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This bibliography has beén ¢ompiled as part of a Continuing
series designed to make information on relevant dissertations
available (to useks of the ERIC sySBtem. Monthly issues of Disgertatio
Abstracts International are reviewed in order to compile abstracts of
dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible in
searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for dissertations
themsilves is included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the following dlssertatlons are included in thls

collectlon.
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THE WOMAN WRITER EMPOWERED: A S;UDY OF THE text processing system used by th ters as well as general
" MEANINGS OF EXPERIENCE OF TEN PUBLISHED FEMINIST tendencies in nz" '°9',W"'°';' o GC';\)'"::S.- ﬂ'e:‘ w'i"m' :
. ’ composing and revising activities illustr @ nece or “
WOMEN WRITERS . Order No. DAB426014 straightforward text entry during composin (2) the imporznco of a
ALBnECHT, LiSA Diane, PH.D. State University of New York at Buffafo, . - " pre-writing or planning facility, (3) the necessity for easy accessto
1984. 247pp. . I previous text while composing, (4) the emphasis on directing the
' . ' . format of a text during ¢omposing, (§) the imp te of the use of
i dy w describe tha interplay of .
Ianmopeu;rrig“ucl)t'utr:;:t:‘h:Iiv:ss toc; selsected wome: v‘v)r;zrc;. v(;:{:enn templates to direct form and content, and (6) The simultaneous nityre |
the lack of poiifical, economic. sexual and educational powgr of - o ';‘."3'"9 and eompasing. The data also indicated that (1) ';‘g'“’"
woman in this society. particularly third world; poor and wgrking® * ,i-activitias varied depending on the'"lelvel” of revision, (2) a high
class, the thesis described how ten published teminist‘\qomen writers number of r“;’lon’ were to}p‘e spelling and format of the text, {3) a
perceive and express their linguistic power. The writers are: Dorothy hbqhe.r percentage of the revaions were purface ra!her than
Alison, Gloria Anzaldia, Becky Birtha. Beth Brant, Fay Chiang. Jan . ™Meaninglul revisions (editing o text rather than revising of text),
Ve Clausen, Doris Davenport, Ruth Geller, Haftie Gossett, Audre Lorde. (4) the writers all made a substantial number of revisions of all kinds
Marge PierGy, Mirtha Quintanales and Jeweli Parker Rhodes. , and levels, and (5) 4 high percentage of revisions werg made within
Each writer was interviewad and audio-taped fof 2-3 hours. She re- one °|"tw° words of the point of current téxt entry. By &xamining
constructed her writing experiences autobiographically by examining experienced computer writers at wosk, composition thearists, .
her lite within a saciocultural and historical context, paying particular resoarchers'. and teachon'can '”‘m. to uhdmu_ w'p the
attention to race. class. ethnicity. sexual identity and educational potentiais of word processing for writers.
background. Buiiding on that information. she then examined the - '
meaning of rhetorical context in her work: why she writes, for whom, ¢
and what her voiceis. ' * . ' (/\ . . _ ,
The researcher did a 3-part case study experiential analysisof .
each transcribed interview retrieving information by: (1) looking for .

emerging themes based on the interview format, (2) looking for othver
themes that evolved that were different from the format, and

(3) collaborating with each writer by asking her to corro_bbrate the
findings. Patterns of similarity and difference in the meanings of the

'
-

. \ , -

writers' experiences were isolated foliowing comparative analysis. ) * .

The model developed to describe the-interplay of language and THE NATURE OF INFORMATION INNJECHNICAL PROGRESS
culture upon the meanings of experiencetof the v:rrrlters studied has . REPORTS: AN ANALYSIS OF WRITE INTENTIONS, TEXTS,
thres parts: (1) Writers have muitiple identities. To be whole and sei- . v .
aﬂirml‘:v.q. wrl(te)rs need to integrate non-hierarchically all barts AND READER EXPECTATIONS a Qrdcr No. 048501 234 .
themaelves into their writing; (2) Writers write in social contextgthat - Banasas, Guuymrive Peterson, Pu.D. University of lilinols at ?"'“96'
@ both immediate/situational, and global, and are historically' . 1884, 230pp. K _
dewmined; and (3) There is a reciprocal relationship hetween the This study is an examination of the informational content of '
development of a writer's identity an@ the writer's awareness of technical progress reports in a corporate R&D organization. it

, ~ audiance. Audience is comp(isod of mumple identities as is each compares the type of information that researchers (scienﬁst‘ and

writer, . o, . engineers) intend to include in their reports, the information actuahy

. - ¢ contained in their reports, the information actually contained'in their

reports, and the information their supervisor readers expect in the

, . reports. The study involved nearly 50 subjects at all levels of the R&D

. S ., organization and was conducted in threé phases over a year's time.

