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THE USE OF WRITING IN INSTRUCTION: CONTEXT AND
CONSEQUENCES Orde:Mo. DABS 11206

Arent, Baacua Ruswex, Pu.D. Stenford University, 1985, 273pp.
Adviser: Nel Noddings

Studies of school writing have focussed on axamination of
schisvemants in writing skills that resuit from different methoos of
eching writing. Less atiention has been given to examining the ways
mhuaed to improve the instruction and leaming of different
subject matters. This dissertation reports a study that investigated the
instructionsl fe::tors thet influence the way students write in schoois
ond the conssquences of dillerent uses of writing for students’
saming and lsaming enperiences.

The study expiored wriling about ilerature in three high school
English ciasess whose teachers repressnied thres different
pedagogical models: a heritage model, a competency model, and a
process model. The classes were observed over a period of four
monthe. Teachers and students wer 2 interviewed and all the papers
reated to literature that the students wrote throughout the academic
yoar were collected. The written pieces, field notes and taped
inerviews constituted the data axamined and analyzed. A qualitative
mode of inquiry that draws on "educational criticism™ was used in the
study. According to this method, research questicns are examined by
way of description, interpretation and evaluation. The cualitative
aapect of the study was supplementsd by content analysis of the
written lexts which included the following dimensions: response to
' hprature, knowiedge drawn upon, structure of a written piece,
function of its language and the audience addressed.

Theee main kinds of writing were identified: writing to describe and
Wnterpret literature; writing about literature in order to master
sxpository writing techniques and writin.g to relate fite: ature to
personel experience and knowledge. The folluwing context factors
that influence students’ writing are discussed: the teacher's task
assignment; implicit influences including teachers’ questions ard
responses in classroom discusiions; teachers’ language style and
public and private evaluation.

The study presents resuits regarding consequences of different
uses of writing for subject matter learning, for students’ aditudes
foward writing tasks, for writing processes and experiences and "or
acher-student communication. The main conciusion of the study is
that the instructional context within which students write is important
both for explaining kinds of writing students dc in school and for
imterpreting different consequences of writing for students’ learning
and lsamning excernences.

s

COMPOSITION AND COMMUNICATIVE INTENTION:
EXPLORING THE DIMENSIONS OF PURPOSE IN COLLEGE
WRITING OrderNo. DAB506080

Auson, LHRISTOPHER MARTIN, Pu.D. Indiana University, 1984. 388pp.

In spite of its obvious centrality in written communication, the
concept of "purposs” has remained ilugive. ill-defined, and
ungxpiored. Recent writng research has focused more sharply on the
actusl processes of composing than on features of the rhetorical
situation surrounding the composing act--features such as the

motivatien for writing, and the conlext, audiencs, and perceived
function of the discourse. Pedagogically speaking, collega:-level
writing instruction has done ittle to clarify the concept either, partly
becauss in the educational context, purpose is extremely complex,
involving the implied educational goals of writing, the rhetorizal
Purpaess interpreted or defined in any given wriling siluation, and the
agendas of both the teacher and the students as they define the
wiiling activitios for themasives and for each other.

The first part of this dissertation expiores thres dimensions of
purposs lq written discourss: the rhetorical, the educational, and the
peychological. Relevant theory and research in thess areas revesis
some of the dynamic relationships that make up writers’ purposes in
particular communicative situations--relationships am ng the context
of composing, the crigin and nature of the motivation for writing, the
mter'p aﬁectjve and cognitive dispositions, and the linguistic and
thetorical options available to the wriier for realizing his or her
intentions

To explore further these dimensions of purpose, the second part
of the diaenatioq describes and reports the results of a case study of
four Mm writers enrolied in a basic writing course at Indiana
University. Interviews were conducted with the participants before
and atter they responded to each of three writing tasks designed to
provide them with different choices for audience, mode, and focus.
Analyzed descriptively, the data revealed an unforeseen diversity
among students’ conceptualizations of the purposes for their wriling.
ngmn from the "extringic™ and “learning-sterile” to the “intringic"
and Iwnmg-righ," these conceptualizations are only weakly related
to the students’ interpretation of particular writing tasks. Instead, they
nemtogfoyout of the students’ models of writing in the academic
:nnt::‘t, the“;rt pas; e:fperimoes T.h:d backgrounds as writers, and their

ral construc literacy. results sy, 4 writing pedagogy
in which a qualitative reformulation o/ wdmmgmb
more ceniral to their continued isam ng than the quantitative
acquisition or mastery of discourse-specific skils.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE VALUE OF WRITING AS PERCEIVED
BY ENGLISH TEACHERS AND BY A SAMPLE POPULATION
IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA Order No. DA8517440

Bamnes, SyLvia Jean, Pu.D. Geo:-ge Pesbody Cohege for Teachers of
Venderbilt University, 1985. 102pp. Maijor Profeasor: Robert
Whitman

The purpose of this study was to determine whether or not there
exists any significant difference between the perception of coliege
teachers of English and that of the general population in the value
they place on writing.

A questionnaire consisting of 24 items was distributed to 40
English teachers at two local universities and 315 persons randomly
selected from the general population in Huntsville, Alabama.
Questionnaire items were further divided into six cetegories as
follows: (a) definition of writing, (b) writing and ine new electronic
devices, (c) function of writing, (d) perception about poor writing
skilis, tse) writing at the different ieveis of schooling, and (f) writing on
the job.

in analyses which sought to determine the cifference in perception
of English teachers and the general population on the vaiue of writing,
all subscaies correlated except (a) teachers and the general
population agree with all items except one in the subscaie Definition
of Writin ;, (b) teachers tended to disagree more strongly than
parsons from the general popuistion that automation or technologicel
devices would alter the method of teaching or the need for writing,

(c) persons from the general population did not indicate as the

tnachers did that writing is important at every lsvel of schooling, and

(d) English teachers and persons from the general population tended

:l lgree on the function of writing and perception about poor writing
lis.

This study contribules 10 the insights of teachers of writing and
peopis in general as the community sesks CONSeNnsus regarding
writing at el leveis of schooling.




STRATEGIC EXAMINATION OF THE REVISING AND EDITING
COMPONENTS OF THE PROCESS APPROACH TO WRITTEN
LANGUAGE EMPLOYING AUDITORY/ORAL FEEDBACK
TECMNIQUES . OrderNo. DA8516268
BLoom, Kanieen Many, Pu.D. Marguette University, 1985. 98pp.

The purposs of this dissertation is to investigate empirically
sirsteging that the writer may employ in the revising and editing
components of the process approach to written ianguage utilizing
suditory/oral feedback techniques. it has been stated that the
revising anc editing components are the least researched and least
undersiood of the various stages :n the process approach to written
language. Yet, at the same time, these two components provide the
writer with an examination and refinament of the written word. In an
effort 10 provide a linguistic leap from spoken to written language.
auditory/oral feedback techniques were employed to the revisiig and
editing components, thus equippi~g the writer with skills to apprase
and evaluate writien language.

Chapter One examines the problem and its setting. Limited
arescriptive research has been generated concerning the complex
nature of the composing process of wnitten language. Articles have
slludud to the importance of the teaching of writing, but few have
demonstrated what linkages are necessary for the iearners to become
compefent writers.

Chapter Two focuses on the review of the literature. it was agreed
that written composition. when taught effectively, invoives a process
beginning with pre-writing activities, sense of audience., initial
drafiing. peer evaluating, revising, editing, and final drafting. The
litursture also reveals inexperienced writers were inattentive to
reviging and editing the components, crucial steps in the process.

Chapter Three provides information relevant to the mathodology of
the study. High school students not mesting the standard on a
competency test of written expression were chosen. Dictation and
choral readings of the exercises, reading sentences in inverted order
from the writer's text, comprised editing strategies. Revising
strategees includad the reading of individual texts into 8 tape
recording utilizing the monitoring mode for immediate feedback and
evalusgtion.

Chapter Four reveals stetistically significant gains on the revising
subsets but not editing subsets. Holistic m.asurement was
Statistically significant as 2 resuit of the revising component.

For further study, revising and editing components could be
ressarched utilizing the capabliities of a word processor. in addition,
empirical evidencs relsting critical thinking skills to the process
spproech of wri. s composition wasTants attention.

WRITING CENTERS: HOW THEY SUCCEED AND FAIL
Order No. DA8505000

Baown, Atan Norman, D.A. lllinois State University, 1984. 175pp.

This research was concemed with two goals: (1) to determine the
cheracteristics of both successful and unsuccessful writing centers;
and (2) to show that mosi writing centers are shaped by the
expectations of their constituencies.

Trhwee methods were employed to carry out these goals: (1) A
discussion of ressarch conducted by writing center directors. (2) A
questionnaire that was distributed to 50 wiiting ce.nters, chosen at
random from the Writing Lab Newsletter Directory. (3) Case studies of
wiitng centers that are in troubie and that have closed their doors.

The findings indicated that the successful writing centers are
characterized by: (1) Dependence on the English Department for
funding. (2) Utilization of tutors instead of machines. (3) Continuous
communication between the center and the referring instructors.

{4) Extensive advertising of the center's services as well as its
existence. (5) Evaluation of the center on a reguler basis.

