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ABSTRACT

Parent involvement in the education of children school is being
touted as a major component of reforms to improve schools and
education. Despite this, there is not widespread information about
what parent involvement embodies from the perspactives parents and
educators. This lack of information has not diminished the calls for
more involvement in the education, but has new questions raised
concerning how how to do this.

This report describes our expanded parent survey conducted to
help fill this gap. The survey was conducted in four large urban
areas: New Orleans, Dallas, San Antonio, and Houston. The study
concentrated in these cities because of a ]ow response from
large-size city parents previously surveyed. A total of 3103 parents
(73.8%) returned completed questicnnaires.

Survey results clearly support previous findings that (1)
parents are very interested in partic‘pating in education; (2)
parents feel teachers need training for paren* involvement; (3)
parents are interested in involvement with educational
decision-making; (4) parents' involvement interests do not correspond
to the ways they participate or are allowed to be involved (5)
parents' interests in involvement with school and educational matters
differs from how educators see such involvement; (6) there are
clearly defined areas of involvement for parents and educators to
initiate or expand upon; (7) there are other areas that could use
parent involvement, but need more dialogue between parents and
educators to occur,

Based upon results, a set of recommendations for parents and
educators to consider then emplcy to increase and sustain parent
involvement. These research-based recommendations should enhance (1)
parents involvement in schools as well as education; (2) the
partnership between parents and educators; and (3) both the quality
as well as the effectiveness of educational efforts.
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A. INTRODUCTION
Al. Overview

Parent involvement in the education of their children both at
home and at school is a key aspect of efforts to reform schools as
well as to increase educational excellence. Parents and educators
have equally important roles in the educaticn of learners. To
effectively carryout these roles, there must be close communication
and collaboration between the two groups. In doing so, their
concerted efforts will help ensure quality education, effectiveness
of schools, and higher academic achievement,

Many of the recent educational reform measures have explicitly
indicated what steps should be taken to improve our schools at the
state and local levels. The enacted reforms call for fundamental
changes in how basic educational experiences are provided for
students and for higher standards regarding what students are
expected to know, understand, and be able to do. For this to be
accomplished, all of those involved in the educational precess have
been challenged and required to create more viable atmospheres and/or
conditionz where maximum learning success can occur.

It has become increasingly clear that educators cannot
accomplish the school/education reforms by themselves. There is a
need for resources beyond those that educators “ave traditionally
employed. The need expanded resources encompasses those that are not
only human but material and financial as well. Although states have
legislated mandates to increase the educational resource base, those
mandates still fall short of what is needed to improve the caliber of
desired schooling. As a result, educators are turning to sources for
assistance that they have not fully used before.

One of the resources educators are calling upon is parents of
the children in schools. The call to parents is not necessarily a
neéw one, but it appears to be a different kind of appeal for help.
Historically, parents have been involved in the education of their
children, For the most part. this involvement has been 1imited to
support of school educational efforts or activities. Most parents
have limited their involvement to those roles or areas specified by
educators. Some have taken the initiative to become more broadly
involved, while others, for a variety of reasons, have not been
involved at all. As a result, the heightened appeal from educators
to parents has produced a mixed response but seldom at the level
educators believe they need for improving schools.

The fact that parents appear to have not responded to the
appeals of educators for more school involvement is not indicative of
their interest in improving schools and education. More importantly,
it is the school milieu that has the more profound effect on parents’
involvement with the education of their children. In particular,
this includes school atmosphere, school staff attitudes toward parent
involvement, family/community variables, kinds of parent involvement
opportunities available, district attitudes about parent involvement,




and oarents' perceptions of schools as well as school staff. More
needs to be known about these factors so that p-“ent responses to the
call for increased involvement from educators can be better
understood,

SEDL's Parent Involvement In Education Project (PIEP) has
conducted a series of surveys to obtain more information about
different aspects of parent involvement in education from the
perspectives of key stakeholder groups. Parents, teachers,
principals, teacher educators, school administrators, and state
education agency officials are the groups with which the surveys were
conducted. The PIEP was interested in not only obtaining viewpoints
about parent involvement from these stakeholders but also wanted to
examine the similarities and differences of such feelings among
them, This information will not only be useful in providing
important parent involvement insights from different perspectives but
also can serve as the basis for developing strategies to enhance the
effectiveness of parent involvement in education.

Further, the insights provided by survey participants can
underpin the development of ways to train elementary teachers and
administrators for parent involvement. The three valuable uses of
the survey data have aided the PIEP to become an important resource
for those interested in or looking for methods of improving schools
and education through parent involvement.

In order to ensure that the survey included a diversity of
participants from the educational community in SEDL's region, this
year's survey focused on parents in the larger cities of the six
states., A population of 500,000 or more based upon the 1980 Census
figures was used to designate a city for inclusion. The previous
parent survey (1982) did not obtain enough responses from parents in
these kinds of cities. PIEP staff could not speak with as much
certainty about parent opinions concerning parent involvement without
insights from parents in these locations. Having data from parents
in large size cities increases the compiehensiveness of the parent
involvement information base and the extent to which it has practical
application for various school/community settings.

A.2 Operational Definitions

For clarity, the following operational definitions are provided:

1. Parent Involvement - any of a variety of activities that
alTow parents to participate in the educational process at
home or in school, such as information exchange, decision
sharing, volunteer services for schools, home
tutoring/teaching, and child advocacy.

2. Preservice Training - preparation of students in teacher
training programs, preparation of prospective teachers.

3. Inservice Training - extended preparation of teachers

employed 1n schools.,




4. Stakeholders - those persons most likely to be involved in
parent invclvement efforts (e.g., parents, teachers,
principals, school board members, superintendents.

5. Home Tutor Role - parents helping their own children at home
with educational activities or school assignments,

6. Audience Role - parents receiving information about their
child’s progress or about the school. parents may be asked
to come to the school for special events (e.g., school play,
special program, etc.).

7. School Program Suggorter Role - parents involved in cemingto
the school to assist in events; for example, chaperoning a
party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.

8. Co-Learner Rola - parents involved in workshops where they
and school staff learn about child development or other
topics related to education.

9. Paid Schoel Staff Role - parents are employed in the school
as part of the school's paid staff (e.g., classroom aides,
assistant teachers, parent educators, etc.).

10. Advocate Roie - parents serve as activists or spokespersons
on issues regarding schaol policies, services for their own
child, or community concerns related to the schools.

11. Decision-Maker Role - parents involved as co-equals with
school staff in either educational decisions or decisions
relating to governance of the school.

12. SEA Officials - persons in state education agencies
identified as having program responsibility related to some
aspect of parent involvement (e.g., director of federal
programs, etc.).

13. LEA Officials - persons in local education agencies
identified as having program responsibility for some aspect
of parent involvement training (e.g. inservice education
directors).

14. IHE Officials - persons in institutions of higher education

identified as having program responsibility in some aspect
of parent involvement training (e.g., chairperson of
elementary education department).




B. Background

Bl. Previous Work

a. Summary of Goals, Objectives, and Problems

In response to the increased emphasis on parent involvement in
schools, the Parent Involvement in Education Project (PIEP) has
conducted a comprehensive six-year study of the attitudes and current
practices of teacher educators, teachers, principals, parents,and
school administrators in SEDL's six state region (Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas). A major
assumption of this study was that an increase in parent involvement
would also increase the job demands on teachers. In addition to
their duties related to classroom instruction, this expanded role
focusing on parent involvement would require teachers to increase
their interaction with parents. In order to determine whether and/or
how teacher training should be changed to reflect this larger
professional role, PIEP surveyed each of the stakeholder groups.

Year One: During the first year of the study, 575 professors in
colleges of education were asked about their attitudes towards parent
involvement and about their current practices in training teachers
how to work with parents. The results of this survey indicated that
teacher educators favored the general idea of parent involvement and
thought teachers should receive training focused on working with
parents. However, there was no clear consensus either about the most
appropriate ways for parents to participate in the schools, or about
the best methods of preparing teachers to work with parents.

Year Two: In the second year of the study, survey efforts focused on
asking 873 elementary school teachers and 729 elementary school
principals about their attitudes towards specific parent involvement
activities in their schools. Both teachers and principals were also
asked to make recommendations about training teachers to work with
parents, The results of this survey indicated that teachers and
principals had strong, favorable attitudes toward the value and
importance of parent involvement. However, their descriptions of
parent involvement activities revealed that their schools did not
sponsor them in a wide variety,

Year Three: The fourth survey in the series focused on the parents
themseTves. More than 2000 parents were asked questions about
attitudes and current practices in parent involvement, similar to the
questions used with teachers and principals. Instead of questions
about teacher training, parents were asked how schools might improve
their parent involvement efforts. The results of this survey
indicated that parents had very positive attitudes toward parent
involvement and for increasing parent involvement. The responses of
parents regarding their own participation in parent involvement
activities corresponded closely with the description of current
school practices obtained from teachers and principals. The overall
responses from parents showed that there was a disparity between
parents' high level of interest and their low level of actual
participation,
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Year Four: In the next three surveys, school governance persons were
asked about their attitudes and current practices regarding parent
involvement, Respondents included 1200 school superintendents, 664
school board presidents, and 30 state education agency officials,
Respondents were in strong agreement about the importance of parent
involvement, and they listed parent involvement practices similar to
the other groups surveyed. School governance officials also
supported teacher training in parent involvement,

Year Five: The fifth year's work focused on reviewing the literature
on training teachers in parent involvement, asking experts with
experience in parent involvement for their suggestions about training
teachers for parent involvement, and developing a set of guidelines
and strategies for training teachers in parent involvement. The
guidelines and strategies were based on the research of the previous
four years and used the recommendations of the key stakeholders
(teacher educators, teachers, principals, parents, and school
governance officials) in the region. Project staff also conducted an
assessment of the suitability of the guidelines and strategies for
use by teacher educators/inservice directors in training teachers to
involve parents in educacion. The refined version of the guidelines
and strategies was then disseminated to LEA's, IEA's, SEA's, and
IHE's in SEDL's six-state region.

b. Summary of Major Findings

(1) Attitudes. Subjects in all the surveys were asked to
indicate the extent to which they agreed or disagreed with a set of
statements about parent involvement. Overall, a majority of the
teacher educators were favorable in their responses to the general
concept of parent involvement. In particular, they agreed strongest
that (a) parent involvement in all school matters needs increasing,
(b) teachers need extra training for parent involvement, (c) teachers
should confer with parents about home life, (d) parents are usually
cooperative with teuchers, and (e) parents would help children more
at home if they knew what to do.

Teacher educators strongly disagreed that (a) parents wanting
involvement should get a college degree, (b) teachers are too
overburdened to work with parents, (c) involving low-income parents
is unrealistic, (d) training teachers for parent involvement should
not be an undergraduate priority, and (e) parents do more harm than
good by helping children with school work.

Principals and teachers also were positive in their general
response to the importance and value of parent involvement. The
majority were in strong agreement with (a) teachers providing parents
with ideas to help chiidren at home with school work, (b) teachers
taking on too many parental responsibilities, (c) principals
providing teachers w parent involvement guidelines, (d) involving
teachers in school policy decisions and (e) requiring a parent
involvement course for undergraduates in elementary education.
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The strongest disagreements by principals and teachers were
expressed with regard to statements about (a) teachers being too
overburdened to work with parents, (b) teachers not neading to be
trained for parent involvement, (c) teachers not conferring with
parents about children's home life, (d) parents evaluating teachers,
and (e) parents evaluating principals.

A majority of parents agreed strongest with such parent
involvement ideas as (a) making sure their children do homework, (c)
feeling at ease during school visitations, (d) taking responsibility
for getting involved at school, and (e) wanting teachers to send more
information home about classroom activities,

The strongest disagreement expressed by most parents was toward
the ideas that (a) they have Tittle to do with their children's
school success, (b) they do not have time for involvement with school
activities, (c) teachers are too busy to also work with parents, (d)

homework consumes too much family time, and (e) they are not trained
enough to help make school decisions.

Among the school governance persons (superintendents, board
presidents, and SEA officials) surveyed, their strongest agreement
regarding parent involvement in general was toward (a) teachers
providing parents with ideas about helping children with school
assignments, (b) teachers considering working with parents as part of
their job, (c) including teachers in curriculum and instruction

decisions, and (d) principals providing teachers with suggestions for
working with parents.

Superintendents strongly agreed that parents need training
before they are involved in school decision-making. Board presidents
strongly agreed with parents taking the initiative for getting
involveg in schools. And, SEA officials voiced stronger agreement

for school districts providing principals and teachers with
guidelines for parent involvement.

Superintendents, board presidents, and SEA officials were
unanimous in their strong disagreement with having (a) parent
involvement in school administrative decisions, (b) parent
involvement with either teacher or principal evaluation, (c) parent
involvement only occurring through organizations, 1ike PTA, and (d)

parent involvement having little effect on their children's academic
success.

(2) Decisions. Parents were asked to indicate the extent to
which they had an interest in being involved with selected school
decisions. Teachers, teacher educators, superintendents, board
presidents, and SEA officials were asked to what extent it would be
useful to have parents' input regarding these decisions. With the
exceptions of teacher educators, a majority of all groups most
favored having parents invelved in such decisions as (1) amount of
homework assigned their children, and (2) placing their children in
special education, Teacher educators, along with teachers,
principals, and school governance persons, indicated that it would be
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most useful to involve parents in school desegregaticn/integraticn
plans, However, parents did not indicate that this was a high
interest area for their involvement.

A majority of the parents, superintendents, board presidents,
and SEA officials considered it most useful to have parents involved
in decisions about evaluating how well their children are learning
and about disciplining of their own children. Neither teacher
educators, teachers, nor principals viewed such involvement by
parents as being useful. Teachers and principals indicated it was
more useful to involve parents with decisions concerning (a) whether
family problems are affecting school performance and (b) how to
provide sex role instruction as well as sex education,

Participation in decisions about the selection of textbooks and
other learning materials was of most interest to parents also but not
considered useful by most of the other groups surveyed, Teacher ~—
educators indicated that parents should have input on such decisions
as (a) multicultural/bilingual emphasis, (b) curriculum subject
matter, and (c) setting student promotion/retention standards, but
not final authority, Rather, teacher educators considered it most
useful to have parents make final decisions only regarding whether
family problems are affecting school performance.

Decisions with respect to the hiring/firing of school staff were
those most parents were least interested in being involved with and
most educators indicated this as one of the least useful decisions
with which parents should be involved, Among other decisions
teachers and principals also considered least useful for parents to
be involved in were (a) assignments of teachers in schools, (b)
evaluating teacher performance, and (c) selecting teaching methods.
School governance persons, teachers, and principals indicated it
would also be least useful to involve parents in decisions about
setting priorities for school budgets.

Selecting teaching materials, deciding on curriculum emphases,
helping to evaluate pupils, and selecting teaching methods were least
useful areas for parent decision-making according to responses from
most school governance persons and teacher educators. A majority of
parents also were least interested in being involved with decisions
about inciuding more muTticultural/bilingual education in education
and decisions regarding school desegregation plans and increased sex
role teaching. -

(3) Roles. Subjects were provided with a 1ist of seven parent
involvement roies. Parents were asked to indicate the extent to
which they had an interest in participating in such roles. Educators
were asked to indicate the importance of having parents take part in
these roles. The majority of parents and educators were strongest in
their support for such roles as (a) "Audience," (b) "Home Tutor,” and

{c) "School Program Supporter.” The role of least interest or
importance, as indicated by parents and educators respectively, was
that of "Paid School Staff." Most teachers, principals,

superintendents, and board presidents indicated that having parents
7
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in the role of "Advocate" was not too important. However, SEA
officials considered this role as being very important, and parents
were very interested in such a role,

A majority of the SEA officials, superintendents, and school
board presidents consider parents in the roles of "Co-Learner" also
as not being important. Teachers and principals indicated a more
neutral response overall about the importance of this role. Most
parents indicated that they were definitely interested in this kind
of role.

A majority of the teachers, principals, superintendents, and
board presidents indicated that the role of “Decision-Maker" was not
an_important one for parents. Conversely, most parents expressed a
strong interest for participating in this role. Likewise, most SEA
officials viewed this role as being a very important one for parents.

Overall, parents expressed a much higher interest in
participating in the roles of “Aud¥ence,” "Home Tutor," “School
Program Supporter," “Advocate," “Co-Learner," and Decision-Maker"
than educators considered such involvement roles as being important,
SEA officials tended to indicate more importance for these roles for
parents than did the other educator groups.

(4) Activities (Current Practices). A list of parent
involvement activities was provided, and teachers, principals,
superintendents, and board presidents were asked to indicate how
typical these activities were of their schools. Parents had to
ingicate those they participated in most often. SEA officials
indicated which were most 1ikely to be a focus of the technical
assistance they offered to school districts.

"Attending school activities" (e.g. open house), "Attending
parent-teacher conferences," and “Helping children with school
homework" were the activities most typical as indicated by educators,
most likely to be offered as tecﬁnicaﬁ assistance according to SEA
officials, and most often participated in as reported by parents.
Teachers, principals, superintendents, and board presidents indicated
that "Chaperoning for school activities" and "Holding school support
fundraisers" (e.g. pot-luck suppers) vare also common activities but
neither parents nor SEA officials indicated the same,

Parents also considered "Visiting the schools" and “Taking part
in PTA meetings" as most typical of the activities in which they
participate, (It shouTd be noted that parents completed their
questionnaires at school PTA meetings). None of the educator groups
reported these as being very typical. SER officials also were most
likely to offer technical assistance for “Getting parents to identify
scﬁoo‘ needs" and “Getting parents to assist with establishing school
goals." However, parents did not indicate these as being activities
they most often take part Tn while educators did not view Such
activities as being most typical in their schools,
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"Hiring/firiug of school staff," “Evaluation of School Staff,"
“Planning curriculum and instruction activities," and “Assisting with
school budgets" were the activities reported to be least typical in
schools, least often participated in by parents, and Yeast offered as
topics of technical assistance by SEA officials. A majority of
teachers and principals indicated the "Participation in pupil
evaluation" was also least typical in their schools., Most
superintendents and board presidents indicated that “Parent
participation in home tutor training" was least likely to be offered
in their schools.

(58) Other Findings of Interest. - Teacher Training for Parent
Involvement: A majority of the parents and educators strongly agreed
that not only should teachers be trained for parent involvement, but
also that, where possible, the training should be in a course at the
undergraduate level. While most teacher educators indicated that
they most often dealt with parent involvement through such activities
as role playing, laboratory experiences, participaticn in
parent-teacher conferences, and having student teachers work with
parent volunteers, most teachers and principals indicated that more
is needed. This would include (1) talking with inservice teachers
about parent involvement, (2) involvement in school activities with
parents, (3) being involved with parent organizations, and (4)
participation in principal-teacher-parent conferences.

Resgonsibilit; for Parent Involvement: A majority of educators
and parents strongly agreed that teachers need to provide parents
with ideas about ne'ping children with school work at home and that
principals should give teachers guidelines for parent involvement.
However, school governance persons agreed most with principals, not
teachers, taking the initiative to get parents involved. However,
most principals agreed that parents should take the initiative to
become involved.

A majority of the parents strongly agreed that the¥ should be
responsible for getting more involveg 1n their children's schools.
Most superintendents and SEA officials strongly agreed that school
districts need to provide teachers and principals with parent
involvement guidelines. However, neither superintendents, board
presidents, nor SEA officials wanted state education agencies to
provide parent involvement guidelines for school districts. Finally,
most teachers saw increasing the involvement of parents in schools as
the principal's responsibility.

Existence of Parent Involvement Policies: School governing
officials were asked to indicate to what extent written parent
involvement policies existed in their districts or agencies. A
majority of these officials indicated that written parent involvement
poiicies were available mostly regarding: (1) placement of children
in special education, (2} in orming parents about children's
violation of the district/school's discipline policy, and (3)
participating in some decisions regarding certain educational
programs such as Bilingual Education, Follow Through, Head Start,
etc.
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Most officials indicated that few, if any, written parent
involvement policies existed with respect to such areas as (1)
teacher home visits, (2) participation in school budget matters, (3)
participation in development of district handbook or school guide,
(4) scnool administration, (5) curriculum and instruction activities,
(6) development of promotion standards, and (7) parents visiting
their children's schools.

Parent Involvement at Secondary School Level: Parents were
asked to indicate the extent of their agreement with 10 items offered
as reasons why parents become less involved at the secondary school
level, A majority of the parents strongly agreed that the reasons
for decreased participation are (1) school staff not asking them to
be involved as much, (2) they (parents) not having a good
understanding of the course work, (3) not as many conferencing
opportunities, and (4) not as many PTA activities. Neither the long
distances between homes and schools nor having lots of teachers to
%alk]with Were seen as reasons parents become less involved at this

evel,

Improving Parent Involvement at Elementarg Level: Parents were
given a 1ist of 10 suggestions and asked to indicate the extent to
which these would work in getting more parents involved. Among the
suggestions that a m§jority of the parents indicated would work
include (1) sending more parent involvement information home, (2)
making parents feel more welcome in schools, (3) helping parents
better understand subjects being taught, and (4) having more informal
meetings where staff and parents can get to know each other better,
and (5) asking parents how they would like to become involved,

C. Summary of Recommendations and Implications

Parent involvement, overall, appears to be acceptable to most
parents and educators, The results show that parents have a high
degree of interest for being involved and that educators, generally,
consider it useful to have parents involved in education, However, a
closer examination of the findings reveals that educators and parents
have distinctly different views about certain aspects of parent
involvement, These differences represent barriers that can hinder
the effective involvement of parents and educators as partners in
education.

Educators appear to be more supportive of the traditional ways
that parents have participated in children's education both at home
and at school. This includes parents mainly receiving information
sent home by the school, supporting or taking part in school
activities prepared by school staff, and attempting to help children
with their homework. On the other hand, while parents indicate a
strong interest for being involved in these ways, they also are
interested in helping with school governance matters, learning more
about education jointly with educators, and serving as advocates for
current educational needs, issues, or concerns.
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The involvement interests of parents appear to extend beyond the
boundaries of participation that educators indicate would be most
useful. It seems that parents and educators have dissimilar views
about the meaning of parent involvement in education, Although there
are some mutual agreements about certain aspects of parent
involvement acceptable to both groups, parents appear to be
interested in much broader involvement than the more narrowly defined
areas that educators consider as being useful.

In order for parent involvement to become more acceptable,
viable, and effective, a clearer definition is necessary--one that
all can agree upon. Otherwise, fundamental barriers will stand in
the way of successful parent involvement. Thus, it appears that
there needs to be a consensus concerning the definition and scope of
parent involvement efforts between parents and educators before these
can become more integral to the educational system and its
processes. Such concordance is key to developing more of a
partnership between homes and schools in dealing with the difficult
issues that education faces today and tomorrow.

The lack of agreement between parents and educators regarding
parent involvement's meaning appear to stem from the fact that
neither group has had much formal training in the area of parent
involvement, Both of the groups indicated that there is a definite
need for teachers to be trained for parent involvement. It also
seems that parents, other school staff, administrators, and even
teacher educators might need such training for parent involvement to
be most effective, Additional knowledge, understandings, skills, and
experiences should enhance not only broader acceptance but also a
smoother integration of parent involvement into the educational
process. The guidelines and strategies developed in this Project to
train teachers about parent involvement focus on meeting part of
these needs,

Some of the differences in opinions about parent involvement in
school governance matters may reflect a fear and/or reluctance on the
part of educators (especially teachers, principals, and
administrators) to share with parents those roles or activities that,
in recent years, have been considered as the sole domain of
educators. Further, many teachers appear to desire more of a say in
educational matters or decisions. Most administrators appear
unwilling to share governance because it may lessen their
effectiveness and/or power. As a result, the possibilities of joint
decision-making with parents may meet with resistance because
educators still appear neither willing to share control nor able to
see how, in practice, this might increase the effectiveness and
quality of education.

Based upon the more preferred ways educators want parents
involved and the ways parent are most interested in being involved,
there appears to be a need for change in how parent involvement is
perceived. Educators should capitalize on the wider involvement
interests of parents and should expand the opportunities for
increasing their participation in education. Much of this will
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require educators to realize that many s«rents are far more
sophisticated in their knowledge and ckills than educators perceive
them to be, As such, many parents can take part in more of & variety
of roles or activities. To facilitat. this broader and more
collegial participation, will require attitudinal and perceptual
changes on the nart of educators as well as systemic changes with
respect to the educational enterprise.

Parent involvement cannot be effective if educators continue to
see it as an attachment or a supplement to mainstream educational
activities, Rather, such involvement must be incorporated into the
mainstream of education. The results suggest at least three steps to
accomplish this. First, a clear, definitive statement about parent
involvement must be developed and issued to all in a school system,
Second, viable, written policies to help frame and implement parent
involvement efforts must be established, Third, both staff and
financial resources to carry out parent involvement activities need
to be identified and then designated for such purposes, In doing so,
the importance of parent involvement in education will be more
evident from the perspectives of educators and parents alike,

The extent to which parent involvement can be improved appears
to be directly related also to how “open" educators are to this
concept, In addition, developing a broader range of parent
involvement activities that are more related to parents' interests
and strengths is a most important asrect of revitalizing their
participation. Although parents will participate in slightly
different ways, this should not deter educators from working with
them to develop jointly the framework and components of an effective
involvement program., Ultimately, educators will have to realize that
the most effective parent involvement program, similar to the most
viable educational program, must include participation from the
entire school community rather than being Timited to the school
building.

Parent involvement should be perceived by educatcrs and parents
as a more encompassing concept in education, To do this, it appears
that parent involvement may need to be framed within the concept of
at least four broad domain areas. These would include: (a) public
relations, (b) school support/learning, (c) home support/learning.
and (d) shared governance, In doing so, parent involvement can
become a catalyst, which helps parents influence as well as fully
participate in the educational system, Further, such participation
experiences will help enable parents to more effectively negotiate
through community entities which, in turn can make family life more
satisfying and successful. Finally, parent involvement that includes
the partnership approach can serve as a useful resource for educators
tn enhance the effectiveness and success of schools and education,

A review and analysis of results from the survey of the seven
parent involvement stakeholder groups has led PIEP to offer the
following recommendations as a means of enhancing fuller parent
participation in the education of their children at home and at
school:
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Parent involvement skills should be taught at both the
preservice and inservice elementary teacher training level
in a developmental sequence that progresses from learning
about vhe more traditional types of parent involvement where
parents are asked to cooperate with school staff, to the
types of parent involvement in which school staff provide
assistance to parents, and then toward the types where
parents and school staff work together essentially as
partners in education.

Preservice elementary teacher education as well as inservice
teacher staff development must, as a priority, focus on
providing participants with an overview of, or background
about, the parent involvement movement as well as providing
them with knowledge, understanding, and skills regarding
major aspects of parent involvement in education (e.g., the
personal, practical, and conceptual frameworks described in
the guidelines and strategies).

Parent involvement must be presented to elementary
preservice and inservice/teachers so that it is viewed as an
integral part of their preparation, rather than an
attachment to it. As such, teachers will need to learn how
to enhance teaching and learning success; how to develop
better partnerships with parents: how to help develop
broader community support for the schools; and how to make
cooperation between home and school more synergistic.

The parent-involvement teacher training sequence needs to
address specific knowledge bases related to the various
kinds and levels of parent involvement. For example:
teachers should be taught the differences between teaching
children in the classroom and teaching or working with their
adult parents to become more involved as home tutors.

After preservice and inservice teachers examine and identify
their attitudes toward parent involvement, broaden their
perspectives concerning the value/impact of parent
involvement, and acquire the relevant knowledge and
understandings regarding the main kindz of parent
involvement, they should be provided practical opportunities
or experiences to develop and sharpen skills in working with
parents,

Inservice parent-involvement teacher training--in order to
more effectively enhance teachers' inowledge,
understandings, skills, attitudes, and motivations for
working more collegially with parents--will need to consist
of a series of sequenced workshops rather than a one-day,
one-time workshop effort.

Principals and other administrators must be included in
parent involvement training, as they often set the rules and
norms in the schools., If they are not aware of the benefits
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of parent involvement or are not skilled in working witn
parents, they may set norms for teachers that discourage

them from using the skills or knowledge acquired regarding
parent involvement.

0 To encourage all school staff in school districts to develop
better relations as well as work with parents as partners in
education, formal district policies need to be writteu that
clearly spell out the comitment to parent involvement.
Responses from our superintendents' and school board
presidents' surveys indicate that existence of formal
written policies encouraging parent involvement is directly
related to increased levels of a variety of parent
involvement activities in schools.

0 In designing school district parent involvement programs,
the various types of parent involvement must be viewed as a
developmental sequence, from the teachers' and the parents'
point of view. Increasing parent involvement in the role of
audience requires comparatively less effort and skill on the
part of both teachers and parents than would parent
involvement as home tutors. Therefore, interests, skill
levels, and estimates of available time, especially on the
part of parents, must be considered when deciding which

types of parent involvement are to be the focus of program
efforts,

0 School district, building, and/or classroom
parent-involvement efforts need to establish program
activities based on the premise that parents are as equally
important to children's academic success as educators, This

will require giving parents more of a participatory role in
all educational matters.

0 Parents need to be more fully involved at all levels of the
educational system so that they can (a) strengthen the
capacity of their families to establish appropriate learning
environments, (b) provide meaningful home learning

experiences, and (c) support/reinforce school Tearning
activities,

0 Parents should be provided with more educational
information, more opportunities to share their
insights/concerns, and more training, as needed, for the
roles with which they can or wish to be involved in
education. This can serve as a means of strengthening

parents' ability and status as partners in the education of
their children.

(¢

Parents must be provided opportunities, through parent
involvement, to interact with, be informed about, referred
to, and learn how to deal with those agencies,
organizations, resources, or networks available in their
communities. This should enhance their abilities to arrange
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for and/or care for family needs in a more self-sufficient
and efficient manner, .

B2. Need for Present Work

a. Need for Additional Survey Data

A recent review of parent involvement programs (Collins, Moles,
and Cross, 1982) stresses the importance of parent involvement data
from large cities because (1) they commonly have to deal with great
numbers of students from low-income families and from more diverse
ethnic backgrounds, (2) they may face more difficulties in enrolling
these parents in parent-schodl programs, and (3) they have more
resources available to develop and maintain more elaborate,
innovative home-school programs. In summary, the parents in large
cities have a perspective on parent involvement efforts that cannot
be obtained from parents in smaller towns.

The survey data collected by PIEP from 1980-84 support this
contention about the unique nature of parent involvement efforts in
the large cities, These data indicate that parent involvement
efforts in these urban schools include a wider spectrum of parent
activities than efforts in smaller cities. For example, respondents
from urban schools more often reported having parents participate in
organizing parent volunteer programs and publishing a newsletter to
keep parents informed. In summary, there are more different kind of
parent activities serving a wider variety of purposes in urban
schools, In addition, large urban schools tend to have greater
problems and access to more resources. Therefore, they often develop
parent involvement programs that serve as models and are later
adapted for use in the smaller suburban and rural schools.

When the Project conducted its survey of parents, a stratified
random sampling procedure was used to obtain comparable data from
parents in small (15,000 to 50,000), mid-size (150,000-499,999), and
large (more than 500,000) cities in SEDL's region. The rate of
response was unusually high from parents in smali cities (22%). This
uneven rate of response produced a survey sample in which only 14.5%
of the sample were parents from large cities while 32.6% were from
mid-size cities and 52.9% were from small cities.

The characteristics of the sample in the parent survey do not
correspond with the distribution of the population in SEDL's region.
Although a considerable proportion of the population in these states
Tive in small cities, 1980 census data indicate that an estimated
79.6% of the population in Texas lived in "“urban settings," and that
the combined population in the Standard Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (SMSAs) of Houston, Dallas-Ft., Worth, and San Antonio accounts
for 48.9% of the state's total population, A similar situation
exists in Louisiana, where 68.6% of the state population is described
as urban, with 28.2% 1iving in thc SMSA of New Orleans.

The additional data from parents in large cities will help
improve parent involvement in several ways. First of all, it will
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provide educators in the schools with more complete information about
the attitudes and current practices related to parent involvement of
parents in the major urban centers in SEDL's region. This
information will be of use to eaucators in urban areas who are in the
process of developing their own parent involvement programs, as it
will help them anticipate the response of parents to specific
activities that their program emphasizes.

The information is also potentially useful to educators in
smaller cities who may decide to organize specific types of parent
involvement activities because they seem to be well-received by
parents in urban settings. The information about current practices
and attitudes of parents will also be useful to teacher training
professionals who are trying to help prospective teachers learn how
to better work with parents, It will help them to train teachers for
situations that they are most 1ikely to encounter in the public
schools.

In terms of the Project's data base, the data from the FY85
survey will enable Project staff to make more valid comparisons
between the problems of parent involvement in small cities and those
in large cities. Because the data base is being used to provide
public school educators with recommendations for program design and
implementation, the addition of these data from major urban areas
will allow Project staff to describe possible differences between the
problems of large and of small cities' schools. The additional data
will enable staff to move beyond general recommendations and make
specific recommendations that may be helpful in urban settings even
if they do not apply to the problems in the smaller cities.

In addition, because the data base is being used to develop
guidelines and strategies for teacher training, the inclusion of data
from the major urban areas is critical if teacher educators hope to
prepare teachers for the problems they will actually face when they
get to the schools, As a significant proportion of new teachers will
be employed by scheols in these major urban areas, it is particularly
important that Project recommendations be based on data that include
those schools,

Finally, because large city schools typically have a higher
percentage of students from low socioeconomic status families and
from minority families, educators in these schools tend to see the
parents of their students as difficult to reach with parent
involvement efforts, Additional data from these urban parents will
help describe parent involvement in these settings and will help
determine whether the lack of participation is due to parent
attitudes or due to factors in the school setting or in the parent
involvement programs themselves,

b. Need for Collaboration with Other Research Institutions

During the past five years, the U.S, Department of Education has
directly and indirectly sponsored a variety of projects focusing on
different aspects of parent involvemenzaéf the schools. Federal
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contracts created projects that have studied parent involvement in
the National Follow Through Program (Gordon, et al, 1978; Olmsted, et
al, 1980) as well as in Title I, ESEA, and TitTe VII Bilingual "
Programs (Lyons, Robbins, and Smith, 1982). Projects funded through
the Naticnal Institute of Education at Southwest Educational
Development Lahoratory have focused on developing a data base that
can be used to improve the design of parent involvement efforts and
to improve teacher training related to parent invelvement.

NIE has also sponsored project work at Appalachia Educational
Laboratory (AEL) that has focused on developing materials to train
parents for parent involvement in the schools. At the Center for
Social Organization of Schools (CSOS), NIE has sponsored research in
the public schools that has examined differences between teachers who
implement parent involvement activities and those who do not. This
research has examined relationships betweer parent involvement
activities and teacher characteristics, school characteristics,
student achievement outcomes, and even parent outcomes. In summary,
a great deal of work has been done in the area of parent involvement,
and the focus on effective schools suggests there ¢i11 be aven more
in the future,

However, there have been relatively few attempts to develop
collaborative projects between the various research projects working
in this field. Although Project staff have continually reviewed the
literature to determine what is being done and have shared research
reports with many of these other institutions, they have rarely had
opportunities to meet extensively and compare notes with their fellow
researchers,

These collaborative activities are needed to increase the
exchange of ideas and experience among the various projects. This
exchanging of ideas is expected to produce a better understanding of
the work being done in parent involvement, to lead to a greater
appreciation of the work of other institutions, to produce new ways
of conceptualizing the problems in the field, and to reduce the
amount of overlap or redundancy across projects,

The exchange of research reports will also make the work of each
institution more widely available to educator in all parts of the
country. The state-of-the-art report will benefit researchers by
increasing their awareness of the contributions of others working in
this field, and it will benefit educators by providing them with a
quick and efficient way to find what research has learned about
improving parent involvement in the public schools. In summary,
these collaborative activities are needed to produce benefits for
researchers, for teacher educators, for teachers who are working with
parents, and for administrators who are responsible for parent
involvement programs in the schools,

c. Need for Dissemination Efforts

During the past 20 years, a consistent criticism of educational
research has been that it has failed to bring about needed
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improvements in the nation's educational systems, Educators have
complained that researchers often 1ook at abstract issues that are
not relevant to day-to-day activities in the schools. Researchers
have tended to define the problem differently; they suggest that
educators and educational administrators are generally unaware of
research findings and are simply slow to adopt any new techniques
suggested by research.

From the beginning, SEDL's Parent Involvement in Education
Project (PIEP) has gathered ¢ gestions from each group--researchers
and educators--before conducting surveys. This approach has been
intended to help ensure that the questions posed in the surveys are
questions of interest to the educators as well as to researchers. To
improve educators' awareness of research findings, SEDL has
consistently disseminated summaries to each of the groups surveyed,

Because the data base created by the PIEP contains information
relevant to each phase of the planning and implementation of parent
involvement efforts in the schools, it is important to make certain
that parents, educators, and teacher trainers are aware of the
practical implications of this research. In FY'85, the PIEP needed
to disseminate not only the results of the series of surveys, but
also the implications of those results in the forms of suggestions
and recommendations for teacher training, for changes in educational

policies, and for implementing parent involvement programs at the LEA
level,

These dissemination efforts are needed to facilitate the work of
those in education who are already working to make schools more
effective by increasing parent participation, The PIEP's goal has
been to provide with research results and information about parent
involvement work in other settings so that those working in this area
can benefit from the experiences of others and improve the
implementation of their own parent involvement efforts. Teacher
educators will have research and program information enabling them to
design teacher training for parent involvement that is based upon the
experience of teachers in the field rather than upon rhetoric or the
bureaucratic requirements of particular school districts.

The goal of these dissemination efforts has been to provide
assistance to those working to improve schools by increasing parent
involvement, Whether they are developing programs in school
districts or training teachers to improve their skills in working
with parents, the information disseminated will facilitate their
efforts by providing an up-to-date view of the techniques and
strategies used by others in the field.




Cl. Goals and Objectives

The plan for FY85 was to augment PIEP's data base on parent
involvement, to initiate collaborative activities with others
conducting research in parent involvement, and to disseminate
practical information based upon research and practice to parents, to
educators in the public schools, and to those involved in the
professional training of teachers.

The following goals and objectives summarize the proposed
Project activities for FY'85:

Goal 1: To strengthen the information data base concerning
parent involvement in education at the elementary school
level,

Objective 1.1: To conduct a survey of parents with elementary
school-age children at selected sites in four large cities
within SEDL's six-state region.

Objective 1.2: To combine the large city parent involvement
data with existing data from medium and small cities in
SEDL's region.

Objective 1.3: To compare the expanded parent data base with
data from other stakeholder groups previously surveyed.

Objective 1.4: To refine, as appropriate, implications and
recommendations based upon survey results for training
elementary school teachers and for improving parent
involvement programs.

Goal 2: To conduct collaborative efforts with project staff at
AEL, CSOS, and Far West Laboratory (FWL), regarding
improvement of schools and education through parent
involvement.

Objective 2.1: To share information about results from the
survey with colleagues having similar projects at the
Appalachia Educational Laboratory, Center for Social
Organization of Schools, and the Far West Laboratory for
Educational Research and Development.

Objective 2.2: To make joint presentations at national meetings
as a means of further sharing the results of the parent
involvement research in addition to the parent involvement
training guidelines and strategies.

Objective 2.3: To prepare a state-of-the-art report that
describes research and current practices in parent
involvement in public schools.
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Goal 3: To disseminate project results for use by professional
and lay groups interested in parent involvement.

Objective 3.1: To prepare three quarterly reports and one final
report for NIE.

Objective 3.2: To distribute executive summaries of the final
report from the expanded parent survey to survey participants
as well as to professional/lay individuals, groups, and
organizations concerned with parent involvement,

Objective 3.3: To provide infurmation about the parent
involvement training workshop evaluation results to
participants as well as other related individuals and
organizations.

Objective 3.4: To prepare written documents for publication in
appropriate newsletters, magazines, Jjournals, monographs, and
for books concerning parent involvement in education,

Objective 3.5: To make presentations at local, state, and
national meetings as a means of further sharing the results
of the parent involvement research and parent involvement
training guidelines derived from them.

Objective 3.6: To assist in facilitation of expanded
information exchange and network building among individuals,
organizations, and institutions interested in improving
schools and education.

C2. Key Staff

Susan Deason's major responsibilities include facilitating/
coordinating the range of secretarial support services needed for the
project. Among these are correspondence preparation; report
preparation and mailing; supervision of secretarial staff; arranging
staff travel; preparation/submission of travel expense vouchers;
responding to telephone, written, or in-person inquiries regarding
project matters; acquisition of necessary staff supplies;
organization/maintainence of an effective filing system; monitoring
designated project/division budget 1ine items; and other duties as
assigned.

Dr. Chavkin's major responsibilities include working closely
with the Project Director on a variety of project matters. Among
these are preparing segments of project reports; identifying,
locating, reviewing, synthesizing, and keeping records of relevant
resources for the project; organizing data for analysis; assisting in
developing data collecting instruments; assisting with gathering
project data; conducting analyses of project data; assisting in
preparing written reports on data results and conclusions; assist in
dissemination of project findings; making presentations regarding
project outcomes at major meetings; and assisting in establishing and
maintaining parent involvement networks and linkages in SEDL region.
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Dr. Williams' major responsibilities are to direct, manage and
administer project activities. This includes scheduling of
activities to meet project deadlines; providing outlines and other
directions for staff about written project documents; coordination of
plans/arrangements for data collection; supervising instrument
development; assisting with coordination of data analyses; assisting
with interpretation of data results; ccordination/supervision of the
preparation of written discussion of results, conclusions and
recommendations; coordinating data gathering efforts; supervising
collaboration/dissemination activities; making presentation at major
meetings, conferences, etc; assessing performance of staff;
monitoring and approving project expenditures; providing general
supervision for all project staff; and acting as spokesperson for
project efforts,
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D. Major Activities and Accomplishments

D1. Strengthening the information data base

a. Conducting the survey of parents in four large cities

After identifying the large cities (populations over 500,000),
project staff chose four cities as target sites for administering the
parent involvement survey, The four cities chosen were those having
a disproportionately low response from parent participants in the
previous PIEP parent survey. The cities where either very low or no
responses were obtained are as follows: Dallas, Texas; Houston,
Texas; New Orleans, Louisiana; and San Antonio, Texas, The PIEP
staff worked with state and city PTA officials to make the
appropriate local school selections in each city.

The subjects for this survey were parents of elementary school-
age children in each of the four cities. All parents in each
elementary school chosen for the survey were invited to participate
in the survey, Parents were asked to take part in the survey at a
scheduled PTA meeting held at the selected schools. Typically, many
of these parents were members of the PTA, However, information about
the survey was sent to all parents and their participation was
requested,

Extending the selection to all parents addressed two issues
raised with respect to the previous parent survey, First, it helped
remove some of the bias associated with most of the parents being PTA
members, Second, it provided an opportunity for non-PTA and perhaps
non-active parents to share their perspectives regarding parent
involvement. Approximately 1,400 subjects were sought for
participation in the parent survey, or some 350 parents from each
city., Attachment A shows the schedule followed in conducting the
survey, who the PTA and school principal contacts were, what their
addresses and telephone numbers were, the survey dates, and survey
times,

The instrument used in this survey is called the Parent Involve-
ment Questionnaire (PIQ). It is the fourth edition of six variations
that have been used in previous PIEP surveys, The PIQ is a self-
report instrument consisting of 100 closed responses items, and it is
divided into seven parts. It was specifically reviewed and revised
for the 1985 survey to assure it contained clear directions, was at
the sixth-grade reading level and could be compared with the previous
surveys (See Attachment B ),

Section I contains statements on general ideas about parent
involvement, and parents are asked how much they agree or disagree
with each statement, Section II contains school decisions in which
parents may be interested in being involved, and parents are asked
how interested they are in being involved in each decision, Section
III 1ists seven parent involvement roles, and parents are asked how
much interest they have in being involved in each one, Section IV is
made up of parent involvement activities, and parents are asked how
much they participate in each., Section V offers suggestions for
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improving parent involvement in the schools, and parents are asked
how well each suggestion would work to increased parent involvement,
Part VI lists reasons why parents become less involved in children's
education when children enter high school, and parents are asked how
much they agree with each reason. Part VII contains demographic
items and requires respondents to check the appropriate response for
each item or give a short answer.

As in previous versions of the PIQ, a Likert-type response scale
is provided for Parts I-VI of the questionnaire, The scale varies in
format for the different parts. In Parts I and VI a four-point scale
of 1 = Strongly Disagree, 2 = Disagree, 3 = Agree, 4 = Strongly Agree
is provided, In Parts II and III a five-point scale of 1=
Definitely Not Interested to § = Definitely Interested is used. 1In
Part IV the scale was revised so that respondents first answered how
much they took part in this activity. Part VII remained primarily a
“check the box" or “short answer” format. In Part V the scale of
responses ranges from 1 = Definitely Would Not Work to 5 = Definitely
Would Work., The words "not known" were changed to “Don't Know" for
clarity.

A total of 1020 completed surveys were collected from the four
large-sized city school districts. In addition, there were 43
surveys returned that were less than 80% complete. This made the
total of returned surveys 1063. The projected goal for the
large-sized city school districts was 1300, which results in a return
rate of 75.9%, Attachment C shows the results from each school,
each city, and the total returns.

b. Combining the large city parent involvement data with existing
data

The first major task in meeting this objective was to prepare
tables that described the expanded parent data base. The tables were
organized into categories in order to facilitate the data analyses,
These categories are: return rate of sample; characteristics of
respondents; statements about parents; parent involvement decisions;
parent involvement roles; parent involvement activities; suggestions
about parent involvement; reasons why parents become less involyed at
high school; comparison of interest with participation and secondary
analyses,

Exhibit 1 shows the number and percent of completed surveys in
the expanded data base. The addition of 1020 surveys in 1985 has
made the return rate for the total survey 73.8% (3103 completed
surveys out of a projected goal of 4205),

Exhibits 2 and 3 describe the sample in terms of city size and
ethnicity, The sampTe approximates the projected goal of achieving
equal representation among large, medium, and small-sized cities in
the region. The sample also represents the region in terms of white
and minority respondents, with 59% of the sample being white and 41%
being minority.

.
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Mumber and Percent of C

Exhibit 1

ompleted Surveys

Compared by State
) Sample Completed Percent
State Size Returns Returned
AR 210 111 52.9
LA 645 491 76.1

MS 285 196 58.8
NM 310 221 71.3
0K 395 153 38.7
TX 2360 1931 81.8
Total 4205 3103 73.8

Description of Sample by City Size

Exhibit 2

Size

Completed
Returns

Percent
Returned

Large
Medium
Small

1321
680
1102

42.6
21.9
35.5

Total

3103

100.0




Exhibit 3

Ethnicity of Sample Compared to the Nation and Region

Nation | Region | Qur Sample
White 75.3 61.9 59.0
Minority 26.7 38.1 41.0

Source For National and Regional pata:

V.W. Plisko, ed.

The Condition of

Education, 1984 Edition (Washington, DC: National Center for
Educational Statistics, 1984): 18, Table 1.3,
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Exhibit 4 is a composite of all the demographic characteristics
of the parents in the expanded survey., the results show that 83.6%
of those surveyed were PTA members, 84.1% were female, 50.1% were
between 30 and 39 years of age, 83.5% were married, and 88% had a
high school education or more, Blacks represented 22.6% of the
respondents and Hispanics represented 16.8%. The results also showed
that 67.8% of the respondents worked part-time or full-time outside
of the home and 91.3% of their spouses worked outside of the home.
The survey was evenly distributed amuriy family income levels with
35.6% earning less than $15,000, 26.5% earning between
$15,000-25,000, and 37.9% earning ove: $25,000.

Parents' agreement with statements about parent involvement are
depicted in Exhibit 5 . The statements in Exhibit _5_are arranged
in the rank order of strength of agreement with the statement,
Overall there was a strong, favorable response tc parent involvement
in education, The statement "I want to spend time helping my
children get the best aducation," received an “agree” or "strongly
agree" response from 99.3% of the parents, The statement receiving
the least amount of agreement (only 10.6%) was: “I have little to do
with my children's success in school." The mean response to each
statement was also obtained and appears as Exhibit 6.

Exhibit 7 shows the frequency and rank order of parents’
interest in decisions about parent involvement. Fifty percent (50%)
or more of the parents expressed interest in 13 of the 1. decisions.
More than 80% of the parents expressed interest in four . .sions:
choosing classroom discipline methods, evaluating how well my
children are learning, setting school behavior rules, and the amount
of homework assigned, The mean response to each decision can be
found in Exhibit 8 ., Exnibit 9 Tlists the frequency of interest in
all seven roles, “"More than 90% of the parents expressed interest in
the traditional roles of audience, home tutor, and school program
supporter. Exhibit 10 presents the mean response to each parent
involvement role,

Exhibit _11 shows the frequency and rank order of participation
ir parent involvement activities. The activities with the highest
amount of participation were traditional activities such as going to
open house, helping with homework, visiting the school, and going to
parent-teacher conferences, More than 82% of the parents
participated in PTA meetings, Only 11% of the parents helped to hire
or fire teachers and principals. Exhibit 12 shows the mean
response to each activity,

Exhibit _13 shows parents' agreemen: with suggestions about
improving parent involvement: A1l of the suggestions received
agreement from more than 82% of the parents. The suggestion
receiving the most agreement from parents was that of giving parents
more information about children's success in school. Exhibit 14
shows the mean response to each suggestion,

Parents' agreement with reasons why they become less involved at
high school is shown in Exhibit 15 . The top three reasons parents
agreed with were: parents may not understand some of the courses
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Characteristics of Responding Parents

~
N

Demographic Items Frequencg Adjusted
(Total N=3103)a (Number)®|Frequency
(Percent)c
PTA Affiliation
a. Member 2548 83.6
b. Non-member 500 16.4
PTA Leadership
a. Have been an officer 1312 43.1
b. Never been an officer 1735 56.9
School Board Membership
a. Have been a member 165 5.5
b. Never been a member 2862 94.5
Gender
a. Female 2553 84.1
b. Male 483 15.9
Age
d. Less than 20 6 0.2
b. 20-29 494 17.0
c. 30-39 1717 59.1

@ N=Number of respondents

the percentage

Frequency=The number of Parents responding affirmatively to the jtem
C Adjusted Frequency=The percent of parerits responding affirmatively to the item with missing data excluded in calculating
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Exhibit _4  cont'd. 3

Characteristics of Responding Parents

Demographic Items Frequencg Adjusted
(Total N=3103)a (Number)®| Frequency
(Percent)cC
d. 40-49 561 19.3
e. 50 or more 128 4.4
6. Number of Children
a. 1-2 1739 57.8
b. 3-4 1019 33.8 |
C. 5-6 189 6.3
d. 7 or more - 64 2.1
7. Marital Status
a. Single Parent 498 16.5
b. Married (with spouse livirg at home) 2516 83.5
8. Highest Level of Education Completed
a. Elementary School 115 3.8
b. Some High School 249 8.2
¢. Finished High School 861 28.3
d. Some College 919 30.2
e. Finished College 548 18.0
f. Graduate Degree 348 11.4
& N=Number of respondents
Frequency=The number of parenis responding affirmatively to the item .
€ Adjusted Frequency=The percent of parents responding affirmatively to the item with missing data excluded in calculating

the percentage
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Exhibit _4  cont‘d.

