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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE EFFECTS OF BILINGUAL
MEMORY ON LEARNING VOCABULARY THROUGH THE
DEVICE QF SEMANTIC MAPPING Order No. DAB421918

Avaia, Javigr, Pu.D. Tha Univarsity of Wisconsin - Madison, 1384,
218pp. Supervisor: Professor Dale O Johnson

The purpase of the present tudy was tc investigate the cffects of
Bilingual Memory on the learning of new English words when the
instructional strateqy is Semantic Mapping.

The subjects were 352 fourth grade hilinguals fror the Rio Grande
Valley of Taxas. Subjects were assigned 10 one of thi ve treatment
groups: Bilingual Sernantic Mapping (Group 1); Monolingual
Semantic Mapping (Group 2); and Control Group (Group 3). Subjects
in Group 1 were taught new Erglish words using a bilingual mode
{Spanish and English) of Semantic Mapping. Subjects in Group 2
were taught using a monolingual (English only) mode and subjects in
Group 3 did not receive vocabulary instruction. Group 3 only took the
Pre and Posttest.

The dependent variable was the group's mean Pre to Posttest gain
score A multiple-choice Pretest and Posttest consisting of 45 English
target words was given to all of the subjects.

Each weak subjects in Gruups 1 and 2 wera taught three semantic
naps. Each map had five target words After threes weeks of
instruction, forty-five target words had been taught. On the fourth
week all of the subjects wers given the Posttest and comparisicns of
gain scores between the groups were made to detsrmine the relative
«fliciency of each mode.

The rasearch hypothess had predicted that the subjects in Group
1 woulkd have a significantly higher mean Pra to Posttest gain score
than the subjects in Group 2. Tha results showed that: (1) Subjectr in
Group 1 did not have a significantly higher mean Pre to Posttest gain
score than subjects in Group 2. (2) When subjects were grouped
according to language dominance, additicnal analyses showed that:
(a) Spanish dominant subjects had a significantly higher mean gain
acoce whan taught using a bilingual mode. (b) English dominant
subjects had a significantly higher mean gain score when taught
using & monolingual mode.

Bilingual instruction had an additive effect on the learning of new
English words with Spanish dominant bilinguals but it interfered with
the Engiish dominant bilinguals’ learning of the same English words.
The resulis of the presant study have shown that neither a
monolingual or a bilingual mode of Semantic Mapping was the most
offe~tive made for all of the i“llingual subjects. Language dominance
was shown 1) be & cntical viirlable in determining which mode of
Semantic Magping was best for learning new English words.

NATIVE AMERICAN AND ANGLO USE OF COMPLIANCE.-
GAINING STRATEGIES OrderNo. DABS04219

Bunton. CHARLINE LADD, Pr D. The Univorsity of Okiahoma, 1984,
151pp. Major Professor: F.dmund C. Nuttall

This study examines Native “.mericang and Ang 03 as they
approach compliance-gaining situations. The functional appronch
presupposes intentionality i which 8 communicator constructs a
message intanded to bring at,out a specitic goal. The ressarch ig
concerned with the attempts of people to exert varbal control over
other people.

Forty eight Native Americans (representing twenty-one tnbes) arwd
torty-eight Anglos corrpleted questionnaires. The results confirm that
Nativa Americans and Anglos do use different "sets of rules” tor
expraasing themselves apuropriately in the same situations

Tha reauits are offered with the ascumption thay are goenarahy ahlg
tn at least the four and presumably more. situations used 1n thid study
n 4 Sagrrheant Other and an Insgmiicant Othar contert

while the sampla cannot be congidered reprezentative of the
general population, it culs acroa. the age, academics, areas of
nterest, and tribes. Therefore, the results should aizu be
peneralizabie to the tribes investigated by, and participating In, this
dtudv, and presumably more,

The 1:2'ngs uncover soma itmpartant Inforiation which hopetully
will stimuiate 1 ssesrchers to investigate populations in other locales in
the continentid United States.

LEARNING STYLY PREFERENCE AND READING
ACHIEVEMENT O URBAKN ALASKAN NATIVE STUDENTS
Order No. DA8418182

CLyne, Roges Dean, PH.D. Oregon State Univarsity, 1984. 146pp.

