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A DESCRIPTIVE SURVEY OF THE ATTITUDES AND
PERCEPTIONS OF SPEECH COMMUNICATION FACULTY
CONCERNING COMPUTERS AMD COMPUTER ASSISTED
INSTRUCTION OrderNo. DASA29B5H

BLout, MARCELLA A Rve, Eo D. wast Virginia University, 1984,
124pp.

The primary purposes of this study were 1o (1) develop_a personat
and protessional protile of speech communication faculty in selected
Pennaylvania colleges and universities, (2) obtain information on
speech communication faculty opinions about the usage ot
computers/Computer Assisted instruction, and (3) test the .
ralationship between eight independent demographic variables with &
senes ot dependent awareness, attitudinal and application variablqs
concerming computers/CAL -

The descriptive survey method ot research using & modified Delphi
technique was used 1o develop a quastionnaire sent to 394
Pennsylvania speech communication faculty. Data were renorted as
frequencres and percentages. .

Sixty-four chi-square tests completed between each. of eight
independent demographics and eight dependent quwt'nops proved
statistically significant in eleven relatio nships. One statlsn.cany
significant relationship was folind between rank and reading on CAlin
apeech communication. Whether a regspondent as'chmrperson or
non-chairperson was related to the awareness, attitude, and '
application (;uestions was not stalistically sngniﬁcant.' Respgndants
samed degree and the awareness and attitude questno‘ns d‘ud not
prove statistically significant; the chi-square test was sxgmfncant
between degree and the respondents’ use of a computer In cl_asses. A
statistically significant relationship was found between years in
teaching and two of the attitude questions concerning CAlasa
pegctical tool for speech communicatior ~nr CAl in speech t_Jel.ng
well-received by students. The chi-so .are test showed a sta_nshcally
significant relationship between respondents’ . vel of teaching and }
the awareness question of "Have you evér taken a computer course?
Two statistically significant relationships were found betweeq
respondents' type of institution and the two awareness questions of
reading on CAlin general and reading on CAl as related to speech
communication. For (he relationshp between male/temaie
respondents’ awareness, attitude, and apglication of computers/CAl,
the chi-square test showad = statstical significance for the two
awareness ques:ions ot purchase of & computer and reading about

CAl as well as for the application question of using a computer in
classes. The relationship between respondents’ age 2 wd the
awareness, attitude, and application questions proved statistically
aigruficant between ags and the awareness question of purchase of &
computer

A PLANNED COURSE READING COMPONENT: AN
INTERACTION MODEL FOR SECONDARY CONTENT AND
AEADING TEACHERS OrderNo. DAG411708
Dean, June Brouncer, PH D Umiversity of Pittsburgh, 1983. 183pp

Thrs study ~as designed to detarmine whether a proposed
nteractive integiated r2ading model produced .ncreased teacher
profegsionabism and student ach.evement cver the tradtional
approach to reading nstruction.

The model includes a raticnale. a design for staff development. the
matenals and strateqias necessary for implementation and a pracess
17 evaluation The study consisted of hoth an expenmental ind cise
study component thraugh vhich data were gathered to lest five
regearch quentionsg

Tag wams each camraosed of 3 anenca ogcher, 3 reading
teachar and super. noc renenrcher vorend sathacontiel aneg
mvpenimier gl g o ae et gevde students oo toumint Tergh
chals e cane Loy descnbed teacher interactiona dunng “taff

ta,elng e e, o seeal tpacher contacts, andlimstrucionad

prgpereet b ey crgmarnd gl cone a1 3nadred stedent

antconres ind droup differences an a twon way -
ANOQVA tor reading and science.

The obectives, skiils, and cencepts for the .rtegrative reading and
science curccuium were writlen based on the science conient
wiantified by the science teacher The science and reading teachers
then identified and planned the instructional strategies to ba
implemented 1n both teachers’ classrooms. The reading teacheyr
taught the reading skills during Phase | of instruction in the read:ing
c'assroom. Phase ll fellowed with the science teacher guiding the
ayplication cf the reading skills in the science ctassroom. The Heloing |
Handbook, an in-servite guide prepared by it2 rescarcher, provided
the teer.vers with background information for disqussions and for
acquiring new teaching skills.

