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The California Postsecondary Education Commission was
created by the Legislature and the Governor in 1974 as the
successor to the California Coordinating Council for Higher
Education in order t> coordinate and plan for education in
California beyond high school. As a state agency, the
Commission is responsible for &suring that the State's
resources for postsecondary education are utilized effectively
and efficiently; for promoting diversity, innovation, and
responsiveness to the needs of students and society: and for
advising the Legislature and the Governor on statewide
educational policy and funding.

The Commission consists of 15 members. Nine represent the
general public, with three each appointed by the Speaker of the
Assembly, the Senate Rules Comriittee, and the Governor. The
other six represent the major educational systems of the State.

The Commission holds regular public meetings throughout the
year at which it takes action on staff studies and adopts
positions on legislative proposals affecting postsecondary
education. Further information about the Commisgion, its
meetings, its staff, and its other publications may be obtained
from the Commission offices at 1020 Twelfth Street,
Sacramento, California 95814, telephone( 916} 445-7933.
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INTRODUCTION

In the 1982-83 Budget Act, the Governor and the Legislature directed the
California Postsecondary Education Commission to undertake the fourth study
of high school graduates' eligibility for the University of California and
the Californie State University since 1961. To implement the 1983 Eligibility
Study, the Commission requested approximately 15,000 raadomly selected
transcripts from California’'s high schools for members of their 1983 gradu-
atiog class. The information on the transcripts about the academic perfor-
mance of these students forms tae basis for calculating eligibility estimates,
but the sample of students provided an opportunity for state educational
policy makers to learn what activities California's high school graduates
choose to participate in after graduation.

In the 1983-84 Budget Act, the Governor and Legislature uxtended support for
the Commission to undertake as part of the 1983 Eligibility Study the first
year's survey of a five-year follow-up study of graduates' post-high school
activities. The plan for the study proposes at least two contacts with
these students during each of the next five years or uatil such time as the
level of response falls below that needed for meaningful results. This past
January, the Commission conducted the first of these follow-up surveys. The
purpose of this report is to describe the results of this survey.

A number of concerns directly influenced the nature and extent of this
survey. Most important, the high rate of mobility among young Californians
was expected to affect adversely the nuaber of contacts, and thus responses,
possible from the survey. Making preliminary dontact with the members of
the sample as quickly as possible was thus a. Righ priority in order to
acquire new addresses or identify permanent adgresses at which the graduates
could be reached.

Early contact with graduates was somewhat thwarted, however, by tranmscript
acquisition and processing delays. But by last December 15, transcripts had
been received for 12,285 of the graduates, or 83 percent of those that had

beeg originally requested; these 12,285 graduates formed the study population
for the first survey.

In the course of routine processing, 61 student transcripts were excluded
from the surveying effort due to faulty addresses, but by early February,
12,224 questionnaires had been mailed to the graduate sample (a copy of the
questionnaire is reproduced on page 3). The Postal Service returned 712, or
5.8 percent of the surveys as uadeliverable. Commission staff will be
corresponding with high school sta€ff in an effort to obtain correct addresses
for these graduates.

The remainder of this report presents the findings of the survey, compares
the nature of the respondents with what is known about the 1983 graduating
class at large, and proposes several hypotheses about graduates' post-high
school activities that can be tested when more complete information is
available. Two facts about the survey should be noted here, nowever:



The ethnic distribution of the students surveyed and of the respondents

is not directly comparable sith either that of the overall 1983 graduating
class at large or with the expected composition of the overall Eligibility
Study sample of 15,000 students, which was designedito provide an adequate
basis for making relisble statewide generalizations and valid inference

about students ip the major ethnic groups. While the report explores the
nature and degree of compatibility between the 4,040 respondents and the

overall sample of 15,000 graduates, the extent to which these res;~adents
represent all 1983 California high school graduates must awaii fu ~ther

data acquisition ind analysis.

One of the primary objectives of the Eligibility Study's follow-up surveys
is to compare students' eligibility to attend either the University or
tae State University with their actual post-hign school activities.
However, individual eligibility determinations for all graduates will not
be available until later this summer and thus the relationship between
these factors cannot be quantified at this time.
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Dear High School Graduate:

You have been selected to participate in the first statewide study of California
high school graduates to help the Governor and the Legislature understand the needs
and plans >f young Califormianms. Approximately one out of every 20 students who
received s high school diploma in 1982-83 has been chosen at random, and yob are
one of these people. Your answers to these few questions are very importint.
Please take the time to respocd. We will be sending you similar questionnaires
from time to time, and we will be telling you what we learn as we go. Thank you.

