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lntroduction .

,

The Women of the World handbooks presen't and anslyze
statistical data on women in Latin America and the Caribbean,
Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia and the Pacific, and the Near East and
North Africa. The handbooks are the latest product of the

National Statistics on Women project of the Office of Women~
in Development (WID Office), U.S. Agency for International

Development (USAID). The overall project has as its aim the com-
pilation of an adequate data base on women in developing coun-
tries for planning, program development, and project design. It
assists daty-gathering efforts in developing countries and
provides statistical information to international agencies, donor
governments, host government develobment planners and
schotars, as weall as to USAID’s nwn policymakers and plannars.
A numbaer of subactivities have been funded under this project,
of which the Women of the World handbooks are one. The
analysis of women'’s status as contained in these handbooks is
offered to planners and others as a starting point against which
they may assess the i/mpact of current and future policies and
programs. Without such a statistical background, the amount,
direction, and significance of change is often only speculative.

The principal abjectives of this particular handbook on women
in Asia and 'he Pacific are to provide an overview of the
sociodemographic situation of women, to c_i‘iscuss variations
among geographical subregions, and to explore female/male dif-
ferentials over a rang: of variables which bear upon women's
status. indicators which are used as empirical referents of status
include education, employment, merriage, fertility, mortality, and
demographic characteristics such as age and rurdl/urban
rasidence. The format of tabulations and graphsc presentations

) tfoselv foliows the gmdeh,nes recently suggested by the United |

Nations {Powers, 1983). Througl(out fhe discussion, considera-

, tion s given to the, strengths and imitations of national-levei data
as planning tools for monitoring changes in the status of women
and for ‘acilitating their full participation in national development
A definition of female status is necessary to put the following
@ pters into perspective, This handbook was conceived within

.y

a general framework whichcenstrues female status to consist
of “the degree of women's access ta (and control over) material

‘resources {including f&od, income, land, and other forms of

wealth) and social resources (including knowledge, power, and
prestige) within the family, in the comm{mity, and in society at
large’’ (Dixon, 1978). The question which immediately proceeds
from this definition is whaether the indicators used in this hand-
book are sufficient to provide a comprehengive picture of
women’s status; the answer is a qualified yes.

The analysis presented herein covers certain aspects of status
involving women's access to socialsresources such as heaith and
education. It also examines women’'s access to material
resources in the form of employment and indirectly through such
indicators as mortality. The major gap in the coverage of this

yort consists of an inability to deal directly with the levels of
power and prestige which differe nnate women within and across
societies, Access to resources such as education probdbiy con-
stitutes a reasonable proxy for the amount of power and prestige,

just as indirect evidence from differential mortality rates betweep

sexes gives us sc™ idea of relative female status. Howewer,
we have no quantitative data on questions such as: what is the
cultural valuation of girls and women, which attitudes and beliets
need to be changed in order to enhance women'’s access to and
benefits from material and socisl resources, and, what were the
historical circumsiances that influenced the present situation?
A recent study from India sl}gws that certain factors which are
central to current interregional differences in 1e‘male status .
{defined as femsle autsnomy) date back several centuries (Dyson
and Moore, 1883). in other words, an understanding of varia-
tions in the existing familial and communal social structures of
differept ‘countries and national subreglons may be crycisl to
comprehension of the underlymg factors which contiibute [0
demagraphic differences. ]

It is implicit in the above discussion that’ female status is not

a unidimensiona! concept. The same woman, at the same point
in time, may be rasponsibie for a series of roles which emerge

-

1N .
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from her various statuses. For example, she may simultaneousty
be a wife, mother, daughter-in-iaw, employee {outside the
home), part-time unpaid family workar, and so on. Some of the
roles that she pertorms may accord her a high amount of power
and prestige; others do not. The mother role is one which often
increases a woman'g status in Asian societies, while employ-
mert 1n mehial jobs may reduce her socivtal prestige, even
though it provides her greater access to material resourcas. b
a useful discussion of the varied roles of vvomen, Oppong (1980)
has suggested 8 sevenfold typology which may be ussd to
classify the status of women in a countiy {or subgroups within
a country). These role categories include parental, occupational,
conjugal. domestic, kinship, community, and individual roles.
This handbook. however, considers only the empirical

] reterents of female status mentioned before, mainly becuuse of
. data imitations but also because the main thrust of this report
is to elucidate the rational-level informational base that has been
developed. In recognition of the nagd for national-level data
d.saggrepatea by sex, the WID Of%ica in 1978 requested the

Center for Internationa! Research (CIR), U.S. Bureau of the Cen-

sus, to establish a Women In Development Data Base (referred

. to hereafter as the WID Data Basel of demographic and

. pussible by age and rural/urban'residence. A search was con-
ducted for 19 variables, including demographic, educational,
household and matital arrangements, and labor force topics. Each
variable was chosen because of its importance as an indicator

. of women's status and because these particular veriables
appeared to be the ones that would be most readily available
in census and survey publications. Special runs of census files
were not undertaken because of high costs and uncertainties
regarding accessibility.

. The initial data search included only the 69 countrias where
- USAIC had active programs. It wes planned that when this first
phase was complete, more countries woulu be udded for
purpases of comparison, and likewise more variables if the in/itiai
— search determined that sufficient information was available on
other aspects of wome~'s situation and activities. Subsequently,
the WID Data Base was expanded to inciude ail countries of the
world with populations of 6 mulfion or more. Over 2,600 tables
have been compiled on the original 19 indicators; to date, the
Iist of vanables covered has not been extended. Statistics come
principally from the 1870 and 19B0 census rounds; in some
cases, 1960 round data also are included.’ To supplement the
census data, results of national surveys also are used for some
topics. Detailed characteristics of the WID Data Base arg
presented in appendix B. '

" ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

The 14 Asian countrigs covered in this report are grouped into
three regional clusters. East Asia ConsIsts of Mainland China,
Hong Kong, South Korea, and Taiwan. Eastern South Asia in-
cludes Burma, indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and Thailand.

‘A (ensus round refers to a decade dunng which the various countries
¢ andu 1 thenr « ensuses. 1960 round cgnsuses ware taken during the period
Q@ 985510 1964 1970 round dunng 1965 to 1974, end 1980 round during
E lC1975 to 1984,

A ruiToxt provided by ER

socioeconomic statistics, disaggregated'bv sex and, whergver’

Thg remaining five countries — Bangtadesh, (ndias Nepal, =
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka— form Middie SgsAfMsia. Nationsofthe = &
Asian continent which are géographicallv situatéd to the west. L
of Pakistan are'often considered part of the Near East, and hence
are examined in @ separate Near East and North-Africa handbook -_
which is part of the Women of the Wolld series.

Data for 18 devaloping Pacific island nations also have besn
included in the analysis, even though-these countries are not =~
part of the existing WID Data Base. Becagse of their relatively f
small populations which are dispersed among thousands of
istands, in addition to a gengral dearth of data, Pacific nation$
other than Australia and New Zealand are often overiooked in
global analyses. Neverthelss, several useful indicators ‘of
women's status can be generated, and an attempt has bsen
made to present at least a rudimentary picture of basic
female/male differentials. The islands are divided into three broad
areas. Polynesia embraces American Samoa, Cook islands,
French Polynesia, Niue, Tonga, Tuvalu, Wallis and Futuna, and
Western Samoa. Melanesia consists of Fiji, New Caledonia,
Papua New Guinea, the Solomon islands, and Vanuatu.
Micronesia includes Guam, Kiribati, Nauru, the Northern Mariana
islands, and the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. Although
intraregional variations abound as a result of different wstoridal
exd’eriences and geophysical circumystances, certaln siilarities
also may be observed within the three areas; these are’explored
more fully in sub§equent chapters. - g &

S o

Analytical Summary T

The remaining sections of this handbook analyze statistics
drawn from the WID Data Base and supplementary sources.
Chapter 2 describes the populations of the Asitn and Pacific _
regions - their size, growth, composition, geographic distribu®
tion, and change. Migration and its impact on women is con-
sidered in this chapte?, but detailed discussion of both fertility .
and mortality is left for chapter 6. Chapter 3 presents data on
literacy and school enroliment among cﬁii_dren and vuutp. m
chapter 4, the critical issues surrounding women’s economic
roles are discussed, and data on labor force participation are
examined. Marital status and household characteristics are the
focuses of chapter 5, followed by consideration of fertility and
mortality in chapter 6 as they relate 1o the status of women.
The Handbook closes in chapter 7 with a discussion of the
advantages and limitations of nationali-level data in planning for
a development strategy which includes wo,men.

-

Population Distributioi snd Change =

“The A’sian region contains the worid’s two iargest countries,
Mainland China and India, which together are ‘home to 37, per-
cent of the earth’s inhabitants. By way of contrast, Pacific island
nations e relatively smali, with several having, fewer than
10,000 persons each. Popuiation growth rate§ vary con- o
siderably; countries in East Asia now post gains of under ” per-
cent per year, while rates in the Middle South Asian countries
of Pakistan and Bangladesh are 3 percent or higher. Most of the
variation in thesa growth rates is attributable to diffgrential
fertility —crude birth rates are nearly twice as high &dele
Souch Asia as in East Asia. S

) .11
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The following summary, based on United ‘Nations (1882) *

estimates for 1985, .shows proportions ¢f women and men in
the Asian countries in this report, by age and region. While
gender differences are minor, regional age distributions do vary:

Lt Middle East Eastern
South Asia Asia South Asia
Age Women Menj Women Men| Women| Men
All ages 100.0[100.0} 100.0 |100.0{ 100.0 {100.0
0 to 14 vears. 39.31 39.3 29.7 | 298 37.5] 38.6
1510 684 ,
years ... .. 57.6] 57.6 63.9| 64.7 58.7 { 68.3
65 vears ) '
and over . .. 3.1 3.1 6.4 556 38 3.1

Compated to other parts of the developing world, the youth
{undér age 15) dependency burden in Asia as a whole is low,
due largely to, rapidly daclining family size in Egst Asia and
esperiallv Mainland China.

Despite the presence of certain rapidly growing cities in various
Asian countries, the overall level of urbanization is lower thar,
in Latin America and Africa, and the tempo of urbanization.is
generally slower. According to the latest censuses, only South
Korea, the Philippines, and the city-state of Hong Kong have
more than 31 percent of their populations in urban areas. Urban
sex tatios tend to be higher than those for nations as a whole,
although the Ph.lippines represents a striking exception. In Mid-
dle South Asia, the traditional pattern of male migration to cities
produces highly skewed sex ratios. .

Literacy and Education

in ali countries, men outpace women in the ability to read and
write. However, female/male ratios of tota! percent literate vary
widely, ranging from only 0.16 in Nepal to near unity (0.97) in
the Philippings. With the exception of Sri Lanka, Middie South
Asia lags behind the eastern.regions hoth in overall percentages
and in terms of female/male ratios.

As expected, literacy is considerably higher among younger
women, and the literate proportion is closest to that of men at
ages 10 to 24 years. Female/male ratios are uniformly higher
.or urban than for rural areas.

The situation reqarding literacy and enroliment in ASian coun-

tries. by sex and rurai/urban residence, can be roughly summa-
rized by median percentsges based on the 8 or 9 countries with
availlable data, as shown below: ’ ‘

Percent enrolled, age
10 to 14 years

Percent litérate, age
- 10 years and over

Residence Women Men Girls Boys

Rural 54.7 74.3 45.4 63.6

~ Urban 76.7 90.9 71.8 81.3
Q
ERIC

!

in terms of schoo! enrolimaent, rurai giris fare pooriy-in reiation
to both rural boys and urban girls. Throughout Asia, enroliment
by age declines in 8 generally consistent pattern, with suc-
cessively smaller proportions of both sexes enrolled at older ages.
Gender ditferences tend to widen at older ages, refiecting higher
dropout rates among young women than men as they reach
secondary and tertiary levels. The persistence of this trend in
the future bears close watching, especially in light of the fact
that enroliment differences between sexas have virtually disap-
peared among the youngest age group {5 to 9 years) in most
East and Southeast Asian countries.

Women in Economig Activity g

) 0
Most researchers agree that traditional measurement pro-

‘cedures in censuses and labor force surveys often produce

underestimates of female labor force participation. Comparisons
of data drawn from different sources in a number of Asian coun-
tries support this contention. Since this repart focuses on com-
prehensive national-level census and survey information, the
possibility of biases and omissions should be borne in mind when
considering the quantitative data.

Thera are large female/males differences in ratss of economic
activity in both rural and urban areas, as suggested by the fol-
lowing median percentages for the population 10 years of age®
and over for the 10 Asian countries with available data:

Residence Women Men
Rural. . ... ... .. 33.4 77.
Urban . ... ..... 18.0 65.

Gender differences generally persist whet. age groups are taken
into consideration, a gattern also found in available data for
Pacific island nations. Rural Asian yvomen display higher partici-
pation rates than their urban counterparts in all but two coun-
tries, and the reiative famale/male differences in rates tend to
be greater in the urban sector.

Higher rates of female labor force participation do not
necessarily imply improvement in the statu$ of women. in many
countries, labor force activity may be primarily a response to
severe economic need and may ot represent an emancipating
or enriching experience. Particuiarly in Middle South Asia, work
does not constitute an aiternative role for mogt women; it is more
apt to be an additional role taken on in conjunction with the wife-
mother role. A large portion of women there and in Southeast
Asia are employed as unpaid family workers, while typical female
occupations cluster in the agricultural, sales, and service sec-
tors. it is likely that most jobs in these sectors are prestige-
reducing rather tran prestige-enhancing. '

Marital Status and Living Arrangements

Marriage continues to be a prime contributor to women'’s
status throughoui much of Asia. In certain nations, marital union
T \/
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and subsequent moth€rhood are pramdum social goals for
women. These traditional norms are most p ominent in Middle
South Asia and, to a lesser extent, in Eastern 3outh Asia‘nl East
Asia, rewards obtained from extended schooling and labor force

. participation appear to be modifying or at least postponing the
* desire for marriage and family.

In many nations, the minimum legal age for marriage is lower
for women than for men, and women in each of the 14 Asian
countries marry at youngsr mean ag’es than men do. Regional
differentials in the timing of marriage can be large, as illustrated
by the.meduan percentages single 4t age 20 to 24 years shown
below. Older age at marriage in East Asia is partially responsible
for the relatively lower fertility levels in that region. In spite of
such differentials, however, most Asian women do eventually
marry.

Median Percent Singte 1n Two Age Groups. by Region and Sex

Middle South ) Eastern South
Asia EaAst Asia Asia
Age women | Men{women | Men| Women|Men

20 to 24 years 9.5 | 601 61.0 88.4 39.6167.0
45 to 49 years 0.9 2.7 1.2 6.4 2.3| 3.3

Both women and men marry at younger ages in rural than in
urban areas, 1n all Asian regior.s. While data on age at marriage
tor the Pacitic istands are not readily available, the greater propor-
tions of single males in all nations suggest a pattern similar to
that in Asia.

Asian househ@ids are, on the average’ larger than those in
other developing regions of the worid. Because of the patriarchal
nature of many Asian sociefies, 8 man is usually classified as
head ot househald. Perhaps for this reasc”, data on headship
are less hkely 10 bé disaggregated by sex than are data for other

variables. Available evidence for countries outside f&; indian sub-
continent shows_that the national percentage of women-headed
householdg varies between 11 afd 24 percent.

Fertility and Mortality

Womei in East Asia bear, on the average, fewer than three
children each, a level significantly lower than that recorded in
either Middle South Asia or Eastern South Asia. Median total
ferclity rates (TFR's) for the latter two regions during the
mid-1970's were 6.4 and 5.0 children per wornan, respectively,
though more recent indicators suggest that thesa TFR's have
fallen during the past decada. Nevertheless, social norms which
promote childbearing and favor male versus female offspring
continue to exert an upwatd pressure on fertility in many nations,
particularly those of and around the Indian subcontinent.

When age at mggriage pnd gontraceptive use are low, a larger
proportion of tota ility is found among younger woman, and
the length of time it takes for a generation to replace itself is
shorter. Patterns of childbearing vary considerably across coun-
gries, with East Asian women tending to compress their fertility
into shorter time intervals than observed in the other regions.
As is generally the case in developing nations, urban agesspecific
fertility rates are lowet than rural rates, especially at younger
ages. '

Contrary to the relationship in most countries of the world,
life expectancy at birth for women is 2 to 3 years lower than
that for men in much of Middle South Asia, possibly because
of differential health care, nutrition, and sociopsychological
attention given to male versus female children. Madian female
life expectancy in Middle South Asia, based on data for varying
points in time, is only 50 years, and infant mortality rates are
in excess of 100 per 1,000 live births gxcept in Sri Lanka.
Elsewhere, median female life expectancies at birth stand a1 63
years in Eastern South Asia and more than 70 years in East Asia.
Outside of Indonesia, intant mortality rates are in double digits
and run as low as 24 per 1,000 in Taiwan and 11 per 1,000
in Hong Kong.

s
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Pepulation
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The Asian and Pacific countries in this handbook are estimated
to contain 51 percent of the world’s population in 1984 (U.S.
Bureau of the Census, 1983). Mainland China, with over 1 billion
people, constitutes 22 percent of the global total, while India
now has nearly three quan.rs of a billion persons. Of the Asian
populations included in this 1 port, Mainland China has the
largest while Hong Kong has the smallest (table 2.1). The 18
Pacific nations for which data have been included range in size
from over 3.3 million for Papua New Guunea to only 4,000 for
Niue.

ASIA

As ingiicated in table 2.2, population growth rates for 1980-85
are estimated to be lowest in East Asia, with annual rates be-
tween 1.1 percent in Mainland China and 1.8 percentin Taiwan.
Southeast Asian countries have medium-ievel growth rates, and
most have exparienced considerable fertility decline during the

1970's. Two countries in Middle South Asia, Pakistan and -

Bangladesh. continue to have very high growth rates, around

. 3 percent per year, while Sri Lanka has now reached a lower

level of 1.8 percent per year.

Age Distribution and Sex Ratio

The current age distribution of any male and female popuia-
tion 1s affected by past patterns of fertility and mortality, and
the vanation in age patterns among the countries in this report
clearly reflects this. Two distinct age patterns are typical of Asian
countnes, one represented by FHong Kong and the other by
Bangladesh. Hong Kong, which 1s much farther along than other
countr.es in 1ts demographic transition towards lower fertility,
has only 8 percent of its females (as well as maies} under 5 years
of age (-ee tables 2.3 and 2.4). Four other populations which
have relatively fewer children of preschool age are those of
&“~inland China, Taiwan, South Korea, and S+ Lanka. In all cases,

ERIC
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however, the proportion of male and female children is about
the same. The countries of Middle South Asia (except Sri Lanka)
and Southeast Asia generally have much higher proportions of
preschool-age girls and boys — about twice as high as Hong Kong.
Recent evidence (see, for example, United Nations, 1983) from
almost all Southeast Asian countries indicates that they have
experienced significant fertility declines during the 1970's, and
more recent data on the age compositions of these countrigs
would certainly show a smaller proportion of preschool-age
children in their populations than displayed in the data tables.
Fertility in Middle South Asian countries (except Sri Lanka) con-
tinues to be high, which results in a large proportion of children
in preschool and school ages. This can be seen graphically in
figure 2.4. ol
Another distinctive feature, particularly in Hong Kong, is the
Stelatively iarger proportion of older persons, especially women.
As other countries move further along in their demographic tran-
sition, patterns similar to that in Hong Kong are likely to emerge.
A growing proportion of women in East and Southeast Asia wili
be concentrated among the elderly, because of both declining
fertility and increasing life expectancy. Of course, this represents
a long-term change; a significant impact on age distributions wiil
not be felt in the near future.

A comparison of the female and male age distributions sug-
gests that the proportions ir each age group are generally similar.
Smail differences should not be overemphasized becsuse of cer-
tain well-known age-reporting biases in several of the Asian
countries. '

The sex ratios of the populations, shown in tabie 2.5, indicate
that the countries of the indian subcontinent (India, Pakistan,
and Bangladesh), as well as Hong Kong, Mainiand China, and
Taiwan, have significantly mora males per 100 females than do
countries of Southeast Asia. Two reasons for this high sex ratio
in Middle South Asia can be seen. First, mortality of females is
higher than that of males. Second, there is a tendency towards
underreporting of girls and women in censuses and surveys. The

14 \ | ,
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high sex ratios for ages 15 to 84 years in Hong Kong and Taiwan
are probably a resuit of higher maie migra...n into these istand
nations. In fact, tour Southgast Asian countries — Burma
indonesia, the Philippines, and Thailand - have somewhat fewer
men than women, which is indicative of accurate reporting of
women, greater female longevity, and perhaps male selective
emigration. Mainland China’s sex ratio is influenced by the higher
female than male mortality which existed in certain age groups
prior to 1950. As seen in table 2.5, sex ratios for Chinese school-
age children are slightly lower than those for age groups 15 to
49 years and 15 to 64 yesrs.

Because of relatively large proportions of chidren under 5
.years of age, both Bangladesh and Pakistan have relatively fewer
womaen in the reproductive ages 15 to 49 years (41 and 44 per-
cent, respectively) while Hong Kong, South Korea, Mainland
China, and Taiwan have larger proportions of women in these
ages (50 percent or more in each case: see figure 2.4). Desp'te
such concentrations of women in reprcductive ages, however,
these East Asian populations have experienced lower fertility and
growth rates due to both delayed age at marriage and controlled
fertility within marriage, as discussed later in more detail.

Rural/Urban Residence

In many countries, residence in urban areas portends greater
access to educational and heaith facilities and the possibility of
obtaining nonagricultural wage employment. These are major
factors which prompt rural-to-urban migration. Although many
Asian countries are characterized by large cities that are growing
rapidly, the overall level and tempo of urbanization are moderate
relative to other developing regions of the world. A comparison
of the proportion of women and men residing in urban areas ax
different census dates (table 2.6 and figure 2.5) shows modest
increases, with generatly minor differences between the sexes.
in more than hatf the countries, the female/male ratio of percent
urban increased over time.

Perhaps of greater interest are urban and rural sex ratios,
depicted in figure 2.6 and by age in table 2.5 and figure 2.7,
which revea! some regional variations. The indian subcontinent
has had a traditional pattern of male migration in which wives
remain in the villages while husbands go to the towns or cities
to earn a living. This is reflected by the high urban sex ratios
for ages 15 to 64 years. The pattern is especially pronounced
in Middle South Asia’s largest cities. With few exceptions, the
major urban centers have higher sex ratios than do the respec-
tive urban populations as a whole, running as high as 177 in Chit-
tagong and 143 in Caicutta, for all ages (UNESCAP, 1984). The
process of precdominantly male rural-to-urban migration is likely

10 have continued through the late 1870’s and garly 1980's in-

conjunction with large numbers of South Asian men migrating
to the Middle East as temporary laborers.

Unlike the situation in Middle South Asia, there are greater
concentrations of females than males in many urban areas of
E£ast and Southeast Asia, most notably in the Philippines. While
boys outnumber girls under the age of 14 in urban areas of all
countnes in these regions, women usually form the majority over
age 15. Femals urban migration has been found to be particularly

e

high among young women age 15 to 19 years in countries of
Southeast Asia¢ many of whom migrate to take up employment
(Smith, Khoo, and Fawcett, 1983).

PACIFIC ISLANDS

The Pacific island nations included in thic report are divided
into three broad cultural areas, namely, Polynesia, Melanesia,
and Micronesia, to facilitate an understanding of the situation
of women among these island groups. Of the three regions,
Meianesia is the most isolated and has the lowest level of urban-
ization, except for New Caledonia and Fiji. Parts of this region
were relatively unaffected by the historical colonization of the
Pacific. In Papua New Guinea, for example, the network of roads
is still relatively undavelobed, and some areas do not have
schools. Some of the Polynesian and Micronesian islands are,
on the other hand, fairly developed. American Samoa, French
Polynesia, and Guam all had a per capita gross national product
(GNP) of over U.S. $5,000 in 1279. Among tlie Melanesian
islands, New Caledonia was an exception, with an annual per
capita GNP of U.S. $7,500 (Banister, 1982).

in terms of population size, Papua New Guinea comprises
about half of the total of the Pacific region, with over 3.3 million
people in 1984. Othar islands such as Niue, Nauru, and Tuvalu
have fewer than 10,000 people each. Fiji is the second largest
nation, with 686,000 persons. Based on the most recent data,
Nauru has the highest sex ratio (119 males per 100 females)
of all Pacific island ndtions, and Tuvalu the lowest (88). The latter
rasuits from high male emigration, particularly from Tuvalu’s rural
areas, while the former is related to labor migration to the island’'s
phosphate mines. in 1970, Guam had an exceptionally high sex
ratio of 126 men per 100 women primarily because of the
presence of nonnative military personnel, most of whom were
men. By 1980, Guam's male/female ratio had declined to 108.
All countries except Tuvaiu and Kiribati have more males than
females in their populations. The generally high regional sex ratio
is similar to the pattern found in many of the Asian countries.

Age Distribution of Males and Females

A large proportion of children in the preschool ages 0 to 4 years
generally indicates the presence of high tertility, as discussed
above for Asia. Pacific nations which have relatively large
proportions — 17 percent or more —of fematle chiidren under age
5 were Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, and
fFrench Polynesia (table 2.7). The same countries have a high
proportion of maie children under 5 years of age (table 2.8).

At the other end of the spectrum, saveral countries are seen
to have large proportions of older women. Almost 8 percent of
Niue's women are age 65 years and over, similar to the level
in Hong Kong. The corresponding proportion of man in thase fwo
countries is about 5 percent. Nine other countrigs have greater
propertions of women than men in older ages, most likely
because of higher femate life expectancy and higher male emigra-
tion rates. In some cases, resuitant sex ratios at oider gges can
be surprising; among persons over age 65, there are only 57 men
per 100 women in Tuvalu and 67 men per 100 women in Niue
(table 2.9). However, female predominance at older ages is NOt
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found throughout ail Pacific islands. Countries such as Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu, and Nauru have significantly fewar older
women than men. The fema! y/male ratio at all other ages does
no* show any consistent pattern across countries, and is likely
to be rew. *ed to factors such as selective migration and differen-
tial mortality.

Rural/Urban Residence

The proportion of persons living in urban areas varies widely,
from 100 percent in Nauru and 91 percent in Guam to oril\™®
percent in Solomon Islands and no sban population at all in
Wallis and Futuna (table 2.10). New Caledonia and French
Polynesia havs close to three-fifths, while both Amaerican Samoa
and the Pacific Islands have more than two-fifths of their popula-
tion in urban areas. Three of the Melanesian nations, namaly
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, and Vanuatu, are all quite
undeveloped in terms of urbanization, with lgss than 15 percent
of their population in urban areas. The process of urbanization

in a developing country usually implies increasing industrializa-
tion and development of s more diversified eccnomy, which are
likely to affect the lives and occupational opportunities of both
women and men. Such a process seams to be at a rather
rudimentary leval in these three Meianesian nations.

With regaed to the gender di;ference in the proportion of per-
sons living in urban areas, percentages are not markedly different
in most of the island countries (table 2.10). Five countries have
slightly higher concentretions of women than men, while four
countries —Cook Islands, Papua New Guinea, Solomon !slands,
and Tuvalu—have significantly lower proportions in urban arees.
Although women form 8 majority of Tuvalu’'s tots! population,
the urban female/male ratio of 0.77 implies that the country is
experiencing hﬁ\ry male migration from rural to urban areas,
resulting in a concentration of females in the rural sector (the
female/male ratio in rural areas, not shown in table 2.10, is 1.28).
One obvious implication of such rural-to-urban male migration
is the likelihood of greater female participation in agricultural pur-
suits and other rural income-generating activities.
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Figure 2.1. Asia: Estimated and Projected Population Size and
Components of Change, 1960 to 2025
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Source United Nations, 1982, pp. 252311
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Figure 2.2. Population Distribution of Asian Countries: 1984

8 percent in 11 countries not
included in the analysis
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Note. This chart does not include countries of the Near East, which are the subject
of a separate handbook.