4 - During Phase 1, which consisted of interviews and surveys, the
context within which progress raports are written, read, and used was -

. + Studied; in%ddition, the supervisors determined the poor-writer and
THE COMPOSING ACTIVITIES OF COMPUTER LITERATE the good-writer subjects, and the writers' and readers' preferences
WRITERS OrtderNo. DAB8502759. for different kinds of information were compared. Ouring Phase 2, a
) mathod for classifying types of information was developed and used
BALKEMA, SA'NDRA.JEAN Bovr, Pu.D. The University of Michigan, 1984, 10 analyze the researchers’ progress reports collected in Phage 1.
144pp. Chairman: Charles F. Lehmann ' During Phase 3, two context-based experimental tasks that used
Descriptions of the writing processes of "expert” pen-and-paper these reports were desi‘ned and conducted to determine the types of
writers ara commonly accepted in composition research for their » information identified as most important and least important bythe
importance in the development of theoretical models of writing writérs and readers of the progress reports and to determine whethar
behaviar as well as applications for the teaching of writing. With the . these subjects had similar notions of cata, resuft, and donclusion.
increasing use of computers by writers, descriptions of the ~ Among the findirigs are that, with respect to the informational
composing processes of “compyter literate” writers are necessary for xmom of the repoess, the good writers, as compared with the poor.
a more thorough understanding of the act of writing. . iters, have intentions that more closely match their supervisor
The writing behavior of four writers was monitored as each writer - réaders' expectations; their progress reports contain a significantly
composed and revised a document using the text procgssing : lower percentage of unprocessed information and a higher
package, VUE and RUNOFF on a Brime 350 and 750 minicomputer * percentage of processed information; and they moré closely agres
system. All of the participants. were oxpﬁnced users of several with their supervisors about theinformation most important in
computer systems, including sevar teb rocessing systems. Their progress rpgorts. Analysis of other variables indicates that the Y
behavior was recorded and analyzed to provide a description of their diffetences betwedn the good writers and the poor writers cannot be
composing and revising activities. The corpus of data consisted of " explained by degree of education, major, years' work experience.,-
records generated by a computer-tracking system which recorded = years at the company, or years working for the suparvisor. It is -
keystroke activity of the writer using the text processor, parsonal suggested that the differences betwean the two groups may be due to
histories of the subjects which detail thair computer, writing, and different composing strategies, ditferent concepts about the nature of
typing training and experience. and personal logs kept by these - communication and progress, and different assumptions aboutthe
Cwriters as they composed which outline their non.termindl activities purpose and audience of progress reports. Included are the.
-during the session. These d e then grouped and coded implications of this study's findings for R&D training prograins and
accarding to type, “level,” a thod of sach revision. teachars of technical writing, as well as suggestions for further
' Theresulting case study ripflons suggest weaknesses in the research. '
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WRITING AND COMMITMENT: SOME PSYCHOSOCIAL' - |
FUNCTIONS OF COLLEGE WRITING OrderNo. DAB424670
Brooxe, RosEat gpwmo Pw.D. University of Minnesotd, 1984,
334pp.

Thie study synthesizes sbme elaments of composmon theory and
pdst:twcturalusm in order 10 open up new questions about writing

<0nd itg relationship to signification, culture, agj individyaliity.:) argue

ar-

4

that the notions of “writing processes” opéraing in both theories
require that connectipns between signification, culture, the
unconscious, and consciousness be addressed. Thesé connections
can be summarized in two questions: (1) who (or what) does the
writing? and (2) given the answer 10.the first question,'why is writing
éngaged in? }