1. what are you doing now? (Please check all boxes that applv.)

] vorking _ [ 1n School or College
D In the Military D In a Job-Training Program
D Unemployed __f—___ Other (Please describe:~
)
2. Wwhat were you doing in October 19837 (Please check all boxes that apply.)
E:] Working E:] In School or College
E::: In the Military In a Joﬁ-Training Program
D Unemployed D Other (Please describe:
)
3. If you were attending school or college, what is the name and city of the
institution(s):
Name: -~
City:

4. If the information on the attached address label is imcorrect, please write
the correct information heje:

Name:

mapli

Number and Street: Apt ¢
City, State, and ZIP:

5. 1f there is spother address through which you can always be contacted (such as,
your parents), plesse izdicate it here:

Number and Screet: Apt. ¢
City, State, and ZIP:

——

If you did not graduate from high school between September 1982 and August 1983,
check here: [__]I did not graduate in 1982-83.

If you do not wish to continue to be a part of this study, please check here: E]

Please fold this paper so that our mailing address shovs, staple it closed, and mail.
Postage has been paid. No Postage Necessary.

Thank you for helping us with this important, statewide study.

Pitric . Callan, Director
1 OCalifornin Postsecondary Education Commission

LI}
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POST-HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES OF RESPONDENTS

>t the 11,512 members of the high school class of 1983 who are believed to
hate received a follow-up survey from the Commission in early February,
4,060 of them, or 35 percent, had responded by May 15. This level is well
within the 30-40 percent response rate typical of mailed surveys that do not
have subsequent follow-up efforts. Table 1| summarizes the six major categories
of activity in which these 4,040 respondents were engaged in October 1983
and at the time they were completing the survey. Respondents were allowed
to check as many of the categories that applied, and 1,924 of them reported
engaging in more than one of the six activities during last fall as did
[,960 during this winter.

Three quarters of the respondents indicated that they were enrolled in a
school or college during last fall or winter. These institutioas include
not only Califormia's degree-offering colleges and universities, which are
included in the C-mmission's annual reports on ccllege going rates, but also
out-of-state colleges and universities, non-degree granting proprietary
institutions in California or elsewhere, and public Regional Occupational
Centers/Programs and K-12 adult schools.

About half of the regpondents indicated that they were employed during th:i:
period, while approximately 16 percent characterized themselves as unemployed.
Only a small proportjon were involved in other activites, such as military
service (3.3 percent \\a the Fall and 2.3 percent in Winter) job-tcaining
programs (2.9 and 2.5 percent, respectively), or such other activities as
travel, missionary or church-related service, and homemaking (2.5 percent).

TABLE 1 Number and Proportion of Respondents Reporting Involvement
in Each Activity Category, Fall 1983 and Winter 1984

Fall 1983 Winter 1984
Activity Number Percent  Number Percent
Working 1,987 49.2 2,030 50.2
In School/College 3,033 75.1 2,956 73.2
in the Military 96 2.3 134 3.3
In a Job-Training Program 104 2.5 118 2.9
Unemployed 663 16.4 668 16.5
Qther : 138 3.4 145 3.5

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission.
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Choices of Activities

E )
while sohool and work predowinated the activities of these 4,040 young
Californians, tne nature of their activities has many more facets than the
simple tally of Table 1 reveals. Table 2 presents a nonduplicated count of
the respondents by the activity categories from Table 1, expanded to include
second and third activities and ordered from greatest participation to
least. Multiple activity categories are only reported once; thus if respon-
dents indicated they were ia school and working, their respoase is counted
in the "In School, Aad Working" category and only noted in parentheses in
the "Working, And in School” category.

Most ot the respondents who indicated that they were atteading school or
coliege were engaged in multiple pursuits. In Fall 1983, only 31 percent
participated in no other activity but school, while another 44 percent were
in school and involved in other activities, primarily work or looking for
vork. A decline in the numuer of those only attending school between Fall
and Winter mirrored the comparable decline in the proportion of those parti-
cipating in postsecondary educatioa. The proportion of students involved in
aultiple activities in addition to school remained relatively stable during
these two periods.

0f those respondents who were working, most == 62 percent -- were also
attending school or college. Between Fall and Vinter, the proportiom of
working respondents increased whether they were also in school (from 30.3 to
31.2 percent) or working 'nly (from 14.5 to 15.4 percent). Those leaving
school or job-training programs and those who had been unemployed contributed
to this growth in the number of workers.