Characteristics of Responding Parents

N
N

Demographic Items Frequency|Adjusted
(Total N=3103)a (Number )] Frequency
(Percent)c

9. Ethnicity

a. Anglo 1779 59.0

b. Black 682 22.6

C. Hispanic 506 16.8

d. Asian 22 o7

e. American Indian 26 .9
10. Amount of Time Working Outside Home

a. Full-time 1360 44.9

b. Part-time 693 22.9

c. Not at all 979 32.3
11. Amount of Time Spouse Works Outside Home

a. Full-time 2285 84.9

b. Part-time 173 6.4

c. Not at all 232 8.6
12. Family Income Leveld

a. 0 - $15,000 348 35.6

b. $15,000 - $25,000 259 26.5

c. Over $25,000 N 37.9

3 N=Number of respondents

Frequency=The number of parents responding affirmatively to the item

€ Adjusted Frequency=The percent of parents responding affirmativel

the percentage
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™
Frequency and Rank Order of Mreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement
Adjusted
Statements Frequency|Frequency] Rank
(Total N=3103)2 of Agrea-|(Per-
mentb  fcent)c

I want to spend time helping my children get the best education, (N=1011)d 1004 99.3 1
I cooperate with my children's teachers, (N=1002)d 985 98.3 2
! should make sure that my children do their homework. (N=3081) 3001 97.4 3
Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework, (N=3079) 2961 96.2 4
I should be responsible for getting more involved in my children's school. (N=3050) 2919 95.7 5
I want teachers to send more information home abaut classroom 1carning
activities, (N=3049) 2856 93.7 6
Parents should take part more in school decisfons, (N=998)d 931 93.3 7
I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. (N=3057) 2792 91.3 8
I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do, (N=3014) 2287 75.9 9
Teachers need to be trained for working with parents, (N=3033) 2205 72.7 10
I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal. (N=989)d 710 71.8 11
School districts should make rules for involving parents. (N=999)d 704 70.5 12
I should have the final word in decisions about my children'§ education, (N=29§9) 2109 70.3 13
Principals should be {n charge of getting parents tnvolved in the school, (N=3019) 1831 60.6 14

9N = Number of parents responding to the individual item,
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the Statement,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data
excluded in calculating the percentage,
ditem included in 1985 survey only,
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Exhibit _§_ cont'd,

Frequency and Rank Order with Statements
about Parent Involvement

—
(3]

Adjusted

Statements Frequency | Frequency| Rank

(Total N=3103)a of Agree- | (Per-

mentb cent)C
Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school, (N=3055) 1463 47.9 15

I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading, math, and

writing. (N=3064) 1530 49.3 16
I do not have enough training to help make school decisions, (N=3039) 1037 4.1 17
Working parents do not have time to be tnvolved in school activities, (N=1011)d 297 29.4 18
Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. (N=3044) 845 27.8 19
I have little to do with my children's success in school. (N=3047) 322 10.6 20

N = Number of parents responding to the individual ftem,
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeinyg or strongly agreefng with the statement,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data
excluded §n calculating the percentage.

Yitem included in 1985 survey only.
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IE& o EXMbit 6 g

o
Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Statements (Total M-3103)a xb snc RANK
I want to spend time helping my children get the best education.d 3.699 | 482 1
I should make sure that my children do their homework. ) 3.632 .562 2
I cooperate with my children's teachers,d 3.551 | .718 3
Teacihers should give we ideas about helping my children with homework, 3.430 . .595 4q
I shouid be responsible for getting more involved {n my children's school. 3.409 .595 5
Parents should take part more 1n school decisions.d 3.328 | .627 6
I want teachers to send more informat fon home about classroom learning activities. 3.298 .601 7
I usually feel at ease when | visit the school, 3.274 .674
I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education, 2.912 .814 9
I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.d 2.907 .871 10
I would help my children more with homework if | knew what to do, 2,907 | .773 10
Teachers need to be trained for working with parents, 2.878 . 746 11
School districts should make rules for involving parents.d 2.862 .838 12
Principals should be in charge of getting parents tnvolved fn the school, 2.690 .771 13
Teachers should be in charge of getting parents tavclved in the school, 2.517 .795. 14
I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 1ike reading, math, and writing, 2.487 .842 15
I do not have enough training to help make schao) decistions, 2.217 .812 16
3 N=Number of respondents
b X-Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongiy disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C Sh=Standard deviation
d Item included in 1985 survey only 4
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Exhibit _6  cont'd. Y
Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Statements (Total N=3103)2 b sne RANK
Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activitjes.d 2.133 .904 17
Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents, 2.114 .B27 18
1 have little to do with my children's success in school, 1.602 774 19

N=Number of respondents

X=Mean respouse, using a four-point scale of | (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
SD=Standard deviation
!

tem included in 1985 survey only
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Exhibit 7 <
B8EZL e ¥AVICTESrE
Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Pacisions about Parent Invol vement

Adjusted
Decisions Frequency | Frequency
(Total N=3103)2 of (Per- Rank
Interestb cent)cC
Choosing classroom discipline metnods . {N=3057) 2544 " 83.2 1
Evaluating how well my children are learning. (N=3059) 2510 82.1 2
Setting school behavior ryles, (N=3050) 2483 81.4 3 ‘
Amount of homework assigned. {N=3071) 2459 80.1 4 :
Setting school rules for grading and passing children. (N=1009)d 748 74.1 5
Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their Job, (N=3068) 2218 72.3 6 -
Placing my children in Special Education, (N=2055) 2159 70.7 7
Selecting schoo) textbooks and other learning materials, (N=3070) 2161 70.4 8
Deciding what's most important for the school budget. (N=3059) 2001 65.4 9 f
Making school desegregation plsns. (N=3014) 1830 61.7 10 §
Helping the scnoo) decide what to teach ind how, (N=1010)d 576 57.0 11 !
Having more multiculturai/bilingual educatfon in the school. (N=3059) 1733 56.7 12
Hiring principal and teachers. (N=3055) 1528 50.0 13
7iring principal a.d teachers. (N=3066) 1342 43.8 14

2N=Number of parents responding to !ndividual ftem.

Frequency of Interest = he number of parents probably interested or definitely intercsted in the decision.

CAd justed Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data
excluded in calculating the percentage,

YItem inciuded in 1985 survey only. 51
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Exhibit 8 «

Mean Response and Rank Grder of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement

Decisions (Total N=3103)2 X0 1 spe | pank

Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4.275].984 1
Evaluating how well my children are learning, 4.258].984
Amount of homework assigned. « 14.190(.991
Setting school behavior ryles. 4.125(1.031
Placing my children in Special Education, 3.999{1.174
tvaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 3.938]1.156
Setting school rules for arading and passing children.d 3.932|1.160
Selecting school textbooks and other learning materfals. 3.918}1.091
Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 3.755]1.1590
Making school desegregation plans. 3.621]1.324
Helping the school decide what to teach and how,d 3.573]1.298
Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school, 3.53411,291
Hiring principal and teachers, 3.35211.330
Firing principal and teachers, 3.192]1.357
érg=Number of respondents

X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of | (definitely not interested) tv § (definitely interested)
C Sh=Standard deviation
9 Item included in 1985 survey only
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Frequency and Rank Order of Interest
ip Parent Involvement Roles

BESI COPY AVAILABLE )

Adjusted
Roles Frequency | Frequency
(Total N=3103)2 of (Per- Rank
Interestd | cent)c

Audience - supporting your child in school, for exaﬁple, by going to school 2929 5.9 1
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc. (N=3055)
Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other 2783 91.2 2
educational activities. (N=3052)
School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for 2753 90.1 3
example, caaperonﬁng a party or field trip, tiktny tickets at a fund-ratsing
dinner, or such activities. (N=3055)
Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals where 2454 80.0 4
everyone learns more about children and education. (N=3068)
Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes in 2383 77.8 5
rules or practices in the school or school system. (N=3063)
Decision Maker - betng on an advisory board, a school comittee, or governing 2287 74.6 6
board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees. (N=2065)
Patd School Staff - work in the school as an afde, parent educator, assistant 1824 59.8 7
teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs, (N=3050)

aN = Number of parents responding to the individual item,

bFrequency of Interest = The number of parents probabl

y interested or strongly interested in the role.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual role with missing data excluded

in calculating the percentage,
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Exhibit 10 =~
Nean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Roles
Roles (Total N=3103)3 xb SDC | RANK

Audience - supporting your child in school, for examﬁle, by going to school performances, baking for 4.703 | .626 1
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc.

Home Tutor - hziping your children at home with school work or other educational activities. * 14.541 | .832 2
School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party [4.420 | .888 3
or field trip, takgng tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities,

Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes in rules or practices in the 4.129 |1.039 4
school or school system.

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals where everyone learns more 4.128 [1.046 5
about children and education.

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a schoo) comittee, or governing board or by giving your 14.030 {1.119 6
opinions to these boards or committees.

Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant 3.483 {1.439 7
Tibrarian, or other such Jobs,

4 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of | (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviatijon
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Exhibit 11 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
Frequency and, Ragk octtur=5E Participation
h Parest Involvement Activities
Adjusted
Activities Frequency Frequency| Rank
(Total N<3103)a of Partic-| (Per-
ipationb [ cent)c

Going to “open house® or special programs at school. (N=3046) 2919 95.8 1
Helping children with homework, (M=2908) 2674 92.0 2
Visiting the school to see what is happening, (N=3029) 2768 91.4 3
Going to parert/teacher conferences about your child's progress, (N=2996) 2737 91.4 3
Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games, magazines, books, 2526 85.3 §
etc. (N=2976)
Taking part in pyaA meetings, (N=3025) 2494 82.4 5
Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, librarfes, art 2425 81.5 6
galleries, etc, (¥=2976)
Helping with schoo) activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 2400 80.7 7
raising, etc, (N=2973)
Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 2051 69,2 8
parties, (M=2966)
Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the 1405 57.5 9
School. (N=2443)
Going to classes at the school which help you tecsch your children at home, (N=2008) 1148 57.2 10
Organizing parent volunteer activities, (N=2876) 1501 52.2 11

AN = Number of parents responding to the individual ftem,
bFrequency of Participation - The number of parents taking part {n activities sometimes or often,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,
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Exhibit _11  cont'd.

(2]
Frequency and Rank Order of Participation ”
in Parent Involvement Activities
Adjusted
Activities Frequency Frequency] Rank
(Total N=31G3)a of Partic-| (per-
ipationt cent)C

Working to improve the schools through community groups 1ike neighborhood 1353 ., 49.1 12
assoctations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. (N=2757)
Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story telling, 1194 44.5 13
reading, math games, etc. (N=2799)
Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground, lunchroom, 1228 43.9 14
nurse's office, etc. (N=2799)
Giving tdeas to the school board or school administration for making changes. (N=2855) 1069 37.4 15
Going to meeting of the school board. (N=2943) 1028 34.9 16
Working as full time patd staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher atde,
cafeteria help, etc. (N=2740) 847 30.9 17
Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike Title I, Follow through, ESAA, etc.)
(N=2619) 748 28.6 18
Planning the schooj budget. (N=2686) 736 27.4 19
Helping to plan what will be taught in the school, (N=2538) 542 21.4 20
Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. (N=2522) 506 20.1 21
Working as part time patd staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk, nurse,
health atde, etc. (N=2712) 532 19.6 22
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. (N=2453) 271 11.0 23

AN=Number of parents responding to ¢he tndividual {tem.
Frequency of Participation = The number of parents taking part in activities sometimes or often,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the tndividual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,
61
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Exhibit 12
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Nean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities

Activities (N=3103)a Xb sne RANK

Going to “open house" or special programs at school.ool. 3.734 »579 1
Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund raicing, etc. 3.720 |1.001 2
Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress, 3.564 072 3
Helping children with homework. 3.563 .768 q
Visiting the school to see what is happening, 3.485 .703 5
Taking part in PTA meetings, 3.347 .942 6
Helping children learn with materials ot home, for example, games, magazines, books, etc.|3.326 |.908 7
T:king children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art galleries, 3.163 |.946 8
etc,

Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to parties. 2.897 [1.134 9
Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the school, 2.611 }1.194 10
Going to classes at the schoo) which help you teach your children at home, 2.607 J1.178 11
Organizing parent volunteer activties, 2.467 (1.224 12
Working to improve the schools through community groups 1ike neighborhood assocfations, |2.3% |1.198 13
Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story telling, reading, |2.286 [1.183 14
Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground, lunchroom, |2.263 |1.228 15
Giving ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes, 2.059 [1.125 16
Going to meeting of the school board. 2,020 j1.12% 17

N=Number of respondents

a
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1} (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation

d For Rank, TPM-take part most, TPL=take part least 63
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Exhibit 12 cont'd, ¥
Mean Resporse and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Activities (N=3103)2 Xt soc RANK

Helping decide how well schoo) programs work (1ike Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc,) |1.852 1.088 18
Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 1ibrarian, teacher aide, cafeterial1.839 |[}.192 19
help, etc.
Planning the school budget. 1.797 {1.111 20
Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.629 |1.004 21
Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their Jobs, 1.588 .982 22
Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk, nurse, 1.550 {1.031 23
health aide, etc.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals, 1.331 .810 24

8 N=Number of respondents

b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)

C Sh=Standard deviation

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part leus: 65
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Adjusted
Suggestions Frequency Frequency
(Total N=3103)2 of Agree- | (Per- Rank
mentb cent )¢
Giving parents more information about children's success in school. (N=3048) 2831 92.9 1
Making parents feel more welcome in the school. (N=3046) 2804 92.1 2
Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. (N=3040) 2742 90.2 3
Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved, (N=3050) 2719 89.1 4
Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. (N=3645) ) 2710 89.0 5
Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be involved. (N=3035) 2691 88.7 6
Helping students understand that having their parents involved is important. (N=3043) 2700 88.7 6
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. (N=3044) 2683 88.1 7
' Having informal meetings or activities where Parents and school staff can get 2651 87.1 8
to know each other better. (N=3043)
Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. (H=3038) 2493 82.1 9

AN = Number of parents responding to the individual ftem,

hFrequency of Agreement = The number of Parents agreeing or strongly agreseing with the suggestion,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the tndividual suggestion with missing data
excluded in calculating the percentage. 6/
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Exhibit 14

™

2
Nean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement

Suggestions (Total N=3103)a xb I spe | rank
Giving parents more information about children's success in school, 4.391] .695 1
Making parents feel more welcome 1n the school, 4.369] .702 | 2
Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers, -+ 14.289] .756 3
Halping parents to better understand the subjects being taught, 4.276| .714 4
Helping students understand that having their parents invelved is important, 4.276} .776 4
Planning more school acti;ities at times when working parents can come, 4.254] .819 5
Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can get to know each other better.|4.221] .801 6
Asking parents in what ways they would like to be favolved, 4.218] .776 7
Sending more information to parents about ways they could be fnvolved, 4.166] .766 8
Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children, 4.085] .865 9

a
b
C

N=Number of respondents

-

X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1} (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
Sh=Standard devtation
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Frequency and Rank Order of Mgreement with Reasons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School '

Adjusted
Reasons Frequency | Frequency
(Total N=3103)2 of Agree- | (Per- Rank
mentb cent)c¢
Parents may not understand some o\ the courses taken in high school. (N=2957) 2406 81.4 1
Teachers don't ask parents to be fnvolved in school as much. (N=2917) 2221 76.1 2
There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. (N=2844) 1997 70.2 3
There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. (N=2829) 1948 68.9 4
Children do not want their parents involved when they get to high school. (N=2912) 1702 58.4 5
High school principals do not éncourage parent involvement in the school. (N=2790) 1589 57.0 6
Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. (N=2905) 1423 49.0 7
Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and work at the 1268 43.2 8
same time, (N=2933)
There are too many teachers to talk to. (N=2935) 880 30.0 9
The schools are too far away. (N=2942) 637 21.7 10
AN = Number of parents responding to the individual ttem,

bFrequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reason,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual reason with missing data
excluded in calculating the percentage,
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taken in high school; teachers don't ask parents to be involved in
school as much; and there are not as many parent/teacher
conferences, Exhibit 16 shows the mean response to each reason.

In order to understand more -bout the expanded survey,
comparisons were made between levels of interest in parent
involvement roles and parents' reports of participation ir related
parent involvement activities. Exhibit 17 and Exhibit 18 show
these comparisons. The most striking discrepancy between Tnterest
and participation appears in the role of decision-maker where 74.6%
of the parents express interest in decision-making activities but
less then 30% of the parents report any kind of participation in such
decision-making,

Secondary analyses of the expanded survey were also conducted.
Frequencies, adjusted frequencies, rank orders, and means were
obtained by breaking down the survey into groups according to the
following demographic characteristics: gender, ethnicity, °
educational level, marital status, family work status, city size,
age, number of children, income, and year of survey , Tables were
prepared to show the breakdowns using percentage and mean comparisons
for each demographic variable. These tables are included as
Attachment D through Attachment W .

To interpret these comparisons, a significance level of p<.001
was used to identify significant differences, and the eta square
statistic was used as an estimate of the amount of variance that
could be accounted for the difference. Attachment _X_shows the
breakdown of item responses according to each demographic variable.
Income, ethnicity, educational level, and city size breakdowns
contained the greatest number of items that varied according to the
demographic variable, although there were items that varied according
to each demographic variable,

Examples of items that varied according to income level are:
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals (eta2=.18);

I have little to do with my children's success in school
(eta2=,15);

Helping to plan what will be taught in school (eta2=.15);
Working as part time paid staff in school (eta2=,15);

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs
(eta2=.14);

Working parents do not have time to be involved in school
activities (eta2=.13);

I do_not have enough training to help makez school decisions

(eta2=11),

Examples of items that varied according to ethnicity are:
45
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Exhibit 16

Kean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents g

Become Less Involved at High School }

Reasons (Total N-3103)a xb soc | rank]:

Parents may not understand some of the courses takenm fn high school, 3.028 | .741 1 |
Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much, . 2,935 | .780 2
There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents, B 2.830 | .800 3
There are not as many parent/teacher conferences, 2.821 | .761 4
High school principals do not encourage parent involvement n the school, 2.666 | .849 5
Children do not want thefr parents involved when they get to high school. 2.644 | .852 6
Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 2.502 | .819 7
Parents do not have time to be invelved fn school activities and work at the same time. 2.387 | .833 8
There are too many teachers to talk to. 2,218 1 .753 9
The schools are too far away, 2.111 | 7152 | 10

umber of respondents

an response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
tandard deviation
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Comparison by Percent of parents’
Participation in Relat

Exhibit 17

interest in Parent Involvement Roles with Their
ed Parent Involvement Activities

(Total N=3103)

~
<

Role

Frequency
of Inter-
esta

Adjusted
Frequency
(Percent)

Related Parent
Involvement Activities

Frequency
of Partic-
ipationb

Adjusted
Frequency
(Percent)

1. Paid School Staff - work in the
school as an alde, parent educa-
tor, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other such Jjobs,

1824

58.5

19.

Working full time paid staff, for
exampie, teacher, librarian, teacher.
aide, cafeteria help, etc.

Working as part time paid staff, for
example, assistant teacher, room
clerk, nurse, helth aide, etc.

847

532

30.9

19.6

School Program Supporter - coming
to the school to assist in events;
for example, chaperoning a party
or field trip, taking tickets at

a fund-raising dinner, or such

activities,

2753

90.1

9.

11.

12,

tielping with school activities such
as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc,

Helping teachers with classroom
learning activities, for example,
story telling, reading, math games,
etc.

Helping in the school, for example,
the library, reading center, play-
ground, lunchroom, nurse's office,
etc,

Going with children and teachers on
school field trips or picnics, or to
parties,

Organizing parent volunteer activi-
ties.

Taking part in PTA meetings.

2400

1194

1228

2051

1501

2494

80.7

44.5

43.9

69.2

52.2

82.4

4 Using a five-point scale of 1}
b

Using a four-point scale of

(definitely not interested
is the number of parents responding with a 4 (probably i
1 (never) to 4 (often),

responding with a 3 (sometimes) or 4 (often).

75

) to 5 (definitely interested),
nterested) or a 5 (definitely interested).
Frequency of Participation_is the n

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Frequency of Interest

umber of parents
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Comparison by Percent of Parents’ Interest in Parent Involvement Roles

BEST COFY AVAILABLE |

with Their

<t
Participation in Related pParent Involvement Activities
(Total N=3103)
Frequency |Adjusted Frequency |Adjusted
Role of Inter- |Frequenc Related Parent of Partic-|Frequenc
estd (Percent Involvement Activities ipationb (Percent{
3. Home Tutor - heiping your chil- 2783 91.2 2. Helping children with homework. 2674 92.0
dren at home with school wark or .
other educational activitfes, 15. Helping children iearn through the 2526 85.3
use of educational matelais at home,
for example, games, tagazines, books,
etc.
16. Taking children to places of educa- 2425 81.5
tional interest, for example,
museuns, ibraries, art galleries,
etc,
4. Audience - supporting your child 2929 65.9 3. Visiting the school to see what is 2768 91.4
n school, for example, by going happening,
to school performances, baking
for bake sales, responding to 4. Going to “open house” or special 2919 95.8
notices from the school, etc. programs at school,
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences 2737 91.4
about your child's progress.
5. Advocate - meeting with schoo} 2383 77.8 |17. Morking to improve the school's 1353 49.1
oard or other officials to ask through cosmunity groups such as
for changes in rules or practices neighborhood assoclations, church
in the school or school system. organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
23. Giving tdeas to the school board 1069 37.4
or school administration for making
changes,
24, Going to meeting of the school board. 1028 34.9

@ Using a five-point scale of 1| (definitel
of parents responding wit

is the number
b Using a four-point scale of |

responding with a 3 (sometimes) ur 4 (often),

77

y not interested
h a 4 (probabl)
(~ver) to 4 (often),

) to 5 (definitely interested),
y interested) or a 5 (definitely interested).
Frequency of Participation s the

Frequency of Interest

number of parents
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Comparison by Percent of Parents’

Exhibit 17 cont'd.

Interest in Parent Involvement Roles with Their o
Participation in Related Parent Involvement Activities ¥
(Total N=3103)
Frequency [Adjusted Frequency |Adjusted
Role of Inter- |Frequency Related Parent of Partic-|Frequency
esta (Percent) Involvement Activities ipationb |(pPercent)
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or 2454 80.0 5. Going to classes at the school which 1148 57.2
workshops with teachers and help you teach your children at home..
principals where everyone learns:
more about children and education. 19. Going to workshops or other such edu- 1405 57.5
cational activities for parents at
the schocl,
7. Decisicn-Maker - being on an 2287 74.6 |13. Planning the school budget. 736 27.4
advisory board, a schocl commit-
tee, or governing board; or by 14. Helping to plan what will be taught 542 21.4
giving your opinions to these in the school,
boards or committees,
18. Helping decide how well school pro- 748 28.6
grams vork (1ike Titlel, Follow
Through, ESAA, etc.).
20. Helping to decide how well teachers 506 20.1
and principals do their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and 271 11.0
principals.

3 Using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested

) to 5 (definitely interested),

Frequency of

is the number of parents responding with a 4 (probab'y interested) or a 5 (definitely interested).

Using a four-point scale of 1 (never) to 4 (often),
4 (often).

responding with a 3 (sometimes) or
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Exhibit 18
BEBL DObA VAVITYETE
Comparison by Means of Parents’ Interest in Parent Involvement Roles with Their

Participation in Related parent Involvement Activities
(Total N=3103)

50

Role Meanad S.D. Related Parent Meanb S.D.
Involvement Activities

1. Paid School Staff - work in the 3.483 1.439 1. Working full time paid staff, for 1.83Y 1.192
schoel as an aide, parent educa- example, teacher, librarian, teacher
tor, assistant teacher, assistant aide, cafeteria help, etc.
librarian, or other such jobs.

1. Working as part time paid staff, for 1.550 1.031
example, assistant teacher, room
. clerk, nurse, helth aide, etc.

2, School Program Supporter - coming 4.420 .888 6. Helping with school activities stch 3.720 1.001
to th. school to assist in events; as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
for example, chaperoning a party raising, etc.
or field trip, taking tickets at
a func-raising dinner, or such 7. Helping teachers with classroom 2.286 1.183
activities, learning activities, for example,
story telling, reading, math games,
etc,

8. Helping in the school, for example, 2.263 1.228
* the library, reading center, play-
gvound, lunchroom, nurse's office,
etc,

9. Going with children and teachers on 2.897 1.134
“ 0ol field trips or picnics, or to
parties,

11. Grganizing parent volunteer activi- .467 1.224
ties. :

12. Taking part in pTA meetings, 3.347 .942

d Using a five-point scale of 1 (defintteiy not interested) to § (definitely interested).
Using a Tour-po.nt scale of |} (never) to 4 (often).
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Exhibit 18 cont'd.

Comparison by Means of Parents’ Interest in Parent Involvement Roles wils Their 3
Participation in Related Parent Involvement Activities
(Total N=3103)
Role Meand S.D. Related Parent Meanb S.D.
Involvement Activities
3. Home Tutor - helping your chil- 4.703 .832 2. Helping children with homework. 3.563 .768
dren at home with school work or .
other educational activities, 15. Helping children learn through the 3.325 .908
use of educational mateials at homa,
for example, games, mzgazines, books,
etc.
16. Taking children to places of educa- 3.163 .946
tional interest, for example,
museuws, libraries, art galleries,
etc.
4. Audience - supporting ycar chilg 4.703 -626 | 3. Visiting the school to see what is 3.485 .703
in school, for example, by going happening.
to school performances, baking
for bake sales, responding to 4. Going to “open house® or special 3.734 579
notices from the school, etc, programs at school.
22, Going to parent/teacher conferences 3.564 J72
about your child's progress.
5. Advocate - meeting with school 4.129 1.039 [17. Working to improve the school's 2.396 1.198
board or other officials to ask through community groups such as
for changes in rules or practices neighborhcod associations, church
in the school or school system, organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
23. Giving ideas to the school board 2.059 1.125
or school administration for making
changes,
24, Going to meeting of the school board, 2.020 1.125

& Using a five-point scale of | {definitely not interested) to § (definitely interested).
Using a four-point scale of ] (never) to 4 (often).
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Comparison by Means of Pzrents® Interest in Parent Involvement Roles with Their o
Participation in Related Parent Involvement Activities
(Total N=3103)
Role Meand s.D. Related Parent Meanb s.D.
Involvement Activities
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or 4.128 1.046 5. Going to classes at the school which 2.607 1.178
workshops with teachers and help you teach your children at home,
principals where everyone learns
more about children and education. 10. Going to workshops or other such edu- 2.611 1.194
cational activities for parents at
the school,
7. Decision-Kaker - being on an 4.030 1.119 [13, Planning the school budget, 1.797 1.111
advisory board, a school commit- :
tee, or governing board; or by 14. Helping to plan what will be taught 1.629 1.004
giving your opinions to these in the school.
boards or committees.
18. lielping decide how well school pro- 1.629 1.008
grams work (1ike Titlel, Follow
Turough, ESAA, etc.),
20. Helping to decide how well teachers 1.588 .982
and principals do their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and 1.331 .810
principals,

3 Using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested).
Using a four-point scale of } (never) to 4 (often).
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C. Comparing the expanded parent involvement data base with

previous surveys of other key stakeholders

The next major task was to prepare appropriate comparison tables
from the other stakeholder group previously surveyed, Since the
survey instrument was different for each group previously surveyed,
tables were prepared using the current Parent Involvement
Questionnaire (PIQ) as the guide., Items that asked for the same data
from different respondents were used to prepare these tables. The

tables followed the sections of the PIQ and were organized into the
following categories:

- Parents' Agreement Compared to Educators' Agreement with
Statements about Parent Involvement;

- Parents' Interest in Compared to Educators’ Perceived Usefulness
of Parent Involvement in School Decisions;

- Parents' Interest in Compared to Educators’ Perceived Importance
of Parent Involvement Roles;

~ Parents' Report of Participation in Parent Involvement
Activities Compared with Educators’ Report of Typical School
Parent Involvement Activities;

- Parents' Interest in School Decisions Compared to Existing
School Policies that Encourage Parent Involvement in School
Decisions,

The next step was to compare the expanded parent data base with
other stakeholder groups. Exhibit 19 shows what percentage of each
respondent group (parents, teachers, principals, superintendents,
school board presidents, state education agency officials, and
teacher educators) agreed with statements about parent involvement,
The statement from the PIQ is used as the reference guide, although
it was not worded exactly the same on the other surveys, Strong
levels of agreement across all of the respondent groups is evident
for these statements: (1.) Teachers should give me ideas about
helping my children with homework; (10.) I should make sure that my
children do their homework; (14.) I cooperate with my children's
teachers, Low levels of agreement cross all of the resipondents
groups is evident for two Statements: (3.) Teachers have enough to do
without also having to work with parents; and (17.) I have little to
do with my children's success in the school.

There was disagreement among the respondents on six statements.
These statements are: (2.) Teachers should be in charge of getting
parents involved in the school; (7.) I usually feel at ease when [
visit the school; (9.) I do not have enough training to make school
decisions; (13.) I should have the final word in decisions about my
children's education; (15.) I should be responsible for getting more
involved in my children's school; (2..) 1 should help evaluate my
children's teachers and principals.
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Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school
(eta2=,10);

Teachers shouid be in charge of getting parents involved in the
school (eta2=,08);

Going to "open house" or special programs at school (eta2=,08);

Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals (eta2=.08).
Examples of items that varied according to educational level
are:

Working parents do not have time to be involved in school
activities (eta2=,14);

I have little to do with my children's success in school
(eta2=,10);

I do_not have enough training to help make school decisions
(eta2=.09).

Examples of items that varied according to city size are:
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals (eta2=,06);
Evaluating how well by children are learning (eta2=,06).

Although it is inappropriate to generalize, it appears that
parents in this survey differ in their responses to items on the
survey according to demographic variables. When one 1ooks at the
significant differences and then at the percentage of respondents
agreeing from each sub-group, statements such as the following can be
made:

Parents in this sample with family income below $15,000 help to
hire or fire teachers and principais significantly more often
than parents with income above $15,000.

Parents in this sample with less than a high school diploma
agreed significantly more often with the statement “working
parents do not have time to be involved in school activities."

Parents in this sample who are Black or Hispanic expressed
interest significantly more often in participating in d=cisions
related to having more multicultural/bilingual education in the
school than did Anglo parents.

Because these analyses are preliminary and not the central focus of
the study, the above statements are listed as examples of the
findings. More in-depth surveys are needed to confirm these
findings, What this survey has done is point out the need for more
intensive study of the relationship of demographic variables to
parent involvement,
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Exhibit _19
Parents Agreement Compared te Educators® Agressent with Statements shewt Parent lavelvemeat
Parents | Teachers |[Principsls |Superinten-| School State Educ.| Teac |
{n=3103) | (we881) {n=126) dents Soard Agency Educators
{W=1200) |Presidents [Officials {n=575)
Statements (n=662) (N=29)
(Total N=7176)2 .
Mjusted Mjusted Mjustt‘ Mjustt‘ Mjustod M.Ius!ed Adjusted
Frequenc
(ruuat{“ (nﬂ:ut{b (Nrcent{' (hrcnt{b (Percmt{' (rerccntyb (Percent{b
1. Teachers should give me {deas about helping my children 9.2 9.1 9.8 9.8 98.0 96.5 ———-
with homework,
2. Teachers should be In charge of getting parents tavolved 47.9 70.0 83.4 60.2 48.9 69.0 56.9
in the school,
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 27.8 23.5 12.5 2.8 6.2 3.4 4.7
with parents. :
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 12.7 086.8 92.1 86.5 80.1 89.6 81.0
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents {nvolved 60.6 64.5 73.7 87.3 75.2 93.1 ———-
in the school,
6. 1 want teachers to send more Information home about class- 93.7 64.0 73.2 . ———— .- ——e-
room learning activities.
7. 1 usually feel at ease when 1 visit the school, 91.3 39.0 4.7 S ———— ———- ——
8. 1 have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 49.3 52.6 65.5 ———- — ———- cn—-
like reading, math, and writing,
9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school decisions, un.1 62.0 50.4 81.% 71.8 75.8 D
10. 1 should make syre that sy children do their homework, 97.4 97.4 97.i —— ———- P ————
11. Working parents do not have time to be fnvolved in school 29.4 ——— ———- ——— ——— ———— R
activities,
¢ N:Number of respondents.
b adjusted Frequency = The percent of persons responding favorably to the individual statement with nissing date excluded {n calculating the percentage,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Exhibit _19  cont'd.
Pareats® Agreement Compared te Educaters’ Agresment with Statements sbeut Parent Invelvement
Parents | Teachers Principals |[Superinten-{ School State Educ.] Teacher
(N=3103) | (xe~081) (N=726) dents Soard Agency Educators
(N=1200) {Presidents [Officials (N=575)
Statements (n=662) (n=29)
(Total n=7176)*
Mjusu‘ Mjusted Mjusu‘ Mjuste‘ Mjuste‘ M]us!od Adjusted
Frequenc Frequenc
('ONNJ" (Percent (hrcntx" (Percmt{' (nrcent{h (nruut{" (Percent{b
12. 1 would help my children more with homework 1f | knew what 75.9 15.2 81.3 -———— - ¢ —~- 91.0
to do,
13. 1 should have the fina) word In decisiors about my 70.3 21.3 18.2 21.9 22.7 41.3 7.7
children's education,
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers, 9.3 89.4 5.3 ———— ———- ——— 96.2
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more involved in ny 95.7 67.6 51.1 00.2 89.8 79.3 19.7
children's school,
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children 9ot the best 99.3 —— — ——— ——— —— 7.5
educat fon,
17. 1 have Httle to do with my children's success in school, 10.6 ‘4.2 4.3 7.8 9.9 3.4 -
18.  Parents should take part more in school decisions. 93.3 80.3 85.1 P —— ———— 80.8
19.  School districts should make rules for involving parents. 20.5 ———— ———— 9L.6 84.2 96.7 —
20. 1 should help evaluate my children's teachers and 71.8 21.5 22.5 8.8 1.4 18.9 49.4
principal,

4 N=Number of respondents.
Mjusted Frequency = The percent of persons responding favorably to the

individual statement ywity missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Parents' interest in school decisions is compared to educators'
perceived usefulness of parent involvement in school decisions in
Exhibit _20 . For two decisions--(1,) parent involvement in the
amount of homework assigned and (4.) placing children in special
education--there was response similarity in the level of interest
expressed by parents and the perceived usefulness of parent
involvement by educators. With regard to other decisions, a great
deal of response dissimilarity was evident when comparing the level
of interest expressed by parents with the perceived level of
usefulness expressed by educators for parent involvement. For
example, response differences between parents' interest and
educators' perceived usefulness were evident in decisions about (3.)
selecting school textbooks and other learning materials, (6.) hiring
principals and teachers, (7.) evaluating how well principals and
teachers do their job, (9.) firing principals and teachers, (13.)
setting school rules for grading and passing children, and (14.)
helping decide what to teach and when. In all of these de -isions,
parents expressed more interest in participating in school aecisions
than educators felt such participation would be useful.

Interestingly, for the decision about parent involvement in
evaluating how well their children are learning, 82.1% of the parents
were interested, and 87.3% of the superintendents, 83.9% of the
school board presidents, and 89.7% state education agency officials
concurred that it would be useful, However, only 38.5% of the
teachers and 45.2% of the principals thought such involvement by
parents would be useful,

Parents' interest in parent involvement roles are compared to
educators' perceived importance of these roles in Exhibit 21 .
There was a match between parents* strong interest in the three
traditional roles (school program supporter, home tutor, and
audience) and educators' strong perceptions of the importance of
those roles, There was disagreement about the role of
decision-maker, with 74.6% of the parents expressing interest and
only 44.8% of the teachers and 50.1% of the principals thinking the
role was important,

Exhibit _22 shows parents' report of participation in parent
involvement activities compared with educators' report of how typical
the activities were in their schools, Two activities were
consistently rated with both a high level of participation by parents
and as a highly typical activity by educators. These two activities
were: (4,) going to open house or special programs at school and
(22.) going to parent/teacher conferences about children's progress,

Three activities were consistently rated low in terms of level
of participation by parents and not being a typical involvement
activity by educators, These activities were: (14.) helping to plan
what will be taught in school; (18.) helping to decide how well
teachers and principals do their job; and {21.) helping to hire or
fire teachers and principals,

For several activities, there was a lack of concurrence between
which activities parents reported participating in and educators
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Exhibit _20
Perants’ Interest In Conpared te uuutm'

Perceived Usefulness

of Parcat Invelvement §n Sches! pecisieas
Parents Teachers [principals |Superinten-| School State fduc.| Teacher
(#=3103) | (m-081) (n=1726) dents Soard Agency Educators
(N=1200) IPresidents fofficials (N=575)
Decisfons (n=-562) (N-29)
(Total w=7176)0 —
Mjusted Mjusud Mjus-o‘ Mjnnod Mjusted Mjusted Ajusted
:;m » (hrcu!{b (hrcu!{b (Pcrcen!{b (Pcrcen!{b (Pcrcent{b :;:32::&
1. Mount of homework assigned. 80.1 6.2 69.8 76.7 72.5 89.7 66.6
2. Choosing classroom discipling methods. 83.2 58.0 59.0 65.2 43.8 82.8 67.8
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning saterfals. 70.4 4.4 1.1 $3.0 50.2 62.1 61.8
4. Placing my children In Special Education. 70.7 70.2 82.4 7.8 74.2 82.8 87.0
5. Evaluating how well my children are tearning, 82.1 3.5 45.2 87.3 83.9 89.7 §4.4
6. Hiring principal and teachers. $0.0 12.7 11.7 12.5 17.8 17.6 50.7
7. Evaluating how wel) principals anc teachers do thefr Job, 72.3 26.4 23.5 cema - c——- 53.8
8. Deciding what's most fmportant for the school budget, 65.4 4?2.2 4.2 §2.4 45.6 12.4 ——--
9. Firing principal and teachers. 4.8 12.7 1.7 13.3 17.0 17.6 53.8
10. ’s‘:m? more multicultural /bi)induai education In the $6.7 §7.8 45.3 72.6 68.4 86.2 74.7
il. Making school desegregation plans, 6l.7 87.7 62.0 74.6 63.8 83.1 17.6
12. Setting school behavior rules, 82.4 57.4 $9.7 c——— c——— ———— c———
13. Setting schoo! rules for gradizg and passing chidren, 4.1 35.7 41.4 R e ——- 71.6
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how, §7.0 23.9 28.3 ———— co—- e 39.8

% NsMusber of respondents,
b adjusted Frequency = The percent of persons responding favorably to the individual statement

94

with aissing data excluded in calculating the percentage,
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Exhibit 21
Pareats’ Interest In Cenpaced to Educaters’ Perceived lapertance
of Parent lave’vansnt Neoles

Pa. Teachers [principals |Superinten-] School State Educ,
(N=3103) {n-081) {n=126) dents Soard Agency
(#=1200) {Presidents {officials
Roles {n=562) {n=29)

(Total N=7174)0 —
Mjusted Mjusted AMjusted Mjusted Mjusted Mjusted

Fraquenc Frequenc Froquenc Frequenc Frequenc Frequenc
(Percent)®] (Percent)®] (Percent)d (Pcrcmt{h (Percent{b {Percent)d

1. Paid School Staff - work im the schoel as an aflde, parent 59.¢ 72.3 67.3 7.5 66.4 96.4
Parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant Hbrarian, or
other such jobs.

2. School Progrem ter - coming to the schosl te assist 90.1 93.6 9.3 .1 95.0 100.0
T events; ;or exupic. chaperoning a party or a field

trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such
activities,

3. Home Tutor - helpi your children at home with school work 91.2 9.1 89.7 96.6 97.3 100.0
or other educationa activities.

4. Audience - supporting your cafld §n school, for example, by| 95.¢ 95.0 9.3 98.6 99.2 100.0
golng to school performences, naking for beke sales,
responding to notices from the school, etc,

5. Advocate - meeting with schoel board or other offictals to 17.8 12.4 68.9 73.2 17.9 96.4
&3k for changes {n rules or practices in the school or
school syctem, ;

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops 4ith teachers 80.0 85.8 87.8 §3.7 62.3 78.6
and principals where everyone Yearns more about children
and education,

1. Dacision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 74.6 “.s 50.1 .1 13.2 96.4
Comaittze, or governing board; or by giving your cpinions
10 these boards or committees,

8 NeNumber of respondents.

b asjusted frequency = The percent of persons responding favorably to the individial statement with aissing data excluded in calculating the
percentage,
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Exhib

it 22

Parents® Report of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared with Educators’® Report of Vypical
School Parent Involvement Activities

60

- Pavents: s .|  TeAtHérs L] Principals Supts. School Bd. | State Educ.
(N=3103) (N=881) (N=726) (N=1200) Presidents | Agency Off.
Activities Adjusted Mjusted Adjusted Adjusted (N=662) (N=29)
(Total N=6601)2 Frequency Frequency Frequency Frequency Adjusted Adjusted
(Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) Frequeicy Frequency
. (Percent) (Percent)
1. Working as full tima paid staff, for 30.9 ——— c—- a— —— ————
example, teacher, iibrarian, teacher
aide, cafeteria halp, etc.
2. Helping childrea with homework, 92.0 60.9 75.0 98.4 98.6 82.1
3. Visiting the school to see what is 91.4 44.2 61.5 9]1.1 85.0 82.1
happening.
4. Going to "open house" or special programs 95.8 75.3 95.6 99.5 99,2 82.0
at schoot.
5. Going to classes at the schoo) which help 57.2 23.5 39.7 39.1 34.8 75.0
you tzach your children at home,
6. Helping with school activities such as 80.7 49.8 58.0 87.8 90.1 50.C
coffees, pot-luck suppers fund raistng,
etc,
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning 44.5 33.2 49.6 48.0 40.6 71.4
activities, for example, story tellins,
reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the 43.9 31.5 43,7 ——— ———— ———
library, reading Center, playground,
lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on 69.2 72.8 88.2 9.4 96.5 53.6
school field trips or picnics, or to
parties.

3 N=Number of respondents
Adjusted Frequency=The percent of persons reporting parent
excluded in calculating the percentage,
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-£<¢_ cont'd

Parents' Report of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared with Educators® Report of Typical
School Parent Involvement Activities

61

Parents Teachers Principals Supts. School Bd. | State Educ.
(N=3103) (N=881) (N=726) (N=1200) Presidents | Agency Off,
Activities Adjusted Adjusted Adjusted Adjusted (N=662) (N=29)
(Total N=6601)b Frequency Frequency | Frequency Fraquency Mj. Freq. | Adj. Freq,
(Percent) (Percent) | (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)
10. Going to worksﬁBbﬁ or other such 57.5 24.4 41.6 42.4 37.3 71.4
educational activvities for parents at
the school.
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 52.2 —— -—— 10.8 69.7 95.7
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 82.4 ——— ———— —— ——— ———
13. Planning the school budget, 27.4 13.9 11.6 18.0 16.4 71.7
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in 21.4 12.6 19.4 ———— ——— ——
the school,
15. Helping children learn with materials st 85.3 42.3 58.3 ———— ——— ————
home, for example, games, magazrines,
books, etc,
16. Taking children to places of interest, 81.5 ——— ——— ———— ———- ———-
for example, museums, )ibraries, art
galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through 49,1 48.5 68.9 78.7 66.6 83.9
community groups Vike neighborhood
associations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs 28.6 16.8 29.1 63.4 49.6 81.5
uork)(like Title 1, Follow Through, ESAA,
etc.

3 N=Number of respondents
‘D Adjusted Frequency=The percent of persons re

excluded in calculating t
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Parents Teachers Principals Supts. School Bd, | State Educ.
(N=3103) (N=881) (N=726) (N=1200) Presidents | Agency Off.
Activities Adjusted Adjusted | Adjusted Adjusted (N=662) (N=29)
(Total N-6601)b Frequency Frequency | Frequency Frequency Adj. Freq. | Adj. Freq.
(Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent) (Percent)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for 19.6 -——-- S e . ——--
example, assistant teacher, room clerk,
nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and 20.1 7.4 6.9 9.7 13.1 39.3
principals do their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or tire teacrers and 11.0 6.1 3.6 2.4 2.9 7.1
principals,
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about 91.4 83.5 89.6 98.0 96.8 95.8
your child's progress.
23. Giving ideas to the school board or 37.4 34.9 54.5 93.7 72.1 92.9
school administration for making changes,
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 34.9 ——— ——— ——— ——- ————

@ N=Number of respondents

Adjusted Frequency=The percent of persons reporting parent participation
excluded in calculating the percentage,
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reported as not typical activities in their schools. Regarding two
activities, (5.) going to classes at the school that help parents
teach their children and (15.) helping children learn with materials
at home, parents reported more participation than educators thought
was typical at their schools.

In other instances there were differences among educators about
what were typical parent involvement activities. These included the
following: (2.) helping children with homework; (3.) visiting the
school to see what is happening; (6.) helping with school activities
such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund-raising, etc.; (17.) working
to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.; (18.) helping
decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow Through,
ESAA, etc.); and (23.) giving ideas to the school board or $chool
administration for making changes.

Exhibit 23 compares parents' interest in school decisions to
school/district policies that encourage parent involvement in school
decisions. Overall, there are few formal, written policies related
to parent involvement in school decisions. Only in the case of
placing children in special education do more than eighty percent
(80%) of the superintendents report the existence of formal
policies. The next highest percentage of reported existence of
formal policies by respondents occurs in the area of
multicultural/bilingual education in the school.

Informal policies for evaluating how well children are learning
reportedly exist, according to more than fifty percent (50%) of
réspondents. No policies are reported by more than fifty percent
(50%) of the respondents for: (1.) selecting school textbooks and
other learning materials; (4.) deciding what is most important for

the school budget; and (7.) helping the school decide what to teach
and how,

d. Refining the recommendations from the previous surveys

Implications and recommendations from the previous surveys were
first re-examined to determine what changes were necessary after
combining both parent survey results. Second, the combined results
were studied to see what new outcomes have emerged.

Preliminary indications appear to support most of the
implications that evolved from previous survey results, but certain
subgroups cf parents seem to feel more strongly about such aspects of
parent involvement as (a) being responsible for getting involved; (b)
ensuring children do homework; (c) wanting to help children get the
best education; (d) participating more in curriculum and governance
decision-making; (e) evaluating school staff; and (f) helping more
with school/classroom discipline.

Stronger support also appears to be evident for the previously
offered recommendations of (a) clearly defining parent invcivement,
(b) developing consensta:. written parent involvement policies, (c)
providing staff and financial resources for parent involvement
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Exhibit 23

Pareats’ Interest {n Suhee) Decisions Conpared to Existiry
Sches) Pelicies thet Encoursge Perent [avelvement I8 Schos) Decisions

Interest forma) Poiiciles Informa) Policles No Policy
Adjusted Frequency Mjustad Frequancy Adjusted Frequency Adjusted Frequency
(Percent)d (Percent)® (Peccent)b (Percent)b
Decisions
(Total N=4994) Reporied by: Reported by: Reported by:
Reported by Parents
(N=3103) Supt. | Sch, Bd.| State £d, Supt, | Sch, Bd.] state Ed. Supt. | Sch, Bd.| State £d.
{N=1200)] Pres. Asency Off.|(N<1200)| pres. Agency Off.[(N=1200)] Pres, Agency Off,
(n-662) (n=29) (n-662) (n=29) {n=662) (%=29)
1. Selecting school textbooks and 70.4 10.8 9.2 18.5 26.2 23.8 22.2 63.) 67.0 40.7
other learning materfals.
2. Placing my children in Special 70.7 88.0 64.7 92.9 7.9 23.0 3.6 4. 12.1 R
Education,
3. Evaluating how well my children 82.1 3.9 41.2 17.9 54.7 50.5 3.0 8.4 8.3 35.7
are learning,
4. Deciding what's mast {mportant 65.4 5.0 3.4 7.1 13.0 11.1 7.1 82.1 85.5 67.9
for the school budget,
S. Having more sulticultural/ 56.7 43.0 32.9 53.€ 24.1 19.0 10.7 27.9 48.1 25.0
bilingual education (n the
school, s
1t
6. Setting school cules for 4.1 15.1 12.7 10.7 38.6 32.2 14.3 46.3 56,5 $3.6 e
9rading and passing children, -
1. Helping the school dectde what 57.0 10.8 9.2 18.5 26.2 23.8 22.2 63.1 67.0 40.7 -:
to teach and how. o
-
2 N=Humber of Respondents =
b Adjusted frequencysThe percent of persons responding favorably to the tndividual decision with missing data excluded {n calculsting the percentage. 7

.
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program implementation, (d) including parent involvement as part of
teacher training, and (e) expanding the comprehensiveness and
diversity of parent involvement programs. These implications and
recommendations will be discussed in more detail in section E, Major
Conclusions or Recommendations. Recommendations for each stakeholder
groups were refined and prepared for dissemination,

D2. Conducting Collaborative Efforts

There were three major tasks involved in conducting
collaborative efforts with project staff at Appalachian Educational
Laboratory (AEL), Center for the Study of Schools (SCOS), and Far
West Regional Educational Laboratory (FWL), regarding improvement of
schools and education through parent involvement. First, project
staff shared information about the survey with colleagues at the
other Laboratories and Centers. Second, joint presentations were
made at national meetings, and third the possibility of producing a
state-of-the-art report was explored.

Information was shared with colleagues at the other Laboratories
and Centers. An examination of the CEDaR Directory was made to
determine which Laboratories and Centers have projects or programs
that might benefit from receiving information about PIEP survey
results. A total of 12 recipients were identified. Each of these
received a cover letter (see Attachment Y ) and executive summaries
of reports from each survey's results. Tn response, PIEP has
received related information in exchange from CSCS and AEL. A list
of Labs and Centers to which PIEP has disseminated information thus
far can be found in Attachment Y .

Joint presentations with other Laboratories and Centers were
made on three occasions during FY85, In March, PIEP's director made
a presentation entitled "Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus
Among Parents and Administrators?" at the 1985 Convention of the
American Association of School Administrators in Dallas. PIEP staff
made a joint presentation at the Annual Meeting of the American
Educational Research Association in Chicago in April, entitled
"Parent Involvement: From Research to Practice." Other participants
were AEL and CSOS.

In November, PIEP staff made a presentation entitled “Meeting
Parent Involvement Needs Through Parent Educator Partnership: Is It

Possible?" at a national conference, Methods of Achieving Parent
Partnerships, in Indianapolis., Other presenters included the Center
for Early Adolescence, AEL, and CSOS.

Project staff have also worked to update PIEP's
information/resource collection of parent involvement activities.
Information was collected and reviewed for possible inclusion in a
state-of-the-art report. Efforts to prepare such a report were
deemed infeasible due to PAVAC decisions and the lack of moire
information from other Labs and Centers regarding parent
involvement. The information included in PIEP's FY84 Annual Report
represents the most current state -of-the-art information with regard
to parent invclvement research,
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D3. Dissemiriating project results

The tasks involved in the dissemination of PIEP's results
included: preparing three quarterly reports and a final report for
the National Institute of Education; preparing written documents for
publication in appropriate newsletters, magazines, journals, and
busks concerning parent involvement in education; making
presentations at local, state, and national meetings, and assisting
in facilitation of expanded information exchange and network
building.

In addition to the reports submitted to NIE, the following
written publications have been prepared:
“Parent Involvement in Education." School Social Work Journal,
accepted for publication.