The findings offer support for a ptanned integrative approach
which goes beyond the mere acquisition of knowledge to the
synthesis and application phases of learning The study shows that
when collegiality is promoted in a facilitative, supervisory
environment, teachers contribute effectively to instructional
improvement, they gain a commitment to continued professional
development, and student achievements also increased,

soeated neeasures

AN ASSESSMENT OF TEACHER PERCEPTIONS OF THE
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE COMMUNICATION PLAN OF A
SUBURBAN SCHOOL BISTRICT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE BASIC SKILLS FIRST PROGRAM

Ordev No. DAB429431
Eiurnr. CLavog Leg, Jr., E0.D. Memphis State University, 1964,
103pp. Major Professor: Ford Haynes

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to asseus teachers’
perceptions of the effectiveness of the cr.mounication plan utiized by
a suburban school district to dissemina‘e anK receive information
relative to the implementation of the Basic S'.ilis First Math program
and, thus, 1o identify positive fsatures i.nd reeded improvemants in
the plan that would enhance the effect veress of the communication,

Procedures. Teachars and administ; stors who were invGlved in the
program waera given an opportunity (o compiete a questionndire by
responding to statements concerning tt.e Basic Skills First Math
program and the communication plan uti'ized by the school district to *
irplement the program, The sampla consisted of 476 teachers who
taught a variety of subjects and combinations 3t subjects below grade
nine.

The data were subjected to either an independent t-test or analysis
of variance in a atte pt to determine if the respondent's school size,
teaching situation, grads taught, educational level, subpect taught,
total years teaching experience, age, or perception of the BSF Math
program was A factor 1n the perceived effectiveness of the
communication piagﬁfor implementation of the program.

Findings, (1) Aespondents from medium size schools perceived
tha communication plan to be significantly less etlective than did
respondents from large and small schools. (2) There was no
significant difference in the plan assessment mean scores of
regpondents classified by teaching situation. (3) There was no
sigiificant difference in the plan assessment mean scores of
respondents classified by grade taught (4) There was no significant
dtferance in the plan assessment mean scores of respondents

" clagsitied by educational level attained (5) There was no significant
aftarence in the plan assessment mean scoreg of respondents
tlasufied by subject taught (8) There was no significant diference in
the plan assessment mean scores of respondents classified by total
yeara teaching experience (7) There was no significant ditference in
the plan assessment mean scores of respondents classified by age.
18) Nespondants who lailed to support tha BEF Math program had a
olan ggsessment scare agnihcantly lawer 'har that of cesgondents
w0 suppoited the pragram
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A COMPARISON OF PRINCIPALS' AND TEACHERS'
PERCEPI'ONS OF PRINCIPALS' READING PROGRAM
INVOLVEMINT, READING INSTRUCTION PRACTICES,
MATERIAL S USE, AND STAFF DEVELOPMENT NEEDS IN
GRADES ONE THROUGH FIVE iIN THZ JORDAN SCHOOL
DISTRICT, SANDY, UTAH OrderNo. DAB427522

Frven, GEORGE LAWRENCE, PH D Urnersity of Georgia, 1584 251pp
turactor lra E Aaron

The purpose oi tivs study was to compare prncipals’ and
teachars’ perceptions regarding certain aspects of the current gradesa
one through five reading programs in the elementary schools of tha
Jordan School District, Sandy, Utah Foaur facets of a school reading
program were investigated. (1) extent of principal involvement in the
classroom reading program, (2) teachers’ reading instruction
practices; (3) teachers' utilization of certain reading matenals,
espacially various basal reader series, and (4) reading staf
development needs of teachers. Two questionnaires were deveiopad
as instruments for gathering data. one for teachers, and a principal
questionnaire, on which principals responded separately for pnmary
and intermediate teachers The subjects in this study were 236
primary grade teachers, 151 intermediate grade teachers, and 40
rlementary principals