Source; U.8. Bureau of the Census, 1883 .
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Figure 2.3. Estimated and Projected Population of Asian COuntnes
1960, 1970, and 1985
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Figure 2.4. Percent of All Women in Selected Age Groups
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Figure 2.5. Percent of Women Living in Urban Areas:
Latest Two Censuses
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Figure 2.6. Sex Ratio by Rural/Urban Resiaence y ,
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Figure 2.7. Sex Ratio of Population in Two Age Groups, by
Rural/Urban Residence
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~
Table 2.1. Total Population, by Sex, and Sex Ratic /

(Population in thousands. Fi§ures may not add to totals du’ to rounding)

Region and country Year Total Femali Male Sex ratjo!
MIDDLE 5S0UTH ASIA f *
Banyladesh....oceececncnss ‘. 1981. 87,052 41,202 44,3850 106.3
INdid.eeeessesencesscnnsee 1981 665,287 321,397 343,930 107.0
Nepd].-”.-.... foseoropsnsneann 1981 15.020 \7,421 7.599 '10:-4
PaKIStaN. cereerareranannes 1981 83,782 39,869 43,917 110.2
Sri Lankds.seecsssscsessons 1981 14,848 7,280 ?\368 194.0
EAST ASIA h : |
China . ‘ .
Mainland,.....ceo000ncee 1982 1,0u8,175 488,742 519,433 106.3 -
Taiwan,.eeeeeecessnnsses 1980 17,969 8,595 9,374 109.1
HONY KONY.orvsrooooncnconse 1981 4,987 2,382 2,604 109.3
South Korea,....oeeeceeeeee 1980 37,407 18,658 18,749 . 130.5

EASTERN SUUTH ASIA

BUMMA . eeeeeeevosconnasnces 1973 28,886 .7 14,526 14,360 98.9
Indonesids...erecececscnes 1980 146,776 73,825 72 952 98.8
MaldySideeeenseeoosnsaanss 198U 13,436 6,688 6,748 ¢ 100.9
PhilippineS.ceeceeecsonncs 1930 43,0938 23,969 24,129 100.7
Tndilandv.........3....... 1980 44,278 22,270 22,008 98.8
. - ¢ )
POLYNESIA . ~
Americdan Samod,..eeceseees 1980 32 . 1o 16 L 103.0
Cook 1s1andS.eeseencocanes 1981 18 e 9 9 ~N 106.9
French Polynesid..ceeins.. 1977 . 137 . 65 72 110.7
NiUC.esveovreveoosunnsanes 1979 = . 4 ‘ 2 2 - 103.9
TONGaeeeensrorosnnacesneen 1976 40 44 46 104.5%
Tuvalteeeosoncvsnsnonances 1979 7 ) 4 3 87.2
Wallis dand tutund.e.eeeeees 1976 . 9 ) ' b 100.1
Western Samdd..eeceercoocne 1976 152 13 79 107-.2
MELANLSTA ’
FlJleeesescsocscarocnnenns 1976 HEY 291 297 1yZ2.0 0
New £aledonide.eeecenseses 1976 133 64 69 10%3.4
Papua New GuTNed,.cceeese. 1971 2,490 1,196 1,294 108.2
Solomon I51andsS..veeeesens 1976 197 44 103 109.4
VANUAL U, sseesoeonnossseesns 1979 111 . he 59 113,27
b
T
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16 Pogulation Distnbution and Change ‘ ‘Weﬂw of the World
Table 2.1. Total Population, by Sex, and Sex Ratio — Continuad P
(Population in thousands. Figures may not add to totals due to rounding) ' j)
v ‘ 12 ranh
Region and country ' Year Total Female Male Sex ratiol
o .
MICRONESIA S
GUﬂ‘“.llllll.l.ll.ll.ll..."' 1980 106 51 55 109.2 -
Kiribatd.eoesooseoccoceonss 1978 56 28 28 97.3
Naur'.l...-..'..-.-.-.-.-...-- 1977 7 3 4 118.7
Northern Mariana | ' , .
ls‘dnds..00'.'."0.'..." 1980 . 17 8 9 110.7
Trust Territory of the .
Pacific 1s1andS.eecenecee 1980 116 57 60 . 105.1

Note: Data for Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, Taiwan, South Korea, Burma, Indonesia, Malaysia, the
Philippines, and Thailand represent adjusted census results. Data for other nations are unadjusted.

>

INumber of men per 100 womén,
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»

“
Tabie 2.2. Total Population of Selected Cmmtrlos of Asia: 1960 to 1985 ) .
(Midyear population in thousands) ' )
,/// ' ) ' . ) Annual
C ' rate of
' - growth,
. Region and country | ' ] S - 1980 to
- 1985
1960 1965 1970 . . 1975 1980 1985 (percent) -
MIDDLE SOUTH ASTA | .
Bangladesh........c..... 54,622 . 60,332 67,403 76,195 88,052 102,735 3.1
Indidceceossrcrcesearess 445,875 494,882 553 619 617 164 685,119 762,507 2.1
Nepal.iveeoeeencnncnncns 10,035 10,862 11,919 13,262 14,992 16,996 2.5
Pakistan...coeecencrnces 50,387 57,495 65,706 73,843 ° 85,743 99,841 3-.0 {
Sri Lanka..seoeseosssess 9,879 11,202 12,532 13,632 14,842 16,206 - . 1.8 -
© EAST ASIA ' - ' - '
China . e : s
Mainland...oeeeesssses 650,661 715,546 820,403 917,859 983,379 1,038,427 _ 1.1
Taiwan .eeecsccocecsss 11,209 12,978 14,598 16,122 17,800 . 19,511 18
Hong KONg,..eoevensscnnss 3,075 3,598 - 3,959 . 4,396 5,038 5,477 1.7
South Korea.eseosasscoss 25,142 29,130 32,976 36,669 39,565 42,643 1.5
EASTERN south 3§1A .~ A
Burma....... seescessscas . 21,726 ¢ 24,167 27,078 30,482 34,433 38,890 ¢ 24 ‘-
Indonesiaceceescsocscses 100,655 112,269 122,671 136,578 151,168 167,833 2.5
MalaySi@eeoeevsevocennss 8,428 9,648 10,910 12,388 14,0010 -+ 15,664 2.2
PhilippineS.eeecencoesae 27,898 52 415 37,542 43,103 49,253 55,819 2.5
Trhailand....... sevesccns 27,513 32,062 37,091 42,422 47,669 - 52,700 2.0

e

Note: “Sliyht discrepancies between the population totals shown in this table and those in table
2.1 are due to the different dates during the year to which the data refer.giigures in table 2.1-
refer to the respective census dates for each country, while those in table 2.2 all refer-to July 1.

L
-

-
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Table 2.3. Percént of Female Population in Selscted Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,

for Asian Couptries
(Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlappinyg categories)

b ' _ Repro-
. Preschool School age ductive Working Elderly
Residence, region, age - age age -

and country
0tod 5to9 10tol4 15te19 15to 48 15tn64 65 years

. Year years years years years years years and over
Tot§l country
"MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Banyladesh..... cecsees 1974 17.6 19.0 12.2 8.0 41.2 48,3 2.9
Indid.ceeecconss eSeee 1971 14.9 15.1 12.2 8.4 46.0 54 .4 3.4
Nepa].cccco ..... aee 0o 1971 14.7 14.9 10.4 8 7 48.5 56.8 3.2
Pakistan..ccecececses 1972 16.1 16.6 "11.9 8.3 43.8 51.6 3.8
Sri Lankdeeeesee secne 1981 12.5 | 11.4 11.4 10.9 52.1 60.6 4,2
EAST ASIA ' ’
China
Mainland..cececccee 3 1982 9.4 11.0 13.1 12.6 50.9 61.0 5.6
TaiWaNeeeeeoasosnoe 1975 11.2 12.7 13.1 12.3 51.6 59.4 3.5
" HOﬂg Kﬂng aaaaaaa eeecee 1981 7.8 .802 8.9 11-4 53.8 66.9 8.2
. South KOred..ceeevees 1975 11.8 12.5 17.6 11.7 49.9 58.7 4.3
EASTERN SOQUTH ASIA
BUMMA.eeooens teccesss 1973 160 13.7 11.9 10.3 45.8 54.5 3.9
Indonesid.eesvecccces 1971 15.8 15.4 11.4 9.6 47.7 54.9 2.5
MalaySid.ceeoreesccne 1970 ° T 1h.T L§.4 13.3 11.1 45.1 52 .6 3.0
PhilippineSeseeeceeas 1975 15.2 14.8 13.4 12.0 47.0 53.7 2.9
Thailandeeeeoss cesens 1970 16.2 15.1 13.1 10.9 45.1 52.2 3.4
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Table 2.3. Percent of Female Population in Selected Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,

for Asian Countries —Continued
(Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlapping categories)

Repro- ,
Preschool School age dustive Working Elderly
Residence, region, age age age

and country
0tod 5to9 10tol4 15t019 15t049 15to64 65 years

Year years years years years yoars years andover

Rural o -
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Banyladesh.ceecoasses 1974 17.7 19.1 12.0 7.8 41.1 48.3 3.0
Indiaceeceseoensss .o 1971 15.2 15.2 12.1 8.1 45.3 54.0 3.5
Nepal..evevenn.ne o 1971 14.7 14.9 10.3 8.7 48.5 . 56.8 3.2
Pakistan..cceceserose 1972 16.3 16.7 11.5 7.8 43.1 51.3 4.2
Sri Lanka..... cavons 1981 13.0 11.7 11.4 10.7 1.6 59.9 4.0
EAST ASIA '
HONg KONQg.eeeosesess 1981 9.2 9.2 11.0 13.0 48.2 61.0 9.5
South KOreaesseeoos oo 1975 11.8 13.9 14.3 9.8 43.9 54 .4 5.6

' >
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA )
Burma...ceeecececses 1973 16 .0 14.2 11.9 10.2 45.4 54.0 3.9
Indonesia...oecses oo 1971 . 15.9 15.7 11.2 9.1 47.2 54.6 2.6
MalaySideeeeeccesess 1370 16 .6 16.1 13.4 10.6 43.6 51.1 2.8
Philippines..eceevse 1975 16.1 15.7 13.9 11.3 44.7 51.4 2.8
Thailand.eeereoescss 1970 16 .8 15.4 13.0 10.6 44 .2 51.2 3.4

&
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Table 2.3. Percent of Female Population in Selected Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,
- for Asian Countries —Continued

(Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlappiny categories)

Repro-
Preschool School age ductive Working Elderly
Residence, region, age age age

and country :
0tod 5to9 10tol4 15tol19 15to49 15to64 65 years

Year - years years years years years years andover

Urban A
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh..eee.en. 1974 16.3 17.5 14.8 10.2 43.5 49.1 2.3
1Nd§800eecnnens Ve 1971 13.7 14.3 12.8 9.9 48.8 56.3 3.0
NEPATeoeuennonasens 1971 13.8 14.2 11.3 10.0 49.7 57.6 3.2
Pakistan...... ceen 1972 15.5 16.1 13.0 9.8 45.9 °  52.6 2.8
Sr LanKaesoeooenses 1981 10.4 10.4 11.3 11.5 54.1 63.1 4.7
EAST ASIA
Hong KONY.eoeoooons 1981 7.7 8.2 8.8 11.3 54.2 67.3 8.0
SOUth KOr€Aeeoassss 1975 11.9 11.0 10.9 13.8 56.2 63.2 3.0
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

 BUMM3. eaeennen cenes 1973 15.9 12.1 12.1 10.6 47.3 55.9 4.0
INAONESTaneeennnnns 1971 15.3 13.9 12.2 11.8 49.9 56.2 2.4
MalaySide.eennoeens 1970 13.1 13.7 13.1 12.5 49.0 56.7 3.3
Philippines.e.eesss 1975 13.2 12.9 12.4 13.5 51.8 58.5 2.9
Thailand....... e 1970 12.2 12.9 13.1 12.9 51.2 58.3 3.5
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Table 2.4. Percent of Male Population in Selected Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries -

(Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlapping cateygories)

Preschool School age Working Elderly
Residence, reygion, age age
and country
§ O0to! 5t09 10 to 14 15to 19 15to64 65 years
Year FLLIR years years years years and over
Total country
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh..... cecsces 1974 16.2 17 .8 13.5 8.5 48 .8 3.7
Indfa..coveccccccanee . 1971 14.2 14.9 12.8 8.9 54 .8 3.3
Nepal..oecoceccccccoase 1971 13.6 15.2 12 .1 9.4 56.1 3.0
Pakistan....... cessess 1972 14.2 15.9 13.1 8.7 52 .4 4.4
Sri Lanka.ceeooeeo covse 1981 12.5 11.3 11.4 10.8 60.2 4.5
EAST ASIA
) China
Mainland.cecececenes 1982 9.5 11.1 13.2 12 .4 62.0 4.2
Taiwan.ceeceeceocsess 1975 11.1 12.5 12.8 12.0 60.9 2.7
HONG KONY.oeooooonoone 1981 7.8 8.2 8.7 11.2 70.2 5.1
South KOr€d.escecooens 197% 12.6 13.2 13.5 12.2 58.2 2.6
__ EASTERN SOUTH ASIA . -
BUMM3..ssseococcecceces 1973 16.3 14.0 12.2 10.2 53.9 3.6
Indonesiad.eecececccces 1971 16 .5 16 .3 12.6 9.6 52.1 2.5
Malaysia..cecee cessces 1970 16.1 15.9 13.5 10.7 51.4 3.2
Philippinesceeeeees voo 1975 15.6 15.3 13.6 11.5 52.5 2.8
Thailand...... teseeres 1970 16.7 15.7 13.5 10.7 51.4 2.7
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Table 2.4. Percent of Male Population in Selected Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,

for Asian Countries --Continued
(Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlapping categories)

Preschoo! School age Working Elderly
Residence, region, age : age
and country
JRAX 5t09 10 to 14 15t019 15to64 65 years
Year years years years years years and over
Rural
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh..ceeeeecee . 1974 16 .6 . 18.2 13.5 8.4 47 .8 3.8
India..... tesssscncnne 1971 14 .6 15.3 13.0 8.5 53.5 3.5
Nepaleeescrecssncacene 1971 13.7 15.3 12.1 9.3 55.9 3.0
Pakistan.ececes tesesese 1972 14.4 16.4 13.2 8.4 51.2 4.9
Sri Lankdesoeces ceesse 1981 13.3 11.8 11.6 10.6 58.8 4.6
EAST ASIA
HONG KONYosoroasosnose 1981 9.0 8.8 10.5 12.6 65.4 6.4
SOuth Korea.ceeseeoss cos 1975 12.3 14.3 15.0 10.8 54.7 3.6
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
- Buma.'OIOOO ...... LI 1973 16.5 14.1 12.2 10.1 53.5 3.7
Indonesiaeee.. tesences 1971 16.6 16.7 12.6 9.1 51.5 2.6
MalaySideessoecesscces 1970 16.9 16.5 13.6 10.1 49.7 3.3
Philippines.cceeeas 1975 16.2 15.9 13.9 11.4 51.1 2.9 -
-~ Thailand..ceeeens toees 1970 17.3 16.0 13.5 10.4 50.4 2.7
a
/
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Table 2.4. Percent of Male Population in Selected Age Groups, by Rurai/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries —Continued

(Percentayes do not add to 100.0 because of overlapping categories)

Preschool School age Working Elderly
Residence, region, fge ) , age
and country
0tod 5to9 10to14 15to19 15 to64 65 years
Vear years years years years years  and over
‘ Urban
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh.ececeeseses 1974 12.7 13.8 12 .6 9.8 58.5 2.4
India..... cecesscas ceo 1971 12.3 13.1 12.2 10.2 59.9 2.6
Nepaleceeoesse cececens 1971 11.8 12.7 1.1 11.1 61.9 2.6
Pakistan...eeeeees cece 1972 13.6 14.6 13. 9.5 55.6 3.2
SrQ Lankal....l.ll.llll 1981 9.9 9 8 10.8 11.4 65.3 4.1
EAST ASIA
HONG KONGo s ererrnnnns 1981 7.7 8.1 8.6 11.1 70.6 5.0
South KOredseeeeeeeese 1975 12.8 12.0 11.8 13.7 61.9 1.5
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
BUrMAeececoccerosanans 1973 16 .0 13.7 12.1 10.6 55.2 3.0
Indonesiaceeerecoesess 1971 15.9 14.4 12.5 11.6 55.3 1.9
MalaySi@ecesrcecsncese 1970 13.5 14.1 13.4 12.4 56.1 2.9
PhilippineSe.eeesesees 1975 14.4 14.0 12.8 11.8 56.1 2.8
Thailandeeeeesoosess .o 1970 13.0 13.5 13.5 12.5 57 .4 2.5
4
F 4
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Table 2.5. Sex Ratio of Population in Selactad Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries -

Repro-
Preschool School age ductive Working Elderly
Pesidence, reygion, age age age
and country :
0tod 5to9 10tol4 15tol19 15to49 15tob4 65 years
Year years years years years years years andover
Total country
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh.eeovessee 1974 99.3 101.2 118.9 114.1 106 .5 108.8 137.1 |
INdiAceesvccccerencs 1971 102.2 106.1 113.0 113.4 107.2 - 108.4 105.1
NEpal.seovoss cesescs 1971 93.7 103.3 118.3 109.5 100.2 100.1 94.9
Pakistan.cceeeesssse 1972 100.8 110.4 127.0 120.1 113.8 116.6 133.0
Sri Lanka.eesesccess 1981 104.5 103.2 104.5 102.9 102.0 103.4 111.1
EAST ASIA
China
Mainland...cceeves 1982 107.1 106.2 106.1 103.5 107 .3 107.3 79.8
Taiwan.eeecoceeseses 1975 106.3 105.4 105.2 104 .4 106.5 110.4 83.6
Hong Kongeeseose vevne 1981 109.3 108.0 106.7 107.8 116 .5 114.8 68.3
SOuth Koreaeeeeeeees 1975 107 .4 107.0 107.8 105.0 102.1 100.3 61.3
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA
BUIMrMAerosscocssacsses 1973 101.0 101.3 100.8 98 .4 97.9 97.9 89.4
Indonesid.eeceeseece 1971 101.2 103.1 107.7 97 .4 91.9 92.3 94.2
Malaysideeeeoeesosss 1970 104.1 104.3 103.1 97.5 97.7 99,2 107.8
PhilippineSeececcese 1975 105.3 105.5 103.9 98.3 99.2 99,9 101.5
Thailande.eeoecoccons 1970 102.4 102.8 102.5 97.2 97.9 97.6 78.3
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Table 2.5. Sex Ratio of Population in Selected Age Gtoups. by Rurai/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries -Contlnuad

Repro-
Preschool School age ductive Working Elderly
Residence, region, age aye age ‘

and country
0tod 5t09 10told4 15tol9 15tod49 15to64 65years

Year years years years years years years and over
Rural B -
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh...ceeesns 1974 99.1 101.2 119.8 113.0 102.3 104 .8 137.3
Indlac.eccecccncenes 1971 101.7 106.0 113.5 111.6 103.0 104 .5 105.7
Nepal.oeecerasnnnaes 1971 93.5 103.3 118.5 108.6 99.1 99.1 94.9
Pakistane.ececeesaes 1972 99.6 111.0 130.2 121.8 110.2 113.1 132.3
Sri Lankacececccenes 1981 104.7 103.4 104.6 101.2 99.0 100 .8 115.9
EAST ASIA ‘
HONg KOMNQJeeesooocose 1981 108.5 106 .4 106.2 108.7 120.8 119.9 74.5
South Koreaeeesoeaoo 1975 107 .4 106 .2 107 .4 113.3 106.3 103.3 66.7
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
BUMAerereernnnarens 1973 100.6 97.8 100.4 97.1 96.7 97.0 - 92.9
Indonesta.eeccrceses 1971 100.8 103.1 109.1 97.1 90.6 91.2 96 .9
Ma]ays‘a.-. ------ LI 1970 103-9 10402 10208 96-1 96 8 9806 11601
PhilippineSecececees 1975 105.1 105.7 105.7 106.3 103.7 104.2 106.2
Thailandeeeseerocnee 1970 102.2 102.7 102.7 97.6 98.0 97 .7 79.5

~wr
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Table 2.5. Sex Ratio of Population in Selected Age Groups, by Rural/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries —Continued

’ Repro- :
Freschool School age ductive Working Elderly
Res idence, reyion, -age age . age

and, country
’ 0to4 5to9 10told 15tol9 15todd. 15to64 65years

Year years years years years years years and over

Urban
- MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Bangladesh.cecescsce 1974 1015 101.6 110.1 123.4 153.0 154.1 134.2
IndiA.eecececcccncs . 1971 104.2 106 .6 111.4 119.7 124 .1 124.0 102.3
Nepaleceooossccnsene 1971 99.2 104.6 ° 114.5 129.6 127.1 125.3 95.4
Pakistan..... vesese . 1972 104.3 108.6 119.0 -~ 116.2 123.3 126.1 135.7
Srd Lankdescessesses 1981 103.6 102.2 104.5 108.9 112 .9 112.7 - 95.§
EAST.ASIA
Hong KONY.eesseoscee 1981 109.3 108.2 106.7 107.8 116.2 . 114.5 67.7
South Koredeeeeose .e 1976 - 107.5 108.2 108.4 98.8 98.6 97.% 50.7

EASTERN SQUTH ASIA
BUMrMAeacosscosansnes 1973 102.3 114.6 102.G 102.3 101.7 100.7 78.1

[NA0NESIAussnnnnns .. 1971 103.4 103.1 101.5 98.4 97.9 97.8 80.2
Malaysiae.eeceoses .. 1970 105.1 104.5 103.7 100.9 99.9 100.6 88.5
Phi13ppineS.seeeeess 1975 106 .0 104.9  99.7 84.5 '92.4 93.0 92.2
TRA11aNdessennnonens 1970 104.3 103.5 101.3 95.0 97.3 96.9 70.3

Note: Sex ratios in this table refer to the number of men per 100 women.
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Tabie 2.6. Percent of Population Residing in Urban Areas, by Sex, and Female/Male Ratio
of Percent Urban: Latest Two Censuses, for Asian Countries

Earlier Census Later Census
F/M <F/M
Region and country ratio ratio
: Both (male=  Both (males=
Years sexes Women Men 1.00) sexes  Women Men 1.00)
- MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Baﬂg]adeSh....---... 1961/74 5-2 4-5 5-9 007b 8.8 7l9 9-5 0.83 ¢
India...ceeecrcensas 1971/81 19.9 19.1 20.7 0.92 23.7 23.0 24.4 0.94
Nepaleceeessorcccons 1961/71 3.6 3.3 3.8 0.87 4.0 3.7 4,3 0.86
PakistaN..eeecroanes 1961/72 24.4 23.3 25.3 0.92 26.5 26.0 27.0 0.96
SPri LaNkdseceorosoee 1971/81 22.4 21.7 23.2 0.94 21.5 21.0 22.0 0.95
EAST ASIA
China
Mainland....oeevss 1964/82  18.3  (NA)  (NA) (NA)  20.6  (NA) (NA) (NA)
HONY KONYeeooooooss . 1971/81 89.9 89.8 90.0 1.00 92,7 92.8 92.6 . 1.00
SOUth KOr€d.eeeeoeesss 1970/75 41.1 41.2 41.1 1.00 48,4 48,7 48.0 1.01
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA ?
Burma..eceeee cesnans 1973 24.1 23.7 24.5 0.97 (NA) (NA) {NR) (NA)
Indonesidceecesoenee 1961/71 14.9 14.7 15.1 0.97 17.3 17,1 17.5 0.98
MalaySid.eeceersesses 19577170 26.5 26.1 27.0 0.97 26.9 26. 27.0 1.00
Philippines...ecees. 1970/75 32.0 32.9 31.1 1.06 31.6 32. 30.8 1.06
Thai]and.-.--.--.-.- 1960/7U 1?.5 12.3 12!7 0'97 13.2 13.3 1302 1001
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Table 2.7. Percent of Female Population in Selected Age Groups, for Pacific islands

(Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlapping categories)

' ' Repro-
Preschool School age ductive Working Elderly
age ayge age

Region and country

Otod 5to9 10told 15tol9 15t0d9 15 to64 o65years

[ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ] [ ]
NP NDPO

Year years years years years years - years andover
POLYNESIA
American SaM0d..cceessss 1980 14.5 13.0 12.2 12.4 49.5 57.3 3
Cook 151andS.eseeesesss 1981 12.7 14.6 15.7 13.1 44 .4 52.6 4
French Polynesia....... 1977 14.7 14.9 13.8 10.7 46.7 53,7 2.
NiUR. eeuonss tesseesesss 1976 12.5 14.9 16.1 11.3 41.1 48 .6 7
Tongalll....‘ll.l..ll.. 1976 13-5 15-7 Lal3 11-5 45-7 53-‘) 3
TUVAll.eeeennnoes veeesss 1979 7.7 8.3 11.5 13. 55.1 66 .4 6
s Wallis and Futuna...... 1976 16 .0 16.2 12.7 10.7 43.1 51.9 3
Western Sam0deeeesesss . 1976 15 .9 16.2 15.6 12.5 42 .3 49.? 3
MELANESIA
Fijienerennnnessenennss 1976 13.7 13.1 14.1 12.5 50.1 56.7 2.3
New Caledonia.eeeeeess. 1976 14.2 13.2 12.1 10.2 48 .4 56.3 4.1
Papua New Guinea....... 1971 18.7 15.6 10.3 8.0 47 .6 54 .0 1.3
Solomon 1s1ands........ 1976 20.5 15.6 12.1 9,9 43.2 49,2 2.5
VaNUALUeeossssesssncns . 1979 17.5 15.1 13.0 11.2 46 .6 51.9 2.5
. -
MICRONESIA S
Guamll.l.l..l.ll....... 1980 12l6 12-2 10-9 1').2 53.4 61.2 3-1
Kiribdti-.----.---.---- 1978 13.6 12.2 13-8 11‘9 47.7 56-2 401
Nauru bevennnes veesesees 1977 16 .8 13.9 13.9 13.8 48.2 54 .0 1.4
Northern Mariana
lszandsvl..l.ll.ll... 1g80 14.9 13-9 13-5 1(108 48.2 54.3 3-4
Trust Territory of the

Pacific Islands...... 1980 17.7 15.2 13.0 10.6 §42.9 50.3 3.8

lage distribution based on native Nauruans only.

Sources: South Pacific Commission, 1978, table 4; national census reports.
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Table 2.8. Percent of Male Population in Selected Age Groups, for Pacific Islands

/ (Percentages do not add to 100.0 because of overlapping categorie;)

/
f
Repro-
Preschool School age ductive Working Elderly
age age age

Region and country
Otod 5+t09 10told 15tol9 15t0d49 15to64 65 years

Year years years years years years years andover
- a
POLYNESIA
American Samod..cees... 1980 15.2 13.2 13.8 11.5 47 .5 55.0 2.9
~ Cook Islands....cece... 1981 12.3 14.3 15.9 '14.3 44 .1 53.1 4.4

'French Polynesia....... 1977 13.8 14.2 12.8 10.9 49.2 56.3 2.9
Niuell.ll.l.lllllll.ll. 1976 14.7 17-5 16.5 12.4 39.7 46.0 5.0
Tongal:l..l...llll...l. 1976 1403 16-2 14-9 11-9 43-9 5105 3-1
Tuva]u.lllll..llll..ll. 1979 10.5 11.1 15.1 . 14.2 47.1 Py 59.3 4.0
Wallis and Futuna...... 1976 16.7 17.0 14.6 11.1 38.6 48.5 3.3

~ u/estern Samoall.lll.ll. 1976 16 .5 16.7 15 .5 13. 41.8 48-5 2.7
MELANESIA .

Fijleeeerereenrannanees 1976 14.0 13.4 14.0 12.4 49.1 56.2 2.3
New Caledoniaececesecsse 1976 13.4 12.4 11.9 10.2 50.1 58.9 3.4
Papua New Guinea....... 1971 18.2 16.5 11.0 9.1 45 .4 52.5 1.7
solomon I1slands..ceeess 1976 20.2 15.5 11.9 9.8 41.3 48.3 3.9
vanuatu---------------o 1979 17.0 15.2 13'0 10.7 45-2 51.5 3.3
MICRONESIA
GUAM . eoeosroncosesssse~ 1980 12.0 11.7 10.5 10.6 54.5 63.3 2.5
Kiribati.ll.l.....ll.ll 1978 14-1 13.2 15-2 12.0 46.8 54.4 3-1
Naurul.-o---------.--.a 1977 1607 14-1 lzlg 13l3 48'9 54'1 202
Northern Mariana

151andSececcesnsscess 1380 14 .4 11.8 12.7 9.5 50.9 58.5 2.6
. Trust Territory of the .
pacific Islands...... 1980 i8 .4 15.8 13.5 10.5 §1.7 48.9 3.4

lAge distribution based on native Nauruans only.

