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A DESCRIPTIVE SURVEY OF THE ATTITUDES AND

PERCEPTIONS OF SPEECH COMMUNICATION FACULTY

CONCERNING COMPUTERS AND COMPUTER ASSISTED

INSTRUCTION Order No. DA8429851

&ow, MARCF1LA A RYE, Eo 0 West Virginia University, 1984.

124pp.

The primary purposes of this study were to (1) develop a personal
and professional profile of speech communication facu its in selected

Pennsylvania colleges and universities, (2) obtain inforination on
speech communication faculty opinions about the usage of
computers/Computer Assisted Instruction, and (3) test the
relationship between eight independent demographic variables with a

series or dependent awareness, attitudinal and application variables
concerning computers /CAI.

The descriptive survey method & research using a modified Delphi
technique was used to develop a questionnaire sent to 394
Pennsylvania speech communication faculty. Data were reoorted as

frequencies and percentages.
Sixty-four chi-square tests completed between each of eight

independent demographics and eight dependent questions proved
statistically significant in eleven relationships. One statistically
significant relationship was foUnd.between rank and reading on CAI in
speech communication. Whether a respondent as chairperson or
non-chairperson wee related to the awareness, attitude, and
application fluestions was not statistically significant. Respondents'
earned degree and the awareness and attitude questions did not
prove statistically significant; the chi square test was significant
between degree and the respondents' use of a computer in classes. A
statistically significant islationship was found between years in
teaching and two of the attitude questions concerning CAI as a

psedeel tool for speech communicatior T. CAI in speech being
well-received by students. The chso dare test showed a statistically
significant relationship between respondents' is sel of teaching and
the awareness question of "Have you ever taken a computer course?"
Two statistically significant relationships were found between
respondents' type of institution and the two awareness questions of
reading on CAI in general and reading on CAI as related to speech
communication. For the relationship between male/female
respondents' awareness, attitude, and application of computers/CAI,
the chesquare test shower, statistical significance for the two
awareness quessoris or purchase of a computer and reading about

CAI, as well as for the application question of using a computer in
classes. The relationship between respondents' age elcf the
awareness, attitude, and application questions proved statistically
significant between age and the awareness question of purchase at a

computer

A PLANNED COURSE READING COMPONENT: AN

INTERACTION MODEL FOR SECONDARY CONTENr AND

READING TEACHERS OrderNo.DA8411706
DEAN, JUNE BR.NINGER, PH D University of Pittsburgh, 1983. 183pp

This study was designed to cieterrnme whether a proposed
interactive integrated r?acling model produc.erl ,ncreased.teacher
professionalism and Student ach.evernent over the traditional
approach to reading instruction.

The model includes a rationale. a design for staff development. the

materials and strategies necessary for implementation r-fan_ a process

frig evaluation I he study consit,ted of both an experimental and ca'?

study Cornponent through which data were gathered to test five
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ANOVA for leading and science.

The obiective.s. skills, and concepts for the .rtegrative reading and
science curriculum were written based on the science content
identified by the science teacher The science and reading teachers
then identified and planned the instructional strategies to be
implemented in both teachers' classrooms. The reading teacher
taught the reading skills during Phase I of instruction in the reading
c'assroom. Phase II followed with the science teacher guiding the
z-i,iptication of the reading skills in the science Cassroom. The Heioing
Handbook, an in-service guide prepared by tt.-.2 researcher, provided
the teee)ers with background information lot discussions and for
acquirog new teaching skills.

The findings offer support for a planned integrative approach
which goes beyond the mere acquisition of knowledge to the
Synthesis and application phases of learning The study shows that
when collegiality is promoted in a facilitative, supervisory
environment, teachers contribute effectively to instructional
improvement, they gain a commitment to continued professional
development, and student achievement is also increased,

AN ASSESSMENT OF TEACHER PERCEPTIONS OF THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COMMUNICATION PLAN OF A
SUBURBAN SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE BASIC SKILLS FIRST PROGRAM

Order No. D48429431
SLUT, CLAUDE LEE, JR., Eo.D. Memphis State University, 1964.
103pp. Major Professor: Ford Haynes

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to assess teachers'
perceptions of the effectiveness of the crsisounication plan utilized by
a suburban school district to dissemina'e an( receive information
relative to the implementation of the Basic First Math program
and, thus, to identify positive features end r.eeded improvements in
the plan that would enhance the effect veriess of the communication.

