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ABSTRACT

-~
. A total of 22 girls and 22 boys mearly equally
divided between preschool and second-grade levels were asked to give
three responses to each of 20 questions concerning what could make
them--a same-sex child, an opposite-sex child, and an adult--feel
happy, sad, angry, afraid, or surprised. Responses were '‘feel happy,
sad,  angry, afraid, or surprised. Responses were coded into sewven
categories: mater1a1 goods, fantasy, interpersonal themes, ‘
environmental events, achievement themes, food, and animals. F1nd1ngsr
indicated that interpersonal themes ahd env1ronmenta1 events were
used significantly more than other themes, whereas achievement themes
were used significantly less than others. Interpersonal themes were
used 61gn1f1cant1y more often than other categories as explanations
for anger and sadness. Impersonal contexts were used significantly
more than other categories to explain happiness anddEBrp(%:e.
Contextual explanations involving animals were used significantly
more than other emotions to explain fear, and food wég used most to
explain happy feelings. Older children used more interpersonal and
ach1evepent themes than did preschoolers. Girls useéd more
interpersonal contexts than did boys, whereas boys tended to use more
achievement themes than did girls. Preschoolers used more fantasy
explanations for fear than did older children. In general, findings
only marginally confirmed the expected greater differentiation of
contextual categories with age. (RH)
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THE QUESTION:THAT MOTIVATEL THE PRESENT RESCARCH WAS:

_ WHAT DO CHILDREN KNOW ABOUT THE CONTEXTUAL DETERMINANTS OF‘-
THEIR OMX AND OTHER PLRSONS’ AFFECTIVE EXPERIENCES?
IS ot ’ |
[N-PREVIOUS RESEARCH (HILDREN fIAVE BEEN PROVIDED WITH
EXPERIMENTER-DERIVED CONTE) TS DESCRIBING EVEATS PORTRAYING
THEMES OF NURTURANCE. SUCCESS. FAILURE. AGGRESSEON, ETC.. AND
THEY HAVE BEEN ASKED TO IDENTIFY THE EMOTIONS SUCH CONTEXTS *
FLICIT (Baroen, Zetko, Duncan, & Maters, 1980). IN/CONTRAST." |
THERE ARE NO STUDIES OF CHILDREN'S NATUﬁQ} Ot SPONTANEOUS
PROVISION OF THE SITUATION/LACONTEXTS ELICITING EHOTIONS SUCH
AS HAPPINESS. SADNESS, FEAF, ANGER,'ANncéURPnlég. SUCH
AVESTIGATION. PROVIDES NEETED ENFORMATION HCGARDING>THE CATEGORIES
| OF EXPERIENCE THAT CONTRIBLTE 0 CHILDREN'S AFFECT (NOHLEDE. -
. THE PRESENT STUDY WAS DESICNED TO INVESTIGATI: THIS QUESTION,
AS WELL AS WHETHER SUCH EXFERIENCES CHANGE WITH AGE. ARE.DIFFEgﬁNT

AS A FUNCTION OF GENDER., OR ARE DIF-ERENT FOR SELF VERSUS’pTHER

PERSONS (PEERS OR ADULTS).
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O0BJECTI VES

: RS _ - o
1. TO DESCRIBE CATEGORICALLY THE NATURALLY 0-CURRING_RESPONSES

N . v 4 '
GIVEN BY CHILDREN FROM 4 TO 8 YEARS OF AGE WHEN DESGRf%ING

SITUATIONALN CONTEXTS THAT ELI@%T EMOTIONS, INCLUDING HAPPINESS,

SADNESS, ANGER, FEAR. AND SLRPRISE 1V SELF, SAME-AGE DoEERs, AND

)
ADULTS,

)
~

2. TO INVESTIGATE AGE- AND GENDER-R:LATED DIFFFERENCES IN SUCH

A

SITUATIONAL AFFECTIVE ATTRIEQTIONS FIR GROUPS OF PRESCHOOLERS

AND GRADE 2 CHILDREN,

+ '3, TO EXAMINE HYPOTHESIZED DIFFERENES IN THE SITUATIONAL

A

CATEGORIES USED TO -EXPLAIN THE FIVE HOTIONS INVESTIGATED, - .

Vs

4, TO EXAMINE HYPOTHESIZED DIFFERENCES TN ENOTIONLELTCITING

CATEGORIES ATTRIBUTED TO SEL® VERSUS T0 OTHER'PE&SONS.