The study is divided into two parts. In the first, | deveiop a theory of
writing as signification synthesized from the work of.three
poststructuralist theorists (Derrida, Lacan, Foucault) three
developmaentai psychoiogists (Vygotsky, Piaget, Brunér), and two
sociolinguists (Goﬁman Labaov). This theory claims that the dynamica
o the.seif (which lead to the experience of consciousness) arise )
through the processes of signification. Since these processes invoive
an interaction between various strata (human biology, cultural -~
semiotics. language, and desirg), what is experienced asmdwuduahty
must be seen as a function of this interaction, always involving
socialization "development, and signification. Consequently, “who -
writes?” and “why write?" must be answered with reference to this
interaction. That which writes is aiways a conglomerate ol interacting,
functions;, wnzmg as an activity produces new significations which
both support and chaiienge thé social systems which value them and
from which they (in part) arise.

in the second part of this study, | apply this theory to a pamcular
range of writing behaviors.-those of academic discourses. |
investigate schotarly research for publication, teaching, and student
work. | conclude
#n environment in which a certain kind of individuality is produced

. and valued; it offers a means of 'socializing new individuals to this

environment; and it necessarily produces a divisiori between
signification, self-perception; and kmwtodgo within the individual
who writes. Because of this necessary division, college writing always
requires individual and institutional revision [rom those who amploy it.

.
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ARODUCING WRITING IN THE WORKPLACE
- . | . OrderNo. DA8423118

PHD Fordham Umvors:ry 1984 254pp. Mentor R‘%:"

dults writing at work were studied to describe their purposes and‘

prbcesses The participants were a collage administrator. a counselor

" and a psychoiogist The data included work-related trgnscriptions of

verbalized thinking during the writing, longhand notes and ‘dratts of
the participants and final typed cop:es of the documents produced

" dunng a 3 week coliecting period interviews provided more

iMermatipn on the writing processes of these mfovwants All writing,
was directed to redl audience and invested with res! purposes
Writirig tasks were the actual work respbns:bllmes ofthe 3
participants.
The major hypotheses resultingfrom this study were: (a) writers
ihternalize pianning for familiar tasks and the sense of familiar
audience is part of their tacit schema for each writing task, (k) wriprs

in the workpiace seldom revise written products that they consider -

Final Drafts and work-related writing is-frequantiy a starting pointfor

drscussion rather than an end point, (¢) pausing in silence and verbal
refiecting are important features of writer processes in the workplace,
" (d) wnters th the workplace 8itfer in kmds of tasks and audiences but

“

at college writing serves three functions: it creates .

- . should be an outgrowth of concern for the improvement of writlag

‘reveal :ﬁm’il&( patterns with regard to planning behaviors

. [& : - Order Ng. D 8421620

" oral and written figurative comparisons, was delivered i in two tharty

language examples did improve after the planned mstructional '

- 1984. 232pp. Adviser: Lee Odell )

The investigator suggested that continued research in writing

instriietion. The tollowing i1ssues should receive tufther attention:
(a) the effect of instruction in the strateg:es for recognizing what is
usetul data for composing. (b) the etfect of prescribasd format on ease
of composing. (¢) the effect of writers being conscious of their own
processes, (d) the eﬂect of allowing writers to determine when a
piece is to be considered Final Draft. (e) the eMtect of real purpose
and audience incorpogated Into ingtructionn writing. "
A A t
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THE EFFECT OF POETRY ON FIGURATIV! LANGUAGE
USAGE IN CHILDREN'S D‘SCRIPTIVE PROSE WR|TING

XON, DuNeJ PHD. The Umvers:ty of Toledo, 1984, 92bp

Purpose. The central purpose of this study was to determine tha
effqcts of poetry qn-the use of figurative l[anjuage in the prose writing
of Fourth Grade chUdren Other purposes were to investigate the
dsﬂerencg in figurative language usagé between experimentai and
control groups, between investigator-taught.and teacher- -taught
classroonis, and between the control groups and a creative writing
group. The study also sought to determine the appmpnmeneﬂ. md
completeness of the child's hguratwe comparison. , .

Procedure. The study took place in a schqol system in”Northwest
Ohio and involved ninety-five fourth graders. A compo:ition .
pretest/postiest was designed, administered. and analyzed both
quantitatively and qualitdtivety. Treatment, consisting of poétry,

discussions of figurative comparisons, and oppohunitiu to create

minute sesgions a week for five weeks.