Procedures. Teachers and administ,- itors who were involved in the
program were given an opportunity to compete a questionnaire by
responding to statements concerning tee Basic Skills First Matti
Program and the communication plan uteized by the school district to
implement the program. The sample consisted of 476 teachers who
taught a variety of subjects and combinations &subjects below grade
nine.

The data were subjected to either an independent t-test or analysiS
of variance in a atte eat to determine if the respondent's school size,
teaching situation, grade taught, educational level, sub?ect taught,
total years teaching experience, age, or perception of the BSF Math
program was s factor in the perceived effectiveness of the
communication pleqor implementation of the program.

Findings, (1) Respondents from medium size schools perceived
the communication plan to be significantly less effective than did
umpondents from large and small schools_ (2) There was no
significant difference in the plan assessment mean scores of
respondents classified by teaching situation. (3) There was no
significant difference in the plan assessment mean scores of
respondents classified by grade taught (4) There was no significant
difference in the plan assessment mean scores of respondents
classified by educational level attained (5) There was no significant
difference in the plan assessment mean scores of respondents
classified by subject taught (6) There was no significant difference in
the plan assessment mean scores of respondents classified by total
years teaching experience (7) There was no significant difference in
tie plan assessment mean scores of respondents classified by age.
(8) Respondents who failed to SilOOOrt th,e1K-:,F Math program had a
plan assessment score significantly lowe-r 'nay, that of resrondents
aho s,rptxrrted the program



A COMPARISON OF PRINCIPALS' AND TEACHERS'
PERCEP I ,ONS OF PRINCIPALS' READING PROGRAM
INVOLVErvieNT, PrADING INSTRUCTION PRACTICES,
MATFRIAt S USE, AND STAFF- DEVELOPMENT NEE-DS IN
GRADES ONE THROUGH FIVE IN TF1.=. JORDAN SCHOOL
DISTRICT, SANDY, UTAH Order No. DA842753
FRYER, GEORGE LAWRENCE, PH D University of Georgia, 1984 251pp

itrOCtOr Ira E Aaron

The purpose of this study was to compare pi incipals' and
teachers' perceptions regarding certain aspects of the current grades
one through five reading programs in the elementary schools of the
Jordon School District, Sandy, Utah Four facets of a school reading
program were investigated. (1) extent of principal involvement in the
classroom reading program, (2) teachers' reading instruction
practices; (3) teachers' utilization of certain reading materials,
especially various basal reader series, and (4) reading staff
development needs of teachers. Two questiOnnaires were developed
as instruments for gathering data. one for teachers, and a principal
questionnaire, on which principals responded separately for primary
and intermediate teachers The subjects in this study were 236
nmary grade teachers, 151 intermediate grade teachers. and 40

elementary principals
The results indicated significant differences in perceptions of

principals and teachers in the following areas: (1) principal's
involvement in the reading program, (2) frequency of use of various
reading maters s; and (3) perceived staff development needs.
Principals rate&their involvement in classroom reading programs
higher than did both primary and intermediate teachers. Principals
also indicated a much higher degree of time spent in reading
classrooms than either teacher group did. Principals also tended to
rate the usefulness of reading materials slightly higher for primary
teachers. Extensive use of basal reading textbooks as a basis for
reading instruction was indicated. In relation to staff development
needs, areas of greatest need identified by primary teacherswere: use
of computers, teaching techniques most effective with disabled
readers, and teaching techniques most effective with gifted students.
Similar needs were indicated by intermediate teachers More than 50
Percent of principals, however, perceived teachers need help in 24 of
the 33 inservice areas included in the survey. A similar perception was
not shown by teachers, who rated only eight topics highly.

PERSONAL PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE IN
TEACHING: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY
Kitoma, SIA K A KEN, PH D. University of Toronto (Canada), 1984.
Chairman(; Professor V. C. Falkenhem

The problem of this study is to conceptualize teachers' practical
knowledge of language. The Study holds that throughout their
curricular activities teachers operate with understandings about
language that are practical and personal. One wty of characterizing
these understanding is as personal practical knowledge of language.

