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INTERNATIONAL NEWS COMMUNICATION RESEARCH:
A'META-ANALYTIC ASSESSMENT !

. . , ) v
. mmopucnou Conceptualiz ing lnternational News

In 1953 the Rub.llc_Qnim.Qn_QuaLtenLybresented a special issue to -

Internationaj communication, annéuncing the ”Grand Opening of the world
to comr;wunization research" (Katz & PIIsWort'h 1980, p. 135). In-his
contribution to this issue, Lazarsfeld optimistically predicted a promising
growth in the field, claiming that it was extremely Important to recogmze
“and explore the “special opportunities and responsibilities of international
commurﬂcatior_\ research as a major news development within the social

. sciences” (Lazarsfeld, 1952, p. 483). | |
T More tharl three décafies have passed since Lazarsfeld made his remark
on the emergence of 1nlterna§10nal commun’icat‘ion research, Td we have
seen a spectacular expansion in this field in terms both of .quantlty- and
quality. For ' studies specifically dealinp Mth internatio ._l news
communi.cati‘on, the growth is also outstanding. As seen %n tie numper of
publlcationé shown in Table 1, this increase was part;cuwcrl ac I've.
between the 1940 and 1950s and this trend has continuéd:through this
decade. | |

Conceivably, the content and context of the previous studies on
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international news communication have also’ ° experienced éxtensive

. ¢hanges (Deut‘sch,g'.lgSG). The -earljer interests in propagandar;,an'd g
| | . . - ;
C | p'arative media '§ystems'(see Lazarsféld, !952; Sm[th, 1956; ;’l\owl_an’a:
1973; Lee, 1982; also see below in section 2) have shifted to today's
hotspots in .exa‘rriining news values (i.e, Bérgsma, 1978; Matta, 1979
Atwood, 1982), news factbré (i.e., (‘?éltuw-& Ruge, 1965; Ros'eﬁgren, 1970,
1974, 1977; Dupree, 1971;, news structurqs (Galtubg, 1971, Nna‘émeka,
1980), and news fiow imbalances (i.e., .Hestgr’, 1971, 1974; Larso'n, 1979,),
to name just a few subjects, in the world communication system.
The“toncept of international news has been defined ﬁumerous times by
- various res'earchgcg (e, Davison; et aﬁl., 1980, p. 10; McAnany, et al.,, 1982,
p. 7). Among others, Hur.(1983) pres/eﬁ;éd the t;rm ina sim'ple but concise
way: “International-news is . . . the activities of news.éxch;ng_es betWeen
countries, regions, or between countries and regions” (p. 6). Hur also
emphasized that ar:y research de.al')ing with the topic of international news
must be concerned with the communication products which are
. disseminated_'acrossﬂnational. boundaries thréugh interpational mass -
.communica;lop"rf)g‘twprk. Semnmiel, who lstuqied international news in U.S.
newspapers, defined international news as "any story with a foreign

\ :
referent (country, leader, organization, etc.), a foreigh dateline, and/or’

-
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internationai¥ content in the lead paragraph” (1976, p. 733). Semmel |

continued to suggest that in international news research foreign activities

were typically divided into internal and inter-nation or international types

b
LY

of events,

Heis.ter's deflnftion | of 1ntern9t19nal news includes f_ive -nécﬁéssary
cétegories: " |
| _--any news under a foreig-n dateline;
‘--news originating in on_é country (i.e, the Unlté_d States) but clearly
upon a foreign topic; |, <
--news about international a'g;encies/or’gamzations;
--any 'pictori_al material upon foreign syb jects; and
!

letters-to-the-editor (Hester, 1971).”

Unlike these definitions metfoned above, Le Duc (1981) claimed that

“International news should not be considered as 2 distinct category of

news items, rather only as a descriptive term for particular domestic

‘news stories made available to international news agencies'f.or use by

--any fb?'éiéh subject material or item appearing in- editorial or

o

foreign media client (emp_hsis mine)” (p. 141). Addi;ibnglly, when’

bemoaning the tréditional concept of international news, r'farkél, f _omjnder
of the International Press Institute (IPI), recently said, “International
3 5
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" news is not foreign, it's local, tts immediate, it's highly relevant tdthe

nation and people (cited from Pratt, 1980,p.9). - ~
. .. - \ X
Even in this small sample of definitions about jnternatiend! newg, we

have already seen at least.two theoreticat--as we'll_ as m_ethodological_-_

problems associated with the field. Ftrst, there is'a vague distinction '

between the terms “foreign néws' and. “international news.” Second,

- researchers have not made much effort to discern the differences between

“international news flow analysis" and “international news coverage

research.” ! 3

In general, the confdsio‘n from the first dualitmmore of a conceptual
rather than methodological problem That is, in a sense, foreign news is |

always relevant to world affairs and thus needs to be aimost always

: considered as a part of international news. Or, as Markel stated, “Foreign

news is misnomer. In this interdependent worid, we are affeced by almost

- any event, almost everywhere” (cited from Pratt, |980, p. 31). McAnany

also pointed out that the use of “foreign news" greatly ignors the actual
characteristic of such neWs involving at least two nations (1982, pp.

6-7; also, Peterson, 1979, p. 120).

" *Thé"mistg\derstandin'g of the second two phases, between

_International news flow analysis” and "internatfonal news coverage

Yo, \ ’ Rl
4 b. '
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: research,” has mainly resulted from a methodological puzzle. As Hur
| L e | | ' e P

(1982, 1983) indiceted, the_-international news, flows research’ fs

, . essentially'a “fl;w or transaction” study, déa‘ling prl‘n;ariiy with the
volume and direction of news between and among countries .Int.ernati'ona\l\\
news“.coverage research, dn the other hand, usually c_oncer%s_ the ana‘lysifs
of the af'nount, “.typt;, nature, and structure of interna;tional rjews.
d.isseminatéd acroSs.national bbundaries. In Gﬁher words, Fhe flow study is
interested ih message proceedings, Wle c;)verage stgdies are chiefly

. involved with content analytical work of neWs values, news factors, and.
news patternsyThé flow study examines mainly news exchanges b?tween
or among nhations, and the co;/erage researchrefers to the content of .news.

This paper, consequently, suggests that future studies in this f ielé be
more cautious to the distiin::tiong of tﬁese two pairs of terms. The failure -
to distinguish between terms _(;ften causes 2 confusion in building up

'theoretic.al propositions and thus dela;{s the cbnstruction of applicable .

- theoriés in an area. In this papér, however, these four types Oj_’ studies will
be considered é.nd rev1elwed altogether since no f irst-hand quan'titati\)e N
dafa are involved here. The following reéearch questions are posed for this

e | \ P
" L V{T\at has tl>e.en. the hiiétorical baclsgrognd yr"the study of .inter-- '

| .
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national news research in past decades?

2. What are the fain Characteristics, of tiie current research trend. in ,'
this fleld? «

3. What are the problems facing today's research and researehers in
the aiialysis of international news in terms both of t.heo'ry and

methodology?

~

4. What are the main contributing studies and~gesearchers in this

field?

L .IHLHJ.SIQBi_ﬁAQKQBQﬂMD_QLINIEBNAIlQNAL NMRE&EABQH

A quick survey of J.o.umaliﬁm__Quar_t.gr_lx Gazette, Bublic_Qmen
Quarterly, Jnumal of Broadcastino and JmimaLQr_CQmmummmn would

reveal that the early research on international news flow or coverage

emphasized two aspects of news: how the ~.United States was portrayedyin

|

the media of othe} natieris, and'wh'.at. the effect of Arpelgican society

wasa‘the' i’oreign news i receives. .These studies pubiisr;ed in the early
»stage of this field fali into three general types The f irst group of studies
mainly originated from Harold D. Lassweii S expiorative work on Allied

propaganda during the First worid Warﬁ(i.e., Durant, 1936, Spitzer, 1947;

Coste, 1950; also Lazarsfeld, - 1952), which~ was concered with |
) &

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

ERIC - o 68
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. | communicat_ion activitjes fbtf, creating favorable ﬁﬁ]agés across nat\ona\l_

boundaries:

_ : . h
‘The second category includes studies concentrated on the subjett of

~» . ) @ ] .
foreign news:in the press of certain countries em}er individuatly -or

~ collectively (Hart, 1961, 1963; Markham, 1961). Also included in this
v - - . : e ' .
g'roup are those studies which examined the amounts of foreign news in

L4 Y

)

America's mass media or the Jlow of foreign n'ews'betwee,n the United
* States and other countries, studies based mostly on small-scale content
analysis to find out how America was portrayed (i.e., Merrill, 1962; Wolfe,

1964). Lee (1982) galled the work involy’éd Jn thi\group the "attribute

»

. studies”.
The third group deait largely with comparative media systems, aiming

at introducing or evaluating the press br other communication systems in

different nations. In Journalism Quarterly, for example, much of the
literature, mostly published before the 1930s, repdrted oQ the press in

\ . Brazil (Sharp, 1940), China (Hsin Ye Wei Ma, 1938), Francs.(ﬁ“arlow, 1937),

L]

‘and Poiand (Olszyk, 1938), {o>name' just a few countries. i

Generally speaking, the research tradition of international news

J
4

communication implied by these eWs was closely related to the

\
historical events (Turnball, 1957; McNelly, 1958). ~ For example, as
otor A | N
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. Lazarsfeld (l9i’2) lndlcated international communlcatlon research ,made

L3

its beglnnlng"durlng world War ll wlth particular lnterests in stﬁdylng the

 J

- shortwave propaganda from the Ger;nan slde Toward the end of the war,

however, lnterests in lnternatlonal organlzatlons as a means of 6reservlng

' P

/
world peace stimulated most of 'the researgh and writing at that time.