Sources: South Pacific Commissfon, 1978, table 4; national census reports.

38




Al

30 Population Distnbution and Change Women of the World

Table 2.9. Sex Ratio of Population in Selected Age Groups, for Pacific Islands
5
Repro- .
Preschool School age ductive Working . Elderly
aye age age

Region and country ’ :
0Otod 5t09 10tol14 15tol9 15t0d49 15to64 65 years

Year years years years years years years and over
POLYNESIA , 1
American Samod...eccecee . 1980 108.1 104 .6 115.9 85.3 98.7 98.8 97.7

Cook 1slandS..eeeeceeees 1981 103.9 104 .6 108.3 116.5 106.1 107.9 106 .0
french Polynesid....... 1977 104.0 105.7 102.6 112.8 116.5 " 116.0 110.1

NiURveceseconsnccsseess 1976 118.4 118.2 103.6 110.1 97.3 95,3 669
TONGAecorocarconcscasss 1976 110.1 {07.7 109.0 107.8 100.4 101.5 95.4
TUVA Ueeersoceonsnnnas . 1979 119.2 117.2 115 .6 91.6 75.0 78.5 57.4

«  Wallis and Futund...... 1976 104.6 105.1 114.9 103.7 89.6 93.5  100.0
Western Samoa..... veees 1976 111.5 110.8 107.1 113.6 106.0 105.8 90.7
MELA7ESIA
Fijileecenesoacenancnns . 1976 104,5 103.8 101.4 101.3 100.2 101.2 99.1
New /Caledonideeeeesees. 1976 102.2 102.1 106 .1 108 .4 112.3 113.2 90.2
Papha New Guinea....... 1971 105.7 114.2 115.8 124.0 103.3 105.1 139.2

Solpmon Islands........ 1976 107.9 108.3 108 .4 108.3 104.6 107.5 168.5
Varuatuseeecosesocccess 1979 109.8 114.2 113.4 109.0 108:7 111.3 - 151.8

MICRONESIA
am................... 1980 103.7 104.6 106.0 113‘.7 111.3 112.8 .88 9

G .
Kiribaticeeceooooe ceeess 1978 100.6 105.2 107 .1 98.2 95.4 94.1 74 .0
Ndurud coeeverrecenneess 1977 '108.0 110.0 100.4 104.7 110.1- 108.6 173.1
Northern Mariana .. *

161aNdS.cevecsccccces . 1980 107.1 93.9 104.2 97.8 117.0 119.2 85 .4
Trust Territory of the . .
| Pacific lslandS.c.... 1980 108.7 109.4 108.1 103.7 102.3 102.4 84.2

Note: Sex ratios in this table refer to the number of men per 100 women.
lage distribution based on native Nauruans only.

Sources: South Pacific Commission, 1978, table 4; national census reports.
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" Table 2. 10 Percent of Population Residing in Urban Areas, by Sex, and FemaIaIMale Ratio
of Percent Urban, for Pacific isiands

- &£ -

-

, - ' , F/M ratio
Region and country Year Total Female Male (male-l.qp)
POLYNESIA )
AMErican SaM0d..sesessessesseeenes 1978 43.2 43.8 42.7 1.03
€00k 151aNdS.eeeeccccacoccsacnccane 1976+ 26.8 24.0 29.4 0.82
_French Polynesid.cececeossccccaces 1971 56 .6 56 .3 56.8 0.99.
Niue.............................. 1979 21.4 21.7 ! 21.1 1.03 "
Tonga..........Q..I............... 1976 26.5 27.0 26.1 1.03
Tuva]u......J..................... 1979 29.8 26.2 33.9 0.77 ‘
Wallis and Futunalie.eieeenannnng 1976 0.0 0.0 0.0 . (NA)
WeStern Samod...eceeeesgoracsccees S 1976 21.1 21.4 20.9 1.02
MELANESIA | -

' Fiji.....Q................;....... '1976 37.1 37.5 35 7 - 1.02,
Nw ca]edonia..................... 1976 42.1 42 2 ’ 42.0 1.00
Papua New Guinea.................. 1971 9.1. 7.1 10.9 ! 0.65
So‘omn Is]ands..,................. ‘1976 9.3 8.0 10 5 0.76

»vanuatu............................ 1979 17'3 17.4 “182 0.96
MICRONESIA - ) |

‘Guam.............................. } 1970 90.9 89.8 91.7 0.98
Kiribati.......................... 197“ 31.9 3l.7 32.1 0.99
Naurul............................ 1977 1000 - i 100.0 100.0 1.00

1The population of Wallis and Futuna is considered to be entirely rural, while that = v

of Nauru is considered to be entirely urban.

" Sources: South Pacific Commission, 1978, table 3; national census reports.
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Education is central to the process of improvement in the
status of women. It not only provides women with higher social
status in the community, but also gives them the opportunity
to engage in higher status occupations. Ecucation, particularly
higher education, provides wamen greater 8cCcess to resources,
be they political, economic, legal, social, or cuftural. There also
are documented links between increased education and lower
fertility. A study of education and fertility in Bangladesh found
that, in addition to the usual inverse relationship between these
variabies, @ wife's education has relatively more effect on fer-
+ility an4 contracaptive use than does her husband’s (UNESCAP,
1881). This finding, which has been observed in other third w . 'd
nations as weil, has crucial implications for countries su a4 °§
Bangladesh, where past attempts to brake population gruwth
have met with rather hmited success.

The analysis in this chapter yields severa! general observations.
‘Fust. a very large proportion of women in Middie South Asia
{over four-fifths) still are illiterate. Tne proporticn of illiterate
won:en in Fast Asia is roughly one-fifth and in Southeast Asia
about cne third. Second, there are larger gaps between literacy
rates of women and men in Middle South Asia than in other
regions; these gaps are wider is rural than in urban areas. Third,
literacy of younger women is significantly highes than that of
oider women. Fourth, enrollment data indicate that the
femuia/male differential in enroliment rates among children age
S to 9 years is quite large in Middle South Asian countries (ex-
ceot Sri Lanka), whife th.ere are negligibie differences in most
countries of the other subregions. Finally, female/male dif-
ferences in enroliment incresse with age in all countries except
Sri Lanka znd the Philippines, and there are substantial gender
differences among those ag2 15 to 19 years.

The measurement of literacy leveis has some inharent prob-
lems. The definition of who is literate varies across countries,
Q@ 1. though the general objective is to ascertain the number of

>

people who can read and write. Some&ensuses specify that in.
order to be classified as literate, the pserson should be able“to
read ‘‘with understanding.”’ In Pakistan, past censuses have
usually asked whether a person can read with understanding in
any language and write a simple tetter. In one of the censuses,
where the ability to read included the ability to recite the Quran
(the holy buok of Muslims), the reported female literacy jumped
substantially. Most women, however, could not understand the
Arabic script of the Quran, and subsequent censuses did notuse

this definition.
Apart from definitional problems, the concept of functional

literacy can be a difficult one. A person may have gone to school
and yet be functionally illiterate bscause the educational cur-
riculum did not fend itself to the current needg of socisty.
Likewise, the mere attasinment of functional literacy is not
necessarily significant in terms of enhanced socioeconomic pro-
spacts. There also may be a tendency toward overreporting of
literacy in censuses and surveys, since education has now
become a valued goai in most societies.

Literacy Rates

An extremely large proportion of women in Middle South Asia
is still illitarate—only 5 percent of Nepalese and 12 percent of
Pakistani women waere reported to have the ability to read and
write. The corresponding figures for men in these countries were
33 percent and 30 percent, respectively (table 3.1). Sri Lanka
represents a striking exception among the Middle South Asian
countries, with 82 psrcent of its women literate. Among East
Asian countries, over four-fifths of the women in South Korea
and Taiwan are literate, with Mainland China registering a female
rate of 55 percent in the 1982 census. Southeast Asia contains
iarger diversity, with 47 percent of the Malaysian and B2 per-
cent of the Filipino women literate. In the regional context,
Filipino society is quite unique in its aimost equal emphasis on
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education for giris snd boys, which can be traced to tne

Q

sociocuiturai traditions of Filipino society (Castilo, 18761,

Percentages of literate women and men according to
rural/urban residence are available for 9 of the 13 countries in-
cluded in table 3.1. The data indicate that a much hight.r propor-
tion of women in each country is literate in urban than in rural
areas. Only 5 percent of rural Pakistani women are literate, com-
pared to 31 percent of their urban counternaris. Even in Sri
Lanka, which has unusually high literacy levels, 91 percent of
the urban but only 80 percent of the rural women are literate.
Similarly, 92 percent of the urban Filipino women but only 77
percent of the rural women are literate. Since the same pattern
holds true for men in all countries, urban residence is clearly
associated with a greater probability of achieving literacy,

* ragardless of gender. While much of this residential discrepancy

can be attributed to differential governmental funding and the
resultant quality of urban versus rural facilities, selactive migra-
tion to urban areas also may exacerbate regional differences.
in other words, regional female/male differences in literacy may
be affected by the extent to which internal migration is
predominantly 8 male phenomenon.

Gender differences in literacy are larger in rural than in urban
areas in almost all Asian countries (figure 3.2). Women in Middle
South Asia again seem to be at 8 greater disadvantage, relative
to men, compared to East and Southeast Asia. In Pakistan, for
example, only one-fifth as many women as men were literate
in rural areas. The Philippines again represents the other extrems,
with negligible male/female differences in rural as well as urban
areas. .

While differences between rural and urban areas and between
women and men are large in many cases, table 3.2 and figure
3.3 show that recent decades have bsen marked by a sharp in-
crease in literacy in most countries. A significantly higher propor-
tion of women age 10 to 24 years are literate than those age
35 years or more, indicating that major strides in female literacy
have been made over the last 25 years. Similar findings have
recently been reported on the basis of data from the Worlid Fer-
tility Survey (Curtin, 1982). Among Southeast Asian countries,
Maluysia, Indonesia, and Thailand have ali made substantial gains
in female literacy. In Malaysia, for example, the rate among
women age 10 to 24 years (69 percent) was more than four
times that among women age 35 years or more (16 percent).
A similar leap can be seen between Mainiand Chinese age
groups. Younger women in Middle South Asia also have made
impressive gains, although they still are at fairly low leveis of
literacy overall.

At the same time, improya-1ents in literacy rates may mask
undesirable trends in absolute numbers bscause of rayid popula-
tion growth. Although the percentage of literate females in India
has risen from under 8 percent at the time of the first national
census (1951) to 25 percent in 1881, there are naarly 100 million
/.nre illiterate women today than in 1851, Even within a me™
recent time frame, the number of female illiterates in 19t
exceeded the number in 1970 (UNESCAP, 1982b).

A comparison of literacy rates among men of various ages
shows that although younger men 8iso have made gains, the
differences are much less striking than in the case ot women.

x rhese findings suggest that the education of men preceded the
EMC g g9 ‘ p
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education of women in Asian societies. In Malaysia, for exam-

~ple, the proportion fiteraté among young men age 10to 24 yéars

was half again as large as among those age 356 years and over
(78 as compared to 53 percent).

School Enroliment Rates

Age at entrance into school varies by law and practice among
countries, but by age 10 years most of the children who are going
to enroll have probably done so. As shown in table 3.3 ard figure
3.5, enroliment rates for girls age 10 to 14 years vary from only
8 percent in Nepal (33 percent for boys) to 96 percent in South
Korea (98 percent for boys), with rates generaily lower for both
sexes in Middle South Asia than in the other two subregions
although enroliment in Sri Lanka for both girls and boys is well
above that in most other countries. The median percent enroli-
ad among Asian countries overall is more than 8 points lower
for girls than boys (66.1 percent and 64.2 percent, respectively).
Gender differences also may be expressed 2s the female/male
ratio of percent enrolled, as presented in able 3.4. These ratios
parallel fairly closely the level of enroliment, with only a fourth
as many girls as boys enroiled in Nepal, where enroliment is
lowest, and very nearly equal proportions enrolied in Sri Lanka,
Hong Kong, and South Korea, where enroliment is highest. The
Philippines is an interesting exception, with overall enroliment
at a moderate level but with a slightly higher percentage of girls
than boys reported as enrolied in school.

After age 10 to 14 years, enroliment declines in a fairly con-
sistent pattern, with successively smaller proportions of both
sexes enrolled with each subsequent age group. Aithough levels
of enroliment continue to be generally higher in East and
Southeast Asia than in Middle South Asia atuge 15 to 19 years,
rates drop more sharply in Thailand and maintain a fairly high
level in Sri Lanka. Gender differences become more apparent at
the older ages in most countries, reflecting higher dropout rates
amorg young women as they reach high school and college ages.
Sri Lanka is an exception again, as enrollment stays near parity
for women and men among 8il the age groups shown.

Additional evidence of sex differentials in dropout rates can
be gleaned from census data on educationa! attainment as com-
piled by UNESCO (1981). Among Bangladeshis 25 years old and
over in 1874, 5 percent of women versus 14 percent of men
had completed at least 1 year of primary education, but had not
completed the final year. This represents a female/male ratio of
0.38. The female/male ratio of those who had completed the
primary level dropped t00.12. For completion of the secondary
level, the ratio stands at only 0.06. Similar though less striking
patterns can be seen in 1970 round census data for india,
Malaysia, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. In the case of Sri Lanka,
however, data for younger age groups are misch more encoulr-
aging; female attainment levels beyond grade 9 actuslly exceed
those of rmales for persons age 15 to 24 years (UNESCAP,
1976).

Tabies 3.3 and 3.5 show that the sams general enraliment
patterns exist in both rural and urban areas as in the country
as 8 whole: enroliment is lowest in Middle South Asia, and both
the level snd the female/male ratio decline with age (with Sri
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Lanka again the exception). Although these patterns are simiiar,

———Nowaver, théré §re significant anierences in thé lavels of énroll-

ment in the two types of residence. Almost without exception,
enroliment is higher in the cities in all age groups. In Middle South
Asia in particular, a very smali proportion of rural giris are enrolled
(figure 3.6), only 7 percent in Nepal and 10 percent in Pakistan.

The foregoing analysis is limited by the relative paucity of data
on other aspects of aducation, such as content, quality, and
parantal aspirations for the education of their daughters. While
large proportions of children of both sexes may be in school,
the content of education can be quite different for each.
Schooling may provide boys with vocational training but impart
only limited training in home economics or the humanities to giris.
In India, less than ane-haif of 1 percent of all women have highsr
aeducation degress or qualifications, and among women enrolled
in higher education in the mid-1970’s, nearly two-thirds were
pursuiny arts courses (Government of India, 1978). As Besaria
has noted for India, the process of formal female education con-
tains institutional sex biases wherein teachers and textbooks
reinforce traditional behavioral patterns: ‘‘education largely re-
mains. for a girl, a8 consumer commodity, the acquisition of which
adds to her eligibility for marriage and improves her prospects
for a better match; it has not as yet emerged as a liberating
force’’ (UNESCAP, 1982b).

Similar parental attitudes towards female education are found
in rural Pakistan. In a recent study, Anwar and Naeem (1980)
found that roughly one-third of rural Punjabi parents said that
it is not necessary to provide any formal education to their
daughters; another one-fourth said that female education has
no advantage. Although the government has a definite policy
aimed at increasing female education, particularly in rral areas,
there is no consensus about what the content of female educa-
tion shouid be. Some educators believe that education which
teaches a woman how to run a good home and bring up t =aithy
children is sufficient. While studies have shown that mothers’
increased education does have beneficial impiications for their
chiidren’s health (World Bank, 1880}, such modest aspirations
aione do not portend a large impact of the welll-intentioned
policy. The Pakistan example clearly suggests that an in-depth
knowledge of & country’s culture. including its definition of
appropriate roles for women, is necessary in order to fully under-
stand the situation of its women and girls.

PACIFIC ISLANDS

Data on literacy levels in the Pacific are not available from the
census of any country except Tonga. in 1976, a large propor-
tion (about 88 percent) of Tongan femailes and males were
literate. either in Tongan alone or in English as well as Tongan
(Kingdom of Tonga, 1876).

Schoo! Enrolment Rates

As shown in table 3.6, among children age 5 to 8 years,
roughly the same percentage of girls as boys are in school ex-
cept 1n Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands, Melanesian
TCMS which have low levels of urbanization and relatively 'fewel

i

educations! facilities. Roughiy two-thirds to more than four-fifths

but the psrcentages in Papua New Guinea and Solomon islands
are only 30 percent (of girls age 6 to 11 years) and 26 percent,
respectively. In Niue, on the other hand, 93 percent of girls and
94 percent of boys age 5 to 9 years are in school.

Except for Niuean boys, percentages of enrollees age 10 to
14 years are consistently higher than those at age 5 to 9 years
for each scx in all countries of the Pacific, but gender differences
among children agse 10 to 14 years were similar to those for the
youngsr age group in most countries.

In all countries, the leve! of school enroliment is much iower
in the next age group, 15 to 19 years. The largest difference
is seen in Tuvalu, where 92 percent of girls age 10 to 14 are
enrolled in school, compared to only 12 psercent at age 15 to
19 years. The lower enrollment rates for both women and men
result from a lack of tertiary educational facilities on this island.
Enroliment at age 15 to 19 years is much lower also in Niue,
Fiji, and Kiribati, while the islands of Western Samoa, American
Samoa, and Tonga have more moderate decreases from the
youngcr age group. The proportion of females in school in the
latter island groups ranges from 59 percent in Wastern Samoa
to 64 percent in Tonga. In Solomon Islands, on the other hand,
only 18 percent of women age 15 to 18 years are in school.

At age 15 to 19 years (the high school and college ages), dif-
ferences between men and women are not consistant among
countries. In Niue, Tonga, and Westein Samoa, higher propor-
tions of women than men age 15 to 19 years are in school. The
most notable female/male ratio (1.34) obtains in Niue. For most
other islands, far fower women than men in these ages are
enrolled.

Some information on adult education may be gleaned from an
analysis of participation in extension education conducted by
the University of the South Pacific Extension Services and shown
in part below. Except for Nauru and Niue, where more women
than men are participating in extension services, differences be-
tween the sexes are generally seen to be large and in favor of
men.

Distribution of Population Participating In Extension Education,
by Sex (In percent)

Country Men Women

Yotal ......... 65 35
Cook islands . . . .. 56 44
Fili oo 68 32
Kiribati . ... ..... 62 38
Nauru . ......... 40 60
Niuve .. ...... . .. 40 60
Soiomon islands . . 84 16
Jonga . ......... 54 46
Tuvalu ......... 61 39
Vanuatu ........ 75 25
Waestern Samoa . . . 51 49

Source: Kite, 1982, p. 4. Age referents are not available.
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Figure 3.1. Percent Literate Among Women and Men
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Figure 3.2. Percent Literate Among Women and Men Age 10 Years
and Over, by Rural/Urban Residence
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Figure 3.3. Percent Literate for Women and Men, by Age

Middle South Asia
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Note: See footnotes to table 3.2 for nonstandard age groups.
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Figure 3.3. Percent Literate for Women and Men,

by Age -~ Continued
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Figure 3.4. Percent Literate for Women, by Age and Rural/Urban
Residence , '
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Figure 3.5. Percent Enrolled in School Among Girls and Boys
Age 10 to 14 Years *
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Figure 3.6. Percent Enrolled in School Among Girls and Boys
Age 10 to 14 Years, by Rural/Urban Residence
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Table 3.1. Percent Literate Among Population Age 10 Years and Over, by Sex and
‘Rural/Urban Residence, and FemalelMale Ratio of Percent Literate,
for Asian Countries

Residence, region, F/M ratio
and country Year Total Female Male (male=1,00)
Total country
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bang‘adesh................... 1974 27.7 16.2 38.0 0.43
clndia....l......'............ 1981 43.5 29.0 57.0 0.51
Nepa‘........D.......D....... 1976 19.2 5.2 33.1 0.16
Pak’stan..................... 1972 21.7 11.6 30.2 0.38
Sri Lanka.................... 1981 86.5 82.4 90.5 0.91
AST ASIA
Cﬁﬁpa
M 1n‘andl...............D.. 1982 68.1 54.7 80.8 0.68
Ta wa"z.................... 1979 89.2 83.5 94.4 0.88
Hong RQ”g...D................ 1971 80.8 69.7 91.6 0.76
South Kwea.................. 1970 89.8 84.3 95.4 0.88
EASTERN SOYTH ASIA
Bumna.......l......l......... 1973 71.9 60.8 83.4 0 73
IndoneSiaooooowooooooo.oo..oo 1976 67.9 58.9 77.4 0 76
Ma‘aysia....D............DD.I 1970 5?.0 46.8 69.1 0 68
PRilippineS.eiececocsosssosss 1970 83.4 82.2 84 .5 0.97
Thdi]dnd......D..........D.D. 1970 81.8 74.8 88.9 0.84

See footnotes at end of table.
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- FTable 3.%. Pet/cem Literate Among Population Age 10 Years and Over, by Sex and
Rural/Urban Residence, and Female/Male Ratio of. Percent Lliterate,

for Asian Countries —Continued

Residence, reyion, F/M ratio
and country Year Total Female Male (male=1.00)
Rural
MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA .
Hdl\tj‘d(:t?Sh.--..-.----------.. 1974 25.5 14-4 35.7 0040
l"d"dl-llllI..-....IIIIIIIII.' 1981 35.8 20.9 50.1 0.42
Paki9tdNecesescscarscsssscscsns 1972 o 14.3 4.7 22.6 0.21
Sri Lankﬂ-..-.--oo.--.-oo--.o 1981 84-5 79-9 89-0 0.90
EAST ASIA
SOULN KOr€Adesessssssssscsssss 1970 85.8 78.5 93.3 0.84
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA
INONES18r e neacneoonsocensans 1976 64.3 54.7 74.3 0.74
MalaySid.esveescecsccnnncnnns 1970 53.9 4?2 .4 65 .4 0.65
PhiYIppineSe.ececescsncsonnss 1970 78.7 17.2 80.7 0.96
Thailand..eesescsosceacsssssss 1970 80.5 73.2 88.0 .83
Urban
MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA
BN T BUESN s e e snenaneernenens 1974 48.7 36.4 57.3 0.64
INdTAs.eerenees 1981 67.2 55.5 77.3 V.72
Paki15ta8MNesererrsoosns caeesanes 1472 41.5 30.9 49.9 0.67
bri l-dnkalII."I..IIIIIIII... 1981 q3l3 ql.() 95.3 n.qs
EAST ASIA
[
SOULN KOTRAeessseccsnsasassns 1970 35.2 az.1 98,3 0.94
- EASTERN SUUTH ASTA ’

L AAONES Tde s enencesncnarnennes 1976 3.5 76,7 40.9 0.84"
MalaySid.eeseecroncsecescaese 1970 68 .0 57 .5 79.2 .74
PRIl ipPineS.eececnssnarencese 1470 9yz.7 g1 .8 93,43 0.98
Thatlanid, ..eecerescsacsccssass 1970 RY,3 24 .4 94 .5 .89

FReters ty age 12 years and over,
JReters to aye b years and over.
o j
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‘Table 3.2. Percent Literate Among Wumen’ and Men in Selected Age Groups, for

Asian Countries
Vomen Men
Re;;'ion and country 10to 24 25t034 35years 10to24 2bto34 35years
Year years years and over ;“} years years andover

MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA _ -
Ba”‘-"a"esy‘ltttll'l‘l'l-lol..l 1974 125.1 "13‘6 7.0 44.(‘ . 37-8 31.3
10318000 eeeenansernonsoennnes 1931 46.1  “34.5 14.4 Les.1 ’62.6  44.6
‘e“"‘.l..'l.lll..l.lo‘.‘.ol.l 197b glb -3lb 1-5 42.9 32-4 23.1 *
PAKiSLdN.e. orsnsovceonssnnns 1972 17\% 10.7 5.8 36.8 33.€ 21.6-
bri Lankd.....ll..‘l.ll..l... 1951 89. 89.0 69.9 90-3 93.8 88.8
EAST 4av]A
cnina 3 .

MATATAN e s sreannennnsenens 1982 83.u 62.0 24.6 395.1 88.8 63.7

TATWAN s eeevnnanneeesannsnns 1979 8.7 94.5 56,2 3995 99.3 87.0
SDUC’] Kt)red.................. 1970 ﬂﬁ.g 94-7 63-7 99-3 9807 88.3
EASTERW SUJTH ASTA ‘
[NJONE3 13, seernnronnonsoness 1976 8l.Y 63.7 30.0 88.6 33.3 61.6
E\1d‘ay‘;1‘a..ltlllCl‘lll.l‘.l..l i 1970 "hgiz 45-7 '1508 7”-3 75-5 * 53.2
PRIl ppPineS.eeeeeeennesnnsassn 1970 91.1 87.5 67.4 89.5 58.8 75,5
TM391dNd . s i qevroeccsescnnoses 1970 92.9 83.2 46.7 95.7 91.9 78.3

";stimar.eﬂ rate; refers to age lu to 14 years,

“Estimited rate; refers to age 1b to 34 years,

‘Reters to aye Y2 to 26 years. |/« ..
Ny Py .
/ ' * "
. !
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S
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— Teble 3.3. Percent of Population Enrolled in School, vasa.Sex.endmeUrbanﬂes‘dm
- for Asian Countries

Female Male’ »

Residence, reyion, b :
and country 5t09 10told4 15t019 20to24 5to9 10tol4 15tol9 20to24
Year years years years years years years years years
e S e—
Total country
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Bangladesh...eeeese. 1974 15.5 25.8 7.1 1.1 '22.0 40.6 29,1 14.3
INGYAueeseeececncees 1981 32.2 37.5_  (NA) (NA) 44.3 62.1 (NA) (NA)
BNepaleeeeesnsnnesass 1971 14,7 8.5 3.9 0.9 '14.3 32.7 22.0 7.5
Pakistan.eeesecossss 1973 11.8 20.5 9.3 3.3 23.3 45.8 - 24.6 8.7
SFY LanKaeeeeeseesse 1981 84.0 81.7 41.8 . 6.9 84.3 g2.r . 39.9 6.5.
EAST ASIA
China : ‘ :
TaiWwaN.eeoseeseees 1980 (NA) (NA)  279.8 39.1 (NA) (NA)  %80.9  311.9
HONG KONGeereaooases 1976 94 .8 86.3 ¢ . 39.2 3.5 95.2 90.6 44.7 5.5
South KOred......... 1980  !8a.1  96.2  54.7 5.7 '84.8  97.5  63.6  12.2
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA '
’
Jndonesideeeecacessce 1976 A51 4 64 ° 17.5 2.8 ~452 .0 72.5 28.3 7.4
MalaySidseeceeseeoss 1970 61.0 (N, (NA) (NA) 7710 (NA) + (NA) (NA)
Philippines.sooe.... 1970 148.3 78.6 39.1 13.5  45.7 77.2 40.2 15.1
Thailande..geeeeesss 1970 1648 47.3 9.9 2.5  l65.8 55.8 15.2 3.7

¢ see footnotes at end of table,
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Table 3.3. Percent of Population Enrolled in School, by Age, Sex, and Rural/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries — Continued

Female Male

Residence, region,
and country htoy 10to14 1vtoly 20to 24 5t09 10told4 15to1y 20to 24
Year years years years years years years years years

Rural

\
“MIDOLE SUUTH ASLA

Banyladesh,....... .. 1974 14.4 23.6 4.8 0.5 21.1 39,2 27.6 13.0
INdideeenuscecasanas 1981 25.8 29,2 (NA) (NA) 39.6 57.8 (NA) (NA)
NEPA) eeuevenorenenns 1971 3.5 6.5 2.4 0.4 113.2 31.1 20.3 6.2
PAKiSEAN . o vrevnonnss 1973 5.8 9.5 2.7 1.6 18.6 38.8 18.4 5.3
SPi LaNK3essssanasos 1981 83.4 8i.U 40.5 6.9 83.9 81.9 38.9 6.7
EAST ASIA
SOULh KOr€deseowess.. 1980  lg4.6 7 95.8 55,2 1.8  185.3 97.0 61.4 4.7
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
Indonesid...... ceeees 1976 49,2 61.7 13.0 1.2 50.1 69.3 22.1 4.4
MalaySiadeeeeeesnaaans 1970 “57.5 (NA) (NA) (NA)  “68.0 (NA) (NA) (NA)
PRIl PPINeSssesesesss 197U 145 .5 75.5 32.6 9,2 142.7 73.2 32.4 8.9
Urban
MIDoLE SOUTH ASTA
 BanyladesN......... ) 1974 29.3 46.5 27.2 7.0 33.7 54.5 40.7 21.7
AR TV LT DU 1981  55.6 65.5 (NA) (NA) 61.6 77.0 (NA) (NA)
NEHAT e eveerrrennenns 1971 136.4 56,0 3.5 12.6 47,9 72.6 b4 .4 27.2
PGRISLAN e v vesenasnns 1973 28.4 45.5 ?23.7 7.6 36.48 63.2 39,1 16.0
SPi LaANKAeseevnoooss 1981 86.5 $4.3 46 .6 6.8 86.¢ 85.6 43.2 6.0
EAST ASIA
SOULN KOF€deoeveoeoos 1984 g3.8 96.5 54 .4 7.5 44,3 Y8.0 65.1 17.3
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA
INdOoNeside.eeeeenees 1976 ,62.3 18,7 33. 8.2 AbU.9 36.6 hU. 7 17.0
Ma'aysSideereeeeaoons 170 *70.3 {NA) (NA) (NA) 79 .0 (NA) (HA) ( NA)
PRITIgPINeS . e vnennns 1970 Loy .3 8.7 49.7 20.4 y3,2 6.9 56.5 24.4

IReters o age. 6 to 9 years
“Reters to ayge 12 to 17 years.
SRefers to aye 18 to 24 years.
“Reters to ayge 7 ty 19 years,
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Table 3.4. Female/Male Ratio of Percent Enrolled in School, by Age, for
Asian Countries

(Male=1.00)
5to9 10 to 14 15 to 19 20 to 24

Region and country Year years years . years years
MIUDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Bangladest. vaveeerennersennnas 1974 0.70 0.64 0.24 " 0.08
1C1: R P 1981 0.73 0.60 (NA) (NA)
N&’pa]...........-oo........... 1971 0033 0-26 U-18 0.12
PAK I SE AN . s vseeroossnconcncone 1973 0.b1 0.45 0.38 0.38
br‘ Ld!‘kd.l...l.ll.....ll..... 1981 1.UU Ulgg 1.05 1.06
LAST ASIA
Ch'na

TAIWAN s eerncrasoasonssonons 1980 (NA) (NA) 19.99 20.76
HONG KONYeweeoevooooonsans ceee 1676 1.00 0.95 0.88 0.64
SOULN KOTEdoeoesesoesnnosaonnns 1980 30.99 0.99 0.86 0.47
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA
INdONeSTd. eveeecoccannncaanses 1976 0.99 0.90 0.62 0.38
MalaySideeseassnscossoaaoonnne 1970 40,86 (NA) (NA) (NA)
PRI T PPineSeeeeeeesaesacsonnes 1970 31.06 1.02 0.97 0.89
THAT1ANH . e s eeseaoacnacenns cees 1970 30,98 0.85 .65 0.68

IReters to aye 12 to 17 years,
JRefers to age 18 to 24 years,
SRefers to aye 6 to 9 years,

“Reters to aye 7 to 1Y years.
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Table 3.5. Fernale/Male Ratio of Percent Enrolled in School, by Age and

Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries
(Male=).00) .