The study's method is participaet observation. Its data are field
notes and interview transcripts which were obtained through direct
observations of two teachers',practices and tape-recorded
explanations of those practices. Each teacher had access to field
notes and was given the opportunity to verify interview material. The
data are presented trl two two-part interpretive accounts. Each
account presents a summary of the data and interprets selected
practices in three broad areas of language: reading, writing, and
linguistic registers.

In the conceptualization of practical knowledge of language that
emerges from the study it dem'rnstrated that personal philosophy
plays a dominant role in linking language knowledge and action in
''aching The ,tudy reveals that from their personal and professione'
'eatones teact ets develop pereonal philosophies of curriculum enich
vin core-we-re «_es for langiiaget across the curriculum.

EFFECTIVE SPECIALIZATION: AN INVESTIGATION Or
READING SPECIALISTS IN EDUCATION WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT THEORY AND
THE BUREAUCRATIC ORGANIZATION Order No. DA84199 48
LARSON, COLLEEN L., PH D The University of Wisconsin Aeidisore
1984 238pp. Supervisor Professor Richard J. Smith

The purpose of this shidy was to determine if the bureaucratic
Organizational structure of Wisconsin schools is or is not having an
elect upon the performance of K 12 district reading specialists as
perceived try district reading specialists in the state of Wisconsin. The
total population of district reading specialists in the state of Wisconsin
was surveyed (N = 575).

The first major finding of the study was that the placement of
reading specialists in the hierarchical bureaucratic ladder of authority
significantly affects both the difficulties encountered by staff reading
specialists and the perceived effectiveness of reading specialists in
the state of Wisconsin. Therefore, to optimize the use of staff reading
specialists in the state of Wisconsin district superintendents must
develop a clear understanding of what the reseonsibilities of reading
specialists are and how those responsibilities can best be fulfitted
within the buieaucratic organizational structure of eoucation.

A second major finding of the study was that there was no
significant correlation between the level of bureaucracy in Wisconsin
schools and the perceived effectiveness of staff reading specialists.
The level of bureaucracy in school districts in the state of Wisconsin
is not nearly as important in the perceived effectiveness of staff
reading specialists as the level of authority held by reading specialists
operating within those districts. This finding suggests that reading
specialists who are employed as K.12 district reading specialists
should be employed as administrators in Wisconsin schools if their
talents and abilities are to be maximized within educational
institutions.

READING TEACHERS' REACTIONS TO A FIELD TEST OF A
COMPUTER ASSISTED INSTRUCTION READING PROGRAM
IN A MICROCOMPUTER LABORATORY SETTING IN A
MIDDLE SCHOOL Order No. DA8-429723
Moskowrrz, CHARLOTTE M., Eo.D. University of Pennsylvania, 1984.
420pp. their: Dr. Morton Botei

This dissertation reports the attitudes and reactions of four middle
school reading teachers to a fit_ id test of a computer assisted
instruction, CAI, reading development program that was converted
from mainframe computer to microcomputer. Sixteen microcomputers
displayed the instruction to 245 students in the sixth, seventh, and
eighth grades in one middle school.

This study utilized observations coupled with interviews and
questionnaires to elicit the attitudes of teachers and students to the
CAI reading program. Data recorded in field notes and a researcher's
journal included. instructional decisions regarding conversion of the
curriculum, preplanning at the site, teachers' reactions tO their
training in the use of the microcomputer. and the attitudes and
reactions of teachers and students to the procedures employed
during the field test.

The results support the following conclusions (1 i Teachers eeed
training in how to use the specific software applicati in in reading
instruction. (2) Teachers need preparation for their Joie change
(3) Students' reactions, as observed by teachers and as recorded in
questionnaires discussed with teaches. as much as any single factor.
influenced teachers to believe that CAI should be integrated into
reading instruction (4) Teachers saw the microcomputer as a
versatile tool for review, reinforcement. remediation, and possible
enrichment of the reading curriculum (5) Teachers believed that they
would have more time to devote to teaching and might plan to cover
additional material because they would not have to reteach these
portions of the curriculum assigned to the microcomputer
(61 Teachers felt threatened by sharing their idle as C on vevOt 1 rya



weremstien monitoring instruction presented by the microcomputer
changed their role

Asa result of this investigation, a four part framework erne ges as
c model for the integration of microcomputers in reading instruction.
Toe components are (1) literacy, (2) applications, (3) manager, .mot
of and (4) computer assisted teaching. All involve
sac in aspects of lealOrt planning and activities designed to
arisen) role change.