During- the 19505 and 1960s, studles related tqthe medla lmage of
. . America sprouted simultaneously with the East-West tension.

Such a significant correlation between the lnternatlonal news research '
and historical eyents*remlnded us of at least two entitieg: First, /
researcher‘s in.our area often watch the world environment elosely and
their studies are -frequently pollcyj-orlented (Mowlana also witnessed, a
pur'st.'of research on _lntrenatlon;l" communications stronély affected by
US. strategic interests; .see Mowlana, 1973, 'pp..73-90). Second,-thls

| attltude with str@ lnterests in current '_en,vlromenta_l. changes,
unfortunately, has a}%’o prompted' man)l studies in lnternatlonal neﬂw’sfq
communication with Ino. c'on_tlnulty, focus, or conerence in" their conte”r‘it..

L

Along with theée shortcomings, studies in this area have often "l:een_'
. \r , . 7 . ] : ' v ‘

_crlt:lclzed as being fragmented (Lee, 1982), or non-accumulated (Smith,

1956, p. 192; Schramm, l963 op. llB 19). Since researchers-—nbrm !

frequently influenced by the~ “event agenda, they were comparatlvely

8 10
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unable to lead the f ield toa more abstract and theoretical level.
:"-"Smlth noted this problem and called it the cultural lag in the qUality

| oi inter tl nei communication research irr the Unlted States (Smith

4 .- \ ,“ .

l956) In his analysis published almost three decades ago, Smlth.

l

criticized that while the world conditions seemed to legislate thej

',./—;,.., I '

redirecbidn oi' concern to other areas of lnquiry, “mugh of the attention of | el

the major researchers [in. international communicationl/has been on the =

rather traditlonai probiem of the prooaganda in supporting of 'hot’ or ‘cold’

war under relativeiy conventluai conditions (Smith 956, p. 183).

. Smith also expressed his hope that the field would acqu1re greater

IL»\

_rzzamaty in dealing with communlcations in relation to total human and

v
“

~ social interaction and motivation. .

.'Although_ in avsen.se",Smlth's criticismsgvere almiﬁét the more ger,ieral
area of internatinal communication research, his arguments were still

shared by other scholars interested in the flow of international news. For
example in Hurs recent articles (l982 1983), rle repeatedly identif ied
the similar ‘problem of lacking the readily discernible patterns of

elaboratd character in the data in world news research. ‘Hur also

T

°complained that "th.er_n'are few research find{ngs [ln.this area) on what can

¥ be,called theories™ (Hur, 1983, p. 19), and that this shortage has made

,g'll ﬂ\ \‘
"o : . ' ‘ ‘




theoreticai synthesis diff icuit and premature ift not totaiiy impossmie

. PO . . . LI
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- _for inte national news research.

¢

) V_.-ill w&@ummmemwmmummmmmmmn T,

n the eariy i950§ the research trend in this f ieid began to shift to a

"~ more specific quantitative and empiricai direction Both governmeht and _
' -t 4 ' _ A Xa
private sources, inciuding,Ford and'Carnegie Foundations, provided‘ large ; |

O

grants for proJects conducted in a number of important institutes For

\_

, S examp‘le Ml]@,, initiated a program on “Studies in Inter:nationai

"Communication 6Smith i% p UNESCO also administered

,f

 far- reaching anaiYses of mass rnedia on an international, ievei and ..

3 produced a series of data books and ‘monographs with an overview of the |
worid;s network of rpass -com'munica‘tion‘media ( UNESCO, i962, Schramm, |
1 966; Buchannan &'Cantril, i953; also Schramm, 1963, pp. 18-19). - A |
- " The most egsehtial work of this.treng; however‘, ‘was probabiy set byia ™~ | o

series of r.eports issued in 195256 by;the Inter"n_ationai Press'hinstitute. /

| « (iPI)in:Zurich(iPI *952 i953 1954 i956 also see Robinson&Sparkes -
comment, 1976, p. 203). With a membership of more then 1,350 editors ",

"epresenting 600 newspapers in 45 countries/trfis organization wasx

' iounded in 1951 by editors assumably having no iinks with any%/ernment

" (P, 1966). Considered as the first systematic survey of intefnational * °

. , - ’-‘~ - . . '
[KC | » o, ,‘|0 l‘a - P

AR
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ﬁws flow, these IPl publications illustrated oroblems cor&ernlng the

1mbolonced news exchanges between developed ond develoing notlons—~o

»

g tobic which has sincer domlnot,ed ,th,e areq’ of. lnternotlo’nol newe_

communicotion r:eseorc"h for. more than 30 geors

. * ¢ .
In general, IPl's studles concluded that tw&thlrds af oll f orelgn news
. 4 -
'tronsmltted by . the world news og:ncles were of the offtcwl -kind,

¢

. chiefly about polltics and laggely o reflectton of Amertcoﬁ pohcg Tneg

S * -

AN

L d
Ll . o

further revealed that the five world newsogencles were the p_oromoum. +

vy -

' s'ource of news .for.the average newspopere in and ot of the United_Stotes

ghd that the coveroge of the news ogenc\les is heovily centered-on a few

4 -

major countrlee' nomelg, the Umted Sﬁtes the Unltecld(ingdom Germong, :

kS

Fronce etc Since the average. reoder was gettlng 1ncompﬂte ond of%
] . ,

‘ distor.ted plctures of foreign news events, IPI ‘S0 recommended to have

e

more ln depth explonotlons of forelgn news, a better bolonce in coveroge
' &

~of forelgn offolrs ond more space in the press ‘devoted to international

4 .
-

news (IPI, 19.53, pp. 8-12). .,

o

P‘robobblg. es 6 réult of IPI's studies, reseqrchers reported thet rates '

for transmitting -news in Asia by worldwide news ogencies were reduced

in t'_hetl,950,s,' and,. on the otner hond, the flow of news in thot areo was

- increased (Root, 1958, p. 89). Also under the IP| sponsbrship, French and

o

l\,y
rllf (,$

- i ‘.'|,)\‘. “‘, '
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~ German editors ,w'ere then getting acquainted with eath other at about. the

same time (Schramm & Atwood, 1981, pp. 178-9)
C e .
IPI S initial exploratory work was foiloxed by Schramm=s more complex

' ./

s and specialized\stfdies beginninglin ) eariy 1960s (Schramm 1960).

N
' his pioneering study of worid press Schramm compared 14 newspapers in
: N 4

| i4riations with conclusions simiiar to those of IPi s That is, the flow of
internationai news was basicaily thin 'and “unbalanced,” -with hedvy

coverage.of afew ,highly industralized countries but with little mention of

L 4

thoSe pations with low economic and political status‘(Kayser‘ reported a
simiiar' result after comparing 17 world major dailies for a seven-day

~ . o -

period see Kayser 1953).

| Schramm also continued IPI's research tradition in studying
| internationai ri’ews agenciee and : secutively issued two reports on this
subject (Schramm, i978,‘ 19§i). IntereStingiy enough, ingchramni_'s'more

recent comparative studies: which examined the dutput of ‘the Western

bt ?

’ w‘ire_servic_es witn news issued in the Asian press, Schramm softened his
} - . 4 LI . ( R . '
criticisms of those transnational news organizations (such as UPI, AP,
R ¢ 2 .. . 4 - . :

Reuters, ahd AFP) by c'on::luding that the wire services generally were
doing a fairly good job of re;‘ting Third World news. The problem; he feit

~ was much more that the mass media in deveioping nations Were not making




proper use of the information that was' available to them (Schramm &

4

-

Atwood, 1981; also see Dayison et al., 1980, pp. 13-14).