* Findings. Chlldren in the experimental groups did show an
increase in fugurahve language usage. Although children in the ~
experimentat groups used a greater number oQi\gManguago
examples on the postiest, they did npt use a greater amount than the
cohtrol groups. Children in the in igagor-taught classrooms wrote a -
greater number of ﬁgdrative Iangtﬁe examples than did children inf
the teacher-taught classrooms. The creative writing group did not
write a greater number of figurative. angl:#de examples than the
santrol groups. Chiidren in the experimential groups wrote a greater
number of higher quality comparisons orthe posttest. )

* Conclusions. The findings’of this 5t:dy do not support the
conclusios that poetry encourages chikiren 1o use figuratwe
language in their descriptive prose writing. It appears that who .
delivers the treatment may be & m:tor in children's understanding and
use of figurative language. The quality of the children$ figurative

r \
program. ' , ‘.
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WRITING IN AN 'EMERGENT BUSINESS ORGANIZATION: AN
ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY R “Order N’*DAGSOOQCQ
Dorany-FaRINA, STEPHEN, PH.D. Rensselaer Polyfocpnlctvsrltuto.

The social processes and functions of wtitirig in a newly fo?m.d
computor software company have been studied in ah exploratory
ethnographic research project. This investigation describes and
axplains the collaborative writing process of the company's -




) )

S . : .o
axecutives as they collaborated on the writing of an Important
company document, The data for this Investigation were collected
Over & period of eight monthd, during which the researcher took on
the role of participant/observer. The data coliection procedures
included writing field nates, and tape recording meetings, open.
ended interviews, and discourse-based interviews (Odell and
Goswami, 1981). Analysis of the data proceeded alohg thi lines of the
Constant Comparison Method (Glaser and Strauss, 1987). Results
show (8) how social and organizational ¢ontexts infiuenced the
collaborators’ rhetorical context, and (b) how the collaborators’
rhetorical acivity influenced the organizational context of the
Compeny. :L

Specifically, this r rch traces the writing of a partic ularly
Controversial passage of the document over a period of 22 months.
During this time the collaborators’ percepfons of their social and
organizational contexts influeniced (a) theyr conceptions of the -
rhetorical situauon‘ for writing that passade, and (b) the manner in
which they collaborated with each other. In‘addition, the collaborative
writing process influenced the change in the company's authority
structure by providing the opportunity for & re-apportionment of
authority to occur: Through the writing of the documerit the
company'’s authonty structure changed from entrepreneurial ¢ontrof
to control by a managing committes. These results (a) posita
reciprocal relafionship between writing and the organizational context
of the company's top management, and (b) suggest that current
theories of composing should include social interaction as a part of
composing processes. o
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TOWARDS DEFINING EXPOSITORY PROSE WITHIN A
THEORY OF TEXT CONSTRUCTION '

‘Grase. WiLLiam PETER, PH.D. University of Southwrn California, 1984,
Chairman: Professor Robert Kaplan )

The purposé of this research has beeh to examine "expos_itqry
prose” as a genre type within an‘overall model of text construction.

* The research attempts to mddél statistically the textual parameters
which define expository prose, and distinguish it from other text types.
At insue is the specific question-of whether or.not the notion
“aexpository prose"” is definable. And if it is definable, what are its
particular features? To approach the specific Guestions of expository .
prose as a genre type, it was firstnecessary to examine the more
general nature of “text.”" That is, what makes a text definable as such?
And how may texts vary? - _

A review of the literature defings a text as a multidimensional
construct determined by tMerpction of its various components on
all ievels of text structure. a view of text structure requires that a
theory of text construction be dlaborated to explore what components
of text exist, on what levels, and how these components might interact
to create defining tektual parameters.

Following a review of the literature on the nature of expository
prosa, the thesis describes a corpus selection procedure which choss
150 texts in 15 groups of 10 texts each (400-500 words per text,
approxirhataly 70,000 words total). The corpus was then examined for
33 linguistic variables including: syntactic categories and
constructions, cohiesion counts, lexical counts and-posture (attitude)
measures. .

The study first employed tactor analysis to define textual
parameters existing among the 150 texts examined. Six factors were
jnterpreted. Signiticance tests indicated that the factors (textual
paramaters) distinguished the 15 hypothesized text groups. The
ir'pretod tactors were then used in a ghcrimimm analysis to

’

(

determine the dastfnctionc among the different text types.