“Enhancing Parent Involvement: Guidelines for Access to an Important
Resource for School Administrators." Education and Urban Society,
accepted for publication,

Develo ing Teacher/Parent Partnerships: Guidelines and Strategies
for Training Teachers in rarent Invoivement SkilTs, Iustin, TX:
Southwest Educational Development [aBoratory, 1985

. ED 225 289,

Research-Based Guidelines and Strategies to Train Teachers for Parent

Involvement. Paper prepared for 198§ Annual meeting of American
ucational Research Association, ED 255 524.

“Parent Involvement and the Elementary School Principal: Some

Practical Guidelines," submitted for publication in NAESP's
Streamlined Seminar Series, 1985,

A Survey of Parents in Large Cities. Austin, TX: Southwest
Educational Development Laboratory, 1985.

“Parent Involvement: 1Is There a Consensus Among Parents and
Administrators.” Paper prepared for 1985 Convention of American
Association of School Administrators; Dallas, TX, March 1985,

"Parent Involvement: Ié There a Consensus Among Parents and

Principals?" Paper prepared for 1985 convention of National

Association of Elementary School Principals; Denver, CO, April 1985.
Information has also been disseminated to several individuals

and organizations for possible publication in their newsletters,

journals, books, etc. Among the recipients of PIEP information are:
Local PTA's in Dallas, Houston, San Antonio and New Orleans
Robert Cole, Assistant Director,

Parent Development/Parent Involvement Programs,
Southern University
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Gene Ponthieux, Executive Director for Instruction, Louisiana
State Department of Education

Dr. Lillian Katz
ERIC

Dr. Oliver C. Moles
Coordinator
FAE/SIG AERA Presentations

Dr. Christianne Dean
Family Matters Project
Cornell University

Virginia Spatz
Institute for Responsive Education
"National Conference on Citizen Participation"

Ms. Elaine Stienkemeyer, President
National PTA

PTA Today

Dr. Ellen Lynn, Coordinator

Early Childhood Education Department

High Scope Educational Research Foundation

Dr. Richard Saxe, Professor
Department of Education, Administration and Supervision
University of Toledo

Mr. Dan Merenda
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education

Ms. Diane Castle, Head
Inservice Programs
Kansas State Department of Education

Dr. Jerold Bauch, Professor
George Peabody College for Teachers
Nashville, TN

Ms. Eilene Raiden
U.S. Department of Education
Washington, D.C.

Ms. Amy Cloud

Health Group
1330 Corporation

Mr. David Seeley, Author
Staten Island, NY

Ms. Theodora Qoms, Director
Parents As Partners
Washington, D.C.
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Ms. Izona Warner, Director
Parents in Touch Program
Indianapolis Public Schools

Mr. Alejandro Perilla
National Council de La Raza

Secretary of Education's Office (Loye Miller)

USA Today (Sylvia Lang)

Education Daily (Susan Landers)

Boston Globe (Editorial)

Washington Post

New York Times (Fred Hechinger)

USA Today (Pat Ordovensky)

Mississippi Avuthority for Education TV (Michael Flanigan)
Institute for Responsive Education

Charles Steward Mott Foundation, Inc., (Pat Edwards)

Citizens Education Center Northwest, Seattle, WA (Lisa Shrestha)

New American School, New York City (Aaron Stern)
Emily Wurtz (NEI)

NEA Communications Division (Sam Pizzigati)

Coordinator of Guidance for Anne Arundel Public Schools
(Maryland - Curley Johnson)

Focus on the Family, Pasadena, (California - Diane Keller)

Presentations were made at the following local, state, and

national meetings as a means of further sharing the results of the
parent involvement research and parent involvement training
guidelines derived from them:

"Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus Among Parents and
Administrators." 1985 Convention of American Association of
School Administrators, March 8, 1985.

“Parent Involvement: Is There a Consensus Among Parents and
Principals?" 1985 Convention of National Association of
Elementary School Principals, April 2, 1985.

"Highlights From a Survey of Parents and Educators Concerning

Parent Involvement. %1985 National PTA Convention, June 18,
1985,
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"Parent Involvement: What The Research Says For Teachers."
Annual Inservice Meeting of Texas State Teachers Association,
January 18, 1985,

"Improving Parent Involvement in Education and Schools." Winter
PTA Meeting of the Thornton Elementary School, Dallas, TX;
February 26, 1985.

"Impacting Local Government," Leadership Education Conference:
Texas Government; May 5, 1985,

“Parent Involvement: From Research to Practice." Annual

Meeting of American Educational Research Association, April 1,
1985, Chicage, IL.

“Strengthening Parent Involvement Through Collaboration between
the National Coalition of Title 1/Chapter 1 Parents and the
Parent Teacher Associaticn." Twelfth Annual In-Service Training
Conference of the NCTICIP, October 10, 1985, Houston, TX.

“Meeting Parent Involvement Needs Through Parent-Educator
Partnerships: 1Is It Possible?" Methods of Achieving Parent
Partnerships, November 18, 1985, Indianapolis.

Project staff have collzborated both within and outside the
laboratory in order to assist in more information exchange and
network building in the area of parent involvement in education.
Within SEDL, Project staff have met with the Office of Institutional
Comnunications to consider ways to share information about the
Guidelines and Strategies for Training Teachers in Parent-Involvement
Skills. A flyer was developed and other methods of

information-sharing are being considered such as Project Briefs and
press releases,

Project staff have provided information tnrough the Office of
Institutional Communications for sharing with other researchers and
practitioners of NIE for use in its electronic bulletin board, "NEI
News." Also, information has been provided for the Office of

Institutional Communications to share with members of the CEDaR
network,

Project staff also consulted with staff from the Regional
Exchange and Regional Planning and Service Project. The major
activity has been to help those staff and their advisory boards
become aware of parent involvement activities both at SEDL and in the
region. Project staff are exploring the possibility ¢f sharing PIEP
information with the Regional Exchange Project's Turnkey Workshop and
Audiovisual teleconferencing efforts in the region.

Outside of SEDL, Project staff have helped facilitate
information exchange and network building in several ways. Project
MAPP (Methods of Achieving Parent Partnerships) in Indianapolis and
the Family Matters Project at Cornell University have both utilized

consultation from PIEP's director in developing their proposals about
parent involvement,
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Professur Gerald Brudenal of Florida State University requested
PIEP assistance in field-testing a teacher training program utilizing
the guidelines and strategies. Professor Jerald Bauch from the Betty
Phillips Center for Parenthood Education also requasted assistance in
presenting approaches to training teachers about parent involvement
at the National Association of Educators of Young Children
Conference.

Information was mutually shared with Dr. Frank Montalvo of Qur
Lady of the Lake University and the Hispanic Secondary Education
Project for the Ford Foundation. Jose Olive of National Association
of Bilingual Educators also utilized PIEP's 1982 parent survey to
help frame the questions for a NABE parent survey,

A list of additional activities that involve information
exchange and/or expanded networking among individuals, agencies,
organizations, and association is as follows:

- sharing survey executive summaries of our parent involvement
research with the Mott Foundation in response to interest in
parent involvement as an integral part of their community
education projects.

- providing information via executive summaries of research
reporis to the Seattle Citizen Education Center Northwest in
response to their request for survey data.

- forwarding executive summaries of our parent involvement
research reports and a paper to the Mississippi Authority for
cducational Television to assist in development of a series of
TV programs regarding parent involvement.

- conducting a live radio talk show program in response to a
request by Station KTRH in Houston for more information about
the results of our parent involvement studies.

- sending information about parent involvement research outcomes
and guidelines and strategies to the New American School in New
York based upon a request for research based parent involvement
teacher training materials.

- sharing executive summaries of our parent involvement reports to
the Guidance Center for Anne Arundel County Public Schools
(Maryland) as per their request for parent involvement research
information,

- providing executive summaries of and paper about our parent
involvement studies in response to request from the Office of
Information at NIE,

- forwarding a copy of the parent involvement teacher training
guidelines and strategies to reviewers who critiqued these
materials ir their draft stages (see Attachment Z for list of
reviewers).sending executive summaries for parent involvement
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studies to Director of Planning, Round Rock, (Texas) Independent
School District as followup to a meeting in which collaborative
efforts with the Working Parents Project were discussed.

sharing information with the National Council de La Raza in
response to a request for information about parent involvement
from the perspective of minority parents,

sharing copies of the guides and strategies with college of
education deans in region who accepted invitations to attend
Nebraska College of Education Deans' Consortium Conference.

providing summaries of expanded parent involvement survey
results with participating PTAs in four large cities,
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E. Major Conclusions and Recommendations

Project staff have made a concerted effort to translate the
research findings from the review and analyses of the expanded data
base to practice-based recommendations for the key stakeholders in
parent involvements. Although the recommendations are similar for
each group because of the underlying general assumptions, Project
staff felt that the recommendations would be more useful if targeted
to specific stakeholders,

The assumptions underlying all of the recomnendations are:

1. Parents are important participants in the education of children
and youth, Parent involvement in a child's education is a major
factor for improving school effectiveness, the quality of
education, and a child's academic success. Family participation
relates to the eventual success of learners because it helps
reinforce school learning, allows learners to relate
home/community experiences to school activities, and enables
education to tap a rich potential of resources and experience
bases for its learning program. Parents should be partners in
the educational process.

2. The attitudes of teachers and educators are critical to the
development of effective parent involvement programs and
activities. It is not enough to have knowledge and skills about
parent involvement; understznding is also important. Teacher
training about parent involvement for both preservice and
inservice educators is essential.

3. Parent involvement is a developmental process that must evolve
over time. The traditional activities of audience or school
program supporter are at the beginning of the continuum and
shared decision-making is at the other end of the continuum,
Effective parent involvement must include a range of
opportunities on this continuum.

4. Certain sub-groups of parents seem to feel more strongly about
specific aspects of parent involvement, and thus it is critical
that educators ask parents how they want to be involved in their
children's education. Educators need to expand the
comprehensiveness and diversity of parent involvement programs.

5. In each building, school, and district educators, parents, and
community members need to meet to clearly define parent
involvement and to develop concensual, written parent
involvement policies.

6. School districts need to provide staff and financial resources
for parent involvement program implementation.

Recommendations for Administrators for Enhancing
Parent Involvement in Education

A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to
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offer the following recommendations for administrators as a means of
enhancing fuller parent participation in the education of their
children at home and at school:

® Administrators need to look beyvond traditional ways of working
with parents, Superintendents and school board presidents need
to be aware that parents are interested in both the traditional
and the sharad decisionmaking forms of parent involvement.

® Administrators need to collaborate with parents to develop a
clear statement about the goals of parent involvement in their
school. The statement needs to be based on the premise that
parents are equally as important to children's academic success
as educators.

® School district policies encouraging parent involvement need to
be put in writing and formalized. Responses from the
superintendents' and school board presidents' surveys indicate
that the existence of formal, written policies encouraging
parent involvement is related to increased parent activities at
a variety of levels in schools.

° In addition to providing induction, preservice, and inservice
training for teachers, school administrators also should
participate in parent involvement training activities. If
administrators are not aware of the benefits of parent
involvement and/or are not skilled in working with parents, they
may set norms that discourage teachers from using the
involvement skills and krowledge they have acquired. SEDL
(1985) has developed a set of guidelines and strategies that may
be useful in training teachers and administrators to develop
partnerships with parents,

® Administrators need to ask parents how they want to be involved
with their children's education. Survey results indicate that
parents have a range of interests and may be more sophisticated
than educators perceive them to be.

° Based on the interests of parents, administrators need to make
certain that a variety of opportunities are available for parent
involvement in the schools. Administrators should be sensitive
to parents' skill levels, estimates of available time, work
schedules, and individual preferences as they plan with parents
to develop the most appropriate parent involvement activities.

° Administrators will need to help ensure that parents are more
fully involved at ali levels o the educational system, To
facilitate this, administrators should make certain that parents
are provided more information, more opportunities to share
insights or concerns, and more training for partnership roles
with school ctaff in the education of children.

® In establishing the framework for school district parent
invoivement programs, administrators will fieed to view the
various types of parent involvement as a developmental sequence
73
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from both schools/districts' and parents' point of view,
Therefore, administrators should be sensitive to the fact that
increasing parent involvement in the role of audience requires
comparatively less effort and skil! on the part of both
educators and parents than increasing the involvement of parents
regarding such roles as hcme tutors, decisionmakers, advocates,
or co-learners.

Administrators need to make available the appropriate kinds of
resources for parent involvement efforts. In particular, there
should be staff, space, and monetary resources identifie: and
allocated for the implementation of effective parent involvement
efforts. The provision of these resources will help emphasize
the importance of parent involvement in education and
demonstrate a commitment to its success.

Recommendations for Teacher Educators about Trainin
Teachers for Parent Involvement

A review and analysis of resuits from the surveys has led us to

offer the following recommendations for teacher educators as a means
of enhancing fuller parent participation i~ the education of their
children at home and at school:

-]

Parent involvement at both the preservice and inservice
elementary teacher training level should be a developmental
sequence that progresses from learning about the more
traditional types of parent involvement where parents are asked
to cooperate with school staff, teo the types of parent
involvement in which school staff provide assistance to parents,
and then toward the types where parents and school staff work
together essentially as partners in education.

Preservice elementary teacher education as well as inservice
teacher staff development must, as a priority, focus on
providing participants with an cverview of, or background about,
the parent involvement movemert as well as providing them with
knowledge, understanding, and skills regarding major aspects of
parent involvement in education (e.g. the personal, practical,
and conceptual frameworks as developed by SEDL (1985)).

Teacher educators must provide parent involvement training
experiences, for elementary preservice and inservice/teachers
that stress parent involvement as an integral part of cheir
preparation, rather than an attachment to it. As such, teachers
will need to learn how to enhance teaching and learaing success;
how to develop better, more of a parcnership with parents; how
to help develop broader community support for the schools; and
how to make cooperation between home and school iore
synergistic,

The parent-involvement teacher training sequence needs to
include specific knowledge bases related to the various kinds
and levels of parent involvement. For example: teachers should
be taught the differences between teaching children in the
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classroom and teaching or working with their adult parents to
help them become more involved as home tutors.

After preservice and inservice teachers examine and identify
their attitudes toward parent involvement, broaden their
perspectives concerning the value/impact of parent involvement,
and acquire the relevant knowledge and understandings regarding
the main kinds of parent involvement, they should be provided
practical opportunities or experiences to develop and sharpen
skills in working with parents,

Inservice parent-involvement teacher training--in order to more
effectively enhance teachers' knowledge, understandings, skills,
attitudes, and motivations for working more collegially with
parents--will need to consist of a series of sequenced workshops
rather than a one-day, one-time workshop effort,

Teacher educators must include principals and other
administrators in parent involvement training, as they often set
the rules and norms in the schools, If they are not aware of
the benefits of parent involvement, or not skilled in working
with parents, they may set norms for teachers that discourage
them from using the skills or knowledge acquired regarding
parent involvement.

To help school districts develop better relations with parents
and work with them as partners in education, teacher educators
should emphasize with leaders the importance of spelling out the
commitment to parent involvement through formal, written
policies. Responses from our superintendents' and schoel beard
presidents' surveys indicate that existence of formal written
policies encouraging parent involvement is directly related to
increased levels of a variety of parent involvement activities
in schools,

Teacher educators should help teachers view various types of
parent involvement as a developmental sequence, from the
teachers' and the parents' peint of view. Increasing parent
involvement Tn the role of audience requires comparatively less
effort and skill on the part of both teachers and parents than
would parent involvement as home tutors. Therefore, interests,
skill levels, and estimates of available time, especially on the
part of parents, must be considered when deciding which types of
parent involvement are to be the focus of program efforts,

Teacher educators need to advocate that school district,
building, and/or classroom parent-involvement efforts establish
program activities based on the premise that parents are as
equally important to children's academic success as educators,
This will necessitate working with parents to help increase
their participation at all levels of the educational process,

Teacher educators need to stress that parents need more

involvement in education so that they can (a) strengthen the
capacity of their families to establish appropriate learning
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environments, (b) provide meaningful home learning experiences
and (c) support/reinforce school learning activities.

Teacher training should include an emphasis on providing parents
with more educational information, more opportunities to share
their insights/concerns, and more training, as needed, for the
roles with which they can, or wish to be involved in education.
This can serve as a means of strengthening parents' ability and
partnership status in the education of their children,

Recommendations for Parents for Enhancing Parent
Involvement in Education

The results from our surveys suggest that parents can do several

things to become more involved in their children's education. These
included the following:

1.

2.

11.

12.

Ask teachers for ideas about things to help children jearn at
home and/or do homework.

Ask principal to provide involvement training for parents who
want it,

Tell your children how important it is that teachers and you
help with their education.

Ask teachers to tell children how important parents are in their
education,

Tell principals and teachers what your skills and interests are
regarding parent involvement.

Tell principals and teachers what your skills and interests are
regarding parent involvement,

Tell principals and teachers how much interest you have in
making school decisions and which ones you would like to help
make,

Ask principals and teachers to discuss with you their feelings
and ideas about parent involvement,

Try to be involved in different school activities and not the
same ones always.

Choose the parent involvement role or roles that are best for
you,

Tell principals and teachers that you want to be a partner with
them in improving schools and education for your community as
well as the city.

Discuss ideas with other parents and citizens in the community

about getting more of them involved to improve schools and
education.
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Recommendations for Teachers for Enhancing Parent
Invoivement in Education

A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to

offer the following recommendations for teachers as a means of
enhancing full parent participation in the education of their
children at home and at school:

® Teachers need to 1ook beyond traditional ways of working with
parents. More awareness is needed on the part of teachers
regarding parents' interest in sharing both the traditional and
decision-making forms of parent involvement.

° In helping to establish the framework for parent involvement
programs, teachers will need to view the various types of parent
involvement as a developmen*s1 sequence from both teachers' and
parents' point of view. Therefore, teachers should know and
understand that increasing parent involvement in certain
involvement roles of will require comparatively less effort and
skill on the part of both teachers and parents than increasing
the involvement of parents regarding those roles with which they
have had little or no opportunities for participation.

°® Teachers need to work collaboratively with parents and
principals to develop a clear statement about the goals of
parent involvement in their school. The statement needs to
indicate that parents are equally as important to children's
academic success educators.

° Teachers also need to find out how they want to be involved with
their children's education both at home and at school. Survey
results indicate that parents have a wide range of interests and
may be able to be more involved than educators think they can,

® Based on the interests of parents, teachers need to help make
certain that a variety of opportunities are available for parent
involvement in classrooms and schools. Teachers should know
what the skill levels, time avaiiability, work schedules, and
individual involvement preferences or interest of parents are as
they plan, with parents, to develop effective parent involvement
activities or programs.

°® Teachers can help ensure that parents are more fully involved at
all levels of the educational system by providing them more
information, giving them opportunities to share
concerns/insights, and advocating more parent training for
partnership roles with school staff in the education of
children,

°® Teachers can enhance parent involvement by participating in

preservice and inservice parent involvement preparation
activities that help develop better partnerships with parents.
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° Teachers can help provide induction orientation in the area of
parent involvement for new teachers, By modeling appropriate
and effective ways of working with parents, teachers can help in
developing and implementing effective parent involvement
efforts.

® Teachers can advocaie the need for formal, written school
policies encouraging parent involvement. These policies can
heip teachers to explain the school's approach to parent
involvement and to develop, then implement within the framework
of the school and district.

° Teachers need to provide parents with ideas about things to help
children learn at home and/or do homework. Teachers should also
give parents suggestions about extending school learning
activities in the home.

°® Teachers should help children understand how important it is
for both parents and teachers to be involved with their
education, This will help children see parents and teachers as
partners in their schooling.

® Teachers should work with principals and parents to better
understand and then halp overcome the barriers to open
communications between parents and teachers or other school

staff,
Recommendations for Principals for Enhancin
Parent Involvement in Education
A review and analysis of results from the surveys has led us to
offer the following recommendations for principals as a means of

enhancing full parent participation in the education of their
children at home and at school:

°® Principals must envision ways of working with parents that go
beyond those of the traditional order. In doing so, principals
must be aware that parents are interested in all forms and all
levels of parent involvement regarding schools.

° In establishing an atmosphere for broader parent involvement
programs, principals must envision parent involvement as a
developmental process on the part of teachers and parents.
Therefore, principals should know and understand some parents
will start with the more traditional kinds of parent involvement
and grow or move into increasingly more sophisticated
participation. Their skills and interest increase as they
experience success and satisfaction from this level of
involvement, Other parents can begin with higher order types i
involvement and increase this to broader participation at the
school, district or state level.

? Principals need to collaborate with parents and teachers in
developing a clear statement about the goals of parent
involvement in their school. The statement should clearly
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indicate that parents are equally as important to children's
academic or school success as educators.

® Principals should advocate for and help develop formal, written
school district policies encouraging parent involvement. School
superintendents, Central Office staff, schoal board and state
education agencies need such input to help ensure that such
policies will facilitate increased parent involvement,

° In addition to providing parent involvement and inservice
training opportunities for teachers, principals also should
participate in such ac.ivities. Principals need to be aware of
the benefits of parent involvement and be skilled in working
with parents so they do not set norms or create environments
that prevent teachers from involving parents and discourages
parents from becoming more involved.

® Principals should ask parents how they want to be involved in
their children's education. Survey results indicate that
parents have a wider range of interests than principals deem
useful or perceive them to have. Principals need to capitalize
on these "unknown" parent interests as a way of improving their
involvement in schools.

° Based on parents' interests, principals need to make a variety
of home and school parent involvement opportunities available,
This requires principals to be sensitive to the skill levels,
time of availability, work schedules, and individual
interests/preferences as they plan and develop with parents
more meaningful parent involvement activities.

® Principals will need to help ensure that parents are more fully
involved at all levels of the educational system. To facilitate
this, principals should make certain that parents are provided
more information, more opportunities to share insights or
concerns, and more training for partnership roles with school
staff in the education of children.

° Principals need to make available the appropriate kinds of
resources for parent involvement efforts. In particular, there
should be staff, space, and monetary resources identified and
ailocated for the implementation of effective parent involvement
efforts. The provision of these resources will help emphasize
the importance of parent involvement in education and
demonstrate a commitment to its success.

® Principals can encourage teachers to provide parents with ideas
for helping children learn at home and/or do homework.
Principals can help ensure that teachers give parents
suggestions for home learning activities.

® Principals need to stress with children how important it is for
both their parents and teachers help with education. Principals
need to make it clear that they want and encourage parents to
visit the school and become part of children's schoolins,,
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® Principals should work closely with school staff and parents to
reduce the barriers to more open communications and expand the
opportunities for more partnership activities that benefit
children's learning,




F. Significance of Project Accomplishments

Tne expanded date base of information from parents in large
cities is significant for several reasons, First, the additional
data has provided local school educators with more :omplete
information about the attitudes and current practices related to the
involvement of parents from rural, suburban and urban areas in our
region, Local school educators in the region will find these results
useful in developing or improving their parent involvement programs.
These educators can also use the information as a guide tc planning
specific types of parent involvement activities that are directed
toward the specific interests, skills and time/work schedules of
parents. Teacher educators will find the information helpful in
preparing prospective as well as inservice teachers to work more
effectively in the area of parent involvement,

The expanded data base has made it easier to make more valid
conclusions about the barriers to parent involvement in various
geographic locations within the region. The attitudes of specific
parent subgroups toward opinions about, and participation in, parent
involvement activities. The expanded data base has been particularly
successful in providing a description of parent involvement attitudes
and activities among low socioeconomic status families and minority
families. Information from these families is often not obtained, yet
it is crucial to the development of more effective parent involvement
programs,

The expanded data base has also facilitated the process of
making more accurate comparisons among parents and educators. This
updated information enhances the framework used in developing the
guidelines and strategies for training teachers about parent
involvement,

The collaboration with other research institutions has enhanced
the PIEP's opportunities to meet and compare notes with research
colleagues. The exchange of ideas has produced a better
understanding of the current work being done in parent involvement
and has led to a greater appreciation of the work of other
institutions. The exchange of research reports has also made the
work of all the Labs and Centers more widely available in all parts
of the country.

The dissemination efforts of the project nave attempted to be
relevant to the day-to-day activities in schools. The PIEP has
disseminated not only specific research findings and analyses of the
data base, but PIEP has also disseminated implications of those
findings and analyses in the form of recommendations for educators
and parents, Specific recommendations were targeted to each
stakeholder group (teacher educators, administrators, parents,
teachers, and principals), The information disseminated has been an
up-to-date view of parent involvement in SEDL's region.

The significance of all of the project's activities is most
evident in the expansion of parent involvement in education. The
kind of interface and collaboration that the recommendations specify
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for improving children's educational experience have helped increase
the potential and opportunities for developing more effective family,
school, and community partnerships to improve schools and education.,
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G. Deliverables

Three quarterly progress reports submitted February 28, 1985,
May 31, 1985, and August 31, 1985,

One annual report of project work submitted November 30, 1985
(10 copies).

An executive summary of the Parent Involvement in Education
Annual Report for fiscal year 1985,
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SCHEMLE OF VISITS FOR CONUCTING, PARENT TNPOKVENENT SURVEYS

“Dates
Febd

Location and Contact Janyar ruary ~ March |
Information 7-10 14-1!_**!75_- —28-31 3-8 -5 18-22 | 25.28 | 4-8 11-15 18-22 | 25-2

A, Dallas, TX 2/21/85 |(owW)
I." Uida Hooe Elementary Schoo?
2419 Gladstone
Datlas, TX 75211
(214) 339-5141

rincipal: Jim Ross
PIX Pres.: Judy Cortinas .
7810 Gladstone :
Dallas, Texas 75211

(214) 331-1893 (H) i

2. Pershing Elementary School 1/9/85
5715 Meaders Lane
Dallas, TX 75229
(218) 691-4921
Principal: Ms. Mary Paulos
PTA Pres.: Judy & Bill
Erfckson
5220 Boca Raton
Dallas, Texas 75229
(214) 987-1559 (H)

3. Anson Jones Elem. Schoo} 1/15/85
3901 Meredith Street
Datlas, TX 75211
{214) 337-4749

Principal: Richard Maiquez
PTA Pres.: NMs. pPat Macias
Dallas, X

(214) 330-6093 (W)

-
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SCHEDULE OF VISITS FOR COMDUCTING PARENT INVOLVEMENT SURVEYS

Locatfon and Contact
Informat fon

—__Dates

Janyar
7-10 118 | _‘fltts_“zﬁl_‘

February

rch

11-15

18-22

25-28

4-8

11-15

_18.22

25-29

4. Thornton Elementary School
6011 01d Ox Road
Dallas, TX 75241
(214) 376-821

Principal: Me. Farris Shop
P res.:

Rev Otis Danfels

ary River
Dallas, TX 75241
1214; 372-3301 (M
214) 637-0942 (O

New Orleans, LA

5. Ray Abrems Elementiry
School
6519 virgiifan Strest
New Orleans, LA 70126
(504) 242-5168

Principal: Ms, Marilyn Clay
PIA Pres.: Marie Gaspard

ecan Street
New Orleans, LA 70120
(504) 241-2600

6. Henry W. Allen Elementary
School

41;8 Srcadway

Hew Orleans, LA 70115

{504) 866-5801

:;inci 1: Ethe; :;:holas
KPres.: Ann Zanders

7311 Penlston Street

New Orleans, LA 70115
(504) 899-3224

2/14/85

2/26/85

(o)

(ow)

3/19/8%

(ow)
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T T T AT LeaLYERENT SURVEYS

< N

o~

tocation and Contact

Dates

Informat{on

1318 |

Jtmrz!

February
11-15 10~

) R

March

18

11-15

—r ot

1.

8.

C. San Antonio, TX

9.

Paul L. Dunbar Elementary
School

9330 Forshey Street

New Orleans, LA 70118

Principal: Alexander

!ruh'el!il

PIR Pres.: Debra Atkins
ve Oak Street

New Orleans, LA 70118

(504) 488-981¢

Medard H. Nelson Elementary
School

1300 Milton Street

Mew Orleans, LA 70122
Principal: Joseph Taylor
PTA Pres.: Helen Pellerin
417 Senate Street

New Orieans, LA 70122

(504) 282-3469

Hoelscher Elementary Schoo!
1602 W. Thompson
San Antonfo, TX 78266

Principal: Margaret Harvey
res.: Msrgarat

Terrazas

222 M. Bedford

San Antonlo, TX 78266

(512) 433-4803

2/15/85 1{(oM)

2/12/85 [(oW)

3/26/89
(ow)
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SCHEDULE OF VISITS FRRELIMUCTENE PARBNT: LIVOLYENENT. SURVE YS

T Dates

Location and Contact Janyary February —March
information 7-10 14-18 -7 - L] 11-1% 18-22 - 4-8 11-15 18-22 25-29

10, Stafford Elementary School 1/724/85 |(NC/DM)
611 S.W. 36th Street
San Antonfo, TX 78237
(512) 433-4412

Principal: Luclanna
CristaSora

PTA Pres.: Abby Rodriguez
230 Joe Blanks

San Antonio, TX 78237
(512) 434-8406

11. Winston Elementary School 3/12/857
2500 S. General McMullen
San Antonfo, TX 78225
(512) 433-4682
Principal: Naomi Brown
PTA Pres.: Ray Famble
510-A Croyden Avenue
San Antonio, TX 78226
(512) 925-2816

12, Scheh Elementary School 3/5/85 }{xc)
906 March Avenyue
San Antonio, TX 78214
(512) 924-33nm
Principal: Mr, Slavitch
PTAPres.: Mary Ornelas
13. Nouglas Elementary Schoo! 3/21/8
318 Martin Luther King {ne)
5an Antonio, Texas 78203
(512) 533-993;
Principal: nonald McClure
PTA Pres,: Eugene Cortez

(517 532-4351
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STHEDULE OF VISTTS Fom cmmtm W]m‘[!l! SURVEYS

Dates

tocation and Contact April

Information 1-5 8-12 15-19 22-26 29-30

"ouston
LR Garjen Villa Elem. School 4/2/85 [(ow/16)?
7185 Santa Fe
Houston, Texas 77061
(711) 645-1561
Principal: Richard ¥erlin
PTA Pres.: Alicia Perez
vans
Houston, Texas 77061
(713) 649.4588

I5. Scroggins Elerentary School | 4/2/85 {ow/16)?
400 Royles
Houston, Texas 77020
(713) 675-1043
Principal: Lydia Cordova

PiA Pres.: Tommie Banks

3700 TTerwester
Houston, Texas 77004
(713) 748-6699
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Dates
Incation and Contact Janvary R tebruary March
_ Informat fon /-10 14-1d 21-25 - 3-8 11-15 18-22 1725-28 | 3-8 11-15 18-22 25-29
16. Lewis Flementary School 3/12/85 [(NC)

1649 Rnckhill

Hnustnn, Texas 77061

(713) 649-2375

Principal: Sue Ann Payne
res.: Crystal Johnson

Houstnn, Texas

(713) 484-1633 (H)

(713) 649-2375 (0)

frost Flementary School 2/25/85 |{(NC)
5650 Seltwsky

Houston, Texas 77048
(713) 1381757

Principal: Thomas Manney
PTA Pres.: Hallle Godsey
T0RIT Fafrcroft

Hnuston, Texas 77048
(713) 130-2211

—
~e
.

I8, Renbronk Elementary School 2/12/85 }(NC)
40726 Bolin
llouston, Texas 77092
(713) 616-8970
Principal: Mary Polhemys
PIA Pres.: Xathy Parker
17137 fiT-R245
Alsn Rernice Spence,
Program Chairman
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Winter, 1985

Dear Parent:

We are working through the state and local PTAS in six states to gathar
informstion from parents about parent involvement. So far, we have
received the same kind of information from teacher educators, teachers, :
principals, and school administrators in these states. Now it is your
chance.

We appreciate the support and cooperation from the PTAs and you in helping
us get this information. Your answers will be kept confident1alﬂ

Directions for filling out the questionnaire are at the beginning of each
section in this instrument. Remember, please answer based upon your own
feelings and experiences. Thank you very much for helping us, and we
appreciate your taking time to do so.

Sincerely,

David L. Williams, Jr. (Dr.)

Director

Division of Family, School,
and Community Studies
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PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION

PART I - GENERAL IDEAS ABOUT PARENT INVOLVEMENT

There are many ideas about parents being involved in their children's education.
Some of these ideas are listed below.

How much do you agree or disagree with each statement which follows?

Circle (:) the number of your answer.

Strongly Strongly
Statements D1sagree Disagree Agrae Agree

l. Teachers should give me ideas about

helping my children with homeworkeeeeeoes 1 2 3 4
2. Teachers should be in charge of

getting parents involved in the

schoo].0....0...0....Q‘......Q............ 1 2 3 4
3. Teachers have enough to do without

also having to work with parentS.cceeecee 1 2 3 4
4. Teachers need to be trained for

working with ParenNtS.ccecccccccsccccccses 1 2 3 4
5. Principals should be in charge of

getting parents involved in the

schoo].0.0.000..00.0000.0..0.0..000.....0 1 2 3 4
6. 1 want teachers to send more

information home about classroom

learning ACtiViti@Seeececceccccccnccasaes 1 2 3 4
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit

th‘ SChw]............................... 1 2 3 4
8. I have a hard time teaching some

skills to my children like reading,

math’ aﬂd wr1t1ng......................... 1 2 3 4
9. I do not have enough training to

help make school deCiSiONS.c.eeececennnes 1 2 3 4
10. I should make sure that my children

do the1r hmrk........................ 1 2 3 4

7 AA May s V@D Tean
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Strongly Strongly
Statements Disagree Disagree Agree Agree
11. Working parents do not have time .
to be involved in school activitieseeee.. 1 2 3 4

12. I would help my children more with
homeNOf'k 1f I kﬂe" wnat to do............ 1 2 3 4

13. I should have the final word in
decisions about my children's
educat1°ﬂ................................ 1 2 3 4

14. I cooperate with my children's
teachers.................................. 1 '2 3 4

15. 1 should be responsibie for getting'
more involved in my children's

schoo].....................G............. 1 2 3 4
16. [ want to spend time helping my

children get the best education...ceeeee. 1 2 3 4
17. I have 1ittle to do with my children's )

success 1“ schoo]...............0........ 1 2 3 4
18. Parents should take part more in .

schoo] d.c1s1°ns......0................O. 1 2 3 4
19. School districts should make rules

for involving parents..c.cceeccccccccccces 1 2 3 4
20. I should help evaluate my children's

teachers and pr1nc1pal................,.. 1 2 3 4
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PART II - PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN SCHOOL DECESIONS

Some people feel that parents are interested in helping to make certain school

decisions.

How interested are you in being involved in these decisions?

Circle (:)the number of your answer.

Definitely Probably

Not Not Not Probably Definitely
Dacisions Interested Interested Sure Interested Interested
1. Amount of homework

ass1gned................. 1 2 3 4

2. Choosing classroom
discipiine methods.......

[9oY
nN
[ 78 ]
&~

3. Selecting school
textbooks and other
Tearning materials....... 1 2 3 4

4. Placing my children
in Special Education..... 1 2 3 4

8. Evaluating how well
ny children are
]eé‘ming.bl..ﬁ(l..ﬂv.ﬁ.a.. 1 Z 3 4

6. Hiring pirincipal and
tEQChers.o.aoooo.oooooo.o 1 2 3 4

7. Evaluating how well
principals and teachers
do the1r jOb.ooo.oooo.ooo 1 2 3 4

8. Deciding what's most
important for the
school budget..ccececeeess 1 2 3 4

9. Firing principal and
teachersS.cceecccccccocces 1 2 3 4

10. Having more multicultural/
bilingual education in
the SChQOIo.oooo..oooo.oo 1 2 3 4

SR AT A YUY s Rag
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11.

12.

13.

14,

Oefinitely Probably

Not Not Not Probably Definitely

Decisions Interested Interested Sure Interested Interested
Making school
desegregation planS.ee... 1 2 3 4 5
Setting school
behavior ruleSececccccecee 1 2 3 4 5
Setting school rulas
for grading and passing
ch1]dr?n................. 1 2 3 4 5
Helping the uachool
decide what to teach .
and h”...‘.............. 1 2 3 4 5

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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PART III - PARENT INVOLVEMENT ROLES
Parents can be involved in their child's edycation in severai ways,

Look at the roles below and tall how much interest you have in being involved in
each one,

Circle (:)the number of your answer. -
Definitely Probably
Not Not Not Probably Definitely
Roles Interested Interested Syre Interested Interested

l. Paid School Staff -
work in the schoo
as an aide, parent
educator, assistant
teachar, assistant
librarian, or other
such job30............... 1 2 3 4 5

2. School Program
upporter - coming
to the school to
assist in events;
for example,
chaperoning a party
or field trip,
taking tickets at a
fund-raising dinner,
or such activitieSeeecces 1 2 3 4 5

3. Home Tutor -
heiping your children
at home with school
work or other
educational activities... 1 2 3 4 5

4. Audience - supporting
your child in school,
for example, by going
to school performances,
baking Tor bake sales,
respondfng to notfices
from the school, etc..... 1 2 3 4 5

204 HAVAYRGD TG
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5.

Definitely Probably
Not Not Not Probably
Roles Interes*ed Interested Sure Interested

Advocate -

meeting with school

board or other

officials to ask

for changes in rules

or practices in the

school or school

systmo.................. 1 2 3 4

Co-Learner - going to

classes or workshops

with teachers and

principals where

everyone learns more

about children and

MUC‘tion................ 1 2 3 4

Decision Maker -

oeing on an advisory

board, a school commitee,

or governing board; or by

giving your opinions to

these boards or

cmitt“s............... 1 2 3 4

NEXT PAGE, PLEASE
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PART IV - PARENT INVOLVEMENT ACTIVITIES

Look at each activity.

If your school does not have this activity, c1rcle(:> “zere" in the column,

“Don't have this.

If your school doss have this activity, circle (:)the number telling how much

you take part ir his activity,

Have This

Does Not - Does Have, and I take part:

Never

Activities

Seldom | Sometimes.| Often

1. Working as full time
paid staff, for example,
teacher, librarian,
teacher aide, cafeteria
h‘]p’ ‘tc................ 0 1

2. Helping children with
hmrko4ooooooooooooooo

[}
—

3. VYisiting the schcol to
see what-is happening.... 0 1

4. Going to “open house"
or special programs
at schoo]................ 0 1

5. Going to classes at
the school which help
you teach your children
at hm.................. 0 1

6. Helping with school
activities such as
coffees, pot-luck
suppers, fund raising,

etCO...".........&....... 0 1

7. Helping teachers with
classroom learning
activities, for example,
story telling, reading,
mth 9‘“” etCO......... 0 1

8. Helping in the schuol,
for example, the
library, reading center,
playground, lunchroom, .
nurse's office, etc..gins i QVA ¥QOD 135K
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Does Not Does Have, and I take part:

Have This

Never Seldom Sometimes | Often

Activities

9. Going with children
and teachers on
school field trips
or picnics, or to
pan1es..ooooooooooooo.. 0 1 2 3 4

10. Going *o workshops
or otner such
educational activities
for parents at the .
SCh°°10000000.oooooooooo 0 1 2 3 4

11. Organizing parent
volunteer activities.... 0 1 2 3 4

12. Taking part in PTA
me‘t1ngs................ 0 1 2 3 4

13. Planning the school
bUdg‘too.oooooooooooooo. 0 1 2 3 4

14, Helping to plan what
will be taught in _
the SCh“].C............ 0 1 2 3 4

15. Helping children
learn with materials
at home, for exampie,
games, magazines,
b°°ks’ th.oooooo.o.oo.o 0 1 2 3 4

16. Taking children to
places of interest,
for example, museums,
libraries, art
galleries, €tCececcecees 0 1 2 3 4

17. Working to improve
the schools through
community groups like
neighborhood associations,
church organizatir~-,
LULAC, NAACP, etC.ccc... 0 1 2 3 4

T PAGE, P
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Ooes Not Does Have, and I take part:
Have This

Never Seldom Sometimes | Often

Activities

18. Helping decide how
well school programs
work (1ike Title I,
Follow Through, ESAA
etc.)................... 0 1 2 3 4

19. Working as part time
paid staff, for
.example, assistant
teacher, room clerk,
nurse, health aide,
etc..................... 0 1 2 3 4

20, Helping to decide now
well teachers and
principals do their
jobs.................... 0 '1 2 3 4

21. Helping to hire or
fire teachers and
pr1nc1p‘1s....0......... 0 . 1 2 3 4

22. Going to parent/
teacher conferences
about your child's
prognss................ 0 1 2 3 4

23. Giving ideas to the
school board or
school administration
for making changes...... 0 1 2 3 4

24. Going to meeting of
the school board..eero.. 0 1 2 3 4

JLDAKHAYA YR ‘5L§L€Liu,
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PART V - IMPROVING PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Which of these sy

schools?

Pleasa circle (O your answer.

l.

2.

3.

8.

Definitely Probably
Suggestions Not Work Not Work

Sending more

information to parents
abult ways they could

b‘ 1“\‘Q!v.doooooooooooooo

Making parents fegl
more welcome in the
schooIOOOOOOQQOOOOOQOOOOQ

Helping parents to
better understand the -
subjecis being taught....

Having informal meetings
or activities where
parents Cnd school staff
can get to know each other
better...................

Asking parents in
what ways they would
like to be ‘nvolved......

Giving parents activities

they can do at home with
their childrefseeeeeceeee

Helping students
understand that having
their parents involved is
1mp°nant.......0.°......

Giving parents more
information about
children's success

1“ schoo]................

ggestions would work to get parents more involved in the

Don

Know  Would Work Would work

't  Probably Definitely

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Don't
Know

Definitely
Not Work

Probably
Not Work

Suggestions

Probably Definitely
Would Work Would work

9. Planning more

school activities

at times when

working parents can

Cm.oooouooououooouuoouo 1 2 3
10. Having more activities

which include children,

parents and teachers..... 1 2 3

151
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PART VI - PARENT INVOLVEMENT IN HIGH SCHOOL
Parents often are less involved in children's education in high school.
How much do you agree with these reasons for why parents become less involved.

Please circle (:) YOur answer.

Strongly Strongly
Reasons Disagree Disagree Agree Agree
l. Parents may not understand some
of the courses taken in high
schoo].........0......0...&....... 1 2 3 4
2. The schools are toe far away...... 1 2 3 4
3. Thare are too many teachers to
ta‘;k to........................... 1 2 3 4
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be
involved in school as MuCheeeeee.. 1 2 3 4
5. Parents do not have time to be
involved in school activites and
work at the same time..ceccceccooss 1 2 3 4
6. Children do nbt want their parents
involved when they get to high
school............................ 1 2 3 4
7. Parents can't leave smaller
Ch11dreﬂ a]on. at hm............ 1 2 3 4

8. There are not as many parent/teacher
conferenc‘s....................... 1 2 3 4

9. There are not as many PTA activities
for high school parentS....ccceceee 1 2 3 4

10. High school principals do not
encourage parent involvement in
the schw]........................ 1 2 3 4

BEST COPY AVAILABLE NEXT PAGE, PLEASE
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PART VII - PARENT INFORMATION

Please answer each question below.

Are you a PTA member? _ Yes __ No '

Have you ever been a PTA officer? —VYes No

Have you ever served on the school board? —VYes No

Are you female ___ or male __ ?
What is your age? — Years
How many children in your family? __

Which grade groups are your children in? Check (/) each one in which you
have children.

a. ___ before kindergarten

b. ___ kindergarten to grade 3

C. ___ grade 4 to grade 6

d. ___ elementary special educaticn

e. ___ beyond elementary school

Marital Status:

a. __single parent (not married, separated, divorced, widowed, etc.)
b. ___ married with spouse 1iving at home

wnat is the hi hest amount of education you have completed? (Piease
check only one.)

a. ___ elementary school

b. ____ some high school

c. __ finished high school
d. __ some college

e. ___ ?1n1shed college
f. ___ graduate degree

-t BLS a o3 ”I "“;'r‘ '2'?3’?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Which is your ethnicity? (Please check only one.)

a. ___ Anglo/Caucasian

b. ___ Black

C. ___ Mexican-American or Hispanic

d. ___ Asian '

e. ___ American Indian

How much time ;:o you; work for pay outside the home?

a. ___full time

b. ___part time

c. ___not at all

How much time does your spouse work for pay outside the home?
a. ___ full time

b. ___ part time

c. ___not at all

About what is your yearly family income level?

a. ___ 0 - 815,000

b. ___ $15,000 - $25,000

c. ___ Over $25,000

Would you 1ike to get a summary of the results from ocur study?
—Yes ___No

Are you a school teacher or principal?

Yes No

THANKS AGAIN FOR HELPING US
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NUMBER OF COMPLETED SURVEYS BY SCHOOL AND CITY

School N=17
New Orleans San Antonio Houston
— "y
o w
Sl 3l 2 ~ ~ | S sl & 2|l 8 | 212 | Ttotal
N=4 ~ g =~ o © N 2 = i/ 5. ~ L <t - ©n ~
o (o] | = (o] <t S~ e O Q w > w ] [ = w
| = - o o ~ | & | =4 K = ~— (7] o) ~— c -;, ~—
= | | T c 5 4 - S a = =1 2! w|{ S| 8| o
7] [e] | ] Q (7] [ Y- " — Q o L0 or— h o] [o] 7]
< (7] (o] :U — — | 8 < .S 1] L b g g : ‘53 8
Dallas 57 1 46 | 90 | 50 243
New Orleans 51 171 17 239
San Antonio 27 1 19 46 58 46 196
Houston 86 | 58 {109 | 20 | 69 342
Totals 243 239 196 342 1020
surveys Returned but less than 80% Complete=49
1069 total returned
1400 projected goal
Return rate - 76.4%
15/
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
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Table

Frequency and Rank .0rde of, Agreement with Statements
about Pséggg‘lnvo semé;t'COMparéd by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Statements
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd  |Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd
Agreement® |Frequency Agreementd |Frequency
(Per- SAM | SDM (Per-
cent)cC cent)C [SAM [SDM
Teachers should give me ideas about helping my 2451 96.6 4 451 94.2
children with homework.
Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 1200 47.7 5 226 47.7
involved in the school.
Teachers have enough to do without also having to 676 26.9 2 153 32.6 3
work with parents,
Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 1815 72.5 343 73.4
Principals should be in charge of getting parents 1493 60.1 295 62.6
involved in the school.
I want teachers to send more information home about 2350 93.5 447 94,7 5
ctassroom learning activities.
I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 2312 91.6 423 89.4
I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 1295 51.3 199 41.9 5
children like reading, math, and writing.
I do not have enough training to help make school 847 33.8 4 161 34.0 4
decisions, .
I should make sure that my children do their 2468 97.3 3 470 97.9 2
homework .
]

aN=Number of respondents,

bFrequency of Agreement =

calc
For

Q

ulating the percentage.

The number of parents agreeing or stron
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably

Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SOM=Strongly Disagree Most.
€Item included in 1985 survey only.
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Table

Frequency and:RahiCOiadr 'oF Ajroement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Statements
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd Frequency of {Adjusted Rankd
Agreementd |Frequency Agreementb |Frequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C [SAM |SDM cent)C |SAM |SDM
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 236 30.4 3 56 25.9 2
school activities.e
12. 1 would help my childre~ more with homework if I 1910 76.9 332 70.5
knew what to do.
13. 1 should have the final word in decisions about my 1749 70.8 322 68.1 2
children's education,
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.® 761 98.4 2 206 97.6 3
15. T should be responsible for getting more involved in 2413 96.0 5 453 95.0 4
my children's school.
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best| 770 99.2 |1 1 as 99.5 |1
education,®
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success in 251 10.0 1 61 12.8 1
school .,
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions.e 713 93.3 199 92.6
19. School districts should make rules for involving 543 70.9 146 67.9
parents.€
20. 1 should help evaluate my children's teachers and 541 71.6 154 71.3
principal.e

dN=Number of respondents,
bFrequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,

IFor Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SOM=Strongly Disagree Most.
€Item included in 1985 survey only.

- ‘ BEST COPY AVAILABLE
161

16%




Table

Frequency and Rank Order BEQAterest iK' g?ﬁ%bs" about Parent Involvement
Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Decisions
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of{ Adjusted
Interestd Frequency Rank Interestb Frequency | Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)<
1. Amount of homework assigned, 2927 80.1 4 381 79.5 3
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 2109 83.6 1 386 81.3 2
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 1764 69.7 8 355 74.3 5
materials,
4. Placing my children in Special tducation. 1772 70.3 7 340 71.6 6
5. Eveluating how well my children are learning, 2070 82.1 2 391 81.6 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 1241 49.3 13 249 52.0 12
7. Evaluating how well principails and teachers do 1830 72.4 6 340 70.8 7
their job,
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget 1643 65.2 9 318 66.4 8
9. Firing principal and teachers. 1112 44,0 14 205 42.7 13
10. Having more mylticultural/bilingual education in the 1419 56.2 12 275 57.4 11
school.
11. Making school desegregation plans, 1537 61.9 10 289 60.8 9
12. Setting school beﬁavior rules. 2053 81.7 3 379 79.3 4
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing 574 74.4 5 156 71.6 6
children,
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 436 56.4 11 127 58.3 10

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frequency of Interest = The nunber of parents probably interested or definitely interested in the decision,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
dcalculating the percentage.

‘llf:em inclu‘ded in 1985 survey only. - BEST COPY AVAILABLE ’
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Table
SERE A WAV T S
Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Gender

2EY

Female Malen
(N=2553) (N=483)
Roles
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of!| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Interestb Frequency Rank Interestb Frequency Rank
(Percent)C (Percent)cC
1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 1581 62.8 7 204 42.9 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 2315 91.8 3 385 80.7 3
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 2316 91.9 2 418 87.6 2
school work or other educationa) activities,
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for 2430 96.4 1 447 93.7 1
example, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other 1962 77.5 5 374 78.2 4
officials to ask for changes in rules or practices
in the school or school system.
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 2066 81.5 4 344 72.0 6
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and education.
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 1894 74.8 6 349 73.2 5
school comittee, or governing board; or by giving
your opinions to these boards or committees,

AN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frequency of Interest = The number of parents probably interested or definitely interested in the role. .
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual role with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage. 16b
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Table

BESL CORATAYYvur
Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency of] Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- |[Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percont)Ci{TPM {TPL{tionDd (Percent)C|TPM |TPL

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, 726 32.0 102 23.9

teacher, 1ibrarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help,

etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 2225 92.3 4 405 90.2 2
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 2334 93.0 2 389 83.5 3
4. Going to "open house” or special programs at school. 2432 96.5 1 440 93.0 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 976 60.4 150 42.7

your children at home.
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 2080 84.3 281 61.1

pot-luck supvers, fund raising, etc,
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 1048 47.3 125 29.3

for example, story telling, reading, math games,

etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 1103 47.6 103 23.6 5

reading center, playground, Tunchroom, nurse's

office, etc. .
9. Going with children and teachers on school field 1825 74.4 195 42.0

trips or picnics, or to parties.
10. Going to workshops or other such educational 1213 60.7 166 41.1

activities for parents at the school.

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item,

YFrequency of Participation = The number of
“Adjusted Frequency = The percent of parents

calculating the percentage.