The results indicated significant differences in perceptions of
prncipals and téachers in the tollowing areas: (1) principal’'s
mnvolvement in the reading program, {(2) frequency of use of various
reading matenals; and (3) percerved stalf development needs.
Principals rate§‘thelr involvement in classroom reading programs
higher than did both primary and intermediate teachers. Principals
also indicated a mueh higher degree of time spentn reading
classrooms than either teacher group did. Principals also tended to
rate the usefulness of reading materials slightly higher tor primary
teachers. Extensive use of basal reading textbooks as a basis for
reading instruction was indicated. In relation to statf development
needs, areas of greatest need identified by primary teachers were: use
of computers, teaching techniques most effective with disabled
readers, and teaching techniques most effective with gifted students.
Similar needs were indicated by intermediate teachers More than 50
percent of principals. however, percevad teachers need help in 24 of
the 33 inservice aress included in the survey A similar perception was
not shown by teachers, who rited only eight topics highty.

PERSONAL PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE OF LANGUAGE IN
TEACHING: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY

Kmoma, Siaxa KeN, PH D. University of Toronte (Canada), 1984.
Chairmard; Professor V. C. Falkanhemm

The problem of this study is to conceptualize teachers’ practical
knowledge of language. The study hoids that throughout their
curricular activities teschers operste with understandings about
language that are practical and personsl. One way of characterizing
these understanding:. is as personal practical knowledge of language.

The study’s method is participet observation. Its data are field
notes and interview transcripts which were obtained through direct
observations of two taachers’ practices and tape-recorded
explanations of thosa practicés. Each teacher had access to fiekd
notes and was given the opportunity to verty interview material. The
data are presented in two two-part interpretive accounts. £ach
account presents a summary of the data and interprets selectd
practices in three broad areas of language: reading, writing, and
hnguistic reQislers. '

in the conceptualization of practical knowledge of language that
amerges (rom the study it 1s dem:nstrated that personal philosophy
plays a dominant role in inking language knowledge and gction in
'eaching The ,tudy raveals that from therr personal and professiona!
“rytonaes laact erg davelap perconal philosaphies of curricuium which
tave consequ ceg lor language across tha curriculum.

FFFECTIVE SPECIALIZATION: AN INVESTIGATION OF
READING SPECIALISTS IN EDUCATION WITHIN THE
FRAMEWORK OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT THEQRY AND
THE BUREAUCRATIC ORGANIZATION OrderNo.DAB419948

Lanson, CoLteen L., Pu D The Uanversity of Wisconsin - M.z{mon,
1984 238pp. Supervisor Professor Richard J. Smitt,

The purpose of this stidy was to determine if the bureaucratic
organizational structure of Wisconsin schoois 18 or i3 not having an
affect upon the performance of K- 12 district reading specialists as
perceived Ly district reading specialists in the state of Wisconsin, The
total population of district reading specialisis in the state of Wisconsin
was surveyed (N = 575).

The first major finding of the study was that the ptacement of
reading specialists in the hierarchical bureaucratic ladder of authority
significantly attects both the difficulties encountered by staff resding
specialists and the perceived effectiveness of reading specialists in
the state of Wisconsin. Therefore, to optimize the usa of staf reading
specialists in the state of Wisconsin district superintendents must
deveiop a clear understanding of what the res~ongbilities of reading
specialists are and how those responsibilities can best be fulfiled
within the bui2aucratic organizational structure of egucation.

A second major finding of the study was that there was no
significant correlation between the level of bureaucracy in Wiscorin
schools and the perceived effectiveaness of staff reading specislists.
The level of bursaucracy in school districts in the state of Wisconsin
8 not nearly as important in the perceived effectiveness of siaff
reading specialiats as the leved of authority held by reading specialists
operating within those districts. This finding suggests that reading
specialists who are empioyed as K. 12 district reading specialiste
should be employed as administrators in Wisconsin schools # their

lalents and abilitees are to be maximized within educational
nstitutiony.