Between Fall 1983 and Winter 1984, the number of the few graduates involved
in job-training programs and the Armed Forces also increased, but they were
the singular activities of only 1.9 percent in the Fall and 3.2 percent 1in
winter.

Differences in Activities of Men and Women

while school and work dominate the activities of both men and women, Table 3
shows that men were somewhat more likely than women to report school as
their sole activity, whereas women were more likely than men to be both in
school and working or looking for work. In the Fall, men were somewhat more
likely than women to report work as their sole activity, but in Winter this
pattern was rev~rs=d, and women were more likely than men to identify work
as their only activity. As one would expect, men were much more likely than
women to be serving in the Armed Forced during both seasons.

In general, women were more likely to report involvement in several activities
while men were more likely to identify a single activity. Whether this
finding reflects. actual differences in the activity patterns of men and
women Or is merely an artifact of differential response behaviors requires
further study.

A3



TABLE 2 Number and Propoition of Respondents Reporting
. Involvement in a Specified Activity or Set of
Activities, Fall 1983 and Winter 1984

Fall 1983 Winter 1984
Number Percent Number Percent
Activity (4,040) (4,040)
In School
Only 1,251 31.0 1,143 28.3
And Working 1,223 30.3 1,262 31.2
And Unemployed ° 413 10.2 411 10.2
And 1n a Job-Training Program 13 0.3 15 0.4
And ‘1 the Military’ 0 .- 0 --
And ¢ her Activity . 16 0.4 14 0.4
And Two or more Additional Activities 117 2.9 111 2.8
Working <f
Only 585 14.5 624 15.4
And in Schkool (1,223) -— (1,262) .-
And in a Job-Training Program 19 0.- 18 0.4
And in ‘the Military 6 0.1 14 0.3
And Other Activities 54 1.3 34 0.8
And Two or More Additional Activities 48 1.2 34 0.8
(52) -- (46) -
Unemployed
Only 170 4.2 159 3.9
And in School (413) -- (411) --
And in a Job-Training Program 6 0.1 8 0.2
And in the Military 1 0.0 2 0.1
And Other Activity 16 0.4 33 0.8
And Two or more Additional Activities i 0.0 2 0.1
(56) -- (53) --
{n a Job-Training Program
Only 7 0.2 36 0.9
And in the Military 1 0.0 2 0.1
And in School {13} - (14) --
And Working (19 -- (18) --
And Unemployed ( 6) -- ( 8) -
And Two or More Additional Activities (58) -- (40) --
In the Military
Only 67 1.7 90 2.2
And Working ( 6) -- (14) --
And in a Job Training Program (L -- ( 2) --
And Unemployed . (D - (2) -~
And Other Activity 0 .- ( 2) .-
And Two or More Additional Activities (63) - (26) --
Uther Activity Only 26 .7 28 0.7

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission
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TABLE 3 Proportion of Men and Women Reporting Involvement
.in a Specified Activity or Set of Activities,
Fall 1983 and winter 1984

Fall 1983 Winter 1984
Men Women Men Women
Activity : N=1.828 N=2,211 N=1,828 N=Z,211
In School . ,
Only 32.5 29.7 30.5 26.5
.And Working 27.8 32.3 28.1 33.9
And Unemployed 8.2 11.9 9.0 11.1
And in a Job-Training Program .4 0.3 0.4 0.3
And in the Military 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
And Other Activity 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.2
And Two or more Additional Activities 2.6 2.5 2.3 2.5
Working
Only 15.4 13.8 14.6 16.2
And in School (see above)
And in a Job-Training Program 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.5
And in the Military 0.3 0.0 0.7 0.1
And Other Activities 0.7 1.9 0.9 0.8
And Two or More Additional Activities 1.8 0.9 1.5 0.4
Unemployed
Only 4.6 3.9 4.1 3.9
And in School (see above)
And in a Job-Training Program 0.1 0.2 0.] 0.3
And in the Military 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.1
And Other Activity 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.9
And Two or more Additional Activities 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.0
- In a Job-Training Program
- Only 0.2 0.2 0. 1.0
And in the Military e.0 0.1 0.1 0.1
fn the Military
Only 3.2 0.4 4.6 0.3
And Other Activity .0 0.0 0.1 0.1
Other Activity Only 0.6 0.7 .6 0.8

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission
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Differences in Activities Among Ethnic Groups

Respondents whose ethpicity is identified as white compose 73 percent oi the
response group, while Asian graduates constitute 6.5 percent, Black, 5.4
percent; Hispanic, 11.4 percent; and other -- including American Indian and
Filipino == 2.0 percent. Tables 4 and 5 provide information about variatioas
in activity patterns among ethnic groups. American Indian, Filipino, and
Other respondents are grouped together not because their activity patterns
are necessarily the same but because the oumber of respondents in each
group, and thus the proportion involved in each set of activities, is too

small for meaningful comparisons.