On the other hand, the unsuccesstul writing centers are
oharacterized by: (1) failure 10 publiicize the center's sirong points by
meang of 3 sell-gvaiustion; (2) fallure 10 secure the support of the
mlerving instructors; end (3) tallure 10 sorve the needs of all of the
shwdonis.

o

The wriler recommends that the prudent director shouid take the |
following measures to ensure the center’s success: (1) Find out what i
his constituencies + :pect from the center as soon as he/she takes
over.(2) Allow the primary source cf funding a voice in the shaping of
the center. (3) Keep the zenter visible by means of an effective public
reiations campaign. (4) Conduct an evaluation of the centeron a
reguiar basis. (5) Extend the center's services to the surrounding
community. (6) Keep current records of the student's attendance and
achigsvaments. (7) Hire tutors who can work when they are needed.

(8) Continue to "seil the center” if a change is made in the central
sdminigtration.

THE EFFECTS OF STORING M*THOD, TOPIC, AND MODE
ON GRADE 12 STUDENTS' WRITING SCORES

Canwman, NaNCY, Pu.D. Simon “raser University (Canada), 1984.
Supervisor: J. Tuinman

This study investigated two questions related to the writing ot
grade 12 students. Are there significant differences between giobel
(modified holistic) scores and rhetorizal effectiveness (modified
primary trait) scores for the same papers? Are there significant
differences between scoras on papers written by the same students
on topics in two different modes? The analysis was done on both
group scores and ingividuals’ scores.

The study examined four 200-350 word compositions of S0 grade
12 students in "/ancouver, British Columbia. They wrote on twe,
transactional topics and two expressive topics in counterbalanced
order on four occasions in English classrooms. The papers were
scored by six trained raters, three rating using a gjlobal scoring rubric,
three others using two rhetorical effectiveness #«.oring rubrics, one
rubric for each mode. interrater refiability was .73 for rhetorical
ehectiveness acoring and .79 for global scoring.

Analyeis by ¢ fests for the group produced the following resulls:
there were significant differerices between scoring methods and
between modes; there ware no significant differences between topics

muu.m.wmbyemqmmwww.dmnm
differential effects of scoring methods. However, writing in difierent
modes and on different topics within mode did produce different
scores for individuals scored by rhetorical effectiveness scoring.

The following conclusions may be drawn from this study:
holistic-type and primary trait-type scoring methods are both reliable
and have qsoful purposes for testers and teachers, because they
produce significantly different scores on the same papers of groups of
studpnts. they should not be compared without qualification. ¥
choices of topics are given on writing tests for graup purposes such
as large scale assessment or research, topics should all elick the
same mode and should be equated in domain of content and distance
from the writer. Writing tests for purpoess such as achisvement,
admission, placement, or competency should require students to
write on more than one topic to mitigate injustice to individuale.




MICROCOMPUTER PROGRAMMED REMEDIATION OF
SPECIFIC READING AND WRITING SKILLS DEFICIENCIES IN
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS OrderNo. DABS 18083

Cannien, Stuant ives. Pu.D. University of South Florida. 1985 156pp.
Mayor Professor: Herb Karl

The purpose of this study was to examine the relative effectiveness
of various forms of microcomputer programmed resding and writing
shills remadiation exercises in comparison 1o printed axercises
containng remediation items identical 1o those in the microcomputer
programs. The context was set by Florida's State Student Assessment
Test (SSAT), which measures skilis mastery in relation 10 a set of
mmimum performance stancards The sampie consisted of one public
secondary school's students who eshibitad SSAT skills deficiencies
and were assigned to remediation labs or compensatory education
classes. depending on the severity of deficiency. Four treatments
were devised: printed exercise (PE), microcomputer-no reinforcement
(MN). microcompu-ter-graphics reinforcement (MG) and
microcomputer-verbal reinforcement (MV). Dependent variables
ncluded student SSAT performances on one reading skill and one
wriling skill, measurec by a postiest and by a retention test three
wasks after the treatment.

ANOVA was the principal statistic procadure. Pianned
comparisons were structured using Bonferroni (Dunn) i tests on the
following combinations: (1) printed exercise (PE) vs microcomputer
traaiments (MN-MG-MV), (2) nonreinforcing treatments (PE-MN) va.
reinforcing treatments (MG-MV); as well as (3) graphics
renforcement (MG) vs. verbal reinforcement (MV).

Tests on the writing measures revealed significant treatment
sffects on the postiest and retention test. Planned comparisons on
the writing measures reveaied the following: microcomputer
treatments evoked significantly greater gains than printed exercises;
aiso, the reinforc.ng treatments evoked significantly greater gains
then the nonreinforcing treatments. There were no significant
diflerences between graphic and verbal reinforcement treatments, nor
warg there any significant effects on the reading measures.

Major implications for future rasearch and practice are that
microcomputers, especially when used with programmed
reinforcanent, appeer 10 be visbie classroom instrumeds for
promoting paing in mastery and retention of cerisin communications
Sulbskilis within the context of remediation progrems.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
COGNITIVE STYLE AND REVISED COMPOSITIONS OF
FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS Order No. DAB5 180878

Casey, Ror aLo W, Eo.D. 8ali State University, 1985. 88pp. Advieer:
Ebert L. Miller

The purpose of this study was to examine the effect of revision and
no-revigion upon the quantity and quality of written expression of
fourth grade students. The study was additionally designed to observe
# the relstionship between the above variables was affected by a third
varigble, cognitive style.

Deata from 120 fourth grade students was analyzed in a two-way
muttivariats analysis of variance. One independent variable consisted
of two lgvels: revision/no-revision. The other independent variable,
cognitive style, consisted of four lgveis: refliective, fast/accurate,
impulsive, siow/inaccurate. Equal numbers of subjects of each of the
four levels of cognitive style were randomiy assigned to revision or
no-revigion levels.

There was no significant difference between non-revised and
reviesd compogsitions across all dimensions of cognitive style
conaidering the length and quality of the written product as the
rriteria for performance. Revised compositions were neither
significantly longer nor rated significantly higher in quality than non-.
revised ¢

There was no significant difference between the cognitive style of
shudents when composition length was examined. No category of
cognitve style wrote significantly ionger compositions than any cther

Q

Howaver, wiien the rated quality of the comaoeitions was
considered, there were two Jifferences ocbeerved among
the cognitive style groups. Students with a fast/accurats cognitive
style wrote compositions that were rated significantly higher in quality
then students who had an impuisive style. Aiso, fast/accurate
students wrote significantly better compositions than students with a
slow/inecurate cognitive style. Reflective students did not difer
significantly from any other group.

The procedures used in this study to require fourth grade students
10 rev .88 their compositions might not have provided for stimuli 0
excesd the assumed revising that occurs during the writing process
itsall. However, this study providec some support to the position that
individual differences in processing infcrmation, i.e., cognitive style,
had an effort on written expression.

THE EFFECT OF WRITING UPON GOOD AND POOR
WRITERS' LEARNING FROM PROSL. Order No. DASS0S262

CoraLax, KATHLEEN ANN, Pu.D. The University of Texas at Austin,
1984. 184pp. Supervisor: Julie Jensen

This study investigated the effectiveness of a writing activily which
required students to develop cc mpositions, synthesizing inforw. - Jon
read. Thre research questions and accompanying subsidiary
questions were addressed. The first question focused upon whether
the writing activity, as compared 1o othar learning activities, would
promote students’ leaming of information read. The second question
dealt with whether the writing and other learning activities would
difterentially affect the leaming of good and poor writers, The third
question concerned examining correspondences between
characteristics of students’ writing performances and their
subsequent performances on measures of learning.

Oata wers collected in classrooms of 120 sixth-graoe students
indenttfied as average readers and either good or poor vriters. The
subjects were randomly assigned to one of four treatment conditions.
(1) writing activity, (2) multiple-choice question activity, (3) directed
rereading activity, or (4) unrelated sctivity (control condition). On
each of three consecutive days, students read an informative pessage
pertaining to the unfamiliar topic to be learned and then performed a
follow-up activity according to treatment condition. On a fourth day,
sudents were given two tests to measure their learning. The first test
was designed to measure transier of learning; the second, memory of
factual informatior. For sach test, a two-way analysis of varience snd
Newman-Keuls post hoc tests were performed on the data obtained.
The results reveaied that students in the writing activity group
performed significantly better than students in the other treetment
conditions on both tests. Moreover, the relative effectiveness cf the
writing and other learning activities was similar for ¢ yod and poor
writers.

Additional data were obtained from the compositions produced by
students in the writing activity group. The compositions were awarded
$COres On pertinent characteristics of writing performance. These
characteristics ser ed as the predictor variabies for the regression
analysis performed on each test. The results indicated that
characteristics of students’ writing performance played a role in both
types of learning measured. However, correspondences batween the
characteristics and lsarning varied in strength, appearing to be
sifectad by the interdependence of the nature of the writing task, the
characteristic(s) under consideration, and the type of leaming tested.