READING TEACHERS' REACTIONS TO A FIELD YEST OF A
COMPUTER ASSISTED INSTRUCTION READING PROGRAM
IN A MICROCOMPUTER LABORATORY SETTING IN A
MIDDLE SCHCOL OrderNo. DAB429723

MoskowITz, CHARLOTTE M., Ep. ). University of Pennsyl!vania, 1984,
420pp. Chalr: Dr. Morton Botel

Thig dissertation reports the attitudes and reactions of four middie
school reading teachers to a ficid test of a compuier assisted
instruction, CAl, raading devetopment program that was converted
from mainframe computer to microcomputer. Sixteen microcomputers
displayed the ingtruction to 245 students in the sixth, seventh, and
eighth grades in one middie school.

This study utilized observations coupled with inlerviews and
questionngires to elicit the attitudes of teachers and students to the
CAlreading program. Datarecorded in field notes and a researcher's
iournal included. instructiona! decisions regarding conversion of the
curmculum, preplanning atthe site, teachers' reactions 1o thes
training in the use of tha microcomputer, and ths attitudes and
reactions of teachers and students 1o the procedures employed
during the field test.

The results support the following conclusions: {1, Teachers nead
traming in how to use the specific software applicat n in readng
nstruction. (2) Teachers need preparation for their 10le change
(3) Students’ reactions, as observed by teachers and as recorded mn
questionnaires discussed with teacheis. as much as any singie f&ctor,
influanced teachers to believe that CAl should be integrated into
reading instruction (4) Teachers saw tha microcomputer as &
varsatile tool for review, reinforcemant. remediation, and possibie
eniichment of the reading curriculum (5) Teachers behieved that they
would have more time to devote to teaching and might plan to cover
additonal material bacauss they would not have to reteach those

sortions of the curriculum assigned 1o the microcomputar
(6) Teachers felt threataned by shanng theur tole a9 conveyoy i




armation Montorng ingtruction presantsd by the microtomputer
changed thair role ’

As & result of this invasugation, & four pant framework ems. ges as
¢ modei for the integration of microcomputers in reading instruction.
Tne components are (1) literacy. (2) apphications, (3) manager ..:nt
of nstuction, and (4) computer n3sisted teaching. All involve
BAC in aspacts of lagson planning and activities designed to
seigtin rode changs.

SECONDARY ENGLISH METHODS COURSES IN THE
MIDWEST AS VIEWED BY METHODS PROFESSORS AND
SECONDARY ENGLISH TEACHESS OrderNo. DAB427910

OsTepaHL, Joan Lynn, Pu D. The University of Nebraska - Lincoin,
1964. 119pp. Adviser: Aivah M. Kilgote

In racent years, leacher greparation programs and the individuals
who staff them have been the object of much criticism, from both
within and ouside the profession. Because methods courses are
viewed as an integral component of teacher education programs, this
study examined English methods courses in termé of course content,
teaching strategies, and demographics of respondents. The sampie
consisted cf sacondary English methods professors in colleges and
universities in nine midwestern states and randomly seiected pubkc

school Tnglish teachers in the same states. Survey instruments were
developed by the researcher; 281 surveys were mailed, with 153
usabie surveys returned. -

Respondents were to list topics they felt should be emphasized in
English methods courses. Strategies for teaching composition and
strategies for teaching literature were the topics most frequently
mentioned by both groups; however, while teachers believed “
discipline was an important item, protessors ranked it aimost last.

Professors and teachers agreed that the three most important
teaching strategies for beginning teachers to possess wers
discussion, individuz'ized instruction, and lecture.