Residence, region, 5to9 10 to 14 1» to 1Y 20 to 24
and country Yedr years years years years

Rural

MIUDLE SUUTH ASIA

Bar‘g]adesn...l.'...“..ll'l.. 1974 U.b& Ulsu UI17 0.04
INdideseenenne tesesessaransas 1981 0.65 0.51 (NA) (NA)
Nepd].l...l...ll.l..l..l.l..l 1971 0.27 0.21 0!12 0.06
PAKISEAN . o veenoocrensononcans 1973 0.31 ‘ 0.24 0.15% 0.30
Sri Lankd. N NN E NN NN NNE NN 1981 0.99 0'99 1.04 1.03
EAST ASIA

SOULN KOT€de sseeoversnnsonnes 1980 10.99 0.90 0.99 0.38

EASTERN SUUTH ASIA

Indonesid.l..Olll'l.ll.‘lll'l 1976 ‘U'gs 0089 Ulbg 0.27
MalaySiaeseseeenneneensons .. 1970 20,85 (HA) (NA) (NA)
PRI T  PPiNeS e eeeessoneccosanes 1970 .07 1.03 1.01 1.03
Urban '

MIDULE SUUTH ASIA

Banygladesh, coreeeennen. cecans 1974 0.87 u.85 0.67 0.32
Xndia.lll.l..'............... 1981 0.90 O.Sb (NA) (NA)
NEPA) vrmennennnnn i, . 1971 0.76 0.77 0.71 0.46
PAKI SEAN A v ee s mnnrnnsneenns 1973 0.77 0.72 0.61 0.48
Sri Lankde..oness.. s 1981 1.Q0 0.98 1.08 1.13
EAST ASIA

SOULN KOr€dsrossessnneneennes ~ 1980 10.99 0.98 V.84 0.43

EASTERN SUUTH ASTA

[ NAONES TAu s vnsnvrnnsenensnne 1476 1.02 0.90 0.66 0.48
MalaySide ourennns Ceeenereaes 1970 20,89 (NA) (NA) (NA)
PRI LT ppiNes . e ueeserrennenens 197y 1.04 U.99 V.88 0.84

{Refurs to aye 6 tu 9 years,
Keters Lu aye 7 to 1Y years.
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Table 3.6. Percent of Population Enrolled in School, by Age and Sex, for

Pacific Islands
Female Male
5to9 10told 15tol9 5to9 10tol4 15tol9
Region and country Year years years .years years years years
POLYNESIA
AMEriCan SaMOas seeeessssss 1974 79.2  95.0 60.1 79.1 95.1 69.0
NIUC.eesosnnnnnnnss ceeeens 1976 92.6 9646 31.4 94.4 94.2 23.5
_ Tongd----. ------ [ R N N NN NN 1976 83-5 94-7 64 -a 81 .8 94-5 6300
Tuvalleessss cesenes vesenns 1979 80.6 91.5 12.0 84.1 87.8 8.7
Western SaM0A.ecsssscscscsss 1976 g81.8 96.1 58.7 82.1 93.0 49 .6
MELANESIA
Fijioaaes tieeseeessssannns 1976 79.2 90.0 37.3 79.2 89.6 37.9
Papua New Guinea......ceeee 1976 130.4 222.0 (NA) 145.1 240.7 3(NA
S010mONn 1S1aNdS.eeseesasass 1976 26.1 49,2 318.0 32.4 70.0 37.6
VaNUAtUeosessnensssosnssse 1978 465, 69.2 25.4 469.8 77.3 36.3
MICRONESIA
KiriDatieeoeesses veeenesss 1978 76.2 92.7 25.3 76.4 91.3 27.2

1Refers to age 6 to 11 years.
2Refers to age 12 to 17 years.
3Refers to age 15 to 18 years.
4Refers to age 6 to 9 years.

Sources: South Pacific Commission, 1978, table 8; national census reports.

o8




in the developed worid, employment outside the home and
access to an independent income have been among the central
factors in the changing role of woman. While many women in
developing countries engage in activities beyond housekeeping,
such participation occurs largely in the agricultural and informal
sectors of activity. Furthermore, much of women’s iabor is
rendered in the form of unpaid family help, often on the family
farm. Thus, work participation is often neither an emancipating
experience nor a socially valued role. in some countries, par-
ticularly on the Indian subcontinent, such participation may in
tact have a status-reducing rather than a status-enhancing con-
notation. Yet, the ability to earn an income can be a potentially
significant factor in promoting 8 woman’s access to other
resources which may improve her overall status. It is for this
reason that adequate measurement of women’s aconomic ac-
tivity as well as promotion of such activity is necessary.

Problems in Measurement of Female Work

Measurement of women’s work continues to pose thorny
problems for data collectors and researchers as well as for
policymakers. There is general agresment that the traditional pro-
cedures of censuses and surveys produca an underestimate of
female participation in the fabor force in most countries, par-
ticularly the developing ones. It has been shown that there are
definite gender biases in reporting of economic activity in cen-
suses and surveys, resulting in underreporting of female activity
{United Nations, 1980). in a more specific context, Moir {1980)
has pointed out several problems of measurement for Indonesian
women.

Different data sources within the same country may
sometimes yield substantiaily different estimates of female
economic activity, as illustrated by two examples from india and
°='-ss(an The 197778 National Sample Survey {NSS) of India

o Chapter4
Women
in Economic
Activity
\,

than one and one-half times as high as rates reported by the
1981 census, for both rural and urban areas, as shown below.

Participation rates from—
Area and
sex NSS 1877-78 Census 1981
Rural
Females. ... .. 24.7 ‘ 16.0
Males ....... 53.7 62.6
Urban
Females. ... .. 12.2 | . 7.3
Males ....... 48.5 48.5

Similarly, a comparison of different data sources from Pakistan
shows that participation rates are reported to be almost twice
as high (and are probably more accurate) in household surveys
where 8 woman herself reports on her economic activity as in
the censuses or labor force surveys where men usuaily report
on women’'s activity (Shah and Shah, 1980).

There seems to be some evidence that in data sources where
fernale participation rates are reported to be higher, the following
factors may contribute to better reporting: first, in surveys where
a working woman herseif is the respondent, her economic
activity is likely to be reported more accurately; second, such
surveys usually ask more comprehensive questions; and third,
the general quality of such surveys, in terms of interviewer
training and field supervision, and so forth, is usually better than
that of decennial censuses.

A comparison of data from the World Fertility Survey (WFS)
and from censuses included in the prasent report illustrates this

point:

o9 ‘
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Women's participation rate from—
, Census,
WFS, Census, | age 10 and
Country age 15-49 | age 30-39 over
Middle South Asia
Bangladesh . .. 12.2 3.0 4.0
Nepal........ €66.9 51.2 35.1
Pakistan. . . ... 17.1 8.5 9.1
Srilanka .. . .. 36.5 27.8 18.0
East Asia <
South Korea. . . 49.1 46.6 45.7
Southeast Asia c
Indonesia . . . .. 65.5 46.5 36.8 -
Malaysia . . . .. 46.2 40.8 31.7
Philippines . . . .{ - 44.3 39.3 33.0
Thailand . . . .. 82.2 79.6 64.3

Sources: WFS data from Curtin, 1982, table 4 (refer to ever-
married women only); cansus data from tables 5.1 and 5.2, this
report.

The census age group (30 to 39 years) used for the preceding
comparison usually displays the highest age-specific female
participation rates. Despite this, the WFS recorded higher par-
ticipation for each country; differences were particularly large
for Middle South Asia and for Indonesia. The WFS question was
addressed to the working woman herseif, and gave her examples
of the type of activities (for example, selling things or having
a small business) which could be considered as economic
activity. Furthermore, the WFS is thought to have had better
quality control than most censuses do and thus better coverage
of women’'s economic activity.

Even if all the logistic and technical measurement problems
could be eliminated, other serious substantive and conceptual
problems could still lead to underreporting of women’s work.
For exan{ple, many women who are employed as unpaid family
helpers may riot recognize their contribution to the family farm
or family business as work which is beyond housework. Simi-
larly, when the household head (usually a man, particularly in
Middie South Asial responds to questions on economic activity,
he may consciously or unconsciously underreport such activity
by the female members of his household. Underreporting is more
likely to occur when the society in question considers female
work as undesirable. as activity that reduces the family’s social
standing or prestige.

In response to these measurement problems, some researchers
have made an attempt to measure female economic activity by
actually observing the tasks to which various membaers of the
household allocate their time during a day. Such research has

O peen done in Pakistan (Khan and Bilquees, 1976; Saeed, 1966),

india (Jain and Chand, 1982), Bangladesh (Cain et al., 1979),
Indonesia (White, 1976), and Nepal (Acharya, 1981; Pradhan,
1981). .

The available village studies show that the average nur{lber
of hours per day that rural women spend in economic endeavors
can vary widely —from 14.5 hours in Pakistan to 1 1.2 hours in
indonesia, 10 hours in Nepal, and 8.3 hours in Bangladesh. It
is difficult to tell whether these differences in numbers of hours
worked result from variations in mez urement or represent real
differences. What is important to note is that rural women in
these countries spend a sizable portion of their day on incoms-
generating activities. In Indonesia, for example, 68 percent of
women'’s time is spent on income-generating activities, most of
which are not likely to be included in labor force activity as
measured by the usual census or labor force concepts. /

A comparison of participation rates obtainpd from observa-
tion of actua! activities and as reported in response to household
surveys in India reveals that the former method results in
substantially higher participation rates than the latter {Jain and
Chand, 1982). In the Indian state of Rajasthan, for example, the
work participation rate of women recorded for sampled villages
through the observation method is 80 percent compared to only
15 percent recorded in the 1971 Census of India.

The debate over what should constitute labor force activity
is not yet over. Some advucates of women'’s rights believe that
activities such as cooking and child care are productive activities
and should be included in national accounts. Others csll only for
more adequate coverage of income-generating activities such
as trading, piecework in handicrafts, part-time work, and home
production.

It is clear that there are many difficulties in accurately
measuring female labor force participation, and several attempts
are currently being made to remedy the situation. The Inter-
national Labour Organization has developed a model question-
naire designed to ensure more accurate measurement of female
work {Anker, 1981). The Food and Agriculture Organization also
is making an attempt to measure more realistically the activities
of rural women.

The remainder of this chapter presents an analysis of labor
force participation data for Asia and the Pacific as reported in
national censuses and survays, as these are the only comprehen-
sive data available. Data on occupational distributions in Asia
also are presented and discussed here. The reader should keep
in mind the problems in measurement of female work while con-
sidering the quantitative data provided by the censuses and
surveys.

Participation Rates

Women's labor force participation rates are much lower in Mid-
dle South Asia (except Nepal) than in East and Southeast Asia.
Within Middle South Asia, Bangladesh has only 4 percent ofits
women in the labor force compared to 9 percent and 14 per-
cent in Pakistan and India, respectively, while the rate for Nepal
was a much higher 35 percent (table 4.1). In East Asian coun-
tries other than Mainland China, nearly one-half of all women
are in the labor force, while roughly one-third of Southeast Asian
women are so enga%ed. Mainland China and Thailand represent
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major exceptions, with female participation rates of 76 and 64
percent, respectively. In an analysis which examined the validity
of the Thai participation rate {Chitranukron-Vattangchit, 1977),
the author concluded that the high rate is valid and not a resuit
of statistical factors. Major reasons for the high Thai rate were
said to be the demand for female workers in manufacturing, com-
merce, and services, and Buddhist tenets whici isyuire universal
work in order to gain material reward. Also, the loosely struc-
. tured Thai social system and the predominant practice of
_ matrilocality/matrilineality, in which a wife holds a strong in-
fluence over her husband, were found to be important factors
in high female participation.

There are large female/male differences in participation rates,
particularly in Middle South Asia. Figure 4.1, which includes per-
sons 10 years of age and over, shows that throughout Middle
South Asia, significantly larger percentages of males than
females are in the labor force. The jender differences persist
in most countries even after age is taken into account (see table
4.2). In Bangladesh, for example, only 3 percent of women age
25 to 34 years are said to be economically actige, compared
with 97 percent of men in the same age group. Female/male
differences are, however, not as pronounced in many other coun-
tries. Participation rates in Thailand are 80 percent among
women and 98 percent among men age 30 to 39 years; the
corresponding figures for Nepal are 51 percent and 97 percent.
The picture that emerges from this analysis is that although
gender differences in participation exist in all countries and
participation rates are consistently higher among men than
women, the degree of such difference varies substantially across
countries. It Is most conspicuous in countries of the Indian
subcontinent.

Rural women are reported to have higher participation rates
than urb7n women in all countries except Bangladesh and the
Philippines (figure 4.2). Generally, part-time employment and un-
paid family wgrk are more widely available in rural than urban
areas, which probably accounts for the higher participation
among rural women. Rural Thai women again have the highest
rates and rural Bangladeshi women the lowest. The low participa-
tion rate of Bangladeshi women is very largely a function of
measurement problems, as indicated by village research in that
country. Cain (1979) showed that aduit married men and women
worked roughly the same number of hours per day —8.33 and
8.29. respectively. A majority (80 nercent; of the working time
of women was, however, spent on home production such as
rice processing and firewood collection, or on housework, food
preparation, and child care. Only one-fifth of women's time was
spent on income-generating activities compared to 85 percent
of men’s time. The percentage of time spent on income-
generating activities (e.g., wage work and handicrafts) by the
relatively poorer women was 30 percent compared to only 12
percent for the relatively wealthier women.

Rural Nepalese women have an exceptionally high work par-
ticipation rate among Middle South Asian countries. A series of
studies from different parts of Nepal indicates that in some
villages, women age 15 years and over perform more hours of
work than men, 10 hours per day compared with 7 hours,
althpugh about 60 percent of women’s work time is spent in
@ “ivities that are not income generating {Acharya, 1881). A
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separate study of another Nepalese village determined an even
greater difference in number of hours worked by women and
men: 12.5 and 8.2 hours per day, respeactively (Bennett, 1981).
Of course, higher work participation in 8 context such as ruial
Nepal does not necessarily imply a higher status of women,
because the poorer, landless women are the ones who are more
likely to be engaged in wage labor as 8 result more of necessity
than of choice.

The Philippines is perhaps the only Asian country, besides
Bangladesh, in which the female participation rate is higher in
urban than rural areas. However, data are not available for 5 of
the 14 Asian countries being analyzed. In the Philippines, a high
level of female migration to the cities (Castillo, 1976) interacts
with declining urban fertility to produce increased participation
rates. According to Rojas-Alsta et al, (1977), theré were more
single working women than married women in Filipino cities in
the mid-1970’s. While recent empirical evidence is lacking, it
seems likely that the higher proportion of single women in urban
as compared to rural areas continues to increase beyond that
documented by the 1970 census.

Female/male inequalities in participation are smaller in rural
than in urban areas in all countries except Bangladesh, Pakistan,
and the Philippines, as reflected by ratios of economic activity
rates in figure 4.3. Relative differences are most pronounced in
Middle South Asia and East Asia, while absolute differences be-
tween female and male participation rates are greatest in
Bangladesh and least in Thailand, for both rural and urban areas.

Participation by Age of Women and Men

Tables 4.2 through 4.4 present data on economic activity by
age and sex. Participation rates are generally lower for persons
under age 20 years and for persons age 50 years and cver than
for those age 20 to 49 years. This curvilinear pattern, graphically
displayed in figure 4.4 for three selected countries, applies
universally to male rates covered in this report. The psttern
likewise holds for most female rates, except in the Middle South
Asian countries of Nepal, Pakistan, and Bangladesh. Even in
Thailand, where the overall activity rate is high, there are pro-
nounced di*erences by age. Nearly 80 percent of women be-
tween ages 20 and 40 years are working, compared to under
50 percent in the younger and older population segments.
However, as figure 4.4 shows, the pattern varies considerably
from one country to another. ideological norms within Mainland
China produce strikingly high female activity rates, at least prior
to age 50 years. In contrast, India’s rates are relatively low, and
the pattern is noticeably flattened. South Korean rates reveal
a characteristic usually associated with more developed coun-
tries, namely, a sizable decline in labor force participation during
the prime <hildbearing years, followed by a return to the work
force after age 30.

Nepalese women age 10 to 19 years have equal or higher
levels of participation than do all older age groups, while the
opposite is true for men. This pattern among younger women
is consistent with the very low proportion of Nepalese women '
enrolled in school, as discussed earlier. Almost nine-tenths of
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all economically active Nepalese women are engaged in
agricultural activities, which may simply add to the burden of
their lives. -

Bangladesh and Pakistan also have higher proportions of active
women in the younger age groups, but unlike Nepal, the overall
levels are very low at aill ages. Whereas the low Sri Lankan
activity rate for age 10 to 19 years can be explained by reference
+o hio%, school enroliment rates (table 3.3), the same is not true
for Bangladesh and Pakistan. As discussed earlier, such low
* reported rates are surely influenced by the definition of economic
activity and/or census methods of measurement relative to other
_ countries in this study. '

The age patterns of labor force participation in rural areas are
similar to those for the total country, with women age 30 to 49
years usually having the highest rates (table 4.2). Among women
20 to 29 years of age, rural/urban rate differentials (figure 4.5)
are markedly similar to those displayed in figure 4.2 for women
of all ages. In urban areas, the curvilinear age pattern of work
participation is generally seen in sll countiies except Pakistan
and South Korea. Over two-fifths of urban Scuth Korean women
age 10 to 19 years were in the labor force, compared with only

36 percent of those age 20 to 29 years anc roughly 27 percent .

of those age 30 to 49 years. Since this pattern is not true of
rural areas, it seems that the noticeable dip in the participation

rate in figure 4.4 is primarily an urban phenomenon. Work par-

ticipation has apparently become a more attractive and accept-
abla behavior among young, educated South Korean women,
significantly postponing their desire for chiidren.

Table 4.3 shows the female share of the labor force by age
and residence, indicating that the percentage of women in the
urban labor force is.consistently highest among the youngest
age group for each of the nine countries for which dsta are
available. In fact, young female workers outnumber their male
counterparts in the cities of South Korea, Thailand, and the Philip-
pines. A similar pattern is true for rural areas as well, where the
temale share of the labor force is much higher among younger
than older ages.

Gunerally speaking, then, the female share decreases with age
‘in both urban and rural areas, reflecting the increase in levels
of female economic activity among more recent cohorts that has
been observed in time series data for several countries. While
this narrowing of sex differentials over time is some cause for
optimism, one should be careful not to equate higher female labor
force shares at younger ages with decisive trends in total female
participation. As noted earlier, changes in patterns of work before
marriage have contributed to higher levels of participation among
younger women. Since the norms of parenthood are still per-
vasive throughout Asia, niany young women will eventually
leave the labor force. Whether or not they return later, as they
do in South Korea, is not yet certain in many societies. Also,
as female education becomes more valued, we may witness a8
decrease in labor force participation at early ages.

An analysis of participation rates controlling simultaneously
for age and marital status for selected Asian countries conducted
by Shah and Smith (1981} indicated that, in urban areas, mar-
ned women Fad consistently lower parti. y-ation rates than either

table 4.5). This was true for each of the age groups studied.
Thus, even though a larger proportion of younger single womean
may enter the labor force, many probably do withdraw once they
get married. For example, 78 percent of single Thai women age
25 to 44 years were in the labor force, compared to only 45
percent of married women; the rates for widowed and divarced
women were much higher—75 percent and 72 percent,
respectively.

What is the meaning of higher activity rates among younger
women? Does higher participation indicate an improvement in
sociogconomic status? The answer depands on both the nature
of the jobs that these younger women are engaged in and their
motivations for taking such jobs. If most younger woman are
pushed into the labor force by eronomic necessity, and if they
are engaged in tedious, low-paying jobs, one cannot easily reach
the conclusion that such participation leads to an improvement
in their status. "

Some indication of the nature of work participation is provided
by the proportion of active women who are unpaid family
workers (table 4.6). The proportion of women in this category

~ varies from 2 percent in Hong Kong to 67 percent in Thailand.

The reliability of these data is, however, particularly suspect for
countries such as India, where the employment status of four-
fifths of all working women was classified as unknown in the
1971 census. The large proportion of unpaid family workers in
Thailand —the country which has the highest work participation
rate—suggests that the activity of most Thai women is a
response more to the social and economic situation of their
fsmilies than to a desire for earning an independent wage for
themselves, 8s perhaps is the case among urban South Korean
women. The proportion of men employed as unpaid family
workers is consistently smaller than the proportion of women
so employed in each country. Usually, the proportion for women
is 2 to 3 times higher than for men. While the majority of unpaid
family workers undoubtedly work on rural family farms, unpaid
activity also takes place in urban areas.

Data on occupational distribution of the labor force are shown
in figure 4.6 and tables 4.7 to 4.9. Agricultural activity rermains
paramount for a large majority of women in Asia. The concen-
tration of women in agricultural activity is as high as 93 percent
in Nepal, but only 38 percent in South Korea. Honiig Kong, 8
predominantly urban country, represents an obvious exception
to the typical pattern, with only 1 percent of working women
involved in agricultural pursuits. In a majority of countries, a
larger proportion of the female than male labor force is engaged
in agricultural activity (figure 4.7). Bangladesh, Indonesia, and
the Philippines are exceptions to this pattern, the latter difference
being the most pronounced. Only 28 percent of Filipino women
are in agricultural activity, compared with 57 percent of Filipino
men. Much larger proportions of employed Filipino women than
men are engaged in professional, administrative, and clerical
work, as well as in sales anqgrvices.

f

in five of the ten countries fo? which data are available, only
3 to 4 percent of the economically activé women are engaged
in professional, administrative, and clerical jobs, which are likely
to be ranked relatively higher on a prestige scale, provide a

Q ngle women or widowed, divorced, and separated women (see

monetary wage, and accord some degree of nonmaterial



Women of the World

Women in Economic Activity 59
¢

satistaction to the workers (table 4.7). The proportion of women
in such jobs is highest in Hong Kong (27 percent), followed by
the Philippines. A substantial proportion of active women are
engaged in the production sector in some countrigs, varying from
only 3 percent in Nepal to 48 percent in Hong Kong. The pro-
portion of men in production is, however, aimost invariably higher
than that of women. Finally, the proportion of women exceeds
the proportion of men in service occupations in about half the
countries. )

Table 4.8 presents data on the female share in particular occu-
pations. Women constitute a substantial proportion (roughly 60
percent) of sates workers in the Philippines and Thailand. Similar
percentages were found among service workers in South Korea
and the Philippines. A concentration of women In sales and
service occupations may imply that they are structurally
segregated into such jobs. Smith and Crockett (1980), in an
analysis of occupational sogregation in Thailand, concluded that
urban Thai women were ralagated to a few occupations such
as sales, service, spinning, and weaving. They found occupa-
tional sex segregation to be severe among young single women,
particularly among those who were recent migrants to the city.

. An overwhelming proportion of the young single migrants were
employed as cooks and maids.

Many questions remain unaddressed in this analysis. An ob-
vious shortcoming involves the lack of a longitudinal perspec-
tive on labor force changes; more definitive comments on levels
and directions of change await the release of detsiled census
and survey data from the 1980’s. An examination of work par-
ticipation in conjunction with migration status and family head-
ship also could prove extremely useful but is likewise restricted
by the lack of data, particularly in a cross-cultural context.

More attention might be accorded the attitudinal constraints
on and facilitators of female work participation; empirical data

_along these lines would be greatly welcome. Labor force par-
ticipation in locations outside the home may not be a desirable
or approved activity in some countries. In fact, some societies
consider such work as contrary' to appropriate rofes for women.
For instance, an active debate is currently taking place in Pakistan
on whether women should be allowed to work outside the house
in the same location as men. Furthermore, consideration of
certain cultural institutions such as purdah (veiling) on the sub-
continent can be useful in understanding the relatively low levals
of female economic activity. Women who observe purdah are
much less likely to be found in the labor force in Pakistan than
women who do not observe this custom (Shab and Bulatao,
1981). .