TOWARD A PEDAGOGY OF REWRITING
OrderNo. DA8S08372

CurLin, Roxanng Mane, Pu.D. Bowling Green State University, 1984.
198pp. Adviser: Alice Calderonetio

The purpose of this dissertation has been to provide some of the
initial groundwork for a pedagogy of revision. As it is unlikely that any
single researcher will come up with a coherent, conprehensive,
theoretically sound, practical pedagogy, | envision my work to be an
effort foward that goal.

in my study of research and theory of writing, linguistics, and text
Inguistics, | have noted that these disciplines inform one another. in
recard 10 a pedagogy of revision, recent work in text linguistics is
especially useful because it offers a coherent method for discussing
qualities of taxtuslity, especisily in regard to how readers and writers
interact with texts.

In this study | have examined current theory/research on four
dimenalons of textuglity--authors, readers, texts, and content--and
have pointed to specific text linguistic theories which iltumine our
wderstanding of these dimensions of textuality. Specifically, | have
focused on what thy intersection of current composition theories with
ot linguistic theories lends to our understanding of the rewriting
process and what the implications such an intersection are for a
compreiwnaeive pedagopy of revision.

A STUDY OF THE IMPACT OF A SPECIAL WRITING
FROGRAM ON THE READING AND WRITING ACHIEVEMENT
OF GATES STUDENTS IN A NEW YORK CITY JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL REMEDIATION PRCGRAM  OrderNo.DA8S510133

Donowue, CrnisTing, Eo.D. Columbie University Teachers College,
1985. 134pp. Sponsor: Dorothy S. Strickiand

Below average readers have difficulty expressing ideas in writing,
yot ressarch suggests that the developmer.t of writing skills may
enhance reading and language achievement. This study attempted to
provide additional data regarding the area of writing/reading
relationships of students in a special remedial program. it was
expected that reading and writing achievement would increase with
the uee of a structured writing program which focused on spesking
and reading activies and which emphasized the imporance of

Hyputhesis. A communication arts program requiring increased
writing time will contribute significantly to the improvement of reading
and writing a~hievement. )

Procedures. Six seventh grade Promctional Gates classes totaling
120 students were selected for this research. Sixty-one students
remained at the and of the study, thirty-five from ghe experimental
group and twenty-six from the control group. Dur[ng thq twelve-week
study, the control group devoted approximately eighty-five minutes
per week in writing activities and the experimental group
approximatefy 250 minutes.

Pre- and post-test reading data were collected in January and
April 1983 from the California Achievement Test. Data from the
vocabulary and reading comprehension subtests were compared.
Writing performance was determined by comparing the results 10 the
New York City Public Schools Writing Test administered in November
1682 and April 1883,

Summary ol Findings. An analysis of covariance revealed a
significant F ratio beyond the .05 level, favoring the control group in
vocabulary. The same anaiysis showed no significant difference
between the groups in reading comprehension. Analysis of
covariance of the results of the Writing Test revealed a significant F
ratio beyond the .01 lavel favorin the experimental group in writing.

Implications. Test results for the experimental group showed a
dramatic increase in writing achievement and a significant growth in
reading comprehension. The control group exhibited a significant
increase in vocabulary development due to increased time spent on
vocabulary activities.

Mesuits indicate that more lime spent on specific learniny activities
increass ieracy skilie in that srea and that below average readers
-?nw in highly structured writing activities can improve reading
Y __vement and writing abilty.

THE TRANSACTIVE-DEVELOPMENTAL WRITING PROCESS:
AN INSTRUCTIOWAL THEORY IN RESPONSE TO
COMPETENCY TESTING OrderNo. DABS 14516

Eoxw, WAYNe ScoTT, PH.D. Indlana University of Penr syivanie, 198S.
151pp. Chairman: Patrick Hartwell

This study offers an instructional theory in response to rnandated
competency tests, especially on the secondary level. it is founded on
the developmental principles of cognitive psychology as well as the
Qenerative linguistic view of language production. This theory has
three central points summarized as follows' (1) Competency feating,
by fnecessity, raquires a narrow view of what writing is, especially ¥
typical test items became the source for instructional p'arning.
Tlvwgrgout this study, | argue that teachers unfamiliar with cuerent
composition theury are likely 1o rely cn ¢ npetency testing
fnmqvorks for their instructional modet. (2) The general population‘a
perceived need for student and tsacher accountability has resulted in
programs whose products can be measured. Consequently,
iw.atructional programs are often built on unsupportable skills models.
in direct relation to this issue, this atudy aiso addresses the subjects
of grammar and mechanics instruction, suggesting that these
concerns be deait with in the context of student writing, rot abstract
rules. (3) The Transactive-Developmental mode! of writing provides

fera sophisticated composing process, one which is transferable
from school-oriented tasks to the ful range of writing possibilities.
This approach is intenced to aid student discovery and leaming
mh por ”:(:'O:'lbm curricutum,

it study presents other political and pedagogical
issues yolgvantto competency based instruction, stressing :gw
Poquvtst instruction programs: (1) fail to ectually improve student
wriing; (2) promote afaulty sense of student improvetnent;
(3) support a skills mode! paradigm whose foundation offers little or

mmcﬁondoxmwimmmngmorm
concerns of suce.aasful writers.

LITERACY: THE PATHWAY FROM SLAVERY TO FREEDOM
OrderNo. DA8512342

Eprs, Janis Coomas, A.D. The University of Michigan, 1985. 135pp.
Chairman: William Alexander

This study is an examination of the misaducation of Black students
in.Am-rican classrooms, specifically class:ooms in Atianta, Georgia.
it is historical to the axtent that probiems Black students have with
8cquiring literacy and directly relatad 1o the opprassion experienced
by their forefathers and more subtle oppression which continues to
exiat today. The study shows that the masses of Black students
continue to be victims of miseducation.-that through no fault of their
own they have been misused by the educational and economic
conditions of the American system. As a resuit of this misuse, these
students have particular leaming difficulties. The grimary purpose of
this study, then, is to show that these difficulties can be overcome by
addressing the dual needs for literacy and a critical understanding of
the reality of Black life in America.

Chapter | examines the varioua ways thet miseducation continues
to function in Americar classrooms, and shows how miseducation
contributes to the poor writing abilities of Black. students. Chapter II
examines the way writing has typically been taught and shows that
writing asseasment measures like the Georgia Regents' Examination
may not be accurate incicaters of writing ability. Chapter Il traces the
@rowth and development of an effective wiiting program at Atianta
Junier College, and Chapter IV suggests various teaching strategies
which heip Black students to achieve literacy.



ANALYSIS OF THE PEER CONFERENCES OF UPPER

ELEMENTARY WRITERS OrderNo. DA8BS09544

Fuen, JacaueLing LESSARO, Eo D. University of Massachusetts, 1885.
168pp. Director: Masha Ruoman

This study of the peer conferences of upper elementary writers
emanated from the work of Donald H. Graves. The 28 subjects were
identfied as gifted 4th, Sth, and 6th graders who worked one day
sach week in a half year course entitied “The Writing Process.”

Teachers modeled reaponses to student writing and students were
free to hold conferences as nesded. Three recording stations were
created in each classroom. Data conaisted of the transcriptions of 83
conferences and student writing folaers. The students read m
texts, ex “ored topics, questioned meaning, and expreagd their
feslings. Some discussed word choice, action, point of view and the
organization of information. Clusters were identified, lqalned. coded
and wvierpreted in order to describe tehavioral categories and
func'ions in peer conferences. The behaviors of writers were
differentiated from those of the peer/readers. ]

The findings include the following: (1) Just as the energy to write
comes fro.n the child, the energy to confer about writing aiso corves
from the child. (2) The modeling of teacher responses to student
writing is easily learned by elementary students and enabies {ham to
provide an instructional scaffold for each other. (3) Students
engaged in peer conferences discuss aspects of the writing process
Mnmmmmmdmm«)_ The
interaction between peers in conferences provides meaninglul

allective support to the students. (3) Student writers who confer
ongage actively in all of the language arts.

COMPARISON OF FRESHMAN COMPOSITION COURSES BY
TELECOURSE AND ON-CAMPUS SECTIONS
OrderNo. DA8S 5258

Fummema, ANiTa JANE, E0.D. Oklahoma State University, 1984. 60pp.
Adviesr: Waynne B. James

Scope and Mothod of Study. The purpose of the studv was to
compare the grades earned in Freshman Composition ! and !l by
telecourse and on-campus students. The study sought to answer
questions corcerning grade comparisons of students in telecourse
sacticns to on-campus sections; refationships between Compeosition !
and Il grades, between established gr. @ point averages (GPA‘).'
previous college hours attempted, and student age to Composition |
grades; an' resulting enroliment status of students who withdrew
from Composition |.

The subijects for the study were Tuisa Junior Callege (TJC)
students from 1980-1882 who were enrolled in telecourse and on-
campus sections taught by the same instructors. During that poriod of
time, 323 students were enrolied in telecourses and 213 in on-campus
sactions. The study was based upon student demographic data and

Aindings and Conclusions. The major difference in grade rcsults
occurred because of the higher attrition rate in telecourse
Compasition | and 11. A higher percentage of on-Campus students
sarned gradet in the "C" range. When computing a mean GPA for
compieters, tslecourse students performed better than on-campus
students. While no significant difference in grade results was found
between the two groups in Composition |, a significant difference was
‘aund between the two groups in Composition ii. A higher percentage
of on-campus students terminated enroilments at TJC after falling or
withdrawing from Composition I. No significent relationships were
found between Composition | grades and eatablished GPA of hours
attempied. A comparison by age group within the telecourse group,
indicated oider shudents performed significantly betier than younger
studens.

