do. They withed me
luck and told me to persevere.

Aado-san: | didn't reelly taik to them. They told me to choose the place where I thought 1
could work my havdest and do my hest. | did the rest of the deciding for myself.

Sato-san: My parents didn't especially tell me where to choose. When I told them where
bad choses they replied that I zhould do my bess to succeed at what | wanted.

Tanaks-san: [ talked to my parents first about whether I should choose a general office
campany or afinance company. When I decide that I would try to enter a general office firm, my
purents said nothing in particuler against mydecision.

Y. Takahashi-san: I didn't have special discussions with them. They did tell me to choose a
job where I'would feel comfortable and tory mybest. ,

Did you visit your compasy? Whea?

Akanums ssn: | didn't visit my ccmpany.

Tomii-san: After | knew which entrance exam | was going to take, I visited the company
twice induring sur mer vacation. I metthepersonnef director.

Takano-san: When I knew what company i was going to try for, ] visited during
September. ! went to see the personael officer and Was guided arovnd the company

Kaneko-san: Once the company I was to try for was decided, | went on 5 August and was
givenatour of tfie whole company.

Ocba-san: At the beginning 1 found out where the company was located and set up an
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_appointm.nt {0 see it With another friend around the middle of July. Tome the visit seemed bothlikea
tour and atest. | heard much about the campany from the persannel in the office.

Sekine-san: When the company I was to Uy had been decided at school, I weat for a visit
around the beginning of July. I found that about 10 other students had been invited along with me
We were shown the inside of the building and were shown a video about one day's flow of work
through the bank. I was also asked some simple questions by a member of persennel.

K. Takahashi-san: At the end of July I was asked to came to the traiging center. Isawa
company video about the bank's work and history. After that I had a face to face interview with 2
member of personnel.

Numano-san: I didn't go for a visit to the company. During the interview section of the
entrance exam [ heard a general explanation of the warkings of the campany. i

Ando-san: | went to see the omside of the company's building in June. During summer
vacation I visited the bank for one day with 4 other people who had also been asked to come. [ weat
to the main office and business section. At the mein office | had an interview with a member of the
persannel department. In the business section | was shown the foreign exchange and customer service
sections. What | saw and what | had imagined as the warkings of a bank were very different. I was
especially impressed by its size and the mood I dec ded I want to work there and would try hard (0
achievemygoal.

Sato-san:  When it was decided which campany [ would try to enter, | went for a visit.
However, the visit turned out to be more of & test, inclading a persanal interview. Inever did see the
inside of the bank.

Tanaks-san: I didn't succeed in pessing the entrance exam until the end of January so there
wasn't any time to pay a visitto the compaay.

Y. Takahashi-san: I wenr an my owa to find out just where the campary was located. Later,
1 set up an appointment and toured the inside of the entire building.

Did you study for the eatrasce exam?

Akasuma-san: The test was an interview and IQ test so I dida't have any special studying to
do. -

Tomii-san: I practiced general knowledge exams every day arthe school. Iaiso practiced for
tieinterview.

Takano-san: I didn't do any special studying for the satrance exam.

Kaneko-saa: For the general knowledge test I Bad I book I srudied. 1 did Likewise foc the
interview. There was a book about the finance world in general whica I bought and read for
reference. Ifound it very helpful.

Ooba-san: | practiced for the interview and read company pamphlets to help me ot the exam.
1 wasn't asked much about the campany so the study was aot particularly useful but I believe the study
will help me later when I begin working .

Sekine-san: [ practiced for the IQ test at home with & book. At school I did 10 particular
studying for the entrance exam. I did read a book about Saawa Bank as a matter of reference and I
feelit helped me with the exam.

K. Takakashi-san: 1 practiced for Japaneselanguage, mathematicsand English secuons cf the
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entrance exam and for the interview. 1 read a book about the history of the company which I had
bought.

Numano-san: I bought some books for myself. Mj; homeroom teacher also had a lot of
books and I barrowed and read them. [ read company pamphleds to try to get an overview of the kind
of work a securities company did. Even though I had studied, no questions were asked about Nihon
Securities so in the end the study was not necessary.

Ando-san: There were 00 special knowledge sections an my exam so [ dida't have to study
for that. I did practice for the inrerview section and spent most of my time concentrating on what's
and how's of answering questions. [ knew that there would be an IQ test so at schoo! when I had
time I did practiceQ tesistoget ready. Ifelt all the study was worth mytime.

Sato-san: | practiced for the interview with my homeroom teacher. I knew that there would
be an 1Q test so everyday at school I practiced with mock IQ tests. I wasn't sure whethzr or not there
would be & general knowledge test on the exam, so during summer vacation I beught a book to help
me. | didn't have a chance toread the boak and touk the written exam without peior preparation.

Tanaks-san: 1 bought & book about inzerviewing. My teacher helped me practice for the
interview and read over the compositions I attempted to write. For the IQ section of the test I took
mock examshere atthe schoal. All the preparation helped me arthereal exam.

Y. Takahashi-tan' 1 am not very good at teking IQ exams. My teacher ardertd me to buy a
variety of books shout IQ tests and I bought 4 volumes. At the actual exam I hadto take a personality
inventory and not an IQ test soin the end my study was inappropriate.

How magy catrasce cxams did you take?

Akaumas-sen' only had totake one entrance exam.

Tomii-san: Ionly had totake one entrance exam.

Takano-san: Ittook three entrance exams before 1 passed one.

Kaneko-san: lonlybad totake ane entrance exam.

Ooba-san: I culy bad to take one entrance exam.

Sekine-san: 1only had totake one entrance exam.

K. Takahashi-san: {only hadto take one entrance exam.

Numano-san- [ only had to take one entrunce exam.

Ando-san: J caly had totake are entrance exam.

Sato-san: 1 anly had 1o take one entrance exam.

Tanska-san: lonly had totake one ecirance exam.

Y. Takehashi-san: Ittook two extrance eyams before passed one.

What was the conteat of your entrance ezam?

Akanums-san: I had only an interview aad IQ test. Nzither was diffi« alt; in fact, both were
quite a lot of fun.

Tomii-san: My test was an interview and general knowledge rest. Both were very difficult
forme.

Takanoisan: My test consisted of general knowledge, an interview, a medical, and a test
consisting of Japanese lenguage, mathemaucs, science, social studies, Englisa, and abacus. The
hardest part was the Englishtest.
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Kaneko-san: The test at my company was general knowledge including sections on Japanese
. language, mathematics, science and social studies, 2 medical, a camposition and an interview. The

content was not so difficult because I had practiced beforehand. The interview was conducted with 5
stadents and 2 jowerviewers. I was asked only 10 answer one question, and the eriire session lasted
only 5 mine-es. The general knowledge test took 50 minutes, butthe medical is still to be taken.

Ooba-san: Ihad aninterview and & medical. That wasall. Because the anly real test was an
interview, I became very servous. There were 3 interviewers and oaly me and I felt as if questions
were comirg from all directions. The interview lasted 2bout20 minutes.

Sekine-san' The wrientest was Japanese language, mathematics, social studiesand English.
After thar ] had a medical and an interview. The interview wasa group interview, with 5 students and
two2 interviewers and lasted 50 minutes. During the interview I remembered toraise my band and be
first to ask s question. k

K. Takahashi-san: My written test was Japanese language, mathematics, and English and
lasted ane hour. Later I was given an IQ test of 3 hours which seemed very long. The interview was
with2 interviewers and me.

Namano-san: The interview test consisted of three interviewers from the campany and me.

and lasted 1 hour. Ifound it difficult. The IQ test was only 30 minutes. After that I was given a
medical exam and it seemed to me that the medicals were given anly to those who were the most like'v
candidates.

Ando-san: [ was given amedical, an IQtest, and an interview. On the first day the interview
consisted of one intervicwer and 4 students and lasted for 20 minutes. The IQ test lasted haif 8 day
and was the most difficult part of the testing. On the second day the medical exam lasted all afternoon.

Sato-san: | had a personality inventory, an IQ test, & composition, 2 medical and & wrilien
exam consisting of English, mathematics, and Japanese language. The interview inciude4 3 people
from the company and me and lasted about 10 minutcs. The composition was the most difficult part of
the exam because the topic 1 had to write on was, "My Favorits Season.” Sakuragacka graduates now
in the company had told me about what was likely to be the composition topic. 1had practiced and
was very reidyfor, "Life as 8 Member of Society” wit.ch had been the topic for the two years before.
When I saw the differenttitle I panicked and had to compose myseif.

Tanaka-san: Iathe morning I began with an IQ test. In the afteracon was the medical exam
and the interview. The interview consisted of me with 3 company people. The interview of 30
misutes was the most difficult part of the exam.

Y. Takahashi-san: The entrance exam was's composition, an interview, an 1Q test,
personality inventory, agenerai knowledge exam and a medical. It lasted from 9:30in the morning to
5:00inthe eveaing. Everything was difficult. The composition was expected tobe writtenin between
the interviews. It was very difficult to conceatrate on the topic, "Speaking About Me. "

w jobs? Will there be o i uwd?

Akagama-san: The training sessions will begin on 31 March, hut I will actually start going to
the company everyday from 25 March.

Tomii-san: Ithink there will he some kind of training at the end of March, but tkat is not yet
cleer. The first formal day of work is 1 April.
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Takano-san: The first day of training is 1 April.

Kaneko-san: [ don't exactly kncw what branch I will be working at. The traning period has
not been set, but work formally begins on 1 April.

Ooha-san: In March I will have to go to the compeny severa! times for the physical and other
tasks. Work actually beginson 1 April.

Sekine-san: Training will begin at the end of March. The entrance ceremonies will be held on
1 April. Atthattime will iearnwhat branch Iwill be seatto.

K. Takahashi-san: | must take a medical exam in the middle of March. Work begins on !
April.

Numano-san: I don't know any evact details, but sometime around the middle or ead of
March we will start training. Work actually beginson 1 April.

Ando-san: [ don't know any details about work, except that it should begin ca 1 April and
before that there should betraining.

Sato-san: Training will be held for 4 daysin March. The entrance ceremanies will be held on
1 April.

Tanaka-san: [ think there will be training but have received no Word about the dates. The
com=~aqay entrance ceremoniesill beon 1 April.

Y. Tukahashi-san: Training will be from 25 1029 idarch. The last 3 days will be spent at the
company traiting center in Fuji-City (Shizcoka Prefecture). We will stay there and then refurn to
Tokyo to begin work on 1 April.

How do_ i j are ab in?

Akanuria-san: The number of days we are expected to came to school has already been
reduced to a minimum. Ina way I am happy because school is over, but very soon I will have to be
working every day and | am feeling nneasy. My feelings are complicated.

Tomii-san: Until this point I have gone back and forth to schoo! every day. From now on I
will be going to work on my own and [ fee! uneasy.

Takano-san: Around the time of summer vacation of my senior year I felt I wanted to
graduate as fast as possible and start working. Now as | am ane step away from becoming a full
member of society, I wonder how I will be existing a1 work everyday. [ am uneasy.

Kaneko-san: Until this paint [ was 2 member of a cless and therefore of a group. I assumed
respoasibility for everything as @ part of the larger group. As a member of society, I will be
responsible for myself and my actions. If I make a mi{t.nké I will have to take the blame and ts
makes me uneasy. Yet[look forward in sther waysto assuming my role in society.

Ocba-san: [ have beento visit the company many times during summer vac~ion and enjoyed
the good spirit there. Now I want to eater that world of good spint and stert Working with toral
devotion for my company.

Sekine-san: ! sense that I will be entering the larger society of Japan in April. want totake
my awareness to my company and settle in as soon as possible.