SECONDARY ENGLISH METHODS COURSES IN THE
MIDWEST AS VIEWED BY METHODS PROFESSORS AND
SECONDARY ENGLISH TEACHERS Order No. DA842791 0
OFTEDAHL, JOAN LYNN, PH D. The University of Nebraska Lincoln,
1984. 119pp. Adviser: Alvah M. K.ilgole

In recent years, teacher preparation programs and the individuals
who staff them have been the object of much criticism, from both
within and ouside the profession. Because methods courses are
viewed as an integral component of teacher education programs, this
study examined English methods courses in terms of course content,
teaching strategies, and demographics of respondents. The sample
consisted of secondary English methods professors Ill colleges and
universities in nine midwestern states and randomly selected public
school English teachers in the same states. Survey instruments were
developed by the researcher; 281 surveys were mailed, with 153
usable surveys returned.

Respondents were to list topics they felt should be emphasized in
English methods courses. Strategies for teaching composition and
strategies for teaching literature were the topics most frequently
mentioned by both groups; however, while teachers believed .
discipline was an important item, professors ranked it almost last.

Professors and teachers agreed that the three most important
teaching strategies for beginning teachers to pcissess were
discussion, individue.!;zed instruction, and lecture.

Pearson productmoment correlations and multiple t testswere
calculated to test for relationships and comparisons between
responses of teachers and professors and between actual and ideal
inclusions of content items in methods courses and teaching
strategies used by educators. Results indicated that teachers viewed
actual courses much differently than what they thought should idealey
be included; professors' actual and ideal ratings were quite similar,
suggesting they were more satisfied with the current course structure
than were teachers. Both groups felt innovative strategies, such 'as
computer. assisted instruction and individualized instruction, should
be implemented in the classroom, but generally did no UM the
strategies as often as the Iectui e and discussion meth s.

THE RELATION OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF READING Order No. DA6502671
RUNNELS, JANE HA Y Nus, PH h Texas Woman's University, 1984.

152pp

The purpose 31 this study was to analyze responses from
elementary school principals regarding their perception of the
importance of each of 29 competencies for improvement of reading
and their perception of individual achievement of same
competencies

The sample was drawn from Texas elementary school principals
selected at random from school districts divided into five categories
1:nrk!d or district size. The instrument used was a questionnaire of 29

,moetencies related to reading instruction and expected of
Princitials Ruth I Peterson and others developed the competency
heckles in conjunction with Pre;ect LEAD, a 1974 P:ght to Read

effort at George Washington University.
There were 162 respondents to the questionnaire. They rated their

perceptions on the importance of each competency and their
achievement of each on two Liker-type scales.

Statistics used to analyze the data were analysis of variance, chi
square, and Pisher's LSD. Competency 2, The Ability to Create a
Climate Conducive to Reading, was rated by the principals as the
most important Analysis of variance data for competency 2 produced
significant probability of importance (p < .05). Fisher test data
comparing correlations of Importance versus achievement between
paired 'groups based on school district size revealed 11 competencies
that obtained significant relationships (p < 05). Chisquare anal
comparing ratings of importance to ratings of achievement sho
eight competencies to have results that differed from what could
expected from chance alone.

Based on findings of this study, recommendations include: (1) the
elementary school principal should be knowledgeable concerning the
teaching of reading. (2) Differences should be recognized between
principals of small and large school districts in reading staff
development needs for effective leadership role. (3) Administrator-
certifying institutions should be aware of the importance of course
offerings in the supervision of the teaching of reading.

THE INFLUENCE OF ORAL LANGUAGE l'ilANSACTIONS
BETWEEN SELECTED TEACHERS AND PREKINDERGARTEN
CHILDREN ON DEVELOPING LITERACY DURING EARLY
WRITTEN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCES Order No. DA8500603
SCHRAM. CAROL TAYLOR, PH.D. University of Missouri Columbia,
1964. 438pp. Supervisor: Stevie Hoffrfian

Purpose. The purpose of the study was to inv,stigate and descrile
the language inherent in the teaching strategies ot five teachers
fostering the natural development of literacy in prekindergarten
children, prior to and during the teachers' introduction to a meaning.
centered model of written language learning.