Of additional interest are legal constraints on female labor force
participation, which can be important even in countries which
have ostensibly made great strides toward ending structural
discrimination. An in-depth examination of female status in Sri
Lanka discovered that while both the 1972 and 1978 Constitu-
tions accepted the principle of legal equality among the sexes,
subtle provisos within these documents permitted the imposi-
tion of discriminatory regulations and quotas regarding the
access of women to important segments of the public service.
While such quotas are now said to be inoperative, the study sug-
gests that the gap between policy and regulation is not easily

& dged (University of Colombo, 1979).
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PACIFIC ISLANDS

Data on economic activity by sex are available for 15 of the
18 Pacific nations considered in this report, sithough 2 of the
15 do not have recent age-specific information. The compar-
ability of participation rates among islands is somewhat
hampered by occasionally differing concepts of economic activity
and/or the availability of precise census definitions. Some coun-
tries distinguish between subsistence and wage employment,
while others do not, and the resulting differences can be large.
For instance, the female activity rate in the cash economy of
Kiribati is under 9 percent. However, if the rather nebulous cen-
sus categories of “village life’’ and ''home duties’’ are considered
to represent economic activity, the female rate rises to 88 per-
cent, higher than the male rate when the same categories are
included (UNESCAP, 1982a). Activity rates in this chapter were
usually calculated from prima;y census reports or tabulations.
In cases where the components of the economically active
population were not clearly defined or identified, rates were
generated on the basis of persons in the cash economy if such
a distinction was available. For example, tabular data for Niue
refer to money-eaming Niueans only. Suchcases are footnoted
in each data table. Fortunately, the basic similarity among total
participation rates in table 4.10 suggests that the majority of
countries share an analogous labor force concept.

For the most part, female participation rates in the Pacific are
not unlike those in Southeast Asian countries. Figures for Tuvaly,
Solomon Islands, Niue, and Kiribati are artificially low because
of their cash-economy-only referent, while rates for Tonga,
Western Samoa, and Fiji appear genuinely low, each below 18
percent. Female rates among other island nations range from
33 percent in American Samoa to an exceptionally high 78 per-
cent in Vanuatu. )

Differences in participation rates by sex vary widely across
countries, with female/male ratios ranging from 0.18 in Tonga
to 0.87 in Vanuatu. Of note in table 4.10 are those countries
for which data refer to the cash economy only; male rates out-
pace female rates by factors of two and one-half to nearly five.

Data on age-specific activity rates reveal a pattern of female
econnmic activity akin to that of Asian countries. That is, par-
ticipation rates are consistently higher among women age 20
to 49 years compared to both younger and older women (table
4.11). A similar pattern is present among men. The basic dif-
ference between the sexes remains the much higher participa-
tion rates of men than of women at most ages. The female/male
ratio of participation by age (see table 4.12) demonstrates that,
with only two exceptions, female participation is lower in all
countries at each age. The youngest women (age 15 t0 19 years)
in American Samoa and Vanuatu have higher participation rates
than men. Both these countries have fewer women than men
in school at these ages, which is likely to result in a larger pool
of availatle women who can enter the labor force.

Table 4. 12 provides data on the female share of the labor force
in given age groups. Women predominate only among American
Samoans age 15 to 19 years. Regional differences can be seen
in that peak female proportions on Polynesian islands occur
primarily at age 20 to 29 years, while rates in Melanesia and
Micronesia are highest among 15 to 19 year oids, and decline

*
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steadily thereafter. Not surprisingly. Polynesian islands have
higher percentages of female than male school enrollees age 15
to 19 years, while the opposite is true alsewhere.

While substantial proportions of women in most Pacific coun-
tries are economically active, only limited information on occupa-
tional structures can be readily examined (table 4.1 3). Among
the countries analyzed, women are employed primarily in
nonagricultural activities, except in Vanuatu, Solomon Islands,

and Wallis and Futuna. Because the latter has no urban popula-
tion, the large concentration of workers of both sexes in
agricultural activity is not unexpected. in most of the other coun-
trigs, roughly one-third to one-haif of all economically active
women are employed in service activities. Contrary t0 the put-
t@arh for women, men tend to be much more concentrated in
agricuftural activities and universally less so in services, except
in Vanuatu.
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Figure 4.1. Labor Force Participation Rates for Population
Age 10 Years and Over, by Sex
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Figure 4.2. Labor Force Participation Rates for Women Age
\ 10 Years and Over, by Rural/Urban Residence
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Figure 4.3. Female/Male Ratio of Labor Force Participation Rates;
by Rural/Urban Residence .~
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Figure 4.4. Percent Economically Active, by Age and Sex, for
P Mainland China, India, and South Korea o
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Figure 4.5. Labor Force Participation Rates of Women Age
" 20 to 29 Years in Rural and Urban Areas
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Figure 4.6. Percent of Nonagricultural Labor Force in Selected
Occupational Groups, by Sex
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Figure 4.7. Percent of Labor Force in Agriculture, by Sex
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Table 4.1. Labor Force Participation Rates for Population Age 10 Years and Over, by Sex
and Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries

Residence, region, F/M ratio
and country Year Total female Male (male=1.00)

Total country
MIDOLE SUUTH ASIA

Bdt)gl‘ degh.........lﬁﬁii....ll 1974 44.

3 4,0 80.3 .05

qujia ..I............tl....... 1981 52.1 21.0 80.7 0.26
Nt","l...t......l.............. 1971 59.3 35.1 82.9 0.42
pdkistdn.lIIv..O’............. 1973 46.6' 9.1 77.6 0.12
Sr! Ldnk'i..........’...’.."... 1971 39.0 18.0 58.7 0.31
tAST ASIA <
{{hina ’

MaiN] AN’ eeeaceccsesssssssse 1982 83.2 76.1 89.4 0.85

Ta‘:Wd"\..-...-.--.-.-.-.-..-. 1979’ 67.1 4707 84.7 0056
HONy KONY seeeerososoncoosonns 19131 66.4 49.5 82.2 0.60
SOULN KUFCA 'eeveeoeosencaoonns 1975 61.2 45.7 77 .8 0.59
raAsTeRN SOUTH ASTA
Bur‘“dtititi.olt............... 1973 bz.z 32.6 72.7 0.45
1NdUNESTAeserecocsasosscsaceesns 1976 54 .9 36.8 73.8 0.50
Md}d]s‘:d.-ooaaotvoa. ...... owo0 1970 4805 31.7 65'3 0049
PRilipPinNeSereeecccccsecoccnes 1970 50.9 33,0 69.5 0.47
Thdi‘dn‘j’..tl.l............... 1977 70.6 64.3 76.9 0.84

\nn

woe tootantes at end of table.
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Table 4.1. Labor Force Participation Rates for Population Age 10 Years and Over, by Sex
and Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries —Continued

Residence, reyion, ' F/M ratio
and country Year Total Female Male (male=1.00)
Rural

MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA

Bangladesh.eeeesessccses cecssscas 1974 44.2 3.8 8l.1 0.05
Indias.......-'.................... 1981 34.8 16.0 52.6 0.30
Nepdl ® 000009 0P 0 P OO Fo 000 00 L I I I ) 1971 50 .1 36 .0 83 7 0.43
Pakistan .......... s 9000 POIOOEPCTOEPCFPOOODS 1973 48.2 9.3 80 .4 0.12
Sri Lankd........................ 1971 39 .9 19 .g . 59 .1 0.34
EAST ASIA
SOUth Korea’.e.eeeenreerennnennns 1975 70.9 61.1 81.2 0.75
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA N
INdONESi1@ceeeecsnrsosscccsccccccne 1976 57.5 39.5 76.3 0.52
- Ma‘ ays]a ..... PO . 2. T apgooFOOoCOoee PP 1970 50 .5 34 .8 66 .2 0.53
Philippines..ceceeen.. cesseses voo 1970 52.0 32.1 72.0 - 0.45
Thailand®e.eeeeeeenan. cessese coes 1977 73 .4 67.7 78.9 0.86
Urban
MIDOLE SUUTH ASIA .
Bangladeshec.eeoecees cecssccsceve 1¢.74 45.8 5.8 13.7 0.08
India?eeeceeceee teesesesseses ceos 1981 29.2 7.3 48.5 0.15
Nepal.eeseeoone tececssescasesenes 1971 42.3 12.3 66.9 0.18
PAKIStAN.eeerrerrancsonssoncnonse 1973 42.7 8.7 70.6 0.12
Sri Lankdesosose tesecnss ceesseseses 1971 35.9 11.1 57 .2 0.19
EAST ASIA
south Kored". ® 0 O 00 00N O OO OGSO O OO PS } 1975 51.6 30 .9 74 .4 0.42
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
INd0nNesidcesrescocececsaccsecsnss 1976 43.8 25.1 63.2 0.40
MalaySiAeeescoersoncanonccscnse vos 1970 43.6 23.7 63.3 0.37
Phalapp1nes... ................... 1970 48 .6 34.8 64.2 0.54
Thailand®.eeeevennn. tescecccscccnse 1977 56.1 46 .4 65 .9 0.70
IRefers to aye 15 years and over.
ZRefers to age 15 to 64 years.
JRefers to age 14 years and over.
*Refers to age 11 years and over.
Refers to all ages, .




LY

Homen Men
Residence, region, 50 - 50
and country 10to 2uto 3Uto 40to years lUto 20to 30to 4Uuto years
19 29 39 49 and 19 29 39 49 . and
Yedr years years years years over years years years years oOver
Total country
MIUDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Bang) adesh.eesesess 1974 5.6 613.1 254 333 43,7 51.9 184.0 296.9 398.9 494.2
INdT2caeececsasanas 1981 >18.5 ©21.4 25.3 26.0 721.6 951.2 ©684.0 96.2 .96.8 792.4
Nepal..veeecacoosnnes 1976 hh,.1 5.1 51.2 50.1 33.3 61.7 94,0 97.2 97.3 77.0
Pakistan..ceeeseass 1973 9.7 9.7 8.5 8.2 8.7 51.0 90.9 96.6 96.5 82.0
. Sri Lanka..ceeevese 1971 8.1 24.6 27.8 26.6 11.6 15.8 71.2 91.4 92.4 65.5
EA§T ASIA
China ' 5 5
Mainland..ee.. e 1982 577.8 89.5 88.6 77.0 35.5 570.5 97.5 98.8 98.1 81.4
Taiwan,..... casss 1979 543.9 58.7 49.9 50.5 30.0 547.1 93.5 99.0 98.8 81.6
HONG KONY.e.eanoosnse 1481 842.1 71.5%  Hl.5 5l1.7 29.0 844.4 94,2 98. 97.9 70.2
South Kored...eee.. 1975 “43.0 47.1 46 .6 58,7 36.6 °41.0 90.5 98.5 97.5 72.1
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA
Indonesia.ececseose 1976 21.8 8.8 46.5 51.6 37.5 35.5 91.7 y4.8 97.6 81.8
Malaysid...eeees S 1970 20.3 41.4 40.8 41.9 27.0 28.3 89.7 93.8 92.0 68.8
PRiTippineS.eess .o 1970 924.6 37.7 39.3 41.5 30.1 937.7 82.8 90.7 90.4 75.9
Thailand....eceeeee 1477 49.3 716.5 79.6 79.3 48.0 47 .1 90.7 98.2 97.9 77.0
See footnotes at end of table.
[

66 Women n Economic Activity

Women of the Worid

Table 4.2. Labor Force Participation Rates, by Age, Sex, end Rural/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries




Women of the World

Women in Economic Activity 67

Table 4.2. Labor Force Participation Rates, by Age, Sex, and Rural/Urban Resldence.

for Asian Countrigs —Continued

1

Women Men
tesidence, region, . 50 50
and country 10to 20to 30to 40to years 10to 20to 30to 40to years
19 29 39 49 and 19 29 39 49 and
Year years years years years Over years years years years over
Rural
[ Y
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA |
Bangladeshs eeeees.. 1974 5.6 '3, 26 33.0 3.5 53.5 'ss.6 7.3 99.1 “a.8
INA18uccreneronnane 1981 522.8 ©25.2 28.4 28.9 723.9 358.2 %87.8 96.7 97.2 794.1
Pakistan.cccecessse 1973 9.8 9.8 9.0 8. 8.5 656.6 92.6 96.8 96.9 84.2
Sri Lank@.ececocees 1971 9.0 27.4 30.7 29.7 12.8 16.1 72.2 92.0 93.3 67.8
EAST ASIA
South KOred.ceeceeo 1975 846.1 63.8 72.6 8l1.0 49.5 849.0 95.9 98.5 97.7 75.9
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
IndoneSideecacccese 1976 24.1 41.5 49,3 54.3 39,5 39,7 94.4 98.9 98.1 84.5
Malaysid..eseees coe 1970 21.4 42.3 46.8 49.2 32.1 30.0 90.0 93.2 91.5 71.3
PhilippineS..ecccee 1970 24.9 3.3 37.2 40.1 30.7 43.4 85.4 90.8 90.5 78 .4
Thailandeeeeeeasse os 1977 9%4.1 80.3 82.4 82.4 50.7 951.8 93.2 98.z 98.1 718.7
Urban
MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Bangladeshe.eess.s 1974 5.9  l4.6 25,6 6.8 7“5.8‘ 536.7 é75 1 294.6 397.6 338 .1
INdidcececenccces . 1981 36.2 10.7 15.1 15.3 ‘12.4 °>31.5 °75.1 94.9 95.5 ‘86.9
Pakistan.eeees cees 1973 9.3 9.4 7.3 7.0 9.2 37.3 86.9 96.3 95.6 75.0
Sri LankAseevocesns 1971 4.8 14,7 17.7 16.0 7.5 14.8 68.6 89.6 89.6 57.6
EAST ASIA
South KOredeesesee 1975 840.5 36.4 23.4 30.8 14.7 833.8 86.2 98.6 97.2 65.2
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
Indonesiadceeecenss 1976 13.5 28.0 32.7 28.1 27.1 18.9 82.7 98.3 95.1 68.2
MalaySidoeeeeoses - 1970 17.3 39.4 25.3 21.8 14.0 24.1 88.9 95.3 93.3 61.9
PhilippineS.ecesss 1970 23.9 41.8 43.4 44,1 28.8 24.7 77.9  90.4 90.1 70.1
Thatland.eeecescase 1977 922 9 60.8 65.2 62.0 32.7 920.1 81.0 98.2 96.8 66.9
IRefers to aye 20 to 24 years.
Zpefers to age 25 to 34 years.
JRefers to age 35 to 44 years.
SRefers to age 45 years and over,
YRefers to age 15 to 19 years.
bRefers to an average of rates for ages 20 to 24 years and 25 to 29 years.
7Refers to age 50 to 59 years.
8Refers to age 14 to 19 years.
YRefers to age 11 to 19 years.
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Table 4.3. Female Share of Rural and Urban Labor Force, by Age.‘for Asian Countries

(In percent)

o

Res idence, reyion, All JUto19 20to 29y 3Uto39 4Utod9 50 years
and country Year ayes years years years years and over
Rural ‘ v

MIDULE SUUTH ASIA

BangladesN. veeesencsss 1974 4.1 8.2 13.7 2.8 3.7, 42.9
lndiall..'.lllll ..... [ ] 1971 18.8 23.4 19.6 19.1 ’ 18.2 14.3
PAKiIStaAN. e eonooseanens 1473 8.7 11.7 8.8 8.1 7.4 6.8
SPi LaNKAseosesensocone 1971 24.4 35.4° ¢  28.6 5.0 22.2 13.4
£AST ASIA |
SOULN KOT€d..veeseorss 1975 44,2 34%,7 40.8 42.9 48.2 44,3
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA ) '
[Nd01eS1d..ueenosee o 1976 35.1 36.0 35.8 36.1 35,2 31.9
MalayST1Aeeseeoneosnns. 1970 34,5 41.7 32.8 34.2 35,2 28.8
PhilippineS.eesseseees 1970 3U.9Y 36.0 29.9 28.0 31.8 28.9
Th3i1aN0e.eeessecssanss 1977 46.3 650.5 46.6 45.6 45.0 41.1
| Urbdn
BangladeEsN eeeeenonsns 1974 \\ 5.2 12.3 13.8 23,6 33.9 43,9
chjiaaoaaaao-.ooaanaua 1971 10.4 14.6 10.2 9-9 9-9 919
PAKiStAN. s cvesonnanens 1973 9,2 17.2 8.5 6.4 5.5 8.0
S LaNKAeoeooesnonnass 1971 14.2 23.0 14.9 14.2 2.6 10.2
EAS! ASIA
SUULN KUT@3eaaoosesnns 1475 31.4 554.6 35.5 18.0 24.7 22.8
LASTERN SOJTH A3TA
Indones i...... crene ..’ 1476 29.2 42.2 27.0 25.9 28.3 28.8
MalaySiAeees. . vesonoes 1970 27.2 41.2 31.0 21.2 18.6 18.4
PRiTippineES. cveeeennss 1970 37.8 52.8 38.5 32.2 34.8 32.5
ThaildNd.u.eeoasacenas 1977 41.9 653,4 42.Y 39.5 39.6 36.4

Iiefers ta aye 20 to 24 years,
JRefers tn aye 25 to 34 years,
IReters to dge 3H to 44 years,
"Reters to aye 45 years and over,
DReters to dge 14 to 19 years,
bRefer, to aye 11 ton 19 yeadrs.
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Table 4.4. Female/Male Ratio of Labor Force Participation Rates, by Age and Rural/Urban
Residence. for Aslan Countries -

Residence, region, 10to 19 20to 29 30 to 39 40 to 49 50 years
. and country Year years years years rears and over
Kural

MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA

BANGTAESN . s eveuensoseeseenonannas 1974 0.10 . Y0.08 20,03 30.03 40,04
INATA4.eeesevosnonsonnnnsonssancas 1981 30.39 60,29 0.29 0.30 70,25
Pakistanl....II.....II.IIIIII.IIII 1973 0.17 0.11 0.09 0.09 0.10
Sri Lankal.....I.........I........ 1971 0.56 0.38 0.33 0.32 0.19
EAST ASIA

 SOULN KOTEdn s sevrenonnnnnneeeeeess 1975 8).94 0.67 0.74 0.83 0.65

(EASTERN SOUTif ASIA

lndUHeSid.......-..-.-.-.......... 1976 0061 0144 0-50 0055 0.47
Md‘ays;d.--..-.--..---.-.-----.-.- 1970 0-71 0.47 0050 0054 0.45
PRITippineS. . eececscececacscncanes 1970 90.57 0.41 0.41 0.44 0.39
Tndi‘dﬂd......-..-.....-.......-.. 1977 1.04 0086 O.SA 0-84 0.64
Urban

MIDULL SUUTH ASIA

BangladeShe. . oesvarerasncnseensnas 1974 SU.16 éu.oe 29,06 30.07 40.07
INTa0 0 s s roneronnsossansen sasnsas 1981 0.20 0.14 0.16 0.16 70.14
Pakistdn' ........... ® 0o o 0 00 0080 06008 000 1973 Ulzs 0.11 UIUS UIO-] Ullz
SIT LANKA s eseverenoeneacannsassnons 1971 0.32 0.21 0.20 0.18 0.13
EAST ASIA
T QOULN KOTEde sesse: eeveveene senns 1975 81.20 0.42 0.24 U.32 0.23
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
I NAONES T en v nrenneevasenncansaos 1976 0.71 0.34 0.33 0.30 0.40
MalaYSTAerrrrreurnonnencrnenonnnns 1970 0.72 0.44 0.27 0.23 0.23
pNi]ipp?ﬂes...........--.-----.--. 1970 U¢97 0.54 0-48 U 49 0.41
THAI1dNG e e eevnneedineeuesssonsanss 1977 21.14 0.75 .66 0.64 0.49

FReters tu age 20 to 24 years,
‘Refers to age 25 to 34 years.
JRefers to aye 35 to 44 years.
*Refers to aye 4% years and over.
Reters to aye 15 to 1Y years.
brerers tu an average of rates tor ages 20 tu 24 years and 25 to 29 years.
"Reters to aye S0 to 59 years.
BRefers to age 14 to 1Y years,
Ykefers to age 11 to 19 years.

L
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Table 4.5. Urban Labor Force Participation Rates, by Sex, Age, and Marital Status, for

Selected Asian Countries
. Indonesia South Korea Malaysia Pakistan Thailand
Age group and 1976 1970 1970 1973 1970

marital status
Female Male Female Male female Male Female Male Fenmale Male

Total, 10 years

and OVer..eesss ... 23.6 58.8 219 l;2.8  26.1  63.1 4.2 61.3 39.9  64.2
10 to 24 yearS....... 17.5  28.7 1.8 %42.0 2.5  42.7 2.9 41.9 33.6 40.0
SINGleaenennees .... 18.1 22.9 37.0 40.7 28.2  40.6 2.7 37.8 3.2 37.4
MArried..eeeeceeses 12.6  90.6 6.5 93.1 16.1  85.2 3.2 77.9 29.7 92.4
Widowed e oosssns """ 37 86.1  50.0 (NA) - 42.9 57.1 11.8 35.3  66.4  80.0
Divorced.......enes 45.4  66.7  52.4 50.0 50.0 50.0 1l.1 30.2 47.9  63.2
'25 t0 44 yeirs....... 29.7 93.3 16.9 94.9 29.1  94.3 5.1 89.7 52.7 91.8
SINGl@eeereeeesanes 55.7 71.6 50.5 83.5 67.0 90.0 21.6 80.2 77.5 85.2
Marriede..eeess T 924 97.4  12.6  97.1  21.6  95.8 3.7 92.6 44.6 95.5
MidOWed e oo oeenens " 637 917 57.2 80.4 45.2 86.7 19.9 74.2 4.8 90.8
Divorced...o..anaes 60.6  85.1  59.2  88.4 52.6 86.4  18.4 56.3 71.9 81.2
45 years and over.... 29.0 16.5 14.7 74.3 17 .0 70.5 5.5 73.4 31.8 73.4
Singleseennannnns . 37.7  66.1 (NA)  50.0 342.3 649 22.7 56.8  46.9 69.7
MArriede. oeeenneses %5 79.4 14.6 77.1  16.3  73.1 4.0 78.4 33.8 17.7
Widowede .oese eeesss 30.6 47.3 14.0 33.8 15.5 345, 7.1 51.2 24.2 43.1
DiVOrce.ensseanans 48.3 61.1 46.0 65.4 33,3 58,3 23,5  56. 35.9 67.6

Note: Data are derived from sample census and survey tapes.

lRefers to age 14 years and over.
Zpefers to age 14 to 24 years.
Igased on fewer than 30 unweighted cases.

Source: Shah and Smith, 1981, p. 9.
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L

Table 4.6. Unpaid Family Workers as a Percent of Labor Force, by Sex, and
Female/Male Ratio of These Percentages, for Aslan Countries

. F/M ratio
Region and country Year Total Female Male (male=1.00)
MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA

. BANGIAdESNesnaesssnsrsnneosnsonns 1974 8.8 30.8 7.5 4.11

India---.........-. IIIII LG B B A 1971 2.9' 3.6 2-8 1.29
Nepd‘--0....-....--.-...-;---..-. 1976 17.5 11.6 27.2 0-43
Pdkistan-. ----- 0000t nnnss . 1973 24.1 55.0 22-5 2.44
Sri Lanka-o-o---o...oo...-.---o-o 197% 5.2 11.2 3-6 3-11

» EAST ASIA
China
Taiwan.-......o..-o;......-.-.- 1972 14-8 27.2 805 3-20
Hong Kongugoouoo.o-.ooluo---.---- 1981 “ 1.5 2.9 0'7 4-14
South Kored.-.---o---.o..----o-.o 1979 18.8 36.9 7l5 4l92
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

INAONES1anenserrnenseenessnsnsns 1976 2.8 43.5 16.5 2.64
Ma‘aySia--;o-oo.o--o-oll-.o.-..oo 1970 19.7 37.7 11.0 3'43
Phi‘ippinES--..0.00.-.--..---.-.- 1970 19.8 29.4 15.5 N 1.90
Thai]and-.oo.-o.-oo.oo--o--;-o--- 1977 47-7 66.9 31-4 2-13

&
*
\ -
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S

Table 4.7. Percent Distribution of Labor Force, by Sex and Occupaﬂ\

for Asian Countries
\§ (Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding)’

1
.

\ < e
L@ All Profes-! Agricul- Pro-
) Sex, reyion, and occu- sional Salesﬁ\Service tural  duction
coyntry - Year pations workers workers ' workers workers  workers Other?
v T
FemdQef ~

MIDOLE SOUTH ASIA

Bangladesh.eeeeeeeens 974 100.0 2.9 1.3 10.2 ~ 6Y.8 12.2 3.6

INdiacpassessncnnes . 1371 100.0 3.6 1.4 3.1 82.6 9.0 0.2
L Nepal.ieeeecsaancenes 1976 100.0 3.7 0.6 0.2 92.6 3.0 0.0

Sri Lanka.....eeees . 1971 100,08, 8.0 1.5 3.9 42, 11.5 33.0

EAST ASIQ

China

Mainland..eeceeseoes 1982 100.0 5.5 1.9 2.4 77.1 12.9 0.1

HONG KONGJasssaoasones 1980 100.0 26.7 7.6 16.0 1.0 47.5 51.2

COULh KOr€deosssssas . 1980 100.0 * 11.0 16.0 11.6 37.5 20.4 3.5

EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

Indonesideceecsccsccsce 1977 100.0 3.1 18.7 5.3 58.4 13.3 1.2

MalaySi@.eesseessenes 1970 100.0 8.6 4.7 8.1 54.5 10.3 13.7

PhilippineS.eesesasss 1977 100.0 17.2 18.3 . 13.0 28.2 14.1 9.2

Thai‘and----o--..-o-. 1978 100!0 - 3-9 9-7 206 76-2 7-1 0-5

yee footnotes at end of table.
_ ' {

o
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Table 4.7. Percent Distribution of Labor Force, by Sex and Occupation,

for Asian Countries —Continued
(Percentages may not add to 100.0 due to rounding)

-
/
A1l Profes-! Agricul- Pro- /
Sex, region, and occu- sional Sales Service tural  duction :
country Year pations workers workers workers workers workers Other?2
-
Male /
: /

MIDOLE SOUTH ASIA /
Bangladesh.eeeeoens. 1974 100.0 3.0 4.7 1.5 '71.5 10.9 2.4
Indiao.oooooooo..ooo 1971 100.0 7.2 a-? 3.4 69.9 1403 005
Nepal..... ccesessnses 1976 100.0 5.2 1.5 0.4 86.2 6.7 0.0
Sri Lankd.eeceeocoes 1971 100.0 8.6 1.7 4.6 38.9 23.9 16.4
EAST ASIA '
China

Mainland.ceecocoss 1982 100.0 9.8 1.7 2.0 68.1 18.3 0.1
Hong KONG.eqecoeacees 1980 100.0 17.9 11.9 17.6 1.5 50.2 1.0
SOULN KOF€deeeoertoes 1980 100.0 15.5 12.4 5.0 29.0 - 32.0 6.2
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
Indonesidececcoccses 1977 100.0 6.5 11.1 4.9 61.5 14 .6 1;4 .
Malaysid.eeeo.s ‘eesne 1870 100.0 10.4 9.9 7.7 42.1 22 .9 6.9
Philippines.. .cc.ee 1477 100.0 8.6 5.4 4.6 57.4 20.9 3.0
Thailand...eceeos coe 1978 100.0 5.4 5.7 2.9 70 .6 14 .4 0.9

Fncludes professional and technical workers, administrative and managerial personnel, and
clerical workers. .
2Includes persons not classified and/or unemployed and those seeking work for the first time.
Includes unemployed persons only.

Yources: International Labour Office, various years; People's Republic of China State Statistical
Bureau, 1983, table 33. ’

Y.

f - 81 RN

v



74 Women in Economic Activity : Women of the World ’
i —
Table 4.8. Female Share of Labor Force, by Occupation, for Aslan Countries |
‘ (I8 percent) . .
s }
All  Profes- Agricul - Pro-
Ragion and country ocCu~ stonal Sales Service tural duction .
Year pations  workers qgifers workers workers Workers Otherd
\\
MIDDLE SOUTH ASTA ’
Bangladesh. coeessss. 1974 4.2 4.0 1.2 23.1 3.8 |, 4.7 6.3
INdid.eeececaccncnes 1971 17.4 9.5 6.0 16.3 19.9 11.7 7.6
LTI T ) T 1976 37.6 30.0 18.6 18.6 39.2 21.3 (NA)
Sri Lankd.eeescocas . 1971 26.2 24.8 6.3 23.2 27.8 14.6 41.]
EAST ASIA
[ ,J/‘
il
Mainland..eecececes 1982 43.7 31.7 46.1 48.0 46.8 35.4 25.6
Honyg KONYG.oceoeeeen . . 1950 34.8 44,3 25.5 32.7 26.4 33.5 239.4
Soutn Korea........’a 1980 37.6 30.1 43.7 58.1 43.9 21.7 25.5
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
\\pdonesid ........... 1977 33.7 149.6 . 46.1 35.6 32.6 31.8 29.8
MalaySiae..eesoansss 1970 31.8 27.9 17.9 32.9 37,7 17.4 47.8
Philippines..coececes 1977 31.5 47.8 60.7 56.4 13.4 23.6 58.2
ThaildNd.e..eveeessens 1978 47.0 39.2 59,9 -  43.6 48.9Y 30.3 33.8

Hncludes persuns not clessified and/or unemployed and those seeking work for the first time.
21ncludes unemployed persons only.