The American public school system has been delegated tha
responsibility for providing all children with an equal educational
opportunity. For the state of Alaska, this charge is both unigue and
ditficult. The academic performance of Alaskan Native students, the
state's largest min~ =", ie 2 serious concern due to their relativaly
inferior performar d exceedingly high dropout rate. A literature
review revealed few sudies deaiina with Natives' unique
cliaracteristics and none investigating preferrect learning style.

The purpose of this study was to determine the learning styles of
Native students, compare them with their White classme es,
determine whether or not sex differences exist and to as-.ertain the
relatiorship between learning styles and reading achiev :ment.

The Learning Style Inventory was administered to 141 Native and
478 White urban Anchorage students, grade 4-6. Data analysis
included one- and two-way analysis of variance (ethnic group and
sex) and Pearson product-moment correlation coefficients (ethnic
group and reading achievement).

Data analysis led to the rejection of all four null hypotheses (alpha
= 05). Significant ditferences between ethnic groups included:
Pereistence; Authority Figures Present; Requires Intake; Late
Morning; and Consistency. Native students were less persistont,
preferred the presence of teachers, desired less intake and preferred
working in the late morning, while revealing greater inconsistency of
preierences. Native females were significantly better motivated than
males on both Self Motivation and Teacher Motivation. Twao low, but
significant, correlations were fourd between Native preferences
(Noise Level and Responsibility) and readirg achievement, white
sleven were significant for White students.

1t was concluded that significant differences do exist betwaen
Alaskan Native and White students’ learning styles which may have
educational implications. The data also suggest that accuituration
may modify Natives' preferred learning styles ard that the unique
northern environment shared by both groups may cause unique
physiological respanses which make Natives and Whites more
common on selected characteristics than either are to the normative
group.

Recommendations included replication of the present study with
both rural and urban Natives, exploring the impact of acculturation
upon learning styles. determining whether or not !ife in the far North
causes physiological responses which result in unique commonalities
tar its inhabitants and exploration of the construct of sequential-
smultanecus infarmation processing atulity with "ativés.




PROBFPECTIVE SECONDARY TCACHERS' RESPONSES TO
STUDENT USE OF BLACK ENGL:SH IN WRITTEN
COMPOSITIONS Ordar No. DAB429433

GRIFFITHS, ANNE MANSEN. Ep D. Memphis Stats University, 1984,
1E3pp Major Professor: Frank W. Markus

Purposs. The purpose of this study wa1 to determina if prospective
12achars recognize biack English usage and other English usage
. rors in wntten compositions of high school students. Specifically,
thua study was conducted o detarmine if students wers graded
ditferantly for using black English in written compositions and aiso if
significant difterences existed betwe 2n grades assigned to these
compasitions by white anc black prospective secondary teachers,
fs.nale and maie prospective secondary teachers, and underciass and
upparclass prospective secondary teachers,

Procedures. Prospactive secondary teacers enrolled in courses
at a large, urban state university were given an opportunity to read
and evaluate five written student compositions, which contained
varying numbers and kinds of general usage errors, and biack English
usaye examples. Tha sample consisted of one hundred prospective
sacondary t “achers.

The data were subjected to either a ona way analysis of variance
or ¢ two by five analysis of variance in an attempt to discover it the
respondents’ race, sex, or student ciassification in college were
factors in their recognition of black English usage and subsequent
evaluation of written student compositions containing such usage.
Two scores were used in analyzing the data: percentage scores (total
numbar of perceived errors compared 1o true errors and converted {0
a percantage) and holistic scores {perceived quantitative evaluation
of compositions). Any possible significant uifferences in cell megans
between the groups were explained by the Newman-Keuls post-hoc
test, which was used to show batween-group differences.

Findings: (1) Significant differences occurred between tte
number of black English usuge errors and prospective secondary
teachers’ quantitative evaiuations of these mistakes. (2) Significant
differences occurred between white and black prospective teachers’
evalustions of the compositions. (3) Significant differences occurred
between female and male prospective teachers’ evaluations of the
composhiom (4) There were no significant differences between
underclassmen and upperclassmen in their evaluations of the
compositions. (5) Race and sex appeared to be the two factors
showing greatest significant differences, based on percentage
SCOres.