Pearson product-moment correlations and multiple t tests were
calculated to test for relationships and comparisons between
responses of teachers and professcrs and between actual and ideal
inclusions of content items in methods courses and feaching
strategies used by educators. Results indicated that teachers viewsd
actual courses much differently than what they thought should idealry
be included; professors’ actual and ideal ratings were quite similar,
suggesting they were more satistied with the current course structure
than were teachers. Both groups felt innovative strategies, such as
computer-assisted instruction and individualized instruction, should
be implemented in the classroom, but generally did not use the
strategies as often as the lectur 2 and discussion meth%o&

YHE RELATION OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF READING OrderNo. DAB502671
RUNNELS. JANE HAYnES, PH D Texas Woman's University, T984,
152pp

The purpose f this study was to analyze responses from
alementary school principals regarding their perception of the
importance of each of 28 competencies for improvement of reading
and thew perception of individual achievement of same
rompetencies o

The sample was drawn trom Texas elementary school principaly
seleclad at random from school districts divided nto five categornes
vnsad or distnct size Thenstrument used was a questionnaire of 29
. Lmpetencies related to reading instruction and expected of
prncipals Ruth | Peterson and others developed the competency
hecklintin conmunction with Projact LEAD, & 1874 Pight to Reard

etfort at Geprge Waghington Univeraity.

There were 162 respondents to the questinnnaire. Thay rated their
parceptions on the importance of each competency and their
achrevement of each on two Liker-type scales.

Statistics used to analyze the data were analysis of variance, chi-
square, and Fisher's LSD. Competency 2, The Ability to Craate a
Climate Conducive to Readirig, was rated by the principals as the
most important Analysis ot vanance data for competency 2 produced
significant probability of importance (p < .05). Fisher test data
comparing correlations of Importance versus achievemant between
paired groups based on school district size revealed 11 competencies
that obtained significant reletionships (p < 05). Chi-square anal
comparing ratings of importance to ratings ot achievement sho
aight competencies to have resuits that differed from what could
expected from chance alone.

Based on findings of this study, recommendations include: (1) the

- elementary school principal should be knowledgeable concerning tha

teaching of reading. (2) Differences should be recognized betwean
principals of smali and large school districts in reading staff
deveiopment needs for effective leadership role. (3) Administrator-
certifying institutions shoukd be aware of the importance of course
ofterings in the supervision of the teaching of reading.

THE INFLUENCE OF ORAL LANGUAGE 'RANSACTIONS
BETWEEN SELECTED TEACHERS AND PREKINDERGARTEN
CHILDREN ON DEVELOPING LITERACY DURING EARLY
WRITTEN LANGUAGE EXPERIENCES OrderNo. DASS00803

Scrraokn, CanoL TavLor, PH.D. University of Missouri - Columbia,
1964. 438pp. Supervisor: Stevie Hoffman

Purpose. The purpose of the study was 1o imqstigate and descrr.e
the language inherent in the teaching strategies o five teachers
fostering the natural deveiopmenit of literacy in prekindergarten

. children, prior to and during the teachers’ introduction to a meaning-
centered model of written language ibaming.

Procadures. Along with interview instruments, taachers wers
yideotaped four timas Tha first three observations were followed by
ingervice workshops promoting ways to facilitate natural written
language strategies of children.

Findings. The data revealed each teacher’s initia! skill orientation
to the teacher/learning of - rritten languaga. Their teaching language
and strategies indicated a belief that prekindergarten children were
dependent upon teachers telling them what to write and
demonstrating how to write according to the adult's model. As these
leachers were axposad to the meaning-centerad theoretical moded of
wiitten language learning and instructional language to implement
that model, there were significant changes in their teaching
behaviors. They centered on the meaning intent of the children's
personal text and encouraged children's use of the emerging
knowledge they had abcut writing. Their questions invited children to
use their own legiming .itrategies, and to elaborate upen their own
meaningful messages. Their comments conflrmed the children's
intentions to make meaning with written language and supported their
efforis to construct their own tentative rule systam for writing. The
results of the teachers' enabling strategies were evidanced in the

children's more spontaneous and setf-diractad written productions.
Most important in the findings of this study was the clear indication
that the oral ianguage of teaching contributes significantly to how
children view themselves as learners and, therefore, how thay view
themselves as competent beginning writers. Taachers aust not only
understand how childran leam to usa written lanQuage but must aisc
know appropriate ways to facilitate thia naturs! learning process.