\JdFor Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Frequency ﬁ&ﬁlnﬁ*‘ﬁrﬂer ‘of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of] Adjusted Rankd |Frequency of Adjusted Rankd
Participa- |Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percent)C{TPM |TPL)tionb (Percent)C{TPM |TPL
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 1303 54.7 173 38.6
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 2110 84.2 343 72.8
13. Planning the school budget, 625 28.0 95 22.9 4
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in school. 445 21.3 4 83 20.5 3
15. Helping children learn with materials at bme, for 2116 86.3 5 373 80.6 5
example, games, magaziaes, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 2053 83.4 338 71.9
museums, 1ibraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community 1130 49.6 199 45.6
groups like neighborhood associations, church
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (Vike 616 28.5 5 114 27.4
Title 1, Foliow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 450 20.1 3 68 15.9 2
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principzis 405 19.5 2 87 21.9
do their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teackers and principals, 217 10.5 1 49 12.9 1
dN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities scmetimes or often.
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage. .
For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least. 170
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Table
Frequency and Rank Order of Participation

in Papent {IaypkyamentuAtLinities
Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Activities
(1otal N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- |Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percent)C|TPM |TPL{tionb (Percent)C|TPM
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 2311 92.8 3 386 83.4 4
child's progress.
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school adminis- 895 37.7 157 35.7
tration for making changes.
24. Goirig to meeting of the school board, 856 35.0 152 33.5

aN=Number of parehts responding to individual ftem.
bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents taking part in activities sometimes or often.

CAdjusted Frequency = Ti.e percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in

calculating the percentage.
dEor Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.

1
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Frequency and Rark Order qf;Agreemen uSﬁE?Shgggpgjons about Parent Involvement

Table

“Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Suggestions
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Agreementd |Frequency | Rank |[Agreementd |Frequency
(Percent)¢ (Percent)¢
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 2260 89.4 4 421 87.9
could be involved,
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 2340 92.6 2 425 89.1
3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 2285 90.7 3 419 87.5
being taught.
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 2228 88.3 6 387 81.1
and school staff can get to know each other better.
5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 2251 89.4 4 403 84.7
involved.
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 2055 81.6 9 404 84.3
their children.
7. Helping students understand that having their 2239 87.7 8 421 88.1
parents involved is important.
8. Giving parents more information about children's 2344 92.8 1 447 93.3
success in school,
9. Planning more school activities at times when 2221 87.9 7 425 89.1
working parents can come. .
10. Having more activities which include children, 2255 89.2 5 419 87.8
parents and teachers,

AN=Number of parents responding to individual {tem.

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggestion,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in

calculating the percentage,

ot
~1
o
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Table
Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School
Compared by Gender

Female Male
(N=2553) (N=483)
Reasons
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Agreement Frequency Rank |Agreement Frequency Rank
(Percent)C (Percent)cC
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 2000 81.4 i 388 82.0 1
in high school.
2. The schools are too far away. 517 21.1 10 111 23.7 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 746 30.6 9 122 25.9 9
4. Teachers den't ask parents to be involved in school 1873 77.4 2 328 70.2 2
as much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 1048 43.0 8 205 43.9 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents involved when 1424 58.9 5 261 56.1 5
they get to high school.
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 1171 48.5 7 238 51.3 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 1662 70.6 3 317 68.9 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 1621 69.2 4 307 67.3 4
parents,
10. High school principals do not encourage parent 1330 i 57.6 6 245 54.3 6
involvement in the school. ;

aN=Number of parenis rasponding to individual item.
bFrgquency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reason.
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to tre individual decision with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
176
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Table

ava u: v;"'.
Mean Response and Rank Order 5?‘ii}é;£§?é§7i}th351atements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Gender

FEMALE MALE
(n=2553) (n=483)
Statements d
(Total N=3103)a RANKd RANK
xb | spe xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. 3.441 |.578] 4 3.3801.661§ 5
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 2.515 |,791 2.521].802
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to wo " with parents. 2.099 |.816 2 [2.196}.881 4
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 2.881 [|.745 2.863].746
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 2.681 |.753 2.726§.825
6. I want teachers to send more informaticn home about classroom learning 3.298 .€91 3.292(.582
activities,
7. T usually feel at ease when I visit the school, 3.289 16.76 3.180(.667
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading, math,
and writing, 2.517 |.840 5 12.3221.821 5
9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 2.215 [.795 4 {2.190].891 3
10. T should make sure that my children do their homework, 3.635 |.553| 2 3.625(.593] 2
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities.® 2.157 }.902 3 [2.051{.916 2
12. T woald help my ¢thildren more with homework if I knew what to do. 2.924 |.767 2.8241,794
13. I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education. 2.913 1.803 2.9091.858

d N=Number of respondents

b X=Mean response, usiag a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C S0=Standard devia’ion

d gor Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ Item included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreements with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Gender

FEMALE MALE
(n=2553) (n=483)
Statements
(Total N=3103)2 RANK RANKd
: b | spe xb | spc
SAM |SDM SAM |SDM
14. I cooperate with my children's Leachers.® 3.571 |.545) 3 3.460|.579] 3
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more involved in my children's school. [3.409 {.588] 5 3.419].601| 4
16. 1 want to spend time helping my chiidren get the best education.e 3.715 1.479] 1 3.6341.492} 1
17. 1 have 1ittle to do with my children's success in school, 1.586 |.761 1 |1.669].815 1
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions.® 3.325 |.629 3.279].624
19. School districts should make ruies for involving parents.® 2.859 1.823 2.860].886
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.® 2.893 |.883 2.9211.834

N=Number of respondents

a
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
g SD=Standard deviation

F
€]

or Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SOM=strongly disagree most
tem included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Gender

FEMALE MALE
Decisfons (N=2553) (N=483)
(Total N=3103)a
xb SDC | Rank | xb | spc | Rank
1. Amount of homework assigned, 4,186 | .992 3 4.188] ,986 3
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4,277 | .986 1 4.246] .968 1
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 3.916 | 1.098 8 3.916{ 1.059] 6
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 3.998 | 1.169 5 3.992] 1.203] 5
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 4.265 | .980 2 4.198] .996 2
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.346 | 1.312 13 13.340{ 1.424] 13
7. Evaluating how well pr{ncipals and teachers do their job, 3.940 | 1.144 6 3.890f 1.213] 7
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget, 3.755 | 1.147 9 3.760f 1.153] 9
9. Firing principal and teachers., 3.000 | 1.341 14 13.077] 1.422| 14
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education {n the school. 3.527 | 1.284 12 |3.518] 1,387 12
11. Making school desegregation plans., 3.627 | 1.311 10 |3.583] 1.387] 11
12. Setting school behavior rules, 4.138 | 1.015 4 4.027] 1.094] 4
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d 3.931 | 1.160 7 3.885] 1.168] 8
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 3.559 [ 1,298 11 |3.596] 1.285] 10

N=Number of respondents
I

X=
SD=Standard deviation
tem included in 1985 survey only
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Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Gender

184
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FEMALE MALE
Roles (N=2553) (N=483)
(Total N=3103)a
xb SDC | Rank | Xxb | spc | Rank
I. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, 3.582 ]1.413 7 2.93711.471 7
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other Jobs,
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for
example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities. 4.493 | .831 3 4.031{1.073 4
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other educa-
tional activities. 4.567 | .807 2 4.396] .930 2
4. Audience - supportirj your child in school, for example, by going to school
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc. 4.739 | .592 1 4.518] .729 1
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes
in rules or practices in the school or school system, 4.131 {1.039 5 4.098{1.032 3
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals
where everyone learns more about children and education, 4.177 |1.019 4 3.868/1.133 6
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school coomittee, or govern-
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees, 4.039 {1.125 6 3.960{1.091 5
 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)
C sp=Standard deviation
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Par'nt Involvement Activities
Compared by Gender

FEMALE
(N=2553)

Activities
(Total N=3103)a RANKd
soc

TPM | TPL

Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher
aide, cafeteria help, etc,

Helping children with homework.

3. Visiting the schoo! to see what is happening. 3.540] .663} 4 3.200| .809} 4
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 3.770f .534] 1 3.567| .716] 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. 2.68511.172 2.25911.128

6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc, 3.375] .936 2.70411.145

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story
telling, reading, math games, etc. 2.364|1.182 1.8831.107

8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground,
Tunchroom, nurse's cffice, etc. 2.361}1.235 1.73211.041

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to
parties, 3.034]1.079 2.19211.153

10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the
school, 2.702]1.181 2.153}11.154

N=Number of respondents

a
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
3 SD=Standard deviation

Fo

r Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Parent Involvement Activities

Compared by Gender
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FEMALE MALE
. (N=2553) (N=483)
Activities
(Total N=3103)3 RANKd RANKd
xb | spc xb | spe
TPM |TPL TPM | TPL
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities, 2.529§1.223 2.127]1.168
12. Taking part in PTA meetings, 3.405] .918] 5 3.04711.007} 5
13. Planning the school budget. 1.81311.114 5 11.689]1.062 5
14, Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.630}1.003 4 11.595] .969 3
15. lielping children learn with materials at home, for example, games,
magazines, books, etc. 3.358)|.888 3.175}.970
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art
galleries, etc. 3.213}.920 2.909{1.02:
17. Working to improve the schools through community groups like neighborhood
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc. 2.41111.194 2.305(1.210
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike Title 1, Follow Through,
ESAA, etc.) 1.852}1.091 1.817{1.055
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk,
nurse, health aide, etc. 1.565}1.048 2 11.438] .904 2
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 1.571] .968 3 11.648|1.025 4
d N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C sp=Standard deviation
d for Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Gender

FEMALE MALE
(N=2553) (N=483)
Activities
(Total N=3103)2 RANKd RANKd
xb | spc | xb | spc
TPM |TPL TPM | TPL
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals, 1.317} .793 1 }1.382| .859 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 3.618] .719] 2 3.287} .950| 3
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes|2.060{1.126 2.036}1.106
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 2.02811.127 1.95211.097

Number of respondents

X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
D=Standard deviation .
0

r Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least

N=
X
S
F
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Table

Mean Response and Rani: Order oftAgteient'with Suggestions about Parent Involvement

Compared by Gender

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

FEMALE MALE
Suggestfons (N = 2553) (N = 483)
(Total N=3103)2 T | spc T | soc [rank
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved. 4.171 .762 4.140 .765 8
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4,388 .694 4,266 .729 3
3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught, 4,280 .703 4,200 .741 6
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can
get to know each other better, 4.244 .789 4,103 .845 | 10
5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved. 4,222 .770 4,179 .797 7
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 4.077 .879 4.127 172 9
7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is important. 4,277 J77 4,255 .765 4
8. Giving parents more information about children's success in schooi, 4,394 .697 4,365 .683 1
9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come, 4,234 .823 4,300 .789 2
10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 4,298 .748 4,243 .783 5
N=Number of respondents
X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
SD=Standard deviation
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less
Involved at High School Compared by Gender
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FEMALE MALE
(N=2553) (N=483)
Reasons
(Total N=3103)2 xb soc¢ lrank| xb SDC  |Rank
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school, 3.036 .737 1| 2.998 .738 1
2. The schools are too far away. 2.103 .747 1 10 | 2.154 .766 9
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.230 .751 9 | 2.149 .743 | 10
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much, 2.966 .779 2 | 2.784 .763 2
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and work at the
same time, 2.386 .830 8 | 2.394 .831 8
6. Children do not want their parents involved when they get to high school, 2.652 .851 6 | 2.602 .843 6
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 2.493 .818 71 2.547 .798 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 2.833 .763 4 | 2.772 .731 4
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 2.842 .799 3 2.772 .788 3
10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement in the school. 2.679 .844 5 | 2.621 .854 5
a N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C Sh=Standard deviation
195
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Table —

frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement
Compared By Ethnicity

Anglo Black spanic
(N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
Statements —
(Total N-=3103)2 Frequency! Adjusted | Rankd Frequency; Adjusted | Rankd Frequency] Adjusted ! Rankd
of Aggee— Frequency of Aggee- Frequency of Aggee- Frequency
ment (Percent )| SAM| sOH] ment (Percent)]sam] soM] ment (Percent )C|sam|snm
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children 1700 96.2 3 651 96.3 5 485 96.6 3
with homework,
7. Teachers shoyld be In charge of getting parents involved 658 37.4 ] 421 62.9 i 62.8
tn the school,
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 360 20.5 3 233 35.0 4 210 42.5 3
with parents,
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 1320 75.3 466 71.0 324 65.7
5. Principals should be I charge of getting parents tnvolved 950 54.8 455 70.3 334 68.0
in the school,
6. 1 want teachers to send more Information home about class- 1626 g2.7 5 636 95.1 470 95.3 5
room learning actlvitles,
7. 1 usually feel at ease when [ visit the school, 1629 92.1 611 91.5 432 87.8
8. 1 have a hard time teaching some skills to my chiidren 885 50.2 321 47.8 5 255 51.5 5
11ke reading, math, and writing,
9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 531 30.4 4 230 34,2 3 218 4.4 4
10. 1 should make sure that my chlldren do thelr homework. 1714 96.6 2 663 98.2 3 495 99,2 1
1. Working parents do not have time to be involved In school k1:) 14.4 2 14] 32.2 2 104 38.0 2
activities.e

AN-Number of respondents.
Frequency of Agreement = The nunher
CAdjusted frequency = The percent of

for Rank, SAM-Strongly Ag
€ltem Included 1n 1985 sur
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of parents agreefng or strongly agreeing with the statement,
parents responding favorably to the Individual statement with micst

a5 dats exciuded in calculating the percentage,
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement
Compared By Ethnicity

Anglo Black itispanic
(N-l779) {N=682) (N=506)
Statements
(Total N<3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency Mjusted | Rankd [Frequency] Adjusted | Rankd
of Aggee- Frequency of Aggee- Frequenc of Agree-|Frequency
ment (Percent )<|sanlsoM| ment (Percent{c SAMI DM} mentd * I(percent)<[sam]som

12. 1 would help my children more with homework 1f I knew what 1263 72.9 494 T 151 426 85,7

to do,
13. 1 should have the final word in decisions about my 1218 70.8 479 72.0 322 65.7

children's schools.
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.e 260 99.6 1 424 98.8 2 266 96.0 4
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more {nvolved 1n my 1689 96.0 4 641 96.4 4 473 94.6

children's school.
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best 261 99.6 1 432 99.3 1 275 98.9 2

education.®
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success iIn school, 19 4.5 I 128 19.3 1 91 18.3 1
18. Parents should take part more in school decistons. e 237 91.2 4]} 95.8 25 91.9
19. School districts should make rules for Involving parents.e® 126 49.0 340 79.3 210 75.8
20. 1 should help evaluate my children's teachers and 176 68.2 316 74.0 193 72.0

principal.e

AN=Number of respondents.
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,

CAdjusted Frequency = The nercent of parents responding favorably to the 1ndividual statement with wissing data excluded in calculating the percentage,
for Rank, SAM=Strongly Agre. Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most ,

€ftem Included in 1985 survey only,

2.
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Table
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Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Decistons About
Compared By Ethnicity

. -

Parent lnvolvenenp

Anglo Black Hispanic
{N=1779) {N=682) {N=506)
Necisions
{Total N:=3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-|Frequenc Rank Jof Inter-|frequency | Rank of Inter- frequency | Rank
estb  [(percent)c estb  f(percent)c esth  |(percent)c
1. Amount of homework assigned. 1380 78.0 3 578 85.9 3 397 79.1 3
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods, 1468 83.1 1 574 86.2 2 396 79.5 2
3. Selecting school texthooks and other learning materials. 1239 70.0 q 488 72.3 350 70.3
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 1n 66.7 518 7.7 363 72.9
S. Evaluating my child's progress, 1376 78.0 3 600 89.7 1 433 86.6 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 834 47.3 380 56.7 245 49.5
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do thelr job. 1231 69.6 5 527 78.2 368 73.6
3. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 1160 65.8 437 65.4 321 63.9
9. firing principal and teachers. 177 44.0 312 46.4 200 40.0
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual equcation in the 811 46.0 496 74.0 358 71.5
school,
1. Haking schonl desegregatfon plans. 1068 61.2 498 75.0 227 47.2
12. Setting school behavior ryles. 1423 81.0 2 565 84.3 q 393 78.9 4
13. Setting school ryles for grading and passing children.d 177 67.3 339 78.3 5 207 75.0 5
14. Hielping the school decide what to teach and how.d 135 51.3 282 65.0 143 51.8
3N-Number of parents responding to Individual ftem.

frequency of Interest =
CAd justed Frequency = The
ditem included tn 1985 survey only,

The number of parents probably interested or d
percent of parents responding favorably to t

BESY COPY AVAILABLE

efinitely interested 1n the decisfon.
he Individual decision with missin

9 data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Table
Frequency and Rank Order of Partlcl‘atlon fn Parent involvement Activities
Compared By Ethnicity
Anglo BYack Hispanic
(N=2773) (N-682) {N=506)
Activities
{Total N-3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rsnkd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic- Frequency of Partic-lfrequency of Partic-|Frequency
ipationd f(pPercent)cfrpM[TpL tpationd  H(percent)c{tpufpL Ipationbd [(percent)c{rpu{TPL

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 369 22.6 289 49.7 149 35.2

1ihrarfan, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc.
7. Helping children with homework. 1600 93.5 3 567 92.2 1 404 86.7 3
3. visiting the school to see what s happening. 1642 93.1 4 589 89.4 3 433 88.9 2
4. Gofng to "open hause® or special programs at tchool. 1737 98.3 1 609 91.3 2 462 94,1 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 522 51.1 348 64.9 220 60.9

your children at home,
6. Helping with school activities such 3s coffees, por-luck 1483 85.4 475 74.0 355 74.1

suppers, fund ratsing, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom Tearning activitfies, 684 4.1 286 47.4 177 4.7

for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping fn the schonl, for example, the iibrary, reading 718 44.2 2713 44.1 187 42.1

center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 1293 75.0 385 58.4 303 64.5

or picnics, or to parties,
10. Gning to workshops or other sych educational activities 172 57.2 357 60.1 219 54,3

for pirents at the school.
11. frganizing parent volunteer activities. 915 54.3 300 46.9 230 52.0

3N-Nimber of parents responding to individual 1tem,
hrrequency of Participation = The nywher of parents probably taking part 4 activities sometimes or often,

CAd Justed Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the fndividyal activity with missing data excluded in calculating

the percentage.
4 or Rank, TPM-Take Part Host and TPL=Take Part Least.

o ' BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Table _—

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation tn Parent Involvement Activities
Compared By Ethnicity
T - T Anglo Black mspan-i-:“-_—-—.m
(M=1779) {N=682) {N=506)
Activities —_ —
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-[Frequency of Partic-lFrequency of Partic-{Frequency
ipationt (Percent)c]TPM]TPL 1patfond {Percent)c]{TPM}TPL ipatfonb {Percent )<{ TPM}TPL
17. Taking part in PIA meotings. 1506 85.7 513 7.4 386 78.8 |5
13. Planning the school budyet . 391 24.9 203 34.3 2 115 27.1 5
4. fielping to plan what will be taught §n the school. 2 14.8 4 207 35.5 4 95 24.4 4
1S. flelping children learn with materfals at hore, for 1508 87.6 5 564 86.4 5 366 17.2
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of Interest, for example, 1478 85.3 509 77.0 351 74.4
miseums, tibrarfes, art gallerfes, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community groups 136 46.2 364 59.3 204 46.2
1ike nefghborhood associations, church organizations,
LULAC, NAACP, etc.
i8. fielping decide how wel) school proyrams work (1ike 283 18.7 5 2715 46.8 151 36.2
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time patd staff, for example, assistant 225 13.9 K} 199 M9 K} 82 19.6 2
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
70. iielping to decide how well teachers and principals do 176 12.0 2 218 39.2 84 21.2 3
their fobs.

3N-Mumber of parents responding to individua) item,

Tor Rank, TPM:Take Part.Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
210
Q
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frequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part §n the ind§

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

part in activities sometimes or often.
vidual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Invoivement Activities
Compared By Ettnicity

Anglo Black Hispanic
{®=1279) (n-682) (N=506)
Activities
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-{Frequency
tpation®  [(percent)c|tpu[1pL{ipationd (Percent)C[1PMITPL{ipationd |(Percent)c|ipM]TpL
21. telping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 67 4.7 1 138 25.5 1 4o 12.3 |
2?. Gning to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 1647 94.4 2 579 88.1 4 418 86.2 4
progress.,
23. Giving ideas to the schoo! board or school administration 647 38.1 231 38.2 5 145 32.8
for making changes.
?4. Gning to meeting of the school board. 519 29.9 282 44.2 178 38.6

3:-Number of parents responding to individual ftem.

frequency of Participation = The number of parents p-obabl
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents takin

dfor Rank, TPM:-Take Part Most and 1PL

y taking part in

9 v3rt In the individual ac
=Take Part Least.

activities sometimes or often,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in parent involvement Roles

Compared by Ethnicity

Anglo 8lack Hispanic
{N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
Roles
(Total W-3103)@ Frequency] Adjusted fFrequency] Adjusted Frequency! Adjusted
of Inter-|{frequency of Inter-}iFrequency of Inter-|Frequency
estdb  I(percent)c estd  (percent)c estb  I(percent)c
1. Paid School Staff - work n the school as an aide, parent 939 53.5 479 71.1 333 66.7
educalnr, assistant teacher, assistant )ibrarian, or other
Inhs.
?. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist 1596 90.8 612 90.5 438 87.6
In events; Tor example, chaperoning a party or field trip,
taking tickets at a fund-ratsing dinner, or such activitfes.
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with schoo! work 1600 91.0 627 93.2 454 91.0
or other educatfonal sctivities.
4. Audience - supparting your child in school, for example, 1725 98.0 629 93.0 462 92.8
y going to schol performances, baking for bake sales,
responding to notices from the school, etc.
5. Advocate . meeting with school board or other offictals to 1387 78.4 548 81.3 365 73.3
ask Tor changes in rules or practices fn the school or
schnol system,
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 1338 75.5 600 88.8 419 84.1
and principals where everyone learns more about children
and education.
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school 1314 74.2 559 82.6 33 66.6
committee, nr governing board; or by giving your opintons
to these boards or comittees.

AH-Nimber of parents responding to individual ftem.

bfrequency of Interest = Th
CndJusted Frequency « The p

21Y

e nuwher of parents probably fnterested or definttely interested tn the role.
ercent of parents responding favorably to the indtvidual role with missirg data excluded ¢n calculating the percentage.
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Table -

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement With Suggestions About Parent Involvement
Compared By Ethnicity

T Anglo Black Hispanic
(N=1779) (n=682) {N=506)
Suggestions
{1otal N-3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted
of Agree-Ifrequency | Rank |of Agree-IFrequenc Rank 1of Agreas- Frequency | Rank
mentd I (Percent)c wentd |{Percent)c mentd [(Percent)r

1. Sending more tnformation to parents about ways they could 1548 87.6 4 622 92.3 8 437 89.8 5
be fnvolved.

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school, 1601 90.7 2 639 9.7 3 464 93.5 2

3. flelping parents to better understand the subjects being 1554 88.1 3 636 94.4 4 452 91.5 3
taught,

4. faving fnformal meetings or activities where parents and 1504 85.3 7 620 9t.7 9 433 87.9 6
school staff can get to know each other better,

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved, 1526 86.6 5 624 93.1 6 445 89.9 q

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their 1347 76.3 9 621 92.5 7 439 89.2 7
children,

7. fleiping student understand that having thelir parents 1505 85.2 8 632 94.0 5 464 93.5 2
involved 1s important.

8. Glving parents more Informat jon about children's success 1610 91.0 1 645 95.7 2 473 95.4 1
fn school, ‘

9. Planning more school activities at times when working 1505 85.3 7 652 96.4 1 437 87.9 6
parents can come.

10. Having more activities which Inclule children, perents and 1519 6.1 6 647 95.7 2 455 91.5 3
teachers,

AN-Number of parents responding to Individual ftem.
hfrequency of Agreement « The numher of parents igreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggestions,
‘Adjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual suggestion with missing data excluded ¢n calculating the percentage.

) BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement
Become Less Involved at
Compared by Etnicity

Table

with Reasons Why Parents
High Schoo)

Anglo 8lack Hispanic
(N=1779) (M=682) {N-506)
Reasons
{iotal N=3103)? Frequency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Agree-]Frequenc Rank  fof Agree-|Frequenc Rank jof Agree-|Frequency | Rank
mentd  l(percent)c mentd  |(Percent)c mentd [(percent)c
T. Pzrents may not understand some of the courses taken fin 1349 78.5 2 572 86.8 1 408 84.6 1
high school.
7. The schools are too far away. 276 16.1 10 183 28.3 10 154 31.7 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 417 28.0 9 205 31.3 9 169 35.4 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved tn school as 1380 81.9 1 421 64.4 2 358 74.4 ?
much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved In school 683 40,2 8 303 46.2 8 239 49.6 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want thelr parents involved when they 1030 61.0 5 354 54.4 4 268 56.3 7
get to high school,
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 679 40.3 7 415 64.3 3 283 59.0 5
f. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 1219 74.6 3 397 61.7 5 315 66.6 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 1191 73.1 4 408 63.8 4 293 62.6 q
parents,
10. Migh school principals do not encourage parent Involvement 926 58.0 6 348 54.5 6 270 58.1 6
fn the school,

A3N-Numher of parents responding to Individual ftem.
frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or stron
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents respording favorably
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Gly agreeing with the reason,
to the individual reason with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY ETHNICITY (MEANS)




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement

Compared by Ethnicity

216

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
(N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
Statements Rank Rank Rank
(Total N=3103)2 X SD X SD X SD
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM| SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children|3.395].584] 4 3.4971.615] 4 3.480].578] 3
with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 2.329].702 5 12.800/{.843 2.790|.822
involved in the school,
3. Teachers have enough to do without aiso having to work |1.998].750 3 12.203].946 4 12.383].839 2
with parents.
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents., [2.890}.708 2.919].833 2.791].751
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 2.582].736 2.8761.801 2.809}.769
involved in the school.
6. I want teachers to send more information home about 3.251.590 3.398].612 3.339].599
classroom learning activities,
7. I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 3.295(.662 3.2571.690 3.217].716
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children [2.482].805% 2.471].922 5 12.519].853 5
like reading, math, and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school 2.165(.759 4 12.179].903 3 |2.4011.823 4
decisions,
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sb=Standard deviation
d For Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ Item-included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Ethnicity

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
(N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
Statements
(Total N=3103)3 Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM| SDM
10. I should make sure that my children do their homework. |3.578 .584| 2 3.732].512 2 3.7011.500] 1
I1. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 1.8521.691 2 12.114].955% 2 12.3871.916 3
school activities.e
12. T would help my children more with homework if I knew |2.838{.734 2.951].885 3.0871.703
what to do.
13. I should have the final word in decisions about my 2.904].758 2.961}.872 2.851].895
children's 2ducation.
14. T cooperate with my children's teachers.e 3.567].504] 3 3.620].519| 3 3.415}.629] 4
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in my{3.391].576}] 5 3.4771.609] 5 3.392]1.609] 5
children‘s school,
16. T want to spend time helping my children get the best [3.641|.488] 1 3.759}.455] 1 3.651].514] 2
education.®
17. I have little to do with my children's success in 1.480).637 1 11.713].927 1 |1.835}.865 1
school.
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions,e 3.227].645 3.434].591 3.249{.639
19. School districts should make rules for involving 2.4671.838 3.028(.811 2.9681.773
parents.e .
20. 1 should help evaluate my children's teachers and 2.818].874 2.948|.876 2.918}.853
principal.®e
d N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sD=Standard deviation
d For ank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SOM=strongly disagree most
€ Item included in 1985 survey only

219

218

e ®




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Ethnicity

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
Oecisions
(Total N=3103)a xb SDC | Rank] xb SO |Rank| xb $DC  |Rank
1. Amount of homework assigned, 4.085 (1.035 3 |4.415 .837 3 |4.257 .948 2
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4.224 |1.018 1 ]4.425 .859 2 14.257 .980 2
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 3.879 [1.133 6 [4.013 [1.011 | 9 [2.950 {1.048 8
materials.
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 3.904 |1.201 5 (4.148 |1.108 5 14.100 {1.151 3
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning, 4.099 |1.041 2 14.550 .802 1 |4.422 .873 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.262 {1.337 12 13.521 [1.298 {13 |[3.436 |1.319 11
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their 3.850 [1.181 7 164.113 |1.066 6 3.994 |1.163 7
job.
8. Oeciding what's most important for the school budget, {3,723 1{1.1%63 9 13.843 [1.127 11 {3.773 {1.151 9
9. Firing principal and teachers, 3.194 |1.353 14 13.257 11.331 {14 [3.110 |1.386 13
16. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the 3.196 |1.303 13 {4.079 .997 7 14.000 [1.198 6
school,
11. Making school desegregation plans, 3.568 11.350 10 }3.989 11.181 |10 |3.358 {1.295 12
12. Setting school behavior rules. 4,075 |1.034 4 14.275 .954 4 14,098 }1.092 4
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d{3.726 |1.239 8 14.018 [1.060 8 {4.011 [1.208 5
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 3.354 |1.337 11 [3.788 |1.209 {12 }3.471 |1.3%2 10
3 N=Number of respondents
b ¥=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to § (definitely interested)
C sp=Standard deviation
d ttem included in 1985 survey only
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TJable -

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest i: Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Ethnicity

222

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
Roles (N=1774) (N=682) (N=506)
(Total N=3103)2
xb SOC | Rank| xb StC  {Rank| xb SDC  |Rank
i. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 3.254 1.513 7 13.850 1,227 7 :13.790 11.284 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 4.461 .880 3 |14.379 -848 4 14,364 .947 3
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party or
field trip, taking tickets at a furd-raising dinner, or
such activities,
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school 4,513 .845 2 14,651 .725 1 |4.549 .818 2
work or other educational activities.
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for 4,784 .528 1 |4.570 .709 2 14.633 .734 1
example, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officiels|{4.119 {1.021 4 14.233 [1.006 6 [4.078 |1.099 5
to ask for changes in rules or practices in the school
or school system.
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 3.991 {1.103 6 14.389 .870 3 ]4.275 .953 4
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and education.
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school [4.007 |1.140 5 14.202 |1.008 5 13.903 |1.158 6
committee, or governing board: or by giving your
opinions to these boards or committees.
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation
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Table -

Mcan Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Ethnicity

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
(N=1779) (N=682) (N=506) i
Activities
(Total N=3103)3 Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spe
TPM} TPL TPM| TPL TPM} TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, {1.637]1.101 5 |2.312]1.263 1.929§1.226
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 3.609| .700] 3 3.598} .744} 1 3.369| .955{ 4
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 3.537] .653; 4 3.428) .737] 3 3.415} .767] 2
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 3.865] .415] 1 3.478] .730] 2 3.635] .645] 1
5. Going to classes at the schoo! which help you teach 2.498]1.185 2.74611.098 2.68111.245
your children at home.
6. Helping with schoo?! activities such as coffees, pot- 3.417| .897 3.03711.081 3.10411.125
luck suppers, fund raising, etc. ;
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 2.308{1.159 2.30111.202 2.196]1.252
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the 1ibrary, 2.290]1.211 2.24211.244 2.185(1.258 '
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office,
etc. '
9. Going with children and teachers on school firld trips |3.070{1.080 2.59071.153 2.740[1.168
or picnics, or to parties.
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scaie of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C sp=Standard deviation
d for Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Ethnicity

220

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
(N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb ! spc xb | spe
TPM] TPL TPMj TPL TPM| TPL
10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities 2.617]1.174 2.68211.208 2.50171.233
for parents at the school.
I1. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 2.542|1.224 2.304{1.211 2.423(1.214
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.469] .869( 5 3.15211.006] 5 3.210{1.009{ 5
13. Planning the school budget. 1.74211.083 1.9541.140 2 [1.797]1.149 5
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.467] .836 4 11.985]1.215 3 {1.703]1.077 4
15, Helping children learn with materials at home, for 3.368] .861 3.377] .879] 4 3.131]1.038
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 3.249{ .867 3.09111.017 2.95311.054
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community groups|2.348]1.181 2.632(1.205 2.260]1.200
1ike neighborhood associations, church organizations,
LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 1.613] .935 2.29611.197 2.036(1.175
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part tihe paid staff, for example, assistant|1.389 .883 2 11.986(1.255 4 11.545]1.022 2
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc,
d N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
_22'¢
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Ethnicity

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
(N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
Activities
(Total N=3103)3 Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
TPM} TPL TPM} TPL TPM] TPL
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do |1.400} .800 3 J]2.034]1.186 5 11.606]1.019 3
their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principais. 1.165| .546 1 |1.721|1.136 1 ]1.355] .834 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 13,673 .671] 2 3.428| .838| 3 3.406] .890f 3
progress.
23, Giving ideas to the school board or school administra- 2.074]1.094 2.101|1.201 1.914(1.128
tion for making changes.
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 1.92511.069 2.190]1.165 2.102]1.220

N=Number of respondents

an response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
tandard deviation

or Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with u?gestions about Parenrt Involvement
Compared by Ethnicity

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
(TS:g?e;t;g8§)a (N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
ota =

xb S0C | Rank|{ xb S0C  |Rank| xb SDC  |Rank

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 4.070 .769 9 14.332 .710 10 {4.287 .782 10 !
could be involved,

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4,271 711 2 ]4.545 .635 2 ]4.488 .690 3

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 4.164 .714 3 |4.472 .650 6 [4.393 .718 5
being taught,

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 4,118 .793 7 14.436 .720 7 |4.312 .855 8
and school staff can get to know each other better.

5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be 4,113 .787 8 14.407 .669 9 ]4.337 .793 7
involved.
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 3.899 .872 10 |4.432 .720 8 14.309 .806 9

their children,

7. Helping students understand that having their parents [4.123 .803 6 ]4.519 .653 5 14.490 .685 2
involved is important.

8. Giving parents more information about children's 4,278 .698 1 [4.565 .656 1 ]4.556 .658 1
success in school.

9. Planning more school activities at times when working [4.126 .834 5 14.530 .647 4 14.348 .860 6
parents can come.

10. Having more activities which include children, parents }4.163 .766 4 14.534 .630 3 |4.437 .724 4
and teachers,

N=Number of respondents

Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
=Standard deviation




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less
Involved at High School

232

ANGLO BLACK HISPANIC
Reasons (N=1779) (N=682) (N=506)
(Total N=3103)a
xb so¢ | Rank] xb SOC  |Rank| xb SDC  |Rank
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken inl2.925 706 2 13.226 .769 1 }3.151 .749 1
high school.
2. The schools are too far away. 2.029 .681 9 ]2.185 .818 10 |2.307 .834 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.189 .690 10 j2.213 .845 9 [2.352 .792 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as 3.014 .692 1 J2.772 .929 3 ]2.904 .801 2
much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 2.341 .776 8 1}2.393 .913 8 [2.544 .886 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents fnvolved when they |2.679 .787 6 |2.550 .958 7 12.670 .898 7
get to high school.
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 2.362 .724 7 2.743 .915 4 |2.673 .864 6
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 2.873 .693 3 J2.70% .863 5 12.801 .817 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 2.868 .733 4 J2.8209 .901 2 |2.748 .856 4
parents,
10. High school principals do not encourage parent 2.681 .796 5 12.609 .922 6 ]2.705 .886 5
involvement in the.school.
g.ﬂ=Number of respondents
X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1} (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree
€ Sp=Standard deviation gree) ( 9ly agree)
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
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frequency and Rank rcer of Agreement with Statemen

BEZLGObA VAVTVETE

Compared By Education Leve!

ts About Parent Involvement

Less Than High Schoo! High School Diploma College Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=364) (N=861) Baccalaureata fegree (1467) Degree (N-348)
Statements
(totat N-3i103)2 Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd Ifrequency] Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| 2djusted | Rankd [Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd
of Aggee- frequenc of Aggee- frequenc of Aggee- frequenc of Agree-}frequency
ment (Percent)ClsaM]snM| ment (Percent)c SM‘SDN went (Percent)C]SaAM]spM] mentd (Percent)C|sam|som
I. Teachers should give me ideas 343 95.0 5 832 82.3 3 1400 96.2 4 I 95.4 4
ahout helping my chiddren with
homework.
7. Teachers should be in charge of 246 69.1 464 54.6 5 575 39.8 5 144 41.7 5
parents involved in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do 154 52.1 2 248 29.4 2 324 22.5 3 12 20.9 3
without also having to work
with parents.
4. Teachers need to be tralced for 23 67.9 565 66.8 1086 75.5 2n 19.9
working with parents. ‘
5. Principals should be tn charge 245 70.0 506 60.5 8 58.1 208 60.8
of getting parents fnvolved in
the school.
6. 1 want teachers tc send more 345 97.2 k) 802 94.7 5 1351 931.5 303 88.6
informat fon home about
classroom learning activities.
7. 1 usually feel at ease when | 301 86.5 778 91.3 1339 91.9 318 2.7 5
visit the school,
8. 1 have a hard tine teaching 242 67.8 8 } 465 54.6 5 655 45.3 133 38.4 4
some skills to my children 1ike p
reading, moth, and writing. l

3H-Number of respondents.

Frequency of Agreement.= The number ¢f parents
CMjusted irequency « The percen? of pavents res
dror Rank, SAM=Stronyly Agree Most &nd

€item included tn 1985 survey acly,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

agreefng or strongly agreeing with the statement.
pending favorably to the
SOM=Stronyly Dicagree Mpst.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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individual statement with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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frequency and Rank Order f Agreement with Stat
Cos.sared By Fducation
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Table

Level

'.}'",:‘..'»""’

-

ements About Parent Involvement

Less Than High School High School DIploma College Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=164) (N=861) Baccalaureate flegrer (1467) Negree (N=348)
Statements
(1otat N-3103)a Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd IFrequency] Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree-|Frequency of Agree- Frequency of Agree-|Frequency of Agree-|Frequency
wment (Percent)c|sam|snM| ment (Percent)cisanfsnM] menth (Percent)c{SaM|SoM| mentd {Percent)c SAH,SDH
9. 1 do not have enough tralning 216 60.7 4 358 2.7 4 364 25.3 4 68 19.6 2
to helip make schonl decisions.,
10. 1 should make sure that my 352 98.6 2 843 98.5 2 1415 96.9 2 333 95.7 3
children do thelr homework.
11. Working Parents do not have 120 56.9 3 81 30.7 3 59 16.6 2 21 19.6 2
time to he Involved in schoo!
activities.*
12. 1 would help my children more 328 92.9 688 81.1 1009 71.0 217 64.8
with homework §f | knew what to
do.
13. 1 should have the final word in 265 75.1 592 n.2 990 69.6 223 66.0
decislions ahout mv chlldren's
education,
14. 1 cooperate with my children's 199 96.6 4 260 98.5 2 408 9.3 1 103 97.2 2
teachers.®
15, 1 should be responsible for 333 94.6 810 95.5 4 1400 96.6 3 327 95.1
getiing more involved in my
children's school.
16. 1 want to spend time helping my o8 99.0 1 265 99.6 1 a1 99.3 1 1061 99.1 ]
children get the hest
, education,®

o

[S——
PR

AN-Humher of respondents.
frequency of A

greement = The nember of
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of

Rank, SAM-Strongly Agree Most and SOM=Strongly Disagree Most.

®1tem included in 1975 survey only,
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parents agreelng or strongly agreeing with the statement.
parents responding favorahly to the Individual statement with

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Table _

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statemen
Compared By Education feve

I b

b TR

ts About Pareat Involvement

Less Than High School

High School Diploma

College Courses or

Graduate Courses or Graduate

children's teachers and
princtpal,®

Diptomz (N-364) (n=861) Bac~alaureate Degree (1467) Degree (N=348)
Statements
(Total N-3103)3 Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd Frequency] Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Mjusted | Rankd Frequency] Mjusted | Rankd
of Agree-|Frequency of Agree-}Frequency of Aggee- Frequency of Agree-|Frequency
menth  I(Percent)C{sAM[snH] mentt (Percent)<isam]som] ment (Percent)C sAM]soM} mentP  {(Percent)<|sAM]soH
17. 1 have 1ttle to do with my 130 37.0 | 80 9.5 | 77 5.3 | 24 7.0 |
chlldren's success In school,
18, Parents should take part more 185 90.7 249 94,7 391 94.9 5 92 87.6
In schaol declsions,®?
19. School districts should make 166 80.2 191 72.6 275 67.6 61 57.0
rules for Involving parents,.®
70, 1 shonld help evaluate my 165 82.1 191 74.6 278 67.6 62 58.5

AN-Number of respondents.

frequency of Agreement

dror

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

239

ey only,

= The nimher of parents agreeing or
“Adjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favo
Rank, SAM:=Strongly Agree Most and SHM=
®item fncluded 1n 1985 sury

strongly agreeing with the statement.

rably to the individual statement wi
Strongly Disagree Most.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

th mlssing data excluded In calculating the percentage,
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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REZL CORA VAYITYETR

Table -

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest tn Decisfons About Pares
Compared By tducation Level

t Involvement

Less Than ltigh School High School Oiploma College Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Oiploma (N=364) (N=861) Baccalaureate Degree (1467) Degree (N=348)
Decisfoos
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-iFrequency | Rank Jof Inter- Frequency | Rank [of Inter- Frequency | Rank lof Inter- frequency { Rank
esth (Percent)c estd (Percent)c esth (Percent)¢ esth (Percent)C
1. Amoint of homework assfigned. 287 80.6 3 663 17.6 4 1180 80.8 4 283 82.3 2
2. Choosing classroom discipline 286 81.0 2 122 84.8 1 1228 84.4 i 262 76.4 4
methods ,
3. Selecting school textbooks and 250 68.7 8 5712 67.3 8 toag 1.7 7 252 13.0 5
other Yearning materials.
4. Placing my children in Special 259 12.5 7 599 70.5 ? 1023 70.6 8 236 68.4 6
Education,
5. Evaluating how well my children 298 83.7 1 686 81.2 2 1195 82.0 3 288 83.5 1
are learning,
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 205 58.2 13 432 51.2 13 106 48.5 13 148 42.8 13
7. Evaluating how well principals
and teachers do their job. 275 171.5 6 632 74.4 6 1052 12.0 6 215 62.3 10
fi. Deciding what's most important 223 63.2 10 536 64.5 9 968 66.4 9 227 65.6 7
for the school budget.
9. Firing principal and teachers. 184 51.4 14 360 42.6 14 652 44.6 14 125 3.2 14
10. Having more multicultural/ 234 65.2 9 453 53.7 12 814 55.8 12 196 56.6 11
hilingual education in the
school,

3N-Humber of respondents.

frequency of Agreement =
CAdjusted frequency = The
d1tem tncluded In 1985 survey only,
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frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Deciston
Compared By tducation Ley

RESL CObA VAYHYETE

Table _

s About Parent Involvement

el

Less Than High Sch

ool

High School Diploma

College Courses or

Graduate Courses or Graduate

Mploma (N=364) {N-861) Baccalaureate Degree (1467) Degree (N-=348)
Pecictions —_
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency| AMjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency Adfusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-|Frequency | Rank |of Inter- frequency | Rank {of Inter- Frequency | Rank [of Inter- Frequency | Rank
estb  I(percent)c est {Percent)c estd  [(Percent)c estd  {(percent)c
11. Making schonl desegregatfon 214 61.3 12 466 56.2 10 934 64.8 10 215 62.7 9
plans,
12. Setting school vehavior rules. 2717 78.0 5 684 80.9 3 1204 82.9 2 269 18.7 3
13. Setting school rules for 168 80.4 4 198 75.0 5 301 72.4 5 67 63.8 8
grading and passing children.d
14. Helping the school decide what 139 62.2 1 147 55.5 1 233 56.0 n 57 54.3 12

to teach and how,

3N-Numher of respondents,

)

frequency of Agreement = The numher of
Cadfusted frequency = The percent

di1em included In 1985 survey only,

ERIC
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles

Compared by Education tevel

Roles
(Total N-3103)2

Less Than High School
Diploma (N=364)

High School Diploma
(N=861)

College Courses or
Baccalaureate Deqgree (1467)

Graduate Courses or Graduatg
Deqree (N=34R)

Adjusted
frequency

Frequency
of Inter-

Rank

Mjusted
frequency

frequency

of Inter- Rank

Mjusted
frequency

frequency

of Inter- Rank

Adjusted
frequency

Frequency

uf Inter- Rank

est

(Percent)C

estd

(Percent)*

esth

(Percent)C

esth

(Percent)®

1. Paid School Staff - work in the

245

68.1

541

63.9

835

57.7 7

167

48.5 7

RIC

school as an alde, parent
educator, assistant teacher,
assistant Vibrarian, or other
such jobs,

?. School Program Supporter -
coming To g’i school to assist
in events; for example,
chaperoning a party or field
trip, taking tickets at a fund-
raising dinner, or such
activities,

Home Tutor - helping your
chiTdren at home with school
work or other educational
activities.

4. Audience - supporting your
chT1dTn school, for example,
by going to school
performances, baking for bake
sales, responding to notices
from the school, etc.

306 85.0 2

320 89.1 1

320 89.1 1

170 90.4 2

756 89.0 3

808 94.8 1

1327

1348 93.0 2

1418 97.8 1

303

13 91.0 2

337 98.0 1

5E-Numher of respondents,
frequency of Agreement = The number of
CAd Justed Frequency = The percent of

parents agreefng or strongly agreeing with the statement.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

parents responding favorahly to the individual statement with missing data excluded iu calculating the percentage.
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Table _

Trequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Education Level

Less Than High School High School ofploma College Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=364) (n=861) Baccalsureate Degree (1467) Negree (N=348)

Roles
(Total N-3103)? Prequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency} Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-{Frequency | Rank [of Inter- Frequency | Rank Jo¢ Inter- Frequency | Rank f{of inter- Frequency : Rank

estd  I(percent)c estd  [(percent)c estd  [(percent)c estb  I(Percent)c

S. Advocate - meeting with school 260 72.6 4 619 72.7 5 1nn”n 80.7 4 290 83.8 4
Board or other officla’s to ask
for changes in rules or
practices in the school or
school system,

6. Co-Learner - going to classes 289 80.7 3 682 80.0 4 1nn 80.6 5 266 76.7 6
or workshops with teachers and
principals where everyone
learns more about children and
education.

7. Qecisfon Maker - being on an 235 65.8 6 592 69.3 7 1138 78.0 6 284 82.3 5
advisory board, a school
committee, or governing board:
or by giving your opinions to
these hards or comittees.

IN-Nimher of respondents.
Frequency of Agreement = The nuwher of parents agreefng or strongly agreeing with the statement,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the Individual statement with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,
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dror Rank, TPH-Take Part Most and TPL=Take

Part Least.
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Less Than High Schoo! High School Diploma College Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=364) {n=861) Baccalaureate Degree (1467) Degree (N=343)
Activities
(total N-3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-iFrequency of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-|Frequency of Partfic-|Frequency
ipationd | (Percent)c|TpM[TPL{1pat tond (Percent)clTPMITPL|1pationd |(Percent)c|rpm[TrL tpation® |(Percent)cfrpm]TpL
1. Working as full time pald 138 45,2 214 27.7 5 346 26.4 132 2.4
staff, for example,
teacher, librarian, teacher
alde, cafeterta help, etc.
2. Helping children with 297 88.1 2 745 91.1 3 1288 93.2 3 304 93.3 2
homework .
3. Visiting the schoo! to see k11 1} 87.4 3 m 91.4 2 1339 92.7 4 306 90.3 4
what fs happening.
4. Going to “open house* or s 89.2 1 815 95.9 1 1409 97.0 1 336 98.2 ]
special programs at school.
5. Going to classes at the 183 63.3 33 57.2 481 55.5 131 55.7
school which help you teach
your chitdren at home,
6. lietping with schonl 241 69.7 676 81.4 1186 83.7 264 78.6
activities such as coffees,
pot-luck suppers, fund
ratsing, otc,
7. Mlelping teachers with 145 45.2 339 45.6 550 43.4 146 46.2
classroom learning
activittes, for example,
story telling, reading,
math games, etc.
3N-Number of parents responding
frequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often.
CAd Justed Frequency = The percent of parents taking part In the Indfividual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Table _

Compared By Education Level

t involvement Activities

Less Than High School High School Diploma Coilege Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=364) (N=861) Baccalaureate Degree (1467) Degree (N=348)
Activities 3
{Total N-3103)3 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted ]| Rankd
of Partic-}{Frequenc of Partic-IFrequency of Partic-{Frequency of Partic-{Frequency
tpationb [(Percent)c]ipm|ipL tpationd J(percent)c|vpu]irL tpationd J(percent)c|ipm]toL Ipationd |(pPercent)c|rpu]ip
8. lelping in the school, for 141 43.1 374 47.9 569 4?2.7 126 39.5
example, the library,
reading center, playground,
lunchroom, nurse's office,
etc.
9. Going with children and 2m 58.1 614 74.2 999 70.5 210 63.4
teachers on schoo! field
trips or picnics, or to
parties.
10. Golng to workshops or other 172 55.5 396 51.0 650 58.3 164 57.3
such educational activities
for parents at the school.
11. Organizing parent volunteer 165 51.6 415 51.4 742 52.7 158 48.6
activities.
12. Taking part in PTA 245 70.4 690 81.2 1237 85.7 286 84.1
meet ings.
13. Planning the school budget. 119 37.9 4 203 26.4 326 25.17 78 26.2 q
14, Helping to plzn what will 116 38.4 5 129 17.5 2 210 17.9 4 19 21.3
be taught in the school.

3:-Nimber of parents responding
frequency of Participatfon = The
“Mjusted frequency = The percent

9or Rank, TPM-fake Part Host and

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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number of parents probably takin

g part in activities sometimes or often,

of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentac~.

TPL=Take Part Least.
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Table

P 2 il
T

frequency and Rank Order of Particination In Parent Involvement Activities
compared By Education Level

Activities
{Total N=3103)2

Les

s Than tiigh School
Diploma (N-364)

Graduate Courses or Graduate
NDegree (N-348)

High School Diploma
{N=851)

College Cnurses nr
Baccalaureate Negree (1467)

Frequen
of Part

fpatinnd

Adjusted | Rankd Rankd Rankd Rankd

Frequency
(Percent)c

Frequency
of Partfc-
ipationd

MJusted
Frequenc
{Percent)c

Adjusted
Frequency
{Percent)c

Adjusted
Frequency
{Percent )t

cy

Frequency
fc-

of Partic-
ipat fonb

Frequency
of Partfc-
fpatinnd

TPMITPE TPMETPL TPH{TPL TPH]TPL

15. Helping children tearn with
materfals at home, for
example, games, magazines,
bnnks, etc.

16. Taking children to places
of interest, for example,
museums, lthraries, art
qatleries, etc.

17. Morking tn improve the
schnols thrnugh community
grnups like nefghhorhood
assnciations, church
organizations, LULAC,
NAACP, etc,

18. lelping dectde how well
schonl programs wnrk (11ke
Title 1, Follnw Through,
FSAA, etc.)

19. Hnrking as part time paid
staff, for example,
assistant teacher, room
cterk, nurse, health aide,
etc.

217

254

165

153

107

80.3 5 685 82.0 5 1239 88.0 5 295 38.9 5

73.2 650 78.5 121 281 84.6

51.4 366 640 49.1 164 52.4

47.8 223 29.5 263 93

34.2 2 149 19.4 4 216 16.8 3 49 16.2 2

AN-Numher of parents responding

Frequency of Partfcipation = The number of parents
percent of parents

‘Adjusted Frequency - The

probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,

taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.