7

5, TO EXAMINE INTERACTIONS JF AGE AID GENDER WITH CATEQOR]ES

BY EMGTIONS. WITH THE EXPECTATION THAT AGE ANL GENDER DIFFERENCES

14

WILL BE NOTED IN THE USE OF ’ARTICUL/R CATEGORIES_FOR.PARTICULAR

-

EMOTIONS, . , 4','nmcdpummu'
. ’ . ¢ ‘(
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. SUBJECTS. " A TOTAL OF 44 CHILDREN (22 GIRLS: 22 BOYS) CQHPRISED )

THO AGE GROUPS: 21 PRESCHOOLERS (H =53,7 MONTIIS, SD = 5.0) AND
23 SECAAD GRADERS (M = 91.2, SD =16)f
PROCEDURE. EACH CHILD WAS INDIVIDUAILY INTERVICHED TN A SESSION
LASTING 30 HINUTES. AL EPILDRFN UHDERSTOOD D CORPLIED WITH
[NSTRUCTIONS 70 “TELL ME WHET KINDS OF THINGS HAPPEN, OR WHAT
COULD HAKE YOU FEEL HAPPY2" THIS FOEMAT WAS REPEATED ACROSS
FIVE EMOTIONS (HAPPY, SAD, PNGRY. AFRATD, SURPRISED) AND ACROSS
FOUR TARGET PERSONS (SELF, SAHE-SEX SHILD. OPPPOSITE-SEX CHILD.
AND ADULT. ALL-EMOTIONS FOF_A PAR™LCULAR TARGET PERSON WERE
COMPLETED BEFORE CONTINUING TO THE N:XT TARGET. ORDER OF TARGETS
WAS VARIED, AS WAS ORDER OF EMOTIONS WITHIN TARGETS, CHILDREN
 VWERE REQUESTED TO PROVIDE THREE RESPINSES FOR CACH OF THE 20
QUESTIONS (5 EMOTIONS X 4 TERGETS) BY'USING THE PROBE. "YES. WHAT ELSE?”

‘ ' /
RESPONSE CATEGORIES. A PRICRI CATEGIRIES WERE USED TO CODE

CHI LDREQ S RESPONSES ACCOQDIWG 10 HYDOTHESCS MATERIAL 60CDS
"(E.G., GETTING A NEW TQY, CAr, ETC.}: FANTASY {6, "IF-A MONSTER

CAME INTO' THE ROOH"): INTERFERSONAL -THLMES dl(H MENTIONED PEORLE .

EISJQ o o - _:unurrcxanm'AMUULnunul
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AND STATED_INTERACTIPNS (E.(.. "WHEN PLORLE TEASE THEM"): ENVIRON-
MENfAL/gVENTs (E.G.. "GOING 70 DISNEYLAND™): fCHIEVEMENT THEMES
(£.6., "LEARNING HOW TO SKATE™). . {h ADDITION, THO POST-HOG
CATEGORIES WERE ADDED, BASED O RESFONSES THAT COULD NOT EASILY
BE FIT INTQ EXISTING CATEGOL:IES AN) BECAUSE THEY 'SEEMED MOST
EVIDENT 1N PRESCHOOL PROTOCOLS, SUSCESTING POST:HOCiAGE‘EﬁﬁECTS:
FOOD (E.G., “GETTING ALL TH COOKIZS I WANT”): AND ANIHALS
(£.6.. "GOING WHERE THE RACHONS ARE"). .

A TOTAL OF SEVEN MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE CATEGORIES nS SUFFICIENT
o - TO CLASSIFY ALL RESPONSES. ITH 90 - 1007 AGREEMENT ACROSS ALL

TARGETS AND JUDGES. e ‘ e
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HYPOTHECES

=
-

s _01..iCONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS WOULD BE NONRANDOMLY

DISTRIBUTED ACROSS THE FIVE EMOTIONS INVESTIGATED; THUS, BOTH
A SIGNIFICANT CATEGORY MAIN EFFECT AS WELL AS CATEGORY X EMOTION

INTERACTION WERE EXPECTED. *CONF IRMED*

-

@ 2. INTERPERSONAL THEMES WERE EXPECT:-D TO PROVIDE THE MOST
=

&
Y PREVALENT EXPLANATIONS FOR £NGER: WH-REAS MATLRIAL GOODS AND

S

IMPERSONAL EVENTS WERE EXPECTED TO B: .THE MAJOR EXPLANATORY

.CATEGORIES FOR HAPPINESS ANI SURPRIS:. *CONF IRMED®
' . { '