A HAMGAOOK FOR TEACHER ERQUCATORYS 1.F ORIGINAL
TITERACURE ABOUT THE SOCIALIZATION CF DEGINNING
ELEMENTARY S0:000L TEACHERS OrcerNo DAA4ZS 16

SHArER. Susan Ep O Cufurmtia University Teachers Callgje 1183
M8pp Sponsor P ofessar Sloan Wayland

Taacher education courses have been cnticized from many
sour: @8 for being tco thewretical Social foundations courses in
particular have been criticized for their failure to bridge “he gap
hetween course content and actual school experiences. The purpose
ot thug handbook 1s to r.resent teaching in its practical context, to
show prospective eiementary school teachers the orgamizational
constraints under which practitioners operate, which have their
onging in the school as an institution. The handbook may be used by
leachaer aducators as a supplementary instructional tool for
devaloping the abiity 1n prospective teachers to interpret situations
inherent in & formal and informal organizational schoo' structure,

The core 5! the instructional package consists of three onginal,
fictional works The works illustrate principles underlying the
socialization of the Leginning teacher by (1) expernenced colleagues,
(2) the principal. and (3) the pupils. Each piece is prec.eded by an
ntroduction which orients the teacher educator 1o research i the
held EAch work s followed by a set of suggested questions and
projects for use by the college instructor as springboards for class
discussions A4 selected, annotated bibliography is included with each
of the three parts.

Some system cheractenstics whict: areillustrated in the stories
are: (1) The beginning teacher tends to become more conservative
and conforming as a result of her absorption into the teacher
subculture. (2) The principal often provides the beginning teacher
with training in the bureaucratic values of the school system,
narticularly through his orientation conference early in September
and through the first formal observation. {3) Due to certain

organizationsl features of schoois, pupilkk have aninfluer.ce on the
beginning tescher's attitudes and hehavior.

The school as a larger social system s discussed. imphcations for
teacher training are offered. .

INDUCING SECONDARY TEACHERS' CONCEPTIONS OF
READING: A QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS USING LOGIC
PROGRAMMING O‘derNo. DA8503353
SueLLy, ANNE LOONEY, PH.D Syracuse University, 1984. 208pp.

This study addresses three 1ssues. (1) the use of quali-ative
methodology. specifically the use of analytic induction from a
symbolic interaction perspective, io induce content-area teachers'
conceptions of reading. (2) the development of computer nrograms
writien in 8 symbolic-computation programming system applicable to
qunliative research methodology, and (3) the identification ot
methodological concerns which require careful consideration in the
context of computer-assisted data analysis which complements the
qualitative research perspactive.

One part of this study explores the relationships between
secondary teachers' reading conceptions and reading activihes they
present to students Teach=r data were collected through
observations and mnterview.,. which were analyzed as case studies
vath the help of QUALOG, a et of main-frame: computer programs
developed o facilitate the mechanical tasks cf qualitative cata
analysis. The goal of this project was to induce two <=~ ondary
teachers’ conceptions of reading from observational data an their
nstructional practices and from interview gata on their underlying
‘atonales for thoo: ciactices and on their interpretations of the
reading proceas

Aaecond pact o s study deacnhes the collaborative

worlanment st g amgee set of nan frame computer progeamg
cnventional work processing progeams and LOGLISE . 4 system
wheh ntegl ateq iogic programming with ISP form the base for
HALOG a col'ection of Hlexible and sophisticated piogiams. which
‘acintates the mechanical tasks of quahtative data analysis These
pograms aud the researcher’s conceptuatwork in data analysig in
four areas (1) tormating the data as text files, (2) creating,
Jamzing, and storing files of coding category information;
13) teuting assertions refevant to hypotheses by scanmng codes
and/or text for confirming and disconfirming evidence. and
(4) creating. orgamzing. and storing hies for the resaarcher's
mamoranda

The thitd part of this study examines the imponarce ot
recognizing the distinction between the conceptual arxd mechanical
tasks of qualitative data analysis. The implications of maintaining thig
distincticn become particularly important as programming systems
such as LOGLISP are used to develop the potantiai of computer use
in qualtative research. ¢

THE EFFECTS OF TRAINING SECONDARY TEACHERS IN A
READING COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION STRATEGY
BASED ON SCHEMA THEQORY CrderNo. DAB422871

SiMONS. SaNDRA MCCANDLESS. PH.D. University of Oregon, 18634
153pp Adviser Dr Me-edith Damien Gall

Aninstructional strategy based on schema theory.was developed
to improve secondary readers’ comprehension of expository text. A
study was done to determine how well teachers implemented the
strategy atter inservice training and whether use of the sirategy
taciitates student comprehension of text.