Conclusions. There are a number of conclusions which may be
drawn from this study. (1) Less discrimiiation and, theretore, lees
penalty by teachers may occur with poo: er papers, possibly due to the
sheer quantity or mass of errors percetv. d by the evaluator. . . .
(Author's abstract exceeds stipulated moximum length, Discontimued
here with permasion of author.) UMI

READING, READABILITY, AND THE ESL READER
Ordeyr No. DAB42460OT

Hamsik, Marie Jacoueuing, Ph.D. The Floriga State University, 1884,
Bop Major Professor Frederick Janksg

This study reports (he results of research to determine whether
resdability formulas developed for the measuring of reading ditficulty
jor native English readers are apphable to the measuring of
resdability for Enghsh as a second language learners The specific
purpose of this study was to determine f four widely used readabliity
tormulas (the Flesch formula, the Dale-Chall tormula, the Fry Graph,
and the Lorge formula) measured reading duficulty for ESL students
enrallad 1IN intensive Enghsh centers in the Unaed States in
preparabion ior aeadame work

The Spesrman (ank order correlation coefficiant was used to
measurs the correlation between the clozs test results of £8L
stugents on a senes of passages known as the Miller-Coleman
Readability Scale and the readability formula results of those same
passages The findings were presented infour parts: (8) the cloxe
Afficulty index and standard dev:ation of the reading passages based
on results of the cloze tests, (b} the difficulty index of the same
passages using the fous ditferent readability formulas; (c) the
relationship between the cloze difficulty index and the difficult. index
of aach readability formula; and (d) a method to enable teachers to
match a student to appropriate reading matenal given a known
TOEFL score and a known readability level for a passage or text.

From analysis of the data, It was determined that a correlation did
sxist between the rank orders of the passages as rneasured by the
cloze scores of the ESL students and by the readability formulas, and
hat this correlation was meaningful. .

According to the ddta of the sample, it now seems possibie tc state
that the four readability formuias and graphs used in this study do
measure readabilkity of ESL students and that they can be usad to
selsct material appropriate to the reading level of ESL students.

THE EF<ECTS OFSEMANTIC MAPPING ON VOCABULARY
ACQUISITION AND READING COMPPEHENSICN OF BLACK
INNCR CITY STUDENTS Order No. DAB417934

JonES, SANDRA TROTMAN, Pr.D. The University of Wisconsin -
Madison, 1984, 192pp. Supervisor: Professor Dale D. Johnson

The purpose of this study w. : to examine the effects of two
prereading vocabulary teaching strategies on the vocabulary  °
acquisition and pasgsage-specific reading comprehension of fiftth
grade, black. inner city students. The students' attitudes toward the
prereading strategies 1o which they were exposed were also
examined.

There were two experimental treatment groups and ¢ ~=
comparison no-treatment groun. The treatment conditions were
semantic mapping and a conventional basal approach. Semantic
mapping, a categoricai structuring of information in graphic form,
smphasized the reiationship of target words to learners’ priof
knowledge.

Sixty-seven, fifth grade, black, inner city students from & large
medwestern public school district participuted in & practice session
and two experimental sessions of approximately forty-five minutes
sach. Each session consisted of subjects participating in a prereading
activity, reading an expository passage and completing a multipie
choice vocabulary test and a passage-specific reading
comprehension test. Following ths 11st experimentai session, subjects
completed an attitude questionnaire.