Overali resutts indicate that
nolional term " expository pro
appears that research involvi

there may be some validity to tﬁc

se” as a general genre type. It also
Ng expository prose mugt be

reconsidered in light of the various sub-groupingstound in this study.
. Further, the stuldy Supports the notion of text as a multidimensional
"construct,.and indicates which variables may combfine to define
particular textual parameters, .
(Copies available exclusively from Microgriphn'c's Department
Doheny Library, USC, Los Ahgelas, CA £0009.) '
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PORTRAIT OF AMERICA: THE FEDERAL WRITERS®
PROJEGT IN AN INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL CONTEXT

. OrderNo. DAB425487
HirscH, JERROLD MAuRY, PH.D. The University of North Carolina at
Chape! Hill, 1984. 835pp. Supervisor: Dr. George B. Tindall

This study treats the FWP as an episode in American cultural and
mtellectual history and as part of the cultural component of the New
Deal's-program of political and economic reform. National FWP
officials contempiated the relationship between government and
culture, and ullimately between cuiture and democracy. The studies

' they directed tried to broaden the definition of who and what was
Amarican. They were infused with the idea that a discovery, an -.
scknowledgement, and finally a celebration of the nation's ¢ tural
pluralism offered a basis for national integration that was incfisive, .
not exclusive, and democratic. not coercive--a torm of unity based on ,
culturd! inderstanding, not merely the administrative ties of a large
bureaucracy. The FWP guldebooks tried to Yo this by dotumenting
Am’rican diversity. Other FWP programs probed deeper. By giving
ex-slaves, .ambers of ethnic groups, urban workers, and ordinary
Southerners an opportunity to speak directly-to their fellow citizens,
the FWP intended to reopen social, cultural, and historical issues that
had been covered over with cliches. The romantic nationalism and
cuRturai pluralism of national FWP officials ~ere manifested in the
state guidebooks. Their interest in modern art and the development of
modern America influenced the FWP oral history projects. Therefore,
anttwopologists--Edward Tylor, Franz Boas, Paul Radin--and writers--
T. S. Eliot, Carl Sandburg, and Ralph Ellison-.figure prominently in
this study. ' _ S

What gave unity to the approach of national FWP officials was a

- shared romantic nationalist, cosmopolitan, and pluralist view of
American cuiture. As romantic nationalists they assumed that the
study of the experience of ordinary Ameridans could provide the basis
for a revitalized national culture; as pluralists they believed all groups
had to be taken into agcount; and as cosmopolitans they thought the
varigus groups that constituted Am*ca could benetit from iearning

about tellow citizens different from thamselves. It was
cosmopolitanism that made a romarfic cultural pluralism possible.
The choice, FWP officials saw, was between an inclusive nations! -
community that recognized and encouraged differences--cultural
pluralism, and an exclusive community that sought upity through the
suppression of racial and cultural ditfarences--totalitarianism.
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FEATURES OF THE THEMATIC AND INFORMATI.ON ..
STRUCTURES OF THE ORAL AND WRITTEN LANGUAGE OF
- GOOD AND, POOR WRITERS . Order No. DAB4 26049

Jammson, Bansana CanoLyn, Pu.D. State University of New York at
Buftalo, 1984. 154pp.

This study investigated how features of syntax, thematic structure,
and inforrpation structure of good writerd differed from those features
tor poor writers and from those features in the speech of both groups.

‘The measures included the number and repetitions of Themes (the
speaker's topic) and Given-New reiationships as well as the amount of
tactual information each student conveyed in speaking and writing.

Twenty-four college students viewed a brief film and reported what
they had seen in writing and orally to another student. The written'
presentadens were rated by experienced teachers for amount of

vntormation included and for wnting quality. - :

Students who rated low on information presented iess information
in speaking as weil as writing than those who rated high, suggesting
that unfamiliarity with written forms was not the saole source of thier
low rating on intormation. ,

Syntactic choces in writing were different from those in speaking.
Writers had fewer simple sentences. more coordination, more relative
clauses, mdre appositives and reduced clauses. and more of other,
kinds of subordination. The poor writers werd weli below the average
of tha total group in other subordination, while good writers were )
sbove the group average in use of appositives and relative clauses.

Themes wereY'efined as grammatical subjects with cantent. Better
writers had more themes than poor writers but aiso had more
sentences about their themes than poor writers. .

Better writers-mjade more adjustments from speaking to writing.
They used more répatition or substitutjon of themes (and fewer-
pronouns) than poor writers. They showed more detachment and
formality, by nat using the narrative then/now as often and by being
more likely to provide anaiysis or criticism in addition to narration.