. I s .
- In essence, Schramrﬁ‘s greatest contribution to the research of

-

.' 'internatiooél news was his identification of major concepts and

dimensions in the fi‘eid,Spe'ci-fying the pattern, néture, type, structure, and

factors of 1n£ernatlona|lnews flow and coverage (also see Hur's comment, | E
1983). His continuous eff'orts in presenting results found from his
, comparative studies of world media systems afsd“paye provided us a

_ useful picture about the problems as'well as the po%sible solutions in
regard to the flow of world news. | oy .
_ 4 | \

Following the framework defined by the IPI's reporyskand Schramm's

-
—~
P

studies, Hester, who engaged 16 2 numbor of studies oo 1nte’Fhaf10nal news
mostly. publisheo_ in the early 19705," released his m'ét extensive
discussion_in 1974, In this study of the performance of the Assoclated
Press (AP), Hester found that the news being disseminated by too Wesiern
-+ wires could be classified into a few major__sobject categories (ie, -
military-defense, forelgn_ relatioos, ec‘onomocs, etc.), and that this news
f loweo mainl’_y from a few oourjtr*ies. Ih this artic'le, which was ;xlclerpted

] * *

from his doctoral dissertation, Hester redefined the methodology for

foreign news content analysis'--for example, what should be regarded as

) 'y .‘Mj

i3 15
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"foreign" and how to categorize the subject matter of news. He also -

~ pointed out the importance of interviewing and surveying the editors to

get insight into their perceptio' of foreign news seiecti'on and'reader

intepest. ™~

>

in his subseqtient studies op this topic, Hester changed his interest

\

from the wire services (1974a, 1974b) to other media, including

. television (1978), shortwave broadcast‘s-'(hester, 1984, Hester & Barnes,

. 1978),-and the Inter Press Service (1979). He also successively expanded
his concerns to such topics as: defiining international news categories

(1971), presenting theoreticai propositions (1973), and. suggesting

Important news flow determinants (1976). . As*Hur suggested (1984),

ls}

Hester's main contributfon to the research of international news was his.

formulation of a set of the‘reticai hypotheses explaining and predicting

=
the volurite and direction of worid news f lows and factors affecting such

flow.

wh

p,




Unlike the three ma jor‘contributions examined above, the fourth one, in

a broad- s¢nse, was an effort made by a group of researchers (mostly

Scandinavians) who undertook a dif ferent approach to study fh,,e flow of

world news. Among them, 'Galtung,and Ruge's work (1965) probaply has
attracted the most attention in this area. In this article they deve‘lope_d a
framework of analysis consis'ting of a'list of "news facters’ (the

_properties of events) which 1ncrease the likelihood that an event will be

perceived as newsv&orthy. More specifically, they asked three questions in

their study§ 1) What fs it that makes the phenomenasurrounding foreign

news? 2) What is the process that a news event is transmitted to anews

-

~user? and 3),What are the factors that make news flow or not flow, from

, '
one point to another in the international news?

In this extensive study'o'f news structure, Galturfg and Ruge first

suggested 12 theoretical propositions on attention, set up four hyoj)!;heses

to be testeg by content analysis of the presentation of the _Congo, Cuba and
Cyprus crises in four ﬁorwegian oapers and then pres‘enteﬁ anothér 12
suggestions for petter coverage of foreign events. Later however
colleagues in the International Peach Resegt}rmmitute in Oslo challenged

and criticized the Galtung and Ruge approach as being mostly psychological
a’

(le., Rosengren, 1970, 1974, 1977). Rosengren, another Scandinavian |

| Lo e
[ 4 . ’Nb‘ ' 15 1,7
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researcher, responded to this criticism‘ by suggesting that not only

e S

cultural and psychological factors but also political and économic factors

are poséibly relevant to the f low of intgrnati—onal news. He then compared
the election cové}:age ~of "British, East Germén, and Scandinavian
newspapers and suggested' that some "extra~media" data, sug_h as trade
relations z_amoné patfons, cogld also be good indicatqré of fews cdyerége -o'f’_ |
Qoi*ld affairs (Rosengren, 1977). I | H .

Inanother article written in 1970, Galtung argued that the hierarchy of

—

nations fs an important variable causing information flow. He then -

presented the idea of “elite-centeredness of news,” which has also been
| . : P

observed by another Scandinaviaﬁ r%pearchér, ﬂstgaard (1985), a S.wed”e,
from another angle by claiming that\the media not only re(,;ects but also
A

upholds the hierarchical ordering of nation-state. T th‘éory was .later“l‘

repeatedly tested by researchers such as Ric 978), Nnaetmeka

(1961), and Hicks &. Gordon (1974). In general, m st of Scandinavian |
* . scholars (including Sande, @stgarrd, Galtung, Rosengren) were interested

in Iocatihg the factors influencing the flow of international news (also
. . [
see Berg, et al.,.1977).

’

, 4 . ’
In summary, at least four fundamental studies of international news

research could be identified. IPI's reports have opened up the whole

¢
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research area of international news communicatjon to interested scholérs
and students,s'chgamm céntjnuéd this tradition by identifying a numt;£é4§f -
' import'an.t Subf ields for resgarchers. Hester conducted empirical st‘udies to
test hypotheses .proposed‘ by the earlier studies, including_ those o} IPl's
and Schnamm'é, and also contributed to the field by offering more
theoretical pfopositions abbﬁt’ lthe_volume and direction of the flow of -
international neWs résearch. Scandinévian rgsearchers, on the other hand,
have conéentrated their efforts on the factors that make an event

newsworthy. On the whole, all these studies have encouraged the growth of

the field in the recent decades. ‘ o R

V. THE CURRENT RESEARCH IRENDS 2
| According to Richstad and Nnaemeka (1980), the crisis of interna-
- tional news erupting during the mid~197‘0‘s has brdught%wjde changes in
the research patterns of news flow and the wayls in which the f low is
conceptudlized ‘and deécribed.. The field gained tremendous appeal and -
/ pop/ulAarity particularly after the Nairobi -Conference of UNESCO in 'i.976,
whﬁe Third World nations 'compla1ned aboﬁt Western media's unbalanced .
‘coverage and thus asked for a “new world information order (NWI0)." In
genera‘l, the Third World's demand has caused a 'fun'damental shift from the

L 13 .
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1970s to 1980s in fhé content of 'n¢ws exchanges aérosé national
boundaries, that s, from "We'stern-l-dominated,“’}. colonial/imperialist-based "
hews— structures to a more diffused, decentralized news f low structhe,
with a variety of aiternative flow structures !based on various interests
and rputual.needs." (Richstad & Nnaemeks, 1960, p. 5). ‘
- lw-hen we reviewed those s}udies publ'ished sinée ‘l 970, it seefned
appropriate to point out that af least_four;%ypes of framewqu have lbeen.
brtoédly empldyed .to analyze international ﬁews. The first one, which is ._
concerned _primar‘ily with the content ot_ international hews, often adopts
one .of Lthe ffve different methodological approache§: 1 Geographical.
- approach, whi;:h examines ihter‘national‘ news flow on.a cross-national .
T . (i.e., Kliesch, 1980; Pollock, 1980), ckoss-regional (i.e., Hester, 1971), or
worle.ide basis (Laréon, 19_79),"'2) 'meqia approéch, whiCﬁ investigates
international news by studying singl_f medium (1;e., Almaney studie,d.
television, 1970; al-Mujahid examined new#magazines, 1970; Saﬁin et .al.
surveyed newspapers), cross media (meaﬁing two different media, te,
AtWood & Bullion comparedﬂ newspapers and news agencies, 1982
Kristiansen et al.' compared radios and ,televisions; -. 1972), or multiplé .
x ‘media (more than three kinds of media, i.e., Lent & Rao studied int'l neOWfs
_ in two. néwspapers,.one ﬁewsmagazi}we, one TV.broadcast, plus AP ‘A’ wire,
I 18
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1979) ;5) event approach, Vvhtcn analﬁes the pattern of news flow based
on either a geheral news or single/multiple events model; 4) time-period
approach, examining the flow of international news based on either. short

or long-térm periods; and S) stUdying-method approach,'meaning research

t
t

. . _ ' : A
.studies adopted one or combined research methods to investigate

tntemattonaLnews (see Tables 2 & J). :

~ Six theoretical approaf,hes comprise the ‘second framework these
represent the phtlosophtca-l bases for studies on tnternattonal news. The
first approach tncludes general conceptual analyses ;f news flow, such as
Galtung and his colleagues propostttons Nam S functton théory of
international. news (1971), and Nnaemeka’rand thhstad_ s center-periphery
theory (Nnaemeka, 1978; Nnaemeke & Richstad, '1'980, 1981; Richstad,
1978). The .second apbroach under this framen/orky composed of studies
on news values. rﬂccpmb & Shaw's"-'..'tiheory of, agenda-_set_ting (1972) and
/ - media soctologists’ definitions of news values were hoth borrowed
’ extensively to explain news Blows tn the- tnternattonal scene. For example,
Matta's study (l979) closely examtned ‘the Latin Amertcan concept of -
international news, while Bergsma (1978)’tested the hypothests that the
more news values an event satts}ies the higher the chance it will be
reported.