Mean scores of intact classrooms were used as the urit of data
anaiysis. Data were anaivzed using the Welch Aspin and th Wilcoxon
Tasts,

The three major hypotheses compared the performance of the
swbjects un the dependent measures of vocabulary acquisition,
passage-apecific reading comprehension and affective responses of
subjects to the two experimental strategies. The results indicated that
Ihe semantic. mapping group scored significantly higher on the
voeabulary acquisition and the passage-spacific reading
comprehension tests. No statistically significant differences in
attitudes toward the treatments were found between the two groups.
An examination of the descriptive data indicated that both
experimental groups had positive attitudes toward the vocabulary
teaching strategies,

Statistical findings revealed that semantic mapping, 8 direct
iwtruction vocabulary strategy that capitalizes pri the categorization
o* concepts and students’ prior knowledge. does positively atfect
vocabulary acguisition and passage-spacilic comprehension ol
expOJNOTY DASSIQTS.
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THE BEHAVIORS ACCOMPANYING THE WRITING PROCESY
IN SELECTED THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE NATIVE
AMERICAN CHILDREN OrderNo.DAB424805

KasTEN, WENDY CHRISTINA, PH D. Tha Urivarsity of Arizona, 1984,
227pp. Director: Yetta Goodman

This study is designed to analyze in depth, the bahavicrs that
accompany the writing process in six third and fourth grade Native
Amaerican children. The children's writing, collected over a two year
period, was observed by a team of researchars who caretully
recorded revisiuns, rereading, subvocalization, resource use, stop-
and-thinks, interruptions, and relatad talk while writing was taking
place in the regular classroom setting. Four groups of questions were
posed &s a result of the observations focusing dround the kinds of
resources young wriiars use, the way they revised, the role of oral

_language during composing, and the reiationship among the various
observed behaviors.

Young writers use both ,uman resources and a wide variety of
ingrimate resources such as dictionaries, bulletin boards, and other
ciassroom print to assist themselves and each other in speliing words,
and making various other decisions about their writing. Thie subjects
have ditfering strategies for revising their texts, but have speiling and
neatness as their highest priorities. Children usa more resources
more extensively when they are encouraged to, when the materials
are accessible, and coilabbsation among classmates is promoted.
Approximatety 90% of all oral language that takes place as children
write ia relatey directly to their writing. Ofal language is a part of and
seema 1o be important to alt phases of writing, inciuding strategies for
consideration of what to write, collaboration with others and finding
an audience. The use of oral ianguage demonstrates that all aspects
of the composing proceas including pre-writing, text generation, and

_ revision or reconsideration of text are dynamically interacting as
writers compose. There are important co-occurrencs of types of
behaviors including stoy-and-thinks with inlerruptions, revisions w'th
subvocalization, and revisions with resource use.

P

DIALECT USAGE, FUNCTION WORD ACQUISITION AS
RELATED TO READINESS FOR FORMAL SCHOOL
CURRICULUM Order No. DAB419084

Lau, Aigen C. Watson, Eo.D. University of South Carolina, 1584,
154pp.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the reiationship
betwean dialect usage. function word acgusition and readiness for a
forma! school curriculum. More specifically, the study investigated tha
relationship between the amount and percentage of dialect used
when verance attributabie to function worc acquisition was held
constant and performance on a readiness assessment battery. This
study attempted to determine significant differences between the levei
of function word development and “ready” and "not ready”
performance on the readiness assessment bettery The two major
questions posed by this study were: is there a significant relationship
between ¢ialect usage and readiness for a first grade curnculum
when variance attributable to function word acquisition is held
constant? is there a significant ditferer.ce between functiorn word
acquisition and “ready” and "not ready” performance on a first grade
reaciness measure?

The Sentence Repantion Task (Anastasiow & Hanes, 1973) and the
Cognitive Skills Assessment Battary (Boehm & Slater. 1881) were
sdrmunsstered to 72 children during the first three weeks of first grade
The chindren were randomly selected from a rural, poverty area
iccated in uppar South Carolina All the childran ware from ryrsl
tarmiling of 10w $0C10- 8CONOMIC HiAtus backgrourkds MNon-tinnorty
cruidren were not incluged in the sample.

The results indicated that dialect usage as meas  od by frequency
and percentage of dialect used was not significantly reiated to the
readiness measure A signiicant difference (p < .0001) was found
between tunction words used correctly and children who were
dentitied “ready” on the readiness measure Finaily, a significant
diterence (p ¢ 0001) was found between function words omitted angd
children identified “not ready” on the readiness measure.

This investigation did not support the hypothes:s that diaiest
usage of low socio-economic status, minority chiidren is related to
performance on a readiness battery However, the investigation
supported the hypothas:s that there 13 a significant ditference
batween level of language developmant of children icentified “ready"
and/or "not ready” on a raadiness meesurs.