9 nr Rank, TPH-Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent

QEQ) COBA VAVITVEY
Table .

Compared By Education Level

b

Involvement Activittes

3N-Nimher of parents responding

ERIC

W

Frequency of Participation = The number of
CAdJusted Frequency = The percent of
for Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL

T Less Than High Schoo!? High Schoo) Diploma College Courses or Graduate Courses or Graduate
Ofploma (N-364) {N=g2?) Raccalaureate Degree (1467) Degree (N-348)
Activities
(Total §-3103)a Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-{Frequency of Partic-]Frequency
fpationd [(Percent)c|tPM}1pL}1pat tonb (Percent )<l TPMiTPL 1pationd |(Percent)c|rpu]TpL]1pat fond (Percent )c|TPMiTPI.
20. Helping to decide how well 1t 36.2 3 140 19.1 3 180 15.4 2 61 21.9 3
teachers and principals do
their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire 88 29.2 1 13 10.2 1 7t 6.3 1 30 11.0 |
teachers and principals.
22. Golng to parent/teacher 393 84.4 q 761 90.4 q 1345 93.7 2 307 92.7 3
conferences ahout your
thild's progress.
23. Giving jdeas to the school 127 38.4 5 250 31.0 520 38.5 157 7.7
board or schonl
administration for making
changes,
?4. Going to meeting of the 150 44.6 269 32.% 454 32.2 138 41 .4
school board.

parents probably taking part in activities
parents taking part in the fndividual activity wit
=Take Part Least.

sometimes or often. .
h missing data excluded iIn calculating the percentage.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement Nith Suggestions Ahout Parent Involvement
Compared By tducation Level

Less Than MPigh School High Schoo! Diploma College Courses or Bacca- |[Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=364) (N=861) laureate Negree (N-1467) Degree (N-348)
Suggestions
(Intal N-3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted fFrequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted
of Agree-ifrequency | Rank |of Agree-lFrequency | Rank |[of Agree-ifrequency | Rank Jof Agree-lFrequency | Rank
mentb  |(percent)c mentd  |(percent)c wentt l(percent)c menth |(percent)c

1. Sending more informatfon to 315 88.5 8 764 89.5 6 1301 89.4 4 304 87.6 4
parents ahout ways they could
he fnvolved,

?. Making parents feel more 323 91.5 3 199 93.7 1 1333 91.6 2 315 90.8 2
welcome in the school,

3. Helping parents to hetter 317 90.6 5 776 9.1 3 1313 90.3 3 302 86.8 6
understand the suhjects heing
taught,

4. Having informal meeting or 317 89.8 7 138 86.7 8 1274 87.6 7 289 83.3 9
activities where parents and
school staff can get to know
each other hetter,

5. Asking parents in hat ways they 307 87.5 9 761 89.5 6 1284 88.4 6 305 88.2 3
would 1fke to he involved.

6. Giving parents activities they 305 87.4 10 701 82.3 9 1172 80.6 10 284 81.8 10
can do at home with their
children,

7. Helping students understand 32% 91.8 2 167 90.0 4 1272 87.% 8 301 87.0 5
that having thelr parents
involved is important.

AN-Numher of parents responding
"rrequency of Agreement = The nuwher of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggestions,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorahly to the tndividuatl suggestion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement Mith Suggestions About Parent involvewent
Compared By Education Level

Less Than Ntigh School High School Diploma College Courses or Bacca- |[Graduate Courses or Graduate
Diplosa (M=364) (M=861) laureate Negree (N-1467) Degree ({N=348)
Suggestions
{Intal N-3103)2 Frequency! Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency! Adjusted
of Agree-ifrequency | Rank Jof Agree-IFrequency | Rank |of Agree-|Frequency | Rank Jof Agree-{Frequency | Rank
menth | (Percent)c mentd l(percent)c senth {(percent)c mentd |(Percent)c
8. Giving parents more information 335 94.6 ! 795 93.3 2 1342 92.1 1 323 92.8 1
about children’s success In .
schanl,
9. Planning more schoo! activitfes 320 90.1- 6 765 39.6 5 1267 87.1 9 300 86.7 7
3t times when wnrking parents
can come,
10. Having mnre activtifes which 323 91.0 4 769 89.3 7 1291 88.7 5 295 85.3 8
include children, parents and
teachers,

AN-Nimber nf parents respnnding
frequency of Agreement = The numher of parents agreefng or strongly agreeing with the suggestions.
fAdjusted frequency = The percent nf parents responding favorably to the Individual suggestion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Mreement with Reosons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at litgh School
Compared by Education Level

Less Than High School High School Diploma College Courses or Bacca- Graduste Courses or Graduate
Diploma (N=364) (N=861) laureate Degree (N-1467) Degrce (N=348)
Reasons
{Total N-31n3)a Frequency] Adjusted Freguency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Agree-lfrequency | Rank [of Agree-|Frequenc Rank lof Agree- Frequency | Rank Jof Agree-[frequency | Rank
mentd  [(percent)c menth  J(percent)c mentb l(percent)c mentd {(percent)c
1. Parents may not understand some in 89.4 | mn 82.6 1 113 18.7 1 254 5.8 2
of the courses taken fn high
school,
2. The schools are tao far away. 147 43.6 10 159 19.0 10 239 17.0 10 84 25.1 10
3. There are too many teachers to 155 45.3 9 237 28.4 9 379 21.0 9 101 30.2 9
talk to,
4. Teachers don't ask parents to 242 71.6 2 627 15.% 2 1067 76.7 2 267 80.2 1
be involved In school as mich,
5. Parents do not have time to be 220 64.1 6 37 41.9 8 549 39.1 8 139 41.6 8
invalved fn school activities
and work at the same time,
6. Children do not want their 21% 63.4 7 469 56.6 6 801 57.5 5 201 61.3 5
parents fnvolved when they get
to high school.
7. Parents can't leave swaller 235 69.5 4 42] 51.2 7 611 43.9 7 142 42.9 7
children alone at home,
8. There are not as wany parent/ 231 70.2 3 583 70.9 3 947 70.4 - 3 222 68.3 4
teacher confe, ences.

3N-Nimber of parents responding to individual {tem,
Frequency of Agreement = The nuwher of parents agreetng or strongly agreeing with the reason.
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individiss! reason with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,

26%
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agtze=znt with Reasons Why Parents

encourage parent involvement in
the school,

8ecowe Less Involved at High School
Compared by Education Level
Less Than High School High School 0iploma College Courses or Bacca- {Graduate Cnurses or Graduate
Oiploma (N=364) {n=861) teureate Degree {N-1467) Degree {N-348)
Reasons
{Total N-31n3)d Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency}] Adjusted
of Agree-|Frequenc Rank Jof Agree- Frequency | Rank [of Agree-Ifrequency { Rank |of Agree-|Frequency | Rank
mentd  [(Percent)c wenth  [(Percent)c mentd |(Percent)c mentd |(Percent)c
9. There are not as many PTA 223 67.0 5 567 70.1 4 915 68.1 228 70.8 3
activities for bigh school
parents.
t0. Nigh schonl principals do not 209 62.8 8 482 60.0 5 709 54.1 178 55.3 6

AN-Nimber of parents responding to individual item,

hrrpquency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or stron+ly agreeing with the reason,
CAdjusted trequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the fndividual reason with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY EDUCATIONAL LEVEL (MEANS)




Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement

RESL C%]‘gt’%‘i}' [EALITS o)

Compared by Educational Leve!l

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Statements Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)2 (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
Rankd Rankd Rankd Rankd
X | socf{sm som | xb [ soc{sm [som] xb | soc [sm [sml xb SDC{SAM | SOM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about |3.440|.6261 3 3.4481.558 3.4221 .593] 5 3.418].637] 5
helping my children with homework. .
2. Teachers should be in charge of 2.8651.811 2.633(.787 5 12.384] .762 5 12.420(.766
parents involved in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do without 2.550].922 2 |2.1221.816 2 12.037] .781 3 [1.965].792 4
also having to .work with parents.
4. Teachers need to be trained for 2.840}.829 2.7871.757 2.905{ .723 3.0241.705
working with parents.
5. Principals should be in charge of 2.894{.865 2.675).727 2.630] .751 2.7341.797
getting parents involved in the
school.
6. 1 want teachers to send more infor- 3.361].577{ 5 3.292(.588 3.296] .594 3.2541.665
mation home about classroom learning
activities,
7. 1 usually feel 4t ease when 1 visit 3.207{.750 3.736{.%565 3.305] .667 3.332].654
the school,
8. 1 have a hard time teaching some 2.796|.851 5 |2.609).824 2.400} .817 234].831 5
skills to my children 1like reading, )
math, and writing.
3 N=Number of resoondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 {strongly agree)
¢ SD=Standard- deviation
g ;gr R?nki 3Az=?trggg;y agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
em included in survey onl
y only, BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Educational Level

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate ‘
Statements Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)2 (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348) i
Rankd Rankd Rankd Rankd 1

xb | socfsm so | xb | socfsm [soml xb SDC |sm {soM] xb | soclsaM |som

9. I do not have 4gh training to help{2.702].886 3 |2.365].790 4 [2.081] .730 4 [1.865(.799 2
make school decisieons,

10. I should make sure that my children {3.591].552] 1 3.672{.528] 2 3.632} .567| 2 3.598(.602] 3
do their homework.

11. Working parents do rot have time to [2.730 .909 4 |2.174(.818 3 {1.8581 .311 2 11.879}.832 3
be involved in school activities.®

12. 1 would help my children more with 3.246(.639 2.9871.734 2.819§ 775 2.728].855
homework if I knew what to do.

13. 1 should have the final work in 3.025].861 2.921}.821 2.893] .786 2.840].843
decisions about my children's
education,

14. 1 cooperate with my children's 3.432].595] 4 3.5801.539] 3 3.569] .529( 3 3.642]1.572] 2
teachers.®

15. 1 should be responsible for getting {3.344].626 ' 3.381(.591 3.441] .581]| 4 3.427].587] &
more involved in my children's
school,

16. 1 want to spend time helping my 3.567].516] 2 3.718{.459] 1 3.749| .461} 1 3.729].506| 1

children get the best education.®

N=Number of respondents

=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
=Standard deviation

or Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
Item included in 1985 survey only 269
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about
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Compared by Educational Level

Parent Involvement

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Less Than High College Courses _Graduate§
High School or ‘Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Statements Diploma Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)2 N = 354 N = 861 N = 1467 N = 348
Rankd Rankd Rankd Rankd
Xb | soc [safs| xb | socfsm Jsom| xb | soc [swt Tsoml xb | soc[smt Tsom
17. 1 have little to do with my 2.231{1.020 1 |1.613}.726 1 }1.455] .648 1 ]1.528}.738 1
children's success in school.
18. Parents should take part more in 3.250] .644 3.3231.597 3.357} .601 3.286].756
school decisions,
19. 3chool districts should make rules 3.072) .763 2.840(.799 2.818( .845 2.664].931
for involving parents.
20. I should nelp evaluate my children's |3.075] .768 2.957(.818 2.830) .911 2.708(.976
teachers and principal.
d N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sp=Standard deviation
d For Rank, SMM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ item included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Educational Level

Less Than High College Courses Graduate

Righ School or Courses or

Decisions School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
(Total N=3103)a Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(N=364) (N=1767) (N=348)

xb | spc fRank] xb | spc [rank| xb SoC¢ JRank{ xb | spc |Rank

1. Amount of homework assigned., 4.264] 915! 2 14.165| .952] 3 |4.188{1.012 3 |4.177}1.061} 2
2. Choosing classroom discipline 4.2521 .912] 3 l4.330| .915] 1 [4.302] .981 1 1{4.038{1.153] 3
methods,
3. Selecting school textbooks and other 3.96111.043] 8 |3.876]1.062] 8 |3.933/1.094] 6 3.925(1.191| 5
learning materials.
4. Placing my children in Special 4.02011.125] 7 [4.040]/1.115] 5 [3.992]1.194 5 [3.896]1..74] 6
Education,
5. Evaluating how well my children are 4.3511 .939] 1 la.258| .977] 2 |4.239 <993] 2 14.238] .986} 1
learning.
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.63411.274] 13 {3.441]1.282] 13 |3.272 1.337]13 3.133{1.408}13
7. Evaluating how well principals and 4.12111.079] 4 |4.024|1.068] 6 |3.905 1.168] 7 13.643{1.320] 9
teachers do their job,
8. Deciding what's most important for 3.81901.129{ 11 |3.758]1.130] 9 |3.761 1.137] 9 {3.659]1.260( 8
the school budget,
9. Firing principal and teachers. 3.419]1.355( 14 |3.236]1.302| 14 |3.191 1.357114 [2.870]1.426]14
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual 3.86911.1711 9 |3.462]1.293| 12 |3.497 1.296111 [3.468|1.330]11
education in the school.
11. Making school desegregation plans. 3.66511.266] 12 13.505{1.329] 11 {3.690 1.300{10 |3.563|1.439]10
d N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to & (definitely interested)
; SD=Standard deviation
It

em included in 1985 survey on'ly 273
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Table .

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Educational Level

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
Decisions School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
(Total N=3103)a Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(N=364) (N=1767) N =348

xb | spc |Rank] xb | spc [Rank] xb | spc |Rank| xb SDC |Rank

12. Setting school behavior rules. 4.118{1.024| 5 |4.126].994 | 4 |4.158|1.010] 4 !3.953{1.188] 4

13. Setting school rules for grading and 4.067]11.045) ¢ [3.973{1.138] 7 {3.880]1.155| 8 [3.676 1.4241 7
passing children.d

14. Helping the school decide what to 3.804|1.170{10 |]3.608{1.260]10 |3.488 1.293} 12 {3.38111.565} 12
teach and how.d

N=Number of respondents

X=Mean response, using a four-ponit scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
SD=Standard deviation

For Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most

a
b
c
d

2'74 ‘ BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Table

Compared by Educational Level

Mean Response and Rank order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles

Roles
(Total N=3103)3

Less Than
High
School
Diploma
{N=364)

High
School
Diploma
(N=861)

College Courses
or
Baccalaureate
Degree
(N=1467)

Graduate
Courses or
Graduate
Degree
(N=348)

spc

Rank

spe

Rank

xb SDC  |Rank

SDC |Rank

5.

Paid School staff - work in the

school as an aide, parent educator,
assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other such jobs.

School Program Supporter - coming to

the school to assist in events: for
example, chaperoning a party or field
trip, taking tickets at a fund-
raising dinner, or such activities.

Home Tutor - helping your ckildren at

home with school work or other

educational activities.

Audience - supporting your child in

school, for example, by going to

school performances, baking for bake
sales, responding to notices from the
school, etc,

Advocate - meeting with school board

or other officials to ask for changes

in rules or practices in the school
or school system.

Co-Learner - going to classes or

workshops with teachers and

principals where everyone learns more
about children and education.

3.819 ]1.191

4.228 11.022

4.435 =907

4.465 7197

4.022 11.125

4.134 {1.037

7 13.662

3 |4.437

2 14.481

1 4.662

5 |4.027

4 14.137

1.319

.852

.865

.683

1.093

1.008

N

3.398 {1.490 7

4.491

.821 3

4.778 .503 1

4.200 .981 4

4.142 [1.049 5

3.026

4.288

4.541

4.753

4.202

4.043

1.597 | 7

1.042 | 3

.906 | 2

.540 | 1

995 1 5

1.115 | 6

3 N=Number of respondents

X=Mean response, usin
O 35D=Standard deviation

R76

9 a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)
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Table -

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Educational Level

Less Than High College Courses Gracuate
High School or Courses or
Roles School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
(Total N=3103)3 Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
xb SDC {Rank| xb SDC  {Rank| xb So¢  |Rank| xb SDC |Rank
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory]|3.852 |[1.221 6 {3.879 |1.162 6 |4.117 }1.082 6 14.209 .975 | 4
board, a school committee, or govern-
ing board; or by giving your opinions
to these boards or cormittees.,
4 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to & (definitely interested)
C sp=Standard deviation
R2'79
O
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involverent Activities
Compared by Educational Level .

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Activities Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)a (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
Rankd Rankd Rankd Rank¢
xb | spc xb [ spc xb | spc xb | spe
TPM|TPL TPM} TPL TPM] TPL TPM|TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for }2.115/1.182 1.74511.153 5 ]1.739]1.151 2.18611.343
example, teacher, librarian, teacher
atde, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 3.371; .857] 2 3.562] .791} 2 3.615] .726] 3 3.561} .728] 3
3. Visiting the school to see what is 3.322| .7674 3 3.528| .688| 3 3.512] .679 3.445] 7251 5
happening,
4. Going to “open hcuse" or special 3.405) .778] 1 3.738} .556{ 1 3.796| .517] 1 3.819( .468] 1
programs at school.
o Going to classes at the school which |2.671 1.157 2.603{1.202 2.591{1.179 2.6091.132
help you teach your children at home.
6. Helping with school activities such 2.905]1.182 3.295]1.000 3.370] .925 3.193}1.008
as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom 2.199]1.153 2.28111.205 2.29711.176 2.377]11.193
learning activities, for example,
story telling, reading, math games,
etc. '
8. Helping in the school, for example, [2.177]1.241 2.32711,248 2.259(1.218 2.216]1.203
the library, reading center, play-
ground, lunchroom, nurse's office,
etc.
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation
4 For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
o 2353:[
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation n parent Involvement A-tivities
Compared by Educational Level

1

282

| Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Activities Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)a (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
" Rankd Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spe xb | spe xb | spc xb | spc
TPM]TPL TPM} TPL TPM] TPL TPM| TPL
9. Going with children and teachers on [2.590/1.220 3.008{1.094 2.949]1.111 2.75811.153
school field trips or picnics, or to
parties.
10. Going to workshops or other such 2.513]1.261 2.581{1.220 2.654§1.169 2.62611.138
educational activities for parents at
the school,
11. Organizing parent volunteer 2.391]1.257 2.429]1.237 2.52511.215 2.397{1.186
activities.
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 2.966/1.107 3.322]| .974] 5 3.449] .857| 4 3.3761 .915
13. Planning the school budget. 2.01311.215 5 11.762]1.098 1.770{1.090 5 11.779{1.088 4
14. Helping to plan what will be taught |2.000}1.204 4 11.524] .936 2 |1.550] .920 4 {1.824]1.130 5
in the schootl.
15. Helping children learn with materials|3.139 .9841 5 3.222f .942 3.413] .856] 5 3.458| .838] 4
at home, for example, games,
magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of 2.93111.054 3.036] .964 3.259] .890 3.352{ .876
interest, for example, museums,
libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools 2.38911.215 2.27211.169 2.43411.206 2.56211.184
through community groups 1ike
neighborhood associations, church
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
a N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part) )
C sh=Standard deviation 283
d For Rank, TPM=take oart most, TPL=take part least
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by fducation Level

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Activities Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)a (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
Rankd Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spe xb | spe xb | spe
TPM|TPL TPM] TPL TPM| TPL TPMITPL
18. Helping decide how well school 2.29111.203 1.839]1.077 1.717]1.011 1.92511.138
programs work (1ike Title I, Follow
Through, ESAA, etc.)
Working as part time paid staff, for |1.891]1.204 2 11,555]1.033 4 [1.478] .975 2 11.462! .979 2
example, assistant teacher, room
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
Helping to decide how well teachers |[1.954{1.204 3 |1.541} .934 3 (1.486f .884 3 |1.674]1.058 3
and prircipals do their jobs.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and {1.773 1.171 Y [1.304] .779 1 [1.222]| .658 1 11.333] .769 1
principals,
Going to parent/teacher conferences |3.305 .9021} 4 3.521| .786{ 4 3.656| .701}) 2 3.595( .746| 2
sbout your child's progress.
Giving ideas to the school board or [2.033|1.224 1.898(1.077 2.102{1.116 2.30111.117
school administration for making
changes.
Going to meeting of the school board. [2.167 1.205 1.957]1.126 1.96611.091 2.231{1.121
=Number of respondents
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)

Standard deviation
r Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involivemert
Compared by Educational Level

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Suggestions Biploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)a (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
xb t spc | Rank | x0 SDC | Rank | Xb | spc | Rank | xb | spc | Rank
1. Sending more irformation to parents |[4.303| .789 7 4.174] .756 9 4.135{ .756 9 4.133].775 9
about ways they could be involved.
2. Making parents feel more welcome in [4.414| .710 2 4.4197 .673 2 4.330f .713 2 4.375(.699 2
the school,
3. Helping parents to better understand {4.340| .707 b 4.327] .664 3 4,256] .721 4 4,158}.779 7
the subjects being taught,
4. Having informal meetings or 4.295| .807 8 4.240{ .810 8 4,210] .783 7 4.141].836 8
activities where prents and school
staff can get to know each other
better.
5. Asking parents in what ways they 4,.265] .801 9 4,248] .719 7 4,183| .796 8 4,228}.749 4
would like to be involved.
6. Giving parents activities they can dol4.235] .84 10 4.101} .863 | 10 4.046{ .865 10 4.049{.867 10
at home with their children.
7. Helping students understand that 4,412] .706 3 4.305] .759 5 4,228] .790 5 4,246].799 3
having their parents involved is
important.
8. Giving parents more information about 4.4721 .707 1 4.435] .673 1 4,.341| .708 1 4,3971.665 1
children's success in school.
9. Planning more school activities at 4.3441 .810 5 4.297] .800 6 4.217) .827 6 4.199{.815 6
times when wor ing parents can come.
10. Having more activities which include |4.377 .724 A 4.316] .748 4 4.269| .751 3 4.205{.803 5
children, parents and teachers,
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=pMean response, using a five-goint scale of 1 (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
C sp=Standard deviaéignn, 28t
Q b
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Parents Become Less Involved

at High School Compared by Educational Level

288

Less Than High College Courses Graduate
High School or Courses or
School Diploma Baccalaureate Graduate
Reasons Diploma (N=861) Degree Degree
(Total N=3103)a (N=364) (N=1467) (N=348)
xb SDC |Rank| xb S0 |Rank| xb SDC  |Rank] xb SDC |Rank
1. Parents may not understand some of 3.276 .686 | 1 [3.087 .703 1 |2.957 .735 1 |2.919 .828 | 2
the courses taken in high school.
2. The schools are too far away. 2.484 .838 |10 }2.105 .745 9 |2.023 .697 10 |2.122 .785 {10
3. There are too many teachers to talk 2.503 .8%2 19 J2.210 .719 8 J2.155 717 9 [2.216 .740 1 9
to.
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be 2.876 .859 | 3 |2.924 .795 2 ]2.938 .753 2 {3.018 .764 | 1
involved in school as much.
5. Parents do not have time to be 3.000 891 | 2 J2.358 .833 7 12.325 .794 8 |2.350 .835 | 8
involved in school activities and
work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents 2.770 864 | 7 12.616 .850 5 |2.618 .843 6 |2.683 .859 1 §
involved when they get to high
school,
7. Parents can't leave smaller children 2.861 .899 | 4 [2.541 .814 6 |2.409 .779 7 12.405 770 | 7
alone at home.
8. There are not as many parent/teacher |2.848 .874 1 5 [2.853 .758 3 [2.811 .729 4 12.769 .765 | 4
conferences,
9. There are not as many PTA activities [2.820 .873 1 6 |2.853 .796 3 |2.819 .788 3 {2.823 .767 | 3
for high school parents.
10. High school principals do not 2.748 936 | 8 |2.721 .845 4 12.622 .825 5 |2.627 841 1 6
encourage parent involvement in
the school,
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C Sb=Standard deviation -
289
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY MARITAL STATUS (PERCENT)




Table _

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516)
Statements
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd  |Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd
Agreementd [Frequency Agreementd |Frequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C |SAM |SDM cent)C [SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my 473 96.1 3 2409 96.3 4
children with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 313 64.1 1101 44.3 5
involved in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to 207 42.2 4 614 24.4 3
work with parents,
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 362 75.1 1779 72.1
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 340 70.5 1431 58.4
involved in the school.
6. I want teachers to send more information home about 463 95.1 2313 93.4
classroom learning activities,
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school, 435 89.5 2280 91.5
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 281 57.7 5 1199 48.1
children 1ike reading, math, and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school 204 41.6 3 792 32.1 4
decisions, .
10. 1 should make sure that my children do their 475 96.5 2 2442 97.6 3
homework,

aN=Number of respondents,

Frequency of Agreement = The numbar of
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of
calculating the percentage.

dror Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=
€Item included in 1985 survey only,
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Strongly Disagree Most.

parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement.
parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516)
Statements
(Yotal N=3103)3 Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd  |Frequency of|Adjusted Rankd
Agreementb Frequency Agreementb Frequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C |saM |SDM cent)C |SAM |SDM
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 129 41.1 2 159 23.8 2
school activities.®
12. 1 would help my children more with homework 1f | 383 79.0 1840 75.2
knew what to do.
13. [ should have the fina! word in decisions about my 365 75.4 1686 69.2
children's educatfon,
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.e 307 99.4 1 651 97.9 2
15. T should be responsible for getting more involved in 466 95.3 4 2380 95.9 5
my children's school,
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best 310 99.4 1 666 99.3 1
education.®
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success in 122 24.9 1 187 7.5 1
school.
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions,® 295 95.2 5 611 92.4
19. School districts should make rules for involving 242 78.3 440 66.4
parents.e
20. 1 should help evaluate my children's teachers and 237 77.2 451 69.0
principal.©

aN=Number of respondents.
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement.
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
dror Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.
€Item included in 1985 survey only.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516)
Decisions
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of} Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Interestb Frequency Rank Interest Frequency Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)c
1. Amount of homework assigned. 412 84.3 3 1978 79.2 4
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 420 85.7 2 2055 82.7 1
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 352 71.4 8 1749 70.1 7
materials,
4. Placing my children in Special Educaticn. 369 75.5 7 1727 69.4 8
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 424 86.5 1 2022 81.3 2
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 267 55.2 13 1207 48.5 13
7. Evaluating how wel]'principals and teachers do 386 78.1 6 1773 71.1 5
their job.
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget 316 64.6 11 1628 65.4 9
9. Firing principal and teachers. 225 45.6 14 1077 43.2 14
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the 330 67.1 10 1347 54.1 11
school,
11. Making school desegregation plans. 329 67.4 9 1482 60.5 10
12. Setting school behavior rules. 408 83.3 4 2011 81.1 3
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing 253 81.4 5 471 70.3 6
children.d
14, Helping the scheol decide what to teach and how.d 199 63.8 12 357 53.3 12

dN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frequency of Interest = The number of parents probabl, interested or definitely interested in the decision.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents respondi.g favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,

Item included in 1985 survey only. . 235)(;
@ 239
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Table

frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516)
Roles
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Interestb |Frequency | Rank | Interestb Frequency | Rank
(Percent)cC (Percent)c
1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 336 67.9 7 1434 57.9 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 435 88.1 3 2248 90.5 3
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-ratsing
dinner, or such activities.
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 442 89.8 2 2274 91.6 2
school work or other educational activities,
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for 454 91.7 1 2405 96.8 1
example, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc,
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other 359 72.5 5 1966 78.8 5
officials to ask for changes in rules or practices
in the school or school system.
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 417 84.6 4 1977 79.0 4
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and education.
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 356 72.2 6 1873 75.0 6
school committee, or govarning board; or by giving
your opinions to these boards or committees,

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.

Frequency of Interest
CAdjusted Frequency =

calculating the percentage.

237

= The number of parents probably interested or defini :
The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual role with missing data excluded in
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tely interested in the role.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Invoivement Activities
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516)
Activities
(Totai N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- [Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percent)C|TPM |TPL|tionD (Percent)C|TPM |TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, 201 46.5 615 27.4
teacher, librarian, teacner aide, cafeteria help,
etc,
2. Helping children with homework. 421 91.1 2 2192 92.1 2
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 427 88.0 4 2279 92.1 2
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 454 91.9 1 2401 96.9 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 243 63.4 868 55.3
your children at home,
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 341 72.4 2008 82.5
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with clecssroom learning activities, 207 46.7 960 44.0
for example, story telling, reading, math games, .
etc,
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 190 41.9 1004 44.0
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's
office, etc. ;
9. Going with children and teachers on school field 281 58.8 1724 71.3
trips or picnics, or to parties,
10. Going to workshops or other such educational 245 58.3 1122 57.1
activities for parents at the school.

aN=Rumber of parents responding to individual item.
bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.

dFor Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.

Sc 299 - 300




Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent

Married Living with Spouse

RIC 391

(N=473) (N=2516)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of{ Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- |Frequency Participa- |[Frequency
tionb (Percent )C{TPM |TPL|tionb (Percent)C{TPM |TPL
11. vrganizing parent volunteer activities. 210 45.3 1255 53.4
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 365 74.6 2076 84.1 5
13. Planning the school budget. 142 33.0 2 573 26.0
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in school. 149 35.7 4 372 18.0 4
15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 411 85.8 5 2064 85.3 4
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 364 77.0 2008 82.4
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc. .
17. Working to improve the schools through community 234 53.3 1083 48.0
groups 1ike neighborhood associations, church
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 188 44.4 531 24.8 5
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 139 33.4 3 373 16.7 3
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 164 40.9 319 15.4 2
do their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 107 27.3 1 146 7.3 1
aN=Number of parents responding to individual ttem.
Frequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
dFor Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent

Married Living with Spouse

(N=473) (N=2516)
Activities -
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| ndjusted | Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- |Frequency Participa- |[Frequency
tionb (Percent)C|TPM |TPL|t1onb (Percent)c|TPM |TPL
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 434 89.5 3 2249 91.8 3
child's progress.
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school adminis- 173 39.1 5 872 37.1
tration for making changes.
24, Going to meeting of the school board. 197 42.7 802 33.1

aN=Number of parents responding to individual ftem,
Frequency of Participation =

The number of parents taking part in activities sometimes or often,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in

calculating the percentage.
For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parant Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516) ‘
Suggestions W
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of{ Adjusted :
Agreement® |Frequency | Rank |Agreementd |Frequency | Rank |
(Percent)c (Percent)c
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 448 91.1 7 2211 88.7 4
could be involved.
2. Maeking parents feel more welcome in thr ~chool. 468 94.5 2 2276 91.5 Z
3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 463 93.5 4 2219 89.4 3
being taught.
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 441 89.5 8 2154 86.6 9
and school staff can get to know each other better,
5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 432 87.8 10 2198 88.6 '5
involved.
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 440 89.4 9 2000 80.5 10
their children,
7. Helping students understand that having their 455 92.1 5 2187 87.9 7
parents fnvolved is important.
8. Giving parents more information about children's 473 95.7 1 2296 92.2 1
success in school,
9. Planning more school activities at times when 463 93.7 3 2166 87.0 8
working parents can come.
10. Having more activities which fnclude children, 453 91.7 6 2201 88.4 6
parents and teachers,

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggestion.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School
Compared by Marital Status

Single Parent Married Living with Spouse
(N=473) (N=2516)
Reasons
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Agreementd |Frequency | Rank |[Agreementd |Frequency | Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)c
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 421 87.5% 1 1945 80.1 1 ,
in high school.
2. The schools are too far away. 135 28.8 10 485 20.0 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 177 37.3 9 685 28.4 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school 324 69.1 2 1856 77.4 2
as much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 259 54.5 8 982 40.7 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents involved when 282 60.0 6 1393 58.2 5
they get to high school.
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 309 66.3 5 1077 45.0 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences, 313 67.9 4 1649 70.5 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 313 68.2 3 1602 68.9 4
parents,
10. High school principals do not encourage narent 274 59.3 7 1286 56.4 6
involvement in the school.

aN=Humber of parents responding to individual item.

bFrequency of Agreement =
CAdjusted Frequency = The

calculating the percentage.

307

The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reasen.
percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in

e g

e nd



K

SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY MARITAL STATUS (MEANS)




Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Parent with Spouse
Statements (N=498) (N=2576)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about kelping my children with homework. 3.455 |.612} 4 3.427].588] 4
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 2.840 {.230 2.451}.769
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 2.371 }.923 4 12.059{.795 3
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 2.983 {.795 2.855(1.73%
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 2.871 {.771 2.646|.762
6. I want teachers to send more information home about classroom learning 3.372 |.605 3.283].598
activities,
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school. ) 3.212 |.684 3.284).676
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 1ike reading, math, [2.669 |.909 5 12.450f.822 5
and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 2.337 |.908 3 |2.182].784 4
10. I should make sure that my children do their homework . 3.646 |.596] 2 3.632|.553] 2
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities.e 2.331 }.938 2 12.037].759 2

Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
=Standard deviation

D
or Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
tem included in 1985 survey only
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Table _

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Parent with Spouse
Statements (N=498) (N=2576)
(Total N=3103)2
Rank Rank
X SD X SD
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM
12. 1 would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. 3.025 |.823 2.8841.759
13. I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education. 3.014 1.805 2.889].813
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.e 3.560 {.510] 3 3.546].571] 3
I5. I should be responsible for getting more involved in my children's school., ]3.395 |.612 3.415].586] 5
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best education.e 3.702 1.472] 1 3.700}.487| 1
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success in school, 1.861 }|.956 1 11.546].719 1
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions.® 3.403 |[.582] 5 3.280].643
19. School districts should make rules for invoiving parents.e 3.019 |.797 2.786}.849
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.e 3.G46 |.866 2.836].869
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sb=Standard deviation
d for Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ Item included in 1985 survey only




Table -
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Marital Status

Decisicns
(Total N=3103)a

Single Married Living
Parent with Spouse
(N=498) (N=2516)

xb soc | Rank] xb SDC | Rank

1. Amount of homework assigned,

2. Choosing classronm discipline methods.

3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials,
4. Placing m} children in Speciai Education.

5. Evaluating how well my children are learning.

6. Hiring principal and teachers.

7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job.
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget.

9. Firing principal and teachers.

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school,
11. Making school desegregation plans,

12. Setting school behavior rules,

13. Setting school ruies for grading and passing children.d

14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how,d

4.288 .871 3 4.167 {1.013 3

4.390 .901 4.255 | .994 1

x® N

3.935 |1.004 3.915 }1.106 6
4.063 }1.139 7 3.983 |1.181 5
4.416 |.887 1 4.226 | .998 2
3.463 [1.260 | 13 3.319 {1.341 | 13
4.073 [1.059 6 3.907 (1.172 7
3.779 1.127 | 10 3.745 11.153 9
3.241 [1.315 ] 14 3.175 ]1.364 | 14
3.823 |1.227 9 3.463 1,296 | 12
3.766 (1.244 | 11 3.590 {1.339 | 10
4.235 .929 4 4.101 }1.046 4

4.042 ]1.001

[3 ]

3.861 [1.231 8
3.756 ]1.239 | i2 3.481 [1.314 | 11

N=Number of respondents

X=
Sh=Standard deviation
Item included in 1985 survey only
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Mean response, using a five-point sczle of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest n Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Roles Parent with Spouse
(Total N=3103)a (N-4980 (N-2516)

xb spc | Rank | xb Sbc | Rank

1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, 3.705 }1.320 7 3.430 {1.462 7
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other jobs.

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for 4,291 .910 3 4.447 | ,885 3
example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other educa- [4.482 .908 2 4,555 | .812 2
tional activities.

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to school |4.495 .758 1 4.749 | .580 1
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc,

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes [4.022 |1.084 5 4.150 {1.026 4
in rules or practices in the school or school system,

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 4,229 .945 4 4,107 }1.062 5
where everyone learns more about children and education,

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or govern- {3.986 [1.125 6 4,032 {1.119 6
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these Yoards or committees.

3 N=Number of respondents

b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation

d For Rank, SAM=strongly ayree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Parent with Spouse
(N=498) (N=2516)
Activities
(Total N=3103)3 Rankd Rankd
xb sc xb | soc
TPM]TPL TPM]TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 1ibrarian, teacher 2.183 |1.230 1.760}1.169 5
atde, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 3.517 .803 | 1 3.575] .759¢ 3
3. Visiting the school to see what s happening. 3.363 744 | 4 3.513; .688] 4
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 3.451 J29 | 2 3.798] .51i} 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. [2.653 [1.117 2.588]1.194
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 2.972 |1.106 3.332] .968
raising, etc,
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, fer example, story 2.275 }1.183 2.28911.184
telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground,[2.185 |1.233 2.27211.226
lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 2.567 [1.130 2.96511.123
parties.
10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the [2.645 ]1.232 2.59711.184
school,
L
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Parent with Spouse
(N=498) (N=2516)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd
xb spc xb | snc
TPMITPL TPM|TPL
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities, 2.233 |1.204 2.509}1.222
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.086 |{1.043 3.402} .908} 5
13. Planning the school budget. 1.893 }1.131 2 |1.773|1.103
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.990 11.238 4 |1.547| .924 4
15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for exampie, games, 3.276 .891 | 5 3.339} .905
magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art [3.091 {1.014 3.178] .928
galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community groups 1ike neighborhood 2.444 [1.203 2.3811{1.196
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (iike Title I, Follow Through, |2.201 ]1.178 1.769]1.049
ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk,|1.940 1!1.247 3 [1.468] .953 2
nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 2.062 ]1.168 5 |1.4817 .897 3 ‘
a N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Actfsities
Compared by Maritai Status

Single Married Living
Parent with Spouse
(N=498) (N=2516)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd
xb spc xb | spc
TPM|TPL TPM]TPL
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 1.776 |1.186 1 }1.232] .663 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress, 3.433 767 | 3 3.595| .764| 2
23. Givng ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes.|2.120 {1.210 2.043{1.106 ;
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 2.156 ]1.148 1.9861.115 j
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C sp=Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
323
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Suggestions Parent with Spouse
(Total N=3103)a

X | so¢ | gank [ xb | soc [ Rank |
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved, 4,252 .734 10 j4.148 | .770 8 é
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4,499 .636 2 |4.382 | .711 2 5
3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 4.414 .630 5 14.244 | .726 5
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 4,365 .765 7 14.192 | .803 9
get to know each other better.
5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be involved. 4,262 .746 9 {4.204 | .782 7
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 4.317 .769 8 |4.038 | .874 | 10
7. Helping students ynderstand that having their parents involved is important.|4.389 .750 6 |4.250 | .779 4
8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school, 4,536 .629 1 14.3%9 | .705 1
9. Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 4,427 .736 3 [4.219 | .828 6
lq. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 4.425 .705 4 14.260 | .762 3
d N=Number of respondents o
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (dofinitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
C Sp=Standard deviation
325
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Table

\

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less Invelved
at High School Compared by Marital Status

Single Married Living
Reasons Parent with Spouse
(Total N=3103)a

snc xb sD¢ | Rank

Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school. . 756 .730 2
The schools are too far away. .793 .741
There are too many teachers to talk to, .851 .728
Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much, .887 .759

Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and work at the .880 .817
same time,

6. Children do not want their parents involved when they get to high school, 2.730 | .949 6 2.628 | .830 6

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 2.762 | .881 5 2.443 | .794 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher cenferences. 2.785 | .785 4 2.825 | .755 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents, 2.869 | .867 3 2.821 | .784 4

10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement in the school. 2.673 | .888 7 2.662 | .840 5

T
=

umber of respondents

a
b X=Mean response, using a four-point s~ale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation




Table _

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Family Work Status

Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Employed (N=355) (N=735)
Statements (N=834)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spe xb | spe xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM |SDM SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children|3.463 .554( 4 3.480].604] 4 3.4341.614] 4
with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 2.4291.,784 5 2.833}.843 2.4401.765
involved in the school. :
3. Teachers have enough to do witiiout also having to work [2.004].767 2 12.386{.924 4 12.090{.828 4 '
with parents.
4. Teachers need to be trainad for working with parents. {2.829].705 3.000(.774 2.845} 757
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 2.6151.768 2.902}.750 2.678].769
involved in the school.
6. I want teachers to send more information home about 3.306].613 3.353}.592 3.244].620
classroom learning activities.
7. I usually feel at ease whe~ } visit the school, 3.310}.691 3.209}.682 3.240(.673
8. I have a hard time teaching some skilys to my children [2.459 179 2.676].884 5 |2.391(.838 5
like reading, math, and writing.
9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school 2.208|.745 4 ]2.3341.902 3 [2.084].823 3
decision-,
10. I should make sure that wy childrea do their homework. |3.610].542] 2 3.6341.604] 2 3.668|.566] 2
11. Working parents do not havz time to be involved in 2.058}.793 3 {2.332].957 2 12.000{.890 2
scheol activities.® i
g_;pmber of respondonts '
=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strong disagree) to 4 strongly agree
g SD=S§andard deviation P ( J gree) ( 91y agree)
r R3nk, SAM= i =
o Teem" SRt BE T 080y 20ies mogt S-strongly disagree most 329
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Frequency and Rank Order of AgTeement with
Compared By Family

Table -

Statements Ahout Parent Involvement
Nork Status

Father Works Full Time,
Mother Not Employed {N=834)

Single Parent Working

Full T¢»e (N=355)

Two Parents Working
Full Time (N=735)

Statements
(Totat N-3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd Frequency} Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree-|Frequenc of Agree-|[Frequenc of Agree- Frequency
ment (Percent)clsamisom] ment (Fercent)c|sam|som| mentd (Percent)<fsam] snm
I.  Teachers shoyld give me fdeas about helping my children 806 97.3 5 338 96.6 3 105 96.2
with homework,
2. Teachers shoyld be in charge of getting parents involved 349 42.6 5 217 62.4 n 42.8 5
in the school,
3. Teachers have enough to o without also having to work 174 21.3 3 152 43.2 4 200 21.7 3
with parents,
4. Teachers need to be trained for woerking with parents, 584 71.8 268 171.7 510 70.7
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved ady 56.0 249 71.8 426 59.6
in the school,
6. 1 want teachers to send more Information home about class- 767 93.5 329 94.5 662 9.4
room tearning activities.
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school, 761 91.9 n 89.1 662 9.2
8. 1 have a hare time teaching some skills to my children 399 43.3 199 57.5 5 324 4.4
ke reading, math, and writing,
9. 1 do not hzve enough training to help make school decisfons, 267 32.7 q 144 41.1 3 205 28.2 q
10. 1 should make sure that my children do their homework . 813 98.2 3 337 96.3 4 71 97.0
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school 29 21.2 2 93 40.1 2 68 22.1 2
activities.e

AN-Nimber of respondents,

Frequency of Agreement’ = The number of parents agreeing or strongly
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorahly to

for Rank, SM-Strongly Agree Most and SOM=Strongly Disagree Most.
®ltem included in 1985 survey only.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

agreeing with the statement,
the Individual statement wien missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Table .

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements Ahout Parent Involvement
Compared By Family Mork Status

Father Works Fyll Ttme, Single Parent Working Two Parents Working
Mother Not Empioyed (n=834) Full Time {N=1355) Full Time (N-1735)
Statements
(Tota) N-3103)3 Frequency] Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree- Frequency of Agree-|Frequency of Agree-{Frequency
mentd  L(percent)c)sau]som| mentb (Percent)c|saM|SoM| mentd {Percent)c|saM]spm
12. 1 wonld help m, chitdren more with homework 1f | knew what 629 1.7 217 79.6 508 1.4
to do,
13. [ should have the fina) word fn declstons about my 582 71.8 257 14.5% 451 63.2
children's schools,
14. 1 cooperate with my children’s teachers,e 135 98.5 2 227 99.6 1 294 99.3 ]
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more Involved §n my 81t 97.8 q ) 96.9 2 681 94.7
children's school,
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best 137 100.0 1 229 99.6 1 296 99.0 2
education.®
17. 1 have Tittle to do with my children's success in school, 42?2 5.1 1 93 26.6 ! 59 8.2 1
18. Pareots should take part more in school decisions,e 126 95.5 219 96.1 5 273 92.2
19. Schoo! districts should make rules for involving parents.e 88 66.2 180 79.3 205 68.6
20. | should help evaluate my children's teachers and 98 76.0 174 76,7 191 65.0
principal. e

AN-Number of respondents.

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,

“Adjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the fndividual statement with missing data excluded in calculating the nercentsge.
dror Rank , SAM-Strongly Agree Most and ShH=Strongly nNisagree Most,

P1tom Included in 1908 survey only,
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Frequency and Rank Order of Interest n Decisfon

Table .

Compared By Famity Work Status

s About Parent Involvement

Father Works Ful) Time, Stngie Parent Working Two Parents MWorking l
Mother Mot Employed (N=834) Full Time (N=355) Full Time (N=735)
Decisfons
(fotal N=3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted
of Inter-{Frequenc Rank Jof inter-|Frequenc Rank Jof Inter-|Frequenc Rank
estb  (percent)c esth (Percent)C est (Percent )C
1. Amount of homework assigned. 655 18.7 3 298 84.7 3 581 79.9 4
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 688 83.0 1 X2 86.5 2 599 83.0 |
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materfals. sn 68.9 6 251 7.1 8 504 69.3 6
A. Placing my chitdren in Special Education. 558 67.6 7 264 75.6 7 531 73.1 5
5. Fvaluating my child's progress. 669 80.6 2 05 86.9 1 596 82.9 2
6. Hiving principal and teachers. A12 50.0 11 191 55.2 13 322 4.2 13
7. Fvalualing how well principals and teachers do thefr job. 597 2.4 5 274 77.8 6 494 67.8
B. Deciding what's most important for the schoo! budget. 557 67.5 8 2217 64.7 11 476 65.4 9
9. Firing principal and teachers. 374 45.2 13 167 47.4 14 264 39.0 14
10. Having more mylticultural/bilingual educatfon in the 425 51.8 10 229 65.4 10 418 57.5 1
school.

1. Making schonl desegregation plans. 475 58.6 9 245 70.6 9 41 61.8 {{]
12. Setting school behavior reles. 661 80.6 2 293 83.7 q 582 80.5 3
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d 104 75.9 4 184 80.0 5 203 643.4 7
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 64 4%.7 12 145 63.0 12 170 51.2 12

LRIC

3 -Number of parents résponding to individual item.
frequency of Interest = The number of parents probably interested or definitely fnterested in the decision.
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual dectsion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
Item included in 1985 survey only.
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in P

Table

Compared By Family Work Status

arent Involvewent Holes

—

Father Works Fyl) Time,
Mother Not Employed (N=834)

Single Parent Working

Fult Time (N=355)

Two Parents Working
Full Time (N2735)

Rotes
(Totat N=3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted
of Inter-|Frequenc Rank Jof Inter- Frequency | Rank jof Inter- Frequency | Rank
estb (Percent)¢ estb (Percent)® estb (Percent)c

1. Pald Schoo) Staff - wark in the schoo! as an aide, parent 527 64.0 7 241 68.3 7 373 52.0 7
edncalor, “assistant teacher, assistant Vibrarian, or other
Jobs,

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the schoo! to assist 796 9.5 2 314 89.0 2 617 85.7 3
in evenls; Tor example, chaperoning a party or field trip,
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities,

3. lome Tutor - helping your children at home with schoo) work 713 93.7 3 312 88.9 3 652 90.6 2
or olher educational activitfes.

1. fAudience - supporting your child in school, for example, 81t 98.3 1 326 92.4 1 688 95.6 1
y going to schol performances, baking for bake sales,
responding to notices from the school, etc.

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to 660 79.7 5 260 3.7 6 566 17.9 4
ask Tor changes in rules or practices in the schoo! or
school system,

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 690 83.0 4 295 83.8 4 560 76.9 5
and principals where cveryone learns more about children
and education.

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a schao! 645 17.7 6 262 4.6 5 530 2.7 6
cormiliee, or governing board; or by glving your opintons
to these boards or committees.

AN-Numher of parents resfionding to individual fitem.

hlunquoncy of Interest = lhe number o parents probably interested or definitely interested in the role.
“Adjusted Freqrency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the Individual role with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.

aling the petcent age,

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Frequency and Rank Order of Partici

Table —

pation in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared By Family Work Status
B Father Works Full Time, Single Pavent Working Two Parents Working
Mother Not Employed (N=834) Full Time (N=355) Full Time (N=735)
Activities .

(Total N-=3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-[Frequenc of Psrtic-([Frequenc of Partic-[Frequenc
tpationd (Percent)c TPH[TPL |1pation® |(percent)c[TPH[TPL tpationd |(Percent)c|TomM[rpL

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 129 17.4 5 152 48.4 243 36.9
lbrarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Melpling children with homework. 132 9.7 4 06 91.9 2 620 90.1 2
3. Visiting the school to see what s happening. 794 96.0 2 04 87.6 4 634 87.8 4
4. Golng to "open house” or special programs at school. 812 98.2 1 326 9.4 1 687 9.3 1
5. Golng to classes at the schoo) which help you teach 2713 60.1 171 63.1 256 50.4
your children at home.
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck 738 90.8 5 247 2.2 525 1.7
suppers, fund ralsing, etc.
7. Nelping teachers with classroom learning activities, 368 52.7 146 46.3 235 35.8
for example, story telling, reading, math games, elc.
B. Melping in the schoo!, for example, the library, reading 414 55.7 137 2.0 216 32.0
center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Golng with children and teachers on school field trips 685 84.9 204 §9.3 363 55.0
or picnics, or to parties.
10. Going to workshops or other such educational ativities 408 66.2 177 58.4 X0 49.9
for parents at the school.
1. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 487 63.0 133 2.9 287 41.7

WN=Number of parents résponding to individual ftem.
hrrequency of Participation = The nuwber of parents probably taking part in activitl
“Adjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual ativity
Yor Rank, TPM:Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.

es sometimes or often.

with missing data excluded fn calculating the percentage.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared By Family Work Status

) Father works Full Time, Single Parent Working Two Parents Working
Mother Not Employed (N=834) Full Time (N=35%) Full Time (N-735)
Activities
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rank? [Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-Ilrequency of Partic-|Frequency
tpationd |(Percent)c[1PHITPL1pationd [(Percent}<|TPHITR |tpationd |(Percentic|TPmITrl
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 741 90.1 2710 77.1 566 78.4
13. Planning the school hudget. 195 26.9 102 32.9 2 158 24.3 4
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 80 12.0 4 110 36.5 4 152 25.0 5
15. Nlelping children learn with materials at home, for 696 86.8 293 85.7 5 584 83.1 5

example, games, magazines, books, etc.

16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 694 85.7 266 78.5 556 78.4
musemms, 1ibrarfes, art galleries, etc.

17. Working to improve the schools through community groups 352 47.0 172 54.6 k]t 48.5
1ke nelfghborhood assoctatfons, church organizations,
LULAC, NAACP, etc.

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 143 20.2 138 46.2 185 29.7
Title 1, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)

19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant n 9.6 2 107 3.2 3 125 19.4
teacher, «oom clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. .

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and princtpals do 7 10.5 3 118 41.3 113 19.2 2
their jobs,

?1. lielping to hire or fire teachers and principals, 24 3.6 1 84 3.1 1 53 9.4 1

IN-Number of parents responding to individual ftem.
by requency of Participation = fhe number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,

CAdjusted frequency = The percent of parents taking part fn the individual activity with missing data excluded n calculating the percentage.
S or Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPLsTake Part Least.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Table .