Thefours steps 6f the instructional strategy are assess and
activate students’ content schemata by brainstorming and provide
™-20ed background intormation by devetoping vocabulary and
dmscussing key concepts; activate students’ textual schernata using
graphic organizers. have students read (he text: and discuss the text
with students using both higher and lower ccgnitive questione.

Twenty-five junior and senior high schoo. teachers and their
students were assi;ned 1o experimental and control concitions. The
experimental group was “rained to use the instructional sirategym g
special version of Staliings’ “Effective Use of Time Training
Program.” The control gioup attended Stallings’ regular program,
during which minimal attention was given to comprehension
instruction techniques. Both groups were observed for th -se class
periods before and after fraining to determine teachers' use of the
strategy During one posttraining observation, the groups taught a
prescribed lesSon based on an expository reading passage and
sdministered a specially prepared test on it to ther students The
students were atso given a vocabulary pretest as a measure of initial
reading ability.

The experimental-group teaciers made a greater average gain in
use of four key strategy techniques. Analysis of covanance yielded &
mgnificant eftect (p < 01)

Experimental-group students had g higher mean score on the
prescribed lesson posttest than did control-group students. Howaver,
the cerence tested by anatysis of covariance was not statistically
wugnificant In expenmentsl group classes, residuslized gain scores
on this test were posttively correlated (r = 39) with teachers’ scores
on g rneasure ot implementation of the comprehension ingtruction
strateqy .

The results de nonstrate that the inservice workshops v
atlective in training teachers to use a comprehensoningt, . Ln
strateqgy based on schema theory Analysis of the effects o stratsgy
implementation on student reading comprehension yielded
nconclusive resutts Qverall findings however. are sufficiently
promising te warrant turthar testing of the straieyy

Q o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

UL EFRETY OF A FEFDBACK SYSTEM ON TEACHLR
PERFORMANCE IN WRITING CONFERENCES
OrderNo DAB421805

T4CMPSON HDGARHERBIAT Eo D Vuorgira Polytochme Instituta and

Srate university, 1984 276pp

It exarmined the etfec: of a feedback sysiem on the pertormance of
'~0 graduale teaching assistants (GTAs) in wniting conterences with
treair students 1 wo sets of conferences were taped and coded for e
nteractions that 'ook place &and for the content transacted |
estaplighed inter coderrehability of 84 oninteractions and 87 and
88 on contant c: tegories, using Scott's Pi Coetl 11, with 1wo
trained coders The coded tapes were processed  iing the. | leal
Tima Cbservational Data Collection™ microcomputer program This
program provide 3 printouts of the frequencies and percentage s pf
interachons and vontant n each of the GTAs conferances wit)
students in this study After the printouts were ganerated, | conducted
feeiback nterviews folloang the first ind second set of text pased
conferences. Transcripts of these taped feedback interviews were
also analyzed.

I found that there were important differences between the first and
second sets of conferences Onez GTA was able, as a result of the
teedback system. 1= alter his performance in his second set of
conferences. becoming rnore student.-centered, claritying his
exp;ctatnons.for students, and modeling appropriate responses 1o
writing. The content of hrs secord set of conierences did not changs
markedly. however, the content of both sets of conferences deal: with
rhetorical 1Issues as the literature recommenged While the second
GTA's performance did not change a great deai. her attitude became
more consistent with what the literature suggested. The content of
her first confarences tended to focus on mechanical or sentence level
concerns Her second sat of conierences, hcwever, contained more
drecussson of rhetorical issues.