Saurces:  International Labour Office, various years, People's Republic of China Stdte
Statistical dureau, lun3, table 33.

‘C!
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Table 4.9. Percont Distribution of Nonagricultural Labor Force, by Principal Occupation and Sex, for Asian Countries

Supervisors,
Professional directors, Clerical, Production
Region and country and technical administrative sales Service and related
. d workers workers - workers workers workers
Year Women Men Women Men Women Men Women Men Hoﬁen Men
MIODLE SOUTH ASIA
8angladesheeeeeeeses. 1974 9.6 8.9 0.2 0.8 5.8  28.6 38.6 7.5 45.8  54.2
INd{@cecewesocsoccscsane . 1971 16 .6 9.2 0.4 3.7 12.3 27.3 18.2 11.4 52.5 48.4
Nepal.c.cevrccccecccncnss 1976 47.9 27 .3 0.5 0.5 9.0 20.4 2.3 3.2 40 .4 48 .5
e Sri Lankdereoscscccscccs . 1971 25.0 c 7.1 0.3 0.9 12.6 28.4 15.7 10.3 46 .4 53.3
China | i .
Mafqland............... 1982 19.4 17.5 1.6 7.7 11.6 10.9 10.6 6.4 56.8 57.5
HoNg KONG.eeeeorsocssaonee 1980 7.6 5.2 0.7 3.4 26.9 21.9 16 .4 18.0 48.5 51.5
SOUth KOr2d.eeeeosscos voe 1975 5.1 7.2 0.2 2. 22.7 34.4 22.7 8.1 39.3 48.1
L,EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
INdONESiAccesrecccesnconse 1971 6.8 7.0 0.3 2.1 46 .8 40.8 16.2 10.4 29.9 39.6
Malaysia.eeeeoenoeccce ves 1970 19.2 10.3 U.z 2.4 31.8 26.7 5.7 18.2 23.2 42.3
PhilippineS.eescescccncens 1975 16.9 7.8 1.2 3.1 30.3 22.0 26.1 11.4 23.5 55.6
Thatland.eceeesaoes e sesen 1978 9.4 8.0 1.5 6.3 47.7 25.8 11.0 10.3 30.5 50.6

snaurces: Ihzérnationa] Labour Office, various years; People's Republic of China State Statistical Bureau, 1983, table 33.
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Table 4.10. Labor Force Participation Rates for Population Age 15 Years and Over,
by Sex, and Female/Male Ratio of Participation Rates, for Pacific Islands

F/M ratio
Reyion and country Year Total Female Male (male=1.00)
POLYNESIA .
AMEriCaN SAMOA.ssesserennsscassnss 1974 47.6 *33.0 62.6 0.53
COOK 1S1ANAS . ueseesrasrasssancnnes 1981 57.1 35.9 77.0 0.47
French PoTynesialeeeeeeeeeeeecenes 1977 55.9 35.5 . 73.6 0.48
NTUBZ o veveonccssacscsssnnsanannans 1976 . 44 .5 25.0 66 .8 0.37
f TONYAL guenennnnnnnnans Cecesenanans 1976 42.8 13.5 71.8 0.19
TUValti "eseeesearosovasiossnnnannes - 1979 21.5 11.0. 35.4 031
Wallis and Futuna1 ........ ceesesss 1976 65 .2 45.5 85.6 0.53
Nestern Sdlnoa lllllllllllll ® e s s0s0e 1976 47 .sA 16 5 '77 .1 0.21
MELANESIA
Fi1jdeoseconsaseacsoassoasssassanas 1976 . 51.1 17.2 . 84.6 0.20
New Caledoniale esusvesennsnnnnnns 1976 59,5 42.9 74 .4 0.58
Papua New GUined...ceeecosees veees 1971 43.4 . 35.0 51.2 0.68
Solomon 1s1ands . .eessesesessssnss 1976 22.1 7.8 35.0 0.2
VaANUALU s ceeecoencanncnsasoncsannns 1979 84.1 78.1 89.4 0.87
MICRONESIA . B
GUAM +rvgnesnnsnesnnsnnrsnensennes | 1980 51.4 46.3 56,0 0.83
KiriDAtideeeesvoaoosaosnsnnnes cees 1978 22.4 8.7 37.3 0.23
NAUPU e e eeeenesencsscsannanananas 1977 30.5 (NA) (NA) (NA)

lRefers to age 14 years and over.

‘Reters to money-earning Niueans only.

Refers to persons active in the cash economy only.

“Actual age referent unknown; the legal age for seeking paid employment is 17 years.

Sources: Census reports of each country; UNESCAP, 1982c (for Papua New Guinea).

o
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Table 4.11, Lgbor Force Participation Rates by Age and Sex, for Pacific.lslands

15 to 19 20 to 29 30 to 39 40 to 49 50 years

Sex, regyion, and country Year _jears years years years and over
Homén
PULYNESIA
AMErican SamM0d..ceeeerocare . 1974 16.6 44.1 47.1 ' 38.8 12.9-
COOK I1S1aNdSes.veueerennnees 1981 28.7 51.3 49.1 41.5 13.2
French Polynesia............ 1977 113.0 45,1 43.1 37.7 18.3
NIUC s revenrnnnns Ceeeeneoaes 1976 25.2 38.3 42.3 18,7 6.1
TONGA gevvsoannrnnrassacenns 1976 15.8 23.5 10.3 7.7 5.0
Tuvalv ' vvunun., Cererereeees 1979 0.8 20.8 13.8 5.7 2.2
Wallis and Futiund..... G eeens 1976 136,7 54,9 47.9 47.8 41.3
Western SamnNaA..eeeerecrcrcos 1976 9,1 25.5 21.4 18.9 7.5
MELANLES]A
Fidionerososeneneeeens ceeees 1976 15.1 22.3 17.6 15.6 10.3
New Caledonia..;............ 1976 12,8 ™ 54.6 49.9 47.4 33.9
Solomon Islands?..eeceeceacse 1976 7.9 9.7 7.9 7.0 5.0
VANUATUs s vevevroocrsoonrooas 1979 64.9 80.0 82.7 34.4 30.9
MICRONESTA
Kiribati’,oioisvseerennnanan, 1978 8.9 6.0 9.2 3.8 1.7
Men

 PULYNESTA : - v
. ' {
American Samoad..... ceescsons 1974 12.0 69.4 87.6 83.« 59,2
COOK 1S1dNdS,eevnnrvaseceees 1981 60.0 87.2 89,8 93.3 66.5
French Polynesid...veeeen... 1977 132.0 76.2 91.5 89.1 59.9
NI o e eesrevnsessssssonees 1976 57.4 36.8 92.3 . 79,3 37.5
TONGAesennnennnns Ceeeneaas .. 1976 37.4 80.3 85,5 87.2 - 74.6
Tuvaliu? s seevnreneonnnnns .. 1979 20.3 47.3 59.0 46.3 19.4
Wallis and Futund..ceeeoeens : 1976 l6s.8 89.3 9h.1 95.9 88.9
WESLOrn SAM0A.ceecececcteoas 1976 44,0 95,2 98.3 98.2 56.6
MELANESIA
FijTeeeeconens teseceasennens 1976 . 56.8 93.5 97.3 96.5 75.9
New Caledon! ....... crereoes 1976 130.9 84.0 95.6 94.5 65.8
Solomon Islands?...... ceenes 1976 27.1 48.6 42.7 34.0 18.7
Vanudti, .veeeves cececeasvrnes 1974 6l.7 94.9 98.7 98,7 93.0
MICRUNESTA
KIFIDAtT *oreerrnrnnsacesones 1978 18.2 47.% 53.1 48.8 19.2

!Refers to aye 14 to 19 years.
“Refers to money-earning Niueans only.
SReters to persons active in the cash economy only.

Source: National census reports,
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Table 4.12. Female/Male Ratio of Labor Force Participation Rates, by Age, for Pacific Islands

-

15 to 19 20 to 29 30 to 39 40 to 49 50 years

Region and country Year years years years years and over
POLYNESIA
AMEriCan SAMOGeesevevsnnsases 1976 1.38 0.64 0.54 v.a7 \ .22
Cook 151andS.es.. teeeseessnne 1981 -« . 0.48 0.59 0.55 0.44 0.20
French POlynesideeeeeeeoeesss 1977 10.41 0.59 0.47 0.42 0.31
NTUE s esraosesncoananae eeees 1976 0.44 0.44 0.46 0.24 0.16
TONYa, yeureeenseess veanes vens 1976° 0.42 G.29 0.12 0.09 0.07
‘Tuvalu -l.-.l.l--l.l..-l..ll. 1979 0-48 0-44 0-23 0'12 0.11
Wallis and FULUNA.eeneeecenss 1976 19.53 0.61 0.50 0.50 0.46
WESLErN SAMUA.eseesecensassans 1976 0.19 0.27 0.22 0.19 0.13
MELANESIA _
Fijioeosoesasaspaannnonscanse 1976 0.27 0.24 0.18 u.16 c.14
New Caledonideescesessss veees 1976 19.83 0.65 0.52 0.50 . 0.52
Solomon 151ands Jeeereeses cos 1976 0.29 0.20 0.19 0.21 0.27
VanuatU.ecesse veesesssses cecss 1979 1.056 0.84 0.84 0.86 0.87
"MICRONESIA

KiriDALl b evevconsenoencannes 1978 0.49 0.34 0.17 0.08 . 0.09

lRefers to aye 14 to 19 years.
2Refers to money-earning Niueans only.
Ieefers to persons active in the cash economy only.

Source: National census reports.
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Table 4.13. Female Share of Labor Force, by Age. for Pacific Islands

- (In percent) )

; 15 to 19 20 to 29 30 to 39 40 to 4. 50 years
Region and country * Year . years * years years years and over
PULYWRESIA A
ANerican Sam0d..scecosscassss 1974 6U.3 43.8 -~ 31.9 31.1 17.2
Cook 151andS.veecececocnccnss 1981 - 129.4 37.1 ' 35.4 29.2 14.9
Frengn Polynesideeecesceacesnes 1977 26.7 33.5 28.6 26.1 21.6
NTUB“eeeeosecosescnnnnns ceoes 1976 28.6 31.2 37.2 23.3 23.0
TONYAdeoeearesonscosnonsonnnss 1976 28.2 - 22.7 11.4 8.2 6.0
Tuvalul......... P 1979 134.4 38.4 26.1 15.4 12.3
Wallis and Futund...eeeoeoess 1976 32.9 40.0 36.4° 41.3 29.9
Western 5aM0d..eees. cesssenens 1976 14.1 19.9 18.2 16.2 11.7
MELANESIA
N R P 1976 20.8 19.7 15.3 13.4 11.3
New Caledonia..3 ............. 1976 43.4 36.7 31.7 30.1 32.0
Solonon 1s1ands ?eeeeeneeces .. 1976 21.2 17.1 14.6 5.6 15.9
VaNUatli.eeeenesass ~eosesns ces 1979 49.3 44.6 43.1 40.7 38.4
MICKUNLS LA

Kiribatide.e... Cessnsenns 1978 33.3 27.3 15.0 7.5 9.4

IRefers to age 14 to 19 years.
Zgaturs to money-earning Niueans only.
Refers to persons a:ztive in the cash economy only.

Source: National -ensus reports,
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Tablae 4.14. Percent of Employed Economically Active Population in Selected Industries,
by Sex, for Pacific Islands

Women Men
- Region and country Agricul- Agricul-

Year ture, etc. Trade Services ture, etc. Trade Services
POLYNESIA
co{)k Is‘ands............. 1976 107 20.8 47.0 32.9 1 6.6 33.2 .
French Polynesia......... 1977 6.4 131.7 50.4 21.7 13.0 34.0
N‘Iue ..............l..... 1976 4.3 . 7.3 19.4 6.2 4.8 9.1
Tbnga. ....l............. 1976 3.5 17.4 67.1 62.8 3.2 . 18.
Tuva‘u 'Y EEEEEENERNENN RN NS 1979 ' 0.9 19.6 59.6 5.7 ® 7.7 31.8
wallis and Futund..eceeee 1976 76.2 1.1 6.5 82.0 1.2 1.3
Wastern Samod.ceess vesees 1976 5.1 17.5 48.2 68.7 4.1 12.1
MELANESIA ¢
Fijloesecoosoreccccne cesss 1976 27.1 17 .5 40.9 50.7 9.4 13.6
New Caledonide.geeceeeees 1976 35.2 10.2 19.6 26.9 5.6 4.0
Solomon Islands ’eeeceesess 1976 52 .8 6.2 34.1 43.2 8.0 24.0
vanudtu.......'.......... 1979 84.7 2‘.5 9.7 71.6. 5.7 11.6
MIGRONES LA
KiriDati2eecesescsssceees 1978 1.2 21.0 64 .4 : 9.2 11.8 36.7

lIncludes thcse engaged in financial services.
ZRafers to money-earning Niueans only.
Refers to persons active in the cash economy only. g
Notes: “Employeu" is used in a generic sense to denote persons engaged in specific
~ industries. Such persons may or may n~ receive cash compensation. “Agriculture, etc.”
- includes agriculture, hunting, fishing, and forestry. “Tr-ade" refers to Wholesaie and
retail trade, including the restaurant and hotel sectors. “Services” refers to community,
suciai, and personal services, and excludes financidl and business services. Percentage
bases exclude persons whose activities were not stated or not adequately described.

Source: fational census reports.
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Marriage has traditionally been, and continues to be, a cen-
tral feature of aduit female life in most Asian countries. The
pressures towards marriage, and also early marriage, are
particularly strong in Middla South Asia. In india, for example,
marriage and motherhood are considéred to be the most
honorable and religiously valuable achievements for a Hindu
woman. Hindu réligious belief holds that ‘'there is no God for
‘a woman but her husband, and by serving him she attains
heaven’’ {Government of India, 1974). An extreme form of the
notion that a woman has no worth without her husband is
embodied in the practice of “'sati,’’ in which a widowed weman
kilis herself by jumping into the deceased husband’s pyre. This
phenomenon s rarely witnessed today, but the values which hold
the husband to be the maintainer, protector, and s&avior of
women still condition behavior in India. In the Islamic countries
of the subcontinent, Pakistan and Bangladesh, rigid beliefs re-
garding the centrality ot marriage are likewise held; Islam
prescribes marriage as 8 most cherished and desired state. In
aii these countries, the main system of descent is patrilineal with
patrilocal residence. Upon marriage, a woman laaves her home
to live in her husband's (or his parents’) home. The emphasis
on early marniage in such societies results from values which
consider virgiity before marriage and chastity to be very

- important.

In Southeast Asian countries, the patriarchal and patrilocal
traditions are not as strong. Nevertheless, marriage stands as
a pervasive institution, and only a negligible proportion of women
never marry. In the Phippines, for example, the mean femaie
age at marriage has increased, but there is continued pressure
for all women to marry eventually (Castillo, 1976).

The minimum legal age at marriage for women in Agian coun-
tries varie. ‘rom 14 years in Malaysia and the Philippines to 29‘,
years in Mainland China (table 5.1). The leyal age below which~

& "men may not marry is more & safeguard against crjild mar-

riage than a prescription for an appropriate age at marriage.
Mainland China is probably an exception to this, since the
Chinese are promoting higher age at marriage as a deliberate
policy of population control. Smith and Karim (1980), in an
analysis of South Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan, and the Philippines,
showed that the mean age at marriage has risen contidarably
in each of these countries since the 1950’s. This is true in most
Asian nations, although the average age-at marriage is generally
lower in Middle South Asia (except Sri Lanka) than in East and
Southeast Asian countries. .

Table 5.2 and figure 5.1 show the age by which half of all
women have married. In Bangladesh, half marry by age 15 years
while in South Korea, half are married only by age 24 years—a
large difference indeed. Midale South Asian women in general
reach the median mark at younger ages than women in the other
two regions. Sri Lanka presents a deviation from the regional
pattern, with one-half of its women marrying by age 23 years—a.
tigure similar to that of Taiwan and the Philippines, and se’ .nd
only to South Korea and Hong Kong. Furthermore, the i Jrage
marital age of Sri Lankan women was reported to have risen 2
years between 1971 and 1975 {University of Colombo, 1979).
As noted previously, Sri Lenka represents an exception also in
terms of the very high literacy anc education of its women, and
has relatively fe v employed women working in agriculture or
as unpaid family workers.

Based on cross-se~ .sngl data on the marital status distribution
of the population, shown in table 5.3, over throe-fifths of all Mid-
dle South Asian wumen (except Sri Lanka) age 10 years and over
are married. The proportion varies between 41 and 57 percent
in the other regions, with the exception of Mainiand China, where
the 66 percent level resembles figures for Middle South Asia.
Taiwan has the lowest proportion of married women fonly 41
percent) while Nepal has the highest (68 percent). The current
marital distribution depends not only on age at marriag? and the
procportion marrying, but also on the dissolution of marriage
through either divorce or death of one of the spouses. Divorce
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and suparation apply to a negligible proportion (generally under
1 percent) of women as well as men in most Asian countries.
Proportions of widowed women, however, are quite high relative
to men !figure 5.3) and vary from 5 percent in the Philippines
#nd Taiwan to 16 percent in Indonesia. Larger proportions of
women than men are found in the widowed/divorced/separated
category for at least two reasons: first, a greatar percentage of
men than women are single in each country; second, women
usually have a higher life expectancy and thererore tend to outlive
their husbands. Another concsivable reason for the large percent-
ages cf widowed women may be a greater incidence of remar-
riage among men than women, although data have not been
compiled to support this argument.

The percentage of single women in any country is probably
an indirect indicator of opportunities other than marriage which
are available to women. There is a large variation in the percen-
tage of single women among the countries in this report—54
percent of all Taiwanese women are single compared to only
21 percent of Nepalese and Bangladeshi women. The percent-
age of single women is consistently higher in urban than rural
araas in each country, even in Middle South Asia (figure 5.2).
This finding indicates that the marriage of urban girls probably
gets delayed because of their greater access to (and participa-
tion in) schooling and wage employment, particulariy in the
modern economic sectors. Furthermore, urban norms are likely
to support later marriage in most countries. The differential be-
twesn rural and urban areas is smallec: in Sri Lanka, where about
31 percent of the rural and 36 percent of the urban womsn are
single.

Patterns within overall proportions of single persons come to
light when data are tabulated by age, as shown in table 5.5.
Regional ditferences in the percent single are very marked among
women age 20 to 24 years—only 3 percent in Bangladesh but
63 percent in South Korea and 71 percent in Hong Kong. Mid-
dle South Asia in general has significantly smaller proportions
of single women, while East Asia has the highest proportions;
Southeast Asian women are intermediate, with considerable
_ varigtion withip the region. Only 21 percent of women are single
in Pakistar and 24 percentin predominantly Muslim Indonesia,
while in the Philippines and Malaysia comparable figures are 51
percent and 41 percent, respectively.

A large percentage of single women in the younger 8ges does
not imply that women remain single throughout their lives. Mar-
riage may take place late and yet still be universal, as illustrated
by the data for South <orea. In the age group 20 to 24 years,
63 percent of women and 93 percent of men are single; by age
483 years, there are almost no single women or men. A similar
situation is reflected by the data for Mainland China. Although
Mainland China has by far the highest overall percent married
among women age 10 years and over compared to osther coun-
tries of East and Eastern South Asia, over 46 percent of womsn
age 20 to 24 vears are single By age 48 years, the percent single
1s practically zero. This noticeable delay in age at first marriage
has contributed, in some Measure, to the recent remarkable
declines in Chinese fertility. In most other countries, aiso, a very
small proport.cn {1 to 3 percent) of all women are still single by
age 45 to 49 years. The two exceptions to this pattern are Sri
Lanka and the Philippines, where 4 perce“nt and 6 percent,

respectively, of women age 45 to 49 years are single. In the
Philippines, more women than men age 45 to 4S years remain
single—a deviation from the typical patfern.

A comparison of the percent single among women age 201t0
24 years in rural and urban areas shows pointed differentials in
all countries. In Indonesia, where the difference is quite substan-
tial, the proportion of single urban women (41 percent) is more
than double its rural counterpart (19 percent). The differential
is smallest in Sri Lanka, with 63 percent of urban and 53 per-
cent of rural women reported as single.

Household Size and Headship

Median household size is presanted in table 5.6 for the total
country and for rural and urban areas. While the concept of
household appears to be relatively consistent across national
censuses, the extended family pattern found in 8 number of
countries may adr some degres of unceftainty to the delines-
tion of separate households within a single dwelling structure.
Perhaps for this reason, Asian households tend to be larger than -
those in other developing regions of the world. With few excep-
tions, median size exceeds 5 persons per household, with a high
of 6.2 persons in Pakistan. Outside of Sri Lanka and South Korea,
there are only minor size differences between rural and urban
areas.

As mentioned above, many Asian cultures, particularly in
Middle South Asig, are partriarchal in nature, and a male member
of the household —usually the husband or his father in the case
of a joint family —is classified as head. The death of or desertion
by the husband may, however, result in female headship. In other
cases, single women who live alone may be classified as
nousehold head. In many countries, however, women may not
be reported as the household head in censuses and surveys,
since this goes against traditional norms. This is discussed in
some cetail by Buvinié and Youssef (1978). Underreporting of
temale headship is likely to be greater in cases where a widowed,
divorced, or single woman lives in a joint family with a male
member (or patriarch) present; this may hapgn aven if she is
the sole wage earner in the family.

Asian censuses usually ask a question about who is the head
of household and how the other members are related to the head.
The responses to such questions are, however, not always '
tabulated or readily available. Of the 14 Asian countries included
in this report, only 6 have natiohal-level data on headship, as
shown below:

Percent of female heads
Total -
Country Year | country’ Rural Urban
Sri Lanka . . .. 1981 17.4 17.0 18.1
Hong Kong . . . 1971 235 (NA) (NA)
South Korea . . . 1980 14.7 13.5 15.5
" indonesia . ... 1971 16.3 16.7 141
Malaysia . . . . . 1870 19.7 19.1 21.8
Philippines . . . 187¢C 10.8 10.0 12.7
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Other data for Pakistan show that only about 1 percent of all
househoid heads were women and that 70 percent of all women
heads in urban areas were migrants (Shah, 1982).

A comparative analysis of labor force participation among
temale heads and nonheads in several Asian countries revealed
that participation rates were invariably higher among the former,
as the toliowing table indicates:

Percent in labor force among -

Reconi female
migrants to urban
areas age 10 years

| Al urban women
age 10 years and

and over and over
Country Year| Heads | Nonheads Heads | Nonheads
Indonesia . . . [1976| 56.9 21.3 53.0 27.0
Korea ... .. 1970 441 20.2 43.1 23.4
Maiaysia .. .}1970 30.7 25.5 40.6 29.7
Pakistan .. |1973 26.7 38 58.0 4.6
Thaitand .. {1970 56.8 38.2 66.2 40.8

Source: Shah and&B8mith, 1981, table 5.

.

These data illustrate that family headship may force some
women to enter the labor force. Even in Pakistan, which other-
wise has very low participation rates, female heads, and in par-
ticular those among them who are migrants, have extremely figh

participation rates. Women who are reported as household heads

are likely to be single, widowed, or divorced women who have
to support themselves and their families. In some countries,
destitute women may be more likely to migrate to urban areas
in order to find employment. These subgroups of women, even
though numerically small, represent special groups who may be
in need of asiustance with regard to job procurement as well as
food and shelter.

PACIFIC ISLANDS

The marital distribution of women and men age 16 years
and over in Pacific islands is shown in table 5.7. The proportion
of single women varies from 23 percent in Solomon Islands to
63 percent in Kiribati; corresponding percentages of single
men in these countries are 40 and 61. Percentages of
widowed/divorced/separated women are similar to thoss found
in Asia, ranging from 7 to 16 percent. Tuvalu has the highest
proportion (15 percant) of women in this marital status category,
perhaps again because of the high rural-to-urban migration in
this country. French Polynesia has the lowest proportion of
widowed/divorced/separated women.

The relatively large percent single emong women age 15 to
24 years in some countries suggests that corresponding average
age at marriage is quite high. This is likely to be true particularly
in Cook Islands, French Polynesia, Tqnga, and Tuvalu, where
four-fifths or more of women age 15 to 24 years are single (table
5.8). Furthermore, certain nations have a relatively high propor-
tion of persons who have never married. While the proportion
single among women age 35 0 44 years is below 10 percent
in most countries, French Peiynesia, Tuvalu, and New Caledonia
are exceptions to the patiern. Proportions are strikingly high in
French Polynesia, with 24 percent of women and 30 percent
of men single at age 35 to 44 years. Being single, however, may
not necessar -, imply living alone without a sexual partner. In
some cases srsons in consensual or other forms of unions may
be reported as single. .

Finally, data on household headship are generally not available
for most of the islands. The three countries for which informa-
tion exists (Niue, Cook Islands, and Western Samoa) have a leyel
of female headship quite similar to that found in Asia. Of Wl
household heads in Niue, 22.6 percent are women; the corre-
spon&iﬁg figure is 17 percent for Cook Islands and 20 percent
for Western Samoa. T
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Flgure 5.1. Age by Which 50 Percent of WOmen and Men Have
Ever Been Married
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Figure 5.2. Female/Male Ratio of Percent Widowed Age 1D Years
and Over
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Figure 5.3. Percent Single Among Women and Men Age 20 to 24
Years, by Rural/Urban Residence "),
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_Table 5.1. Minimum Legal Age at Marriage, by Sex, for Asian Co%ﬁ'ss

/ .
/
Region and country Female Male
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Banyladesh,.ceuus.. 16 18
India..'I......I'-I 13 21
Nepal.oeeoeeoaneess 16 18
PakistaNeceeseavees 16 18
Sri Lankdeeeeoenvee 16 . 18
EAST ASIA §
5ﬁﬂﬁ§?ﬁ}ya
ainland.....eohe 20 22
gaiwan...... .?.. 18 (NA)
Hongy Kony..eeedoqe. 16 16
South KOred..eenaee 16 18

Region and country Female Male
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

BUrMd.eseseeroonsns 18 18
Indonesid..ccceccee 16 19
Malaysial.......... 14 16
PhilippineS.evececes 14 16
Thailand..eeeeeoeas 17 17

Note: Uatdggn minimum leyal marital age represent the most recently compiled information,
L]

lkefers to West Malaysia only.
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Table 5.2. Age by Which 50 Percent of Persons Have Ever Been Married, by
Sex and Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries

Total thal Urban
Region and country
Year women Men Women Men Women Men
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA
Banglddesh, iveviearenanose 1974 15 24 15 23 17 26
India...... ceceeevecosccne 1971 17 22 16 22 19 25
. NEPA) e creereocrcrconoraanns 1970 17 20 (NA) ( NA) (NA) (NA)
. Pakistdn.cseeesenenoeassss 1972 19 25 19 25 20 26
SPY LANKd e ereoceccovoconns 1941 23 28 23 27 25 29
EAST ASIA
Ching
L FRR R YT D 1942 22 24 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
TAIWAN . s vvnvrroceesonens 1979 23 26 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
AOMY KON eersnnaes. ceeee . 198l 25 28 (NA)  (NA) (NA)  (NA)
South Kored..veeeveeeese.. 1975 24 27 23 27 24 27
EASTLRAN SUUTH ASTA,
Burmd, ceeeecoos ceveresnens 1973 20 23 2U 23 21 25
IN40N2571300eeones cesosrees 1976 19 23 19 23 21 25
MalaySideeseeecersononnnoes 1979 21 25 21 24 23 27
PN lp iNeSeeeeeeecrronnens 1475 23 25 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NR)
HEAT-R RIS R A N R 1470 21 24 20 24 24 27
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Table 5.3. Percent Distribution of Population Age 10 Years 'and Over, by Marital

Status and Sex, for Asian Countries
(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

e
-

Divorced or
Sex, reyion, and country Year Total Single Married Widowed separat ed

——
‘

Women

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Baﬂg]adesn......--.-.....- 1974 100-0 21-1 64-4 13.3 1‘1
Iﬂdiﬂ.............-.-..... . 1971 100-0 22.3 64.4 1207 0'6
Nopd‘..ll....llll.....l..l 19’6 100.0 20-6 68.5 10-6 0'3
Pakistdﬂ.......-.......... 1972 100-0 29-7 61.5 8'6 0-3
Sri Lankaleeeeeeeeenonenns 1981 100.0 32.3 58.8 8.3 0.6
EAST ASIA
China
Ma':n]and.---;...--.....- 1982 100.0 24.2 65.5 10.0 0‘3
Taiwan...-..---.......-- 1979 100-0 54-0 40-6 4-7 0'7
Hong Kongle.oesesreneennne 1981 100.0 32.6 56.0 10.7 0.
South Kored'veeeesenesanns 1975 100.0 28.5 57.1 13.8 0
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
IndONeSideecsereccsscosans 1976 100.0 30.9 52.1 15.7 1.l
Ma]aysia......I........... 1970 100.0 39.1 50.3 9.4 1.3
Phi‘ippines.‘.l.l.l.l.ll.. 1975 100.0 46.5 47.9 5.0 D‘S
ThailandZ, ceeereeeiennanns 1970 100.0 31.4 56.4 8.8 2.