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent involvement Activities
Compared By Family Work Status

F ather Works Ful} Time, Single Parent Warking Two Parents Working 1
Hother Not Employed (N=834) Full Time (N=35%) Full Time (N=735)
Activities
{lotal N=3103)2 frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequenc of Partic- Frequency of Partic-{Frequenc
ipat fonb (Percen:{c TPM{TPL | tpationb |(Percent)<[rPu]TPt|ipationd |(Percent)c|TPm 1.1
22. Golng to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 769 93.9 3 31 89.9 3 631 88.9 3
progress.
23. Giving ideas to the school bosrd or school administration 283 35.8 130 40.5 5 245 36.1
for making changes.
?4. Golng to meeting of the school board. 262 32.4 145 43.2 225 32.0
A=Number of parents responding to individual item.
'Frequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part tn activities sometimes or often.
Chdjusted Frequency » The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.

for Rank, TPH-!4ke Pary Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement With Suggestion

Tahle -

Compared By Fawlly Work Status

s About Parent Involvement

Father Works Ful) Time, Single Parent Working Two Parents Working
Mother Not Employed (N=834) Full Time (N=355) Full Time (N-735)
Suggestions
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted frequency] Adjusted
of Agree-IFrequency { Rank |of Agree-lFrequency | Rank |of Agree-{Frequency { Rank
mentd [(percent)c mentd |(percent)c mentd (percent)c

1. Sending more Information to parents about ways they could m 89.3 3 329 92.9 5 627 86.5 8
be involved.

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school, 769 93.2 1 338 95.2 2 654 90.6 2

J.  Helping parents to better understand the subjects being 137 89.3 3 332 93.5 4 641 89.4 q
taught ,

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and 738 89.1 q 318 90.3 8 618 85.6 9
school staff can get to know each other better,

5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be involved, 132 88.7 5 305 86.9 10 643 83.1 5

6. Giving parents activities they £3n do at home with their 653 79.1 ] 316 89.3 9 607 84,2 10
children, ) ~

7. Melping student understand that having their parents 17 86.6 7 325 91.8 7 635 83.0 7
tnvolved ts importznt.

8. Giving parents more Information about chitdren’s success 160 91.7 2 341 96.3 1 670 92.8 1
fn school,

9. Planning more school activities at times when working 100 84.5 8 335 94.4 3 650 90.0 3
parents can come,

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and 733 88.4 6 329 92.7 6 641 88.8 6
teachers,

A%-Number of parents responding to individual ftem,
frequency of Agreement = The numher of parents agreeing or strongly agree'n?
CAdjusted Frequency = The #ercent of parents responding favorably to the ind

3495
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vidual suggestion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,
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Table -

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School
Compared By Family Work Status

F Father Works fFull Time, Single Parent Working Two Parents Working
Mother Mot Employed (N-834) Full Time (N=355) Full Time (N=735)
Reasons
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted
of Agrge- Frequenc Rank lof Agrge- Frequenc Rank fof Agree-|Frequenc Rank
ment®  [(Percent)c ment® [(Percent)c menth  [(Percent)c
L. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in 625 77.8 2 299 87.2 1 570 80.2 1
high school.
7. The schools are too far away. 133 16.5 10 90 26.9 10 170 24.1 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 212 26.5 9 134 39.6 9 210 29.9 9
A. Teachers don't ask parents to be Involved in school as 640 0.6 1 233 69.6 2 504 n.9 2
mich,
5. Parents do not have time to be invelved in schoo! 292 36.6 8 182 53.8 8 311 4.0 8

artivities and work at the same time.

6. Children do not want their parents Involved when they 463 58.1 5 204 61.1 7 403 57.7 5
gel to high school.

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home , 344 43.3 7 219 65.6 5 343 49.1 7

fi.  There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 528 60.8 q 227 68.6 4 479 69.3 3

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 522 69.0 3 227 69.4 3 459 67.1 L]
parents,

10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement 428 57.5 6 203 61.9 6 376 55.0 6

in the school.

3N-Number of parents retponding to individual item.
Frequency of Agreement » The number of parents agreelng or strongly agreeing with the reason.
“AdJusted frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual reason with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Nean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with

Table

Statements about Parent Involvement

Compared by Family Mork Status
[— Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
; Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
[ Employed (N=355) (N=735)
Statements (N=834)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SA | SD SAM | SOM
12. 1 would help my children more with homework tf 1 knew [2.942].738 3.040(.773 2.813|.822
what to do.
13. I should have the final word in decisfons about my 2.933].798 2.9651.799 2.800}.843
children's education.
14. I cooperate with my children's teachers,2 3.599{.521{ 3 3.575].5041 3 3.584.520| 3
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in my{3.462].541] s 3.412].573 3.394]1.611] 5
children's school,
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 3.7741.420] 1 3.696f.471} 1 3.682].501] 1
educatfon,®
17. 1 have 1ittle to do with my children's success in 1.496).670 1 11.900{.966 1.5371.731 1
school,
18. Parents should take part more in school decisfons.® 3.333].588 3.439(.570( 5 3.287(.623
19. School districts should make rules for involving 2.7971.860 3.0261.787 2.8091.859
parents,®©
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 2.9611.833 3.035}.907 2.735(.896
principal.e
3 Number of respondents
X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strong disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
e Item included in 1985 survey only
3571
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Table _

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Family Work Status

Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Statements Employed (N=355) (N=735)
(Total N=3103)a (N=834)
xb spc xb spc xb spc
Amount of homework assigned, 4,161 |1.022 4,264 .871 4,195 |1.043
Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4,257 .993 4,395 .918 4.259 |1.028
Selecting school textbooks and other learning 3.929 |{1.089 3.895 }1.018 3.850 {1.169
materials,
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 3.946 [1.174 7 14.037 [1.130 5 14.065 |1.161 4
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 4,207 .991 2 14.405 .895 1 }4.277 .995 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.390 ]1.302 13 13.442 |1.234 [13 ]3.199 {1.398 13

7. Evaiuating how well principals and teachers do their 3.973 |1.146 6 1(4.020 |1.085 6 [3.781 {1.238 7
Jjob.

8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. |[3.817 [1.114 9 [3.766 |1.142 |10 {3.695 [1.196 9

9. Firing principal and teachers. 3.282 |1.322 14 13.264 J1.297 |14 |3.021 |1.393 14

10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the 3.409 1,274 12 13.783 [1.236 |12 |3.542 [1.328 11
school,

11. Making school desegregation plans, 3.544 [1.323 10 |3.841 |1.198 9 [3.613 {1.378 10

12. Setting school behavior rules. 4,128 }1.022 4 14,231 .958 4 14.046 |[1.107 5

13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d/4.000 {1.169 5 14.013 .987 7 [3.754 [1.311 8
14, Helping the school decide what to teach and hew.d 3.431 ]1.259 11 3.761 {1.267 |11 |[3.488 1.348 12

3 Number of respondents

b x=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) tuv § (definitely interested)
C SD=Standard deviation

d Item included in 1985 survey only
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Table

Hean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles

Compared by Family Work Status

354

355

Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Roles Employed (N=355) (N=735)
(Total N=3103)3 (N=834)
xb sp¢ | Rank] xb SDC  |Rank] xb SDC  |Rank
1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 3.647 | 1.372 7 3.654 | 1.346 | 7 3.220 | 1.515 | 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coning to the school to 4,690 .600 ' 2 4,261 .920 | 3 4,243 | 1.008 | 3
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party or
field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or
such activities,
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school | 4,642 .673 3 4.473 903 | 2 4,508 .892 | 2
work or other educational activities,
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for 4,846 .461 1 4.479 769 | 1 4.668 .646 | 1
example, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials| 4.215% .970 5 4,040 | 1.094 | 5 4,094 | 1.077 | 4
to ask for changes in rules or practices in the school
07 school system,
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or #orkshops with 4,217 .981 4 4,179 972 1 4 4,022 | 1.081 ! 5
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and.education.
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a schso} 4,118 | 1.061 6 4,026 | 1.117 | 6 3.945 | 1.153 | 6
committee, or governing board; or by giving your
opinions to these boards or committees.
a N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 {(definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)
C SD=Standard deviation




Table ___

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Family Work Status

B Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Employed (N=355) (N=735)
Activities (N=834)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
TPM} TPL TPM| TPL TPMj TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, |1.455] .893 5 12.226]1.250 2.073]1.329
{ibrarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 3.604] .730{ 5 3.529| .793 3.515| .836] 2
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 3.669] .575] 3 3.352| .747] & 3.364; .755] 4
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 3.890{ .4i0f 1 3.448] .702] 2 3.712| .568{ 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 2.71141.190 2.59411.111 2.47411.176
your children at home.
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot- 3.594} .789 2.982 1.699 3.065/1.034
Tuck suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom Tearning activities, 2.486(1.181 2.25411.167 2.070]1.174
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 2.54911.220 2.178}1.217 1.985(1.180
reading center, playground, Tunchroom, nurse's office,
etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips }3.335] .940 2.552}1.108 2.532|1.158
or picnics, or to parties.

N=Number of respondents

X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
SD=Standard deviation
F

a
b
c
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Kesponse and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Family Work Status

Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Employed (N=355) (N=735)
Activities (N=834)
(Total N=3103)a :
Rankd Rankd ; Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
TPM| TPL TPM] TPL TPM} TPL
10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities|2.828]1.143 2.644]1.220 2.41141,.172
for parents at the school,
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 2.763|1.197 2.156]1.169 2.203(1.177
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.620( .758| 4 3.137} .983 3.187] .975
13. Pianning the school budget. 1.79641.147 1.87411.094 2 11.74711.073 5
14. Helping to plan what will ba taught in the school, 1.396] .793 4 {2.003]1.253 3 ]1.720}1.055 4
15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 3.369] .882 3.234] .885] 5 3.306] .957} 5
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 3.257] .866 3.112|1.003 3.089] .997
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through com ity groups|{2.339/1.190 2.467)1.184 2.402(1.221
like neighborhood associations, church organizations,
LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 1.659] .955 2.21411.158 1.891}1.116
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant]|1.270 .706 2 12.007}1.290 4 11.552}1.0
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc, ’

Number of respondents

=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
D=Standard deviation

or Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Orde: of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Family Work Status

Father Works Fuli Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Employed (N=355) (N=735)
Activities (N=834)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb [ spc xb | snc xb | spc
TPM] TPL TPM| TPL TPM] TPL
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do }1.344] .768 3 12.045}1.146 5 }1.586] .966 3
their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire .achers and principals. 1.129} .506 1 1.871]1.240 1 11.298| .726 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's {3.674] .671] 2 3.434] .744] 3 3.513] .859
progress,
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school administra- 1.9731.082 2.193|1.217 2.032§1.119
tion for making changes.
24, Going to meeting of the school bo2id. 1.957]1.122 2.152}1.103 1.956]1.088
3 N=Number of respondents
b x=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD-Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM-take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agroement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Family Work Status

Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Horking Full Time Working Full Time
Suggestions Employed (N=355) (N=735)
(Total N=3103)a (N=834)

xb SDC | Rank| xb SDC |Rank] xb SDC  |Rank

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 4,146 .776 8 [4.240 .662 8 14,154 .803 9
could be involved.

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4,360 .667 1 [4.499 .622 2 14.332 .730 3

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 4,235 711 4 14.394 .626 4 14.264 .752 6
being taught,

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 4,220 .762 5 14.378 737 5 [4.176 .856 8
and school staff can get to know each other better.

5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be 4,195 . 766 6 (4.228 .744 9 14.238 .780 7
involved. '
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 3.972 .860 10 {4.325 .741 7 14.154 .883 9

their children,

7. Helping students understand that having their parents {4.192 .808 7 {4.370 .727 6 |4.303 .778 5
involved is important.

8. Giving parents more information about children's 4,314 .697 2 []4.556 .586 1 }4.393 711 1
success in school.

9. Planning more school activities at times when working [4.099 .827 9 14.442 .684 3 |4.373 .805 2
parents can come,

10. Having more activities which fnclude children, parents |4.236 .737 3 |4.442 .700 3 14.316 .790 4
and teachers.

=Number of respondents

N
Mean response, using a five.point scale of 1| (definitely not work) to § (definitely would work)
=Standard deviation

ay
b X-
¢ sp
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less
Involved at High school Compared by Family Work Status

=
SO

364

Father Works Full Single Parent Two Parents
Time, Mother Not Working Full Time Working Full Time
Reasons Employed (N=355) (N=735)
(Total N=3103)a (N=834)
xb sD¢ | Rank| xb sbc |rank| xb SDC  |Rank
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in 2.520 712 6 [3.265 .747 1 3.028 | .781 1
high school.
2. The schools are too far away. 2.009 .696 10 |2.230 .737 |10 2.164 | .776 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.164 .692 9 }2.379 .836 9 2.242 | .789 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as 2.992 .750 1 |2.904 .849 3 2.873 | .802 2
much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 2.286 .776 8 |2.550 .864 8 2.403 | .876 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents involved when they [2.624 .795 5 12.760 .957 5 2.616 | .853 6
get to high school.
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 2.410 .775 7 |2.740 .864 6 2.498 | .833 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences, 2.810 .762 3 |2.789 .753 4 2.821 | .1n 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 2.820 .788 2 12.908 .864 2 2.806 | ,787 4
parents.
10. High school principals do not encourage parent 2.657 .835 4 |2.686 .833 7 2.664 | .851 5
involvement in the school.
d N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C Sh=Standard deviation
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Table

Nean {lesponse and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by City Size

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
(Tot ?Ohe§103)a (N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
otal N=

xb SDC | Rank | xb SDC | Rank | Xxb sD¢ | Rank

1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 3.646 |1.341 7 3.191 {1.518 7 13.466 |1.476 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 4,372 .912 3 4,372 | .884 3 14.509 | .854 3
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party or
field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or
such activities,

3. FHome Tutor - helping your children at home with school [4.595% 775 2 4.416 | .905 2 14.552 | .843 2
work or other educational activities.

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for 4,644 673 1 4,702 | .621 1 14,774 | .559 1
example, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school, etc.

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials|4.116 |1.062 5 4.108 {1.028 4 14,157 |1.018 4
to ask for changes in rules or practices in the school
or school system,

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 4,223 |[1.007 4 4,006 }1.062 6 14.089 {1.072 5
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and education,

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school [4.025 [1.13% 6 4.01¢ 11.075 5 14.041 |1.127 6
committee, or governing board; or by giving your
opinions to these boards or committees,

N=Number of respondents

Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to § (definitely interested)
=Standard deviation
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Table

Mear Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by City ,ize

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
{N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
TPM | TPL TPM| TPL TPM} TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, |2.054|1.232 1.626}1.087 5 |1.727{1.170
librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 3.427] .915] 3 3.624| .625] 2 3.677] .633| 2
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening, 3.423| .741] 4 3.492]| .696| 4 3.553] .652| 4
4, Going to "open house" or special programs at school, 3.603] .666] 1 3.754] .566] 1 3.877] .417]1 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 2.698{1.145 2.480[1.215 2.559}1.192
your children at home,
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pof- 3.08111.087 3.330f .965 3.454] .874
luck suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 2.25711.196 2.31111.174 2.306}1.173
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 2.21111.236 2.324]1.225 2.28611.218
reading center, playground, Tunchroom, nurse's office,
etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips [2.69:1]1.177 2.91811.099 3.129]1.056
or picnics, or to parties.

mber of respondents

Nu
=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
D=Standard deviation

or Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by City Size

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
(N=1321) (N=680) {N=1102)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spe xb | spe xb ! spe
TPM | TPL TPM| TPL TPM] TPL
10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities 2.580(1.207 2.549(1.185 2.688/1.181
for parents at the school.
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 2.32911.222 2.438(1.211 2.642(1.212
12, Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.215¢ .991 3.378] .916} 5 3.486] .875] 5
13. Planning the school budget. 1.893{1.138 5 {1.780]1.086 1.700|1.087 5
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.838(1.139 4 11.5031 .873 4 11.480{ .875 4
15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 3.307} .902] 5 3.288| .950 3.367( .888
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 3.058{1.017 3.239| .888 3.239} .881
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community groups{2.403|1.216 2.35211.188 2.416|1.183
like neighborhood associations, church organizations,
LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1like 2.031]1.153 1.737)1.017 1.72711.030
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant|1.704 1.125 2 {1.432] .938 2 11.455] ,957 3
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc. |

N=Number of respondents

Nu
Mean response, using a four-point scale ~f i (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
=Standard deviation

r Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table —

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by City Size

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
(N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb ! spc xb | spc
TPM | TPL TPM} TPL TPM] TPL
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 1.86G6]1.098 3 {1.480{ .903 3 |1.427) .850 2
their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 1.58511.043 1 |1.215| .652 1 ]1.152] .518 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's 3.524| .805] 2 3.577}1 .727] 3 3.602] .756] 3
progress,
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school administra- 2.04211.160 2.1111.120 2.046)1,088
tion for making changes,
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 2.09111.177 2.093{1.135 1.897]1.048

|==
1]
=

umber of respondents

Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
=Standard deviation

or Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Grder of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement

Compared by City Size

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
Suggest ions (N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
(Total N=3103)a
xb spc xb SDc xb sDC  [Rank
Sending more information to parents about ways they 4,280 .765 4.090 .738 4.075 .766 9
could be involved.
Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4,468 .675 4,307 .708 4.289 716 1
Helping parents to better understand the subjects 4,385 .709 4,188 .690 4,199 .719 3
being taught.
Having informal meetings or activities where parents 4,332 .784 4,173 .769 4.118 .823 7
and school staff can get to know each other better.
Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 4.333 757 4,137 771 4,129 .785 6
involved.
Giving pavents activities they can do at home with 4.291 .809 3.964 .863 3.914 .880 (10
their chiidren,
Helping students understand that having their parents |[4.444 .708 4,174 .784 4,136 .811 5
involved is important.
Giving parents more information about children's 4,526 .666 4,329 .693 4,268 .704 2
success in school,
Planning more school activities at times when working |4.427 .762 4,174 .818 4,096 .846 8
parents can come,
Having more activities which include children, parents {4.436 .721 4,213 .762 4,159 .762 4
and teachers,

=

umber of respondents

hE

tandard deviation

an response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to § (definitely would work)




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by City Size

——
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Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
(N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
Statements
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
SAM | SbM SAM |SDM SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas abnut helping my children|3.495].595 3 3.353;.587| 3 3.399].593]| 3
with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 2.723}.825 2.412]1.749 4 12.335}.726 4
involved in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work |[2.229].892 4 12.063].745 2 |2.010).778 2
with parents,
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. |2.896].806 2.818/.684 2.894{.707
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 2.856}.776] 2.566(.732 2.569/.752
involved in the school, .
6. I want teachers to send more information home about 3.365].611] 5 3.262].578] 5 3.240).5941 5
classroom learning activities.
7. 1 usuvally feel at ease when I yisit the school, 3.266).678 3.265|.670] 4 3.289|.673 4
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 2.472].896 5 12.487].792 5 12.506].805 5
like reading, math, and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school 2.180{.866 3 |2.230].793 3 12.252].755 3
decisions,
10. T should make sureé that my children do their homewort. |3.708 .529] 1 3.552}.605] 1 3.591).561] 1
1. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 2.1331.904 2
school activities.e
12. 1 would help my children more with homework if I knew {2,984 .808 2.769},759 2.900(.72%
what to do.
& N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C Sb=Standard deviation
g For Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, .SDM=strongly disagree most
Tte
Q




Table

Cota
e

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by City Size

Large Size City

Medium Size City Small Size City

(N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
Statements
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM {SDM SAM [ SDM
13. 1 should have the final word in decisions about my 2.931].841 2.903}.801 2.895].787
children's education.
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.® 3.5511.553] 2
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more involved in my|3.440].596] 4 3.355].611] 2 3.404).582
children's school,
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best [3.699].482
education,e
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success in 1.736].897 1 ]1.521}.663 1 1.492|.647 1
school.
16. Parents should take part more in school decisiors.e 3.321].627
19. Schoo! districi, should make rules for involving 2.862|.838
parents.e
20. 1 should help evaluate my children's teachers and 2.907].871
principal,e

N=

mber of respondents

(%]

tandard deviation

Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SBM=strongly disagree most

m included in 1985 survey only

Nu
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to & (strongly agree)
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement

with Reasons Why Parents Become

Less Involved at High School Compared by City Size
' Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
Reasons (N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
(Total N=3103)a
xb SD¢ | Rank| xb SDC  [Rank; xb S0 |Rank
L. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in|3.190 .755 1 |2.848 .741 3 12.946 .684 2
high school,
2. The schools are too far away. 2.242 .825 9 |2.158 .718 10 {1.928 .636 |10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.289 .834 10 ]2.202 .689 9 12.145 .678 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as |2.865 .852 2 12.951 .728 1 }3.008 .709 1
much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 2.450 .867 8 |2.378 .763 8 12.318 .790 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents involved when they [2.613 .922 7 12.649 .765 6 [2.679 .814 5
get to high school,
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 2.708 .902 5 12.396 .708 7 {2.321 717 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 2.744 .838 4 12.888 .680 2 {2.870 .701 4
9. There are not as many PTA activities fer high school 2.773 .865 3 |2.839 .715 4 12.893 .764 3
parents,
10. High school principals do not encourage parent 2.641 .897 6 |(2.797 .803 5 12.670 .815 6
involvement in the school.
3 Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation
Q 381
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Pecisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by City Size

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
: Dec;sioni ya (N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
Total N=3103

xb SDC | Rank | xb SDC | Rank | xb sb¢ | Rank x

1. Amount of homework assigned., 4,359 .879 2 4.069 [1.031 3 4,063 11.061 2
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4,352 .937 3 4.219 [1.000 1 4,217 11.022 1
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 3.965 |1.058 8 3.903 }1.053 5 3.869 |1.148 5
materiais,
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 4.159 [1.139 5 3.779 |[1.194 7 3.946 |1.178 !
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 4,526 .791 1 4.054 |1.051 4 4,063 {1.071 2
6. Hiring principal and teachers, 3.429 11.328 | 13 3.260 ]1.357 | 11 3.317 [1.312 10
7. gvaluating how weli principals and teachers do their 4.043 |1.117 6 3.876 |1.156 6 3.852 }11.192 6
8. ggg;ding what's most important for the schoul budget. 13.839 [1.130 9 3.686 ]1.149 8 3.698 {1.169 7
9. Firing principal and teachers. 3.205 |1.360 | 14 3.195 |1.388 | 12 3.175 | 3.00 11
10. Ha;in? more multicultural/bilingual education in the 3.697 [1.311 | 10 3.472 |1.231 | 10 3.376 |1.281 9
school,
11. Making school desegregation plans. 3.659 [1.313 | 11 3.656 |1.312 9 3.554 }11.343 8
12. Setting school behavior rules. 4,196 [1.015 4 4,104 |1.001 2 4.053 |1.063 3

13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d]3.932 |1.160 7

14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 3.573 {1.298 | 12

a N=Number of respondents

b X-Mean response, using & five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)
C Sh=Standard deviation

d jtem included in 1985 survey only

-
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Table

frequency and Rank Order of Participation 1n Parent jnvolvement Activities

Compared By City Size

Large Size City Medium Sfze City Small Stze City
(n=1321) (N=680) (N=110?)
Activities
(Tnta) N=3103)a Frequency | AdJusted | Rankd Frequency | rdjusted | Rankd frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic- Frequency of Partic-{Frequency of Partic-{Frequency
fpationd (Percent)c|TPMITPL| 1 pationd (Percent)C|TPM{TPL|Ipationb (Percent)<|iPM| TPI
t. Working as full time patd staff, for example, teacher, 445 39.7 142 23.2 5 260 25.9
librartan, teacher aide, cafeterfa help, etc.
?. Helping children with homework. 1040 87.2 4 614 95.0 2 1020 95.4 2
3. Visiting the schnnl tn see what §s happening. 1149 89.9 3 606 91.0 q 1013 93.4 3
A. Gning tn “npen hnuse” nr special programs at school. 1212 93.7 1 640 96.0 1 1067 98.3 1
5. Gning to classes at the school which help ynu teach 586 62.5 <25 52.0 337 52.9
ynur chitdren at home,
6. llielping with school activities such as coffees, pot-fuck 924 74.3 551 83.7 925 86.4
suppers, fund rafsing, etc.
7. Heiping teachers with classroom learning activities, 510 44.4 2n 45.3 407 44.0
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping tn the school, for example, the 1ibrary, reading 502 42.6 291 45.8 435 84,2
center, playgrnund, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 783 62.4 453 69.1 815 17.2
or ptcnfcs, or tn partfes.
10. Gning tn wnrkshops or other such educatfonal activities 610 56.7 293 56.0 502 59.5
fnr parents at the school.
t1. Organfzing parent volunteer activities. 560 47.2 331 50.9 610 58.7

AN-Number of parents responding tn fndfvidual ftem,
irequency nf Participatinn = The numher of parents probably taking part fn activities sometimes or often,

CAdjusted Fredquency = The percent of parents taking part fn the individual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.

dinr Rank, TPM-Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part least.
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12.
13.

19.

20.

Larye Size City T hedtom Stze 00ty | ey Stze City
(N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
Activities —_— —
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency ! Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-[Frequency of Partic-|Frequency
fpationd f(Percent)c|TPH]TPL |1pat fond (Percent)CTPMITPL |1 atfonb  [(Percent)<|ipu]TrL
. Taking part In PIA wectings. 1010 78.7 544 82.3 940 87.0 5
Planning the school budget. 346 31.3 5 155 25.9 235 24.0
Hlelping to plan what wiil be taught §n the school. 296 2.0 3 92 16.3 4 154 16.1 3
llelping children learn with materfals at home, for 1056 85.0 5 545 84.0 925 86.4
example, yames, magazines, books, etc.
Taking children to places of interest, for example, 962 17.0 561 84.9 5 902 84.6
miseums, |ibrarfes, art yallerfes, etc.
Work ing to tmprove the schools through community groups 568 49.4 296 48.4 489 49.1
like neighborhood associations, church organizatfons,
LI AC, NAACP, etc. )
Hlelpiny decide how well school proyrams work (1ike 384 J6.3 135 23.3 229 23.3 5
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
¥orkiny as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 274 25.1 2 94 15.% 3 164 16.2 4
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
llelping to decide how wel) teachers and principals do 294 29.6 4 84 14.8 2 128 13.3 2
thelr jobs. J
i I
3N-Mimber of parents responding to individual ftom.
quency of Participation = Tho number of parents probably taking part In activities sometimes or often.
usted Frequency = The percent of parents taking the percentage.

fre
CAd §

dior Rank, TPM=Take Part Mor:

Q
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Table _

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared By City Size

and TPL=Take Part Least
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Frequency and Rank Order of Participation 1n Parent Involvemen: Activities
Compared By City Stze

Large Size City Mediom Size City Small Size City

(N=1321) (N=380) (N=1102)
Activities
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency -1 Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency Mjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequenc of Partic- frequency of Partic-|Frequency
ipationd  I(percent)c|ipn]rp1 {1pation® (Percent)C1TPM| 7P 1pationd [(Percent)<{1pM]TpL
?1. Hielping tn hire or fire teachers and principals, 195 20,9 1 37 6.6 1 39 4.1 1
?2. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your chiid's 1142 90.1 2 602 91.9 3 993 92.5 4
prngress.
23. Giving fdeas tn the school hoard or school administratfon 423 36.6 248 38.7 398 37.6

for making changes.

74, Gning to meeting of the school board. 466 38.6 245 37.2 317 29.4

AN-Numher of parents responding to individual ftem,
hrrequency of Participatinn = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,

CAdjusted Frequency = Yhe percent of parents taking part fn the Individual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
9Fnr Rank, 1PM=Take Part Most and TPL-Take Part Least.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreemen” With Suggestions About Parent Involvement
Compared By City Siza

Large Size City Hedium Size City Small Size City
(N=1321) (N-680) (N-1107)
Suggestions —
(Total N-3103) Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusi od
of Agree-|Frequenc Rank Jof Agree. Frequency | Rank [of Agree-lFrequency | Rank
mentb | (percent)c mentb | (Percent)c mentd | (percent)c

;: Sending mnre information to parents about ways they could 1178 90.5 6 583 87.9 5 958 a8, 2 4
he involved,

7. Haing parents feel mnre welcome in the school. 1215 93.6 2 605 90.7 2 984 91.0 2

1. lelping parents to hotter understand the subjects being 1181 91.3 5 591 89.0 3 970 89.6 3
taught,

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and 1151 88.8 9 584 87.8 6 916 84.7 8
schon! starf can get to know each other better,

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to he involved. ils7 89.6 8 583 a8.1 4 951 87.9 5

6. Giving parents activitfes they can do at home with their 1142 88.4 10 518 77.8 10 834 17.1 10
children,

7. Helping student understand that having thelr parents 1204 92.7 3 575 ge. g 9 921 85.4 7
fnvelved is important.

B. Giving parents rare information abnut children's success 1229 94.6 | 515 92.3 1 987 91.1 ]
in schnnl,

7. Planning more schoo! activities at times when working 1194 90.4 7 579 87.1 8 910 84.4 9
parents can come.

10. Having mnre activities which include children, parents and 1192 . 9.8 4 584 87.7 7 934 86.6 6
teachers,

AN-Number of parents responding to individual ftem,
frequency of Agreement = The numher of parents dgreeing or strongly agrecing with the suggestions.
CAd justed frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the fndividyal suggestion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agrecment with Reasons Why
Become Lecs Involved at High School

Compared by City Size

Parents

Large Stze City Medium Size City Small Size Clty
(n=1321) (n-680) (N=1102)
Reasnns
(intal N-3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Agree-|Frequency | Rank |[of Agree-|Frequency | Rank |of Agree-IFrequency | Rank
ment (Percent)c wment {Percent)c ment {Percent)c
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in 1082 86.1 1 481 .7 3 843 79.8 e
high schnnl.
7. The schools are too far away. 363 29.1 10 153 23.7 10 121 1.5 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 428 4.4 9 183 28.6 9 269 25.6 9
A. leachers don't ask parents to he involved In school as 879 70.7 2 501 78.5 | 84l 81.3 1
much,
5. Parents do nnt have time to be fnvolved in school 579 46.4 8 217 43.5 8 412 39.3 7
activities and wnrk at the same time.
6. Children dn not want their parents involved when they 691 56.0 6 n 59.4 6 634 60.8 5
get tn high school.
7. Parents can‘t leave smaller children alone at home. 758 61.3 5 270 42.6 7 395 38.2 8
B. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences, m 63.8 3 453 74.9 2 763 75.0 3
9. There are not as many PIA activities for high school 765 63.3 q 438 71.3 4 145 74.1 4
parents,
10. Bigh schnol principals do not encourage parent involvement 660 55.2 7 358 59.6 5 571 571.5 6
In the school.

AN-Number nf parents respanding to fndividual ftem,

equency nf Agreement = The numher of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reason,

fr
‘Ad fusted Frequency - The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual reason

334
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement
Compared By City Size

T Large Size City Mediom Size City mall Size City
. (n=1321) (N=680) (N-1102)
Statements _ ‘
{lotal M=3103)? Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency]| Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | ranxd
of Agree-[Frequency of Agree-}Frequency of Agree-iFrequency
menth {Percent)c|saM|som| menth (Percent )CISAM{SOM} menth (Percent)C|SAM|SIM
1. Teachers should give me fdeas ahout helping my chllidren 1267 96.6 q 647 96.0 1 1047 95.7 3
with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents : olved 770 59.4 294 43.8 4 399 26.7 4
in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 452 35.0 4 161 24.1 2 232 21.4 2
with parents,
4. Teachers need to he trained for working with parents. 912 711.0 476 71.6 817 75.4
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved 900 70.5 3.66 55.1 565 52.4
in the school.
f. 1 want teachers to send more fnformation home about class- 1227 94.6 626 93.6 q 1003 92.6 q
cnom learning activities.
7. 1 usualiy feel at ease when | visit the school. 1180 91.3 608 90.6 5 1004 91.9 5
8. 1 have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 632 48.7 5 330 48.8 5 568 52.1 5
like reading, math, and writing,
9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school declsions, 436 33.7 3 221 33.2 3 380 35.2 3
10. 1 should make sure Lhat my children do their homework. 1281 98.0 3 646 95.6 2 1074 97.8 1
I1t. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school 297 29.4 2 ——- ———— -1- . ——-
activities.®

IN-Number of respondents,

frequency of Agreement = The numher of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in calcuiating the percentage.
dior Rank, SAM:-Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.

“item included in 1945 survey only,
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Table .

Frequency and Mank Order of Agreement with Statements
Compared By City Size

About Parent Involvement

- Large Size City Medium Size City small Size City
?N=IJZIE (N=680) (N=1102)
Statements J
(Total N=3103)2 Frequencyi Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree-iFrequency of Agree-{Frequency of Agree-|Frequency
ment (Percent)csamisom| mentd  [(Percent)c|sanfsom| menth (Percent)<| sAM] spM
12. 1 would help my chiidren more with homework i1 1 knew what 1006 78,3 459 69.8 822 76,7
to do.
13. 1 should kave the final word in decisions about my L1} n.1 457 70.3 141 69.4
children’s schools,
14. 1 cooperate with my children’s teachers.® 985 98.3 2 .- ——— -—- ———-
15. 1 should he responsible for getting more involved in my 1234 95,7 5 634 94.6 3 1051 96.4 2
children's school,

16, 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best 1004
education,e

17. 1 have 1ittle to do with my children’s success fn school, 233

18.0 1 L]} 6.2 1 48 4.4 1
18. Parents should take part more fn school decisions.® 931 93.3
19. School districts should make rules for involving parents.e 704 70.5 --- ——-- - ———
2G. 1 should help evaluate my children’s teachers and 710 71.8 - ——— -
principat.e

IK-Number of respondents,

frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreefng with the statement,

“Adjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
dror Rank, SAM-=Strongly Agree Most and SOM=Strot 91y Disagree Most.

®Jtem included in 1985 survey only,
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Frequency and Rank Order of Interest fn Dectsfons About Parent Involvement
Compared By City Stze

- Large Size City Medium Size City Small Size City
(N=1321) (N=680) (N=1102)
NDecisfons
(Totai N=3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-|Frequency | Rank [of fnter- Frequency | Rank [of Inter- Frequency | Rank
esth  l(percent)c est {Percent ) est {Percent}t
1. Amount of homework assigned. 1105 84.6 2 522 17.9 2 832 16.0 3
7. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 1086 83.9 3 552 82.1 1 906 83.0 1
3. Selecting school texthooks and other learning materials, 937 1.9 8 472 70.3 q 152 68.7 6
A. Placing my children In Special Education. 993 76.9 5 410 61.1 8 156 69.2 5
5. Fvaluating my chiid's progress. 1168 89.8 1 515 76.8 3 827 76.0 3
6. fliring principal and teachers. 679 52.4 13 314 47.0 i0 535 49.1 10
7. fvaluating how well principals and teachers do their Job. 990 75.9 6 468 69.7 5 720 69.6 4
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 867 66.8 9 421 62.9 7 713 65.3 7
9. Firing prircipal and teachers. 580 4.5 14 294 43.8 n 468 42.9 11
10. Naving more mutlticultural/bilingual education in the 819 62.9 10 355 53.1 9 559 51.3 9
school,
11. Making school desegregatfon pians. 197 62.1 11 434 65.3 6 629 59.0 8
12. Setting schoni behavior rules, 1071 82.4 4 552 82.1 1 860 79.8 2
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d 748 4.t 7 c—- ——- —-— —
14. tlelping the school decide what to teach and how.d 576 57.0 12 o ———— — ———-

AN-Numher of parents responding to individual 1tem,

'Frequency of Interest & Th
CAd fjusted frequency =

ditem included in 1985 survey only,
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Table

frequency and Rank Order of interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by City Size

Large Size City Medium Size City Small Stze City
(N=1321) (N=680) {N=1107)
Roles
(Total N-3103)a frequency| Adjusted frequency| Adjusted frequency| Adjusted
nf Inter-|Frequency | Rank |of Inter- Frequency | Rank Jof Inter- Frequency | Rank
estd  [(Percent)c estb  [(Percent)c estd  J(percent)c
;t. Patd School Staff - work n the schoo! as an aide, parent 842 64.5 7 348 51.9 7 634 59.0 7
educator, assTstant teacher, assistant Vibrartan, or otter
jnbs,
?. Scheol Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist 1164 89.0 3 597 89.2 2 992 92.0 2
in events; Tor example, chaperoning a party or field trip,
taking tickets at a fund-rafsing dinner, or such activities,
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work 1204 92.3 2 591 88.1 3 988 9.7 3
or other educatfonal activities,
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, fog example, 1232 94.4 1 645 96.1 1 1052 97.5 |
by golng to schol performances, baking for bake sales,
responding to notices from the school, etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to 995 76.0 5 518 17.5 q 870 80.1 4
ask for changes in rules or practices in the school or
school system,
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers 1091 83.3 4 504 15.2 5 859 78.9 5
and principals where everyone learns more abtout children
and education,
7. pecision Maker - being on an advisory board, a schoo! 972 74.3 6 497 74.4 6 8i8 75.1 6
commitiee, ar governing board; or by giving your opfnions
to these hoards or committees.

AN-Kumber of parents respondine tn individual ftem.
brrequency of Interest - The number of parents probably interested or definitely interested in the role,
‘Adjusted Frequency = The percent of pareots responding favorably to the Individual role with missing data excluded in calculating the perceotage.
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY AGE (PERCENT)
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Table
Frequency and Rark Order of Agreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d 35 or More Years 01d
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Statements
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of|Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of|Adjusted | Rankd
Agreementb |Frequency Agreement? |Frequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C [SAM |SDM cent)C |SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my 1297 96.8 4 1478 95.6 5
children with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 663 49.7 4 686 44,7 5
involved in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to 383 29.0 2 383 25.0 3
work with parents.
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 908 68.8 1153 75.7
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 792 69.0 910 60.2
fnvolved in the school.
6. 1 want teachers to send more information home about 1259 94.6 1422 93.1
classroom learning activities.
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school, 1208 91.0 14906 91.3
& 1 have a hard time teaching some skills to my 665 49.9 5 752 48.9
children 1ike reading, math, and writing,
9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school 437 32.9 3 505 33.1 4
decisions, .
10. T should make sure that my children do their 1315 98.1 3 1501 97.0 3
homework.

aN=Number of respondents.

Frequency of Agreement = The nunber of sarents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,

CAdjusted Frequency = The perceat of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.

dror Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree "9st and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most, ‘4r)6

€Item included in 1985 survey only. ~
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d 35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Statements
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency of{Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency of|Adjusted | Rankd
Agreementd |frrequency Agreementd IFrequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C [SAM [SDM cent)C |SAM |SDM
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 151 30.2 .99 23.1 2
school activities.e
12. 1 would help my children more with homework if I 1029 78.3 1112 73.5
knew what to do.
13. 1 should have the final word in decisions about my 942 71.6 1033 68.9
children's education.
14. T cooperate with my children's teachers.e 487 98.6 2 416 97.9 2
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in 1278 95.8 1466 95.9 4
my children's school.
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 498 99.2 1 423 99.3 1
education.®
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success in 139 10.5 1 132 8.6 1
school,
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions,® 458 93.3 5 394 92.9
19. School districts should make rules for involviny 349 7G.2 286 68.1
parents.e .
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 362 73.9 281 67.4
principal.e

dN=Number of respondents.

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage. ’

dFor

Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.

€Item included in 1985 survey only,
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d 35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Decisions
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Interestb [Frequency | Rank | interestb Frequency | Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)c
1. Amount of homework assigned, 1045 77.9 4 1254 81.3 2
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 1138 85.2 1 1247 81.2 3
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 920 68.6 8 1103 71.6 4
materials.
4. Placing my children {n Special Education. 943 70.6 7 1069 69.6 7
5. Evaluating how well my children are Tearning. 1105 82.6 2 1252 81.6 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 644 48.2 13 761 49.7 12
7. tvaluating how well principals and teachers do 1002 74.6 5 1076 70.1 6
their job,
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget 870 65.1 9 999 65.0 8
9. Firing principal and teachers. 558 41.6 14 682 44.4 13
10. Having more muiticultural/bilingual education in the 769 57.4 11 834 54.2 11
school.
11. Mating school desegregation plans, 814 61.6 10 920 61.0 9
12. Setting school behavior rules. 1085 81.3 3 1240 81.2 3
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing 373 74.3 6 307 71.4 5
children.d
14, Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 269 53.6 12 244 57.5 10

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
bFrequency of Interest = The number of parents probably interested or definitely interested in the decision.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in

calculating the percentage, .
\?ltem included in 1985 survey only. .
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Table __

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d 35 or More Years 01d
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Roles
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of} Adjusted
Interestb Frequency Rank Interestb Frequency Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)C
1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 840 63.2 7 846 55.1 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 1188 89.2 3 1394 90.7 3
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 1211 91.1 2 1401 91.2 2
school work or other educational activities.
4. Audience - supporting your child n school, for 1263 94.9 1 1494 97.1 1
example, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other 1002 74.7 5 1226 79.7 5
officials to ask for changes in rules or practices
in the school or school system.
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 1073 79.9 4 1234 80.1 4
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and education.
7. Decisfon Maker - being on an advisory board, a 950 70.8 6 1188 77.1 6
school committee, or governing board; or by giving
your opinfons to these boards or committees.

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
bFrequency of Interest = The number of parents probably interested or definitely. interested in the role.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the fndividual role with missing data excluded 16
calculating the percentage,

Q
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 0l1d 35 or More Years 01d
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Rankd Frequency of| Adjusted Rankd
Participa- Frequency Participa- Frequency
tionb (Percent)C|TPM |TPL|tionb (Percent)<iTpPM |TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, 347 28.7 411 30.0
teacher, Tibrarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help,
etc.
2. Helping children with homework, 1170 92.1 2 1346 91.8 3
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening, 1201 90.4 4 1398 92.0 2
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 1275 95.1 1 1476 96.8 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 503 56.4 529 54.6
your children at home.
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 972 75.1 1275 84.8
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 478 41.4 612 44.7
for example, story telling, reading, math games,
etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 473 39.1 645 45.3
reading center, playground, Tunchroom, nyrse's
office, etc. .
9. Going with children and teachers on school field 822 63.7 1093 72.9
trips or picnics, or to parties,
10. Going to workshops or other such educat ional 535 51.2 746 60.1
activities for parents at the school.

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item,

Frequency of Participation = The numier of parents prebably taking part in activities sometimes or often,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
dFor Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Table
Frequency and Rank Order of Participation

in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d 35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Activities
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- [Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percent)C{TPM |TPL|tionb (Percent)C{TPM |TPL
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 579 46.6 809 55.2
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 1038 78.4 1301 85.3
13. Planning the school budget, 288 24.5 5 369 27.2 5
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in school. 222 20.1 3 247 19.4 4 '
15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 1084 83.5 5 1294 86.4 5
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 1004 77.5 1274 84.4
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community 510 42.5 733 52.4
groups 1ike neighborhood associations, church
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 285 25.4 376 28.1
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 229 19.6 2 230 16.6 3
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 222 20.3 4 210 16.5 2
do their jobs,
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals, 109 10.4 1 107 8.5 1
aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frgquency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,
dror Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.




Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Age

Activities
(Total N=3103)a

Under 35 Years Qld

(N=1351)

35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1555)

Frequency of

Adjusted

Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd

Participa- |Frequency Participa- [Frequency
tionb (Percent)C|TPM [TPL{tionb (Percent)<|TPM |TPL
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 1205 91.2 3 1375 91.4 4
child's progress.
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school adminis- 410 32.9 578 39.7
tration for making changes.
24, Going to meeting of the school board. 383 29.9 550 36.7

aN=Number of parents responding to indfvidual item.

dcalculating the percentage.
For Rank, TPM=T2ke Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.

bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents taking part in activities sometimes or often,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
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Table
Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Age

Under 35 Year 01d 35 or More Years Qld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Suggestions
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjus.ed Frequency of| Adjusted
Agreementb Frequency Rank |Agreementb Frequency Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)cC

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 1200 89.6 6 1361 88.4 4
could be involved,

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school, 1217 90.8 4 1423 92.7 1

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 1228 91.7 2 1353 88.4 4
being taught.

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 1163 87.2 9 1331 86.5 7
and school staff can get to know each other better.

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 1194 89.4 7 1342 87.7 5
involved,

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 1129 84.6 10 1215 79.3 9
their children.

7. Helping students understand that having their 1179 88.1 8 1365 88.9 3
parents involved is important.

8. Giving parents more informaticn about children’s 1262 94.1 1 1409 91.7 2
success in scho9i.

¢ Planning more school activities at times when 1209 90.4 5 1322 86.0 8
working parents <an come.

10. Having more activities which include children, 1222 91.3 3 1332 86.7 6
parents and teachers,

3N=Number of parents responding to individual item,
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggestion,

CAdjusted Frequency = The rercent of parents responding favorably to the incividual decision with missing data excluded in

calculating the percentage,
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Table
Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 0ld 35 or More Years 0l1d
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Reasons -
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Agreementb Frequency Rank |Agreementb Frequency Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)c
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 1078 83.3 1 1204 79.5 1
in high school.
2. The schools are too far away. 285 22.1 10 313 20.8 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 401 31.2 9 409 27.3 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school 934 73.8 Z 1173 78.3 2
as much.
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 581 45,3 8 598 39.9 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents involved when 750 59.0 5 860 57.7 5
they get to high school.
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 649 51.1 7 668 45.1 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences., 858 69.1 3 1033 70.9 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 815 66.6 4 1020 69.9 4
parents.
10. High school principals do not encourage parent 687 56.6 6 808 56.5 6
tnvolvement in the school.

3N=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reason.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement

Compared by Age

424

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Statements Rankd Rankd
(Total N=3103)a “xb | spe xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. 3.471 ;.583| 4 3.402}.640| 5
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents invoived in the school. 2.537 |.777 2.460|.774
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 2.145 |.837 2 12.066}.814 3
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 2.814 1{.753 2.907].723
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. 2.688 1{.758 2.680).788
6. I want teachers to send more information about classroom learning 3.335 |.599 3.258).593
activities.
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 3.277 |.664 3.284].687
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading, math, [2.486 .822 5 [2.456].833 5
and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 2.213 |.807 4 }2.195].810 4
10. I should make sure that my children do their homework . 3.676 |.538] 2 3.596|.572] 2
11. Working parents do.not have time to be involved in schoel activities.e 2.174 |.909 3 |2.030).877 2
12. T would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. 2.963 |.759 2.8441,765
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ Item included in 1985 survey only
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement

Compared by Age

426

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Statements Rankd Rankd
(Total N=3103)a xb | spc xb | spc
SA| SD SAM| SDM
13. I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education. 2.951 |.803 2.883].825
14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. 3.534 1.550| 3 3.5271.566f 3
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in my children's school. [3.412 |.590{ 5 3.4171.591| 4
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education.®© 3.693 [.479] 1 3.685].499] 1
17. T have 1ittle to do with my children's success in school, 1.580 {.775 1 11.592}.752 1
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions.© 3.312 {.605 3.274]1.638
19. School districts should make rules for involving parents.e 2.887 |.844 2.821}.862
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.e 2.933 |.835 2.801].872
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation
d ror Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ Item included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement

Compared by Age

428

Under 35 Years 0l1d |35 or More Years Old
Decisions (N=1351) (N=1555)
(Total N=3103)
xb Sbc  |Rank| xb SDC  |Rank
1. Amount of homework assigned, 4,157 .986 3 14.215 |1.004 2
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4,336 .916 1 (4.212 {1.023 3
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials, 3.885 1.079 8 (3.946 |1.099 6
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 4.008 1.165 5 13.976 |1.190 5
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. 4.291 .959 2 l4.218 .994 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.330 1.298 113 (3.346 |1.359 13
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. 3.986 1.116 6 [3.890 [1.186 8
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget, 3.775 1.124 9 ]3.715 |1.158 9
9. Firing principal and teachers, 3.168 1.353 {14 [3.193 [|1.359 14
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school, 3.569 1.261 (11 [3.443 {1.314 12
11. Making school desegration plans, 3.638 1.302 10 {3.593 [1.348 10
12. Setting school behavior rules. 4.121 1.017 4 14.105 |1.031 4
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d 3.928 1.188 7 13,903 ]1.165 7
14, Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 3.476 1.316 [12 [3.590 |1.2%% 11
 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to § (definitely interested)
C sp=Standard deviation
d Item included in 1985 survey only
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles

Compared by Age

430

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Roles
(Total N=3103)a xb SOC  [Rank|] xb SDC  |Rank

1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, 3.609 1.381 7 13.330 |1.500 7
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other Jjobs.

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for 4,384 .896 3 |4.457 .884 3
example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other educa- |4.552 .819 2 14.526 .851 2
tional activities.

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to school 4.682 .660 1 (4.747 .573 1
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc.

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes [4.045 1.070 5 (4.175 11.006 4
in rules or practices in the school or school system.

6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 4.133 1.024 4 14,125 (1.064 5
where everyone learns more about children and education.

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a scheol committee, or govern- {3,926 1.15% 6 (4.093 |1.078 6
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees.

@ N=Number of respondents

b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 {definitely interested)

C SD=Standard deviation
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a RankG Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc
TPM} TPL TPM| TPL
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, .ibrarian, teacher 1.783 |1.171 1.830(1.202
aice, cafeteria help, etc.
2. Helping children with homework. 3.587 | .770] 2 3.540] .769} 3
3. Visiting the school to see what .is happening, 3.436 | .721] 4 3.512] .688] 4
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. . 3.701 | .600] 1 3.7891 .527]1 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. |2.595 1.181 2.56411.196
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 3.121 |1.081 3.3771 .921
raising, etc,
7. Helping teachers with classroom Tearning activities, for example, story 2.213 {1.192 2.30411.178
telling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center, playground,|2.141 |1.221 2.311|1.226
lunchroom, nurse’s office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 2.773 |1.178 2.993]1.098
parties,
10. Going]to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the }2.430 |1.202 2.684|1.166
school,

N=Number of respondents

a
b Y=1tean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation

d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years 0ld
(N=1351) (N=1555)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc
TPM] TPL TPM] TPL
11. Orgarizing parent volunteer activities. 2.311 |1.219 2.565]1.224
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.228 | .975 3.4311 .909} 5
13. Planning the school budget. 1.739 |1.088 5 11.795{1.120 5
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.580 [1.967 4 11.582| .9%56 4
156. Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games, 3.309 | .925{ 5 3.343] .897
magazines. books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art {3.061 | .987 3.229] .901
galleries, eotc.
17. Working to improve the schonls through community groups 1ike neighborhood 2.204 11.200 2.514}1.180
associations, church organizations, LULAC  NAACP, otc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike Title I, Follow Through, {1.770 |1.058 1.852[1.091
ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room clerk,|1.548 |1.025 2 [1.465| .957 2
nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide How well teachers and principals do their jobs. 1.582 |1.987 3 ]1.520}f .930 3
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL-take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years Qld

(N=1351) (N=1555)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd
xb 1 spe xb | spc
TPM] TPL TPM} TPL
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals. 1.308 | .775 1 {1.268] .717 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress. 3.570 | .773} 3 3.572] .768] 2
23. Givng ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes.[1.933 |1.094 2.108§1.112
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 1.895 j1.112 2.073f1.121

N=Number of respondents

N
=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
D=Standard deviation

or Rank, TPM-take part most, TPL=take part least

X
S
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Table -

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Age

Under 35 Years 01d |35 or More Years 0ld
Suggestions (N=1351) (N=1555)
(Total N=3103)a

xb SDC  |Rank| xb Soc  |Rank
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved. 4,181 .764 9 14.158 770 9
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4.349 Jg27 2 14.369 .681 1
3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught, 4.333 .| .697 4 14,218 .732 5
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 4,223 .816 7 ]4.194 .794 7

get to know each other better.