Asian Respondehts: School was by far the predominant activity of Asian
respondents with 9! percent repor:‘rg school as one of their activities last

Fall and Winter. Further, Asian @spondents were significantly more likely
than any other ethnic group to report scheool as their sole activity -~ 48.4
percent and 47.6 percent in each respective time periods. Another 40 percent
or more indicated that in addition to school they were either working or
looking for work. Because of this large rate of postsecondary educational
involvement, Asian respondents vere less likely than any other group to
report involvement in any other activity or set of activities in either
period.

Blar~%x Respondents: The proportions of Black respondents participating in
postsecondary education waus the lowest among the five ethnic groups, 67.8
percent. Black respondents were also the least likely of the groups to

indicate that they were going to school or college and working. However,
they were the most likely to state that thev were looking for work while
going to school. Turthermore, Black respondents were the most likely to

report involvement in two or more activites in addition to attending school
or college last Fall and second omnly to "Other" ethnic respondents this

Winter.

Among all respondents who were not in schools, work was a more common activity
among Black respondents than any other ethnic group. Further, the decline
in the proportion of Black respondents reporting participating in post-
secondary education between Fall (67.8 perceat) and Winter (65.6 percent)
was reflected in a comparable increase in the properticn of Blacks who were
working (25.2 percent in Fall and 28.4 percent in Winter). Particularly
striking was the large proportion of Black respondents who were involved in
work and some other activity. In general, a larger proportion of these
nonstudent Black respondents than any other nomstudent subgroup reported
involvement in sets of multiple activities. The proportion of Black respon-
dents involved in the remaining activity categories == unemployment, in a
job training program, in the Armed Forces, and other activities -- were at
or below the average rate of participation for the whole group.

Hispauic Respondents: Despite a somewhat lower proportion of Hispanic
respondents than white respondents reporting participation in postsecondary
education, these two groups of students have similar patterns of activities.
A similar proportion of these two sets of students reported involvement in
all activity categories except beingfumemployed. Hispanic respondents were
more likely than white respondents to indicate that they were unemployed.

Q=

16



TABLE 4 Proportion of Respondents by Ethnic Group Reporting
Involvement in a Specified Activity or Set of Activities,

Fall 1983
Ethnic Group )
Asian Black Hispanic White Other
Activity N=256 N=223 N=458 N=2,956 N=78
In School
Only 8.4 25.7 26.7 30.5 37.3
And Working 23.5 14.9 29.6 32.0 24.3
And Unemployed 16.6 20.2 12.0 8.5 12.8
And in a Job-Training Program 0.0 0.5 0.4 0.3 0.0
And in the Milita-y 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
And Other Activity 0.8 0.5 0.2 0.4 0.0
And Two or more Additional Activities 1.9 6.0 2.6 2.8 5.1
Working
Only 5.7 11.7 17.7 15.0 14.1
And in School (see above)
And in a Job-Training Program 0.0 0.0 0.7 0.5 0.0
And in the Military 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0
Apd Other Activities 0.4 13.5, 0.7 0.7 0.0
And Two or More Additional Activities 0.4 6.0 0.5 0.2 0.0
Unemployed
Only 1.1 3.6 3.7 4.7 2.5
And in School (see above)
And in a Job~Training Program 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.2 0.0
And in the Military 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0
And Other Activity - 0.4 0.9 1.1 0.2 1.3
And Two or more Additional Activities 0.0 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0
In a Job-Training Program
Only 0.4 ¢.0 0.4 0.2 0.0
And in the Military . 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.0
In the Military
Only 0.0 1 2.0 2. 1.3
L)
Other Activity Only 0.4 0 1.3 0.6 1

1. Included responses for American Indian and Filipino graduates.

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission
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TABLE 5§ Proportion of Respondents by Ethnic Group Reporting
- Involvement in a Specified Activity or Set of Activities,
winter 1984

Ethnic Group 1
Asian Black Hispanic White Other
Activity N=265 N=223 N=958 N=2,958 N=78