. @3. AGE DIFFERENCES WERE EXFECTED IN THE USE 0F PARTICULAR

P 4 f ’¢//' ’ . N
CATEGORIES, - . *CONF IRMED*

IN PARTICULAR, INTERPERSONAL THEM:S VERE FXbECT[D T0 [NCREKSE
AS-A FUNCTION OF CHILDR EN'S INCREAS 6 SOCIA; [NVOLVEMENT ANb
INTERPERSONAL COGNITIO&S. ACH}EVENEJJoTHEMES WERE ALSO EXPECTED
TO INCREASE AS A FUNCTION OF IﬁCREﬂS NG DEMANDS FOR SCHOUL—.ANh
AtTIVITY:RELATED MASTERY, FQNTAéYxTHéMES WERL LXPECTED Cﬁ A

!

DECREASE AS A FUNCTION OF COSNITIVE D.VELOPHERT,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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HYPOTHE 58 3 e
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@4, GIVEN PREVAILING SEX-ROLE TYPOLOGIES, .GENDER DIFFERENCES -
= - :

WERE EXPECTED,IN\CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS FOR LMOTIONS. IN
PARTICULAR. GTRLS WERE EXPECTED TO USE MORE INTERPERSONAL
EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS THAN DID BOYS: AND BOYS WERE EXPECTED

T0 USE MORE ACHIEVEMENT THEMES THANgulD GIRLS. *PARTIALLY CONF I RMED®

l

.E} AGE-RELATED CATEGORY X EMOTION INTERACTIONS WERE EXPECTED.

*CONFIRMED*

-

., .
o . )

[N PARTICULAR, OLDER VERSUS YOUNGZR CHIDREN WERE EXPECTED TO

USE MORE INTERPERSONAL ATTRJBUTIONS “OR ANGER. YOUNGER VERSUS

. ) : . P - e
OLDER CHILDREN WERE EXPECTE[‘IO.UQE MORE FANTASY ATTRIBUTIONS
FOR FEAR: WHEREAS OLDER VERCUS YOUNG:ZR CHILDRLN WERE EXPECTED

TO USE MORE REALLSTIC éVENTS AND_ ACHIEVEMENT THEMES FOR FEAR.

1

GREATER DIFFERENTIATION WAS EXPEZTED FOR OLDER CHILDREN 4N

00,
= v '
CATEGORIES USED FOR EMOTIONS ACROSS TARGET PERSONS (I.E.. SELF.

PEERS, ADULTS). "MARSINALLY (ONFJRMED--TRENDS AT e<, 10"

o GREATER DIFFERENTIATION WAS EXPECTED FOR CATEGORIES EXPLAININQ.

7,
=
ONE'S OWN VERSUS OTHER PERSCN’S EMOTIONS.  wyor o [RIED®

o 8  _ BEST.COPY AVAILABLE



RESULTS SUMMARY ,

IN ORDER TO(ACCOMMODATE UNEQUAL;RESPONSE FREQUENCIES ACROSS
SUBJECTS, EACH CHILD'S'RESPCNSES PER DATA CELL WERE TRANSFORMED -
~TOA PERCENT OF HIS OR HER 10TAL RESPONSES. SO THAT NO MAIN |
\\ﬁ? EFFECTS-FOR AGE OR GENDER.AFE P0SS_B.E. INSTEAD, RELEVAIT AGE
200 GENDER " EFFECTS CAN BE ) AMINED IV.INTERACfioNS. REPEATED
MEASURES. MIXED-MODEL ANOVA WAS USED. WITH EXPLANATION CATEGORY (7). .
EHOTIONS (5), AND TARGET PERSONS ( 4) COMPRlS[NG THE REPEATED

FACTORS. A

1. FINDINGS CONFIRFED THE EXPECTED SIGNIFICANT MAIN EFFECTS FOR
 CATEGORIES USED TO EXPLALN EMOTIONS, F(6,240) = 61.4, P<.000L.
THIS WAS ACCOUNTED FOR BY SIGNIFI:ANTLY GRCATER USE OF INTER-
PERSONAL THEHES, F(6.258) = 26.2, AN) ENVIRONENTAL EVENTS,

F = 25,4, AS WELL AS THE SIGNIFICANT.Y INFREQUENT USE OF ACHIEVEMENT

THEMES, F o= 8.9, ALL P'S<.0001,

w9 SEE TABLE 1 FOR DATA- RELEVANT TO THESE AND OTHER FINDINGS.