L o 2l
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The third subfield in thfs (theofeti_cel ) framwork was basically

derived‘ from Galtung and Ruge's c-laeeical' research (1965) on locating

determining factors in ‘the process of rews exchanges (i.e:,/ Dajani &

Donohue, 1973; .Hicks & Gordon, 1974; Ros’engren', .I 974, 1977;‘Charlee,

1979): Studies in this area aiso' intended to-'iden'tl.fy the. news sources |

which controiled the fiow ol; news (i.e, Hatta, 1979; Skurnick, 1981). The

.. ’ fourth approach here contains.a large number of resear‘chers w‘hose |

attention have been on the so called gatekeeping functton of news at the

in(btional level (i.e., Atwood & Bullion, 1982; Peterson, '1979; and

Hester, 1974). |

News flow research sometimes was involved Wito topics "i"n'ot'her“’

ere;q, namely, foreign policy, politics, etc. This chaoacterlstic becomes

¢ the fifth approach under the framework of theorettcal research on

international news, emphasizis;_ an interdisciplinary oerspectlve of

) - studying _veorlq news. Such studies tncluoe news flow and foreign affairs ,

(Agha, -l:‘978; .Almaney,.,l 970),‘news flow and political Independence
(Nnaemeka, 1978; Bishop, 1975), news flow and the e@on in another

country (thter 1982; Thorn, 1971); news flow and war.coverage (Lee o

1978, Goren et &1, 1975); and news flow and _soc_lopoltt.tcal development

(Coffey, et al., 1977). '- v
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' Th'e-‘sixth approach under the theor_etlcal. framéw rk relates to the °
lrﬁagé studies, aloﬁg with a tradition endcted by Lippmann's work on
stereotypes (1922). Researchers in this group have often investigat'eq" the
so-called "news maps” of the world’(i.e., Atwood &Bullion, 1982, Gerﬁner /
&Marvanyi, 1977; Dupree, 1971), as well as images of countries portrayéd ,
in international news. | |

Thé third framework of international news res;:earch can bé labelled as .
.‘* “news imbalance ,” sin‘ce'it deals, Mth an attempt to maintain a
“balanced” or two-way f.llow of interna.tional news. Weaver & Wilhoit's
e ]981 ‘'study, for example, tried to determine; whether glite countries
receive more ne\,_w\cwerage than Third World countries. A st.udy. like this

often concerns itsélf with “news value 'imb'alances.“ Another approach in

this framework relates to the “subject imbalanpes," that is, whether "hard

]
i

news” or any specific news cétegory‘ (le., mil_itary-defensé) gained more

attention than others,(i.e., Becker et al., 1981; Hester,”1974; al-Mujahid,
~ |

b

1970). The third approach, which may be termed "“sour_ce imbalances,"
frequently concluded that Western news ageges dominated the world

1nform~'ation market and the Third World hardly gaiﬁed any coverage by
these 'transnatio'na'l news media (Le Duck, l'98.l; Skurnik, 19812 Larson,

# .

! %79; Schramm, 1978).




\
The fourth aoproach here is labelled as ref erring to "‘new.s stro_ctur.é
\' L | imbalance," i-nvol.ving_ stddi_es ) concerned.- with _one-yvay flow of
_international-news,; or 'aboﬁt the imbalanced neyva exchangea,-.between
regiona or nations with‘a'“structdral flaw“ (Richsdat, ‘i'978; Hicks-&
Gordon, 1974). The last category in this framework.mainly includes those
studies investigating the quality imbalance in international news, such

as \he notion that Third World coyntries always received bad and

crisis-oriented coyerage (ie, Riffe & Shaw, 1982;. Larson, 1979; Bishop .

1975). S D
The fourth framework of the current trend ie re-lated to the bulk oi

| literatures in this area de‘aling with news factors . Here, five categoriea -
- were identified: a) cultural/historical affinity, meaning researchers

!odnd that cultur‘al. relationship‘ between or. among nationé/regio:ns |

o -»

controlled.the intensity ofinternational news oetween or among them (i.e., .
Skurnik, l98|; [iajani & Donolue, 1.973); 2) geograonical _distanc,, showing
that pnysical distances hetween countries and regions inf luences the flow

of international newsl(i.e., Sparkee, 1978: Dupree, ié?i)j 3)—ideological :
affinity, which argues tha§ ideology is the main cause of news flow iie

Adams & Joblove 1982); 4) economic ractors including trade relations s

(Ros/ngren & Rikardsson \’974) import or export indexes (Charles et al.,

.A

Lo , LY.
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1979),. and GNP (Dupree, 1971), which dominaté%i the causes of world news

tran_sm'issions'; S) populatiori,. or demography, which determined the
o . 'strength of news exghanges between or 6ngons (Charles et

" al., 1979); and 6) othér facﬁors, incluhihg the : development of

» v

telecpmmunicﬁbns (Hur, 1979, 'Charles et al, @79); negativity of ne%’ .

_ evér}ts (Wilhoit & Weaver, 1982),: tourism (Srebérny;Mphammad, 1978).

In summary,'four frameworks of current research tradition have been

® .

idént_med in this section to work toward synthesizing the literatures |
. | . - | ‘”' P - ‘
related to international news published between 1970 and 1982. A list of

these categories is given in. Table 2, which also shows the various

v 4t

approaches includeq in ea!ch framework. An itemiz«;d l‘ist of article_,s are
bresented in Tabl'es 4 and 5 in order to show contené and methodologif:al

¢ | characteristics specified in these studies. In the .follo;ving sectﬁn, a -
_‘criticism of previous studies will 6e i'ntr(')duced, and a concluding remark

A

is included afterwards.

V. DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION
First of all, when we reviewed the literatures of the 1970s and 1980s

o , | | >
(see Table 3), we’fo'und several methodological problems existing in

'today‘s international news research. A close look at Table,3 revealed that

. 23
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- most empirical studies conducted in this period were completed by using '

L3

-eontent analysis (91%), and only a handful gf research designs were
executed by employing other single or combined methods In a sense, it

seems that the resear‘ch tradition of- int-ernational news flow has been

dominated by the technique of content analysis. | ' BT

A

Indeed, content analysis remains one_,of the most powerful.empirical

research designs in the social sciences A obviously has disadvantages as -

T

Fwell For example it can only examine the recorded" commumcation and' .

“all the data need to be arranged in 2 way permitting analysis. Secondf"-'

tent analysns always has potential problems concerning its reliability

and validity, which means if the analytical procedure is not consistent or:

if the document chosen for examination is not appropriatei the f indings

from content analysis may be doubtful and problematic (see Hoisti i969) L

r

Therefoge, when we censidered our data obtained from previous studies o

in the 1970s and”lgaos We were amazed with the relatively large number

of the work done by utilizing content analysis exclusively This problem |

became just as puzzling as we noted the lack of studies using other ty'pes -

of methodoiogy (namely, survey research experiments etc) For example :

»L

during the whole period examined *only a couple of articles (Sparkes

1980; Peterson l979) were designed to study the perception of~




ihternationai news in the rgaders mind’ or the S0~ c,li‘ed audience : -

]

research by using a technique such as survey The insuff iciency of having -
| this kind of research work would have restricted our ability to undecgtand

. | the publics desire for certain news. we alsohave very Iimited knowledge.-

.iB
: about the pattern how the pepple in different societies select news about

»‘\'

’other nations Do people in Japan, for exampie ‘own the similar perception_

(%

;‘ ) of news‘. selection with (}ﬂmericans? Do the Chinese request the same

kind of news items as Brazilians? Unles,s we have more endeavors in this

-
@ »

direction these questions will notpossibly be answered S0oN.

The Iack of experimental designs and multiple methods in the ddmain of
_ international news research also has prevented us from knowing the truth
about international news concepts More importantiy, this probiem has ) |
BN made it imp.ossibie to ow,ain a comprehensive view of the reasonings of | o

! | international news flows, thus delaying the crucial task of constructing

_theories in our field ' | | / .( |
A number of researchers have noticed this embarrassing situation and ¥
p . * * harshly criticizeq the super;f iciality of the research trend ‘brought up by'

“ this concentration of using a single method in international news studies.

For exmple Nnaemeka (1981) criticized that \




All of these studies employ a method of content analysls-- -
namely, the classlflcatory scheme deve ped by Bush or a .

v_arlant of lt--whlch- does not discrifinat between e\{ent;

types but rather lumps all kinds of events into pre-selected
I - - P

‘news, sebjects’ (p. 102). B
o : «

.
™ (Y

Nnaemeka continued his expressloh of dlsappolnment by warning that such
,lnsufflclent patterns v{ould lead us to questlon the thepretlcal and
- r;actlcal lmpllcatlons ln our work.

Hence it seems that studles using a varletx of research .deslghs on a

. certain joplc would enable us: to m),gerstand the world better. More

| 'speclflcally, studies based on a partlclp_artory conslderatlon (e, using . -

- survey or experimental designs), rather on a sender’s viewpoint (i.e, using "

content analysis alone), would be much more signif lcant.



R

v :
v

Another similarpicture showﬁ _in' Table 3 Is that fnost fesearchérs
conducted studies in internatfonal news were not very extensive in their
way of using empirical techniqges. Mo‘st.of them examined only onf single -
mediun'i (most fréquentl'y the newspaper and prqbat;ly always included the
New York M) in one c‘ountFy?_(a'lthough not shown in this téb_le, _the
United Sﬁates was the most ofﬁen cited "host country”) to-analyze the o .:;}
news f féwing from the other (éountry or region. The sample size I'ncl‘“uded in

' their studies usually was iess than bnp month, and only one resea;c_h |
"te'chnique (u;suahy c;ontenf a;nalysis) was employed. Only limited numbers_
of subject categories were identified in tHese studieé (frequently
political or ecoho};tic news), énd e}tat;stical methods of téntimes were not
applied except tﬁe simple frequency cou;\ts. | | | B - .
Truly, .t?ns kind of research projects cannoi provide us any complete
picture of thé masé communicatiph systerrﬁ*eiaged to the international
~flow of news. The repeated efforts on aqfew- topics. in this area, l.e., news -
quality imbalanées and news value inequalities, have wasted a.10t of our;'
time without improving our knoWledgé about other reasonings of news at
the international scene‘ Sometimes, findings.from these studies were even |
~conflicting one-another simply due to varfed sampling Tethods'_emmoyed n
different time and from differnt media. Generally speaking, these gtudies
. 27 | , | . | . | g
29 Y,
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- aave failed to show us a useful panorama, and the information contained in