In School
Only
And Working
And Unemployed
And in a Job-Training Program
And in the Military
And Other Activity
And Two or more Additional Activities
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In Fall 1983, while Hispanic re: .ondents were second to Black respondents in
the proportion working, they had the largest proportion reporting work as
their sole activity. By Winter 1984, the proporticn of Black respondeats
whose sole activity was work, exceeded the proportion of Hispanic respoandents
so engaged. Another shift in the relative participation rates of some
importance for Hispanic respondents is the change in the proportion unemployed.
while the proportion of Hispanic respondents citing unemployment as their
sole activity in the Fall was below the overall proportions of respondents

in this category, by Winter, their proportion in this categoty doubled. -The
growth in the proportion of those unesmployed raflects the relative decline

in Hispanic respondents participation in postsecondary educatioa.

For the remaining categories -- job-training programs, military service, and
‘o:her activity, the proportion of Hispanic respondents so engaged was reia-
tively stable and only slighlty above t._ average for the whole group.

Other Ethnic Groups: In terms of postsecondary educational activities, the
resaining ethnic minority group -- "Other” -- is most similar to the Asian
responses. While their overall rate of participation is substantially

less -- 79 percent compared to 91 percent for Asians, == like Asians a
relatively large proportion cites school as its sole activity aand .a rela-
tively small proportion report combining school with work or looking for
work. Among all groups, this subgroup was the most likely to be engaged in
a single activity, regardless of which category. .




POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION CHOICES OF RESPONDENTS

In several of the major categories of activity, the relatively small partici-
pation rates and limited anumber of respondents precludes any detailed discus-
sion of difference among groups. However, omne category -- enrollmeat in
school or college -- includes a substantial number of respondents, and the
survey form provided additional information on this subgroup of respondents
for Fall 1983. Table 6 summarizes this data.

As noted earlier, three-quarters of the survey respondents indicated their
involvement in some form of postsecondary education. If the two segments
that are not included im the Commission's college-going rate calculations

. are excluded -- out of state schools and colleges, and other noncollegiate
California schools =- the proportion of respondents in California postsecond-
ary institutions is 64 percent. While this is somewhat higher than the
statewide rate of 61.4 reported for 1982 in the Commission's college-going
rates report, variations in segmental definition and response rates account ¢
for the difference. A major difference in definition involves the California ’
independent scheols and colleges, which for the purpose of this report
include any private postsecondary institution, whereas the prior report
includes only collegiate institutions. Differences in rate at which students
in the public segments responded to the survey is quite difforent from theirz
reported representation in those segments. Students enrolled in the Univer-
sity and State University were more likely to respond to the survey and
students at the Community Colleges were less likely to respond than would
have been expected from data in the Commission's most recent coilege~going
rate report.

Choices among postsecondary educational opportunities is oot unidimensional,
in that many factors contribute to variation in the pattern of enrollment.
Table 7 presents two such factors -- sex and ethnicity.

TABLE 6 Numker and Proportion of Respondents Enrolled in School
or College by Segment, Fall 1983

Respondents
in Schoo! College-Going Rates
Se yment Number Percent Respondents 1982 Graduates

California Community Colleges 1,440 47.5% 35.6% 42.8%
California State University 459 15.1 11.4 9.0
University of California : 383 12.6 9.5 6.4
California Independent Schools

and Colleges 302 10.0 7.5 ‘ 3.2
Out-of-State Schools and Colleges 213 7.0 5.3 NA
Other Californmia Schools (RO:'/ROCS,

Adult Schools, etc) 236 7.8 5.8 _NA
TOTAL . " 3,033 100 75.1 61.4

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission
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SEX

A substantially larger than average proportion of men than women reported
attending out-of-state postsecondary institutions, and they also compose 4
somewhat larger proportion of respondeats at the Umiversity of California
than would be expected given their overall response rate. Conversely, the
represeatation of women among respondents attending the California State
University and California independent schools and colleges was above average.

¢ .
ETHNICITY

Even more diversity is apparent among the choices of imstitutioas made by
respondents from different ethnic groups.

e A disproportionally large representation of Asian respondents attend the
University of California and the California State University.

e Among the American Indian respondents attending school or college, their
" representation in the California State University is larger tham would be
expected by their overall participation rate.

e Black respondents who were in school or college were far fewer than would
be expected statistically in the State University and more than would be .
expected in California independent schools and colleges and the University
of California.