K. Takahashi-san: Before I passed the eatrance exam all I could think abour was how 1
wanted to leave'school and start to work. Once entrance to a company was decided I started thinking
about the responsibilities 1 was about to bear. Even though I had assumed much respoasibulity as a
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student, I see how much more I will assume after schoo! fimishes and I am uneasy

_ _Namano-san: [ will become a full member of society. I want to work with all effort for my
company and I am expectant of what will happen in the furure. At the same time ! wonder «f I am
capable of doing the work required of me. I often write lerters to graduates of Sakuragaoka who were
in the same club some yea:s before and explain my feelings. They reply by letter that they also had the
same kinds of feelings, and I ha e realized that [ am not the only person to experience these things.

Ando-san: From now on I will be working and that thought makes me uneasy. When Ithink
about the fact that student life is coming to an end, then a job doesn't seem like such agoodidea The
feelings of indulgence I had from my teachers will be no longer. However, I know that having a job
is something I want very much and [ am ready to try my best.

Sato-san: 1am a person who up to now has been a student but after April I will become a full
member of a society which is vertical in stracture. 1 mus be careful of my behavior and use of
language and this will be difficult for me. I don’t think anyone will allow me to make mistakes and
that makes me uneasy, but I will try my best.

Tanaka-san: As the days I go to school get decrease, the da.e of eauy into the company
becomes nearer. The world I will be entering is populated by people old=r than myself and from now
on I must pay careful attention to my use of worvs and to etiquette. I am worried whether or not I will
be able to do the work requested of me.

Y. Takahashi-san: I once delieved that once I finished school I would not have tothink about
studying atall The secrident of the company has aiready told ustha: in May tiere is a national test I
mustraxe, and [have ealizeo that my studying has just begun. Needless tosay, I am uneasy.

Whas exactly will you be doing at ycur company? What will be the coacent of
your job? Do you feel it will harmonize with your persoaality?

Akanuma-san: [ will go to other comnanies and process all their invcices, bills and receipts
by computer. Ilike touse machines and feei thar I will enjoy the work I will be doirg.

Tomii-sen: Iwill be doing general office work and assisi in the sales and upkeep of cars. My
teachers have tald me any sumber of times thar I will suited for this kind of job and Ifeel the same.

Takano-san: My new job will be that of sn essistant to help visiting professors do their
vesearch. Up 1o this point have followed the occupational curriculum at the school. The new job
involves working with industry and I really dan't know how I will like it.

Kaneko-san: The company I will be working au is a company which assists other securities
companies. I will be doing office work, but I don't kncw exactly what. Iam a person who likes 1o
work briskly and will probably enjoy the vigor with Whigh business is done. My teachers have also
told me and ] believe that I am fit for the work I am sbout tobegin.

Ooba-san: 1 have beea told by a person in the company that I will be working 1n the
preparation or in the purchase section of Nihon Securities Company. I like office work and fee! the
choiceis gond.

Sekine-san: When I had arecent interview at the compary I Was tald that those Workers who
were good at English had a chance of being wransferred overseas or of working in Osaka, but har since
my English was not very good, I would have to be content with office work. I like general office
work and will bé inthe #3 office section. Iwill work with customers or with iaternal affaurs.
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K. Takahashi-san: I'will be working at Fuji Bank and recently recerved a survey form asking
me to choose customer service, internal affairs or word proc ssing as the job [ would like to do I
chose internal affairs beceuse I think it would suit me more than customer service.

Numano-san: | baven't exactiy been told what my work will be, but [ bave a feeling that I
will be working with calculation or bookkeeping at Nihon Securities Company. a company that
handlesthe securities of {arge manufacturers. I like these subjects at school and feel | will like them 1n
theoffice.

Ando-san: ] don't know the exact content of my work at Saitama Bank I will be doing
customer service, computer input or general office work. Idon't where  will be assigned and have no
personal preference. [ will try to do my best at whatever [ am assignedto do.

Sato-san: Niton Trust and Credit Bank deals in publishing yearly financial figures. |
received 2 survey from them asking what I wanted to do and ] indicated that | wanted either customer
service or general office work. After that | had an interview with a company official who vsed both
the results of the survey and the persanality inventary | had taken to try to determine what [ would be
best ax doing. Iwill be happy with whatever is decided for me and will try mybest at whatever job.

Tanaka-san: [believe I will be doing office work and dealing with insurance at Japan Express
Trading Company. Office work is what I had requested fram the beginning so I think the choice is
geod.

Y. Takahashi-san' I don't know details but | believe I will be doing general office work at
Yamatane Securities Company. Ithink sales or processing of securitiesis work well-suited for me.

What do You aeed to be aware of once you start your jobs?

Akanuma-san: | will be doing work with machines and expect to be reprimanded for my
slowness.

Tomii-san: The office is basically women and I expect at least for a while o be the target of
their conversation. I expecttobe reprimandedformy behavier and etiquette

Takano-san: Not many women are in this company, so I wan't be disciplined by them, but I
will have to mind my manners. Itis abusy campany and I must do my work efficiently or I Won'tbe
able to keepup.

Kaneko-san: My company is mostly men, and the women of the company have to be very
careful of their behaviorin frant of them. When the women of the campany do gather, | am afrasd that
I'will be picked on as the youngest among them. )

Ooba-san: Everything I do at the company willbe new 30 [ expect to be told and corrected
about many things.

Sekine-san: There will be many things to lear at my job. I will be ailowed to ask for
assistance once, but ) am afraid that I vill ask too many times and incur anger.

K. Takahashi-san: The job will be difficult and I expect to make mistakes, but I must be
careful notto make the same mistaketwice.

Nurnano-san: I will make lots of mistakes inthe beginning After that [ will uy not to make
the same mistake because if I do, my superiors will get angry atme. Iam trying to keep an open mind
and hope that | l;rogrcss

Ando-san: 1ezpectto have lots things [ don't understand [ hope to learn all ] have to learn
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after being told only once
Sato-san: I want to learn what | have been taught and not have to be told again I will also

have to be aware of my use of language and euquette because n0 ane Wil tell me what [ am supposed
10 say--I am expected to know already how to be polite.

Tanaka-san: At first I will not know how to do my work and expect to be late in fimshing my
job. Texpect to be reprimanded often. Language aad etiquete will be problems for me and I may be
told what not to say.

Y. Takahashi-san: I am sure that I will be reprimanded for many small things I hope that
once I have heard something I will remember it and ne- haveto betold again.

What kiad of special skills do you think you will need to work at your
company? Are these skills you learaed at Sakuragaoka?

Akanuma-san: The content of the work will be much the same as what I have learned 1n
school.

Tomii-san: Since the work is office work, I will need to be abje to use the abacus which [
have studied here in school.

Takano-san: I think my study of the abacus and word processors will be useful in my wark.
Beyand that I don't kncw what Kind of special skills I will need.

Kaneko-san: I think thar my shacus training will come in handy at work. As for other skills,
Ibelieve I will have to learn them at work fram my superiors.

Ocba-san: Ifeel I will use the abacus and word processor training at wark, but I also feel that
there are many skills to be learned ance I start.

Sekine-san: I will be using my abacus training at work.

K. Takahashi-san: I feel the study of abacus and word processor will be helpful.

Numano-san: I will probably be able to use my abacus and word processor training. At wark
I will learn other skills from my superiors.

Ando-san: Ithink the ahacus Will be the most useful. If I do use a computer at work, Iam
most certain that it will be different from the ones we have used at schoal so I will need to learn at
work, buz with a little effort I should be ableto.

Sato-san' The most useful skills from school will be abacus and word processing Once [
start working [ will be taught what I need to know. Because I have had some training at Sakuragaoka
with office machines, I should be able to appiy that knowledge to the new situation.

Tanaka-san: I suspect that I will have (o use my“knéwledge of the abacus, word processor
and computer at my new job because I was asked about these things at the interview. Other things wall
have to be taughr to me once I enter the company and I will rely on the teachung of my superiors.

Y. Takahashi-san: I suppose I will be taught many things ar wo.k, but I will bring with me
the skills of abacus and word processing that I have learned here.

How will Your lives ckange when you get jobs?

Akanuma-san: Time for me to stare off in space will be eliminared Otherwise, I don't think
my life will change very much.

Tomii-s#n: Up to now | have relied on my parents for everythung, but now I weuld like to be

moreindependent.
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Takano-san: Up to now I got to schoal in 30 minutes me. In my job I will have a long
" commute of an hour so I will have to getup early.

Kaneko-san: The major difference berween school life and company life 1s the receiving of a
salary. [ must assume responsibility for myself and not rely so much an my perents.

Ooba-san: When I start in my new company [ will be surrounded by people who are older
than me 5o [ must pay artenrion to the way I speak. Up to now I was in the company of fnends and
didn't have to use polite language. Ifeel the very basics of my life will change as  make the transiuon
tocampanylife.

Sekine-san: Going to school Was easy--I got up in the morning, ate breakfast and took my
place in class. Now I will be a member of society I waat to do my job and do it Well. The narure of
persanal relations will change as will my own psychology. \

K. Takabashi-san: I was able to Live a refaxed school life, but ar work time will become
important and there will be no chance to waste time.

Numano-san: As | step into the world my own psychalogy will change. 1will also be able to
be independent from my parenis in terms of financial needs. Iwill become mare adultin my thinking.

Ando-san: I will be different fram & stodent, everything will be new and my life will change
intime. Iwill receive 2 salary and be responsible for myself and my actions.

Saro-san: Up to 00w [ have been a scudent and was able to refax both in and out af class
Once [ become a member of society, there will be many things thai I don't know how to haadle.
Everyday will be filled with nervousness. In personal affairs I must be careful of my language and
with whom I associate.

. Tanska wa: Once I have started to work, everything will be new, personal relations will
changeradically and [ will also change.

Y. Takahashi-san: During schoal days whenever | wanted to make time for something, I
could. When ] become a member of society, much of my free time will disappear.

How losg do you thiak it will take you to settie in to your job?

Akeuma-san: We will be trained from the beginning to do our jobs, so I think it will take
shout 3 months to settle in.

Tomii-san: Ithink it will take me about 6 months tosettlein

Takano-san: Company training occurs from April to September. As soon as I fimish that
perioc I feel I will be settled. . '

Kaneko-san: I feel it will take me abowt 6 manths to sentlein.

Ooba-san: Probably it will take me 6 months or more to settlein.

Sekine-san: It will take me from 6 monthsto ayearto settle in

K. Takahashi-san: It will take me 6 months to setle in.

Numano-san: It willtake me 6 monthsto settlein.

Ando-san: It wili take me 6 months or more to settle in.

Sato-san: [ think it will take me 6 months to sertle in, but ] will ury my hardest to adjust
swifly.

Tanaka-san: It will take 6 months to settie in.

Y. Takahashi-san' It will take 6 monthsto sette in.
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What will you do with the salary you receive?
_Akanuma-san: [ will save some of my money and will spend the rest on meetng frends and

" buying the clothes | Want.

Tomii-san: Idon't know what I will do with the money I will recerve. [ would Like to give
some to my parents.

Takano-san: I will give some of my money to my parents, save some and use the rest for
living.

Kaneko-san: I'will give same to my parents, save some, buy clothes, and spend on meeung
friends

Ooba-san: [ wi'l save most of my money. I will spend the rest on things I want.

Sekine-san: [ will give same maney to my parents, spend some on meeting friends and save.

K. Takahash-san' [ will give some maney to my parents, and use the rest for savings or an
meetingfriends.

Numano-san: I had intended to give all of my first salary to my parenrs. Idon'tquite know 1f
I'will do asIplanned. Afterthat I hope to save and spend maney an buying clothes.