. Ly ]
them was less accumulat ives |

To iAmprove this perplexity, mdrg studies on untouched hypotheses
. shoufd be encouraged ii.e., Is the c?verage of news abt;ut a .coun_try related
to that cbuntry‘s e;conomic developrhéht? That 1s, Does the more developed
a c;)untry bécome, the moxe news it b:oduces?).’ﬁesearchers should also
engaée in more _sysiematic revrg‘ws 6f literatures in -order.to reflect the
state of the art in our area. Essentially, we n:ged to discover the long-tem;
effects of'certath news flow' ‘pattér"ns. Varied research fechniques_ and
| stﬁtistical measurérﬁents v;(ould be helpful tn_ the fdture projects, and,

finally, those piec.es involved with .only a few "old-fashioned” purposes

need to be avoided. - o ' -

\'

Theoretically, the most crucial and critical prablem facing us in

international news communication, as wéll as the general field of mass

communication, is the lack of syznthestic effort to combine and generalize

péevious findings provided in varied studies in order to show some

A

—_theories" As Rogers (1981), Schramm (1963), Smith (1956), and more

T~

-,

recently Hur (1983, i984), have all pointed out, 'we definitely need to hayé"

more theoretical models of the communication processes to explain, and

compare the important features and differences in our field. On the other

0\ .




hand, we also need to have 30n';e tyr;ys of research designs as suggested by

Galtung & Ruge (1965), Hester (1971), and Rosengren (1974) that will

introduce more hy'potheses.' In other words, the second Ievg.l of abstraction -

i*,;c;rucial- Ir; guiqing ouf future re;earch direction. In this sense,' when each

. study is éonducted, ‘the researcher should sincerely consider the problem

* : of validity. Questions such as "How far can this research be generalized to
an‘other time, place, or countrz? Is it only a one-shot. study? Can .ithel.p us
understand the process of news flow' in an éccumﬁlative way? Gan it
contribute to er knowledge by solving cufrent probmes in international

news research?” should all be kept in researchers mindéthroughou.t

research broceedings. | "

AFinaIIy', t_his bapef has tried to discdss the past qnd cu&ent trends in
international news research. By conducfing a systemat_ic, meta-analytic
review of previous IIterat.ures with both theoretical and melglhodologit:al

discussion -
orientations in mind, the ~ of this study can ‘be summarized as

mlows
--The international n.e\.vs research has long been a topic of interest to
students of communication. Our historical review of .ljteratures showed
that the interest of researchers in this domain was frequently concurred
: w-i.th contefnporat:y eygnts. |

29
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~-Four .stUdles which have SIgnlf jcantly contri\put@d to_, our field were
R wenunea.'_ IPI's studies in the 1950s initfally explored the field of
| international news res:ear'ch. Schramm’s research patterns-héVe led later™
researchers to new areas, Hester's Interesté in the volume and direction of
news” flow have opened up éome new territories for researchers.
";Sca'ndlnavlan sqhdlérs' approach to news facfors'énablea us to know more
about the process of news dissemination.
~-At least four frameworks can be fdentiffed as assocated with the
cur_hent trend: in the research of international news. The first framework
primartly deals with the content of iljternational news and Inclludes five
kinds of approach (event, mledia, time,. studying “methods, and
‘ geogmpnlca:). The " second framework refers to" the theoretical
probosltloh in the newé, and adopts different approaches to examine news
values, news fac‘t.ors,'gatekeebing function; interdisciplinary interests,
news and images, and other conceptual items. The -third.‘fr_‘amewor;k
- concerns the imbalance in news flow, éuch as subjecf lmbaléhceé, news
value ‘imbalances, source imbalances, news structure mbalances, and
news'quallty imbailances. The last framerrk identifies determining
factors influencing thesprocess of news‘rlow, such as écono_mic ties,
ideological relations, geographical dist‘ahce, cultuv’al heri‘t‘age, and »,

.‘. ‘
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population.

tox

--There are some pfobiems inhei_fent in t_he 'g:urrelnt research trend in
our f iel'd..Lm;ited methodological Qchmques have been the most prevaient
o;\e‘and need ;to be _bromptly replaced .yith or accompanied'/by other‘
: techniques. Other problems include: no accumu tive knowledge was-
' generalizable, only a fe\rﬂof sqb ject eeteeqries ha&een discoveréd, and
not enough p'ropositions were ._;'auggested or hypotheSizee'..by fee;afchers.

- When .looki-ng into the future,l it is hecessary that we redirect our trend
and interest in the intemational news research when we study the
| imbalances existing in world news exchanges for example we also need
to keep our own research practiceg balanced. hln. a way, the shortcomings'
that have _been diecussed in.thls ‘paper can ‘also’ be considered as
- suggestions for some fuﬁture §v_ork in this area. wWe need to 'haVe more
comparable and coherent data on the ,cpntent' as well ‘as the type and
measurement of intemational News f low. Four conceptual frameworks

!

have been identif Ied in this paper, but obviously more abstract work needs

to be executed-in,tpe future #**




FOOTNOTES

‘ For the definition of meta research,” see Rogers, 19I811 '

2 Data included in the fpllowing sect‘ion “were collected by using a
brocees_which cen be_, deeceibed in short .as fol.lows:'l) All emp_iricel
studie's related to .the sUbject of international news:- appeared in tﬁe
following journals between 1970 and 1982 were selected: JnumaLism.
Quan:t.ar_lx JnumaJ_QI_CQmmumna.tlo_ Joumal_of_ﬂmadnast_m, Public
Qnmmmm.enlx, Cnmmummmn_ﬁesea_rc_ Journal of Peace Research,
Gazette, Columbia Journalism Review, Cnmmumm_&_ﬂelejmmam

Beﬂen. The reason to choose these journals for review was based on their

content as closely related to intemgtional commmlc_ation research. In

order to exp*d the scope of our research sample, several books published
during ‘the same period were arbitrarily selected and reviewed. Book

chapters related to the topic of Internatlonai news were aiso included in

this research if they were executed by a researcher uslng a quantitative

method®ogy. Books selected were: W. C. Adams Iel.eﬂsmn_CQleLage_oL
Middle Fast, 1962; W. C. Adams, Ie].exjsmnCmcagLnf_Lnlemam__

Affairs; L E. Atwoodet al. lnmmauonaLEensnenmeam.Ne_ 1982; J. A

Lent, Imm_w_oﬂd.ﬂass.tledla_tssues.lbenry_ann_aeﬁem 1979 H. Fisher
& J. C. Merrill, Internatioan] Communication . Media, Channels, and
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E_uncnnn 1976, 2nd,; Mmmmmatmmanm 1977-1982; Cnmmumatmn
Beyjm_!.eammk 1980-82; J Richstad and M. Anderson Cﬂsja_m

N . -
P
.
-«

m&emanmme_Raum.es_and_EmsnenI.s 1981. 2) International news

was defined in this research as the aqttvities of news exchanges between -

countries, r:egions, or between countries and regions. The period studied

'was: 1970-82. All the artfcl'es in selected journals y'earbooks books or-

annals with an emphasis on tnternational news were examtned and'
collect\ach arttcle was then {reated as 2 study source. 3) After the
collecttng and reviewing work, each article was assigned to each-of the
following aspects: a)vgeograpr;y\or/ News studted, b),.t;lpe of media

]

examined, ¢) type of international news content investigated, and “d)

characteristics of. the primary data collected and analyzed in th_ese -

studies, (also see Hur, 1984). 4) The final stage of this research involved a '

comparative analysis of all the collected studies on their content, |

methodology, and research pattem_s.' Results are presented in Tables 3

through 5.




TABLE 1

w . NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS RELATED TO INTERNATIONAL NEWS

; | RESEARCH: 1920-1982 *

Time Period Numt;er of Studies
. . 1920-29 3 4

| - 1930-39 9
1940-49 7

1950-59 - 28
. | ‘. 1960-69 32

| 1970-79 54 |

1980-82 | 35 S

-’

*Data from 1920 to 1969 were obtained from Mowlana, 1973, p. 83. The
rest of the data, including only quantitative. studies (with methodology |
clearly identified) published during those decades, were collected by this
author. For more detalls aboyt the methodology of this data collection,
- consult Hur, 1983, 1984. Onl| studles publlshed before 1982 were lncluded
for this analysls J .




TABLE 2 (

THE FRAMEWORKS OF INTERNATIONAL NEWS RESEARCH

First Framework:
News Content*.

Second Framework:
Theoretical Analysis

Third Framework:
News Imbalances

Fourth Framework:
News Factors

1. Event Approach

2. Media Approach

3. Time Period Approach

4. Studying Methods Approach
. Geographical Approach ' ‘ IR

1. General Conceptual Approach
2. News Value Approach

- 3. News Factors Approach

4. Gatekeeping Funcation :
S. News Flow and Other Studies -
6. News and Image S¥#pies |

1. Subject Impalance (i.e., hard vs. soft news)

2. News Value Imbalance (i €., No coverage of
the Third World)

3 Source Imbalance-(i.e., Western media

% dominance)

4, News Structure Imbalance (f. e, center-
periphery relations)

5. News Quality Imbalance (bad news, etc) K

1. Economic Affinity (trade GNP, etc.)
2. Idological Affinity (political ties)

3. Geographical Affinity (physical distance)

4. Cultural/Historical Affinity (race, %

» lahguage, religion, etc.)