~

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 5.3. Percent Distribution of Population Age 10 Years .and Over, by Marital
Status and Sex, for Asian Countries —Continued

(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding) .

Divorced or -
Sex, region, and country Year Total Single Married widowed separated

&f
Men

IDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Bangladesh.ceeececcoces ces 1974 100.0 41.2 57 .0 1.7 0.1
India....l....'.Il.l...ll. 1971 100.0 36.5 58.9 4.1 0.4
NEpaleeeecevennoonses ceeee 1976 100.0 32.2 63.1 4.4 0.3
Pakistan.eee.. veesase conse 1972 100.0 44 .4 51.4 4.0 ° 0.2
Sri Lankal..eeeees cessses . 1981 100.0 - 42 .6 55.1 1.9 0.4
EAST ASIA
China

M3ainlandeeececosessrroses 1982 100.0 32.7 61.9 4.5 0.9

TaiWAN eevenrvoooncnnsosns 1979 100.0 60.5 37.3 1.5 0.7
Hony Kongl..eeeu.. ceessense 1981 100.0 43.2 » 54,0 2.1 0.6
South Korealeeeeeeoeooones 1975 100.0 40.7 57.0 1.9 0.3
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

~

INdONESTdsecccocccocssnnsne 1976 100.0 42.2 53,7 3.5 0.5
MalaySideceresocannses coee 1970 100.0 48.2 48.5 2.5 0.9
PhilippineS..eoeeeses vesees 1975 100.0 51.3 46 .6 1.8 0.3
Thailand?..... vevessenens . 1970 100.0 39.9 56.5 2.2 1.0

Igefers to age 15 years and over.
JRefers to aye 13 years and over.
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Tabie 5.4. Percent Distribution of Women Age 10 Years and Over, by Marital Status and

Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries
(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

-t

iResidence, region, . Divorced or
and country Year Total - Single Married Widowed separated
Rural

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Bang]adesh.........00.00.. 1974 10000 20.4 6500 130 1.1
INdiAcecccsoascssccensnne 1971 100.0 20.7 65.7 13.0 0.6
Pakistan...000..0.00..00.0 1972 10000 2800 6209 8.8 003
Sri Lanka lueevrececoocnees 1981 100.0 31.2 59.7 8.5 0.6
EAST ASIA

SOULN KOr€d levsvevonoronse 1975 100.0 31.2 64 .5 3.9 0.4
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

INAONESTAeerrrannrensnocns 1976 100.0 29.0 53.4 16.3 1.2

Ma]aysia.’..............Q.. 1970 100.0 36.7 52.3 9.6 1.4

Thai]and20................ 1970 100.0 29.7 58.0 9.0 2.9

Urban

_ MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA "

Bang‘adesh...l............ L974 100.0 29.9 58.3 11.0 0.8

India..................... . 1’971 100.0 29.2 58.9 11.3 0.4

Pa:’.istan.-.00.........000. 1972 100.0 3403 57.4 8.2 0.2

Sri Lankad lieeseeeseonroone 1981 100.0 36.1 55.7 7.5 0.6

EAST ASIA ‘

SOULh KOrea leeevoceoesooces 1975 100.0 40.2 55 .4 3.4 1.0

EASTERN SOUTH ASIA -

INdoNesidcececacescsscsons 1976 100.0 39.3 46.3 13.1 1.0

m]aysia......4........... 1970 100.0 :*2 45.2 8.8 0.8
3 7.8 3.2

Thailand 2 eeeeececcccceces 1970 100.0 41.2 47,

Refers to age 15 years and over.
ZRefers to age 13 years and over,
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Table 5.5. Percent Single Among Population Ages 20 to 24 and 45 to 49 Years.
by Sex and Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries

Women Men

Residence, reyion,
and country 20 tu 24 45 to 49 20 to 24 45 to 49
Year years years years years

N Total country —

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Baﬁg]dd(?QN-..--------...--.- 1974 3-2 U¢3 60-1 1.1
Iﬂd‘.ﬂ-.-......-...-...-.-... 1971 915 0-5 49-9 207
T 1976 9.1 0.9 33.6 1.7
Pdk':staﬂ.-.-...'-....-.-.-... 1972 21-3 1¢b 6708 4-3
Sr‘: Lank'a................... 1981 55.3 4.4 83.7 7.1
EAST ASTA O
China , '
Md'-.n]tiNd...---..-.-.-..--- 1982 4b-4 0.2 ?2.0 4.4
Td‘:Wd”....-.-........-...- 1979 59-6 2-2' 37¢b 8-4
HONY KONYosoooanoones cefaone 198, 71.3 2.3 9.4 9.2
South KOreA..eeseesoscsonnce 1975 62.5 0.2 2.9 0.3
EASTERN S0UTH ASIA
Ind‘)ﬂeS‘d....-.............- 1";76 23-5 0.3 5]-9 an
MalaysiA.seceasesosscscceens 1970 41.4 1.6 73.4 A 3.4
PhilippineS.eeececssossconce 1975 51.2 6.1 hY .l 5.2
Thaildnde.cesecesessescecees 1970 37.9 3.0 654 .9 3.2

e Y
(‘
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Table 5.5. Percent Single Among Population Ages 20 to 24 and 45 to 49 Years,
by Sex and Rural/Urban Residence, for Asian Countries —Continued

Women Men
Residence, reygion,
anu country 20 to 24 45 to 4y 20 to 24 45 to 49
Year years years years years

Rural

. MIDODLE SOUTH ASIA o

) Bangladesh..l.lll”l".’..l. 1974 2.5 0.3 57.6 1:0
I"dia.....llllllllll..l.’-‘I 1971 6.8 0.4 43.7 2.7
pakista'l....l.‘..“”.OOQOIO. 1972 19.1 1.5 65.3 4.2
Sri Lanka.lcacococoooototooo 1981 53'1 4.0 82.5 6.4
EAST ASIA °
SOUth KOT@3.eeoecvossosscoss 197% 3.9 0.1 92.0 0.3
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
INdONeS¥deeeececvesrocenscns 1976 18.7 0.7 53.h 0.7
MalaySiAceeosoosecccocescass 1970 33.7 1.1 67.8 2.8
Tnailandl.’...l’............ 1970 33.6 ! 2.7 61.8 2.8
Urban
MIDDLE'SUUTH ASIA
Banyladesh.eeeeassscesnes. oo 1974 10.1 0.5 74.3 1.7
Ind‘.all"lﬁlllﬁv“‘ll’ll’ll’ 1971 19’0 0’9 67.0 2’7
Pakistaﬂ---------........... 1972 26-7 lcé 73!1' 4.7
Sri Lankalll.llll”l.ll..l.’ 1981 62’8 5’9 87'3 9.4
EAST ASIA
South Korea--.-...--.-----.. 1975 08.0 U.3 93.7 0.3
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA
INAONES duevevenonnsnonsenas 1976 ’ 40.7 1.3 71.7 1.5
MalaySideeecsosesccesccscccee 1970 57.7 3.0 84.9 4.9
Thailandeeceescsccescsassaans 1970 69.1 5.5 80.9 5.7

-
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“Table 6.6. Median Number of Persons per Household, by Rurel/Urban Residence,
for Asian Countries '

)

¢ . ———— ——— e ———

Region and country Year Total Rural - -— - yrbap-——

MIDOLE SUUTH ASIA

BaNg1adeShe eeveeenesonnsonns 1973 5.5 (NA) ~ (NA)
India{...................... 1971 5.2 5.1 ) 5.2 . "
. NEPa] eovscevcscsocVesssvssocyr 1976 (NA) (NA (NA)
! Pak1staﬂ.............-...... 1980 . 6.2 604 6.1
SEY LaNKBeeooosooseeoanssses ) 1969-70 5.5 6.1 5.4
EAST ASIA - '
China
“ain]and.......--...---.-.. 1982 4.3 (NA) (NA)
Taiwan..................... 1980 4.7 (NA) ’ (NA)
HONG KONYeoooeooorcosssoccone 1981 3.7 (NA) (NA%
South Korea.................. 5 5.0 4.8 5.
™ S
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA '
lndonesid...'...;............. 1971 4.6 4.9 4.5
Ma‘ays‘a...................... 1970 5.1 5.3 5.0
Phi]ippines................... 1975 5.6 5.7 5.6
Thai]and...............'...... 1970 505 5.5 5.5

IMedian number of persons per household not available for Nepal, The average household size in
1976 was 5.2 persons for the total country.
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Table 6.7. Percent Distribution of Population Age 16 Years and Over, by Marital
Status and Sex, for Pacific Islands
Women Men
Region and country Year Single Married Other Sinyle Married Other
PILYNESIA
AMEricdn Samdd. ceeesoosose 1480 35.6 H4.5 10.0 42.1 54.6 3.3
Coox '[slands,.... cocscrcmse 1976 36.2 55,7 8.1 41.3 52.6 6.1
French Polynesiade.ececeose 1977 47.1 45.9 7.0 55.1 41.2. . .3.7
NiUP.eveeene cosess cevsesses 1976 35.9 51.4 12.8 41,7 %4.3 4.0
T.)nga.lﬂvﬂ'.'ltll. IIIIIIII 1976 35.1 bb.‘) 9.9 43 5 52.2 4.3
Tllva]‘l.--.-.o----.----o--- 1979 40.5 44.4 15.1 449 51.4 3.7
Wallis and FUtUNdeeeoevone 1976 39.4 49.4 11.2 42.7 51.9 5.9
Western SaMNA..eeeeceesree 1976 30.2 60.1 9,7 44,2 53.0 2.8
MELANESIA °
Fiileeacoscosaracsoscacess 1976 27.4 61.3 11.3 35.9 59.3 4.8
New Caledonia..cceeeececes 1976 32.7 6.8 13.5 44.1 51.5 4.4
Pasud New GUin@d.eeeeoe.. . 1967 23.7 bb.5 9.9 37.6 56.7 5.7
Solomon Islands..... vesces 1971 23.2 8.9 7.9 39.8 5.2 5.0
' TATVT: 1 A ove 1974 3U.0 6l.4 8,6 41.0 h4.5 4.6
MICKUNLSTA 0
GUAM. s eveeoronons vesesnnes 1980 26.7 63.4 10.4 33.3 62.2 4.5
KiriDdtieeseoooee vessvevve 1973 52.9 35,7 ‘11.4 1.2 35.3 3.5
. Nortiern Mariang
1S dNUS e vsevevssonnnes - 1980 34.3 56.1) 9,7 35,1 hU.5 4.4
Trust Territory of the ‘ '
Pacitic Islands..... cees 1940 27.3 6U.1 12.1 36,2 58.5 5.2

Note: Data nay includz population under aye 15 years for some countries,

Sourees:  South pacitic Commission, 1973, table 6, national census reports.
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Table 5.8. Percent Single Among Population Ages 15 to 24 and 35 to 44 Years,

. by Sex, for Pacific Islands

. Women Men
15 to 24 35 to 44 15 to 24 35 to 44
Region ana country Year years years years years
' ¢
POLYNESIA
American Samodececsscscence 1974 52.6 5.0 87.8 10.3
Cook 151anNdSecesecssncsrees 1976 84.2 8.2 89.7 12.8
_ French Polynesid..cececcces 1977 85.1 23.8 93.5 29.7
’ Niueti..................... 1976 74.5 7.0 83.3 3.9
Tonga.......O.............. 1976 79.7 7.5 91.5 10.0
Tuva"‘.................I.‘. 19‘79 83.9 18.0 94.2 11.2
Western Samod.ceeccssscseses 1976 71.8 2.4 89.0 7.8
MELANESIA |
Fiji...‘.........ﬂ......‘... 1976 62.4 3.8 80.8 4.9
cha]edonia.l............ 1976 71.7 12.6 91.4 e 19.
- Papua New Guined..ceceecces 1966 38.8 1.3 76 .8 7.2
Solomon Islands,.ceeoseoces 1976 55.0 6.4 83.8 10.9
vanuatu.ti................I 1979 65.3 6.1 85.5 11.6
MICRONESIA
Kiribati................... 1978 54.7 2'.9 75.4 5.9
_Northern Mariana Islands... 1980 68.2 11.7 (NA) (8NA)
Trust Territory of the
Pacific IslandS.ceeescnss - 1980 60.5 6.7 (NA) (NA)

Note: Data for age 15 to

24 years may inciude population under age 15 years for some countries.

Sources: South Pacific Commission, 1978, table 6; national census reports.

t
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Matherhaod, and particularly the birth of sons, makes a strong
positive contribution to the status of womsn in many Asian coun-
tries. A woman gains prestige and authority by bearing sons who
wilt show her obedience and respact and care for her when she
is old. In such a social context, the value of a female child may
be relatively low, though infant girls are deemed preferable to
childlessness, which can occasion divorce or sscond marriage.
in South Asia today, the attitudes which surround the birth of
a girl are not very different from what they were a century ago.
A daughter’s birth doss not inspire the rejoicing and distribution

. of sweets which accompany a son’s birth. The major feelings
that a daughter’s birth evokes are those of increased parental
responsibility and hope for a good fate for the girl. A boy's birth
generates emotions such as pride, gratification regarding the con-
tinuity of the family name, heightened sense of family
cohesiveness, and so forth. Some of these attitudes become
transformed into differential treatment accorderd boys and girls,
which in turn is reflected in higher female mortality rates snd
lower female litGracy levels.

An empirical example may serve to illustrate the point. A study
of hospital records in a large Indian city showed that of all women
who obtained prenatai gender determination, an overwheiming
proportion decided to abort the fetus if it was female. In one
of the hospitals, all 92 women who consulted the service to find
out if their expected child was male or female indicated a desire
to abort the fetus if it was female. Conversely, alil 92 wanted
to retain the baby if its gender was male, even when there was
8 chancd® of genetic defect (Ramanamma and Bambawale,
1980). The study authors conclude that selgctive abortion of
fomale fetuses represents a continustion of earlier social
practices of female infanticide and expresses a mania for sons
that afflicts the entire Indian society.

Fertility
Emphases on childbearing and male offspring resuit in high

fertility in most Middle South Asian countrigs; regional dif- '

ullc‘mmmmwrmmmemerm

+

can readily be seen in figures 6.1 and 6.2. At the same time,

contraceptive use is gqnarally lass prevalent on and around the
Iindian subcontinent than in other regions of Asia (see Nortman

" and Fisher, 1982). Pakistan and Bangladesh have especisily high

birth rates, with women in these countrigs producing an average
of seven children, about half of whom are daughters. In other
words, every mother Is replacing herseif with three daughters,
or potential mothers. High fertility norms and iow use of con-
traception both find support in Islamic religious values as inter-
preted in these two nutions. Furthermore, the Pakistani family
planning program has had administrative weaknesses which
must be overcome to expedite fertility decline in that country
(Robinson, Shah, and Shah, 1981). °
While economic and sociocultural norms regarding the
desirability of childbsaring undoubtedly exist to some extent in
other regions, data show that fertility has already reached iow
levels in East Asla, and has begun to deciine rapidly in much of

Southeast Asia. The East Asian situation is exemplified by tne -

Taiwanese tots! fertility rate (TFR) of 2.5 in 1980, with every
mother replacing herself with only 1.2 daughters.

Mainiand China has besn able to bring sbout a very rapid reduc-
tion in fertility over the last 20 or so years; the TFR has declined
from approximately 7.0 births per woman in 1964 to 2.7 births
in 1981. It appears that China’s birth rate has likewise fallen,
from roughly 40 per 1,000 population to somewhere in the iow
twenties. There is 8 consensus among observers that "'the status
of women has been improved by more educatien, more employ- -
ment, and later marriage, making their position less dependent
on their fertility’’ (Freedman, 1982). Another significapt factor
in the Chinese fertility decline is the massive family planning pro-
gram maintained through a network of socisl and politicsl
organization.

Indonesia also has experienced a marked fertility decline in
recent years, largely because of its succassful family planning
program which has achieved relstively high levels of contracep-
tive use amor.g the poorest, least educated, and most rusgl
segments of the population. The overwhelming majority of
women who practice contraception now use modern methods

{Freedman, et al., 1981).

4~ .
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The precise regional determinants of fertitity change are not
amvmmmdmmmbmchvmmmnm.

" Researchers have studied the cost and valus of children, desired R

and ideal family size, and economic and social deveiopment of
communities as well as individua’s, as some of the factors that
are important in fertility -decline. A cogent summary of the
theoretical ideas can be found in Freedman (1 982), wherein the
author outlings various cultural, political, economic, and social
tactors which together with family planning programs determine
the pace of tertility dectine in a country. Freedman, howavel,
does not mention the status of women or female power and
autonomy as scnarate factors in the transition. An analysis by
Dyson and Moore of fertility decline in India is one of the few
that explicitly treats femaie autonomy as 8 determinant of fer-
tility. The suthors concltide that **female social status is prob-
ably the single most important atement in comprehending India’s
demographic situation’’ (Dyson and Moore, 1983). They divide
indian states into two broad cuitural areas —north and south.
The north has low female autonomy and consistently high fer-
tility; the south lincluiiing Kerala) has higher female autonomy
and consistently lower fertility.

Age Distribution of Fertility

in countries where age at marriage and contraceptive use are
low and childbearing starts shortly after marriage, 8 larger p o-
portion of total fertil..y is likely to be contributed by younger
women. The mean age of women at childbearing in such coun-
tries is generaily lower, and the length of time it takes for &
generation to replace itself is shorter. Data on the distribution
of lifetime fertility according to mother’s age, shown in table
6.2 and figure 6.3, ir.dicate that the pattern of childbearing varies
considerably across countries. In Hong Kong and South Korea,
fertility starts later than in the other countries Sut is com-
pressed primarily within the ages of 26 to 34 years. Filipino
women under age 25 years experience the lowest proportion
of total fertility relative to woman in other countries, while their
counterparts over age 35 years show the highest proportion.
in Middle South Asia (except Sri Lanka), as well as in Indonesia
and Thailand, roughly one-third of childbearing takes place
among women under age 25 years, while snother one-fourth
to one-fifth takes place at age 35 years and over. Thus, women.
start childbearing early and continue to have children well after
they reach 35 years of age. More recent data for these coun-
tries may indicate that a smaller percentage of fertility is now
contributed by women under 25 years than before, a pattern
similar to other Southeast Asian countries,

Taiwan has an unusually high proportion of births (42 percent)
to mothers under the age of 25 years. This is surprising in view
of t}ne mean female age at marrisge, 23 years, and the rather
low TFR of»2.5 children per woman. Table 6.2 shows that in
Taiwgn family size is essentially complete by the time 3 woman
reaches agé 34 years. Childbearing after age 35 years also is
relatively uncommon in other<€ast Asian countries.

Lifetime fertility distributions by age of mother for rural and
urbsn areas are available for six Asian nations (table 8.3). As
might be expected, a greater proportion of rural than urban for-
tility generally occurs under age 26 years and over age 36 years.

[l{llc Even in cases such as Ne?d and South Kores, where propof-

IToxt Provided by ERI

tions Under 26 years of age are higher in urban than rural arees,
it should be noted that urban age-specific fertility rates under
age 25 are significantly lower than those for rural areas.

» Mortaiity

“Differentials in fem'ate and male mortality represent a vital in-
dication of the statu€of women. It is known that during the first
year of lifg have higher mortality than girls mainly because
of biologicll factors. Subsequent gender differences in mor-
tality, aswdlasmwdm.mavbolmgdvdmmnondmmn-

* tial health care, nutrition, and sog‘mpsvehologleal attantion given
. to male versus femalg children. A distifct difference in the ex-
pactation of life at birth exists between the countries of Middle -

SOtnhAsia(exeepts:im)andmosanMnoﬂwwbmbm.

in four Middie South Asian countries — Bangladesh, india, Nepa!,. ._

and Pakistan—~female life expectancy at birth is 2 to 3 years
lower than that of men Ygure 6.4 and table 6.4), contrary t0
the pattern in most countries worldwide. Sri Lankan women, on
thooﬂmrhand,hmaﬁhexpectancyaboutamrsmghwﬁ\m
men. The largest absolute difference is found in Hong Kong,
where women can expact to live 6.6 years longer than.men;
similar larga differences are present in Thailand, the Philippines,
South Korea, and Taiwan. As of the mid-1970's, women in -
Mainland China also had a higher life expectancy than men,
githough the gap was smaller than-in other East Asian countries.
Since then, this female advantage may have been reduced by
the reported rise in female infanticide associated with govern-
mental efforts to limit couples to one child. .

Table 6.4 also shows life expectancy by sex at age 1 yéar,
along with female/male ratics of life expectancy at birth and at .
age 1 year. In most countries, the ratio declines between birth
and age 1, as mortality differentials by sex tend to narrow. .
Another perspective on early childhood mortality is provided in
table 6.5, where female/male differences at two points in time
are shown as male gains in life expectancy. For most countrigs,
a male gain between birth and age 1 year represents a. lessen-
ing of gender differences. In Bangladesh, Nepal, and Pakistan,
however, the female/male discrepancy at birth is seen to widen.

The Middle South Aslan pattern suggests that women may
receive poorer nutrition and healith care than men, and data from
Bangladesh support this contention. Chen et al. (1981) reported
the following differentials in male/female intake of calories and
protein:

Male/female ratio of daily ~

Caloric Protein
Age group consumption ' consumption  °
Allages . ........ 1.20 1.21
Oto4years . ..... 1.18 .1.14
Sto 14 years ... .. 1.1 1.22
15 to 44 years . 1.29 1.26
46 years and over . . 181" 1.53

Source: Chen et al., 1981, p. 61..
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Boys and men at all ages have higher caloric and protein con- a majorify of countries Have experienced considerable fertility
sumption than women, and the difference incresses with age. deciines becauss of the introduction of family pisnning and hesith
This study discerned that even during the reproductive ages 16 *  services, incressing levels of education and urbanization, and
to 44 years, women are ot a disadvantage and consuma substan- a related shift toward cash incomes in hitherto traditional

tislly fewer calories than men. Other research from the region economies. Fiji offers a rrime example of lower growth rates ‘

shows a high incidence df maternal mortalitv. Furthermore, Chen emerging from thg interplay of a successful family planning pro-
etal. (1981) found a large differential in primary health care pro- - gram with later age at marriage, particularly among the Indisn
vided to male versus female children; whils darthea gttack rates  population (UNESCAP, 1982a). Population growth has, in some
among children of either sex were similar, hospitalization was cases, placed severe strain on limited land areas, fostering both
66 percent more frequent for boys than for girls. Comparabls emigration and a sense of urgency with regard to fertility con-

data on nutritional lavels and health care provision are not readily trol. Emigration can, in turn, produce age and sex imbalances

available for other Middle South Asian countries, but observa-. which influahce fertility. This seems. to have been the cass in
tion and experience suggest that the situation is similar to that Tuvalu, where the total fertility rate of 2.8 children per woman
in Bangladesh, is the lowest among Pacific island nations. Other countries that
, Mateinfants have higher mortatity than fomale infants, esmen-  have-achieved "significant fertilfty dectines include Guam, New
tioned above. Table 6.6 shuws that more male than female Caledonis (whemalamiummnpommm componsnt con-
infants die in all populations except in india, while gure 6.5 ttihutee to lowar fsrtilltv) and Kiribati.

provides an indication of regional variations in fevels of infant While the overall trend in fertility is dowiward, the pace of
mortality. In Middle South Asia, where overali levels are highest, change has varied. Of the 16 countries shown in table 8.8 with
sox differentials are negligible, with female/male ratios close to indications of complsted fertility, seven have TFR's of 4.5 or
Lnity (see figure 6.6). In tht and Southeast Asia, female lowsr, with six betwesn 4.8 and 6.7 children per woman. Little
advantages are obvious. The differential is particularly striking change has been racorded in the Solomon Islands and in the
in Thailand, whaere infant mortality rates for 2irls and boys are region’s largest country, Repua New Guines, where TFR's were
60 and’92 per 1,000 live births, respectively, These findings in excess of seven children in the early to mid-1970's, Total far-
-suggest that in Middle-South Asia, discriminatory treatment tility has reportedly béen stable aiso in Vanustu since the
sgainst girls starts taking its toll in terms of femala life right nom 72: 860's, although curment data are lacking.

birth. In East and Southeast Asia, hawever, more female intants Estimat¢s of crude death rates during the 1970's and ear
survive because they are provided adequate care and nutrition. 980°s show.thst, with the exception of a few countries, lv.ais
Differences in the proportion of boys and girls who do not sur-  /have fafien well below 10 per 1,000 population. Bakker (1982
vive to age 5 years (table 6.7) reinforce the observation that girls suggests that death rates in most ef the Polynasian as well es
in Middle South Asia have a smaller likelihood of surviving. In Micronesian and Melanesian countries were Quite high — probably
india during the mid-1970’s, for example, 23 percent of girls 40 per 1,000 population —until the®920's. Since that time, rates
versus 19 percent of boys did not survive to age 5 years; a similar have descended rapidly, with.declines in Polynesia preceding
pattern can be segn in Bangladesh, Nepal, and Pakistan. those in Micronesia and Melanesia. The three countfes in which

In the other two regions, girls have a much greater likelihood crudo death rates are highet than 10 pér thousand are Papua

of survival. With two exceptions, the data show that nearly one- New Guines, the Solomon Islands, and Wallis and Futuna, coun-
fourth of the female infants in Middie South Asian countries die tries which aiso rank highest-in total fertility in the Pacifie region.

before age 5 years compared to fewer than 10 percent of the Direct mortality data are often not available by sex. However,
Southeast Asian and less than 6 percent of the East Asian femeale anaiyses of census information have shown that in most coun-
infants. Relative to boys, girls have the largest probability of sur- tries, male mortality rates are higher than female rates. Excep-
viving to age 5 years in South Korea, and the smallest prob- .

ability in India.

‘ Life expectancy at birth (in years)

PACIFIC ISLANDS

L]

Fertility and mortality data for the Pacific island countries in this ~ Country Year Male Female
répor: tend to be uneven. The completeness of vital registra- ” .

‘ i ly, |
tion systems varies grqat y. and national samplu demographic Tonga......... 1956 . 62.0 63.5
surveys are rare. For instance, only one country (Fiji) carried out 1966 49.5 §2.3

such a survey in conjunction with the World Fertility Survey pro- 3

gram. To a large extent, fertility and mortality indicators are’ Papt..ua New ;

. e . g . Guinea . ... ... 1966 . 40.8 . 39.4
derived by the application of techniques for indirect estimation 1871 48.7 49.7
of these measures from national census data. Most of the

) ] Cook Islands . . .. 1976 63.2 67.1
estimates shown in table 6.8 were prepared by the staff of the 1981 644 69.9

South Pacific Commission based in Noumea, New Caledonis.