Ando-san: [ will give same maney to my parents. Up to now [ have been a studer with
friends but as I enter & company I must be prepared to use some of my money to spead time with
companyfriends.

Sato-san: [ will give some of my money to my parents. I like to travel, so I will save my
maney. '

Tanaka-san' [ will give some money to my parents, save and buy what [ want.

Y. Takahashi-san' [ will divide my maney in three parts. The first part [ will save, the next
part I will give tomy parents and the third part will be my pocket maney.

How mwch will your initial salary come to? Will you get a bosus? At what

Akanuma-san: I will receive ¥100,000 per month with a banus which will depead on my
efficiency and so I will work hard. Idan't know what salary increases will be like.

Tomii-san: Iwill receive ¥100,000 per month with a banus that starts out small but increases
significantly alter three years of wark. I don't know anything about salary increases.

Takano-san: In April I will begin at about ¥130,000 per month with a first year bostus of 3.7
months of salary. After the first year the banus will increase to 6.5 months of salary per year. [oaly
know figures about salary increases because I checked with a graduate who works at Dainichi. Her
salary increased ¥14,000 between the first and second years of work.

Kaneko-san: I will receive i hand about ¥100,00 per month and my bonus will be very low
the first year. After | became a full-fledged member of the company staff I will receive 6 months of
salary peryear. I Xnow nothing about the salary i icreases.

Ooba-san: My salary will be just under ¥100,000 per month The boaus wall be small the
ficst year, 3.2 months, but increase to 6.2 months after the second year. Salary increases are 10t
known.

Sekine-san: My salary will be about ¥100,000 ner month. The first year bonus will te very
small. After ] become a full-fledged company employee I will recetve mure bonus every year unul |
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level off at about my 7th year of work. The salary increases will get bigger every year I work, but

- start'at about ¥800.

K. Takahashi-san' My salary wiil be about ¥100,000 per month On the recruitment card it
said that bonuses were 6 manths. I don't know how much my salary will increase per year.

Numano-san: If Ilooked it up, I could tell you but I assume that it 15 about as much as my
classmaies will receive, about ¥100,000 per month. The first year bonus will be 2.2 months  After]
have worked for some years the banus should increase to hetween 5 and 6 months of salary per year. I
don't know anything about salary increases.

Ando-san: ] will be receiving just under ¥100,000 per month. The first year my bonus wil!
be small, gradually increasing after that. 1 know nothing about salary incresses.

Sato-san: My salery will be just under ¥100,000 per month. Bonus will be small the first
year, about 2 months of salary, and will increase to about 6 months in the succe~ding years. Idon'
know how much my salary will be increasing per year.

Tanaka.san: According to the recruitment card my starting salary will be about ¥120,000 per
month with bonuses incressing year by year starting at 2.2 months. [ don't know how much my
salary will increase on a yearly basis.

Y Takahashi-san: My salary will start at just under ¥100,00 per month. Atfirst]will recerve
a bonus twice a year with 2 months received eachtime. When ] become a full-fledged member of the
company | will receive asmuch as atotal of 7 months salary in bonus based on efficiency.

Do you think yos will be able to live independently of your pareats?

Aknguma-ma: My parents have never restricted me in any way and [ bave no desire to live
independentlyofthem.

Tomii-san: I would liketo live on my own, but considering the salary  will be receiving and
how much ] depend on them, it will not be possible.

Takano-san; When I was a student [ often used to think about how [ wanted to iive on my
own away from my parents. With the salary I will be receiving it would be a great waste to spend it
on living away from my parents.

Kaneko-san: My salary is not one that would allow me to live an my own. If it did, I would
liketoliveindependently.

Ooba-san: | have idealized the thought of living on my own. For the moment I will be
contcnt with living Withmy parents.

Sekine-san: Before I used to rhink that it would bc good to live on my own. Now I think
much more about actual conditions and have to realize that it is better for a fanuly to work together for
common goals. [will stay at home and save my money.

K. Taka"ashi-san: My family is opposed to the idea of children living on their oWa. and I
also have no particular objectionto living with myfamily. I will remain with my parents.

Numano-saa: I would like at som= point ‘o try living on my own, but I don't have the funds
If 1 did live on my own, I would have tc moke :ay own food [ would rather be with my parents and
depend onthem.

Ando-san’ | have dreamed about living on my own, but if I did, I know 1t would be very’
duffscult of not impossible I would rerurn home tred to an empty apartment and that would be very
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depressing.
Sato-san: My parents are very sirict. Whea I entered high schoal and thought about Lif after
- graduation I really wanted to live an my own. [ bave cansidered it from an economical standpoint and

whether | wanted to come home afone to an empty apartment where [ had to do everything myself.
decided that it would be much better to stay with my parents.

Tanaka san: | bave dreamed about living an my own, but realize I can't for economic
reasons. | alsofeel that I want to stay with my parents and will aot leave them.

Y. Takahashi-san: | have dreamed about fiving an my own and have thought about realiry as
well. When] feel sad, it is good (o have my parentsio cheerme up [ decided that it was much better
tolive withthem.

Do you want to stay in the company you have chosen uatil you retire? How
long to yoa plan to stay at your first job?

Akanuma-san: I think I will stay at my company for 3 years.

To.zii-san: I would like to work until I marry.

Takano-san: [ would like to work at least until I marry. if I marry, my company will allow

§

me to work so that | can stay on 2 long time if ] want.

Kaneko-san' [ would like to work a long time, as long as poss'ble.

Ooba-san: [ would Like to work until I marry.

Sekine-san: I would like to worl. until I avarry.

K. Takahasti-san: | would like to work until 1 marry.

Numano-saa: I had planneg tr, continue working for 315 5 years. If my compaay finds® 1
am a good Worker and one they wan. to keep, I would like to work loager.

Ando-san: [ would like to Work as long as it is possible for me to do so. If I marry or
something unexpected happens, my :deasmay change.

Sato-san’ 1 haven't thought about marriage at all, so I would like to stay at my company as
long as possible.

Tanska-san: | want 1o work as long as possible. If I should get married, then I essume that |
will quit my job.

Y. Takahashi-san: [baven't exactly decided how many years I will work, but I want to stay
asloag aslcan

In 5 years time what do you thiak you will you be doing?

Akanuma-san In five years I think ] will still be workiag, but I can say nothing beyond that

Tomii-san: In five years I think I will still be Wogking.

Takano-san' In five years I think [ will still be working.

Kaneko-san: Infive years I think I will still be working.

Ooba-san: Infive years I think ] will still be working.

Sekige-san: in five years Ithink I will still be working.

K. Takahashi-san: I feel I will have adjusted to my Work in five years I thuak I Wil be
working with @tficiency.

Numano-saa: In five years I think I will stili be working I hope to have enough tume to be
pursing some of my interests.
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Ando-san: i will have adjusted to my work and be enjoying sports or whatever [ have inrerest
-in - -
Sato-san: Infive years I think I will suill be workung.
Tanaka-san: | will be coming into my own in five years. It will be a good ume 1o be
working.
Y. Takahashi: Infive years Ithink I will still be working.
How old would you like to be when you get married?
Akaouma-san: I would like to marry by thetime [am 25 and become 2 mother soon after.
Tomii-san: If Ifind 2 husband, Iwouldlike to marry by thetime [ am 25.
Tukano-san: [ wantto get married as soon aspessible, [ hope by the ume Iam 23
Kaneko-san’ [haven'tthought about getting married.
Ooba-san: Iwould like to marry by the time | am 24 or 25.
Sekine-san: My ideal age for marriage would be 25.
K. Takahashi-san: My ideal age for marriage would be25.
Numano-san: I would like to marry between 23 and 25, but I don't think I will find a good
husband.
Ando-san: I have not decided any age. If I find a good mate, then I will marry.
| Sato-san: [ haven't thought about marriage, except that I will marry when I find 2 good
| husband.
| Tapaka-san: My ideal age for marriage would be fram 23 t025.
| Y. Takahashi-san: My ideal age for marriage would be 25.
Will you workiag if you marry?
| Akanuma-san: | want to stop working and start being a housewife. Ican't do both aronce.
} Tomii-san: Idon't know what will happen in the future, but I think [ would like to stop
| working.
| Takano-san: It depends an the ecoaomic independence of my hushand. If it is all right to
| quit, I will quit.
‘ Kaneko-san: Iwill talk to my trusband. If he says it is all right to conrinue working, I would
! like to because my job will be something I have struggled hard to master.
‘ Ooba-san: I don't know what will happen in the future, but I think I would like to stop
’ working.
Sckine-san: If possible, I think I wouid like to stop Working.
K. Takahashi-san: I would like to continue as long as iny working does not upset both our
lives.
Numago-san: Iwould like to continu«, working as long as my husband will allow m¢
Ando-zan: I don't know what will happen inthe future If I have children I don't want them
to suffer with no one at home so I would like to stay at home.
Sato-san: [ will consult with my husband and if he allows it,  will continue working
Tanaka-san: [ don't know what will happen in the future. think it will very difficult for me
both 10 work and be a housewife, so I probably will quit my job.
Y. Takahashi-san. | don't know what will happes in the future Ithunk 1t 15 difficuit to be
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_ both a worker and housewife, but I would like to try.

What will you be doing when you are 31 or 32 years old? A job? Interests?

Akanuma-san: | will have quit work and be doing something that I hke. 1wl also have
children and be busy bringing them up.

Tomii-san: Iwill have a hobby and be busy making my family happy.

Takano-san’ 1 will have an average family, and be happy playing with my children.

Kaneko-san: I think I will still be working. 1 may have a husband and childrea andbe raising
them aswell.

Ooba-san: 1 like sports very much. I will have timeto practice.

Sekine-san: I like to cook and in my second life I would like to qualify with a license in
cookung. Iwill get the housewives of the neighborhood tegether and teach them cooking. ,

K. Takahashi-san: | will be married. If | have no children, I will still be working. If I have
children, I will be raising them and playing with them while enjoying sports for myself.

Numano-san: If ] am married, I will have children and have developed an interest in a hobby
Every day I will be living abright and cheerful life.

Ando-san: | will be married and have quit my job. Iwill be busy being a housewife as well
as practicing sports.

Sato-san: | don't know whether or not I will be married, but if | can | want to continue
working. 1 will also be interested in and practicing same kind of sport. My life will be very full

Tanaka-san: I will probably bemarried, have children and will be happilyraising them.

Y. Takahashi-san: At thartime I will have more free time and be able to develop a hobby
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I INTERYIEW WITHMR KOSUGA

HEAD OF PLACEMENT
KENRITSU TOONO KOOTOO GAKKOO MIY AMORI BUNKCC
(TOONO-MIY AMORI HIGH SCHOOL)
TOONO-CITY, IWATE PREFECTURE

Locared in a remote area of Iwate Prefecture ahout 450 kilometers north and east of Takyo.
Toono-Miyamori High School was founded in 1949 as a night schoal with 41 students in 1971 &t
became & normal day high school ... *mitted 46 students in its first entering class. The following
year another 44 students were adnurted, bringing the student population to 90. Today there are 80
students earalled at Miyameori in three classes, 31 in the first year, 23 in the second year and 26 1n the
third year. Most students come tc school by bicyclebut 12 travel by rain. The staff is composed of
11 teachers and a principal plus 2 others. The curriculum is the general studies program offered at
most higk schools across Japan: no occupational course work is possible though a typing course of
one hour and & computer course of ane hour are available in the list of opienal courses. Students
complete 102 creditstograduate.