S. Other factors (population, telecommuni-
cation, tourism, etc.) ‘

*For items associated with the first framework, see Table 3.
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TABLE 3 _
A >

RESEARCH APPROACHES TO INTERNATIONAL NEWS -

.WITHIN THE FIRST (NEWS CONTENT) FRAMEWORK (N=89)

|. GEOGRAPHIC APPROACH = 89  (100%)

. Country-world* - 43  (48.3%)
Cross-Country - 26, (29.2%)

. Country-Region N (1)6 9%)

| «Cross-Region 2 /2 2%)

: lntIOrgantzations . 3 (13.4%)

.+ 2MEDIAAPPROACH = 89  (100%)
Newspapers . S5 (39.3%)
Televisions 21 - (23.6R)
News Agencies 7 ( 79%) :
~Magazines 4 ( 458)

~ Radios 5 (56%)
N'spapers + Wires/Magazines 7 (79%)
- Newspapers + TVs. R ( 1.1%)
Radios + TVs  ~ I (C1LIR)
ultiple Media 4  ( 45%)
| hers/Unknown . 4 ( 45%)
3. 89 (  (100%)
ral Int'l News . 60 (67.4%)
Single Event 15 (16.9%; :
Multipje Events - 14 (15.7%)
4. Time Period Approach « ’ 869 (100%
One Week or Less 23 (25.8%)
OneMonthorless * 29  (326%)
Less Than One Year .17 (19.1R%)
- One Year or Longer - 14 . (157%)
Not Identified 6 (.6.7%)
S. Studying Method Approach 89 - (100%)
{  Content Analysis ‘ 81 =~(91.08)
Survey Research 5 (568
Experimental Design 0 (0%

Multiple Methods 3 ( 3.4%)
) ] ’
*This subcategory includes studies on wortd news/country and
) world hews/region. . :
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A LIST OF INTERNATIONAL

TABLE 4

NEWS STUDIES BY CONTENT*, 1970-82

4

37,

39

| | . » /
" Sty &  Typeof Journal Area  News  Studying  Media /
Yoor' Study.  Name** Studied Event Method = Studied
Adems, Book  (Adams, MidEsst/ Multiple  Con 3TV .
1982 Chepter ,19828) US Events 8is  Networks g d
‘ . ‘ £ \ e ‘
Adoms, Book  (Adoms, Combodia/ Genersl  Content 37V
1982 . Chapter 1982b) US' - Int'I News  Analysis Networks .
Agha, " Jaurnel  Gazette’  Egypt: | Singlr Content - 2 papers
1978 Article Visreel  Event . Analysis
Aimeney,  Jourhal® JOB  World/  General  Content - 3TV ’
1970 Article. US Int'I News  Analysis . Netyorks
al-Mujhid, Jourcal  JQ Pokisten/ Multiple . Content 3 Newsme-
1970 Article US Events Analysis zines
Altheide, Book (Adems, Iren/  Multiple  Content ~ 3TV
19820 Choptr  19828)  US Events Anolysis  Networks
_Altheids, - Journal U lren/  Single  Content 3TV
1982b Article Us . Event Analysis  networks o
Ast, Book  (Adom, Areb& ~ Multiple  Content 3TV
1982 Chapter  1982s)  Isreel/US Events Analysis Networks
" Atwood, B% " (Mwood /Asia  General  Content b papers
1982 Chepter  1982) Int'l News N Analysis - + S wires
Bagnied,  Book  (Adem,  Egypt, - Single Cotent . 3TV
1982 Chapter  1982a)  Isresl/US Event Analysis Networks
Bailey, Journgl  JOB Vietnem/ Multiple  Content 37TV
1976 Articl Us Events Analysis  Networks
o
Becker, Journal  Oezsite  USA/Yu- Oeneral  Content  Multiple
1981 Article goslavia . Int'INews  Analysis Media _
Belkooui,  Journel JQ. . Areb&  Multiple  Symbolic  2papers+
1978 Article Isresl/US Events Analysis 3 magazines




v . Bet‘béma,

- 1978 .

Bishop,
1975

1
i

Bledsoay” .

1982

Boyd,
1978

Breen,
1982

k Cho.rles,
1979

Coffey,
1977
Dajani,
1973 -

De Verneil,
1977

Dupree,
1971

Elliaott,
1981

" Gerbner,
1977

| Goren,
1975

Jw't;nal

Article
Journal |

Article

Journal
Article

"~ Journal |

/ya'

Chapter

Journel
Article

" Journal

Henninmem.

1979
~ Hester,
1971

Hester,
1914 a

Article
Jour nal
Article

Yearb'k
Article

- Journel

Article -

Journel
Article

Journal

Article

Journel

Article

Jburnal
Article

Journal

Article.

Journal
Article

~ Rogion

" /Dutch

Country/
World
/US

Cross-
regions
Australia/
Us

Africe/

U

Gazette

Com Yeer-
‘book 1

Oazette

Cross
Country
/6 Argb
Nations
Cross- -
Country

Worid/
Us

" World/

Us -

Cross

. Country

/\sroe)

/Japen
Cross
Regions
L. Ameri:

0\/03 .

I
i
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: 'frhaga- _

Genersl  Content
. IntINews ~ Analysis
Genersl. ~ Contsnt
~ Int'INews - Analysis
Genersl  Content
Int'I News  Analysis”
Multiple  Content
Events Analysis
General - Content
“Int'I News  Analysis
General Content
Int'I Néws  Analysis:
Single - y. Content
Event \ Andlysis
al  “Content
l New:' Analysis
General Content
Int'l News  Analysis
“General - Content
Int'l News ** Analysis
. ' ' 1 .
OGaneral Content
_Int'] News Analygis
General Content”
int'I News  Analysis -
Single Survey
Event Research -
General Content
Int'I News  Analysis
General Multiple
Int'] News Nethods
General - | Multiple
Int'l News  Methods
vl
40  p

Television
Networks

~2wires

.

‘ zines

10 radio

stations* -« . -

I F
Ca

3TV
Networks

| paper .
(N.Y. Times)

6poper_' -

6 papers

<

. 35paper5"

T
1 mage-
zine

J

6 radio

stations

60~papers
108 news-
men

Wires

3 wires +
15 popers -

| wire
(APS:
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" Hester, - Jourpel. Oscette  World/  OGenersh  Corifent 3TV - .
1978 - Arlicle: us Int'I News  Anelysis  Networks
. .cHester, * . Journal CADR \Worlde Genersl  Content™ 4 radios
P 1978b Article “country * Int'INews  Analysis |
. Hester,  Bak  (Let, World/ Oeneral  Content . . 1wire |
‘ 1979 Chepter  ,1979)  .3rdWorld Int'INews  Analysis . .
Hicks, “Journal  JQ /lsroel, ' General Content - —4 papers
1974. © . Arlicle - . - WS Int'I News - Analysis
Kern,* * , Book  (Adam,» Afghen/ Singe Content - 2Ty °
1982 's Chopter \962u): US °~ Event  Analysis - Networks
- I oA _ ' '
© - Kiesch, : Journal  JQ " /4MAsien  Qeneral-  Survey .
o ~ 1980 "™ Article Netions . Int'INews Research N
. Kressley, - Journel Comm  Cross-  Genersl  Content 27TV
‘. 1978 _Article ~ “Ressrch Regions  Int'INews  Analysis . systems
. i : B ,. . \ . p ) ,'
© Kristiensen, . Journel  JQ  Afghen/  Single Content ~  27Tvs +
| 1982 - . Article . Britain.  Event ‘Analysis \ 4 radios
) . : : s - b ) - . &
S Lngn Jour§  Gezette  World/  General Content 37TV ,
497 Article Us Int'INews  Analysis  Networks - "'&
‘- . ‘“: b . . ] . . -~ . ]
‘. Larson, * Journal  JOC World/.  General Content 3TV ‘
1979 Article us Int'I News Analysis  Networks ~
larson, '  Bok . (Adem, World/ i General  Cotent .. 3T —
1982 Chaper . 1982b) US| Int'INews  Analysis  Networks ‘
leDuc € Journel JOC * Int10r-  OGeneral  Content.' 21TV
1981 Article ‘- gnjzaton . Int'INews  Analysis  Networks -
Lee,C.C. ~ Book' ~ (Awood US  Multiple - " Content - 1paper
. 1982 Chepter . 1982)  China  Events = Analysis . - -’
¥ ' } ) o
Lee,R.5. H. - Journel . Q@B - Kores/  Single  Content 6 papers
1978 ., Article.  gylad - US . CEvent - Anelydis -
Lee,8.C « Journol - OofiiERg Jopan/ © Ooneral. - Content © 3popers
' 1979 * - Articlé : PP US " - Int'INews  Analysis - W '
,\ - N o S
Lent, Journal, Olfzette  Asia/ Qenerel.  Content  Multiple ~ *
1 979 Article . US I'INews  Anolysis  Medie '
Liu, Journel ~ Owstts  /Ceylon, OGeneral  Content  2pepers -
N 39 . .
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1972

McCoy
1982

Motte,
1979

Meeske,
1982

Mishra,

1979 |, *

“

1982

m’
1970

Nneemeka,
1978

Nmaka’
1980

 Neeemeks,

1981

}

Oliver .
197?