THE TEACHING OF WRITING FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF
SECONDARY ENGLISH TEACHERS OrderNo. CA8512409

Ganonen, Susan SANDERS, Pu.D. The University of Michigan, 1985.
254pp. Chairman: Loren S. Barritt

The purpose of this study is to describe four English teachers who
teach writing to junior high and hizh school students. Using
sthnographic methods, | observed and in’erviewed each teachar from
thves (o six weeks as he/she taught writing. From the interviews ard
classroom observations, | created a portrzit of each teaci.ar. The
poriraits capture the teachers’ philosophies of teaching writing, their
undergraduate preparation for teaching, their views of themselives as
writerg, the 'ypes of assignments they make, their marking practices.
how they handis the paper load, and the rewards of teaching writing. |
then ca‘egorized and analyzed the data for predominant themes.

Threa salient themes smerged from the analysis: “freedom and
control,” "uncertainty,” end "tho teacher's view of a student's mind.”
The first theme refiects a paradox. On one hand, teachers try to
pre ide a creative atmusphere, but on the other, they feei the need 10
structure the writing situation. "Uncertainty,” the second theme,
orises from the difficuity of knowing about the success of their
allempts. Teachers want to accomplish something and know their
siudents have achieved. Consequently, they carefully set up
assignments and spent hours marking papers to give themseives a
ssnee of worth. Finally, teachers' views of their students' minds affect
how they teach. Teachers teach "standard” students differsntly from
those thought to be more advanced: bright, “advanced” students go
through an extensive writing process whereas "standard™ students
perticipate in an abridgad process.

The three themes merge in a complex web. The problem of
freedom and control appears as teachers express their uncertainty
about what students are capable of doing and what they have heiped
students to achieve. it a teacher feels leas threatened, he/sha will rigk
students assuming more control of their learning. A more anxious
Wwecher exerts more control and thus, demonstrates a more cynical
view of students’ abilities.

Teachers of writing need to balance these pervasive themes in
their teaching. One way is 1o join the community of writers with
students. Thus, writing becomes a meaningful "teaching” and
“learning " experience for both students acd teachers.

COMMUNITY COLLEGE DEVELOPMENTAL WRI. NG
COURSES: A STUDY OF STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND
PERSISTENCE Order No. DA8S09931

Gremvw000, ELaine A, E0.D. The University of Fiorida, 1984. 140pp.,
Chairman: Al Smith

The purpose of this study was 1o evaluate Valencia Community

College's (Florida) develvpmental writing program in terms of student

tand persistence. The study contrasted the periormance
of students wio zompleted a classroom devsiopmental course, who
compieted an individualized developmental course, who avoided
laking a developmental writing course, and who did not need a

tal writing course. The iast part o/ the study contrasted
ths performance of older and younger developmental course
completers.

Four student samples (developmental classroom students,
developmental individualized instruction students, developmental
avoiders, and high scorers) were randomly drawn from tail 1980
college entrants grouped by English placement test scores and first
semestir Engiish course. Achievement was measured by grades in a
developmental course, grades in Freshman Composition |, and
cumuistive grade point average (GPA). Persistence was measured by
cumopletion of a developmental writing course, completion of
Freshman Composition |, number of semesters enrolled, number of
credits earned, and attainment of an associste degres over eleven
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The study showed no significant differences on any measure
between developmentai ciaseroom compisters ard individualized
courss compisters. Developmental course compieters did have a
significantly higher cumulative GPA than did developmental avoiders.
No significant differen~es occurred on all cther measures even
though the advoiders had tlightly stronger entry-level writing skills
than the deveiopmental students. High scorers, who entered with
strong writing skills, achieved significantly higher grades and earned
more aasociate degrees than did developmental completers; but
d.vdopmpntal compieters equalled high scorers in Freshman
Composition | completion, number of semesters enrolied, and number
of credits carned. Older developmental course compieters achieved
significantly higher cumuistive GPAs than did younger developmental
siudents, but age had no effect on the other messurve.

Recomsnendations included thet the Florida Department of
Education shouid investigate the feasibility of a statawide evaluation
model for developmental courses, given the current state-manuated
eniry-level placement and sophomors testing programs; that students
should not be denied sccess to developmental writing courses on ine
wdfzwmmmmumu
Valencis 1o determine recently upgraded developments) wriling
curriculum has improved student achisvement and persistence.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOURNALISTIC WRITING STYLES
Order No. DA8S09008

Heman ez-GonzaLsz, Sitviano, En.D. University of Houston, 1984.
202pp. Co-Chairmen; Larry W. Hughes, Stewart North

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship true
impact of theory and practice in the learning of journalistir. genres.
This was coaducted in the School of Journalism of the Autonomous
University of Guadalajara.

Two groups ware compared. Both groups received the same
theoretic knowledge about the structures of journalistic genres but
group A aiso did practice work on a newspaper that was edited at the
University for citywide circulation, The newspaper has professional
characteristics, surpassing the quelity of a typical university paper.

Members of both groups were giwen 3 assignments; each one on
the journalistic structures and genves. Theae assignments were
judged on their contant and their jourmnalistic format. The judgment
was made by 10 journaliatic experts using the Thursione scale. There
wes a scale of 7 PoiMs: +3, ¢2, « 1, neutrl, -1, -2, and -J.

NMdmmmmmm&wmpAm
more extensive and numesous than thoss of group 8. Half of th
errors oresented by group A in their assignments were
mecanographic and technical; as group B showed more fauits of all
kinds.

The revision of the values showed a significant difference at the
0.08 level in 83 of the 83 items examined. This difference was
tavoratile for group A, in all instances. .

The analysis indicated that those students who were given both
theoretical and practical training had higher motivation level: and

more technical knowiedge. They also more resdily
the structure of journalistic genres and styles.
et e T o b
varied difficulty. ou
was the easiest was the "Newspaper Report with a Conventional
Lead”; the mo.tdlfﬂeunot:‘:dm was the "Newspaper Report with a
Mit Lead™ and the “Editorial™.

The general conclusion was that the most effective method for the
lsaming and teaching of journalistic genres is a combination of thsory
and praciice. ;> was recommended that those in charge of teaching
Joumaiistic genres, take into accoumt the dWerence degress of
@ficulty thet the journalistic genres and their styles present.

IToxt Provided by ERI

ERIC

THE CREATION OF AN INDEPENDENT STUDY MODULE FOR
DEVELOPING WR_.TEN COMMUNICATION SKILLS.
[RECORD OF STUD(] OrderNo. DABS17787

HumsLe, SusanLea, Ep.D. Tzxas A&M University, 1085. 328pp.
Chairman: Duvid Er.andson

The pu-pose of this study was 10 Create an independent stus s
module that prospective or practicing school administratois could use
to strengthen their written communication skills. A diagnogiic pretest
in the form of an in-basket exercise was administerad to thirty-one
interns who volunteered to participaie in this study. These interns
were then divided into three groups based upon gsographic proximity
to one another. Group A. composed of eleven interns, became the
subjects of this study.

Following the scoring of the pretests by a panel of judges, Group A
underwent a period of remediation. This remediation followed two
distinct, but complemantary, strategies. One strategy was group
meetinJs used to emend deficit areas common to the group. Each of
the mestings was designed to cover one of three remediation
techniques: distancing, modeiing, processing. Second, individuat
conlerences were heild to provide instruction in areas not common o
the group. The frequency and emphasis of the conferencs s varied
according to individua! need.

At the end of six months each of the thirty-one interns received an
alternate form of the diagnostic test as the post-test These were
judges oy the same panei of six iIndividuals who had graded the

The results of the study indicated that deficit areas in the written
communication of schoo! administrators can be quickly and
sccuraiely dizgnosed. In addition, once identified they can be
remediaied through a combination of the three techniques
{distancing, modeling, processing). Data gained from the group
meetings and individual conferences proved to be particularly usetul.
These data reinforced the tindings of the pretest concerning severity
and type of errors. provided the basis for revision of the originel
criteria for judging, and identified the materials and techniues %0
which the interns responded.

Al of this information was analyzed and used to create an
independent s\udy modulw. The draft of the roduie will undergo
further fieid testing and revision.

THE EFFECT OF TASK STRUCTURE ON ESSAY RATINGS:
AN INFORMATION-PROCESSING STUDY OF DIRECT
WRITING ASSESSMENT Order No. DABS 10888

JONKing, JerFrey, ErD. Rutgers University The State U. of New Jersey
{New Brunswick), 1885. 108pp. Chairperson: Joel Cadwell

The rating of writing samples has become an integrai part of the
measurement of student writing ability. The rationale for this “direct”
measurement is quite simple, yet compelling: it we wish to see how
well 2 student writes, we should examine a sample of his or her
writing. Unfortunately, the simplicity of this view overiooks the
compiexity involved in rating an essay; that is, the cognitive processes
required for reading, comprehending, evaluating, and rating an essay
have not been given sufficient treatment in research on writing
sssesament. Specification of these cognitive processes is nesded
belore essay ratings can be accepted as "direct” measures of student
writing ability.