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved, 4,240 .759 8 {4.199 .792 6
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 4.156 .820 10 |4.003 .892 |10
7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is important.|4,285 .781 6 [4.269 774 3
8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school, 4.425 .678 1 14.349 707 2
9. Pianning more school activities at times when working parents can come. 4,320 .787 5 14.190 .840 8
10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 4.339 717 3 14.226 .784 4

3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
C SD=Standard deviation
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Table _

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less
Involved at High School Compared by Age

440

441

Under 35 Years 01d {35 or More Years 0ld
Reasons (N=1351) (N=1555)
(Total N=3103)a
xb SDC  {Rank| xb SDC  |Rank
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school, 3.072 .724 1 2.970 .742 2
2. The schools are too far away, 2.116 .765 10 {2.096 .740 |10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.229 775 9 12.189 .724 9
4, }eachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much, 2.881 .793 2 [2.976 .741 1
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and work at the}2.412 .846 8 ]2.353 .812 8
same time,
6. Children do not want their parents involved when they get to high school, 2.638 .837 5 12.634 .840 6
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 2.543 .829 7 |2 435 .798 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 2.808 .770 4 12.838 .747 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 2.789 .813 3 |2.835 .774 4
10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement in the school. 2.645 .844 6 12.679 .855 5
3 N=Number of respondents
b ¥=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disayree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C Sh=Standard deviation
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Table __

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements

about Parent Involvement Compared by Mumber of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Children in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Statements
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of {Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of|Adjusted | Rankd
Agreementb |Frequency Agreementt |Frequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C SAM |SDM cent)C [SAM |SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my 1663 96.2 4 1215 96.2 4
children with homework.
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 807 47.0 5 609 48.7 5
involved in the school.
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to 451 26.3 2 368 29.6 2
work with parents,
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 1224 71.5 915 74.0
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 1014 59.5 756 61.6
involved in the school.
6. 1 want teachers to send more information home about 1603 93.7 1170 93.5
classroom learning activities,
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school, 1574 91.3 1138 91.1
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 811 47.2 668 53.1
children 1ike reading, math, and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school 540 31.6 4 459 36.9 4
decisions, .
10. I should make sure that my children do their 1676 96.8 3 1238 98.2 2
homework.,
aN=Number of respondents.

bFrequency of Agreement = The number of
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of par

calc
fFor

ulating the percentage.

Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.
€Item included in 1985 survey only,
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parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,
ents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements

about Parent Involvement Compared by Mumber of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Chiidren in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Statements
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of]Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of|Adjusted | Rankd
Agreement Frequency Agreementb Frequency
(Per- (Per-
cent)C [SAM {SDM cent)C |SAM [SDM
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 142 27.0 3 144 32.1 3
school activities.®
12. I would help my children more with homework if I 1240 73.5 984 79.0
knew what to do.
13. I should have the final word in decisions about my 1181 70.1 872 70.7
children's education,
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.® 513 98.8 2 438 98.0 3
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in 1645 96.1 5 1197 95.4 5
my children's school.
16. 1 want to spend time helping my children get the best 521 99,2 1 447 99.6 1
education,®
17. T have little to do with my children's success in 144 8.4 1 159 i2.7 1
school,
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions,®© 483 92.5 413 94.1
19. School districts should make rules for involving 347 67.0 329 74.1
parents,e
20. [ should help evaluate my children's teachers and 367 71.1 315 72.2
principal.e

aN=Number of respondents.

Frequency of Agreement = The number
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of
calculating the percentage,

of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,

parents responding favorably te the individual statement with mi

For Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.

€Item included in 1985 survey only,

4495
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Invoivement
Compared by Mummber of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Children in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Decisions
(Total N=3103)d Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Interestb ([rrequency | Rank | Interestb Frequency | Rank
(Percent)¢ (Percent)C
1. Amount of homework assigned. 1376 79.5 4 1012 80.4 3
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 1434 83.3 1 1037 83.0 2
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning 1202 69.6 7 900 71.6 7
materials,
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 1170 68.0 8 925 73.8 5
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning, 1396 8l.1 3 1047 83.6 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 836 48.6 13 637 51.0 12
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 1235 71.4 6 920 73.4 6
their job,
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget 1094 63.5 9 848 67.7 8
9. Firing principal and teachers. 712 41.3 14 590 47.0 13
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the 942 54.6 12 732 58.4 10
school, o
11. Making school desegregation plans. 1043 61.4 10 761 61.6 9
12. Setting school behavior rules. 1401 81.8 2 1011 79.5 4
13. Setting school ryles for grading and passing 389 74.0 5 328 73.4 6
children,d
14, Helping the school decide what to teach and how,d 294 55.9 11 259 57.8 11
dN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
Frequency of Interest = The number of parents probably interestad or definitely interested in the decision.
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
\glfem included in 1985 survey only. A
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles
Compared by Number of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Cnildren in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Roles
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Interestd |Frequency { Rank | Interestb Frequency | Rank
(Percent)c _ (Percent)c¢
1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, 991 57.9 7 770 61.3 7
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to 1555 90.6 3 1122 89.2 3
assisl in events; for example, chaperoning a party
or field trip, taking tickets at a3 fund-raising
dinner, or uch activities,
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with 1559 90.9 2 1150 91.6 2
school work or other educatfonal activities.
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for 1650 9.1 1 1204 95.7 1
exampTe, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc, !
5. Advocate - meeting with school board ¢ other 1339 77.8 5 982 77.9 5
officials to ask for changes in rule. or practices
in the school or school system,
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with 1362 79,0 4 1025 81.1 4
teachers and principals where everyone learns more i
about children and education,
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a 1278 74.2 6 946 . 6
school committee, or governing board; or hy giving
your opinions to these boards or committees.

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
bFrequency o7 Irterest = The number of parents probably interested or definitely interested in the role, .
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual role with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Number of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Children in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- {Frequency Participa- [Frequency
tiond (Percent)C|TPM |TPL|tionb (Percent)C|TPM |TPL

I, Working as full time paid staff, for example, 462 29.5 345 31.1

teacher, librarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help,

etc.
2. Helping children with _inework. 1519 92.7 2 1092 91.2 2
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening, 1583 92.5 3 1121 90.3 4
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. 1657 96.3 1 1192 95.5 1
5. Going to classes at the scii00l which help you teach 654 59.1 450 53.6

your children at home.
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, 1383 82.2 956 78.4

pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 714 46.7 441 40.4

for example, story telling, reading, math games,

etc.
8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, 710 44.8 480 41.8

reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's

office, etc. .
9. Going with children and teachers on school field 1162 69.7 838 68.2

trips or picnics, or to parties,
10. Going to workshops or other such educational 786 57.4 570 56.5

activities for parents at the school,

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.
bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,
For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
Q
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Number of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Children in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- |Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percent)C|TPM |TPL|tionb (Percent)c{TPM {TPL
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 868 53.1 591 50.5
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 1429 83.7 1007 80.8
13. Planning the school budget. 395 26.0 5 311 28.1 5
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in school. 301 21.1 4 212 20.3 4
15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for 1430 85.6 5 1038 84.8 5
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 1397 83.3 974 79.2
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community 761 49.0 554 48.7
groups like neighborhood associations, church
organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 387 26.2 334 30.9
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- 288 18.8 2 218 19.5 3
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 286 20.2 3 194 18.6 2
do their jobs.
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals, 137 10.0 1 113 11.1 1

aN=Number of parents responding to individual {tem.
bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often,

CAdjus_ted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
calcuiating the percentage,

For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation
in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared by Number of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family

3 or More Children in Family

(N=1739) (N=1272)
Activities
(Total N=3103)3 Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency of| Adjusted | Rankd
Participa- |Frequency Participa- |Frequency
tionb (Percent)CITPM |TPL{tionb (Percent)c|TPM |TPL
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 1561 92.2 4 1119 90.7 3
child's progress.
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school adminis- 610 37.6 434 37.1
tration for making changes,
24, Going to meeting of the school board. 561 33.5 434 36.1

dN=Number of parents responding to individual item,
Frequency of Participation = The number of

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents

calculating the percentage,

For Rank, TPM=Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least.

d
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parents taking part in activities sometimes or often,
taking part in the individual activity with missing data excluded in
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Number of Children in Family

Table

Under 3 Children in Family

3 or More Children in Family

(N=1739) (N=1272)
Suggestions
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of} Adjusted
Agreementd |Frequency | Rank [Agreementd |Frequen Rank
(Percent)c (Percent -

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 1533 88.7 4 1125 89.7 4
could be involved,

2. Making parents feel more weicome in the school. 1575 91.4 2 1168 93.0 2

3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects 1546 89.7 3 1136 90.7 3
being taught,

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 1499 87.0 8 1094 87.2 9
and school staff can get to know each other better.

5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be 1519 88.4 7 1111 88.8 6
involved,

6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 1386 80.5 9 1049 83.9 10
their children.

7. Helping students understand that having their 1529 88.6 5 1110 88.7 7
parents involved is important.

8. Giving parents more information about children's 1594 92.3 1 1174 93.5 1
success in school,

9. Planning more school activities at times when 1524 88.5 6 1101 87.5 8
working parents can come.

10. Having more activities which include children, 1528 88.7 4 1123 89.3 5
parents and teachers, ’

aN-Number of parents responding to individual item.

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggéstﬂon.

calculating the percentage.
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CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with ReasSons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School
Compared by Number of Children in Family

Under 3 Children in Family 3 or More Children in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Reasons
(Total N=3103)a Frequency of| Adjusted Frequency of| Adjusted
Agreementb Frequency Rank |Agreementb Frequency Rank
(Percent)c (Percent)c
1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken 1371 81.3 1 997 81.7 1
in high school,
2. The schools are too far away, 332 19.8 10 288 23.7 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 469 28.0 9 386 32.0 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school 1247 75.3 2 931 77.1 2
as much,
5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 701 42.1 8 539 44.4 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Children do not want their parents involved when 978 59.1 5 693 57.6 6
they get to high school, :
7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 760 46.1 7 627 52.1 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences, 1108 69.5 3 849 70.8 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 1085 68.2 4 822 69.4 4
parents,
10. High school princibals do not encourage parent 862 54.9 6 696 59.5 5
involvement in the school.

aN=Number of parents responding to individual item.

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the reason,
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual decision with missing data excluded in
calculating the percentage,
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN (MEANS)
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Number of Children

Under 3 Children 3 or More Children
in Family in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Statements -
(Total N=3103)3 Rankd Rankd
¥b I spe Xb | spc
SA| SD SAM} SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. 3.426 | 593 | 5 3.422]1 .591
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school, 2.492 | .785 | 4 2.546] .793
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. 2.084 | .805 3 |2.154] .851 2
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents, 2.860 | .741 2.892] .752
5. Principals should be in charge of detting parents invoived in the school. 2.674 | .770 2.7051 .769
6. I want teacher to send more information home about classroom jearning 3.309 { .596 3.285] .604
activities.
v« I usually feel at ease when I visit the school. 3.291 | .683 3.253| .666 |
8. 1 have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading, math, [2.446 | .845 5 12.541] .826 5
and writing,
9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school decisions. 2.168 | .800 4 12.273] .819 4
10. T should make sure that my children do their homework. 3.642 | .569 | 2 3.622} .548] 2
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities.® 2.057 | .882 2 12.225] .913 3
12. 1 would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do, 2.880 | .788 2.948| .742
13. I should have the final word in decisfons about my children's education. 2.906 | .810 2.930f .817
14. 1 cooperate with my children's teachers.® 3.595 | .529 | 3 3.499] .564] 3

o

a N-
b y=
¢ sb
dr
eIt

Number of respondents.

Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)

=Standard deviation

r Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
em included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements
about Parent Involvement Compared by Number of Children

Under 3 Children 3 or More Children
in Family in Family
(N=1739) (N=1272)
Statements
(Total N=3103)2 Rankd Rankd
Xb | spc | ¥ | spc
SA} SD SAM] SDM
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in my children's school. [3.435 | .585 3.375} .599{ 4
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education.e 3.730 | .470 ] 1 3.668] .481] 1
17. T have little to do with my children's success in school, 1.551 | .742 1 |1.662] .803 1
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions.® 3.307 | .633 3.320{ .614}] 5
19. School districts should make rtles for involving parents.e 2.809 | .848 2.930] .819
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.e 2.888 | .896 2.920| .831
N=Number of respondents.
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
=Standard deviation
r Rank, SAM=strongly agree most , SDM=strongly disagree most
em included in 1985 survey only 465
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions
about Parent Involvement Compared by Number of Children

Under 3 Children 3 or More Children
in Family in Family
Decisions (N=1739) (N=1272)
(Total N=3103)a
xb SDC  |Rank| xb SDC  |Rank

1. Amount of homework assigned. 4,151 1.024 3 14.238 .945 3
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 4.259 1.007 1 14.297 .947 2
3. Selecting school textbooks and other learning materials. 3.884 1.095 7 13.965 [1.085 7
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 3.934 1.198 5 14.082 |1.136 5
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning, 4,213 1.005 2 14.313 .951 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.292 1.326 |12 |3.417 {1.327 {13
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job, 3.913 1.149 6 |3.966 |[1.161 6
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 3.701 1.176 8 [3.819 {1.103 9
9. Firuag principal and teachers. 3.121 1.353 |13 |3.280 J1.353 |14
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school, 3.455 1.310 {11 |3.613 |1.260 |12
11. Making school desegregation plans, 3.587 1.336 9 |3.648 [1.306 |10
12. Setting school behavior rules, 4.113 1.040 4 14.127 |1.016 4
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children,d 3.890 1.153 6 3.946 |1.178 8
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d 3.532 1.300 {10 13.625 {1.284 |11

a N=Number of respondents

b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)

C Sh=Standard deviation

d Item included in 1985 survey only




Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interests in Parent Involvement Roles

Compared by Number of Children

468

469

Under 3 Children 3 or More Children
Roles in Family in Family
(Total N=3103)a
xb SDC  |Rank] xb SDC  |Rank
1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator, 3.424 1.465 7 13.535 [1.408 7
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other jobs.
2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for 4,444 .873 3 }4.380 .918 3
example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.
3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other educa- [4.550 .819 2 14.529 .848 2
tional activities.
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to school 4,717 .627 1 |4.692 .616 1
performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for changes 14,114 1.024 4 14,144 }1.054 5
in rules or practices in the school or school system,
6. Co-lLearner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals 4,105 1.037 5 [4.151 [1.057 4
where everyone learns more about children and education,
7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or govern- {4.016 1.123 6 |14.039 ]1.113 6
ing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or committees,
@ N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to § (definitely interested)
C SD=Standard deviation




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared by Mumber of Children

Under 3 Children 3 or More Children
in Family in Family
Activities
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd
xb | spe xb | spc
TPM| TPL TPM] TPL |
|
1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher 1.806 |1.187 1.84111.184
aide, cafeteria help, etc.
?. Helping children with homework. 3.581 | .744| 2 3.541] .793) 2
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. 3.522 | .676] 4 3.442| .723] &
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school., 3.762 | .541] 1 3.708] .606] 1
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children at home. 2.658 [1.169 2.52411.191
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund 3.322 | .972 3.198{1.039
raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story 2.349 }1.191 2.182}1.165
teliing, reading, m.:h games, etc,
8. Helping in the school, for example, the 1{drary, reading center, playground,|2.305 |1.239 2.186]1.210
lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to 2.921 |1.132 2.858]1.135
parties,
10. Going]to workshops or other such educational activities for parents at the (2,609 [1.180 2.580{1.207
school,
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 2.478 |1.215 2.436]1.233

=
i

mber of respondents

tandard deviation

r Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table _

Mean Response ard Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared by Number of Children

Under 3 Children

3 or More Children

in Family in Family
Itenis Rank Rank
X SD X SD
TPM} TPL TPM] TPL
12. Taking part in PTA meetings, 3.382 | .911) 5 3.298] .982} 5
13. Planning the school budget. 1.775 |1.103 (5)]1.805]1.114 (5)
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 1.624 | .995 (4)]1.601( .986 (4)
15. Helping childran learn with materials at home. for example, games, 3.350 | .892 3.292) .923
magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries, art [3.209 | .920 3.102] .974
galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through community groups 1ike neighborhood 2.397 |1.201 2.383]11.189
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAAGP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike Title I, Foilow Through, [1.797 |1.055 1.902]1.124
ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for exampi2, assistant teacher, room clerk,|1.537 |1.029 2 11.538]1.016 2
nurse, health aide, etc,
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs. 1.585 | .980 3 |1.560{ .959 3
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals, 1.308 | .783 1 11.334| .815 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress, 3.587 | .753] 3 3.547| 7181} 2
23. Giving ideas to the school board or school administration for making changes}{2.074 |1.128 2.027|1.117
24. Going to meeting of the school board. 1.986 |1.10S 2.04811.143
3 N=Number of respondents
b x=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C Sh=Standard deviation
d E:"j Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least 473
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Mumber of Children

Under 3 Children 3 or More Children

Suggestions in Family in Family

(Total N=3103)a (N=1739) (N=1272)

xb SDC |Rank| X s |Rank
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved, 4,138 .765 9 (4.207 .761 9
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4.333 .724 2 14.414 .664 2
3. Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught. 4,258 .718 5 [4.296 .703 4
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff can 4,207 .800 7 14.236 .794 8
get to know each other better.

5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved. 4,195 .782 8 14.240 .765 7
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children. 4,048 .874 |10 (4.132 .847 |10

7. Helping students understand that having their parents involved is important.{4.257 .765 4 14.293 .788 5

8. Giving parents more information about children's success in school. 4,363 .697 1 [4.424 .686 1
9. Planning more school activities &% times when working parents can come. 4,253 .808 6 4.252 .828 6
10. Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers. 4,272 .765 3 [4.308 .739 3
3 N=Number of respondents
b Y=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to § (definitely would work)
C sD=Standard deviation
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Table

Hean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less
Involved at High School Compared by Number of Children

Under 3 in Chiidren | 3 or More Children

in Family in Family
Reasons (N=1739) (N-1272)
(Total N=3103)3
xb SDC  [Rank| xb SDC {Rank

1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school. 3.007 .728 1 |3.056 .753 1
2. The schools are too far away. 2.079 729 |10 [2.147 .766 ]10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.193 .718 9 |2.242 .789 9
4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much. 2.912 <769 2 [2.961 .790 2

5. Parents do not have time to be involved in schoo} activities and work at the| 2.364 .813 8 |2.414 .847 8
same time,

6. Children do not want their parents involved when they get to high school. 2.659 .840 5 [2.625 .853 6

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 2.445 .799 7 12.568 .834 7
8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 2.800 ~744 4 12.842 .776 4
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school parents. 2.803 .785 3 ]2.862 .816 3

10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement in the school. 2.618 .830 6 J2.724 .865 5

N=Number of respondents

Nu
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
=Standard deviation

a
b
c

W =<
9
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Table -

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement
Compared By Income Levels

Below 15,000 Between 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
{N=348) (N=259) (N=371)
Statements
(Total N-3103)? Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd Frequency} Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree-lFrequency of Ayree-|frequency of lgree-|fFrequency
wentb  I(Percent)c[samlsom| menth (Percent)CiSAMIsoM] mentd  (percent)c[sam]spm
1. Teachers should give me ideas ahout helping my children 340 98.3 2 251 97.7 4 358 96.8 2

with homework.

2. Teachers shoyld be in charge of getting parents involved

in the school, 260 76.2 150 59.3 in 46.6

3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work 181 53.4 q 82 32.3 q 9% 26.2 q
with parents,

4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents. 262 78.2 172 67.7 261 1.7

5. Principals should be In charge of getting parents (nvolved 269 79.8 163 64.7 248 68.5
in the school.

6. | want teachers to send wore information home about class- 335 98.2 3 243 95.3 5 334 91.0
room learning activities.

7. 1 usually feel at ease when [ visit the school . 306 90.8 228 89.4 336 91.6 5

8. 1 have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 214 62.4 5 108 42.7 5 131 35.7 5
like reading, math, and writing,

9. 1 do not have enough training to help make school decisfons. 17 52.4 3 75 29.6 3 64 17.3 3

10. 1 should make sure that my children do their homework . kk]]) °7.9 q 253 98.8 2 358 96.8 2

11. Working parents do not have time to be involved 1n school 175 50.6 2 67 26.1 2 “ 11.9 2
activities.e

AN=Number of respondents.

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,

CAd Justed frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the Individual statement with missing data excluded 1n calculating the percentage.
9For Rank, SAM=Strongly Agree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.

€item included in 190§ survey only,

480
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements About Parent Involvement
Compared By Income Levels

Below 15,000 Between 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(N=348) (N=259) (N=371)
Statements
(Total N-3103)@ Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency| Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree-!Frequency of Agree-|[Frequency of Agree-{Frequency
ment®  (Percent)c}san[som| mentd (Percent)cisaMlsnMl mentd  |(Percent)c|sam]spm

12. 1 would help my children more with homework 1f | knew what 295 86.5 215 84.6 247 67.9

to do.
13. 1 should have Lthe fina) wnrd in dectsions about my 278 81.3 169 66.0 23 64.8

children's <chools.
14. | cooperate with my children's teachers.e 330 97.6 5 250 98.0 3 357 99.5 1
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more fnvolved in my 327 95.3 241 94.5 357 95.7 3

children's school.
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best 342 99.4 H 255 99.2 1 368 99.5 1

education.®
I7. 1 have 1ittle to do with my children's success in school, 152 4.7 1 30 11.7 1 16 4.4 1
18. Parents should take part more in school decisfons.e 320 93.8 239 94.5 338 92.3 q
19. School districts should make rules for fnvolving parents.e 274 80.1 167 66.8 236 64.3
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 276 82.1 166 65.9 242 66.5

principal.e

N-Nimber of respondents,

Frequency of Agreement = The number of parents a
CAdjusted Frequency = The
9ror Rank, SAH-Strongly Ag

®Jtem included in 1945 survey only,

percent of parents responding favorably to the
ree Most and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most.

greeing or strongly agreeing with the statement,
individual statement with missing data excluded

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

fn calculating the percentage,
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Frequency and Rank Order of 'nterest in Decisions Abput Parent Involvement

RE2S CObA YARY

Tabl

e——-

Trapared By income Levels

o Below 15,000 Between 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(=348} (N=259) - (¥=371)
Decistons .
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted
of Inter-|Frequenc Rank [of Inter-|Frequenc Rank fof Inter-|Frequency | Rank
estb (Percent)c¢ estb (Percent )¢ est (Percent )¢
1. Amount of homework assigned. X6 89.2 2 210 8].4 3 321 86.5 2
7. Choosing classroom discipline methods. 296 87.3 3 209 81.3 4 312 84.8 3
3. Selecting schoo!l textbooks and other learning materials, 212 78.8 7 171 66.5 8 256 69.2 7
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 2718 81.3 6 184 n.o 7 297 81.1 5
5. Evaluating my chitd's progress. 32t 93.3 1 240 93.8 1 339 91.6 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 217 64.2 12 119 46.3 12 165 4.7 13
7. Evaluating how weli principals and teachers do their Job. 285 82.8 4 187 72.5 6 271 13.0 6
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget . 242 71.0 9 145 56.4 11 252 67.9 8
9. Fliring principal and teachers. 190 55.4 13 84 32.8 13 152 41.2 14
10. Hlaving more multicultural/bilingual education in the 210 7.8 8 157 61.3 9 203 55.0 1t
school,

Il. Making school desegregation plans, 231 68.3 10 144 57.1 10 226 61.6 10
12. Setting school hehavior rules. 284 82.8 4 215 84.6 2 04 B2.4 4
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing chil¢ -en.d 281 81.7 5 193 15.7 5 244 6.9 Y
14. Welping the schoo! decide what to teach and how.d 230 66.9 11 127 49.8 14 197 53.2 12

AN-Numbev of parents responding to individual item.
hFreqnency of Interest = the number of parents Probably interested or definitely interested in the decision.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding faverably to the individuval decision with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,
HNtem Included In 1985 survey only,
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvesant Roles
Compared by Income

Below 15,000 8etween 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(N=348} (H=259) (N=371)
Roles
(total Ne3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-IFrequency | Rank Jof fnter- Frequenc Rank lo\ inter-{Frequenc Rank
esthb (Percent)c est (Percent )¢ est (Percent )t
I. Paid School Staff - wark In the school as an aide, parent 266 76.7 6 163 64.2 7 205 55.7 7
educalor, assistant teacher, assistant Vibrarian, or other
Jobs,
2. Schgol Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist s 88.5 4 220 96.3 3 kY] 87.8 3
in events; Tor example, chaperoning a party or field trip,
taking tickets at a fund-ralsing dinner, or such activities.
3. lome Yutor - helping your childre1 at home with school work 320 92.5 1 235 92.2 2 382 92.7 2
or other educationai activities.
4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, n 90.2 2 236 92.9 1 364 98.6 1
by going to schol performances, baking for bake sales,
responding to notices from the school, etc.
5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officlals to 210 78.3 5 183 1.8 5 283 76.5 5
ask Tor changes in rules or practices in the school or
schooi system.
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers X6 89.0 3 210 8t.7 4 289 78.1 L]
and principals where everyone learns more about children
and education.
7. Decislon Maker - being on an ddvisory board, a school 259 75.3 7 m 66.5 6 216 74.6 6
commitlee, or governing board; or by glving your opinions
to these boards or committees.

AN-NHumber of parents responding to individual item.

brrequency of interest = The number of parents probably interested or definitely interested in tha role.
CAdjusted Frequency = The
ating the percentage.

485 BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Frequency and Kenk Order of Participation tnh par

Tahle .

Compared By Income Levels

ent: Involvement Activities

Below 15,000 Between 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(n=348} (N+259) (N=371)
Activities -

(Total N=3103)3 Frequency | Adfusted | Rank9 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequenc of Partic-[Frequenc of Partic-[Frequency
ipationb (Percent)<]teMjipt tpat fond (Percent)CitPu]ip ipationd (Percent)CiTPMjTP

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, 185 62.9 72 33.8 101 1.6
librarian, teacher alde, cafeteria help, etc.
7. Helping children with homework. 217 88.5 3 195 85.2 4 21 82.9 5
1. VYistting the school to see what is happening, 291 87.1 4 219 86.9 3 31 9.4 k|
4. Golng to “"open house® or special programs at school. n 9.9 1 234 91.4 1 354 97.0 1
5. Going lo classes at the school which help you teach 207 70.2 101 §7.1 116 51.8
your children st home.
6. Helping with school activities such 3s coffees, pot-luck 235 2.1 151 62.1 257 4.3
suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, 175 56.6 n mn 17 36.4
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
B. fHeiping in the school, for exawple, the library, reading 159 52.3 5 61 26.8 ilg 35.0
center, playground, tunchroom, nurse’s office, etc.
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips 215 65.2 113 45.6 200 56.5
or picnics, or to parties.
0. Going to workshops or other such educational activities 182 6!.1 93 4.7 123 3.8
for parents at the school,
1. Organizing parent volunteer ativities. 163 52.4 19 n.i 118 35.5

AN-Numher of parents responding to individual ftem.
'Trequency of Participation = ihe number of parents probably taking part in activities sometimes or often.
The p

“Adjusted Frequency = parents taking
Tor Rank, TPM-lake Part Most and TPL=Take Part Leas

ERIC

- -

ercent of
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Table L

e
.

(13

Frequency and Rank Ocder of Partictpation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared By Income Levels

8elow 15,000 8etween 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(=348} (N=259) (8=371)
Activities
(Yntal M=3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd IFrequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | rankd
of Partic-{Frequenc of Partic-|Freyuenc of Partic-[Frequency
ipation® F(Percent)c[1PM]TPLipation® |(Percent)c|TPH[TPL ipation? [(Percent)c{ipMjIPL
12. Taking part in PTA meetings. 260 6.7 175 68.9 303 82.6
13. Planning the schon! budget. 141 47.5 3 ] 11.3 2 76 25.2
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. 158 54.1 25 12.8 3 51 2.7 4
15. Hlelping children learn with materials at home, for 288 85.7 5 199 82.9 5 297 86.1 4
example, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 258 7.5 172 69.4 270 77.8
musewms, |ibraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Yorking to improve the schools tivough community groups 183 60.8 85 38.5 142 4.8
1ike neighborhood associations, church organizations,
LU AC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well schog! programs work {1ike 154 52.6 46 23.1 60 23.1 5
1itle [, Foilow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19. Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant 145 50.3 4 23 11.3 2 47 15.8 3
teacher, room clerk, nurse, health alde, etc.
20. llelping to decide how well teachers and principals do 153 52.8 32 18.0 4 36 15.1 2
their johs.
?1. Helping te hire or fire teachers and principals. 127 46.0 1 16 9.6 1 15 7.3 1

MN=Numher of parents responding to individual item.

requency of Participation = The nymber of parents
CAdjusted Frequency = The
for Rank, TPM=Take Part

Most and TPL=Take Part Least.

probably taking part in
percent of parents taking part in the individual

activities sometimes or of ten.

activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order cf Participation in Parent Involvement Activit{es

Compared By Income Levels

8elow 15,000 Between 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(n=348} (N=259) (N=371)
Activities
(Tota) N=3103)3 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd [Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rank?
of Partic-{Frequenc of Partic-[Frequenc of Partic-{Frequenc
ipation® [(percent)[1Pu]tpt [ipation® |(percentcirnlTrt ipation® {(percentic|ipu[ipL
27. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child’s Jo2 89.3 -2 223 88.1 2 334 92.8 2
progress.
23. Giving jdeas to the school board or school administration 142 46.9 2 49 22.4 5 89 28.2
for making changes,
?4. Going to meeting of the school board. 170 53.8 62 25.8 88 26.4

3§-Number of parents responding to individual {item,

rrrmmmcy of Participation = The nuwber of parerts probably taking part In activities sometimes or often,
-Ad jue
For Rank, TPM-Take Patt Most and TPL=Take Part Lecst.

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

ted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the individyal activity with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.




Table .

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreewent With Suggestions About Parent Involvement
Compared By Income Levels

T Below 15,000 Between 15,000 and 25,000 Over 25,000
(N=348) (N=259) (N=371)
Suggest fons
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency]| Adjusted
of Agree- Frequency | Rank |of Agree-lFrequency | Rank |lof Agree-|Frequency | Rank
mentd F(Percent)c mentb |(percent)c mentd | (Percant)c

1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could 314 92.4 7 203 94.2 1 3217 89.1 6
he fnvolved,

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school, 37 93.5 4 242 9.2 - 1 338 92.1 3

3. Uelping parents to better ynderstand the subjects being 318 9.1 3 234 91.4 6 333 90.7 4
taught,

4. Maving informal meetings or activities where parents and 315 93.2 5 224 87.2 7 306 83.6 9
school staff can get to know each other better,

5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be fnvolved, 302 90.1 9 236 91.8 5 315 86.1 8

6. Giving parents activities they can do at howe with their 310 92.5 6 236 92.2 3 321 87.7 7
children,

7. lelping student understand that having their parents 321 94.4 2 237 91.9 q 337 92.1 3
involved §s important.

8. Glving parents more ta%~rmation about children’s success 324 95.3 1 244 94.2 1 343 9.5 2
in school,

9. Planning more schoo! activitias at times when working K}) ] 91.5 8 240 93.0 2 344 93.7 ]
parents can come,

10. Having more activities which include children, parents and 317 93.2 5 237 91.9 q 332 90.5 5
teachers,

AN-Number of parents responding to individual 1tem,
hFrequency of Agreement- = The number of parents agreefng or strongly agreeing with the suggestions,
CAdjusted frequency = the percent of parents responding favorably to the individual suggestion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,

494

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

et e e e



hb!e____

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents

Become Less Involved at High School
Compared by fncome

Below 15,000 Between 15,000 ond 25,000 Over 25,000
(N=348} (N=259) (n=371)
Reasons
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency] Adjusted Frequency] Adjusted frequency| Adjusted
of Agree-[Frequenc Rank Jof Agrge- Frequenc Rank |of Agree-|frequenc Rank
ment® [(Percent)c ment®  |(percent)c ment? |(Percent)c
Parents may nol understand some of the courses taken in 295 88.6 1 218 88.6 1 312 86.0 1
high school. )
The schools are too far away. 143 43.9 10 57 23.2 10 95 26.5 10
There are too many teachers to talk to. 175 53.7 9 65 26.6 9 102 28.4 9
Teachers don't ask parents to be fnvolved I; school as 237 72.3 5 162 66.1 3 247 69.0 2
much.
Parents do not have time to be fnvolved in school 208 62.8 8 103 4.0 8 119 33.2 8
activities and work at the same time.
Children do not want their parents involved when they 227 69.8 6 124 51.0 7 172 48.2 7
get to high school.
Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home. 249 76.9 2 166 63.0 2 172 4.3 6
There are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 237 13.6 q 150 62.5 q 199 571.5 4
There are not as many PIA activities for high school 242 4.5 3 138 58.5 5 204 59.5 3
parents,
10. High school principals do not encourage parent involvement 211 64.7 7 129 54.0 6 165 49.3 5

in the school.

frequency of Agreement =
“Ad justed frequency

3N-Kumber of parents responding to individual item,
The numbher of parents agreeing or strongly
= The percent of parents responding favorabiy to

435

agreeln? with the reason,
the indlv
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements Ahbnut Pirent Involvement
Zompared By Year of Survey

o 1982 Survey 1985 Survey Al parents
{N=2083) {N=1020) (N=3103)
Statements r
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency Adjusted | Rankd Frequency| Adjusted Rankd Frequency| Adjusted Rankd
of Agree- Frequency of Agree- Frequency of Agree- Frequency
mentb (Percent)cfsam! spm] menth (Percent)c[samn]spm| menth (Percent)cfsam| spm
Teachers shnuld give me fdeas abnyt helping my children 1983 95.% 3 988 97.4 4 2961 96.2 4
with homework,
Teachers shnyld be fn charge of getting parents involved 852 1.5 4 611 61.0 1463 47.9
in the schont.
Teachers haye enough to do withnut also having to work 466 22.6 2 379 37.¢ 4 845 27.8 2
with parentq,
Teachers need tn b~ trained for wnrking with parents. 1488 71.4 77 72.1 2205 12.7
5. Principals should be In charge nf getting parents involved 1124 55.4 5 707 71.3 1831 60.6
in the schonl,
6. 1 want teachers to send more informat{ion home about clase. 1908 93.2 q 948 94,7 2856 93.7
rnom learning activities,
7. 1 usually feel at edse when | visit the school, 1886 91.6 5 906 $0.9 2792 91.3
8. 1 have 3 hard time teaching some skills to my children 1056 51,2 5 474 47.3 5 1530 49.3 5
like reading, math, and writing,
9. 1 dn nnt haye enough training to help make school decisions. 705 3.6 3 332 33.2 3 1037 KL 4
10. 1 should make sure that my children do their homework, 2018 97.2 ’ 986 97.8 3 3001 97.4 3
1. Working parents do not have time to be involved In school - ———- 297 29.4 2 297 29.4 3
activitjes.e

IN-Number of respondents,
frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement .
CAcjusted Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual statement with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
fnr Rank, SA4-Strongly Agree Most and SPH=Strongly Disagree Most,
®1tem included in 1995 survey only,
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY INCOME (MEANS)




Table __
Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Income Level
BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
(N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
Statements
(Total N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | soc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM| SDM
1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my 3.532| .544] 3 3.572f .55%{ 3 3.476] .625] 5
children with homework. ‘
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents 3.038] .756 2,696] .839 2.515] .802
fnvolved in the school. .
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to 2.605) .931 2.150{4.872 4 12.063] .796 4
work with parents.
4. Teachers need to be trained for working with parents.|3.060{ .791 2.787| .792 2.871} .780
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents 3.003} .709 2.774] .799 2.776] .782
involved in the school,
6. I want teachers to send more fnformation home about |3.443] .532| 5 3.396} .605] 5 3.278§ .660
classroom learning activities.
7. 1 usually feel at ease when I visit the school, 3.228] .649 3.243] .701 3.289] .704
8. I have a hard time teaching some skills to my 2.735} .953 2.37215.852 5 ]2.202] .838 5
children 1ike reading, math, and writing.
9. I do not have enough training to help make school 2.536] .925 7.13813.792 3 |1.846| .752 3
decisions, .
10. 1 should make sure that my children do their 3.663} .548] 1 3.754] .4911 1 3.732] .571} 2
homework,
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
€ Item included in 1985 survey only




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Income Level

BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
(N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
Statements
(Tota! N=3103)a Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM| SDM
11. Working parents do not have time to be involved in 2.532] .957 2.105}2.839 2 11.775] .745 2
school activities.®
12. T would help my children more with homework if I 3.217) .771 3.055| .720 2.777] .818
knew what to do.,
13. I should have the final word in decisions about my 3.099] .7711 2.840| .864 2.825] .886
children's education,
14. I cooperate with my children's teachers.e 3.491) .557| 4 3.549] .579] 4 3.621} .508] 3
15. I should be responsible for getting more involved in {3.376| .584 3.392| .694 3.534) .571| 4
my children's school.
16. I want to spend time helping my children get tne best]3.654| .488| 2 3.704| .474] 2 3.749] .459] 1
education.e
17. 1 have little to do with my children's success in 2.253}1.087 1 |1.619] .802 1 11.439] .624 1
school,
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions.® [3.367] .626 3.289{ .577 3.301| .647
19. School districts should make rules for involving 3.070{ .763 2.784] .851 2.733] .859
parents,e .
20. I should help evaluate my children's teachers and 3.125| .782 2.794] .859 2.775] .920
principal.e
=Number of respondents
=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1} (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
D=Standard deviation
or Rank, SAM=Strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most
tem included in 1985 sirvey only
o903
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Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Cozpared by Income level

BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
Decisiens (N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
(Total N=3103)a
xb sDC | Rank| xb sDC | Rank| xb SOC | Rank
1. Amount of homework assigned. 4,437} .718] 3 4,360} .911 2 14.375 .893 2
2. Choosing ciassroom discipline methods. 4.451] .781] 2 4.335] .913 3 14.340 .986 3
3. Selecting school textbooks and cther learning 4.130] .901| 8 3.848¢ 1.120 8 13.884 | 1.124 7
materials,
4. Placing my children in Special Education. 4.158] 1.049{ 6 4.098f 1.202 5 (4.311 | 1.147 4
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning, 4.648] .667] 1 4.652 .703 1 |4.559 .708 1
6. Hiring principal and teachers. 3.757} 1.151; 13 3.226) 1.373] 13 {3.225 | 1.370] 13
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 4.244] 912 5 3.942] 1.226 7 13.933 | 1.182 6
their job.
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. 4.015| 1.016} 10 3.580] 1.180} 10 {3.822 | 1.139 8
9. Firing principal and teachers. 3.478] 1.265f 14 2.9261 1.334| 14 {3.100 | 1.363] 14
10. Having more multicultural /bilingual education in the 4.133] 1.042} 7 3.711 1.266 9 13.412 | 1.429] 11
school,
11. Making school desegregation plans. 3.831] 1.195| 12 3.567| 1.324] 11 [3.640 | 1.389] 10
12, Setting school behavior rules. 4.2591 .973| 4 4.240f 1.007 4 14,111 | 1.041 5
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing 4.061] 1.001! 9 4.024] 1.146 6 |3.741 | 1.291 9
children.d
14, Helping the school decide what to teach and how,d 3.892} 1.189] 11 3.431}1 1.264] 12 |3.376 | 1.362 12

N=Number of respondents

X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to § (definitely interested)
Sh=Standard deviation
It

em included in 1985 survey only
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Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Role-

Table

Compared by Income Level

Roles
(Total N=3103)a

BELOW 15,000

(N=348)

BETWEEN 15,000 and

25,000 (N=259)

OVER 25,000
(N=371)

xb

sbc

Rank

xb

sbc

Rank

xb sbc

Rank

Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide,
parent educator, assistant teacher, assistant
librarian, or other jobs.

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to
assist in events; for example, chaperoning a party
or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-raising
dinner, or such activities.

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with
school work or other educational activities,

Audience - supporting your child in school, for
exampTle, by going to school performances, baking for
bake sales, responding to notices from the school,
etc.

Advocate - meeting with schoo?! board or other
offictals to ask for changes in rules or practices
in the school or school system,

Co-Learner - going to ciasses or workshups with -
teachers and principals where everyone learns more
about children and education.

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a
school committee, or governing board; or hy giving
your opinions to these boards or committees.

4.003

4.287

4.590

4.432

4.200

4.305

4.099

.996

.864

.726

.747

.978

.849

1.008

7

3.689

4.310

4.612

4.598

3.937

4.233

3.751

1.334

.953

. 775

757

1.138

1.038

1.228

7

3.316} 1.457

4.336] .995

4.634] .769

4.799{ .509

4.102} 1.070

4.078] 1.110

3.995] 1.171

a
b
c

N=Number of respondents
X
S

N
Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not interested) to 5 (definitely interested)

Standard deviation
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities

Compared by Income Level

BELOW 15,000 BETHEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
(N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a RANKd ,
xb | spc xb xb | spc
TPM| TPL
Working as full time paid staff, for example, 2.534|1.164 1.953 1.909]1.242
teacher, 1ibrarian, teacher aide, cafeteria help,
etc.
Helping children with homework. 3.441] .850| 1 3.362 3.34711.048
Visiting the school to see what is happening. 3.350] .779| 3 3.270 3.445) .697
Going to "open house" or special programs at school, |3.333} .714] 4 3.504 3.767] .501
Going to classes at the schonl which help you teach |2.803|1.034 2.548 2.464]1.144
your children at home.
Helping with school activities such as coffees, 2.954]1.124 2.724 3.069]1.G61
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc,
Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, [2.450/1.163 1.991 2.08711.188
for example, story telling, reading, math games, etc.
Helping in thehschool, for example, the library, 2.41411.232 1.794 1.99111.194
reading center, playground, lunchroom, nurse's
office, etc,
Going with children and teachers on school field 2.694}1.164 2.242 2.55911.189
trips or picnics, or to parties.

N=Number of respondents
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1| (never take part) to 4 (often take part)

Standard deviation
or Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least

009




Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Particfpation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Income Level

BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
(N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a RANKd RANKd RANKd
xb | spc xb | spc xb | spc ;
TPM| TPL TPM] TPL TPM| TPL
10. Going to workshops or other such educatioral 2.691]1.244 2.178]1.168 2.263{1.090
activities for parents at the school.
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. 2.39511.205 1.93511.132 2.10811.148
12, Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.08811.045 2.92111.045 3.300f .882f 5
13. Planning the school budget, 2.21211.188 2 11.418) .812 3 11.751]1.078 5
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in school. 2.42811.286 1.418f .812 1.606( .991] 4
15. Helping children Tearn witi: materials at home, for 3.265] .870 3.283] .912] 4 3.336f .897| 4
exaniple, games, magazines, books, etc.
16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, 13.033{1.02% 2.871]1.087 3.092|1.007
museums, libraries, art galleries, etc.
17. Working to improve the schools through communfty 2.558]1.149 2.090|1.214 2.372(1.240
groups 1ike neighborhood associations, church organi-
zations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.
18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike 2.386]1.146 1.643] .989 1.750{1.041
Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
19, Working as part time paid staff, for example, assis- }2.340{1.308 5 11.368] .835 2 11.4581 .965 3
tant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.

Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
=Standard deviation

r Rank, TPM-take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table ___

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Income Level

BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
(N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
Activities
(Total N=3103)a RANKd RANKd RANKd
spc xb | spc spc
TPM] TPL TPM] TPL TPM
20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals 1.187} . 4 .975 4 .879
do their jobs, :
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and priucipals. 2.210]1.304 1 ]1.301} .742 1 11.234) .652 1
22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your 3.373] .784] 2 3.447] .914] 2 3.692| .686 \

child's progress.

23. Giving ideas to the school board or gchool adminis- |2.300/1.273 3 }1.626] .970 5 11.877{1.051
tration for making changes.

24. Going to meeting of the school board. 2.370}1.154 1.7171{1.044 1.829]1.080

-

N=Number nf respondents

Mean response, using & four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
=Standard deviation

r Rank, TPM=take part most, TFi=take part least

D
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Income Level

514

BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
Suggestions (N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
(Total N=3103)a
xb SDC | Rank| xb SDC | Rank| Xxb SDS | Rank
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they 4.350| .739 9| 4.353] .645 9| 4.283] .780 8
could be involved,
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school. 4.522| .645 2| 4.471] .656 51 4.444] ,695 5
3. Helpina parents to better understnd the subjects 4.408] .666 7] 4.473] .719 4 1 4.368] .708 6
being taught,
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents 4.479] .752 4 14.339] .779] 10 | a.224| .s810l 10
and school staff can get to know each other better.
5. Asking parents in what ways they would like to be 4.331] .739} 10| 4.397] .700 8 | 4.306] .793 7
involved,
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with 4.4241 .750 6 | 4.414] .681 71 4.,276] .796 9
their children,
7. Helping students understand that having their 4.438| .660 5] 4.504] .713 3} 4.488) .697 4
parents involved is important.
8. Giving parents more information about children's 4.574] .689 1| 4.580] .614 11 4.529| .660 1
success in school,
9. Planning more school activities at times when 4.400| .805 8 | 4.523] .673 2 | 4.496] .716 3
working parents can come.
10. Having more activities which include children, 4.485} .667 31 4.469] .739 6 | 4.450| .726 2
parents and teachers.
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
€ Sh=5tandard deviation
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents
Become Less Involved at High School Compared by Income Level

BELOW 15,000 BETWEEN 15,000 and OVER 25,000
( R?a;02i03)a (N=348) 25,000 (N=259) (N=371)
Tota =

xb SDC | Rank| xb SDC | Rank| xb SDC | Rank

1. Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in 3.366] .722 1] 3.248) .692 1] 3.121] .730 1
high school,

2. The schools are too far away. 2.4971 .851f 10 | 2.195| .830 9| 2.178] .809 9

3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.635] .880 | 9| 2.156 .8271 10 | 2.173] .761]l 10

4, Teaﬁhers don't ask parents to be involved in school as 2.9631 .915 4 | 2.759] .851 4 | 2.827] .7187 2
much,

5. Parents do not have time to be involved in school 2.722] .935 8 | 2.449] .884 8 | 2.226] .831 8
activities and work at the same time.

6. Children do not want their parents involved when they 2.908] .967 51 2.527] .883 71 2.459] .885 7

7. Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home, 2.9911 .881 31 2.799| .854 2] 2.478f .883 6

8. There are not as many parent/teacher conferences, 2.904| .828 6 | 2.783] .820 3| 2.616] .823 q

9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 3.003f .880 2] 2.708§ .843 51 2.676] .829 3
parents,

10. High school principals do not encourage parent involve- 2.804] ,904 71 2.619] .866 6 | 2.570{ .872 5

ment in the school,

N=Number of respondents

X
S

O T

N
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)

N=Standard deviation
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SECONDARY ANALYSIS OF RESPONSES
COMPARED BY YEAR OF SURVEY (PERCENT)




€ltem Included

Frequency and mank Order of Agreement

BE2L CObA YAVITVITE

Table _—

with Statements About Parent

-

of parents responding favorably
For Rank, sAm-

Strongly Agree Most

and SDM=Strongly Disagree Most,
in 1985 Survey only,

with the Statement,
fdual statement

Involvement
Compared By Year of Swvey
1982 Survey 1985 Survey Al Parents
{N=2083) {N=1020) {N=3103)
Statements
(Total N=3103)2 Frequency Adjusted | pankd Frequency Adjusted | Ranid Frequency Adjusted | Rankd
of Agree- Frequenc of Agree- Frequenc of Agree- Frequency
mentd  [(percent)c SOM| mentb  {(Percent)c[san SOM mentb  I(percent)c [san SOM
12. 1 would hetp My children more with homework 1f | kney what 1499 1.3 788 79.0 2287 15.9
to do.
13. 1 should have the final word in decisfons aboyt my 1394 69.9 s 1.2 2109 70.3
children's schools,
14, 1 cooperate with my children's teachers, e ——-- ~—-- 985 98.3 2 985 98.3 2
15. 1 should he responsible for getting more fnvolved tn my 1955 95.7 964 95.7 5 2919 95.7 5
children’s school,
16. ¢ want to spend time helping my children get the best ———- - 1004 99.3 1 1004 99.3 1
education,e
1.1 have 1ittte to do with my children's success in school, 115 5.6 1 207 20.7 [} 322 10.6 1
18. Parents shoyld take part more tn school decisions,e ~——— ——— 93t 93.3 931 93.3
19. Schoo! districts shoyld make rules for fnvolving parents, e - - 704 70.5 704 70.5
20. 1 shoyld help evalyate my children's teachers and ———— ——— 710 71.8 710 7.8
principat,e
3N-Number of respondents
Frequency of Mgreement » The nusher of parents d9reeing or stron
CAdjusted Frequency = The percent

with missing data excluded §n calculating the percentage,
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Table -

Freguency and Rank Order of Interest fn Decisfons About Parent Involvement
Compared By Year of Survey

1982 Survey 1985 Survey A1) Parents
(N=2083) {N=1020) (N=3103)
Pecisions

(Intal N-3103) Frequency] Adjusted Freguency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Inter-Ifrequency | Rank [of Inter-fFrequency | Rank |of Inter- Frequency | Rank

estd  I(percent)c estd  (Percent)c estb  [(Percent)c
1. Amount of homework assfigned. 1589 17.2 3 870 85.8 2 2459 80.1 4
2. Chnosing classroom discipline methods. 1590 82.4 1 854 84.9 3 2544 83.2 1
3. Selecting scheo! texthooks and other Tearning materfals, 1434 69.7 6 127 71.7 8 2161 70.4 8
4. Placing my chiléren §n Spectal Education, 1366 66.6 7 793 78.9 5 2159 70.7 7
5. Evaluating my child's progress. 1571 16.7 4 939 92.8 1 2510 82.1 2
6. Niring principal and teachers, 1004 49.0 11 524 52.1 13 1528 50.0 13
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their Job, 1442 70.2 5 176 76.5 6 2218 72.3 6
8. Oeciding what's mnst important for thé school budget, 1335 65.2 8 666 65.9 9 2001 65.4 9
9. Firing principal and teachers. 896 42,6 12 445 «.2 14 1342 43.8 14
10. Having more multicultural /bi1ingual education In the 1076 52.6 10 657 64.9 10 1733 56.7 12

schnol,

11. Haking schon) desegregation plans. 1236 61.3 9 624 62.6 11 1860 61.7 10
12. Setting schoo! behavior rules. 1652 80.9 2 831 82.5 4 2483 81.4 3
13. Setting school rules for grading and passing children.d ——— -—-- 748 74.1 7 148 74.1 5
14. Helping the school decide what to teach and how.d ——-- -—- 576 57.0 12 576 57.0 n

AN-Number of parents responding to individual ftem.
he number of parents probably interested or definitely interested in the decision.