Procedures. Along with interview instruments, teachers were
videotaped four times The first three observations were followed by
inservice workshops promoting ways to facilitate natural written
language strategies of children.

Findings. The data revealed each teacher's initial skill orientation
to the teacher/learning of eitten language. Their teaching language
and strategies indicated a belief that prekindergarten children were
dependent upon teachers tellieg them what to write and
demonstrating how to write according to the adult's model. As these
teachers were exposed to the meaning centered theoretical model of
mitten language learning and instructional language to implement
that model, there were significant changes in their teaching
behaviors. They centered on the meaning intent of the children's
personal text and encouraged children's use of the emerging
knowledge they had about writing. Their questions invited children to
use their own learning .strategies, and to elaborate upon their own
meaningful messages. Their comments confirmed the children's
intentions to make meaning with writtonlangyage and supported their
efforts to construct their own tentative rule system for writing. The
results of the teachers' enabling strategies were evidenced in the
children's more spontaneous and set! - directed written productions.
Most important in the findings of this study was the clear indication
that the oral language of teaching contributes significantly to how
children view themselves as learners and, therefore, how they view
themselves as competent beginning writers. Teachers must not only
understand how children learn to use written language but must also
know appropriate ways to facilitate this naturist learning process.
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ELEMENTARY eatiora, TEACHERS Order No Dal:14257,1ra
ealApaie SUSAN ea D (.:,;)t,,,,bia University TeacJlers C,,f119,jo tR3

2660p Sponsor P ofessor Sloan Wayland

reacher education courses have been criticized from many
sour, es for being Ico tneoretical Social foundations courses in
particular have been criticized for their failure to bridge ..he gap
between course content and actual school experiences. The purpose
of this handbook is to (,resent teaching in its practical context, to
show prospective elementary school teachers the organizational
constraints under which practitioners operate, which have their
origins in the school as an institution_ The handbook may be used by
teacher educators as a supplementary instructional tool for
developing the ability in prospective teachers to interpret situations
inherent in a formal and informal organizational schoo' structure.

The core the instructional package consists of three original,
fictional works The works illustrate principles underlying the
socialization of the Leginning teacher by (1) experienced colleagues.
(2) the principal, and (3) the pupils. Each piece is preceded by an
introduction which orients the teacher educator to research in the
!loci Each work is followed by a set of suggested questions and
prolects for use by the college instructor as springboards for class
discussions A selected, annotated bibliography is included with each
of the three parts.

Some system cnaracteestics whica are illustrated in the stories
are: (1) The beginning teacher tends to become. more conservative
and conforming as a result of her absorption into the teacher
subculture. (2) The principal often provides the beginning teacher
with training in the bureaucratic values of the school system,
particularly through his orientation conference early in September
and through the first formal observation:0) Due to certain

organizational features of schoota, pupils have an influence on the
beginning teacher's attitudes and behavior.

The school as a larger social system is discussed. ImplicatIons for
teacher training are offered.

INDUCING SECONDARY TEACHERS' CONCEPTIONS or:
READING: A QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS USING LOGIC
PROGRAMMING 0der No. DA8503353

ANNE LOONEY, Pu.D Syracuse University, 1984. 208pp.

This study addresses three issues. (1) the use of cnaelaative
methodology, specifically the use of analytic induction from a
symbolic interaction perspective, to induce content area teachers'
conceptions of reading, (2) the development of computer programs
written in a symbolic-computation programming system applicable to
quslitative research methodology, and (3) the identification of
methodological concerns which require careful consideration in the
context of computer-assisted data analysis which complements the
qualitative research perspective.