The present study focused on ‘he reader as the measuring
instrument of direct writing assessment. Borrowing from research in
judgment and decisionmaking as well 85 the schema-based approach
1o reading comprehension, this work sought to specify the role of
readers’ schemata for textual content and organization, as well as
schemata for sentence etructure and mechanics, in forming a
cognitive representation of the text. it was postulated that this
representation forms the basis of subsequent holistic ratings.

Within an Information-processing framework, an experimental
study was devised to assess the effects of organizational and
mechanical essay characteristics on ihe ratings produced under
daurent tagk conditions. The information.processing approach
suggested et readers cognitively represent essays In various ways
“apending on the nature of the evalustive iask. The results indicated
that this was not the case; rather, regasciess of the purpose for
making the ratings, readers relied primarily on organizational aspects
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10 make their

7ngs. In addition, the fndings that a single set of ganeral

cognitive processes sould account for the effects observed.
Previous to this, e« studies have examined direct wi .ting

FIRST GRADE WRITING: A CASE 5TUDY OF THE
EFPECTIVENESS OF PERSONALIZED STAFF DEVELOPMENT
AS A MEANS OF IMPLEMENTING CHANGE IN THE
MNSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM Order No. DAB518628

Knws, Tom Rag, Pu.D. Indiana University, 1885. 244pp.
Cheirperson: Jame_ . Waiden

The purpose of the study was to investigate the effectiveness of an
indivicugitzed staff development model which called for the principsl
10 assist a competent teacher implement the process approach to
writing in a first grade classroom. This model became personalized
when the principal responded to the teacher's skilts, interests, and
nouds a8 they related to change in the instructional program. The
principal in this study was &iso the researcher. Consequently, this
feserch necords a case studly of the teacher's evolving approach to
. wiiing and the principal’s rols &3 a change agent. Data were
collected through classroom observations, field journals,
ooreapondencs, and interview notes. The riata were analyzed
through a process of categorizing, naming, and summarizing the
various fopics

The findings suggested personalized staft development is an
eiicient way to implement instructional change. Participation in the
len required a major commitment of time. But both participants were
abis fo menage that without radically altering routine responsibilities.
No single person or event caused the changas; instead, changes were
atriduted 1o the cumulative effects of consultants, collecques,
worighep activities and reagings. Througheut the Study, the teacher
implamented whet had perasonal meaning fer her. When other
S6ANTE were piven the eplion 10 panicipete In parts of the
anmmww.m
part-tme faculty; (3) upper-level sdministrators, in particuler, reject
he nolic..2 of tenure for pert-Uimers; (4) administrators do not fesl it
acessary to inform part-time facurty when they will not be rehired;
{S) grievance mechanisms are not generally available to part-time
faculty; (8) standards for performance evaluations are not published;
(7) legal counes! iz seen as a reviewer of policy rather than active in
i development; and finally (b, most administrators do feel
responsible for affirmatt '@ action considerations but few report actual
input into policy formy*. tion on these iszues.

The major conclusicn drawn from the study is that Pennsylvanie’s
community coleges are not currently applying affirmative actior:
oonsiderations in dealing with their part-time faculty. Obviou. ey
270 Aot angaging a strategy of proventive law in dealing with the pert-
e sagmont of their staffs. This would lead to the addlionsl
consiusion thet a strong potentiel for legal challenges exists.

THE EFFECTS OF THE MICROCOMPRUTER WORD
PROCESSOR ON THE COMPOSITION SKILLS OF SEVENTH.
GRADE STUDENTS OrderNo. DA8517593

Lor, CanoLyn JeaniGan, E0.D. University of Montana, 1985. 138pp.
Directors: John J. Hunt, Beverly Ann Chin

The purpose of this study was to examine tha effects of the
microcomputer word p ocessor on the composition skills of seventh.
grade students. Over thirteen weeks, six composition assignments
were given to sixtesn classes, haif using paper and pencil and halt
using the word processing program Bank Street Writer to compose.
Al amignments were written . the pursuasive mode and specified the
author's rois, the author's audienca, the writing format, and the
discussion topic (RAFT). Ten students, five r..ales and five famales,
were randcmiy seiected from each of the classes. Thess students’
pretest a7 1 two posttest compositicns were analytically scored by
indepen:nt readers on four indices' development, organizatien,
diction. Jyle and mechanics/usage. ndividual scores as well a8 class
means on the four indices and on th¢ total analytic score of each of
the tast compositions wers used to compare the two groups. Thees
9CONSs were also used to determine if sex, language arts achigvement
font acore, aftitude toward writing, or previous exposure to
microcomputers affected the method of composition. Data were
anaiyzed using the Stat/stical Package for the Social Sciences*. The
08 level of probability was seiected for all analyses.

Resesarch findings indicated that the method of composition did
not affect the total analytic scores, the organization index, or the
diction/style index. On the development index, students using the
microcomputer word processor scored higher *van students using
peper and pencil. On the second posttest for which all studants used
paper and pencil, the contral ciasses scored higher on the
mechanics/usage index.

$e did not seem to affect the method of composition. in the
experimental group, femaies scored higher than males. Language arnts
achisvement test scores wers the best predictors of how students
would acore on the cosiipositions. Regardiess of the composition
mathod, students with more positive attitudes toward writing scored
better than students wit™ more negative attitudes toward writing.
Stugients in the experimes 4al group with less previous exposure to
miorecompulers scored better than students with more previous
SNPOLUre 10 MICTOCOMPUANTS, but no interaction was found.

TEACHERS' RESPONSE TO STUDENTS' WRITING: A
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROCESS AS TEACHING, PROBLEM-
SOLVING, READING, AND COMPOSING

OrderNo. DA8510764

McCracxen, NaNCy MeLLIN, Pu.D. New York University, 1985. 382pp.
Chair: John S. Mayher

This research addresses three major questions: (1) How do
experienced composition teachers read and write responses to
students’ writing? (2) How can *he response process be ansiyzed?
(3) What does an increasad understanding of the respc.ise process
suggest about the possibilities for improving the effectiveness of
teacher commentary? Rhetorically effective comments are defined as
thaese which meet H. P. Grice’s (1975) maxims for discourse whose
primary purpose is “the maximally eflective exchange of information,”
i.e., comments that are sufficient, vaiid, relevant, and perspicuous.
The commenting process is analyzed from four perspectives: as
waching; as problemsolving; as reader-response; and as writien
discourss. Research and theory from the four perspectives are used
%0 build a theoretical model of the commenting process. Four
axperienced composition teachers, representing two different
composition programs, were selected for the study. Think-a:2u
protocols recording the teachers’ commenting on a set of their class-
pepers and on an anonymuus control-paper were obtained from each
perticipant. Follow-up interviews were conducted to determing how
the participants construe their commenting task. The commenting
protocols are analyzed in light of the interviews to determine what
eaoh participant actually does in marking a set of student
oL “positions, and how the participants’ commenting processss
relate 10 their ientions. A major finding of the study is that the
commenting processas utiiized by the parlicipants do not often
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intentions. Each of the participants
has developed a macro-sysiem for processing student papers, but the
2ystems differ across participants with regard to teaching construct,
reading stance, use of rhetorical strategies in composing, and
swarensss and utilization of problem-solving strategies. Two
important methodological findings are (1) thatthe Gricean maxims.
8 eiaborated by composition theory and research, can be used to
rate the theoretical effectiveness of a teacher's commentary and to
identify specific aspects of the commentary that warrant further
investigation; and (2) that commenting preiocols are a rich source of
data for teachers and researchers ineresied in studying the
offectivensss of teacher respones to student taxts.

THE WRITING ASSESSMENT PROGRAM OF MERCER
UNIVERSITY'S COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
Order No. DA8512468

Marmews, Frances Dace, Pu.D. The University of Michigan, 1985.
M1pp. Chairman: Charles F. Leshmann

In 1981, the Collsge of Liberal Arts of Mercer University, Macon,

conjunetion, the composition
to help improve the writing ability of incoming students, sspecially

heee with serious writing probisms. This dissertation is an account of
the development of a writing assssement program and the evaluation
of the two piiot years of that program.

The College's General Education Committes needed data in order
o redesign the freshman composition curriculum. Two individuals
were given the responsibliity of assessing the writing ability of the
incoming freshman clasa of 1881 to gather this information. Those of
vs amsigned to this task immediately decided that it was essential %o
judge students’ writing samples, but we had to devise not only a
means for acquiring thoss sampies but also a method for evaluating
hem. The evaluation system we designed has continued to be used
8 a placement model.

ARhough we searched the literature thoroughly, we were unable to
find an assessment model that we could use intact. As a result, we
had 10 design an entire assessment and placement system, including
on anaiytic scoring model. This dissertation, in addition io evaluating
the assessment program, aiso includes the steps that we went
trough In designing our program. "he steps may be applicable for
other schools undertaking the crec « ~ or revision of a writing
w>3mement program.

in evaluating the effectiveness of the program, such measures nt
sludent success as freshman year grade point average and grade in
freshman composition are analyzed. in this study, students are
{rouped in ssveral ways, such as according to writing leve! based on
thoir writing sampie and the fieshman composition course they began
L

Tha da*e indicate that this assessment model groups students in
writie) lovels that differ from those produced by using standardized
st scores or by using high school grade point average. Some
sudents who were piaced by the model, however, performad better
hen weuld have been expected, 30 further evaluation and revision of
e assssament sysiem will continue.