This year there are 26 seniors, 16 males and 10 females, 24 of whom will begin working 1n
April. Of those 24, 15 will work outside of Iwate Prefecture and 9 will have jobs in Iwate The
remaining 2 graduates will continue onto specialized schaals. In 1984 there were 19 graduates, of
whom 13 found employment and 6 conrinued onto specialized schools (See Figures 1 and 2 for
graduation starisics for 1984). Most of the 13 found jobs in sales, in manufacturing or service
idustries (See Figures 3 and 4 for distribution of empioyed graduares by industry type for 1984).

Mr. Kosuga, a Japanese language teacher, is the person n charge of job placement. He
teaches16 hours per week, about the average for teachers in Iware. His teaching hours are not
especially reduced as isthe case in most other schoals. In Iware placement counselors in other schools
usually only teach about 13 hours per week.

One more teacher serves as his assistant, but Mr. Kosuga himself does mest of the piacement
work. The third year hameroom teacher also helps him with vanous commumcation tasks and
referrals.

Mr. Kosuga has been teaching at Miyamori for only one year. Before that Mr. Oikawa, who
1S 1o longer ar the school, was responsible for placement. Some years ago Mr. Kosuga was the
placement counselor at another school so he brought hus ixpe'rience from the previous assignment 1o
Miyamori. Learning ihe technique of dealing with compamies and dealing with and assessing student
potentsal for jobstakes several years to master. The placement of students 1n jobs is unlike counseling
for university entrance where all a student needs is a certain result on an evaminarion to be accepted
Many seemingly llogical factors areinvol ved in locating appropriate jobs for high school students.

Mr. Kosuga visits his branch of PESO, the Public Employment Security Office, for meetings
in June and October to hear reports on conditions for employment. The PESO office is located more
than an hour's drive away and he feels no pressing need to use it directly Recruitment cards Will be
sent or brought te the school whether or not he visits PESO. He does frequently phone vanous PESO
offices, not just his local branch, to ask about conditions for a grven job or 1o ask to be senl more
recruitment cards. Inaddition. twice ayear he meets with placement counselors from other schoolsto
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“shareinformationand experience.

Recruitmenr cards are brought by company representarives te Miyamori. Represeatanves
normally visit the school two times 4 year, ance (o bring recruitment cards and once to bring stories of
former Miyamoni students who are now employed by their companies.

The recruitment cards come either from the Kanto ares-Tokyo and surrounding
prefectures—or from Iwate Prefecture. The cards pass through various local PESO offices in Tokyo
or Iwate and are sent to the school. The Recruit Center and other similar information companies send
out surveys to high scaools in Japan asking how many students will seek employment in a given year.
Companies consult such books when deciding where to sead recruitment cards. They might also look
at official school lists on which the name of a school like Miyamor: and its sudent popularion can be
found. Recruitment cards are sent to Miyamori and other rural schools in anticipation of prospective
employees.

The number of cards rec=ived {ram the Kanto areais more than double the number of students
seeking jobs. The cards from Kanto must be from campanies which possess dormitories to house and
feed employees from the countryside for new employees could not afford to live in independent
apartments an the salaries they receive. Companies which cannot provide these facilities unul an
employees are &l least twenty years old are not evea considered by the school.

Some companies, like supermarkers and autamobile makers, send recruitmenr cards every
year tothe school. They request bundreds of employees each year and Miyamori is ane of the schools
an their fists.

Companies in the immediate area do not generally send recruitment cards so Mr. Kosuga has
to call them to find out their employment needs. Local companies are small, do not have clear cut
hiring policies and cannot anticipat~ their needs 6 months or ane year ahead of time so finding jobs at
these firmas can be difficult. They might reply to an inquiry that in one or two manths the situation will
be clearer and that Mr. Kosuga should phone back, or they might snddenly call in February or March
totell of an bpening created by an employee who suddenlyquit. By Februacy all students at Miyamori
normally have decided ca jobs, S0 a call at that time has no meaning unless there is still an undecided
student. Other companies are located in Iwate, but are not conveniently reached by public
transportation so they are not really possibilities for most students. The number of students who want
tofind employment in Iwate often exceeds the number of jobs avalable.

The toral number of recruitment cards received usually equals about 100, but often cards are
not received from companies where students would really liketo work. The average starting salary
seems to be around ¥80,000 for studeats Who Will Work in Iware, about ¥20,000 less than for
employees hired for work in Tokyo.

The wishes of the students themselves can be clearly differentiared--where to work vs. what
kind of work. Thus the choice for students to remain near Iwate or tc move w Tokyo must be
weighed against the type of job desired. Alternative cities are not really possible. Even if 2 student
wishesto work in a larger city close to Toon. , like Sendai in Miyagi Prefecture, most companies there
are w50 small 50 recruitment cards canaot be expected. If students have their hearts set on working for
& cenain company in Iwate, Mr. Kosuga will call the company himself to see1f jobs might be created
The actual aumber of jobs available in the preferture any given year is much smaller than the number
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of students who would Jike those jr:0s so campetition is always 4 factor to be considered

__ _Some smdeats do use their own conne ~tions 1o find jobs. For instance a studear’s family

-owns a liquor store and a relative of the family owns another store in Sendai  The student 1s asked to
work in Sendai after gradeation from high schoal and accepts the postticn. Once a student simply
announced that he was finding & position on his own and did.

If students preferto decide where to work by the type of job they will perform, thea location
must be of second importance. Particularly if a femaie student is interested in daing office work,
banking or sales, then it may be very difficult to find a job near bome. In fact, in this year's
graduating group no females will continue on to office joos--most Will worg in manufacturing. If area
is of prime importance and the narure of the job is uarelated, then it is relatively easy to find a job
anywhere. For instance, if a student is sausfied with transporting goods, then ajob in Iwate can easily
be found.

Occasionally a student attempts to and passes an entrance test for the civil service, butfor the
most part graduates are placed in private firms. Even if the civil service test is passed, a0 guarantee
exists that a job will be found, 50 most students do not consider government employment as a
possibility.

Sometimes students choose to ry enter the Self Defense Force at which time they must be
prepared to live in military dormitories in places far away fram home for the durarion of their service
of 2 1o 4 years. Recruiters come to the school to find interested candidates and may also visit
individualhon{esmencourageenlismem.

In the first year of high school the students are surveyed twice to find out their wishes tpon
graduwrion. They are surveyed twice again in the second year of high schoal to determine whether
they will cantinue their education or seek a job. If they will be seeking a job they are asked to * dentify
what type of job they are interested in.

By May of the third year the students are clear about their wishes. Since Miyamori iS So
small, all students are asked to make their decisions and to keep to them. No students graduare
without knowing what they are gaing to do next. In July of the senior year Mr. Kosuga beguns
gene-al discussion with students concerning employment and shows them recruitment forms
Students are also seen individually and more detailed informarioniS recorded. They are asked to think
abouttheir choices during the summer vacation.

In July or August of the senior year parents and students are called to school to talk
individually with Mr. Kosuga about the furure. From the discussions held a that time it seems that
parents and children 0o not discuss employment much % all ai home. When they meet together
possibilities are discussed, especially in regard to the location of the prospective job Oftena large gap
in thinking exists between parent and child. Mr. Kosuga listens but does not interfere. After several
days afinal decision is usually brought back to school by the student.

Students canrarely make visits to compantes outside of the prefecture, but can make visitsto
companies in the prefecture during the end of August or beginning of September. Local compames
encourage students to visit before deciding whether or not an available job wall be applied for The
local firm then has a chance to assess a candidate 2nd can indicale 1ts feeiings to Mr. Kosuga
Companes are looking for employees who have a good personality and pesiuve atutude and who will
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work well within the company so that later frustration by upsatisfied employees can be avoided.
~Perhaps these factors are more important than even the entrance exam in determuning Who a local
company will hire.

Companies also examine students' grades, absences ard club activiues as factors in dectding
whether or not they'd like to hire students

Internal selection, or koonsi senkoo. exists as a date on the schoal calendar but because the
number of students in the semior class is so small, competition berween students is virtually
non-existent. If two students wish to try for the same company, the conflict is resatved by discussion
between them. In September the actual companies are chosen and personal histories are WritLea on
standard forms. They are cocrected by Mr. Kosuga as necessary. Applicarions for examinations are
completed. InOctoberentrance examsaretaken. ‘

If the company is iocated in Takyo, the entrance exam usually must be taken in Tokyo. Afew
companies do offer their exams at the school, bu. not many. Students normally trave! by themselves
to the place of the tet. Only afew companies will allow parents to accompany their children to the
city. Most companies will send a representative to meet the prospective employee at Ueso Station the
day of arrivalin Tokyo If arepresentative cannot be sent, then a map is farwarded sothe student can
find the company Without difficulty. The student then must stay the night in Tokyo before returning
home. All expenses{or the exam are born by the company.

Almost all exams include an interview for which students have practiced. The homeroom
teacher, the head teacher and Mr. Kosuga together help the students practice by conducting mock
interviews. Lacii student is interviewed 4t school by ane of the three. Students are instructed gbout
manners and choice of words and abour how to answer various questians, how to evplain why they
want Lo work in a company, how to handle questions about in-house transfers.

In the case of female students applying for jobs in sales and manufacturing the only eyam
given in October might an interview. Since Writing is essentially not important to these jobs, a wrirten
testis considered unimportant. An entrance evam might aiso be an interview plus an arithmetictest.
During the interview artitude toward work is carefully assessed by the company.

If students fail the exam in October, they are asked to review the remaining recruitment cards
to decide on a new company, or Mr. Kosuga will help them find another company to iry. This
process can continue 2 or 3 times uar:! all studeats have passed and found a job for April. Every year
one or two students are late in passing an exam, but never later than the end of January or early
February. This year the last stedent passed an exam at the end of Ja wary. Mr. Kosuga can officially
help with job placement until the end of March and, if asked, will assist until the end of April.

This year more than half the candidates failed on their first try at exaws with the situaion for
female students being particularly difficult. Office jobs have become scarce and the aumber of jobs
available in that areais becoming more and more limited while the opportunities for jobs in sales have
remained the same but the competition has become stiffer The males who sought jobs this year were
al! applying for jobsin manufecturing or sales where the conditions have not significantly changed.

Mr. Kosuga was very surprised by the fact that when students were asked during thewr talk
with me about how much their starting salaries would be, a number said they couldn't remember At
least part of the reason may be that students are relieved to have found jobs and 1 the countryside
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.money is not corsidered to be as importa  4s che fact that 2 company does provide an opporrunty (o
work. Inthe countrysic of Japan no job paysas well as the equivalest one would in Tokyo.

Occasionally a srudent who has passed a company exam and been accepted for employmentin
April refuses te take the job and stays home instead, but this type of case is not cammon.

Companies teach employees what skills they need to know to do their jobs.

With & starting salacy of about ¥100,000 in Tokyo and with dormitory space and meals
costing about ¥30,000 per month, the amount of spending money left to a new employee 1s rather
limited. Sometimes dormitory experses do not cover meals on Sunday, so living costs become even
higher. Just one or two outings can quickly exhaust the remainder. One of most challenging tasks for
a new employee is to learn to manage maney. Most dormitories have a curfew of 10:00 p m ar1n
some cases, 9:00 p.. '

Sometimes a student enters a job and within months or days has returned to teli Mr. Kosuga
that the job is absolutely intolerable. He can sometimes heip such a student find something different
by introductior. or by pointing a student in the direction o & company which seems to be hizing new
employees. In other cases, Mr. Kosuga can do nothing to help and th~ srudent is left on his or her
owa to fiad ancther job.