Paletz,
iQaz

Peterson,,
1979

Peterson,
1981
Pimh"
1978a

Pinch,
1978b

Pollock, -
1980

. Article

Article

Article

\mrml
Article

¢

Ardicle

Book
Chapter

- Journal

Article

Article

- JOC

9
JQ

(Adams,
1982b)

Gezette

CADR

Article .~

Article

Article

Book
Chapter
Journal
Article
Mer
Article

Article

Journal- ¢ ‘

Article

Year

Chapter '
p

mnm
me

JQ

(MS.,
1982b)

JQ

PG

CADR

JOC

' Taiwan
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Country

/Latin
America

 lren/

US

'Mid East/

US'

'L-Am'.,.,

World/

/Pecific
Islonds |

it

-Islends

/Pacific
‘kﬁa/
the West

US

" /Britain

- /Third

World -

Int'1 Or-
gonizaton

Cross
Country

.Int'] News

Multiple

Events

. Gmlwol'
ln‘lNﬁws |

Single

Event

General
|nfLNm~8

Oeneral .
Int'] News

General

~ Int'I News

Single
Event .-

Event

Oeneral

General

“Int’) News -
 Multiple

Events

General

intl T‘.’ |
Mulfiple

EVems

Ganeral
Int" m

General
Int'l News

Multiple
Events

Analysis
Content

Analysis

Content
Analysis

Analysis

.ocmﬂu“

Analysis
Content

Analysis

Analysis

'Omﬁ,“
mlysis

Content
’ AM]WIS\

Analysis

.mtcn‘ '

Analysis

Analysis

Research

Analysis

Analysis -

oy 1

Analysis '

© 3TV

1 4 pope rs

3TYs

‘1TV+

4 papers

! paper

\

svmr‘s

19 Nﬂws..
papers

27 papers

§ radio )
m“ms .

3TV

men

. | paper
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Pratt,
1980

Rachty,
1978

Raskin,
1981

Richstad,
1978

Riffe,
1982

<
- Rimmer, .
'98‘ }

Roach,
1981

Robinson,
1976

Rosengren,
1974

Sehin,
1973

Sehin,
1982

Sende,
1971

Schramm,
1978

Schramm,
1980

Semmel,
1976

Skurnik,
1978

Journal
Article

- Journal
Article -

Journal .
Article

Jourhal
Article

Journael
Article

Journal

. Article

Journal
Article

Journal
Article

Journal
/\rticle

Journal
Article

Book

Journal
Article

Journal
Article
Yeorbook
Chapter

Journal
Artlcle'

Journal
Chepter

-

Oazelte

CADR

Africb/
Us

/9 Arob

" Nations

Oezette

Oazette

(Adams,
1982b)
JPR

CADR

Meas Com |

R Yeorb'k

Cezette

VS

World/

Us

/Pacific
Islands

Third
W1d/Us

L

World/
France

Canada,
US

Mid East/
Sweden

Turkey/
us

World/

- US

/Nor- ~
wegian

/Asia (9
Nations)
/Asia
/U.S.

/lvory
Const - ¢
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General , Content

Int'l News  Analysis
General Content
int'l News  Analysis
‘Single - Content
Event Analysis
General Content
Int') News  Analysis
General  Content
_Int'INews  Analysis
.General Content
Int'I News  Analysis
Single Content
Event Analysis
General Content .
Int'l News  Analysis
General Content
lnt'lNows;. Analysis
Multiple  Content
Events - Analysis
\
General Survey
int'I News  Reseerch
General Multiple
Int'l News  Methods
General Content
Int'l News  Analysis
General Content
int'I News  Analysis
‘General  Content
In{INews  Analysis
Osneral  Content
Int'l News  Analysis

6 magazi-
nes

Newspapers

Multiple
Media

32 papers

2 papers
AP A
Wire .

Newspaper
+ AFP

39 papers

Multiple
Media

| paper

17V
Network

Radio

4 wires + .
-14 papers

Wires +
16 papers

4 US
pepers

" | poper
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Skurnik, Journal  Oezette  /Africe Content 6 African
1198] Article ~Int'I News  Analysis papers
¢ ‘ ’ ‘ ' .
Smith, Journal  JQ . Sino- Multiple Content | paper
1971 Article India/US  Events = Analysis (N.Y.Times)
Sparkes, Journal  JQ Canada, Genersl  Content 39 papers
1978 Article U8 ' Int'l News Analysis
Sparkes, Journal  Gazette  World  Generel Survey 240 inter-
41980 Article Int'I News  Research - views
.- - )
Sreberny, Journal  CADR World/  Oeneral Content ©~  4lrenian,
1978 Article | Iran Int'INews  Analysis newspopers
Tadeyon,  Journal- Oacette  Iren/US - General  Content 1 paper
1980 Article . . Int'l News  Analysis ( N.LTimes)
Thorsn,  Journel- Oadells  US/  Single  Content 10 papers
197 Article Sweden  Event ' Analysis
Yilenilam, yournal  Oazetts US,IM% Oeneral Content 4 popers
1972 Article L Int'l News  Analysis )
L] .- v'/, :

Wang, Journal  JQ /China  General Symbolic 1 News
1972 . Article “Int'INews  Analysis  Agency.
Weever, Journal  JOC /U.S. General Cont;\“ 2 wires +
1981 Article ! IntINews ~ Analydls 1 paper

C Winter,  Journel  JQ Conede/  Single  Content  14papers
1982 Article. us Event Analysis
(89) & | |

#Al\ thése studies chosen for reveiwi ing were empirical ressarch published between 1970 and

-

1982. They must be published with methodologies clearly identified. A total of 89 journal
ortieles or book chepters were included in the final version of this compari sfon. :
**CADR: Communication and Developmant Review: CR: Communication Ressarch; JOB: Jaurnal
of Brosdoasting; JOC: Journal of Communication; JQ: Journalism Ouarterly; PCR: Journal of
- DPenca Resserch; POQ: Public Opinion Quertarly; Adems, 1982s: W. C. Adems. Ialavision
- Coverage of Middla Fast Norwood, N.J.: Ablex, 1982a; Adems, 1982b: W. C. Adems (ed.).
, IMWJMM.MM;MM N.J.: Ablex, 1982D; Atwood, 1982: L. W.
. Atwood & S. J. Bullion (eds.). mmmmmmumm_m Carbondals, IL.: Southern -
Iinois University Press, 1982; Lent 1979: J. Lent (ed.). Immﬂmm_mmmm_mm
Immm 1979.
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TABLE $:
A LIST OF INTERNATIONAL NEWS STUDIES BY METHODOLOGY, 1970-82
¢ ) 6 ,
Study Somple Type of Length of  Catego-  Statis- Conclusions in
& Yoor Size Semple Semple Time ries Used tics Summary .
Adems, 20,000+ Minutes Jen.172- By None  Low coverage to nations
1982 ' Dec. 1980 Netions other then Israel and PLO.
Adems, 30 ©  Stories  Apr/1975-  Net None  Low level of news coverage
1982 58 minutes Dec/1978 shown - of Cambodia.
Agha, 962 Editor-  Sep 13,1973 40 None AS tension increeses, trust
1978 jals' Jan 31,1974 - suspition ratio decresses.
Almaney, 182;  Stories; April, 1-28; 10 None  Only hot events were
1970 391 Minutes 1969 oreas reported.
Mujshid, 71,077 Wordage 1962-65 3 None  More " ign affairs than do-
1970 mestic news; balanced,
. Altheide, 375 Stories; Nov.4,79- 6 None “TY.diplomacy.” .
| ‘ 1982 664 Minutes June7, 1980 events ' ' :
Altheide, 368,  Stories; Nov.4,79- 15 Chi- 3 networks presented
1982 642 Minutes June 7,1980 square  seme messages to viewers,
Aei, 183 Stories 1Swoeeksin  Not Nona;, Pro-israeli coverage of
1982 ' '73,76-77,79 shown US TV shifted in ‘70s.
 Atwood, 1,429  Stories. Dec.7,8 12 Corre-  News maps of the world
1982 260,292 Words 1977 subjects  lafion.  developed.
. .‘ ‘
Bagnied, 1,545  Minutes  Nov. 9-Dec.!, Not None . "Visual coverage” was
1982 - 1977 shown crestad bty V.
Bailey, 465 Stories  13wesksin 20 None  Ground actionsand air
1976 1965-1970  subjects . combets were main subj.
Becker, 18,086 Themes  Sep. 1-0ct. 28 Correla- Forsign relations domina-
1981 31,1978 . tion  ted news coverage.
o | }
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Belkaoui, 442  Storfes  June, 1967 & 2 ~ Gemma  Shifting images of Arabs &