Students presented about the same amount of information in
writing as in speaking but were more concise and explicit in writing. ¢
Al students made some adjustments for mode, with those rated high
making the greatest adjustments.

This study suggested that aspects of Functional Santence
Perspective, such as topical progression, can provide a conceptual ’
framework for use in analysis of student writing and in ingtruction.
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CHINESE STUDENTS' ENGLISH COMPOSITIONS IN TERMS

OF THE NONLINGUISTIC VARIABLE OF SOCIOCULTURAL

. DIFFERENCE: A CONTRASTIVE RHETORIC .
* Order No. DAB424338

Lin, Joun CHIYEE, Pu D University of Kansas, 1984. 238pp.

w diflerently Chinese
The study copsists of

Thig research is an explogltory stud
iniversity students write an English expos!
;‘\rv‘;v;:t‘sy: (1) 150 compositions writtengd st two pa.ragraphs and
(i) 139 one-paragraph compositions‘. e Part || exgmmed only
paragraph movements, Part |, the major concern of this study.
investigated four areas: (1) opening paragraphs, (2) 'paragraph
movements, (3) paragraph development, and (4) topug senieqces.
Each of these areas was givided into some specific points, whnch_
were determined by a parallal consideration of literaturd on E‘nghsh
and Chinese paragraphs and the writer's preview qf students' English
compositions To facilitate his investigation, the yvmer used‘markert.
signs. and numerais to fepresent what he_found in students

itions. . i

con}:;osmcnb. how ditferently students wrile an expo.sltiqn and to
dentity students’ problems, the writer useq the fouovw.ng three-;gep
procedure (1) investigation of four areas in students compositions,
(2) cross-reference of the four areas, and (3) contrast of what

$ . «

" literature on English and Chinese paragraphs was described and

what'the writer found in students’ compositions.
Inadeguate literature pri(hinese paragraphing caused the writer
to investigate 50 fiodel Chinese expositions ip two areas:
(1) paragraphsin isolation and (2) paragraphs in contextual aspects. .
The results of this'investigation claritied some over-simplifi
statements on Chinese paragraphing. With regard to paragraphs in
isolation, only 33,18 percent of the Chinese paragraphs followed a
general-to-specific movement. The results seemed to disagree with
'Cheng's theory that whole-before-pant (general-to-specific) was the
principle of Cl?;nese paragraphs. At best, Gheng's theory is only a hait
truth regarding Chinese paragraphs. As to Kaplan's idea, this writer *
did not find in his investigation any circies-or-gyres paragraphs that
"are developed in terms of what (things) are not..’ The writer
-conciuded that Cheng's general-to-specific theory and Kaplan's
circles-or-gyres idea were neither mutually exclusive nor
compiementary ‘He found generai-to-specific movement ang direct
movement (English rhetoric device) scattered in Chinese paragraphs
inthe proportion of 33.18 to 51.82. Concerning paragraphs in the
contextual aspects of Chinese expository writing, results indicated
that paragraphs in Hsiung's four contextual aspects occurred in those
compositions but with a different chance of occuirance.

-

“THE EFFECTS OF WRITING ABILITY AND MODE OF
DISCOURSE ON COGNITIVE CAPACITY ENGAGEMENT
' OrderNo.DAB421889

Rexp, WiLLiam MickatL, Eo.D. Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
Uqlvor;lfy. 1984. 91pp.

3 ln{his study, the effects of writing ability and mode of discourse of
gognitive capacity engagement were jnvestigated. Sixty-three callege
freshmen of varying writing abilities (basic, average, and honors) were
randomly assigned to experimental treatments {descri writing, -
narrative writing, and pefsuasive writing). Using tHe secondary task
method, it was found that writing ability differentially affects cognitive
capacity engagement across modes. For example, honors writers
were least engaged when writing descriptive essays but were most v
engaged when writing persuasive essays whereas average writers
were most engaged when writing descriptiva essays but were le
engaged when writing narrative essays, .

Analytic quality scores and engagement were related and results
werg interpreted in the context of schema theory to estimate the
learning potential of a given mode of discourse. Also, éngagement
and syntactic complexity measures were related. It was foung that as
words per clause increased, engagement also increased; whereas, as
clauses per T-unit increased, engagement decreased.