Once students Lave sertled in their jobs, Mr. Kosuga expects that males will remain for as
long asthey canin those jobs but thar many will also change after 3 to 5 years. 15 years ago this was
not the case, but in today's Iabor market it is possible to leave one job for another which pays beter
aiter having anained certainqualifications. Forinstance, agas station attendsint will qualifyto employ
personnel as well as to sell gas and will move onto 8 position Where those qualifications can be used.
Thentoo, acompany might gobankrupt or change location forcing its employeestofind new jobs.

Females will probably wock at their entry level jobs or about 3 years, uatil they are 20 or 21
years old. Those females who stay longer than 3 years will be considered long time employees.
Those who quit will be resizning for marr.age or for various other reasons.
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2. Noof Miyamor High School Graduates

Graduates
H
91
4
34
2 4 2
1 4
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Figure 1: Graduation Statsstics for Toono-Miyamori High School, 1984 (Iwate, 1985, p. 5).
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Figure 2: Graduation Statistics for Toono-Miyamori High School by Per Cent, 1984 {Iware, 1985, p
85).
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Empioyed Graduates
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Figure 3: Distribution of Employed Graduates by Industry Type for Toono-Miyamori High School,
1984. (Iwate, 1985, p. 5).
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Figure 4: Percentage Distribution of Employed Graduates by Industry Type for Toono-Miyamor:
High School, 1984 (Iwate, 1985, p. 5).
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INTERVIEW WITF § STUDENTS
AT
- - - KENRITSU TOONO KOOTOO GAKKOO MIY AMORI BUNKOO
{TOONO-MIYAMORI HIGH SCHOCL)
TOONO-CITY, IWATE PREFECTURE

1 interviewed 8 male students, K. Kikuchi-san, K. Tada-san, Konno-san, T. Tada-san, K.
Kikuchi-san, S. Tada-san, T. Sasaki-san, and Miyata-san at Toono-Miyamori High School. The
interview with these seniors was completed after company entrance examinations had been taken and
represents the reactinns of seniors whose immediate futureis decided.

R. Kikuchi-saa, 18 years alid, lives in Otamocho of Toano City with his parents. In April
he will begin a job insales at the Ida Department Store in Takyo.

H. Tada-san, 18 years ol¢, livesin Miyarsori Viliage with bis parents. He wrote that he
would begin a job in April a Sekishin Manufacturing Company in Hanamaki City (just west of
Toano).

Konno-san, 18 years ald, lives in Otomocho of Tosao City with his parents. In April he
will begin a job onthe production iine of Isuzu Motors Company in Kanagawa Prefecture.

T. Tada-saa, 18 years old, lives in Mivamari Village with his parents. He indicated that he
would begin a jobia Apeil at Tooyoo Lens Campanyin Miyamori Village.

K. Kikuchi-saa. 18 years ald, lives in Otomocho of Toano City with his parents. In April
he will begin a job in machine inspection at Iwate Herusu Manufacturing Company in Merioka Ciry,
IwatePrefecture.

S. ‘"ada-saa 18 years old, lives with his pareris in Miyamori Village. He wrote that he
would begin a jobin April at Tooyoo Lens Campany in Miyamari Village.

T. Sasaki-sas !8 yea:sold, lives with his parents in Otomocho of Y'oono City. In Aprii he
will become an eniistee in the Self Defense Forces of Japan.

Miyata-san 18 years old, lives in Kami Kyoota section of Toono City with his parents. He
indicated that in April he would vegin a job as a guard at Sengo Guard and Security Company i
KanagawaPrefecture.

How did you decide an your jobs?

R. Kikuchi-san: [looked at the recruitment cards which came to the school and decided.

H. Tada-san: Ilooked uf the recruitment cards which came to the schoo! and decided.

Konno-san: 11ooked at the recruitment cards whigh came tothe school and decided.

T. Tada-san: I looked at the recruitment cards which came to the school and decided.

K. Kikuchi-san: [ looked at the recruitment cards which came tothe school and decided.

S. Tada-san: [talkedto myteachers and through them found my job.

T. Sasaki-san: A man from the Self Defense Forces came and recruited me.

Miyata-san: [ look.dat the recruitment cards which came tothe school and decided.

Before you finally decided, did you have both a first choice company and 2

second choice company?
R. Kikuchi-san: I only had a first choice, the Ida Department Store where [ will begin my job
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inApal.
- - - -H.Tada-san: 1had a first and second choice. Ifailed on my first exam and succeeded on my
secondexam.
Konno-sau: | entered Isuzn Motors, my first choice company.
T. Tada-san: [faled on my first ezam and succeeded on my second exam.
K. Kikuchi-san: Ifailed on my first exam and succeeded on my secand exam. | will enter
Herusu Manufacturing in Iwate Prefecture in April.
S. Tada-san: | had oxiy one chotce.
T. Sasaki-san: Myfirst choice was the Self Defense Forces.
Miyata-san: ! failed on my first exam and succeeded on my second exam and will enter Sengo
Ghard and Security Company. '
Did you sse the counseling room? If you did, for what purpose? When did
you start using tae coupseling room?
R. Kikuchi-san: I used the room to look at the recruitmert cards from around the end of
August.
H. Tada-san: I used the counseling room to search through the recruitment cards. Ibegan
using the room arc.nd July of my senior year.
Konno-san: ]used the room to fook st recouitment cards from July of my seaior year
T. Tada-san: ] used the roam to fook at recruitment cards beginning in July.
K. Kikuchi-san: ] used the room to fook at recruitment cards which helped me find a job that
suited me. I started nsing the room in July.
S. Tada-san: | began in July to use the room tolook at recruitment cards.
T. Sasaki-san: I used the room beginning in July to look at various materials, but zo Self
Defense Forces' material isfocated inthe room.
Miyata-san: 1 began using the room in June to help rae find a job.

Did you fill out asy papers in regard to getting a job and hand them into your
counselor?

R. Kikuchi-san: Ifilled outa personal history.

H. Tada-san: Ifilled out a personal history.

Konno-san: Ifilled out a personal history.

T. Tada-san: [filled out a personal history.

K. Kikuchi-san: ! filled out a personal history.

S. Tada-san: Ifilled outa personal history.

T. Sasaki-san: 1filled out aform about my absen:‘es from school

Miyata-san; I filled out a pledge, a form about absences and at least two other pieces of paper

Did you often talk to your counsejor about finding 2 job?

R. Kikuchi-san: 1often talked to mv counselor about the content of the jobs being offered.

H. Tada-san: 1 think I tai¥ed a lot abou: the companies and what jobs they do. 1talked about
various things.

Konno-san: [talked to my counseior about ihe content of jobs being offered

T. Tada-san: ]talked to the counselor about the content of jobs.
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_ K. Kikuchi-san: 1 often talked to my counselor abour the contenr of specific jobs and what

- -

kind of work is done in various compasmies.
S. Tada-san: It was not often, but I did talk about about job conditions.
T. Sasaki-san: I didn't talk to my counselor.
Miyara-san 1didtaik. WhenIfailed the first exam, Italked oftento the counsejor about how

to pick a second company.
What kind of advice waraings did your homeroom teacher or couwaselor
give yos?

R. Kikuchi-san: I was told to be careful of my way of speaking during the interview part of
theentranceexamination.

H. Tada-san: [ was told to be careful of my way of speaking during the inte. view part of the
entranceXamination.

Konno-san: I wastold to be careful of my way of speaking and to be sure to exhibir interest
during theinterview part of theentrance examination.

T. Tada-san: | was told to be careful of my way of speaking, to be sure Lo eater the room
property, to be sure to exhibit interest during the interview.

K. Kikuchi-san: 1wastold to be careful of my way of speaking and of my attituge during the
interviewpartoftheeniranceevamination

S. Tada-san’ | was told to be careful of my way of speaking, my actitude and way of sitting
during theinterview part of the entrance examination.

T. Sasaki-san: 1 wastold to be careful of my way of sitting during the interview.

Miyata-san: [ wastold tobe careful of my artitude during the interview.

Did you talk to your pareats shout the process of finding 2 job? What did
you .alk about with them?

R. Kikuchi-san: I talked to thera about the fact that I woulc find a job outside the prefecture
and about the conditions for work.

H. Tada-san’ 1 didtalk tothem.

Konno-san' I did talk to them about getting a job outside the prefecture.

T. Tada-san: ] talked to them about getting a job in the prefecture.

K. Kikuchi-san: I talked to them about whether I should try to find a job in or ont of the
prefecture. .
S. Tada-san: Italkedto them sbout getting a job In the prefecture

T. Sasaki-san: Italked to them, but not much.

Miyata-san: [ talkerito them about my choice of companies.

Did you visit your company? When?

R. Kikuchi-san: The entrance exam was af the company so I was given a tour Igota
chance to sense the mood of the place and the working conditions.

H. Tada-san: 1 went to the company in November. I had a chance to sense the mood of the
job and see whay kind of work was done.

Konno-san: I didn’t visit my company.

T. Tada-san: I dida't visit my company.
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K. Kikuchi-san: 1didn't gobefare the exam Itoured the company on the day of the exam 1
.saw the place where people work.

S. Tada-san: I didn't visit my company

T. Sasaki-san: 1didn't toura sulitary base

Miyata-san: 1dida't visit my company.

Did you study for the entrance exam?

R. Kikuchi-san: Ididn't do much studying. Ibought a book avour general knowledge and
lookedahitleatit.

H. Tada-san: 1didn't do much special studying, butl did a ictle.

Konno-san: [ studieda little.

T. Tada-san: 1 studieda lirtle.

K. Kikuchi-san: [studied alintte.

S. Tada-san: 1 went to the company to visit and they gave me homework which was my
study.

T. Sasaki-san’ Istudied mathematicsalitle.

Miyata-san: I didn't do any special sudying.

How magy estrapce exams did you take?

R. Kikuchi-san' Isucceeded an my first try.

H. Tada-san: Myfirst choice was not successful. Isucceeded on my second try.

Konno-san: I succeeded on my first try.

T Tada-san: I succeeded onmy second try.

K. Kikucii-san: | succeeded on my second try.

S. Tada-san: | succeeded on my first try.

T. Sasaki-san' | succeeded on my first try.

Miyata-san: I succeeded onmy second try.

Where did you take your exsm?

R. Kikuchi-san: Itook the exam at the man office in Tokyo.

H. Tada-san Itook the exam atthe company office in Hanamaki.

Konno-san: I took the exam in Morioka.

T. Tada-san: Itook the exam here in Miyamor.

K. Kikuchi-san Itook the exam in Morioka.

S. Tada-san: I'took the exam here in Miyamori.

T. Sasaki-san: Itook the exam ammjlimrybase.'

Miyata-san: Itookthe exam at a company branch office in Seadni

What wasthe content of your eatrance exem?

R. Kikuchi-san: [ had a general knowledge test and an interview. The intrrview was the
mostdifficultpart.

H. Tada-san: I had a general knowledge test covering things learned in school and an
interview. The interview wasdifficult.

Konno-san: I had a general knowledge test covering basic school knowledge and an
interview which was difficult
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T. Tada-san: 1 had an interview and a general knowledge test. The mathematics secuon of the
“general knowledge test Was difficult.

K. Kikuchi-san: 1bhad a g=neral knowledge test. The English and mathematcs sections were
difficultbecausetheywereapplicationproblems.

S. Tada-san: 1 had aninterview and a general knowledge test. The mathematics secuon of the
general knowledge exam which coveredtrigonometric functionswas difficuit.

T. Sasaki-san: | had 4 marhemetics test, an English test and a medical exam. The medical
wasdifficult.

Miyata-san: 1had a general knowledgetest, a composition and interview. [ cannot remember
the title of the compositian but it wasdifficult.

How do you feel right now as you look at the job you are about to begin?