LEGAL WRITING PERSPECTIVES: DELAWARE RESEARCH
Order No. DA3512042

MiLLER, FRANKIE FickLING, Pu.D. Indiana University of Pannsyivania,
984. 159pp. Chairman: James DeGeorge

This study of Delaware’s iegal writing--trom opinions < Supreme
Court Justices to those of third-year law students--supp s
modification of traditional legal writing Style. The goal is clearer
writng for specific audiences although changes suggested by this
‘wsearch may not be as exiensive as those endorsed by some plain
lenguage enthusiasts. The major characteristics of good legal writing
e brevity, clarity, and organization according to inlerviews with five
categories of the Delaware law community. These positive
characteristics promote increased readability for the audience.
However, this improved readability does not eliminate the nesd for
legal terminology based on the philosophy of precedence in the
practice of law.

Teaching basic composition skills beiore law school is the most
practical solution for good legal writing. Another solution is more
sfective writing courses in law school. Traditionally, lawyers have
lsernad writing from a mentor within a iaw firm, but this method hes
become less feasible with Delaware's Bar Association me
doubling wiithin the past five ycars. From the legal community'a
perspective, improving legal writing in Delaware requires precise
lenguage which is appropriate for the particular audience Those
interviey. Xd recommended more effective writing classes in law
schoo, including a "Writing Across the Curriculum™ philosophy.
fm ressarch possibilities for the topic of legal writing
improvement include improved legal writing curriculum, legal
diacourse analysis, readability studies, and identification of models fer
good legal writing.

A RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF TEACHER COMMENTARY ON
STUDENT TEXTS OrderNo. DASS 18904

Mongan, MaRGARET MORRELL, Pi.D. The Ohio State University, 1985.
212pp. Adviser: James L. Battersby

Emgirical ressarch has shown very little correlation between the
commentt, teachers write on student papers and subsequent
improvement in student writing. This study attempts to account for
this reported lack of effectiveness by analyzing rhetorically three
types of teacher comments: intormative, deliberative, and epideictic.
inlormative commentary informs students of their errors. Deliberative
commentary makes recommendations for future action. Epideictic
commentary offers a personal response to the substance of the text.
These types are based upon the categories of discourse deacribed by
Arigtotie in the Rhetoric. Each category has aiso been considered in
mm to the audienca and function categories described by James

Using Lioyd Bitzer's concept of rhetorical situation, John Searie’s
analysis of speech acts, and Anistotie’s notion of enthymemic
reg-oning, it is shown that teacher commentary can lack effectivensss
in ot loast three ' vays: (1) in terma of the modification of a peresived
onigonce, (2) i . wrms of understanding an iMended mesning, and
€3) In terme o being persuaded by implicit or explickt argumentation.

Commants the of easays e discussed with
ans b Karevath Burka's conceotof form. i ks conciuded e
teachers tend to use the describable features of conventional forms

a8 fned extrinsic evaluative criteria, and that thase criteria alone are
insulicient means for determining the worth of an essay. The use of
such criteria must be preceded by a recognition of the individual form,
pumoes, or intent of the essay. Epideictic commentary supplies such
a recognition of intrinsic worth. Jecause of its basis in shared valuer
rather *han perceived differences in vaiues, epideictic commentary
has 2 grestest polendial for providing sufficient motivation for
studervs 1o effect changes in their writing ber.avior.
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EFPECTS OF ASSIGNMENT ON WRITING QUALITY AND
LEXICAL COHESION AT FOUR GRADEZ LEVELS

Order No. DAR508328
Ouven, EiLeen Iscorr, Pu.D. The University of Texas at Austir., . .24,
202pp. Supervisors: Edmund J. Farrel, Stephen P. Witte

This study examined the relationship of assignment topic, purpose
and audience to writing quality and use of lexical cohesion in essays
written by selected students in seventh, ninth, and eleventh grades,
and college freshmen. The variables of more and less specific
information on topic, purpose and audience were manipulated
simuRaneously to determine their separate and combined effects on
writing quality and lexical cohesion.

Sixty-four writing samples, ona high-ratad essay and one low-rated
essay from each of tha eight assignment groups at four grade levels,
ware chosen for analysis. Four raters trained in holiatic evaluation
fechniques scored essays in two separate sessions.

Analysis of variance was used to determine the effects of grade
tavel and more or less specific information about assigament writing.
Essays were also examined on the basis of words and lexical ties per
T-unk, total number and frequency of spacific lexical ties per essay,
and an index of lexical density.

in general, results indicate that essays produced from more
specific information about purpose, " complementary” amounts of
information about topic and audience, and "opposing” amounts of
irformation about purposs and audience were rated higher for most
isveis. Elgventh-grade writers willized rhetorical cues more than other
groups, while coliege freshmen used them less. Becsues of
maturation and/or training, coliege students were not as dependent

upon information in assignments as wers younger, less experienced

Total number of lexical ties increased with grade until the college
lovel whe-e fewe:, more sophisticated torms (e.g., synonyms and
collocath ) were used. Although lexical cohesion analysis yielded
modeat n.  .ts, the vaiue of this method is limited by the
pervasiveness of cohesive ties and the inability of cohesion analysis
10 ientily discourse-level unity.

The development differences among ages and the role of
sudiense raies questicns for further ressarch.

ATTITUDES OF PRINCIPALS TOWARD WRITTEN
COMPOSITION RESEARCH AND INSTRUCTIONAL
LEAGERSHIP PRACTICES ASSOCIATED WITH EFFECTIVE
WRITING PROGRAMS OrderNo. DA8S17401
Paniae, PatmciA R., Eo.D. University of San Diego, 196S. 215pp.
Oirecter: Robert L. Infantino

of this was to sssess the attitudes of principels
mmmmmmm conceming the teaching of writing.
The ssoond purpose of this study was to s30ees attitudes of principais
towerd he instructional leadership practice: which would be
easa Wil 10 the management of an effective school-wide writing
program. Sutjects were (N = 180) o'amentary and secondary
grinsipai from Sen Diego County, ¢ Jifornis. The questiennaire uag
for i shudly, “Principale’ Atitugies Aegarding Writien Compesition,
and o intarview scheduls were develeped by the ressercher based

mmtmtuwmmmmdm
mmdtomm\emmwwdwm.mnd
as a teacher and soministrator, 88X, pr

Results indicate that female principals demunstrated more positive
attitudes in respones 10 the questionnaire than did mule principals.
Principals with less than 5 years of administrative experience
expressed significantly more positive attitudes than principals with
more than 16 years of administrative experience. Analysis of
responses to the questionnaire items indicates that general
knowledge of the crisis in writing has promoted an awareness of the
nesd 10 improve student writing performance. However, a summary of
the reaponses indicates that only 1/3 of the principals responded witt
strongly heid attitudes which wouid be needed to initiate a program
reform. in 13 of the 40 questions a significant number of principsls
responded by indicating that they were “undecided.” The assumption
is that they lacked sufficient knowledge upon which to base a
res N8S.

wnplications of this study suggest written compaosition inservice
snd raining programs for principals are in order. Cuidelines are
suggested for the incorporation of the philosophy of the National
Writing Project (NWP) in the model for princips! training programs.
Recommendations for observational ressarch are made based on the
repults and limitations of this study.

A TEST OF TWO STRATEGIES: EFFECTS ON
PERFORMANCE AND PERCEIVED SELF-EFFICACY OF
STUDENTS IN A COMMUNITY COLLEGE ¥ 'RITING SKILLS
PROGRAM OrderNo. DAB509448

PauLsen, Katuieen East, Pu.D. University of California, Sante
Barbara, 1984. 179pp. Chairperson: Stewart B. Shapiro

This study looked at effects of two stretegies on the writing
periormance and perceived self-efficacy of students in a
developmental community college writing program. The two
strategies hypothesized to have a similar impact on students were:
(A} subliminal stimulation of symbiotic gratification and (8) mind
caiming. The (A) sirategy, originating in psychoanalytic research, had
been shown in four previous dissertation studies to boost
performance significantly with student populations. The (B) stratey,
coming out of behavioral and suggestopedic research, contained two
components, both of which had air2 been shown previously to
significantly enhance performance. Neither strategy had been used
with a community coliege population before. Both writing
performance and perceptions of seli-eflicacy of students in these
groups were compared with that of studentsin a (C) control sample
drawn from the writing skilla program from which the experimental
students were drawn.

Due to problems with recidivism, characteristic of the
developmental population under study, investigator was unable 1o
fully implement a comparison of the two strategies, which originally
had been planned. Students in both experimental conditions,
however, demonstrated significanty greater gains, than diq controlg,
on both writing performance and on perceptions of sell-efficacy.
Students in ol hres conditions demonsirated significant gains in
essay performance. Sudents in experimental condhions (A) and (B),
however, demonstrated significantly greater gsing. yet, than did the

controls. Students in both experimenial groups (A) and (B) also
demonstrated significant gains in efficacy compared to controls,
whose gaing on this variable were not significant.