/

-
2. FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE E(PEGTE} 'NTERACTION-OF EXPLANATION

CATEGO?IES wl “H PARTICULAR EIOTIONS F (24,960) = 39.7, P<6001
l?R\KI ‘ 9 amurrcu:lﬁﬁnnuulJulLl
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RESULTS SIMMARY

AS -EXPECTED, INTERPERSbNAL THEMES WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY
MORE THAN WERE OTHER CATEGO! IES AS EXPLANATIONS FOR ANGER,
- F (24,960) =18.6, AND_ALSO.EOR SADNESS, F =15.4, P's<.0001.

IN CONTRAST, TMPERSONAL (ONTEXTS (MATERIAL GOODS, TVENTS)

‘ WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY MORE THAN WERE. OTHER CATEGORIES TO EXPLAIN

BOTH HAPPINESS, F =515 ANl SURPR:S:z, I = 34,1, P "s¢, 0001,

>

POST-HOC FINDINGS SHOWED'THAT CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS

¢

INVOLVING ANIMALS WERE USED SIGNIFICANTLY MORE TO«EXPLAIN FEAR

- 1 N
THAN OTHER EMOTIONS. F (4,9¢0) = 4.0, P <.000L. AND FOOD. WAS

7/

USED MOST (NONSIGNIFICANTLY) TO EXPLAIN HAPPY VERSUS OTHER EMOTIONS,

. ‘ ) .
3, _FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE SIGNIFICANT AGE EFFECTS EXPECTED FOR

. '
CONTEXTUAL EXPLANATIONS OF EMOTIONS.-F (6,240) = 40,5, P<,0001.

OLDER CHILDREN USED MORE INTERPERSONAL AND ACHIEVEMENT THEMES

. ; : (1,240)
’ "THAN DID PRESCHOOLERS TO EXPLAIM EMOIONS, BOTH fISA= 2.8, P<.05,

4, FINDINGS CONFIRMED THE GINDER LIITERENCES EXPECTED IN CONTEXTUAL

EXPLANATIONS FOR EMOTIONS, F (6.24C) = 24.7 . P<.0001.” /

I i

) » .
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RESULTS SUMHMARY

GIRLS USED MORE INTERPERSONAL CONTEXTS 10 EXPLAIN EMOTiONS
THAN'DID BOYS, F (1,240) = ©.7, P05, BOYS TENDED TO USE

MORE ACHIEVEMENT THEMES THAM DID GIRLS, F = 2.1, P¢.10,

e
5. FINDINGS CONFIRMED EXPE(TED AGE:RﬁLATED CATEGORY X EMOTION

INTERACTIONS, F (24,960) = ©1, P<.0001
PRESCHOOLERS USED MORE FANTASY CXPLANATIONS FOR FEAR THAN
DID OLDER CHILDREN, F (1,96() = 41.4, P<.0001. HOWEVER. THE

EXPECTED GREATER USE BY OLDER CHILDRIN OF REALISTIC AND ACHIEVE-
\ ' _
MENT THEMES FOR FEAR WAS NOT CONFIRM:D, b

LY

6. USING A SEPARATEAANOVA IN WHICH VUMBER OF DIFFERENT CATEGORIES

£

WAS ENTERED AS THE DEPENDENY VARIABL:Z ACROSS [ARGETS AND EMOTIONS.,
FINDINGS ONLY MARGINALLY CONFIRMED THE EXPECTED GREATER DIFFEREN-

TIATION OF CONTEXTUAL CATEGORIES WITH AGE, F (1,40) = 3.2, P<,09,

»

/ t
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CHILDREN'S AFFEZT KNOWLE DGE ++ . CPA, 1985, . .U, STRAYER . o
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TABLE 1 - (}‘

MEAN PERCENTL CONTEXTUAL® EXFLANATION CATEGORIES USED WITHIN EMOTIONS

CATEGORIES: |
_ HATERIAL FOOD ANIMAL FANTASY INTERPER- EVENTS ACHIEVE-

\ SONAL | HENT -

ENOTIONS: |

HAPPY 37 s -2 - 0 2% 33 5

SAD .3 7 s 4 1

AYGRY - R T T % 1

AFRAID a2 19 3 1

SURPRISED 32 3 5 .4 19 2 <l

1R0W PERCENTS DO NOT SUM TO 100 Bechuse }HEY.ARE BA;ED ON Aveg;ees_ .

OF INDlVlI?UAL'S PERCENT RESPONSES. L ATHER THAN ON GROUP TOTALS,

PERCENTS CAN BE ,INTERPRETED RELATIVE TO THE TOTAL OF 20 QufSTIONs

askep ( 5 EMO%IONS'X 4 TARGIT PERSONS). B
: AEST COPY AVAILABLE
12 .