R. Kikuchi-san: My company entrance ceremany is sooner than most. I bave to prepare
myself to begin my work.

H. Tada-san: I wonder if I can do the job that is expected of me.

Konno-san: [ would like to begin work as soon as possible.

T. Tada-san: | wonder how long it will take me to get used to my new job.

K. Kikuchi-san: Once I enter ] want to persevere.

S. Tada-san: | have many worries.

T. Sasaki-san: | want to work hard.

Miyata-san: | wonder if I will get used to my new job and if [ will be able to make friends.

What cxactly will you be doing at your company? What will be the conteat of
your job? Do you feel it will harmonize with your personality?

R. Kikuchi-san: [ will be selling merchandise. Ithink | will like the job.

H. Tada-san: [ will be involved in manufacturing. Ithink the job suits me.

Konno-san: The job will be manufacturing Ithink Iwill likeit.

T. Tada-san: The job will be manufacturing. Ithink the job fits my personality.

K. Kikuchi-san: The job will be machineinspection. Ithink I will like it.

S. Tada-san: [ will teinvalved in manufactoring. Iam not sureif [ will like it.

T. Sasaki-c1n: [ will be defending my country. I will like it.

Miyata-san: My job is inservice. 1 may not likeit.

What kind of special skills do you think you will need to work at your
company? . ’

R. Kikuchi-san: No special skills will be required of wte.

H. Tada-san: I will needto be able to calculate.

Konno-san: I don't know.

T. Tada-san: ] will need touse machines.

¥, Kikuchi-san: [ will need to use machines.

S. Tada-san: I will need to use 1. ~H+aes.

T. Sasaki-san: 1 will need no special skills

Miyata“san: I'will need no special skills.

What do you need to be aware of once vou start your jobs?




. . - -R.Kikuchi-san' [ will have to be careful of my language.
H. Tada-san: Iwill have to be careful how I speak to my superiors
Konno-san: Iwill have to be careful how I speak to my superiors.
T. Tad~-san: I will have to be careful how I speak to my saperiors.
K. Kikuchi-san: I will have to be careful of my use of language.
S. Tada-san: I-#ill have tobe careful of use of my language.
T. Sasaki-san: 1 will have to be careful the language I use to my superiors.
Miyata-san: ['will have to be careful of my use of language.
Will you have a traiging period after you enter your company?
R. Kikuchi-san: There will be one week of training after I enter the company
H. Tada-san: 1don't know.
Konno-san: There will be training, but I don't know for how long.
T. Tada-san: 1 don't know if there will be training or not.
K. Kikuchi-san: There will be training, but I don't know for how long.
S. Tada-san [ don'tthink there will be training.
T. Sasaki-san: All mytime will be intraining.
Miyata-san: Therewill be ane week of training after | enter the company.

How will your ltv e when you get jobs?
R. Kikuchi-san: [ don't think my life will change very much at all except that my use of
languagewillchange.

H. Tada-san: Until I start to work, I don't know how my life will change.

Konno-san: WhenI was a student, [ wastaken care of by my family. At work I will have to
five my own life.

T. Tada-san: Idon't think my life will change very much.

K. Kikuchi-san' I don't know right now, but [ am sure my life will change to some extent.

S. Tada-san: My way of meeting people will change.

T. Sasaki-san: From now on I will spead much of my time in practice.

Miyata-san: I don't think my life will change very much, but I wiil not have so much free

How long do you think it will take to settle into your jobs?
R. Kikuchi-san: I think it will take 1 month '

H. Tada-san: It will take half ayear.

Konno-san: It will take 1 year.

T. Tada-san: It willtake 2 years.

K. Kikuchi-san: I won't know until I start working, maybe 3 months.
S. Tada-san: It will take Imonth.

T. Sasaki-san: It wiil take 1 year.

Miyato-san: It will take haif a year.

What will you do with the salary you receive?

R. Kikuchi-san: I will save half of my money and use therest as | please

]

H. Tada-san' I will save some and the rest will go as payment for the car I will buy
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Konno-san: I will save some and spend the rest on living

T. Tada-san: Iwill save money tobuy a car. The rest I will save or use on living

K. Kikuchi-san: I will save some and use the rest on living.

S. Tada-san: Iwill save most of my money.

T. Sasaki-san: I wil save al! my money.

Miyata-san: Iwill save 20% to 30% of my money and spead the rest on living.

Do you think you will spend extraordinary amousnts of money liviog away
from home?

R. Kikuchi-san: I will bein a dermitory, soldon't anticipate living being very expensive

H. Tada-san: Iwilllive at home.

Konno-san: [think I will spend maney gaing out with people from the company.

T. Tada-san: I'will livear hame.

K. Kikuchi-san: I will spend money going out with people.

S. Tada-san: Iwilllive at home.

T. Sasaki-san’ I will be in the Self Defense Forces.

Miyata-san: Idon't think costs will be so high.

How much will your initial salary comes to? Will you get 2 bonus? At what
rate will your salary increase?

R. Kikuchi-san: Iwill get ¥110,000 per month with 2 banuses a year of 3.5 months zalary
each. The salary should increass yearly by ¥16,000-17,000. A small extra bit will be added 10 my
salaryeveryDecember.

H. Tada-san: I will get ¥80,000 per manth. I will ge 2 bonus after 2 years. [don't know
how much my salary will increase yearly.

Konno-san: My salary will be just over ¥100,G00 per month with a bonus twice a year but I
don't know how much.

T. Tada-san: My salary will be about ¥80,000 per month with bonuses twice a year, but ]
don't know how many months each will be. Idon't kncw about increases in salary per year.

K. Kikuchi-san: My salary will be ¥90,000 per month. Banuses will be twice 2 year
consisting of 3 months salary each. Idon't know about increasesin salary per year.

S. Tada-san: My salary will be about ¥80,000 per month. Bonuses wil be twice ayear, but ]
don't know how muckh. )

T. Sasaki-san: My salary will be ¥100,000 per month. I will get a bonus of ¥600,000 per
year. 1don't know how much my salary will increase per year.

Miyata-san: My salary will be ¥110,000 per moath. Bonuses will be twice a year, but I don't
know bow many months nor do I know bow much my salary will increase per year.

For those who will be liviag with their families, do you think you will be

able to live independently of your parents?
R. Kikuchi-san: Iwill be living away from my parents.

H. Tada-san: Ihave a desireto live away from my parents, hut | will stay with them
Konno-san: Iwill be living away from my parents.
T. Tada-san: 1 have adesire tolive away from my parents, but I will stay with them




K. Kikuchi-san: I will beliving away from my pareats.

- + - -8 Tada-san: [ would like to live away from home, but won't.
T. Sasaki-san: Iwill be living away from my parents.
Miyata-san: I will be living away from my parents.

w co u have chosen until you retire? How

loag do you plaga to stay st your first job?

R. Kikuchi-san: { would like to stay until I retire.

H. Tada-san: I wouid like to stay unul I retire.

Konno-san: I haven't thought about it.

T Tada-san: Iwon't know until I try working at the job.

K. Kikuchi-san: Idon't know.

S. Tada-san: Idon't know.

T. Sasaki-san: Idon't know.

Miyata-san: Idon't know.

1n 5 yearstime what do yo think yo will be doing?

R. Kikuchi-san: I don’tthink I will be doing anything different in five years time.

H. Tada-san: Idon'tthink I will be doing anything different in five years.

Konno-san‘ 1don't think I will be doing anything different in five years.

T. Tada-san: 1don't think I will be doing anythiag different in five years.

K. Kikuchi-san: [ don't think I will be daing anything different infive years.

S. Tada-san: I don'tthink I will be doing anything different in five years.

T. Sasa'di-san: 1don't think I will be doing anything different in five years.

Miyata-san: I will moreadultinfive years.

How old will you be whea you get married?

R. Kikuchi-san: Ithink I will be about 23 or 24 when I ger married.

H. Tada-san: I think ] will be about 25 when Iget married.

Konno-san: I think I will be about 24 or 25 when I get married.

T. Tada-san Ithink I will be about 25 when I get married.

K. Kikuchi-san: Ithink I will be abour 25 or 26 when I get married.

S. Tada-san: Ithink I will be about 24 or 25 when I get married.

T. Sasaki-san: I think I wili be from 25 t0 28 when I get mamied.

Miyata-san: I don't know. ’

What will you be doing whes you are 31 ot 32 years old? A job? Interests?

R. Kikuchi-san: I think I will still be doing the same job. I don't think anything will have
changedmuch.

H. Tada-san: I will be working at home and waorking at the company as well.

Konno-san: I don't know.

T. Tada-saa: Idon't know.

K. Kikuchi-san: 1will have a family and be working as usual

S. Tada.san: [don't know what will happen then.

T Sasaki-san: Idon't know.
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Miyara-san: 1 will be married with a family Idon't know if I Wil be doing the same job or
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INTERVIEY WITH 10STUDENTS
AT
KENRITSU TOONO KOO TOO GAKKOO MIY AMORI BUNKQOO
(MIY AMORI-TOONO HIGH SCHOOL)
TOCONOCITY, IWATE PREFECTURE

linteriewed 10 female students, Y. Kikuchi-san, Chida-san, C. Kikuchi-san, Ninuma-san
Y. Sasaki-san, M. Kikuchi-san, K. Kikuchi-san, Asanums-san, C. Sasaki-san, sad Abe-san af
Miyamori-Toono High School. The interview with these semors was completed after company
entrance examinations had been taken and represents the reactions of seniors whose immediate future
1s decided. All students are enrolled in the general studies curriculum that most hagh school students
study. \

Y. Kikuchi-san, 17 years old, lives 10 Miyamori Village with her parents. She wrote thar
she had chosen a job in manufacturing at Shikishimasei Bread Company in Meguro, Tokyo.

Chida-san 18 year old lives in Miyamori Village with her parents She indicated she would
be working in manufacturing at the Fits-shon Center in Marioka, Iwate Prefecture (the prefectural
capitacity).

C. Kikuchi-san, 18 years ald, livesin Miyamori Village bu. not with ber parents. In Apnl
she will begin working in manufacruring section at Daishin Food Company in Kanagawa Prefcture
(just south of Takyo).

Nisuma-san {8 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. She Wrote that she
would begin a job in manufacturing at Ikeda Fiber Companyin Toono Cityin April.

Y. Sasaki-san, 18 years old, livesin Miyamori Village, but not with her parents. In Apnl
she wil! begin a job in manufacturing at Tahoku Nylon Campany in Iwate Prefecture.

M. Kikuchi-saa, {8 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. She indicated
that ,he would begina cooking job at Daishin Food Companyin Kanagawa Prefecture.

K. Kikuchi-saa, {8 years old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. In April she wall
begin a job in saies ar Markoo Company in Hanamaki City, Iwate Prefecture (a city just west of
Toono).

Asanuma-san 18 yeers old, lives in Miyamori Village with her parents. She wrote thal she
would begin a job in the service sector at the beauty parfor Hiratoya in April in Morioka City. Iwate
Prefecture. ‘

C. Sasaki-san, |8 years old, lives in Miyamosi Village with her parents In April she will
begin a job a Kiyomizu Paper Printing Company in Tokyo.

Abe-san_ 17 years old, livesin Miyamori Village with her parents Sheindicared that in Aprl
she will coatinue to a specialized school called World Grooming School 1n Nagoya (about two-thirds
of the way to Kyoto from Tokyon) to learn pet care. She Will also have a part time jobin a pet store

How did you decide on your jobs?