FACTORS INFLUENCING THE OFFERINC OF MINORITY
LITERATURE IN COLORADO HIGH SCHOOLS, 1971.1983
OrderNo. DAS422838

PaiLmer, PowLy, PH D. Unlversity of Colorado at Bouider, 1584,
46pp. Director: Professor Richard J. Kraft

The purposs of this study was to examine the offering of minorty
literature within saparate courses in Colorado high schools from
1971.1883 and to determine the factors which affected its inclusion in
ov exclusion from the curriculum. Brief attention was aiso given 1o
minority literature contained in general American Litarature and
American Studies courses.

Data were collected through & survey questionnaire developed by
the researcher and mailed to all language arts department heads in
Colorado high schools. Follow-up interviews were conducted with
teachers and principals at five target schools. Further information wel
gathered tfrom North Cantral Association records for 1871-72, 1978-
77.and 1881-82. In addition, American literature textbooks were
.malyzed for their minority literature content. Additional sourcaes of
information inCluced intarviews with university personnel in English,
sducation and admiseions, examination of ACT, SAT, 3RE, and ONE-
Engligh study guidss.

Major conclusions of the study included that in the middie
sevenities N1 more than one-fitth of the high schools in Colorado
offared minarity literature as a separate course. After that time the
number declined 10 a level aimost equal to the schools which offered
geparate courses in 1971.72. The number further declines in 1982-83.
In addition, rather than be inciuded in traditio~al American L iterature
courses, minority literature has generally fade d into obscurity.

‘ Seven factors emerged which influenced the offering of minarity
literature in separate courses: the community, building principal,
disfrict curriculurn, budget, availability of books, student population,
and, most signifi-.antly, i decision of the individual teacher. Factors
which affected the offering of minority literature within American
Litersture courses included: textbooks, isacher svaiuation, district
requirements, stals requirements, and maoat crucial, tsacher
praparation.




LINGUIST!C CUZS USED BY ELEMENTARY BILINGUAL AND
MONOLINGUAL READERS OrderNo. DA8415012
Rivema, Maria Aczves, En D. New Maxico State University, 1584
1868pp. Chairman: Dv Leon E. Williamson

Problers. How do siementary bilingual students compare with
elementary monolingual stude tsin using linguistic cues when
reading aloud in Spanish and in English?

Tha study investigated the subjects’ effectiveness in using specific
linguistic cues when reading material systematically e~~oded with8
morphological, 8 syntactic, 8 grammatical and 8 semastic erors by
(1) analyzing the differences in reading comprehension scores, total

number of & rors corrected and types of errors corrected most
Irequentty by the four groups of readers in the study--

Soar sh/English bilinguats who read In Spanish, Spanish/English
bilinguals who read in English, Spanish monolinguals who read in
Spanish and English more'inguals who raed in English; (2) expioring
the possibility 6t a relati :nship between the quantity and the type o
arrora corracted by the 1 _aders and their reading comprehension
scores; (3) making an interpreative analysis of some of the subjects’
oral reading to interpret the use of visual and nonvisual information in
attending to the encoded errors.

Procedures. The Spanish/English bilingual S, were from 2
slementary schools in Southsen New Mexico. The English
monolinguals were from the elementary school in Canutilio, Texas.
The Spanish monoclinguals were from an elementary school in Jubrez,
Maxico. S, chosan to read in Spanish read from the CTBS Espafiol
Lavel 1. S, chosen to read in English read from the CTBS Level 1
Form 8.

Findings. (1) Spanish monolinguals performed significantly iower
in comprehension scores and in total number of errors corrected.

(2) Subjects corracting more syntactic errors obtained the higher
comprehension scores. (3) Morphological errors were most often
correctec: samantic errors were least often corrected by ali the
resders. The interpretative analysis reveaied the readers’ use of
linguistic competence. They used only tha cues which carried the
most irdormation. Most readers were proficient in using nonvisual
inlormation. The paycholinguistic theory of reading, that reading san
active [rocess whers the rasder uses his 16nguags competence 19
2aek cComprenension, was supnorted.
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