One part of this study explores the relationships between
secondary teachers' reading conceptions and reading activities they
present to students Teach'r data were collected through .

observations and interviewa which were analyzed as case studre
with the help of OUALOG, a !et of main-frame computer programe
developed to facilitate the mechanical tasks el qualitative data
analysis. The goal of this project was to induce two aesondary
leachers' conceptions of reading from observational data on their
instructional practices and from interview data on their underlying
'ationates for thou.' or actices and on their interpretations of tlif,
'pad ing procepS

ond part "t rierg:lit)P5 the I: olloborOtrve

.e.,lormens 1 in,u,Ja ot main acne c ornp.,iter ping.ams

'acilitates the mechane.al tasks of qualitative data anal

,atece Alpo logic programming' im I 1SP. Intrn the bap:Ito!
)tiALOG a collection of flexible and sophisticated pi ogi am& which

cri,eetionai /irk procesSing programs and LOU_

programs aid the researcher's conceptaahwork in data analysis in
tour areas (1) formatting the data as text tiles, (2) creating.

jam ring, and storing tiles of coding category information;
ia) CcAir-1g assertions relevant to hypotheses by scanning codes
and/or text for confirming and disconfirming evidence. and
(4) creating. organizing. and storing flies for the researcher's
memos a nda

The third part of this study examines the importance of
recognizing the distinction between the conceptual and mechanical
tasks of qualitative data analysis. The implic.ations of maintaining thin
distinction become particularly important as programming systems
such as LOGLISP are used to develop the potential of computer use
in qualitative research.

THE EFFECTS OF TRAINING SECONDARY' TEACHERS IN lk
READING COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION STRATEGY
BASED ON SCHEMA THEORY Ordar No. DA8422871
SIMONS. SANDRA MCCANDLFSS. PH.0 lin/ye/Say Of Oregon, 1284.
153pp Adviser Dr Me'edith Damien Gall

An instructional strategy based on schema theory.was developed
to improve secondary readers' comprehension of expository text. A
study was done to determine how well teachers implemented the
strategy after inservice training and whether use of the strategy
facilitates student comprehension of text.

The lours steps Of the instructional strategy are assess and
activate students' content schemata by brainstorming and provide
r>;--Med background information by developing vocabulvy and
discussing key concepts; activate students' textual schemata using
graphic organizers, have students read the text; and discuss the text
with students using both higher and lower ccgnitive questiorie.

Twenty five junior and senior high schoo, teachers and their
students were assigned to experimental and control cone Rion*. The
experimental group was :rained to use the instructional strategy in a
special version of Stallings' "Effective tise of Time Training
Program." The control group attended Stallings' regular program,
during which minimal attention was given to comprehension
instruction techniques. Both groups were observed for th-ee class
periods before and after training to determine teachers' use of the
strategy During one posttraining observation, the groups taught a
prescribed lesson based on an expository reading passage and
administered a specially prepared test on it to their students The
students were atso given a vocabulary pretest as a measure of initial
reading ability.

The experimental group teacilers made a greater average gain in
use of four key strategy techniques. Analysis of covariance yielded a .

significant effect (p < 01)
Eaperimental,group students had a higher mean score on the

prescribed lesson posttest than did Control group students. However,
the d'erence tested by analysis of covariance was not statistically
significant In experimental group classes. residualized gain scores
on this lest were positively correlated (r r 39) with teachers' scores
on a measure of implementation of the comprehension instruction
strategy

The results de eonstrare that the inservice workshops
effective in training teachers to use a comorehenson inste_
strategy based on schema theory Analysis of the effects ol strategy
implementation on student reading comprehension yielded
inconclusive reSufts Overall findings however, are Sufficiently
trnrnusing c. warrant further testing of the straicay
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examined the effect of a feedback system on the performance of
vo graduate teaching assistants (GTAsi in writing conferences with

their students 1 wo sets of conferences were taped and coded for
interactions that took place and for the content transacted I

established inter coder reliability of 84 on interactions and 87 and
89 on content cr tegories. using Scotts Pi Coe it, with hvo
trained coders 1 he coded tapes were processed eng the '!real
Time Observational Data Collection- microcomputer program This
program provided printouts of the frequencies and percentagf s of
interactions and content in each of the GTAs conferences
students in this study Atter the printouts were generated, I conducted
feedback interviews following the first ind second set of text oased
conferences. Transcripts of these taped feedback interviews were
also analyzed.