Y. Kikuchi-san: Ifooked atthe recruitment cards at school.

Chida-san: 1decided based on the recruitment cards that cameto the school

C. Kikuchi-san: [ decided based on therecruitment cards that Came to the school
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Ninuma-san: [looked af recruitment cards and decided.
Y. Susaki-san: looked at recruitment cards and decided.
M. Kikuchi-san: Ilooked ar recruitment cards and decided.
K. Kikuchi-san: Ilooked at recruitment cards and decided.
Asanuma-san: Ilooked arrecruitment cards and decided.
C. Sasaki-can' Ilooked af recruitment cards and chose a job that was close to the house of a
persen ! knew in Tokyo.
Ave-san: Going to a speciaiized school in pet care had been my dream. Ilooked at various
specialized schiool catalogs and decideo onthe one I would artend.
Before you finally decided, did you have both a first choice company and a
second choice company? ‘
Y. Kikuchi-san: 1 had oniy one choice and that was Shikishima Bread Company, the
company I will enter.
Chida-san: Ithought of remaining inside Iwate Prefecture and made my choice based on that

fact.

C Kikuchi-san: My first chuice was to go ov of Iwate Prefecture and I chose the job in
Kanagawa.

Ninuma-san: My first choice was to remain inside the prefecture and I chose a job based on
that.

Y. Sasaki-san: My first choice was to find a company inside the prefecture.

M. Kikuchi-san: My first choice was to find a job in Tokyo, but that was not possible so [
chose acompanyin Kanagawa Prefecrure.

K. Kikuchi-san: My choice was to find a company in the prefecture.

Asanuma-san: [ wanted to leave the the prefecture, but inthe end I chose a job in Morioka in
IwarePrefecture.

C. Sasaki-san: [ wantedto leave the prefecture and I decided on a job in Tokyo

Abe-san: Italked to my parents and decided to goto school near our relarives 11 Nagoya.

Did you use the counseling room? If you did, for what purpose? When did
You jtart ysing the room?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I began going tthe room around June of my senier year in order to find an
appropriatejob.

Chida-san: In June I began using the room in order tofinda place to work in April

C. Kikuchi-san: In June I began using the room in order to find a place to work in April.

Ninuma-san: I bégan using the room in June in order to locate a job.

Y. Sasaki-san: In June I began to rse the room so I could find a place to work.

M. Kikuchi-san: I used the room beginning in June in order to find a place to work.

K. Kikuchi-san' I started using the room in July to find a job for April.

Asanuma-san: I started using the room in July to help me find a job.

C. Sasaki-san: | don't remember if it was July or August, but | used the room to help me find
ajobinAprl. °

Abe-san. I wentto the room beginning in June to find out 1f there was a specialized school |
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-couldattend.
Did you fill out any papers in regard to getting a job and hand them in to your
coupselor?
Y. Kikuchi-san: [ don't remembe; .
Chida-can: [ don'tremember.
C. Kikuchi-san: Ifilled out a personal histary.
Ninuma-san: Ifilled out a personal history.
Y. Sasaki-san: [dan't remember.
M. Kikuchi-san: [ don'tremember.
K. Kikuchi-san: I don't remember.
Asanuma-san: ! doa'tremember.
C. Sasaki-san: [ don't remember.
Abe-san: [don'tremember.

Did yor often talk to your counselor about finding a job? When did you start
talkingto him?

Y. Kikuchi-san: [begantalking to my homeroom teacher arcund the middle of Jnly about the
process of finding a job. I didn't discuss the issue very much with .. m.

Chida-san: Ibegaa talking to my hameroom teacher around the middle or August, but dida't
talk very much.

C. Kikuchi-san: I began talking inthe beginning of September to both my homeroam teacher
and to Mr. Xosuga about finding a job.

Ninuma-san: [ began talking around the end of August or beginaing of September to my
homeroom teacheraboutajob. Wetalked often. .

Y. Sasaki-san: In the middle of August we had personal interviews with school officials and
at that time [ talked at fength about my plans. Around Octoter [ talked to my hameroom teacher and
Mr. Kosuga again.

M. Kikuchi-san: Beginning in September, I talked to Mr. Kosuga ad to my homercom
teacher.

K. Kikuchi-san: 1don't remember when, but when there was something [ didn't understand,
Taske - 1y homeroom teacher.

Asanuma-san: [ started talkiagto Mr. Kosuga n the middle of September.

C. Sasaki-san: [ don'tremember when, but I did talk to my teachersabit.

Abe-san: Beginning around September, I cfica talked to my homeroom teacher about my
plans.

bat kind of advice or warnings did your homeroom teacher or counaselor
give you?
Y. Kikuchi-san: My teacher and I talked .’ sut interviews and how 1o used language and
how enter a room.
Chida-dan: My .eacher told me how to take an interview, especiauly to make sure [ looked
directly ai my interviewer while speaking and to speak clearly
C. Kikuchi-san: My teacher helped me with the pracuce interview and at that ume told .ae
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how to enter 2 room, use polite language, answerquestions.

_ Ninuma-san: My teacher helped m: with advice about entering a roor and how to reply to
qﬁesu‘ons. When I was taiking, he told me to remember to look the interviewer in the eyes. When
was asked aquestion, I should remember to ansvrer right away.

Y. Sasaki-san' 1 was told about interviews, how to remember to look straight ar my
interviewer and how to spea cleady. I was:old how to open and close a door.

M. Kikuchi-san: I was told about bow to take an interview, especially to remember to pay
close aftention at the beginning and end of the interview. My voice is low so [ was encouraged to
speak loudly and avoid saying "eeto” (Japanese pause mechanism similarto our "well”).

K. Kikuchi-san' I was told about interviews, how to enter and leave a room and other fa‘zors
involved in having an interview.

Asanuma-san: ! was tald about taking an interview, how to walk, enter a room, and opena
door

C. Sasaki-san: Iwastold aboutthe interview, everything from entering aroom to leaving it.

Abe-san: Ireceived no particular advice.

Did you talk to your parents about the process of finding a job? What did

ol wi ?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I decided about the job myself and then told them about my decision and
receivedtheirapproval.

Chida-san: My parents to'd me that the decision Was mine and they told me to choose what 1
wanted. They approved of my choice.

C. Kikuchi-san: My parents told me that they wanted me to stay in Iwate. I decided to do
what | wanted and am going to work in Kanagawa Prefecture.

Nicuma-san: My parents wanted me to stay in the prefecture and I will.

Y. Sasaki-san: My parents told me thar they wanted me to stay in Iwate. Ifollowed their
advice and chose the job that best suited me.

M. Kikuchi-san: My parentstold me to change my decision, but Itald them that | had already
decided. They commented and the discussion stopped.

K. Kikuchi-san: It was my decision so I decided myself.

Asanuma-san: My pareats wanted me to decide for myself and told me so. When I decided
on a compuay, they didn't say anything in particular.

C. Sasaki-san: Itaiked to my parents before I decided. Ialso talked to them as | was ry1ag
tomake myfinal choice. *

Abe-san: My parents first opposed it, and tald me to find 2 job. Itold them about my dream
and my plan and in the end they approved of it.

Did you visit your company? When?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I didn't visit the company.

Chida-san: [ went in the middle of Septeraber. Isaw where clothes are cut out and where
theyar=completed.

C. Kikychi-san. Ididn't visitthe compaay'.

Ninuma-san' I went at the ume of the interview, but didn't go before I made the decision on
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which company 1o choose.

= © 7 7Y. Sasaki-san: | wentat the time of the exam and was shown around the factory by a member
of personnel.
M. Kikuchi-san: I didn't visit the campany.
K. Kikuchi-san: Ididn' visit the company.
Asanuma-san: [ went tothe company at the beginning of September
C. Sasaki-san’ I was shown around the company after the entrance exam.
Abe-san: I went to the sct 's! during the first semester of my senior year (April-July).

D1d you study for the entrance exam?

Y. Kikuchi-san: Yes, tried to anticipate what would be asked of me 1 the interview and
practiced being abletoanswer.

Chida-san: I thought of what might be asked oa the interview and practiced bexng able 1o
answer.

C. Kikuchi-san: ] practiced general knowledge und being able to answer interview questions.

Ninuma-san: [ dicc 't do any studying.

Y. Sasaki-san: I practiced general knowlerge and for the interview. Ithought about what
might aopearon thetestand practiced.

M. Kikuchi-san: I practiced general knowledge and forthe interview.

K. Kikuchi-san: [looked at the pages we were given aboui how to take an interview. Iuned

" practice for the interview by myself.

Asanuma-san: | imagined whar might be asked on the interview exam and formed my
answers.

C. Sasaki-san: [ prepared for the interview by practicing with teachers at school. They
corrected me and I tried doing amock interview.

Abe-san: | had no entrance test.

How many eatraace exams did you take?

Y. Kikuchi-san: Itook one entrance exam.

Chida-san: Itook one 2alraace exam

C. Kikuchi-san: My first test was in Tokyo and the second in Kanagawa [ passec the
secondtime. The secand time the personnel man came to Miyamori to give me my entrance exam so |
onltyiraveledonce. )

Ninuma-san: [ failed once at a company in Hﬁanamaki. The second time [ passed ar a
company inTooro.

Y. Sasaki-san: I failed once and succeeded on my second attempt.

M. Kikuchi-san: I took three tests. Each time I had to go to Tokyo. On the third uy I
succeeded.

K. Kikuchi-san: Itook one entrance exam

Asanuma-san: [took one entrance exam

C. Sasaki-san: I failed once. The first time I failed in my uwy for a company 1n Tokyo The
test was given in Hachinohe (Iwate Prefecrure) The second ume I went to Tokyo and passed
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- -Abe-san' I didn't have any entrance exam.

What wasthe content of your entrance exam?

Y. Kikuchi-san: | had an interview and an IQtest. The ‘aterview was difficult for me.

Chida-san: I had an interview, a composition and a general knowiedge test. The general
knowledge exam was the most difficult.

C. Kikuchi-san: I had only an interview. I was asked questions and felt I dida't answer
properiy and inthar way I {ound it difficult.

Ninuma-san: I enly had aniaterview. [was nervousin answering and feit bad afterward.

Y. Sasaki-san: [ bhad a general knowledge test, a camposition and 4n interview. The
interview was difficult because I felt I couldn't adequately express what I was thinking.

M. Kikuchi-san: I only had ar ‘~rerview, and it was difficult because [ felt [ couldn't answer
well.

K. Kikuchi-san: I had a general knowledge test, a compositan, an IQ test and interview
The interview was the most difficult because I couldn't enswer quickly with proper language.

Asanuma-san' [ had an interview and a composition. The interview was difficult because I
was nervous and couldn't xaswer properly.

C. Sasaki-san: I only had an iurerview, but [ felt I didn't answer well.

Abe-san: The specialized schoal had no entrance exam.

How do you feel right sow as you look at the job you are about to begin?

Y. Kikuchi-san: am uneasy. I wil! be gaing to Takyo and wanderif I will be able 1% do the
job I am askedto do.

Chida-san: [ will be living in a dorm, away from my family and am a bt cancerned.

C. Kikuchi-san: Wken I goto live ia Kanagawa there will be no one I 400w 1o talk to so I am
worried. §am aizo warued aboui whether of aot I will be auic 1o make frieads.

Ninuma-san: | am worried about personal relations. I will not be with my classmates, but
will be with superiors so [ must learn to use polite language.

Y. Sasaki-san: [ will be in 8 dorm and there will be no one I know near me. ] wonder if I
will be abietonake friends with the people there.

M. Kikuchi-san: [ am worried about whether or not 1 will make friends.

K. Kikuchi-san: I will become a full-flecged member of society and wonder if I will be able
to do my job properly. ’

Asanuma-san: [ will be going 1o work everyday ;nd won't have the life of a student.