1978 110 - issues  Oct. 1973 images - Israelis in two wers.
Bergsma, 221  Pro-  Sept, 1975+ 10news Kendall Inverserelationsbetn *
1978 groms Feb:,, 1976  values - TauCorr. negativity & proximity...
. Bishop, 4,462  Articles 1st-3rdweek, 9 " None Wirewfail to interpret
1975 , Dec. 1973 subjects A ican nations
Bladsoe, ? Stories  1970-79 ~ 13 None ~ Mass periodicals portray
1982 ' o the world as “troubled.”
Boyd, 20 Stories Dec.12, 20 . None 10 broadcasters focus on .
1978 91 Minutes 1977 events events in Africa.
Breen, 197 Stories 1970-79 - 10 | None One third of stories dea!
1982 165 Minutes  (nosample) with Hgal/political theme.
Chorles, 1,673 . Stories  6monthsin 11 Reg'sion N.Y. Times Covers only a
1979 60,65,70,75 subjects cor'stion few nations.
Coffey, Verjed Square  Onemonth 9 None More struggles & confron-
1977 | inches each in'65-68 themes . lations were reported
Dajani, 1,581+ Col/ 3 weeks 5 . Corre- Cultural ties less impor-
1973 _ - inches /. in 1971 themes lation  tant then ideological bies.
Do\!ern-» 470 Artic{os 2 weeks in | 7indep.  Cor'stion Nocorrelation bet'n news _
e, 77 - : 1972 - variables Reg'sion & trade/comm veriables
Dupres, 4,508 News) oMarch  10(ind.  Regsion  Newsfactorsare
1971 ._ “{tems 1961 variables) cor'ation identified.
Blitt, 55  News  Feb.11-15, 122 Nore 11 wid news items per day . °.
¢ 1981 items 1980 ‘themes .. offered by int' brioedcasts
Gerbner, 11,437 News  May24, . 15 None  W.Europegets moreco-
1977 . items ; ‘1970 . prees ver all press systs.
Goren, 108 - % 0ct20-Nov4 13« Fvalue Differences in resident &
1975 ' m - 1973 sources  cor'stion visiting correspondents.
K T »
Henning- 1 147 Stories  Sdaysin ) Correla- Keydo editors select news
ham, ‘79 1977 subjects _ tion, X2 similer to US wireeditors »
Hester, 8,371 Column  14daysin 6  “iNone  Wirenewsonafew sub-
' 1971 inches 1969 subjects ::: = jacts, from nations.
/ :
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Hester, 1,636 MNews  June28-July 18 Correla- AQrosmentbetnAPstaff - .
19742 - items 18,1971 . supjects tion  inL, Americanand NY.
Hester, 53,270 Seconds 1972-76 18 JLorrela- More military news, large
1978a : . subjects tion pert of wor'ld ignored.
Hester, 17,925 Seconds 10 days 15 None  Newscontent inafew ca- .
1978b PR 1976 subjects _ tegories, netions. 2N,
Hester, 131,850 Words ~ May 7-12,14 20 None  IPSan alternate to serve
1979, 1979 3rd World
Micks, - ? - Squore  Feb9-Apr 29 5 Rho;chi Ethnocentrism, elitism,
1974 . inches 1973 square  news distance main factors
Kern, 357 .Minutes . De®.21,79- 12 None Foreign story is viewed -
1982 122 Stories  Jen21,80  events ' * thru a domestic prism. |
. / K1 ,;.,195 ~ Newsmen Summer, 22 None Low presencs of newsmen e
. {1980 T, 1978 ?o netions _InSE Asia after Vie'm War
K essley, Variad Itnml > 1961=71 Not ‘None  Imbalanced news ex-
1978 ~ shown changes were shown.
(Krigtion-260  News  Jan 16-Feb1 9 Eval'tive A change of emphesis of
sen, '82 items 1981 subjects  As'tion A. reporting. -
Lerson, 808  Stories  1972-75  By* None  Level of development cor-
A977 - netions - related to news coverage.
,Larson, 998 Stortes  1972-76 - 9 Corre-. More crisis news but less
1979 " . subjects  lation  coverage for 3rdWorld .
Larson, 5,478  Stories 1972-79  VYoried None TV coverage of regions
1982 by areas was improving. :
' ‘ L 4.
LeDuc, 2,034  Itoms Jen-March, 7 - None - Definitionof int'lnews
1981 1974 wos set. )
(e8,CC. 594 News - . 1979;1980 25 None "Linkege Politics” wes
_ 1982 ) items . dimens's stressad in China's US cov.
LeeRSH 396  Themes  Jun25-July By Chi-  Koresn & US papers differ
1978 - 10, l _950 themes  square in terms of war front news
Lee,SC. 147  News  Juy'77- 9 * None  Controversyand negative o

1979 -, items Jon'78 - news gained attention.
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' Lent, Verfed: Veried  Varied 3 None  Political &srigis-trivie
197¢¢ - ' subj. ' news emphasi
. . o
Liy, 2841  Inches 1967(T'wan) 24 None  Geagraphical & cultural
1972 3837 1970(C'lon)  aress \fesare important.
McCoy, 497 Stories  May-July, Varied None.  Complete and unbiased
1982 1978 \ * reports were shown.
e | -
Matta, 22,832 Col/Cen- Nov.24-27, 9 \  None - Heevy relisnceon
1979 timeters | 1977 7 aress \ Western wires.
Meeske, 2,120 - Sentence 3 weeks in ‘Stypeof\ Neutral report.by.'the
1982 © 1980 sentences * 3 TV networks. '
. Mishra, 296 News  3weeksin 7 None . More news on Isreel,
1979 items 1971 subjects | 'Egype, and Iran.
. ' : \
Morales, 2,888  Minutes  1970-73; 6 Nome 3 networks varied litfle
1982 y ) 1978-79 issues in renking issues.
Nem, 477  News  Oneweekin 5 None  Functional distence &
1970 items - Jen. 1968  subj ~ determinant of news flow.
Nneéme~ ? Articles  Varfed Not None | Independecs increesss
ka, 78 : shown '\ forgign news coverage
Nhseme- 2,552 News - Nov.1-7, 10 Cnrrela\— Colonial structured net-
ke, 80 items 1976 events  tion - ~works pre 1mportont
Nnseme- 105  News  Nov.1-7,  Not  Factor - Nmfactor snalysis.
ka, ‘81 events ; 1976 shown analysisl ;
Oliver, 300  Broadcsst June9-15, 3pro-  None Contentdifference refle-
1977 - hours 1974 gremmings cting political env'oment
' Peletz, 193  Storles  July1,'77- Nat None 3 networks coverege of 3
1982 June 30,'79  shown ' deviant groups similar.
. Peterson, 98 Ollestim4 PR 35ques- Correla- Consensus among newsmen .
1979 naires tion items tion confirmed.
‘ Peterson, 3,739  News . Jon3-9 feb 22 catci _ Chi- OGaltung & Ruge's factors
1981 . events  4-10,°75  goreis sqmr:e confirmed.
Pinch, 6,942 MNews  GdysinDec 8 Noﬁe  3rdWidpayamore utten-. -
1978a ftoms . 1977 . o tiontoupmselves PR
"I - h‘; . .46 ’ b‘l": : ."I‘r': l ' "
5 ‘ ‘ ,', - . "
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 Pinch,

327
1978b
Pollock, 297
1980
Pratt, 3,150.
1980
Rachty, 1,195
1978
Reskin, 654.
1981
Richstad 4,710
1978 .
Riffe, 140
1982 :
Rimmer, 214
- 1981 96,848 -
Roach, 199
1981
Robin- 263 &
%on,' 76 :
Rosen- 2,916
gren, 74 :
Sehin, 144
1973
- Sehin, 425
1982
1971
Schramm 1,646
1978
Schramm 3,382
1980

Stories
Stories

Stories/

Stories -

’

, Articles

editorials

News
items

Issue
dotes -

Stories
Words

Stories
Issues

News
items

 Stories

inter-
views

units

Stories

Stories,
words

12 days in
1977

Variéd for 3
countries

Jan. 19-Aug.

21,1976

O days in

Dec. 1978
"6 weeks in

1980

Nov. 1-7,
1976

2 weeks,
1970-79

6 days in
1977

6 weeks in
1980

1 woek In
1975

4 wesks in
Fall 1971

1951-54;
1965-68

June 6,

- 1979

15 days in
1964

Dec. 5-9,
1977

Dec. 4-10,
1977

7

5 ‘
topics

3 time
periods

8r

- subject

8

15
subjects

Not

_shown

30
regions

-7

subjects

9

topics

Not
shown

Yoried
15
subj.

15 .
subjects

47

49

None

None'

None

Correla-
tiom

Corre-
lation

-Corre-

lation

None
Corre-
lation

Corre-
lation

Factor A.
Correla.:

.

" Pool reports developed

in 3rd Wor1d.

Strategic interest is a
factor of news flow.

Bad news prevalent.
More news from 1st wrd,

Reliance on 4 wires.

Little opposing viewpoints
by US mediasbout UNESCO

One-way news flow; no
flow bet 1 political blocs

3rd World news was
conflict-oriented.

Distorted world picture
prevaient.

Bissed & incomplete co-
verage of UNESCO Conf.

_ Cultura) & historical ties

confirmed; trade not.

Trade the most important

. factqr.

‘ |
N.Y. Times refiects

the changs of U.S. policy.

Int'] off'r news not a dis-
advantaged category.

Additive & comprementar—"
ity hypotheses confirmed.,

Hedvy reliance on 4 news
agéncies for qolly infor.

Asim'pape'rs domestically
oriented; 18ss crisis news.
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