Both GTAs attnt.uted most of the changes in their conterences to
the feedhack systert, particularly the printouts that quantified the
mnteractions and content. Finalh the GTAs  infentions for their first set
of corerences matched therr wctual performafce. When they saw
their first printouts, however, they changed their intentions for therr
second set of conferences, becoming more consistent with what
experts contend should be happening in writing corferences.

TEACHER FEEDBACK AND PRACTICES DURING GUIDED
ORAL READING FORBR HIGH AND LOW FIRST-GRADE
READING GROUPS: A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY

OrderNo. DAB502641

Umansky, Barron Marsua, P D Twxas Worman's University, 1984,
121pp. .

Teacher interre ption behavior during guided oral reading
instruction was the primary focus of the study. Engaged time and
positive and negat ve feedback to students was also investigated.

_Nineteen first.grade teachers in a large Southwest metropolitan
area, who had a high and a low reading group, served as subjects
Each teacher, at her convenience, tape recorded three reading
lessons of her high and low reading group, unsupervised by the
resegrcher All the tapes trom each reading group were transcrited
tor engaged time and positive and negative feedback. Positive and
negdtive feedback was designated oy the researcher and an
assistant Engaged time was calculited using a sjop watch. Teacher
:ntarruption behav-or was coded from one tape for each teacher's
nigh and low group using a modihied version of Hotfman and Baker's
(1981) FORMAS

Findings revealed significant diferences of teacher interruotion
behavior toward the iow reading groups {low 2 = 7 131 igh R = + 92
per 100 words) When analyzed proportionally, no sigr ficant
diterence vagtound inlgcat:on of "eacher nterruptions. arin iming

4 nten uptions when high meaning changes occurred No sigmficant

ifterences vare found in terminal, altending, and graphophoric
wacren feedhack 1o ot dents when data was analyzed pnroporvonally

for migh medning changes The mited use of context teedback
pievented staustcal analysis Descrniptive hindings revealed contaxt
teecback utihized 3% to the high groups. and 1% to the low groups.

Oral reading tme for the high and Icw gicups was nat sigrificant.
However, further investigation into words read revealed the high
groups read significantly mare words than thelow yroups.

Positive and negative feedback was found to be greater for the low
groupa Findings, however, must be vie ved integard to the limiied
nagative teedback offared to hoth groupa

THE BEKAVIORS AND ATTITUDES OF ThHE NON-ENGLISM
FACULTY AT YORK COLLEGE TOWARD THE TEACHING OF
WRITING OrderNo. 5AB8423843
WeSTERFIELD. Mickagt W Pru D The university o Nebraska - Lincoln,
1984 139pp Adwviser testie Whipp

This study examined the: behaviors and attitudes of the non-
Enghsh faculty at York College toward the teaching of writing in their
classrooms. Two survey instruments were administered to two
difarent populations the nan-Enghish 1aculty and York College
students. The data collected was comprled tor each population by
scademic groups: Bibie--fresnman level, Bible.-sophomore levet.
humanities, natural sciences and social sciences in order to compare
and determine any differences among the groups on any one saction
of the questionnaire, | discovered significant differences in perception
in the araas of the use of contant mastary as primary writing task, and
written response behaviors of faculty in evaluation. Several areas
showed strong agreement: faculty rarely make any use of prewriting
activities, of in-class writing assignments, of revising/editing
si-ategies. or of publication/display of student writing. Other findings
indicate that faculty =arve 23 the sole audience and the sole evaluator
of student writing. Facultv take a very passive role in writing
instruction, rarely making themselves available for heip in the
composing process. Faculty comments on papers were limited to the
marking of grammatical ana 1nechanical errors in student writing. No
editing comments were used by faculty, and no faculty aliowed a
student to revise a paper after being evaluated by the faculty member.
In most classes, writing was used as another way to svaiuate content
mastery, not as a way to encourage learning. Faculty did inZ:cats a
strong interest in & cross-curriculum writing program at York College
and a desire for further training in writing instruction.
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