Although the boosts demonstrated in experimental conditions (A)
and (B) were equivalent on both variables, the high mortality rate in
the (A) subliminal condition, made it impossible to attribute the gaine
for this group 1o treatment effect. Gaing in the (B) mind caiming
condition, however, probably were due to treatment. The
effectiveness of this briel, simple to implement, strategy with a
population of non-traditional underacademically prepared community
coilege students addressed two major issues, which were highlighted
in this atudy's review of the literature.
oull ) Somrablon behween sasas and oieasy damorsrasng

Y- ossay and y ing &
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PRODDING THE MUSE: THE LFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION WN
RHETORICAL NVENTION ON THE COMPOSING PROCESSES

OF NINTH GRADERS Order No. DASS09591
Penman, Bruce MarTin, E0.D. University of Massachusetts, 198S.
341pp. Director: Judithe Speidel

kwention is the rhetorical art of discovery. This inquiry examines
the role of invention in the composing of ninth graders and des- ribes
the effects on the composing procass of instruction in rhetosice
invention strategies. Forty-six studerils representing three ievels ¥
instructional grouping (basic, ztandard, and advanced) participated in
the ressarch, conducted at a regional junior high school in New
England. Participants were taught several heuristic (discovery)
procidures as part of a rmauired writing course. A variety of sources
was used to determine the ini.act of the instruction on their writing
processes: questionnaires administered before and sfter, field
observation of the students st work, and individual writing portiolios.
in addition, ten students selected for case studies engaged in a series
of interviews and oral-composing sessions.

The data analysis is presented in three stages. The first, which
relies mainly on concrete description. consists of detailed incividuai
profiles of three of the case-study participants. The second compares
these three students’ experiences and views to those of the remeining
ssven. The third stage, which utilizes formal methods of analysis 1o
svaluate some of the date, extends the discussion to the general
eyt obtained from all forty-aix participenis.

Examingtion ot the data gathered prior to instruction in heuristics
st wed that the perticipants did not ordinarily engage in deliberate

ssarches for ideas; they depended on ingpiration and suggestions
from othere. {Advanced-level writers exhibited more planning
behavior than members cf the other two classes.) in general, the
studonts’ composing procedures were haiting and cne-dimensional,
and their sense of control over their writing was limited.

Evidence obtained curing and after the instruction in invention
revealed several significant effects. Participants® uses of heuristics
viried widely, but students of ail ability lavels became more efficient
ond more effective in producing ideas. They engaged in more
defiberate searching and planning as well as more substantive
reformuiation. Cumposing became it both perception and practice a
more sell-directed activity. This outcome has broad implications for
he teaching of writixg acroes the curriculum.

WRITING PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION: A COMPARISON
STUOY OF FORMAL AND INSTRUCTIONAL CURRICULA AS
PERCEIVEC Y CURRICULUM ADMINISTRATORS AND
TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

Rice, ComsTie A, Pr.D. University of Southern California, 1985.
Cheirman: John W. Jtalings

Purpose. This study provides information which may heip
educators understard what differences exist between current
practices and those suggested by the moat recent research ir. the
fleld. &t anaiyzes the extent to which writing is taught with an emphasie
on procass rather than on the finished product. The study compares
ourrent practices in Q-ange County high schools with the formal
writing program suggested by the California State Department of
Education in its 1981 publication, Handbook for Planning an Effective
Wriking Program.

Methodology. A questionnaire prepared by the State Handbook
Writing Committes was adapted for the study to register both
importance and effectivensss of each item. Administrators in charpe
of curricLlum develiopment/implementation and teachars of English
in fiaen Orange County secondary districts were surveyed. Data
collectad were analyzed to determine differences in the perspectives
of agministrators and teachers related to the formal curriculum

Findings. (1) Administrators and teachers placed higher vaives on
the importance of writing program characteristics, activities, and
evaluation strategies than on thair effectiveness in application.

{2) Educators believed the most important goal for writing programs
was to establish schoolwide that writing is an important tool for
learning in ali subjects. (3) Administrators placed significantly higher
value on the importance of editing than teachers did.

{4) Administrators rated rote learning significantly more important
and effective than acquisition, while teachers rated acquisition higher.

Conclusions. (1) Widespread awareness of writing research
existed, but this ideal curriculum was not often applied. (2) Educators
stresped the value of finished products over the writing process.

(3) Educators had little knowledge of the classroom atmosphere
required for a successful writing program. (4) Writing was not being
used as a tool for learning.

Recommendations. (1) identify why writing program ressarch is
theoreticaliy endorsed by administrators and teachers, but not
applied in the classroom. (2) identify strategies for inrusing the
wsching of writing as a process across ail content areas.

(3) Incorporate writing program theory into observation-feedback
conferences and evaluation reports. (4) Provide appropriate and
continuing training for administrators of curriculum
development/impiementation and teachers of English.

{Copeas available exclusively from Micrographics Department,
Ooheny Library, USC, Los Angeles, CA 90080-0182.)

CNTERIA FOR EVALUATING TEACHING BEHAVIORS OF
COLLEGE WRITING INSTRUCTORS  Order No. DASS08128
Rivars, Louis, Pu.D. Fordham University, 1985. 338pp. Mentor:
Rodney Muth

This study has a twofold purpose: instructional supervisors and
college writing teachers were to rank their perceptions of bshaviors
characteristic of effective college writing teachers from which criteria
could be deduced and used to measure teaching effectiveness ir
college teaching of writing. A second purpose was to demonatrate the
use of the Deiphi Technique in achieving revisionism, a synthesis of
choices between scientific management and management by human
relations under which 5S¢ statements of three general teaching models
ware classifled.

From analyses of the data, the inierence was niade that the
synthesis characteristic of two management mooes project 8 more
accurate and objective description of what current college writing
feachers and instructional supervisors perceive effective college
teaching of writing to be.

From 73 different colleges in 35 different states, 102 respondents
(86 college writing teachers and 47 instructional supervisors),
identified as experts in the domain of language arts, were ingtructied
in the procedures for completing a queationnaire designed especially
for this study to rank and rute 58 statements, 28 characteristic of
scientific management, and 28 characteristic of management by
human relations.

Using the Deiphi Techniqus, consensus among the 102

- respondents was achieved in two rounds. in the first round, there was
disagreement amung leachers on 21 statements; on 22 among
supervisors; and on 25 fos the total group. In the second round, 83
stasmants achieved consensus for supervisors; S5 statements for
wriling, teachers; and ail 56 statements for the total group. A plursiity
of statemernits characteristic of managemant by human réiations were
ranked to be of highest and major importance.

From the consensus, an inference of what constitutes an effective
writing teacher could be made. Thus, the effactivenes. of teaching
college writing can be defined and measured. The effective colinage .
writing teacher shows enthusiasm for teaching writing; uses standard
speech; is emotionally stable; and attends ciass regularly. 8/he
consistently pians instruction; and uses concepts, skills, and theories
periaining 10 the isaching of writing to heip studenis develop positive
feslings of themesives and e in general.
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A CASE STUDY OF THIRTY EVENTS OF "WRITING
LESSONS™ IN A FOURTH GRADE CLASSROOM

OrderNo. DAB515443
RosenTs, Jean Many, Pu.D. University of Pennsyivania, 1985. 291pp.

The purpose of this case study was to answer the question: What

mn .:’ l::o wﬁﬁn&m event of “lessons” in a fourth grade
s oW &re events construed icipants
influenced by the context? by particip and

Thirty events, identified by participants as "writing lessons” were
carefully observed over a period of seven months, by the ressarcher
in the roles of nonparticipant observer, interviswer, and reader of
writhen products. The fourth grade sample was a group of ninetean
pupile, a teacher and teacher “helper”, in a multi-ethnic, multi-racial,
eooducatiqnal private Quaker school, on the outskirts of the city of
Shiladeiphia. Dala were gathered and analyzed as an ongoing and
recursive process, as field notes, transcribed tapes of conversations,
formal and informul interviews, and analysis of written products.

The teacher's structures and methods for teaching writing were
designed with his perspective on pupils’ socia! conduct and his view
of writing as a subject that could create discord in the classroom. This
resulted in teacher-centared classroom discourse and writing tasks
M Wi+ teacher-controlied and i ule-oriented. Pypils' responses
Mlc_agd that this approach to lessons heiped create a context thet
was fimiting 10 pupils as writers. There is much here to indicate that
writing must be taught in a difterent way. The implication ig clear that
those who wish‘to teach teachers how to teach writing must face the
fact that thgy will have to struggie to chanpe attitu-ies--it simply is not
a matter of imparting skilis. Finally, those who wish to understand
wha'mny:apmin t::clmmusthuntolooknpuph'
reapOness 10 teaching--the subtie patterns of pupils’ ¢ iance and
deflence as menbers of the classroom. oma!

SHAPING THOUGHT AND UTTERANCE: THE FUNCTION OF
+EREADING IN THE WRITING PROCESS
OrderNo.DA8514090

Scmmoer, AnvetTe Eve, D.A. State University of New York at Albany,
1805. 207pp. Chairperson: Lea Odell .

Prodblem. This exploratory study examines the subprocess of
rereading to see how it functions in the composing processes of six
college writers, three skilied and three unskilied. Since the writer of a
taxt is also areader of the same text, the study attempts to describe
how reading and writing processes interact during ing. More
specifically, the study tries to determine (1) the extent to which
writers relied on this subprocess, (2) the effects of rereading =~ the
tempo of discourse production, (3) the source/s of production
dificulty on a persuasive task, (4) the strategies these writers used 10
overcome production difficulties, and (5) the funstion and structure
of reviewing in the composing processes of these writers.