TABLE 7 Sex and Ethnic Distribution of Respondents Enrolled in
School or C llege by Segment, Fall 1983

Sex ' Ethnic Group
Segment Men wWomen As-an Indian 8lack Filipino Hispanic White
California Community Colleges 43.1 56.9 7.0 0.3 4.7 2.0 12.2 - 73.8
California State University 40.1 59.9 13.6 0.7 2.2 1.8 9.4 72.3
University of California 46.2 53.8 12.6 0.3 6.8 2.1 5.0 73.2
California Independent Schools
and Colleges 39.1 60.9 4.6 0.3 9.0 0.7 13.0 72.4
. Out-of-State Schools and
Colleges 56.8 43.2 2.4 0.5 4.3 0.9 5.7 86.2
Other California Schools 44.5 55.5 6.4 0.0 5.5 1.7 17.9 68.5
1983 Respondent Rate 43.7 . 56.3 g§.1 0.3 5.1 1.7 10.9 73.9 .
1982 College~Going Rate 48.1 51.9 7.2 1.3 9.5 2.1 14.0 65.9

Source: California Postsecondary Education Commission.
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e Filipino respondents who were in school or college fad a nmuch smaller
than expected representation in California independent schouls and
colleges and out-of-state schools and colleges and a higher than
expected representation at the University and the Commmunity Colleges.

e Hispanic students had the largest participation rate in Community Colleges,
California independent schools and colleges, and moncollegiate California
public schools, while the University of California and out-of-state
institutions were their least likely choices.

e The representation of white respondents was near their expected level in
all segments except out-of-state schools, in which they were substantially
overrepresented, and other noncollegiate California public scheols, in
which they were underrepresented.

Each gender and ethnic group of respondents develops a somewhat uaique
pattern of segmental enrollment. Causes and correlates related to these
different patterns will be explored more thoroughly as information about
graduates' high school achievements and their eligivility for college becomes
available this summer.




RESPONDENTS' REPRESENTATIVENESS OF 1583 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES

Survey respondents are, of course, 1 self-selected sample of 1983 high
school graduates, and while their pcstsecondary choices of activities have
intrinsic interest, the degree to whica they are representative of the
entire 1983 high schooldgraduating class is of even more interest and impor-
tance for State policy makers. Two basic characteristics of the two groups
are their gender and ethaic group composition. In the Commission's High
School Curriculum Survey, which formed Part One of its 19823 Eligibility
Study, the Commission requested this information from all 1,824 California
high schools. As of May 1, 81 percent, or 1,483 of these schools, had
returned their surveys, although approximately 2 percent of them failed to
report their number of graduates by sex or ethnic group. Staff efforts
continue to seek complete and accurate data for all schools in the study,
but in order to compare the survey respondents with the total graduating
class in terms of sex and ethnicity, the staff has used a variety of means
to supply estimates for this 21 percent of the schools.

As more complete information is available from the schools, the staff's

present calculation of the sex and ethnicity of the total class will be

revised, but Table 8 presents these curremt calculations and compares them
with the respondents to the follow-up survey.

As can be seen, women comprised a larger proportion of the respondents than
they do of the graduating class. The respondents also include a substantially
larger proportion of white graduates and a somewhat larger proportion of
Asian graduastes than does the total graduating class. Conversely, Black,
Hispanic, and American Indian graduates are underrepresented among responding
graduates. Filipino representation among respondents is about the same as
in the graduating class.

TABLE 8 Size and Composition of California’s 1982-83 High School
Graduating Class and Sample of Graduates Responding to
the First Follow~=up Surverw.

A1l 1982-83 Graduates Responding}Graduates

Characteristic Number Percent Number Percent

Total 277,670 100.0% 4,038 100.0%
Men 136,548 49.2 1,829 45.3
Women 141,122 50.8 2,209 54.7
Asians 16,992 6.1 263 6.5
. Blacks 24,729 8.9 218 5.4
Hispanics 48,465 17.5 460 11.4
Whites 180,994 65.2 2,952 73.1
Anerican Indians 2,054 0.7 10 0.3
Filipinmos 4,436 1.6 52 1.7




Q

Based on these facts, the differences of activities aad choices amor.g respon=-
dents that were described earlier in this report should not be interpreted

as an accurate description of all 1983 California graduates, either in total
or by subgroup. When more complete information is available abou' respondents
and nonrespondents, the reliability of using the responses to gereralize

about the patterns of post-high school activities of all 1983 graduotes will
be evaluated.

.
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