Frequency of Interest = 1
CAd justed frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the Individual deciston with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage,
ditem included in 1985 survey only,
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Table _

Compared by Year of Survey

Frequency and Rank Order of Interest in Parent Involvement Roles

LT e ) h 1982 Survey T -fbas Survey ) "163']iﬁi§ﬁi{'°"""'
(M=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
Roles —————— — —_ e e
(Total N=3103)2 frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Freyuency| Adjusted |
of Inter-{frequency | Rank [of Inter- Frequency | Rank Jof Inter- Frequency } Rank
est (Percent)t est (Percent)C estd (Percent)C
1. Pa1d School Staft - work In the school s5 an aide. parent | 1159 56.8 7 565 |  65.8 71 182 9.8 | 7
educator, assTstant teacher, assistant librarian, or other
Jobs,
2. School Proyram Supporte: - coming to the school to assist 1865 91.3 2 888 87.7 3 2753 9.1 3
In events; Tor example, chaperoning a party or field trip,
taking tickets at a fund-raising dinner, or such activities,
3. lome Tutor - helping your children at home with school work 1849 90.5 3 934 92.5 2 2783 91.2 2
or other educational activities.
4. Mudience - supporting your child in school, for example, 1981 96.9 1 948 93.9 1 2929 95.9 1
by yoThy te schol performances, baking for bake sales,
responding to notices from the school, etc,
5. AMdvocate - meeting with school board or other offictals to 1623 79.1 4 760 75.1 ) 2383 77.8 5
a5k Tor changes in rules or practices in the school or
school system.
6. Co-Learner - yoing to classes or workshops with teachers 1614 78.5 5 840 82.9 4 2454 80.0 q
and princTpals where everyone learns more about children
and education,
7. Decision Maker - beiny on an advisory board, a school 1556 75.8 6 Ik} 72.2 6 2287 14,6 6
committee, or gaverning board; or by giving your opinions
to these hoards or committees. i

34-Numher of parents responding to indi={dual ftem,

"rroquency of Interest = The number of parents probabl

y interested or definitely fnterested in the role.

“Adjusted frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual role with missing data excluded in cdlculating the percentage,
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Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Aciivities
Compared By Year of Survey

1982 Survey 1985 Survey A Parents
(N'ZOBJ) (N=1020) (N=3103)
Activities
{1otal N-3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-iFrequency of Partic-|Frequency
Ipationd  [(Percent)c|ipM]ipt]ipationd (Percent)CTPM|TPL 1pationt [(Percent)c|TrM]TPL
1. Working as fuli time pald staff, for example, teacher, 475 25.2 L) 372 43.4 847 30.9
Hbrarian, teacher atae, cafeterfa help, etc.
?. MNelping chifdren with homework., 1895 94.9 2 179 85.4 4 2674 92.0 2
3. Visiting the schooi to see what is happening. 1821 92.7 3 877 88.7 3 2768 91.4 3
4. Going Lo "open house” or special programs at school, 1986 97.3 1 933 92.¢ 1 2919 95.8 }
5. Going to classes at the school which help you teach 704 55.1 444 60.7 1140 57.2
your chifdren at home,
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck 1736 86.0 5 664 69.4 2400 80.7
suppers, fund raising, etc.
7. Helping teachers with classroom 12arning activities, 819 45.4 375 2.5 1194 4.5
for example, story teiling, reading, math games, etc.
8. Heiping in the school, for example, the Vibrary, reading 878 46.4 350 38.7 1228 43.9
center, playground, Tunchroom, nurse's office, etc.
9. Goling with children and teachers on scheol field trips 1503 75.3 548 56.5 2051 69.2
or picnics, or to parties,
0. Going to workshops ¢r other such educational activities 990 61.0 415 50.7 1405 51.5
for parents at the school.
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities, 1130 57.4 n 40.9 1501 52.2

aN-Number of parents responding to individual item,
blroquency of Participation = The numher of parents probably taking part fin activities sometimes or often,
CAd Justed Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the indfvidyal activity with missing data excluded 1n calculating the percentage,
9or Rank, TPM-Take Part Most and TPL=Take Part Least,
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Table

Frequency and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared 8y Year of Survey

T ) 1982 Survey -“r-_—— 1985 Survey AN Par.e-;l.t's—- 1
{#=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
Activities _
(Total ¥=3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd
of Partic-|Frequenc of Partic-lFrequency of Partic-IFrequency
ipationd I(Percent)<{1eu[TPL|1pat 1ond (Percent)C|TPMITPL]1pation® ](Percent)c|TpH]TrL
12. TakIng past In PIA meot Ings, 1738 85.7 155 75.8 2494 82.4 |s | |
13. Planning the schoo! budget. 485 26.4 251 29.7 3 736 21.4 5
1 14, tielping to plan what will be taught in the school. 299 16.9 4 243 3.7 q 542 21.4 q
15. Helping chiidren learn with materials at home, for 1715 85.6 810 84.6 5 2526 85.3 q

example, games, magazines, books, etc.

16. Takinyg children to places of interest, for example, 1702 84.7 123 74.8 2425 81.5
miseums, 1ibraries, art ygallerfes, etc.

17. Working to impiove the schools through comunity groups 929 49.4 424 48.5 1353 9.1
like neighborhood associations, church oryanizations,
LULAC, NAACP, etc.

18. Uelping decide how well school proyrams work (1tke 476 26.0 5 212 3.6 748 28.6
Title 1, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)

19. Working as part time paid staff, -for example, assistant 309 16.4 3 223 21.0 2 532 19.2 2
teacher, room clerk, nyrse, heatth alde, etc.

20. Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do 25 15.4 2 231 31.3 5 506 20.1 3

3N-Mmber of parents responding to individual ftem,
frequency of Participation = The number of parents probably taking part in actfvitfes sometimes or often.

CAdjusted Frequency = The percent of parents taking part in the Individual activity with missing data excluded in calculating the vercentaye,
for Rank, TPK-Take Part Most and TPL«Take Part Least.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Participaiion in Parent Invoivement Activitfes

Compared By Year of Survey

1982 Survey

1985 Survey

A1 Parents

(N=2083) (N=1020) (n=3103)
Activities
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd |Frequency | Adjusted | Rankd Frequency | AdJusted | Rankd
of Partic-|{Frequency of Partic-|Frequency of Partic-|frequency
Ipationd |(Percent)c{rpM]1pL ipatfond |(Percent)c|TPM[1pL]ipat fond (Percent)Cc}IPM|TPL
21. Helping to hire or fire teachers and principais, 104 5.9 1 167 24.6 1 211 11.0 1
22. Going to parent/teacher confere..cas about your child's 1847 92.1 4 890 89.9 2 2737 91.4 3
progress.
23. Giving ideas to the schoo) board or schoo! administration 778 39.3 291 33.2 1069 37.4
for making changes.
?4. Goling to meeting of the school hoard. 696 34,5 332 35.9 1028 3.9

3§-Number of parents responding to individual §tem,
bFrequency of Participation = The number of parents
CAd justed frequency = The percent of
9For Rank, TPM-Take Part Most and [PL=Take Part teast.

5924

probably taktn
parents taking part in the in

dividual activity

g part In activities sometimes or often,
with missing data excluded {n catculating the percentage.
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Table .

Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement Nith Suggestions About Parent Involvement
Compared By Year of Survey

(- 1982 Suivey 1985 Survey Al Parents
{N=2082} {N=1020) (N=3103)
Suggestions
(Total N-3103)2 Frequency! Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Freguency| Adjusted
of Agree-|Frequency | Rank lof Agree-lFrequency | Rank [of Agree- [Frequency | Rank
mentd I (percent)c mentd l(percent)c mentd |(percent)c
1. Sending more information to parents about ways they could 1799 88.0 5 920 91.5 7 2719 89.1 4
he fnvolved.
2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school, 1870 91.6 2 934 23.0 2 2804 92.1 2
3. Welping parents to hetter understand the subjects being 1818 89.2 3 924 92.2 5 2742 90.2 3
taught.
4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and 1768 86.6 e 883 88.1 10 2651 87.1 8
schnol taff can get to know each other better,
5. Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to be involved, 1800 88.4 4 891 89.2 9 2691 88.7 6
6. Giving parents activities they can do at home with their 1588 17.8 10 905 90.7 8 2493 82.1 9
chiidren,
7. Helping student understand that having their parents 1766 86.7 7 934 92.9 k} 2700 88.7 6
fnvolved s important,
R. Giving parents more information about children's success 1880 92.0 1 951 94.6 Tl 2831 92.9 1
fn school,
!
9. Planning more school activities at times when working 1750 85.9 9 933 92.7 4 2683 88.1 7
parents can come,
10. Hlaving more activities which include chiidren, parents and 1785 87.5 6 925 91.9 6 2710 8y.0 5
teachers,

IN-Number of parents responding to individual item.
frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or strongly agreeing with the suggestions,
CAdjusted Frequency = Thé percent of parents responding favorably to the individual suggestion with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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Frequency and Rank Order of Agreement with Rleasons Why Parents

Bzcome Less Involved at High School
Compared by Year of Survey

F 1662 Survey 1985 Survey A Parents
{N=2083) {N=1020) (N=3103)
Redsons
{Total N=3103)2 frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted Frequency| Adjusted
of Agree-IFrequency | Rank Jof Agree-1frequency | Rank Jof Agree-Frequency | Rank
mentd {Percent)c menth {Percent)c menth {Percent)c
1. Parents may not understand scme of the courses taken in 1550 78.3 2 856 87.6 1 2406 81.4 1
high school.
7. The schools are too far zway. 330 16.7 9 307 31.8 10 637 21.7 10
3. There are too many teachers to talk to. 522 26.5 8 358 37.1 9 880 30.0 9
4. Treachers don't ask parents to be {nvolved in school as 1552 79.6 1 669 69.2 2 2221 76.1 2
much,
5. Parents do not have time to he fnvolved in school 1] 41.6 7 452 46.6 8 1268 43.2 8
activities and work at the same time.
6. Chitdren do not want their parents involved when they 1163 59.6 5 539 56.1 7 1702 58.4 5
get to high schoo!.
7. Parents can't Yeave smaller children alone at home. 809 41.6 7 614 64.0 5 1423 49.0 7
B. here are not as many parent/teacher conferences. 1388 73.0 3 609 64.6 4 1997 70.2 3
9. There are not as many PTA activities for high school 1340 70.9 L) 608 64.7 3 1948 68.9 4
parents,
10. High school principals do not encourage parent fnvolvement 1061 57.2 6 528 56.4 6 1589 57.0 6

in the school.

N-Number of parents responding to individual ftem.
frequency of Agreement = The number of parents agreeing or stronqly agreefng with the reason,
“Ad justed Frequency = The percent of parents responding favorably to the individual reason with missing data excluded in calculating the percentage.
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pry Y=

Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements abori Parent Involvement
Compared by Year of Survey

T

1982 1985 ALL
Statements (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM | SDM

Teachers should give me ideas about helping|3.387| .s598| 3 3.517 | .580 4 3.430}.595 1

my children with homework.

Teachers should be in charge of getting 2.399 .749 ¢ |2.756 | .831 2.517].795

parents involved in school.

Teachers have enough to do without also 2.031} .772 2 12.285 | .906 4 12.114,.827 2
having to work with parents.

Teachers need to be trained for working 2.864] .719 2.907 | .799 2.878}.746

with parents,

Principals should be in charge of getting [2.607] .7%8 2.858 | .770 2.690].771

parents involved in tne school,

I want teachers to send more information 3.264} .594| 5§ 3.368 | .609 3.2981.601

home about classroom learning activities.

I usually feel at ease when I visit the 3.283} .671] &4 3.255 | .682 3.2741.674

school,

I have a hard time teaching some skills to 2.507} .806 5 [2.447 | .911 5 |2.487].842 5
to my children like reading, math, and

and writing. .

I do not have enough training to help make [2.236] .778 3 }|2.178 | .878 3 j2.217{.812 4
school decisions.
Number of respondents
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1| (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
=Standard deviation

r Rank, SAM=strongly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree moste Item included in 1985 survey only
em included in 1985 survey only




Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Year of Survey

1982 1985 ALL
Statements (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb sDC xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM | SDM
10. I should make sure that my children do 3.593} .568] 1 3.713 } .540 1 3.632].562 2
their homework.
11. Working parents do not have time to be  |.oc-- -——— 2.133 | .904 2 12.133].904 3
involved in school activities.e
12. { would help my children more with 2.858) .755 3.007 { .800 2.9071.773
homework if I knew what to do.
13. I should have the final word in decisions |2.903 .795 2.930 | .849 2.912(.814
about my children's education.
14. I ccoperate with my children's teachers, |oee-- —— 3.551 | .553 3 3.551}.7.8 3
15. 1 should be responsible for getting more 3.394| .597f 2 3.439 | .590 5 3.409(.595 5
involved in my children's school.
16. I want to spend time ho’ning my children |weew- ———— 3.699 | .482 2 3.099(.482 1
get the best education.
17. 1 have little to do with my children's 1.514] .671 1 |1.779 | .926 1 |[1.662].774 1
success in school,
18. Parents should take part more in school  |-ce-- - 3.321 | .627 3.3211.627
decisions,

a
b
c
d
e

N=
X=
Sh
Fo
it

umber of respondents

N
Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)

Standard deviation

r Rank, SAM=strengly agree most, SDM=strongly disagree most® [tem included in 1985 survey only

em included in 1985 survey only
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Statements about Parent Involvement
Compared by Year of Survey

1982 1985 ALL
Statements (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)2
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb spc xb | spc
SAM | SDM SAM | SDM SAM | SDM
19. School districts should make rules for = fewee- - 2.862 | .838 2.862!.838
‘nvolving parents,® )
20, I should help evaluate my children's = [eoweeoe ——— 2.907 | .871 2.9071.871

teachers and principal,

Number of respondents

a =

b x=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C SD=Standard deviation

d Fo
€ It

r Rank, SAM=strongly agree niost, SDM=strongly disagree most3*item-4nc+uded—fn-1983’sur7e7—oﬁ4jL
em included in 1985

survey only

(]
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n Decistons about Parent Involvement

Comparcd by Year of Survey

».'--'-
1

1982 1985 ALL
Decisions (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)3
xb | spc Rank xb sDC Rank xb | spc Rank
Choosing classroom discipline methods, 4,225{2.020 1 4.377 | .897 3 4,2751.984 1
Evaluating how well my children are learning. 14.082}1.057 4 4,613 .693 1 4.258| .984 2
Amount of homework assigned, 4.091]1.044 3 4,392 | .839 2 4.190}.991 3
Selecting school textbooks and other learning [3.896]1.109 6 3.962 | 1.052 7 3.918}1.091 8
materials,
Placing my children in Special Education. 3.90041.184 5 4.203 | 1.128 4 3.999]1.174 5
Hiring principal and teachers. 3.320)1.335 11 3.417 | 1.318 13 3.352]1.330 13
Evaluating how well principals and teachers do 3.883]1.174 7 4.051 | 1.109 6 3.938]1.156 6
their job.
Deciding what's most important for the school 3.719]1.165 8 3.828 | 1.115 9 3.755(1.150 9
budget.
Firing principal and teachers. 3.19211.364 12 3.152 | 1.343 14 3.192]1.357 14
Having more multicultural/bilingual educacion 3.42441.277 10 3.755 | 1.291 10 3.53411.291 12
in the school,
Making scheol desegregation plans. 3.591§1.329 9 }3.682 1.312 11 3.621(1.324 1¢
Setting school behaviﬁr rules, 4.093}1.038 2 fy,1 1,013 5 4,125]1."31 4
!
3 N=Number of respondents
b X=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sb=Standard deviation
d Item included in 1985 survey only
543
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Table __

Mean Response and Rank Order of Interest in Decisions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Year of Survey

19¢2 1985 ALL
Decisions (N=2083) (N=1020) {N=3103) |
(Total N=3103)a |
xb | spc Rank xb spc Rank xb 1 spc Rank ~
|
Setting school rules for grading and passing |-----|----- 3.932 | 1.160 8 3.93211.160 7 )
children.d
Helping the school decide what to teach and  |-ceoeelocee- 3.573 | 1.298 12 3.573]1.298 11
how.
3 N=Number of respondents
b x=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagree) to 4 (strongly agree)
C sD=Standard deviation
d 1tem included in 1985 survey only




Mean Response and Rank Order of

Table _

Interest in Parent Involvement Roles Compared by
Year of Survey

Roles
(Total N=3103)a

1982
(N=2083)

1985 -
(N=1020)

ALL
(N=3103)

spe Rank spe Rank

sne |

Rank

Audience - supporting your child in school, for
exampTe, by going to school per formances,
baking for bake sales, responding to notices
from the school, etc.

Home Tutor - helping your children with schooil
work or other educational activities,

School Program Supporter - coming to the school
to assist in events; for example, chaperoning
a party or field trip, taking tickets at a
fund-raising dinner, or such activities.

Advocate - meeting with school board or other
officials to ask for changes in rules or
practices in the school or school system,

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with
teachers and principals where everyone learns
more about children and education,

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a
school committee, or governing board; or by
giving your opinions to these boards or
committees.

Paid School staff - work in the school as an
aide, parent educator, assistant teacher,
assistant librarian, or other such jobs.

4.748

4.507

4.475

4.155

4.093

4.064

3.393

.588 1 4.612 | .688 4.

.866 4.609 | .753 4.

.859 4.311 | .934 4.

1.023 4.077 | 1.069 4.

1.065 4.199 | 1.003 4.

1.106 3.960 | 1.143 4.

1.495 3.664 | 1.303 3.

703].626

541}.832

420(.888

129]1.039

128]1.046

030§1.119

48311.439

N=Number of respondents
X=Mean response, usin
SD=Standard deviation

546

9 a four-point scale of 1 (strongly disagreej to 4 (strongly agree)

947




Tabl

e-———

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Year of Survey

1982 1985 ALL
(N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
Activities
(Total N=3103)2 Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spe xb spc xb | spe
TPM | TPL TPM TPL TPM | TPL
Working as full time paid sta.f, for example, |1.701{1.144 5 ]2.141 |1.239 1.839}1.192
teacher, librarian, teacher afde, cafeteria
help, etc,
Helping children with homework. 3.646] .644]| 2 3.382 | .963 3 3.563] .768] 3
Visiting the school to see what §s happening. [3.547| .669] 4 3.357 | .752 4 3.485f .703] 4
Going to "open house" or special programs at 3.831§ .488] 1 3.536 | .689 1 3.734) .5791 1
school,
Going to classes at the school which help you {2.60111.210 2.618 |1.120 2.607§1.178
teach your children at home.
Helping with school activities such as coffees,|3.436) .897 2.919 |1.115 3.270]1.001
pot-luck suppers, fund raising, etc.
Helping teachers with classroom learning 2.337|1.177 2.182 [1.189 2.286(1.183
activities, for example, story telling,
reading, math games, etc.
Helping in the school, for example, the 2.349{1.228 2.084 |1.209 2.26311.228
library, reading center, playground, lunchroom,
nurse's office, etc.
Going with children and teachers on school 3.08211.064 2.516 }1.180 2.89711.134
field trips or picnics, or to parties.
3 N-Number of respondents
b x=Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C sp=Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Year of Survey

1982 1985 ALL
Activities (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd | Rankd
xb | spe xb | spc xt | spe
TPM | TPL TPM TPL TPM | TPL
Going to workshops or other such educationa} 2.716]1.183 2.402 |1.189 2.61111.194
activities for parents at the school.
Organizing parent volunteer activities. 2.609]1.218 2.160 |1.180C 2.467(1.224
Taking part in PTA meetings. 3.471} .881} 5 3.096 {1.011 3.3477 .942] 5
Planning the school budget. 1.782]1.115 1.831 {1.101 3 1.797]1.111 5
Helping to plan what will be taught in the 1.523} .903 4 11.876 [1.169 5 1.629{1.004 4
school.
Helping children learn with materials at home, 13.343] .909 3.286 | .90% 3.325} .908] 5
for example, games, magazines, books, etc.
Taking children to places of interest, for 3.243] .884 2.998 [1.045 3.163] .946
example, museums, libraries, art galleries,
etc.
Working to improve the schools through 2.416/1.190 2.354 [1.214 2.39611.198
community groups 1ike neighborhood
associations, church organizations, LULAC,
NAACP, etc,
Helping decide how well school programs work 1.8035;1.072 1.967 {1.118 1.852|1.088
(like Title I, Follow Through, ESAA, etc.)
3 N=Number of respondents
b x=Mean resporse, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
C SD=Standard deviation
d For Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Participation in Parent Involvement Activities
Compared by Year of Survey

1982 1985 ALL
Activities (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)a
Rankd Rankd Rankd
xb | spc xb spc xb | spc
TPM | TPL | TPK TPL TPM | TPL

Working as part time paid staff, for example, (1,463] .961 2 11.749 }1.152 2 1.55041.031 2
assistant teacher, room clerk, nurse, health 1
aide, etc,
Helping to decide how well teachers and 1.487| .901 3 ]1.833 |1.118 4 1.588| .982 3
principals do their jobs.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and 1.203} .621 1-11.667 |1.100 1 1.331] .810 1
principals,
Going to parent/teacher conferences about your [3.595] .750] 3 3.500 | .809 2 3.564] .772] 2
child's progress.
Giving ideas to the school board or school 2.103]1.111 1.959 |1.149 2.059(1.125
administration for making changes.
Going to meeting of the school board. 2.035/1.119 1.989 [1.129 2.020}1.125

N=Number of respondents

a
b
c
d

X
SD=Standard deviation
fo

9052

r Rank, TPM=take part most, TPL=take part least

Mean response, using a four-point scale of 1 (never take part) to 4 (often take part)
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Table

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Suggestions about Parent Involvement
Compared by Year of Survey

a
b
c

1982 1985 ALL
Suggestions (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)a
xb | spc Rank xb snc Rank xb | spc Rank

Sending more information to parents about ways |4.089] .772 9 4.321 | .728 9 4.166] .766 8
they could be involved.
Making parents feel more welcome in the school.[4.317 .713 1 4.475 | .667 2 4.369] .702 2
Helping parents to better understand the 4.208f .716 3 4.413 | .692 5 4.276| .714 4
subjects being taught,

Having informal meetings or activities where 4.162; .804 6 4.341 | .781 7 4.221{ .801 6
parents and school staff can get to know each

other better.
Asking parents in what ways they would 1ike to 4.159} .780 7 4,338 | .754 8 4.218] .776 7
be involved.
Giving parents activities they can do at home [3.949 .885 10 4.364 | .7%0 6 4.085| .865 9
with their children,
Helping students understand that having their [4,178] .797 5 4.475 | .692 2 4.276} .776 4
parents involved is important.
Giving parents more information about 4.309{ .699 2 4.557 | .695 i 4.391} .695 1
children's success in school. ’
Planning more school activities at times when [4.147] .836 8 4,472 | ,735 3 4,254 ,819 5
working parents can come.
Having more activities which include children, {4.201| .764 4 4.468 | .704 4 4.289] .756 3
parents and teachers,

N=Number of respondents

X=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 {definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)

SD=Standard deviation




Table ____

Mean Response and Rank Order of Agreement with Reasons Why Parents Become Less Involved
at High School Compared by Year of Survey

1982 1985 ALL
Suggestions (N=2083) (N=1020) (N=3103)
(Total N=3103)3
xb | spc Rank xb spe Rank xb | spc Rank

Parents may not understand some of the courses [2.295] .729 2 3.237 | .721 1 3.028] .741 1
taken in high school.

The schools are too far away. 2.022] .690 10 2.294 | .836 10 2.111| .752 10
There are too many teachers to talk to. 2.160] .693 9 2.336 | .850 9 2.218| .753 9
Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in 2.975) .737 1 2.853 | .854 3 2.935f .780 2
school as much,

Parents do rot have time to be involved in 2.3471 .793 8 2.468 | .905 8 2.387} .833 8
school activities and work at the same time.

Children do not want their parents involved 2.651}1 .810 6 2.630 | .931 7 2.6441 ,852 6
when they get to high school.

Parents can't leave smaller children alone at [2.376 .742 7 2.756 | .90% 5 2.502f .819 7
home.

There are not as many parent/teacher 2.848| .719 3 3.00 .836 2 2.821] .761 4
conferences,

There are not as many PTA activities for high [2.841} .766 4 2.807 | .866 4 2.830§ .800 3
school parents, .

High school principals do not encourage parent §2.662| .828 5 2.673 | .888 6 2.666) .849 5
involvement in the school.
3 N=Number of respondents
b x=Mean response, using a five-point scale of 1 (definitely not work) to 5 (definitely would work)
C sb=Standard deviation
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BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES
ACCORDING TO DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES

558




7.
8.

TABLE ___

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT
VARIED ACCORDING TO GENDER
(p £.001)
Statements
I usually feel at ease when I visit the school,
I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 1ike reading,

math, and writing.

Roles

Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator,

assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs,

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events;

for example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a
fund-raising dinner, or such activities.

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other

educational activities,

Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to

school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from

the school, etc.

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals

where everyone learns more about children and education,

Activities

Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher

aide, cafeteria help, etc.

Helping children with homework.

Visiting the school to see what is happening.

Going to "open house" or special programs at schocl.

Going to classes at the school which help you teach your children ot
hor~

Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc,

959

etal

.0035

.0072

.0267

.0350

.0057

.0170

0117

.0043
.0061
.0314
.0169

.0192

.0596




TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT
VARIED ACCORDING TO GENDER
(p £.001)
(continued)
Activities

7. Helping teachers with classroom learning activities,

for example,
story telling, reading, math games, etc,

8. Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center,
playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.

9. Going with children and teachers on

school field trips or picnics,
or to parties,

10. Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents
at the school.

11. Organizing parent volunteer activities.

12. Taking part in PTA meetings.

15. Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games,
magazines, books, etc,

16. Taking children to places of interest

» for example, museums, libraries,
art galleries, etc,

22. Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress.

Suggestions

2. Making parents feel more welcome in the school,

4. Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff
can get to know each other better.

Reasons

4. Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much.

etal

.0224

.0350

.0738

.0295
0144
.0193




TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY

(p£.001)
Statements etal

1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. .0062 i
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0816 |
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. .0331
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school. .0290

6. I want teachers to send more information home about classroom activities. .0108

9. I do not have enough training to help make school decisions. .0116
10. I should make sure that my children do their homework. .0166
}1. Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities. .0518
12. T would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do. .0157
14. I cooperate with my children's teachers. .0265
16. I want to spend time helping my children get the best education. .0187
17. I have Tittle to do with my children's success in school. .0359
18. Parents should take part more in school decisions. .0258
19. School districts should make rule for involving parents. .0796

Decisions eta2
1. Amount of homework assigned. .0205
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. .0086
4. Placing my children in Special Education. .0106
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. .0412
6. Hiring principal and teachers. .0070
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job. .0101

061




10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

TABLE.___
BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY
(p<.001)

(continued)

Decisions
Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school.
Making school desegregation plans,
Setting school behavior rules.

Setting school ~ules for grading and passing children,

Helping the school decide what to teach and how,

Roles

Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator,

assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs.

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other

educational activities.

Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for

changes in rules or practices in the school or school system,

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals

where everyone learns more about children and education,

Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or

governing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or
committees,
Activities

Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher
aide, cafeteria help, etc.

Helping children with homework.
Visiting the school to see what is happening.
Going to "open house" or special programs at school.

Going to classes at the school which help you teach you:r children at
home.

"Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund

raising, etc.

962

eta?
.1033
.0263
.0069
.0180
.0238

eta?
.0373
.0250
.0072

.0283

.0102
etal

.0537
0134
.0092
.0832

.0102

.0343




11.
12.
13.
14,
15,

16.

17.

18.

19,

20.
21.
22.

24,

TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY
(p<.001)
(continued)
Activities

Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to
parties,

Organizing parent volunteer activities.

Taking part in PTA meetings.

Planning the school budget,

Helping to plan what will be taught in the school,

Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games,
magazines, books, etc.

Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries,
art galleries, etc.

Working to improve the schools through community groups 1ike neighborhood
associations, church organizations, LULAC, NAACP, etc.

Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow
Through, ESAA, etc.)

Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room
clerk, nurse, health aida, etc.

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals,
Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress.

Going to meeting of the school board.

Suggestions

Sending more information to parents about ways they
could be involved.

Making parents feel more welcome in the school.

263

etal

.0357
.0084
.0265
.0066
.0462

.0106
.0157
.0139
.0735

.0548
.0699
.0799
.0305
.0103

.0243
.0309




TABLE ___

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO ETHNICITY
(p<.001)
(continued)

Suggestions

Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught.

Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school
staff can get to know each other better.

Asking parents in what ways they would like to be involved.
Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children,

Helping students understand that having their parents involved is
important.

Giving parents more information about children's success in schoel.
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come.

Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers.

Reasons
Parents may nt understand some of the courses taken in high school.
The schools are too far away.
There are too many teachers to talk to.
Teachers don't ask parents to be involved in school as much,

Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and
work at the same time.

Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home,

There are not as many parent/teacher conferences.




TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
(p<.001)
Statements
Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school,
Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents.
Teachers need to be trained for working with parents.
Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school.

T usually feel at ease when I visit the school.

I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 1ike reading,
math, and writing.

I do not have enough training to help make school decisions.

Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities.
I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do.

I want to spend time helping my children get the best education,

I have little to do with my children's success in school.

School districts should make rules for involving parents.

I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.

Decisions
Choosing classroom discipline methods.
Hiring principal and teachers,
Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job.
Firing principal and teachers.

Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school.

eta?
.0432
.0400
.0094
.0125
.0059

.0368
.0893
.1394
.0378
.0003
.0950
.0205
.0209

eta?
.0079
.0123
.0129
.0100
.0106




TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THA!I VARIED
ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
(p<.001)

(continued)

Roles

etal

1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator,
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs. .023¢9

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events;
tor example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a
fund-raising dinner, or such activities. .0112

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or Jdther
educational activities. .0060

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to

school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from
the school, etc. .0263

5. Advocate - meeting with school board or other officials to ask for
changes in rules or practices in the school or school system, .0068

7. Decision Maker - being on an advisory board, a school committee, or
governing board; or by giving your opinions to these boards or

committees. .0138
Activities etal

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher

aide, cafeteria help, etc. .0214
2. Helping children with homework. .0100
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. .0090
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school. .0460

6. Helping with school activities such as cuffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc, .0217

9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics,
or to parties. .0150

12. Taking part in PTA meetings. .0248

14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. .0266

966




15.

16.

18.

19,

20.
21,
22,

23.

240

TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
(p.001)

(continued)

Activities

Helping children learn with materials at home, for example, games,
magazines, books, etc.

Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries,

art galleries, etc,

Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow
Through, ESAA, etc.)

Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room

clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals,

Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress.
Giving ideas to the school board r school administration for making
changes,

Going to meeting of the school board.

Suggestions

Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught,
Helping students understand that having their parents involved is>
important.

Reasons
Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school,
The schools are too far away.
There are too many teachers to talk to.

Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and
work at the same time,

‘parents can't leave smaller children alone at home.

o967

eta?
.0184
.0232
.0289

.0164
.0267
.0470
.0252

.0119
.0087

etal

.0060
.0066

eta2
.0220
.0347
.0201

.0238
.0322




TABLE
BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT

VARIED ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS
(p<.001)

Statements

Tez~"ers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school,
Teachers have enough to do withoyt also having to work with parents,
Teachers need to be trained for working with parents.

Principals should be in charge of geitting parents involved in the school,

I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children 1ike reading,
math, and writing,

[ do not have enough training to help make school decisions,

Working parents do not have time to be involved in school activities.
[ would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do.

I have little to do with my children's success in school,

School districts should make rules for involving parents.

Decisions
Evaluating how well mv children are learning,

Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school,

Roles

Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator,

assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs,

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events; for

example, chaperoning a part or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-
raising dinner, or such activities.

Audience - supporting your child in school, for example, by going to
school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from
the school, etc.

368

-

etal

.0331
.0198
.0041
.0118

.0093
.0051
.0229
.0046
.0229
.0168

etal

.0052
.0107

eta?l

.0050

.0042

.0233




11.
12.
14,
18.

19.

20.
21.
22.

TABLE __

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS
(p<.001)

(continued)

Work as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian, teacher
cafeteria help, etc.

Visiting the school to see what is happening.
Going to "open house" or special programs at school.

Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc.

Going with children and teachers an school field trips or picnics, or to
parties,

Organizing parent volunteer activities.
Taking part in PTA meetings.
Helping to plan what will be taught in the school.

Helping decide how well schaol programs work (1ike Title I, Follow
Through, ESAA, etc.)

Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs.
Helping to nire or fire teachers and principals.

Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress.

Suggestions

Making parents feel more welcome in the school,
Helping parents to better understand the subjects being taught.

Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school
staff can get to know each other better.

Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children.

569

0171
.0063
.0515

.0175

.0170
.0070
.0156
.0277

.0219

.0279
.0489
.0635
.0062

etal
.0070
.0079

.0065
.0144




TABLE
BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO MARITAL STATUS

(p<.001)
(continued)

Suggestions

Helping students understand that having their parents involved is
important,

Giving parents more information about children's success in school.
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come.

Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers.

Reasons
Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school.
The schools are too far away.
There are too many teachers to talk to.

Parents do nct have time to be involved in school activities and
work at the same time.

Parents can't leave smaller children ai2na at home,

etal

.0044
.0090
.0089
.0066

eta2
.0180

.0070

.0037

.0089
.0208

ot




TABLE
BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED

ACCORDING TO FAMILY WORK STATUS
(p<.001)

Statements
Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework.
Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents,

Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the
school.

I have a hard time teaching some skills to my children like reading,
math, and writing,

I do not have enough training to help make school decisions.

Horking parents do not have time to be involved in school activities.

I would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do.

I should have the final word in decisions about my children's education.
I have Tittle to do with my children's success in school.

I should help evaluate my children's teachers and principal.

Decisions
Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job.

Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school.

Roles

Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator,

assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or other such jobs.

School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events: for

example, chaperoning a part or field trip, taking tickets at a fund-
raising dinner, or such activities.

Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other

educational activities.

etal
.0237
0176

.0113

.0094
.0105
.0185
.0075
.0061
.0242
.0180

etal
.0060
.0068

etal

.0130

.0385

.0057




9.

10.

11,
12.
14,
18.

TABLE ___

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO FAMILY WORK STATUS
(p£.001)

(continued)

Roles

Audience - supporting your child i school, for example, by going to

schoo! performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices
from the school, etc.

Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals

where everyone learns more about children and education,

Activities

Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian,
teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc.

Visiting the school to see what is happening.
Going to "open house" or special programs at school.

Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers, fund
raising, etc,

Helping teachers with classroom learning activities, for example, story
telling, reading, math games, etc,

Helping in the school, for example, the library, reading center,
playground, lunchroom, nurse's office, etc.

Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or
to parties.

Going to workshops or other such educational activities for parents
at the school.

Organizing parent volunteer activities.
Taking part in PTA meetings.
Helping to plan what will be taught in the school.

Helping decide how well school programs work (like Title I, Follow
Through, ESAA, etc.).

572

eta?

.0298
.0047
etal

.0493
.0301
.0485

.0481
.0157
.0273
.0757

.0155
.0351
.0359
.0327

.0215




19.

20,
21.
22.

TABLE

BREAKDOKN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT VARIED
ACCORDING TO FAMILY WORK STATUS
(p<.001)

(continued)

Activities

Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, room
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals,

Going to parent/teacher conferences about your child's progress,

Suggesticns

Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff
can get to know each other better.

Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children,

Helping students understand that having their parents involved is
important,

Giving parents more information about children's success in school,
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come.

Having more activities which include children, parents and teachers.

Reasons
Parents may not understand some of the courses taken in high school,
The schools are too far away,
There are too many teachers to talk to.

Parents do not have time to be involved in school activities and work
at the same time,

Parents can't leave smaller children alone at home,

573

etal

.0435
.0417
.0680
.0100

etal

.0054
.0158

.0053
.0100
.0211
.0069

eta2
.0177
.0092
.0073

.0086
.0131




TABLE ___

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT
VARIED ACCORDING TO CITY SIZE

(p<.001)
Statements etal

1. Teachers should give me ideas about helping my children with homework. .0097
2. Teachers should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school, ,0510
3. Teachers have enough to do without also having to work with parents. .0146
5. Principals should be in charge of getting parents involved in the school, ,0341

6. I want teachers to send more information home about classroom activities, .0094

10. I should make sure that my children do their homework, .0142
12, 1 would help my children more with homework if I knew what to do, 0112
17. I have little to do with my children's success in school, .022%

Decisions eta?
1. Amount of homework assigned. .0215
2. Choosing classroom discipline methods. .0046
4. Placing my children in Special Education. .0162
5. Evaluating how well my children are learning. .0550
7. Evaluating how well principals and teachers do their job., .0061
8. Deciding what's most important for the school budget. .0025
10. Having more multicultural/bilingual education in the school, .0126

1. Paid School Staff - work in the school as an aide, parent educator,
assistant teacher, assistant librarian, or otner such jobs, .0146

2. School Program Supporter - coming to the school to assist in events;
for example, chaperoning a party or field trip, taking tickets at a
fund-raising dinner, or such activities, .0055

074




TABLE

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT
VARIED ACCORDING TO CITY SIZE

(p<.001)
(continued)
Roles eta?

3. Home Tutor - helping your children at home with school work or other
educational activities. .0069

4. Audience - supporting your child in school, for exampls, by going to
school performances, baking for bake sales, responding to notices from

the school, etc. .0083
6. Co-Learner - going to classes or workshops with teachers and principals

where everyone learns more about children and education, .0070

Activities etal

1. Working as full time paid staff, for example, teacher, librarian,

teacher aide, cafeteria help, etc. .0237
2. Helping children with homework. .0223
3. Visiting the school to see what is happening. .0067
4. Going to "open house" or special programs at school, .0439
6. Helping with school activities such as coffees, pot-luck suppers,

fund raising, etc. .0278
9. Going with children and teachers on school field trips or picnics, or to

parties. .0289
11. Organizing parent volunteer activities. .0127
12, Taking part in PTA meetings. .0164
13. Planning the school budget. .0059
14. Helping to plan what will be taught in the school. .0293

16. Taking children to places of interest, for example, museums, libraries,
art galleries, etc. .0089

18. Helping decide how well school programs work (1ike Title I, Follow
rhrough, ESAA, etc.) .0183

975




19.

20.
21.
24.

8.
9.
10.

TABLE ___

BREAKDOWN OF ITEM RESPONSES THAT
VARIED ACCORDING TO CITY SIZE
(p<.007"

(continueu)

Activities

Working as part time paid staff, for example, assistant teacher, rcom
clerk, nurse, health aide, etc.

Helping to decide how well teachers and principals do their jobs.
Helping to hire or fire teachers and principals.

Going to meeting of the school board,

Suqggestions

Sending more information to parents about ways they could be involved.
Making parents feel more welcome in the school,
Helping parents to better ynderstand the subjects being taught.

Having informal meetings or activities where parents and school staff
can get to know each other better.

Asking parents in what ways they would Tike to be ipvolved.
Giving parents activities they can do at home with their children,

Helping students understand that having their parents involved is
important,

Giving parents more information about children's success in school.
Planning more school activities at times when working parents can come.

Maving more activities which include children, parents and tezchers.

376

etal

.0151
.0325
.0613
.0069

eta?
.0166
.0148
0173

.0148
.0164
.0422

.0353
.0289
.0343
.0289
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LABORATORY AND CENTER DISSEMINATION LETTER
AND LIST OF RECIPIENTS




March 19, 1985

@

Dear Colléague:

The Division of Family, School and Community Studies at the Southwest
Educational Development Laboratory in Austin .is comprised of three major
projects: These are in the (1) Parent Involvement in Education Project,
(2)jways to Improve Schools and Education Project, and (3) Working Parents
Project.

Although each project has a distinct focus, their overall goal is %o
help improve the quality of education and the effectiveness of elementary
and secondary schools. Each project has been engaged in long term R&D
efforts to generate information that can be used to accomplish this goal,

As part of the division's collaborative activities during FY85, we are
sharing information about our project outcomes with persons in other Labs
and Centers working on projects with emphases similar or related to ours.
Enclosed please find executive summaries of work from one or mare of our
projects which we feel are related to those with which you are involved,
Hopefully these will be useful in your research, development and/or dis-
semination efforts,

. We request that you send us information about any of your projects
which could be of interest or assistance to our efforts here at SEDL. We
will be glad to share this information with professional and lay educators
through our dissemination activities in the SEDL region.

Look forward to hearing from you in the near future. Best wishes for
continued success in your endeavors.

Sincerely,

David L. Williams, Jr. (Or.)

Director

Division of Family, School and
Community Studies

OLW/s]

Enclosures
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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Or. Sandra R, Orletsky, Director
Regional -Exchange Program .
Appalachia Educationa] Laboratory

P.0. Box 1348

Charleston Wv 25325

Or. Jack Sanders, Director
Regional Services Program
Appalachia Educational Laboratory
P.0. Box 1348

Charleston, Wv 25325

Or. David Holdzkom, Director
Research and Development

Interpretation Service
Appalachia Educational Laboratory
Charleston, WY 25325

Or. Judith Warren Little, Director

Applying Research to Teacher Education

Far West Laboratory for Educational
Research and Development

1855 Folsom Street

San Francisco, CA 94103

Or. Samuel Keys, Director
Higher Education Program
Mid-Continent Regional
Educational Laboratory
4709 Belleview Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64112

Or. Jay Smink, Director

Resource Referral Service

National Center for Research
in Vocational Education

Ohio State University

1960 Kenny Road

Columbus, OH 43210

Or. Glen Fielding

Center for Educational Policy and Management
College for Education

University of Oregon

Eugene, OR 97403
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Attachment F

Or. Sandra R, Orletsky, Director
Regional Exchange Program .
Appalachia Educational Laboratory

P.0. Box 1348

Charleston WV 25325

Or. Jack Sanders, Director
Regional Services Program
Appalachia Educationai Laboratory
P.0. Box 1348

Charleston, WV 25325

Or. David Holdzkom, Director
Research and Develcpment

Interpretation Service
Appalachia Educational Laboratory
Charleston, Wv 25325

-

Dr. Judith Warren Little, Director

Applying Research to Teacher Education

Far West Laboratory for Educational
Research and Development

1855 Folsom Street

San Francisco, CA 94103

Or. Samuel Keys, Director
Higher Education Program
Mid-Continent Regional
Educational Laboratory
4709 Belleview Avenue
Kansas City, M0 64112

Or. Jay Smink, Director

Resource Referral Service

National Center for Research
in Vocational Education

Ohio State University

1960 Kenny Road

Columbus, OH 43210

Or. Glen Fielding

Center for Educational Policy and Management
College for Education

University of Qregon

Eugene, OR 97403




pr. Jonn Chubb and Terry Moe

The Organization and Performance of
Public and Private Schools

Institute for Research on Educational
.Finance and Government

CERAS Building, School of Education

Stanford University

Stanford, CA 94355

Dr. Milbrey W. McLaughlin

State and Local Responses to FCIA Chapter 1

Institute for Research on Educational
Finance and Governance

CERAS Building, College of Education

Stanford University

Stanford, CA 94305

Dr. Ed Myers, Director
Information Exchange and Technical Assistance
SHRL Educational Research and Development
4665 Lampson Avenue

Los Alamitos, CA 90720

Dr. Adrianne Bank

Dr. Richard Williams

Management of Instructional
Information Systems

Center for the Study of Evaluation

UCLA Graduate School of Education

145 Moore Hall

Los Angeles, CA 90024
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LIST OF REVIEWERS

Sam Pizzigati

Associate Director of Communications, NEA
1201 16th Street, NwW

Washington, 0OC 20036

Trish Gorman

Editor of Publications

Americal Federation of Teachers
555 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20001

Or. Robert Stevenson

Executive Director

Association of Teacher Educators
1900 Association Drive

Suite A7E

Reston, VA.22091

Sharon Givens, Editor

American Association of Colleges
for Teacher Education

One Dupont Circle

N.S. Suite 610

Washington, 0C 20036

James F, Collins

Executive Director

National Council of States
on Inservice Education

Syracuse University

School of Education

150 Marshall Street

123 Huntington Hall

Syracuse, NY 13210

Leon Greene, Editor

Principal Magazine

National Association of
Elementary School Principals

1920 Association Drive

Reston, VA 22091

Austin Hanner

Coordinator of Teacher
Education Certification

State Department of Education

State Capitol Mall

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Or. Sylvia Tordet

Bureau of Curriculum, Inservice, and
Staff Development

Louisiana Department of Education

P.0. Box 44064

Baton Rouge, LA 70804 .
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Or. Marvin Fairman

Executive Director

Arkansas Association of
Elementary School Principals

1201 McAlmont

P.0. Box 3017

Little Rock, AR 72203

Mr. Charles Alexinder

Executive Secretary

Mississippi Association of
Elementary School Administrators

P.0. Box 215

Aberdeen, Mississippi 39730

Thelma Hickman
Communications Director

Mississippi Association of Educators
775 M. State Street

Jackson, MS 39201

Erma Lee Boice

Texas State Teachers Association
Executive Secretary for Programs
316 W. 12th Street

Austin, TX 78701

Don Murphy, Editor
Arkansas Educator
1500 West Fourth
Little Rock, AR 72201

Rita Williams

Communications Director and Editor
Louisiana Association of Educators
P.0. Box 47% )

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Michael Ponns

Editor OEA Focus

Oklahoma Educational Association
323 E. Madison Street

P.0. Box 18485

Oklahoma City, OK 73154

Deborah Harker

Uni Serve Consultant

National Education Association of New Mexico
3107 Central NE

Alhuquerque, NM 87105
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Or. Robert Alciatore

Dean, College of Education
University of Southwest Louisiana
L “avette, LA 70504

Or. David L. Colton

Dean, College of. Education
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131

Or. Billye VanSchuyzer
Head, Division of Education
and Behavioral Arts and Sciences
Cameron University
Lawton, OK 73505

Or. Robert L. Cox
Associate Representative
Dean, School of Education
and Psychiatry
The University of Texas at Tyler
Tyler, TX 75701

Or. Charles Green
Henderson State University
Arkadelphia, AR 71923

Or. Ralph Gremillion
Nichols State University
111 Acadia Lane
Thibodeau, LA 70301

Or. Jeanette Martin

Box 3AC

New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003

Or. Gerald Kidd
University of Oklahoma
Norman, OK 73069

Or. Betty Mason .

North Texas State University
Education Department

Denton, TX 76203
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LST OF REVIEWERS

Sam Pizzigati

Associate Director of Communications, MEA
1201 16th Street, NW

Washington, 0C 20036

Trish Gorman

Editor of Publications

Americal Federation of Teachers
555 New Jersey Avenue, NW
Washington, OC 20001

Or. Robert Stevenson

Executive Director .
Association of Teacher Educators
1900 Association Orive

Suite A7E

Reston, VA 22091

Sharon Givens, Editor

American Association of Colleges
for Teacher Education

One Dupont Circle

N.S. Suite 610

Washingtor, 0C 20036

James F. Collins

Executive Director

National Council of States
on Inservice Education

Syracuse University

School of Education

150 Marshall Street

123 Huntington Hall

Syracuse, NY 13210

Leon Greene, Editor

Principal Magazine

National Association of
Elementary School Principals

1920 Association Drive

Reston, VA 22091

Austin Hanner

Coordinator of Teacher
Education Certification

State Department of Education

State Capitol Mall

Little Rock, Arkansas 72201

Or. Sylvia Torbet

Bureau of Curriculum, Inservice, and
Staff Development

Louisiana Department of Education

P.0. Box 44064
- Baton Rouge, LA 70804
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Or. John Etheridge

Mississippi Department of Education
P.0. Box 771

Jackson, Mississippi 39205

Or. Dale Carmichael
Program Director. .
Inservice Education
Texas Education Agency
201 East 11th Street
Austin, Texas 78701

Or. Jeanne Knight, Director
Elementary and Secondary

Education Unit
New Mexico Department of Education
Education Building
State Capitol Complex
O Vargas and Don Gaspar Streets
Santa Fe, NM 87501-2786

Or. Judy Leach, Administrator

Teacher Education/Staff Development Section
Oklahoma Department of Education

Oliver Hodge Memorial Education Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105

Betsy Zullo

Publications Director

Texas Elementary Principals
and Supervisors Association

501 E. 10th Street

Austin, Texas 78701

Jim Sandage, Editor

Ok1ahoma Association of
Elementary Schoo! Principals

4010 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 106

Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Or. Ernest Stapleton
Executive Director
New Mexico Association of
Elementary School Prinicipals
University of New Mexico
Department of Education Administration
College of Education
Albuquerque, NM 87131

Terrel A, Goode
Executive Director
Louisiana Association of Principals

- College of Education

Louisiana State University
8aton Rouge, LA 70803
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Or. Marvin Fairman

Executive Director

Arkansas Assaciation of
Elementary School Principals

1201 McAlmont

P.0. Box 3017

Little Rock, AR 72203

Mr. Charles Alexinder

Executive Secretary

Mississippi Association of
Elementary School Administrators

P.0. Box 215

Aberdeen, Mississippi 39730

Thelma Hickman
Communications Dirsctor

Mississippi Association of Educators
775 N. State Street

Jackson, #S 39201

Erma Lee Boice

Texas State Teachers Association
Executive Secretary for Programs
316 W. 12th Street

Austin, TX 78701

Oon Murphy, Editor
Arkansas Educator
1500 West Fourth
Little Rock, AR 72201

Rita Williams

Communications Director and Editor
Louisiana Association of Educators
P.0. Box 479 )

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Michael Ponns

Editor QEA Focus

Oklahoma Educational Association
323 E. Madison Street

P.0. Box 18485

Oklahoma City, OK 73154

Deborah Harker
Uni Serve Consultant

National Education Association of New Mexico

3107 Central NE
Albuquerque, NM 87105
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Or. Robert Alciatore

Dean, College of Education
University of Southwest Louisiana
Lafayette, LA 70504

Or, David L, Colton

Oean, College of. Education
University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM 87131

Or. Billye VanSchuyzer
Head, Qfvision of Education
and Behavioral Arts and Sciences
Cameron University
Lawton, OK 73505

Or. Robert L. Cox
Associite Representative
Dean, School of Education
and Psychiatry
The University of Texas at Tyler
Tyler, TX 75701

Or. Charles Green
Henderson State University
Arkadelphia, AR 71923

Or. Ralph Gremii!:ion
Nichols State University
111 Acadia Lane
Thibodeau, LA 70301

Or. Jeanette Martin

Box 3AC

New Mexico State University
Las Cruces, NM 88003

Or. Gerald Kidd
University of Oklahoma
Norman, OK 73069

Or. Betty Mason .
North Texas State University

Education Departaent
Denton, TX 76203
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Ms. June Karp

Assistant to Presiden:

Texas Federation of Teachers
P.0. Box 776

Austin, Texas 78767

Mary Ann Graczyk, President
Mississippi Federation of Teachers
P.0. Box 6427

Biloxi, MS 39532

Sanda Garcia

0ffice Manager

Louisiana Federation of Teachers
2617 Edenborn Avenue, Suite 0
Metaire, LA 70002

Dave Renfro, Executive Director
Ok1lahoma Federation of Teachers
1522 Linwood 8lvd.

Oklahoma City, O¥ 73106

Mary Lombardo

New Mexico Federation of Teachers
6101 Marbel NE, Suite 7
Albuquerque, NM 87110

Marie Davis-Fuller

Director of Communications
Mississippi Professional Educators
P.0. Box 1531

Jackson, MS 39205

Sherry Folts

Texas Clagsroom Teachers Associations
700 Guadalupe

P.0. Box 1489

Austin, Texas 78701

Or. Bobbie Coker

Dean, School of Education
Harding University
Searcy, Arkansas 72143
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