I found that there were important differences between the first and
second sets of conferences One GTA was able, as a result of the
feedback system. te alter his performance in his second set of
conferences. becoming more student-centered, clarifying his
exppctations for students, and modeling appropriate responses to
writing. The content of his second set of conferences did not change
markedly, however, the content of both sets of conferences deal; with
rhetorical issues as the literature recommended While the second
GTA's performance did not change a great deal. her attitude became
more consistent with what the literature suggested. The content of
her first conferences tended to focus on mechanical or sentence level
concerns Her second set of conferences, however, contained more
disci/taxon of rhetorical issues.

Both GTAs attributed most of the changes in their conferences to
the feedback system, particularly the printouts that quantified the
interactions and content. Finale the GTAs' intentions for their first set
of conferences matched their actual performahca. When they saw
their first printouts, however, they changed their intentions for their
second set of conferences, becoming more consistent with what
experts contend should be happening in writing conferences.

TEACHER FEEDBACK AND PRACTICES DURING GUIDED
ORAL READING FOR HIGH AND LOW FIRST-GRADE
READING GROUPS: A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY

Order No. DA8502641
UNIANskr, BARI:MU MARSHA, PH D Twxas Woman's University, 1984.
1212p.

Teacher intern, peon behavior during guided oral reading
instruction was the primary focus of the study. Engaged time and
positive and negat ve feedback to students was also investigated.

.Nineteen first grade. teachers in a large Southwest metropolitan
are*, who had a high and a low reading group, served as subjects
Each teacher, at her convenience, tape recorded three reading
lessons of her high and low reading group, unsupervised by the
researcher All the tapes from each reading group were transcribed
for engaged time and Positive and negative feedback. Positive and
negative feedback was designated oy the researcher and an
assistant Engaged time was calculated using a shop watch. Teacher
interruption behav or was coded from one tape for each teacher's
high and low group using a modified version of Hoffman and Baller'n
(1981) FORMA

Findings revealed significant differences of teacher ieterruetion
behavior toward the low reading groups (low .7: 7 13, igh ; ea
per 1(X) wor(ls) When analyzed proportionally. no sigr tic ant
lifference /vas found in ic.,caeon of "eacher interruptions. or in timing

.nten uptionS rinen high mewling changes occurred No signific
linerf?rices Aeere found in terminal. attending, and graehophonic
iree eel feeerI. k ',i,,der,tn data :4as analyzed proportionally

icsr high meaning changes rt,t1 hinted use Of corite.ut toedback
prevented F_.,tatistical analysis Descriptive findings revealed context
feedback utilized 3% to the high groups, and 1% to the low groups.

Oral reading time for the high and Icw gr cups was not sigeificant.
However, further investigation into words read revealed the high
groups read significantly more words than the.low groups.

Positive and negative feedback was found to be greater for the low
groups Findings, however, must be vie Ned in regard to the limited
hogritive feedback offered to both groups

THE BEHAVIORS AND ATTITUDES OF THE NON-ENGLISH
FACULTY AT YORK COLLEGE TOWARD THE TEACHING OF
WRITING Order No. DA8423843
WTSTERFIELD, MICH aFL W PH D The University o' Nebraska - Lincoln,
1984 139pp Adviser Leslie Whipp

This study examined the behaviors and attitudes of the non-
English faculty at York College toward the teaching of writing in their
classrooms. Two surve., instruments were administered to two
different populations. the nen-English iaculty and York College
students. The data collected was compiled for each population by
academic groups: Bible--fresnman level, Bible sophomore level,
humanities, natural sciences and social sciences in order to compare
and determine any differences among the groups on any one section
of the questionnaire. I discovered significant differences in perception
in the areaS of the use of content mastery as primary writing task, and
written respobse behaviors of faculty in evaluatioh. Several areas
showed strong agreement: faculty rarely make any use of prewriting
activities, of in-cfass writing, assignments, of revising/editing
strategies, or of publication/display of student writing. Other findings
indicate that faculty eerve es the sole audience and the sole evaluator
of student writing. Faculty take a very passive role in writing
instruction, rarefy making themselveS available for help in the
composing process. Faculty comments on papers were limited to the
marking of grammatical and mechanical errors in student writing. No
editing comments were used by faculty, and no faculty allowed a
student to revise a paper after being evaluated by the faculty member.
In most classes, writing was used as another way to evaluate content
mastery, not as a way to encourage learning. Faculty did it a
strong interest in a cross-curriculum writing program at York College
and a desire for further training in writing instruction.
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