*
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READER RESPONSE LITERATURE: A SODURCE FOR
EFFECTIVE DESCRIPTORS OF THE REVISION STAGE IN THE
PROCESS OF WRITING OrderNo. DAB4268082
SHANAHAN, JoSEPH BERNARD, PH.D. State University of New York at
Bufiaio, 1984. 257pp.

The revision stage in the process of writing has been identified.and . .
defined to a certain degres but has not been described clearly I
enough to provide teachers with an accessible means of diagnosing

-revision problems and assigning prescriptions. Teachersg need to
know more than the fact revision is a nebulous and difficult process to

~ . v
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2:::;?):ic:/:ea%l::::m;v;rt;ssz‘:mn:'m the subjectivity of this s'tago 2”"‘"9 Va”a.b!es- r Q‘ationshnps between' levJelt af be;hert;liti'(rooic ot
Responding 1o & piecp of literature and revising a piece of written eas) and“rel@tionships within each level of generality (consistenty of

ideas), were the most powertyl discriminants and had [
Jea: artialw's »
significant at the .01 level. The prediction equation wag able to
', classify correctiy 78% of the essays for the three groups.

work require careful readings Because rsading is essential to both L
activities the purpose ofthis study is to i&estigate the similarities

* between reader response literature which studies carefui readings

and the careful readings done during revision. The concepts of reader . Conclusions. The testing of this modei copficmed:that the variablas
response theory as espoused by Bruce Miller, Louise Rosenblatt and included are powertul diacriminators of writing quality. The variables - °
pon oy 83 €8P0 Y o of - : of meaining are the strongest predictors of writi lit i
Roman Ingarden provide an understanding of how.repdmg a piece of the otHier variables of organizati ng Quality, and while
iterature as art can be ¢iscussed. This study examingsthe 1 . meaning is the domin.n?;?mx: ion are reievant and nece: .
. applicability of the termihology taken primarily from Bruce Milier . nsioh aof effective communicttien.

- -

i (intensity, abundance; ordes and balance) as sffective dcscriptovu _ - L :
the revision process 07.1 writer when the writer views the written figice L
asant. *.. . . ‘ . ¢
The sampie for the study is the collected rough drafts of fGur . ’
poems of the weil established post, Joan Murray. The poems were ) I : .
studied by examining the rough drafts for number and kind ofchan P i X'F
by the investigator. The same poems and dratts were discusséd-by the - : .
poet during a series of\taped interviews where the poet revealed the -
rationale for each of the changes she had made during the revision ., . . .
process. Additionally, discussions were held where the'ipdet . TEXTURE, PATTERN, AND COHESION INCNRITTEN TEXTS:
d'rscuu;d her «deas about.revision and poetry in generai. T A STUDY WITH A GRAPHIC PERSPECTIVE
nformation gleaned from these souyrées was anadyzed. ; : . Ords .
Thae results of the study indicate that the tern??ibundahce. ofder, OrdérNo. DAB427913

balance, amd (with resarvations) intensity taken from reader response S1000hRD, Sana E. (Sa LLY). PH.D. The University of Nebraska -
theory are apt descriptors of what one poet dsmonstrated during: Lincoin, 1984. 251pp{ Adviser: Julia Peneiope
mb&oq‘as well as what she deecribed as her own revision behavior. That some entity cafed ‘text’ exists has rarely been questioned, .

but because of its complexity, the synérgistic nature of such texts ig
, little understood. This synergism is the dynamic product of reader
. Pprocessing which is more than, but §ependent on, the physicai text
) produced by a writer. One aspect of this synergism is 'texture’ which
. . . . *  is caused by an overlaying, as it were, of numerous text patterns,
: + including cohesion\This study provides an insight into thé rudiments

. ./
d N . l /

' A L o texture, and hence synergism, by analyzing the patterns of three
AN INTEGRATIVE MODEL OF COMPETENT WRITING " types of conesion i thirty.ve publisfed text representing fve. ¢
OrderNo. DAB425853 genres. " .