Findings. Rereading was a significant subprocess only for the
skilled writers in this study. The unskilled writers spent little, if any,
time rereading their texts. The absence of rereading seemad to
contribute to the linear, left-to-right nature of their composing
processes, a linearity which proved to be time-efficient but ineffective
In helping them sustain the ebb-and-fiow tempo of discourse
production.

Both groups of writers reread their texts at linguistic and cohesion
swekpeints. However, the skilled writers seemed to have a much
lerger repertoire of strategies { v overcoming production difficulties.
These included a variety of rersading strategies which heiped them
construct, write and edit as a single, unitary action. This unitary
action is represented in the present study as the REVIEWING process,
a process which consists of three subprocesses: REREADING,
FEEDBACK, and EDITING.

Conclusions. Rereading seemed to help skilled writers in this study
get through a bottieneck, sustain the tempo of discourse production
confirm or disconfirm a perception, and discover and shape their
peroapiions. The lack of recursion in the composing processes of the
unakilied writers suggests that rersading also may be an important
strategy for maintaining the recursive nature of the composing
Pronats and for helping writers discever, formulete, snd reformulete
O 'dess. inshort. ‘e findings ¢ this Study Suggest thx rereading

mc‘uWMhﬂaMMMd“
- of uleranoe.

EFFECTS OF TEACHER.-WRITTEN COMMENTS ON THE
MEVISION OF DESCRIPTION ESSAYS BY COLLEGE

FRESHMEN OrderNo. DA8BS18684

Swaw, RicHarD Murray, PH.D. Ball State University, 1885. 152pp.
Chairmen: Richard G. Whitworth

This study investigated interaction effects between the typs and
amount of teacher-written feedback, the sex of the subjects, and the
degree of focus, organization, and development in two revised drafts
of 2 400-word description essay written by 43 college students in two
sections of a freshman composition course taught by one instructor.

Subjects in each section were randomiy assigned o four different
fregiment groups to receive teacher-written comments or questions
on their initial drafts and on their two revisions, each written in two 80-
minute periods. Treatments were as follows: (1) Selective Comments
were a ferminal paragraph of specific suggestions for improving
focus, organization, and development in the next draft. (2) Extensive
Comments were a terminal paragraph of specific suggestions:
specified errors in spelling, punctuation, agresment, and usage were
noted in the margins. (3) Selective Questions about focus,
organization, and development were written in the margins.

(4) Extensive Questions aboutfocus, organization, and development
were writien in the margins, and specified errors in spelling,
punctuation, agreement, and usage were noted in the margins.

Three dependent varisbles (focus. orgsnization, and development)
were measured on separate five-point scales by two raters. A2 x 2 x 2
x 3 multivariate analysis of variance revesled two significant two-way
interactions at the .05 level.

The interaction between revision and sex showed that in response
1o teacher-written feedback on initial drafts, the males significantly
improved their focus, organization, and development scores on the
first revision, but the “amales improved only their focus and
development scores. The interaction between revision and comment
type showed that the Comment Groups improvd their focus,
organization, and development scores on the fi'st revision, but the
Question Groups improved only their focus and rganization acores.

Asecond revigion (in response to teacher-written comments and
qQuestions and four 50-minute periods of practice in improving focus,
organization, and development in sampie student essays) showed no
significant improvement over the first revision. There were aiso no
significant differences between Seisctive Groups (no mechanica!
errors marked) and Extensive Groups (specified errors in spelling,
punctuation, agresment, and usage noted).

A SCHOOL SYSTEM TEACHES COMPOSITION (1957.1982):
A CASE STUDY OrderNo.DABS1019!
Srurnock, ALan, Eo.D. Harvard Uriversity, 1985. 143pp.

“his historical case study investigates how the teaching of
composition a3 a subject evolved and changed in the Brookline Public
Schools during the period 1957-1982. What is the process of
educational change in teachers’ attitudes and methods to the subject
is the central research question; additionally, the study examines
what national, state, and local trends are histcrically relevant, and
m‘ and under what terms the teaching of composition becomes an

Historically, research in the teaching of composition has been
chained 10 its twin masters: Language Arts (K-8), and the Tripod (§-
12). Consequently, research in the history of the subject has been less
then occasional. Indeed, more than half of all research in the subject
over the last twenty five years has been done in the last seven. As
Oonaid Graves attests in * A New Look At Writing Ressarch” (p. 19):
“even though much of our research has focused on teachers in the
past. we have never actually studied the process of teaching writing ™.

There has been no writien research about Brookline that
chronicies changes in the teaching of composition over time.
Conssquently, orai history lends itself as an appropriate qualitative
resparch method, a method which atiempts "to preserve the
knowledge of historical events as :ecounted by the participants”
(Willa Baum, Transcribing & Editing Oral History, p. 5). The method
has four staps: pre-interview and selection
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1 :hool commities members serve 10
mwmbon?:'mpemn.: hi stories, and insinuate a common truth for all.
The process of educational change appears to oscillate between

ition and the counterpoint of ianovation. Couqterpqint
?m”:;mﬂ:ema to conceptualizz change: itis add}tive; it
syrthesizes from the on-going dialectics; and it respects the linear or
cyclical sovereignty of each. Thus. there has been a discernible drift
mdeMlOMannby
composing 1o focusing On “~e £ CENS of compoeing.

ORAL AND TEXTUAL COMPISING PATTERNS OF
BEGINNING WRITERS Order No. DABS 19047

Woopson, Nancy Potrer, Pu.D. The Ohio State University, 1385.
2ipp. Adviser: Donald Bateman

This dissertation studies writers who have been labeled as
“remedial,” “restricted,” and "beasic” language-users. My work with
hese writers over a seven-yesr period convinced me that they wrote
neither randomly nor remedially, but rather appliad many of their
natursl speaking strategies 1o their written work. Using Alexander
Luria's term, "beginning,” to describe these writers, | explored the
possibility that they produced written language which extended along
an oral/taxtural continuum and which contained traits of both
cullwes. Problems aroes when these beginning writers used their oral
language strategies inappropriately in textual situations.

To examine the contexts in which beginning writers actually
confuas oral and textual j

fragmanted. it is the language of conversation and therefore is
inadegquats for formal written situations which require monologic
language. This language, in contrast, is flexible, elaborative, and
lngically planned. The student writing samnies used throughout this
dissertation illustrate that beginning writers tie situational speaking
and writing strategies together; therefore, they ars unabie to produce
he cohesive, pianned language which writing for an sudience
requires of them.

Ris possible, however, to L28 the strengths of oral-based writers to
praducs more acceptable writing pattermns. Theoretically, teachers
may wee the dislogic, conversational framework of beginning writers'
siratagies as a base from which to slowly introduce and incorporate
the concepts of monologic language.

To test the pedagogpicsl effects of structuring writing situations in a
dialegis or monoicgic format, my Pilot Project studied the writing

in 1884. The implications of this Project wers that the lowest-level

beginning writers responded moat effectively when dialogic esssy
prompts were used, and they responded least sffectively when
monologic prompts were used. This would support the assertion that
buiﬂhgoqthconl patterns of beginning writers may open

0ppork. nities for intraducing new writing sirategies; and, that as
teachers, we nesd 10 examing more clossly the wtructuring of
examinations and assignments for their eflects on students’ writing.

WRITING STORIES UNDER TIME AND LENGTH
CONSTRAINTS

28n000¢F, NADIA JANE, PH.D University of Toroni) (Canada), 18%4.
Chairmen: J. P. Wilkinson

This thesis reports an investigation of the effects of time and
length constraints on writing and its development. In one study,
writers in grade 5, grade 10, and in graduate schoot wrote stories
based on titles under Jditferent time constraints (i.e., 2.5, 5, 10 and 20
minuies). In another study, different writers in grade 5, grade 10, and
graduate school wrote stories based on tities under different length
conetraints (i.e., 8, 12, 24 and 48 lines).

Owverall, it was found that writers were able to meet the constraints
very well, generally writing up to the last minute given and the last line
given. The one exception was in grade 5, where writers failed fo meet
the 20 minute constraints. Time constraints usually affected written
compositions in the same way as length constraints in grade 8 and
grade 10 stories. However, in aduits, time and length had different
effects on several aspects of their stories.

In order to determine what writers did to adapt to the various
conetraints, adjustments in writers’ story structure, use of script
knowledge, and performance processss were assessad. Generally,
writers tended to keep the basic constituent structure of their stories
conatant and they varied the size and the number of their constituents
and the number of the relations between them. They aiso varied the
smount of script knowledge thay used to write their stories, but they
never uzad more than half of the script knowiledge they had. Adults
varied the speed and the size of their writing and the time they fook 10
start writing their stories in response to constraints. On the other
hend. grede 5 ar.d grade 10 writers did not vary these performance
aspects of their writing.

The studies in this thesis showed that time and length constrains
are important constraints in that they influence most of the measures
of the writing process. Thus, time and length conetraints should be
controlled in future research in writing and its development.
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