C. Sasaki-san: My biggest woery is that I will be in a dorm and wonder if I will be able to get
along with the people who live there. In termas of Work, I am not confident that I will be able to do
what is asked of me

Abe-san: i am going to Nagoya where I know no one. Although [ have family in Nagoya, I
will not know anyoae at the school and I wonder if I will be able to get along With everyone.

What exactly wil] you be doing at your company? What will be the conteat of
your job?

Y. Kikechi-san: Iwill work at a company thar produces bread I don't know exactly what I
will be doing.
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Chida-san: Iwill be working in a garment producing company.
_C. Kilkuchi-san: The company produces food, but I don't know exactly what [ will be doing
Ninuma-san' I will be making childrea's clothes.
Y. Sasaki-san: The company makes stockings, panry hose and socks My job will have
something to do with making stockings.
M. Kiknchi-san: T will be making food. When I get o the job I will be tald exacly whar I
will be doing.
K. Kikuchi-san: Idon't know exactly what I will be daing at the supermarket Markoo, but |
think I will be involved in sales.
Asanuma-san: 1 will be working in a beauty parlor but don't know exacly whar I will be
doing.
C. Sasaki-sar: I will probably be making baxes and things like thar at the printing campany :
Abe-san: Iwill be learning how to cut dog hair and all aspects of animal grooming.
Do you feel your acw job will harmonize with your personaliry?
Y. Kikuchi-san: I liked the job and chose it so I feel it will be good for me.
Chida-san: I think it will be a good job for me.
C. Kikuchi-san: I don't know if it will be a good job for me.
Ninuma-san: I don't kaow if it will be a good job for me.
Y. Sasaki-san: Idon't know if it will be a good job for me.
M. Kikuchi-san: I looked at the company pamphlet and decided the job was oge I would like
to do, so I think it will be good for me.
K. Kikuchi-san: I like sales and so I think it will be a good job for me.
Asanuma-san: I think it will be a good job for me because it is what I have been Wantiag to
do foralong time.
C. Sasaki-san: I think it will be a good job for me.
Ahe-san: [t was my dream to go to this schoal so I think it will be fit for me.
Will you have a training period after you enter your company?
Y. Kikuchi-san: Ibelieve there will be training, but I don't know for how long
Chida-san: I will enterin April and have training, but I don't know for how jong.
C. Kikuchi-san: I think there will be training but dan't know whean.
Ninuma-san: Idon't know.
Y. Sasaki-san: I don't know. ‘
M. Kikuchi-san: I think there will be training, but I don't know for how long
K. Kikuchi-san: I think there will be training, but I don't know for how long
Asanuma-san’ I think there will be training, but I don't know for how locg.
C. Sasaki-san: There will be 3 months of training.
Abe-san: Itisaschool so I will be training.
What do you need to be aware of once you start your jobs?
Y. Kikuchi-san: I must be careful of my language.
Chida-san: I mustbe careful of my use of language.
C Kikuchi-san: I must be careful of my use of language



e

Ninuma-san: Idon't want to Use bad language. 1wall also be making many mistakes becavse
-itis my first job.

Y. Sasaki-san: [ must berespectful to my superiors at work.

M. Kikuchi-san: Iwill be working with people older than me so I must be careful of my use
of language and I am sure that I will be repriranded for my mistakes.

K. Kikuchi-san: I must be careful of my use of language with those alder than me and with
customers.

Asanuma-san: The job is one dealing with peopie and customers so [ must be careful of my
language.

C. Sasaki-san: [ must be careful of my use of language. Iwill bein a dormitary so there will
be other things to be aware of.

Abe-san: I don't think I will have to worry so much.

How will your Jives change when you get jobs?

Y. Kikuchi-san: It will be different fram school because ] will have specific times I mustbe at
work.

Chida-saa: | mastlearn tolive oa my ownincluding managing my own maney.

C. Kikuchi-san: I will be living in a dormitory so I must learn to live within my salary. Many
restrictions will be placed anme. I will live amare serious life than before.

Nimuma-san: ] will be living within restrictions including those on my use of ume

Y. Sasaki-san: | will be working on shifts and will have to work at mght. Up to now I was
astudent and work tirae was limited to daylight hours.

M. Kikuchi-san: During school life I fistened io owners and did what tf. 2y did. After this, |
will be amember of society and have to decide my life myself.

K. Kikuchi-san: Up to now [ had plenty of {ree time and depended on others induigence.
From now on I will have to be responsible for myself and cannot live blindly.

Asanuma-san: When I was (1 schoal, I could come late and no one would be angry. When I
work, I will haveto keeptoatimeschesnle.

C. Sasaki-san: [ will bavetc uetermine how to use my salary and thar will be difficult.

Abe-san: I will be doing a part tire job in a pet shop as I go to school and will be much

busier than | was a¢ a student.
How joag do you think it will take you to settle in to your jobs?

Y. Kikuchi-san: Ifeel it will take ¢ about 1 yearo settlein.
Chida-san: Ifeelit will take meabout 1 yearto settlein.

C. Kikuchi-san: 1feel it will take me about I year to settle in.
Ninuma-san: Unless I try doing the job, I won't be able to tell.

Y. Sasaki-sun: Ifeel it will take me atleast | year to sealein.

M. Kikuchi-san: Ifeel it will take me about 1 yeacto settle in.

K. Kikuchi-san: Ifeel it will take meat izast | year to settlein.
Asanuma-san: Ifeel it will take me about 2 yearsto settle1n.

C. Sasalfi-san: Ifeel it will taxe me sbout | yearto setle 1n

Abe-san: 1feel it will take me about 3 1o 6 months to settle in to school




. . .- -What will yoi do with the salary you receive?
Y. Kikuchi-san: I will save and spead monzy on living.

Chida-san: I will spend money on living and eating and save about half of the salary.

C. Kikuchi-san: I will save some money and spend the rest on buying what I want.

Ninuma-san: 1 will save some money and give some money [0 my parenrs.

Y. Sasaki-san: Iwill spend money on living and save some. If money remaius I would like
to give some to my pareais.

M. Kikuchi-san: [ will spend maney on living and save half. When I have some money
saved, I would like to give some to my parents.

K. Kikuchi-san: Iwill spend money oa life, give some to my parents and save the rest.

Asanuma-san: [ will spend money an living and save as much as I can.

C. Sasaki-san: [ will be thrifty and save as much as possible.

Abe-san: I will pay for ane third of the tuition with the money I earn at my part time job. I
will be living off my parents for a year so I would like to begin paying for my own apartment as scon
as possible.

If you are pot living at home, do you think it will be particularly 2xpensive?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I will haveto pay a dormitory fee so that will cost me money every month.

Chida-san: [ will be going out with frieads an holidays so it will cost me mosey.

C. Kikuchi-san: The dormitory fee5 will be deducted from my salary.

Ninuma-san: [ will live at home.

Y. Sasaki-san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary.

M. Kikuchi-san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary, but they are not so
large.

K. Kikuchi-san: I will live at hame.

Asanuma-san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary and 1 will have 1o pay Jor
anything I need by myself.

C. Sasaki-san: The dormitory fees will be deducted from my salary.

Abe-san: [ will haveto try to help puy for my fees out of my parctime job.

How much will your igitial salary com~ to? Will you get a bogus? At what
rate will your salary iacrease?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I don't know. .

Chida-san: I will get ¥85,000 starting salary. I don't know about bonus, but the salary will
increase by ¥8,000 per year.

C. Kikuchi-san: I will get about ¥80,000 per moath. The bonus will be 2 umesa year and I
will receive 2 months each time. Idon't know about increases

Ninuma-san: Idon't know.

Y. Sasaki-san: 1will get a little more than ¥80,000 per month. My bonuses won't be so
large, 1.5 monthstwice a year. I dor't know about increases

M. Kikochi-san: 1 will get about ¥80,000 per month. I don™ know about bonuses or
increases.

K. Kikuchi-san: 1 wail get about ¥80,000 per month I will get two bonuses per year but I
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don't remember a° what rate nor do [ remember about increases.
. .- _Asanuma-san: [ will get about ¥80.000 per month. My bonuses will be twice a year, but I

know no more.

C. Sasaki-san: I will get about ¥80,000 per manth, but know no more.

Abe-san: No connection.

Do you think you will be sable to live independently of your parents?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I would like to work for a lang time. I want to live in Tokyo but will
evenrually:cturn hometo Iwate.

Chida-san: I mustlive in a dormitory for two years, but I can rent an apartment after thar.

C. Kikuchi-san: I will live in Kanagawa, but whea [ have finished working I will return
home tolwate.

Ninuma-san: I wil! bein Toano and plan to stay with my parents.

Y. Sasaki-san: [ will be away from my parents while I work and I would like to continue
living an my own.

M. Kikuchi-san: | will live away from my parents and would like to remain independent.

K. Kikuchi-san: I will stay at home with my parents.

Asanuma-san: [ will be living in Morioka but will eventually return home.

C. Sasaki-san: W 'en Ifinish my job, I will return heme to live with my parents.

Abe-san: I expectthat when I have finished schooling, I will find a job and continue toiive in
Nagoyaso I will probably live independently of my parents.

Do you went to stay is the company you have chosea ustil you retire? How

long do you plan to sts _at your first job?
Y. Kikuchi-san: Idan't know, but I would like to work as long as possible.

Chida-san: 1 would like to work as long as possible.

C. Kikuchi-san: Iwculd like to work as long as possible.
Ninuma-san: [ would like to work as long as possible.

Y. Sasaki-san I would like to work aslong as possible.

M. Kikuchi-san: 1would like to work as fong as possible.

K. Kikuchi-san: At the least I would like to work 3 years.
Asanuma-san: I would like to work as long as possible.

C. Sasaki-san: Iwould like to work as long as possible.

Abe-san: Once I getajob, Iwould like to work as long as possible.
In S yearstime what do you thisk you will be doing?
Y. Kikuchi-san: .1 will be doing my job and have shaped vp.
Chida-san: I would like to keep doing the job I have chosen.

C. Kikuchi-san: Idon't really know.

Nutuma-san: Thave noidea.

Y. Sasaki-san: 1 may well be doing the same job or may have quir.
M. Kikuchi-san: I might be doing the same job or another.

K. Kikuchi-san: 1 might be married.

Asanuma-san: If the job is interesting, I will stiil be doing 1t
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C. Sasaki-san: If 1 bave returned home I will be married. If I am stll in Tokyo I will
“probably be werking.

Abe-san: Iwould like to own my own pet store.

At what zge would you like to get married?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I would like to get married between the ages of 25 and 30.

Chida-san: [ would like to get married around the age of 25.

C. Kikuchi-san: I would like to get married between the ages of 25 and 30.

Ninuma-san: | would like to get married between the ages of 23 and 25.

Y. Sasaki-san: (Had to leave theroom)

M. Kikuchi-san: | haven'tthought aboutst.

K. Kikuchi-san: I would like to get married at the age of 25 but it may take me unul I am 30,

Asanuma-san:  would liketo get married by the time I am 25.

C. Sasaki-san: [would like toget married bythe time Jam 23.

Abe-san: [would like to get married between the ages of 25 and 26.

What will you be doiag whea you are 31 or 32 years old? A job? ‘nrerests?

Y. Kikuchi-san: I will be married and raising a family.

Chida-san: I think I will be working.

C. Kikuchi-san: [ will be married bur doing another job.

Ninunia-sag: Iwill be married and be housewife.

Y. Sasaki-san: (Had to leave the room)

M. Kikuchi-san: 1 may well be married but probably not working.

K. Kikuchi-san: I will be married and keeping house.

Asanyma-san Twillbe still working.

C. Sasaki-san: If I get married when I am 23, I will have children and be busy raising them.

Abe-san: [will be marriad and still working.
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