.The patterns of cohesion for these types.-definite articies,

Swaen, MantHa¥iarGaRET LowseR, Py.D. Georgla State University - fronouns, and agent dispiacements--were computer-analyzad for

. Colfdge of Education, 1984_161pp, , " "frequency of occurrence. The statistical results demonstrate that
" Purpose. This investigation consisted phases. The first was these types occur with some degree of regularity in all texts in al
to construct an integrative model of com writing which would genres, but they aiso show that some linguistic signals for cohesion
describe expository writing in a way useful for college writing . are !{“biouous or unfulfilied.
pedagogy. Based an the concept of ideational ynits of meaning, this * Furthermore, when abstracted locationally And drawn graphically
model altows for a description of organization of text that blends form on the computer as 'maps' of cohesive networks, these patterns
and /eaning. It contains three dimensions: structure (levelsof . »*  uncover aspects of cohesion that the nymerical data canriot. That is,
generality that fluctuate), density (development of ideas), and . ésthe nymber of cohesive elements per cohesive node varies and as
meaning (relationships of ideas). This integrative model was to clarify the lengths of the cohesive ties vary, so wiil the relative cohesiveness
the end-point of a future developmental model and to provide those in of the texts vary. An index of cohesion developed to show this
the field of composition with a toal for measyring writing quality. variability reVeals that the personal essay genre is the most cohesive
The second phase of this study was to test the modei using college while the nonfiction genre i$ the least cohesive.
level essays scored holistically in grder'to discriminate writing quality. Because the'mind of the readet must simuitaneousiy manage all
Methods. lllustrations of experienced writipg and inexperienced types of cohésion (as well as other text components), the processing
writing served as basics for the description ofibis integrativé model. of texts is extremely complex. In order to describe this complexity for
Three essays were analyzed according to the dimensions of the “patterns of cohesion, a set of maps showing the networks of each of
modet in order to define and clarify the major'aspects of each the three types of cohesion was transferred to colored
dimension. : o _ transparencies. These maps, when overlaid, suggest not only the
- Yo teat the model, three groups of expositogy. assays written by complexity of the processing required to read & text, but also the

cokege sophomores and juniors were analyzed according to the multidimensionality of textual synergism. :
model. Seven vanables.-were selected to sarve as predictors of . . : . "
' differentiation among the three groups in the discriminant analysis
_performed. i
;5 Stepwise discriminant anaiysis was utilized to determine if the
" . 633ay8s analyzed by the integrative model actually comprize three j
diterent groups. Additionally, this tunction was used to determine the
most powerful variabies for discriminating writing quality. s
Resuits of Testing the Mode!. The resuits of the discriminant / ' <
analysis showed that all seven variables were seiected 10 enter the 7,
model (F in .001). The stepwise discriminant revealed that the two N !
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\  COMERENCE AND COGNITIVE STYLE | , . - .

WikLiamg, Javas Darg, Pu.D. University of Southein Caiifornia, 1983.
Chaisman: Professgr W. Ross Winterowd ' . .

The purpose of this ressarch was {o investigate the relationship '
*Mnn cognitive style and coherence in discourse. The primary . ) .

“mﬂ'mis was that coherence 300“ vary bimodally by cognitive -
| p _ \

. fe claasificatdn. /. . i
] ., « -Fartyfour subjects in their first term of coilege composition were \ :

A sslacted on a volunteer basis from the University of Southern .

Calfornia, Chemeketa Community College, Salem, Oregdn, and the

University of California, Los Angeles. Each sibject was administered '
the Cultyre Fair Inteligence Test, the Group Embedded Figures Test, - ) : ‘
ind the PF-16 Pernonali:y Asseasment. Each subject received OA
inguistic stimuli that cal

*
’ .

ed for responses that ranged from - .
‘Spontaneoug dislogue to monologue to writing. A group of readers ' " 7
“==naware of the nature of the research evaluated each response -
holistically, rating it in terms of coherpnce via & coherence rating |
scale devqloped by Bafberg. Coherence scores were then analyzed
#n'relation to cognitive style classification as irdicated by the Group
Embedded Figures Test. S . .
: The hypothesis that coherence varied by coghitive style was *
N . clearly supported by the data. Statistical anal showed that

. cognitive style effect was highly significant (p < .00S), accounting for ,
' sbproximately 40% of rved behavior (R2 = .4(9). Furthermore, }/
fieid dependent subjegts were eight times morae lik ly to produce

. roduce discourse of low coherence . \\
.t than their field independent couqterparts. - Co
~  The results suggest that cohelgnce in discourse is largely a
deveidpmental phenomenon, not § pedagogical dne. Shoyid further
' ressarch support this notion, it wilfhave significant implications for®
composition pedagogy. '
(Copies available exclusively flom Micrographics Department,

Dohon;v Library, University of Sou California, Los Angeles, CA
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