Fertility levels in the Pacific islands have historically besn high, ;
with most crude birth rates around 40 per thousand in the early Sources: Data for Tonga and Papua New Guinea (1966) are
[ “D s (see discussion in UNESCAP, 1882d). Morse recently, from Barﬁ é982. Other figures are from UNESCAP, 1932d.

{
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tions include Vanustu, Papua New Guines, and the Solamon
istands, though in the latter case, the gap between the sexes
was seen to lessen during the 1970's (UNESCAP, 1982c).

Limited data on life expectancy at birth, as shown in the pre-

109

ceding table, provide a glimpse of the wide range in life spans
and rates of improvement among Pacific countries. A more
definitive exposition of gender differences in mortality must
await processing and analysis of 1980 round census results,
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Figure 6.1. Crude Birth Rates
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Figure 6.2. Gross and Net Reproduction Rates
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Figure 6.3. Distribution of Lifetime Fertility, by Age of Mother
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Figure 6.4. Life Expectancy at Birth for Women and Men
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" Figure 6.5. Infant Mortality Rates
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Figure 6.6. Female/Male Ratlo of Infant Mortality Rates
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Figure 6.7. Proportion of Children Dying Before Their Fifth
Birthday, by Sex
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Table 6.1. Crude Birth Rate, Total Fertllity Rate, Gross Reproduction Rate, and
Net Reproduction Rate, for Asian Countries

Region and country : Year CBR TER GRR NRR

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Banyladesh...... cecssesases 1978-79 49 7.0 3.4 (NA)
Indidceceseses vecesssossens 1971 l3g 5.7 2.8 1.9
Nepal.eeveeresosnacnssacs ces 1976 45 6.4 3.1 22.0
PakistaN..ceecoeosee cssessses 1974-75 45 7.0 3.4 2.2
Sri Lanka..............l... 1977 28 3.8 1.9 (NA)
EAST ASIA

China

. Mainland....... ceevecaone 1981 21 2.7 1.3 (NA)

TaiWaN.eeooosvennsns cesesss 1980 23 2.5 1.2 1.2

HONY KONYeoooooooossonsnnsse - 1981 17 2.0 1.1 1.1
South Korea...... vecesseses 197 22 2.6 1.3 (NA)
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA '
INdONeS1ad.ecccocrscorsessnnss 1975 38 5.0 2.4 1.8
m‘aysia ............ [ N NN NN ] 1976 33 4.6 2-2 2.0
P"ilippines................ 1977 35 ° 5.0 2.4 2.1
Thailand...ceeeesssens cevnes 1974-75 233 5.2 2.5 2.2

?Refers to 1980.
Zpefers to 1975.
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Table 6.2. Percent Distribution of Lifetime Fertility, by Age of Mother, for

Asian Countries
(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Under 25 25 to 34 35 years
Region and country Year Total years years . and over
MDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Bangladesh..veeeecoecennss . 1978-79 100.0 38.6 40.7 20.7
India..... ceitasassessssess 1971 100.0 31.7 44,1 24.2
Nepal...ecevecvnvrescancces 1976 100.0 32.6 43.1 o 24.3
-~ Pakistan...c.ceecces ceesseses 1974-75 100.0 29.5 46.2 24.3
Sri Lanka,.ceevveavaccccsas 1977 100.0 28.0 84, 17.1
EAST ASIA
China :
Mainland...ceeceocovecvans 1981 ~ 100.0 37.4 53.9 8.7
TaiWaN.cevecovanccarscnns 1980 100.0 42.3 53.5 4.2
Honyg KONY.eaoes cesesanvones 1981 100.0 25.0 64.3 10.7
SOUth KOreaeceoooeoecrannse 1979 100.0 28.9 64.5 q‘P
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA
Indonesia,.ceeeces cesens . 1975 100.0 36.6 43.5 19.9
MalaySid..coeeaceresrccvoas 1976 100.0 29.1 50.6 20.4
PhilippineS.ecececsvcranans 1977 100.0 24.5 47.7 27.9
Tha'”and..................- 1974'75 100.0 32.0 44.3 2307
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-

‘ Tablc 6.3. Percent Distribution of Lifetime Fertility, by Age of Mother and Rural/Urban

Residence, for Asian Countries
(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Rural Urban
) 35 35
Reyion and country Under 25 to years Under 25 to years
Al 25 34 and Al 25 34 and
Year ayes years years over ayes years years over
MIDDLE SUUTH ASIA
Indi3..cvececescsccnsss 1969 100.9 32.0 43.9 24.1 100.0 u.7 45,2 24.1
[ T-TIT. § I T 1976 100.0 32.6 43.1 24.3 100.0 37.3 43.4 19.3
EAST ASIA
China
Taiwan..oeeeseovssess 1980 100.U 44.6 5.1 4.2 100.0 41.0 55.2 3.8
South Kored.eeeceeeesss . 1979 100.0 26.7 65.4 7.9 100.0 30.0 65.0 5.0

EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

PhilippineSeecececcnsse 1977 100.0 25.4 46.7 27.9 100.0 23.8 51.0 25.2
Thailand....eeveeecces . 1974-75 100.0 33.4 42.6 24,1 100.0 24.2 52.2 23.6
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Table 6.4. Life Expectancy at Birth and at Age 1 Year for Womsn and Men, and Femaie/Male
| Ratio of Life Expectancy, for Asian Countries

v At birth ) At age 1
- Region and country F/M ratio « F/M ratio
(male= © (males
Year Women Men 1.00) Women Hen 1.00)
MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA i;'
BanIQGESh..-.....-.- 1964-65 46.9 49 05 0095 53 07 57 .2 0094
lnd‘a......l......... 1976_77 50.0 50.8 0.98 56.7 57.2 0.99
Nepaleeeeoososooscene 1976 41.8 44,7 0.94 , 47.0 50.6 © 0.93
Pakistan.eceecesccscse 1976 50.7 51.4 0.99 57 .4 58.2 0.99
Sry Lanka.escococccns 1972 65 .8 b2.9 1.05 68 .0 65.5 1.04
EAST ASIA
China
Mainland!eeeeeeeons 1981 69 .4 66.4 1.04 70.8 67.9 1.04°
Tai"an............. 1979 73.5 68.3 1.()8 74.0 69.0 1.07
Hony KONGeeoeocovores 1976 76 .8 70.3 1.09 76 .8 70.3 1.09
South KOred.eeeoesooe 1970 67 .5 61.6 1.10 69.3 64.1 1.08
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA |
lndonesia..l......... 1975 47 .8 45-” 1.06 52.4 50.& 1.04
Ha‘aysiaoo.ooo.oootol 1970 6201 58.6 1006 64.6 61.6 1.05
Philippinesc.cececeees 1976 64 .4 59.5 1.08 67 .2 63.0 1.07
Thailandeesseseesoee 1974-75 63.6 57.6 1.10 66 .6 62.4 1.07

Ipata for Mainland China are from official 1ife tables (Zheny-hua et al., 1984) .
Estimates derived at the U.S. Bureau of the Census based on an integrated evaluation of various
census and survey data sugyest lower levels of life expectancy and virtually no gender difference
in 1ife expectancy at birth.

lew
"
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Table 6.5. Number of Years Women May Expect to Outiive Men at Birth and at Age 1 Year,
and Male Gains In Life Expectancy Between Birth and Age 1 Year, for

J

Asian Countries :

Female/male Female/male Male gains

Region and country difference at differenc.. at between birth
Year birth (years) 1 year (years) and 1 year

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

Bang]adEShoooooo.nooooooooo 1964'65 ’2.6 < "305 / 009

lndiﬂpooovoocooooooovoooo.o 1976-77 '0.8 -005 -003

Nepd‘oo.oooooooo-oooo.ooo.c 1976 -209 ’ ‘306 : 0.7

Pakistanoooocoocooooooo-ooo 1976 '0.7‘ -008 f 0-1

Srf Laﬂkd....--..-..-...-.. 1972 2.9 2.5 : 004

EAST ASIA -

China . . f ‘
Maiﬂ]dﬂdl...............- 1981 209 209 ; 000
Tafwan....--.....-....... 1979 502 5.0 [ 0.2

) ¢ HOng Kong....-............. 1976 6.5 6.5 f 000.

South KOPG&......-......... 1970 5.9 502 ! 007

EASTERN SOUTH ASIA f

IHGOHeSfd....-..........-.. 1975 208 2.2 ; 006

Malay51a.....-............. 1970 305 300 | 005

PRATIPINS . esvnvnnesenenss 1976 4.9 4.2 | 0.7

Thai]andooocnooooooooooocoo 1976-75 600 4.2 ! 1.8

-

lestimates for Mainland China are based on official 1ife tables (Zheng-hua et al., 19?4).
Estimates derived at the U.S. Bureau of the Census based on an {ntegrated evaluation ofl various
census and survey data suggest a female/male difference of only 0,2 years at bfrth, widening to

1.7 years at age 1 year. |
1’

|
|
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Ch L4

Tablg, 6.6. infant ality Rates per. 1,000 Live Births, by Sex, and Female/Male
Ratio of Infant Mortality Rates, for Asiar. Countries

-

T e , F/M ratio -
Regton and country . (male = °
Year Total Girls Boys 1.00)
MIODLE SOUTH ASJA ‘ )
Bangladesh...cceeeveccnscacnses 1977-78 143 145 151 0.96
India................'.......... 1978 125 ‘ 131 120 . 1.09

’ Nepﬂ].......................... 1974-76 133 130 135 . 009&
Pakistan.......l’.........l..... 1976 132 132 ln 1900
sri Lanka......'....'O.l..'ll.l 197& 38' (NA) (NA) LY (NA)
EAST ASIA |
China | ’ ‘ ' ' ‘

Main‘and o0 0000 00 00O OPONSO PPN - 1981 -35 34 36 ' 0.95
Ta’wan.....ll.l.l............ 1979 - 24 20 . . 27 0.74,

d Homj Kong............-..-.-...- 1980 11 (NA) (NA) ‘ (NA)
south Korea.............l...... 1970 47 40 54 0.74
EASTERN SOUTH ASIA '
lndon951aooo.o-.o.ooooooo'.ooo-o' ; 1975 114 106 122 , 0.87:"&" .‘

- Ha‘ays’a..l..l............'..... 1975 35 - 30 . * 39 Q"r‘}ﬂ."".
PRITIPPINeS.eeeecnsersnvecnoces 1976 64 . 56 72 0.78 ...
Thailand.eieueeeernossssscosses 1974-75 76 ' 60 - 9 065 ..

: - —
IEstimates for Mainland China are from official 1ife tables (Zhzxng-hua et al., 1934).
Estimates der‘ved at the 1.S. Bureau of the Census hased on an integrated evaluation of various
census and survey data suggest female and male infant mortality rates of 58 and 35 per 1,000
1ive births, respectively (female/male ratio of 1.66).
L] ¢ . \

I \ .
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s “ .
Table 6.7. Proportion of Children Dying Before Their Fifth Birthday, by Sex, and Female/Male
" Ratio or Proportion Dying, for Asian Countries

: F/M ratio
Reyion and country (male =
Year Girls Boys 1.00)

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

BanyladeSh.c.eeccessss cesssssss 1964-65 V.24 V.22 1.10
Iﬂdia..-. ------ esesvssssssssesss . 1976-77 0-23 0.19 ‘ 1-19
Nepd‘o ------ esssssssss essesensss 1974‘76 U-Zb 0-24 . 1003
PaAKiStaAN.ceenccocsassssssne eses 1976 0.23 . 0.21 1.13 .
Sl"i La"ka---c-..-.-oo--..o ----- 1970'72 3 0-08 0-08 0094

. EAST ASIA |
China , , |
Main‘and .l.l.l..lllllllll.ll 1981 0-05 ‘ 0005 1.00
Taiwan,.eeees esssrss escssssss 1979 0.02 0.03 0.75

HOﬂg KOH‘J.---.-..-.. ------------ 1976 0002 0002 0-81
South KorEa.-Il.ll.l.lll.lll..l 1970 0.05 0.07 0-73
EASTERN SUUTH ASIA

Indonesia IIIII .Il..lll.li.l.l... 1975 ’ 0.19 0.21 o.gu
Malaysid..eeeecess cosssuns csese 1770 0.U8 0.09 0.89
Philippines.coceeeccces cesessss 1976 0.U9 0.10 0.83
Thailandll-.l--.l.llllll-IIII.I 1974-75 0-09 0.12 0078

Note: Female/male ratios are based on unrounded proportions.
lgstimates for Mainland China are bhased on official life tables (Zheng-hua et al., 1984).

Estimates derived at the U.S. Bureau of the Census based on an inteygrated evaluation of various
census and survey data suggest that 8 percent of Mainland Chinese girls die before reaching age 5.
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- Table 6.8. Crude Birth Rate, Crude Death Rate, and Total Fertility Rate, for Pacific islands

4 ' Total
: Crude birth Crude death fertility
Reyion and country Year rate rate Year rate
POLYNESIA
American Sam0ac.cceecoccce 1980 34 5 1971-73 5.4
COOk IS]&ndS.............. 1981 26 6 1976 405
Fl'enCh PO]yn’ES"a..o....... 1977-79 31 7 1977 404
Niue..oooooooooooooooooooo 1971"76 26 ’ 7 1971'76 4.3
TOﬂga..................... 1976 31 10 1975 409
Tuvalu.................... 1979 25 }1 1979 2.8
HG]HS aﬂd Futunaooooooooo 1978 37 9 1974'78 6.5
Hestel'n Samoil............. 1971"76 37 8 1971'76 6.7
MELANESIA
- Fij‘oooooooooooooooooooooc 1976 229 7 1976 . 400
Nw Ca]edon‘aooooooooooooo 1980 26 7 1975'77 401
Papua New Gu"ﬂEd. XX EEXEEEX) €, 1971 45-48 (NA) 1971 701
SO]OUIOH Is]ands........... 1976 45 . 12 1971'76 703
MICRONESIA
Gualﬂ...................:?... 1981 27 4 1977 308
Kil‘ibati.................. 1978 35 14 1978 407
Nduru..................... 1979 21 5 (NA)
- Northern Mariana Islands.. 1980 35 4 (NA)
Trust Tersitory of the
PdCffiC ls‘a"ds.vooooo'o 1980 33 5 1978 406-500

lpefers to 1975.
2Refers to 1980.

Sources: South Pacific Conmission, 1982: U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1983; UNESCAP, 1982d.
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- Chapter7

Conclusions

Since national censuses and surveys are nearly universal in
coverage, they produce theoretically comprehensive data on
various socioeconomic characteristics of population. During the
3 to 4 years following the period in which they are gathered,
these data offer four major advantagss to the planner and deci-
sionmaker concerned with the integration of women into the
development process. First, they afford a periodic snapshot of
the situation of women with respect to the indicators dis-
cussed in the preceding chapters: education and training;
economic activity and occupation; urbanization and migration;
housing and living arrangements; and marital status, fertility, and
mortality. Levels and patterns of these indicators among women
signal to the planner the need for special attsntion to 8 particular
sector, and where female/male ratios are a routine part of the
analysis, point out those sectors in which women are facing par-
ticular problems or are at a specific disadvantage.

Second, national-le-vel data lend themseives to disaggregsation
by geographic area and/or ethnic or other socioeconomic or
cultural characteristics, which makes it possible to identify for
further analysis population subgroups with special problems. For
example, female urban migrants may be of particular concem

. to the decisionmaker; aithough information bearing directly on
migration may not be obtainable from the census, related cen-
sus data would generally permit one to identify for further
analysis those urban women whose current residence differs
from their place of birth, Such disaggregation allows a more
focused program planning, snd aiso may identify subgroups or
subjects about which more detsiled studies may be needed.

Third, when such data are gathered, analyzed, and published
with reasonable promptness, regulerity, and consistency, they
gllow the planner to distinguish between persistent nd newly
arising problem areas, andtodwtghenaﬂon'sprogxm.oﬂsck
thereof, in improving access to its rescurces for the female half
of the population.

Finally, because most countries follow international guidelines

&'~ census definitions, concepts, and data collection methods,

s
X3

the data themselves may be internationally comparable to some
extent, affording the planner and decisionmaker insight into the
situation of the nation’s women relative to women in other coun-
tries at a similar leve! of economic development, '

in spite of these obvious planning advantages associated with
census and survey information, there exist a number of problems
concerming the utility of such data for constructing indicators
on the status of women. A basic difficuity sncountered in using
data from a census or survey is that these instruments rarely
provide any direct measures of change. When assessing
women'’s situation, data gathered at two or preferably three
points in time are necessary to establish trends with any degree
of confidence. However, as mentioned in appendix B, several
Asian countries have yet to conduct two (or even one) useful
national investigations. Furthermore, changes in classifications
and definitions from one census to the next can make the
assembly of dats from two or three censuses into a comparable
data set an extremely frustrating effort. Resuits often are not
comparable either across countries or between two censuses
in the same country, thereby necessitating intricate demographic
adjustment. The difficulties in attempting to construct time series
data from census sourcés are, of courss, not confined to infor-
mation on women. Because ths WID Data Base does not include
many 1960 census round data, these problems did not arise in
the pressnt analysis. As newer data are sdded, however, there
may be tedious obstacles to overcome in order to make the in-
formation comparable from one period to the next.

So far as primary demographic information is concerned,
disaggregations by sex, ane, and rural/urban residence still-
ieave one with extremely crude categories. Moreover, definitions
of rura! and urban areas differ markedly not only among coun-
tries, but sometimes between censuses in the same country,
making it difficuit to carry out either international comparisons
or rursl/urban studies over time. Age data, too, are unreliable
in many countries, particularly for female infants and elderly

women in the population. Demogrephers have devised ingenicus
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statistical methods to improve age dats, but censal under-
counting of children, especially female infants, needs to be rec-
tified (Nortman and Fisher, 1982).

Any generalizations made about disaggregations by age and
residence without further refinements may be misleading, even
when the data are complete and accurate. Additional cross-
tabulations, for example by language, ethnic group, nd religion,
were contemplated for the WID Data Base, but the complexity
of the overall task and the paucity of data for many countries
led to the postponemsnt of such detail for a possible later ef-
fort. Socioeconomic class is a crucial variable that a census can
deaf with only by inference; the problem is that information on
which to base any socioeconomic classification (in addition to
language and ethnic affiliation, such factors as income, occupa-

“tion or profession, and land ownership are useful) also is defi-
cient, especially in the case of women. In sum, country-ievel data
can provide useful information on orders of nagnitude, but fur-
ther disaggregations are needed beyond sex, age, snd residence
in order to construct truly discriminating indicators. it will be
helpful if the WID Data Base in the future can incorporate addi-
tional variables to enable the rather crude categories in the pre-
sant 19 data tables to be refined.

Education variables in the WID Data Base, literacy and cur- .

rent enroliment, are somewhat ambiguous measures of educa-
~ tional level, for reasons that were discussed in chapter 3. Com-
. plementary statistics that could be incorporated in the future in-
. clude educational attainment as well as data on dropout rates
" by sex. It would be useful to have additional information on
- women enrolled in (and gradusated from) the regular secondary
school curriculum versus vocational education, and on the
university levels in which women are enrolied or from which
women have graduated. Such detailed information is not always
available from the population census and should be com-
plemented whenever possible with statistics from other sources.
Household headship data often are quite unreliable. As in-
dicated in chapter 5, there can be cuitural reasons for designating
any man in residence as the houssehold head. Additionally,
becsuse of the implications of ineguality in the notion of head-
ship, there has been a movement to eliminate head of household
designations from the census questionnaire. From the point of
view of feminist sensitivities, the elimination makes sense, but
+ha loss of the head of household category woujgd mean that an
important indicator of women's status will no longer be available.
Questions on women'’s economic activities (for example, of
what their productive work consists and how it should be

' measured) have elicited the greatest amount of comment and
concern, both in written articies and reports and in conferences
and mestings. Unless and until there are major changes in the
definition of work, the referenced time period, the hours
worked, and in accounting for the multiplicity of women’s
economic roles, women'’s economic activities will remain under-
counted in censuses and labor force surveys. This is true with
respect to both their nonmarket productive work within the
\1 househoid, and their remunerated work outside the home. No
‘\suggestion is being made here that all of women's activities

should be assigned a market value and counted but, as the In-

ternational Center for Research on Women and others have sug-
gested, at 8 minimum a useful definition of home production
would include those activities that have the potential of being
transferred to the marketplace. Additionally, careful attention
must be paid to women’s employment in the informal sector,
to questions of underemployment and unsmployment (Youssef,
1983), and to the category of unpaid family worker.

in the meantime, it will be important to employ approaches
in other kinds of surveys that capture the full range of women's
economic activities. Becausa rural women often undervalue their
contribution and do not consider their work sconomic, they may-
é:equededabmnanstofacﬂviﬁesmatwomnengagein,mﬂm
than asking them if they work. In addition, because women’s
work is often seasonal, thelr activities may be examined both
during the cycle of the family’s principal cash crop and at the
time of the survey. A growing number of studies are utilizing
such techniques.

More accurate information on fertility and mortality rates, s
wellasonﬁfeexpectancytevds,dependsmtmlymcasum
and spscial surveys but, in the long term, on improvement in
vital statistics registration. These are mattars over which the
compilers of data bases have little control, and they can only
hope that recent trends in the improvement of such statistics
will conﬁnueasﬂwpowlaﬁonisenwuthoreponmbim
and deaths of all family membsers to the proper authoritles.

Numerous recommendations for more accurate measuremsnt
of women's status have been put forth, with an eye toward aiter-
native concepts and operational definitions as well as improved
use of existing data and techniques. Excellent synopses of the
latest thinking are offered by both Powers (1983) and Youssef
(1983). As sentiment builds for better trestment of data describ-
ing women's situation, additionsl concerns for comparability and
cost also arise. Comparability has a number of dimensions: data
collection procedures, concepts and definitions, subjects
covered, eligibility of respondents, wording of the questions and
the order in which they are asked, amount of probing afiowed
or encouraged, training of enumerators, data processing pro-
cedures, preparation of tabulations (variables, cross-tabulations,
levels of geographic disaggregation, population subgroups, and
so forth), and reports made available to the public. While there
is room for improvement in all of these areas, economic pressures
in many developing countries often hinder the expansion and
increased effectiveness of data gathering and processing institu-
tions. It may well be that for selected detailed investigations of
population subgroups, special studiss and small scale surveys
are more appropriate than extensive cross-tabulations of national
data. :

Furthermore, while the monitoring of change requires a cer-
tain leve! of comparability am¢ i data collected at ditferent
times, information also must be relevant to current policy deci-
sions and emerging national priorities. Completely static con-
cepts and methodologies are neither realistic nor desirable; some
trade-off between stability and change is inevitable. Observers
monitoring the status of women as development proceeds have
the dual responsibilities of identifying what is essantial in both
and of informing decisionmakers in a convincing fashion.
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- For Asian countries, the primary source of the statistical data
analyzed in this handbook is the WID Data Base created by the
Center for International Research, U.S. Bureau of the Census,
- under the auspices of USAID. A list of table tities for which data
‘* were compiled by sex and rural/urban residence may be found
in appendix C. For the Pacific islands, which were not included
in the WID Data Base, most of the statistics are derived from
national census reports and publications of the South Pacific
Commission. Because data for the Pacific islands often do not
conform to the format of the Asian data, the charts in this report
cover only the Asian countries.

~ Selection and Quality of Data

As is well known, there are vast differences in both the quan-
tity and the quality of statistics reported by the various coun-

~ tries. Furthermore, in spite of international recommendations,

such as those provided by the United Nations, for the standard-
ization of concepts and definitions pertaining to data collected
in censuses and surveys, there continue to be wide discrepan-

. cies in data collection practices becauss of legitimate differences

of what is appropriate in the yarying cuitural contexts. As 8
result, any attempt to compile standard data across countries,
such as those in the WID Data Bssa, requires somse decisions
sbout whether and howtherepoﬂeddétashouldbemm‘ﬁpulated
so as to provide comparability. Certainly there is not a single right
solution to this problem, but it is essential to set rule. frem the

" start so that consistent decisions are made vwhensver similar data

situations are encountered among countries.

The standards used in selecting and evaluating data for inclu-
sion in the data base depend to some extent on the type of date
‘being considered. For the demographic subjects, only data of
benchmark quality are included. The concept of benchmark dats
refers to statistics (as reported by the country, as adjusted by

researchers, or as derived by applying demographic techniques .

to incomplete data) which have been evaluated by the Census
Bureau analysts and have been judged to be as representative
as possible of the true situation. These dats sre intemasily con-
sistent for a given country (for example, birth rates, death rates,
-m"mtnonal migration rates, population growth rates and

age/sex composition all fit together in a logical demographic pat- .

tern) and are consistent with other facts that sre known about
the country (for example, fertility levels are consistent with
family planning oractices and goats, mdmonamylsvebmm
sistent with known health indexes).

These data also havebeencheekedforaxtemd consistency.
They have besn.compared to data for other countries in the same
region or subregion, and to those eisewhere at approximately

the same level of sconomic and social development, to ensure

that they are not out of line. Benchmark data refer to the date
on which the census or survey was taken or registration oc-
curred; no projections bayond the reference date are included

.among them.

Demographic data that do not conform to these rigid bench-
mark requirements are generally not included in the data base.
The source and method of derivation of the estimates are ex-
plained in the notes accompanying each tables.

For soclosconomic variables (data on households, marital
status, education, and economic activity), less rigid requirements
were placed on the accuracy of the data. No techniques have
been applied to evaluate the quality of the data in the
sociosconomic tables, and most of these statistics are presented
as they appear in the original sources. Nevertheless, the same
care has been taken to annotate the sources and to explain any
discrepancies in totals or deviations from standard intgrnational
practices.

Con _pts and Definitions

Concepts and definitions usually are not standardized among
countries beyond what has aiready been done by the countries
themselves for two reasons: first, the information is usually not
avaiiable to manipulate the data to conform to standsrd con-

" cepts, and second, the differing concepts or definitions are often

deliberately developed for each country's particular situation.
For exampile, a country with only a few small urban centers needs
a different definition of urban than a country that is already
predo. vinantly urbsn. On the other hand, nearly all countries
define literacy as the ablility to read and write, although some
countries include additional requiremants such as the abllity to
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write a simple statement about everyday life, or the ability to

" read and write a specific language.

Although in the WID Data Base no attempt has been made
to standardize the definitions of concepts such as urban, literacy,
or economic activity, and such data are prasented as reported
by the country, all tables are nevertheless annotated, specifying
the definition used by the country for these concepts and others
such as nationality, household, and school enroliment. Thus, in
all cases, the user has the opportunity to examine a fairy
substantial set of notes that may help to explain any apparent
discrepancies in the statistics from one country to another.

Time Period

For the basic distribution of the population by age snd sex,
information is included in the data bsse for the latest 2 census
years. Most of the tables present data for the latest year available
at the time of compilation. For countries whose data were com-
piled at an early stage of the project, updated tables presenting
later statistics have been added to the file.

Some tables, for which « measure of change is most relevant
and most readily available, nresent a time series of data. This
is done for the various measures of mortality and fertility, where
all available benchmark data since 1970 are presented; in a fow
cases where no post-1970 data are available, the latest
post- 1960 estimate is given for these measures.

Most often, tha 1970 round of population censuses uerves
as the major co of the data presented. However, 1980-round
data are given whenever these are available. Raliable surveys
are also used to supplement census data.

Auxillary Measures

‘Users may choose to manipulate the data to derive additional
rates and ratios to measure the status of women in the various
subject areas covered in the data base, and this has sometimes
been done in the analytical portions of this handbook. These
measures may be designed tc compare the position of women
versus men with respect 1o a particular topic, or they may reigte
women in a particular category to all persons in the same
category.

for example, the p&:‘&m literate is shown in the data base

~ for women and men; another measure may be darived to pre-

sant the female/male ratio of the percent literate. A similar ratio
can be devised for other topics such as the female/male ratio

of the percent urban, the female/male ratio of the labor force .

participation rate, and 8o on.

in the other instance, to analyze women'’s share in a particular
category or activity, ihe data can be used to calculate the per-
cent of all persons with a given characteristic who are women.
For example, it may b useful to calculate the female share of
the rura! labor force in a developing country. This measure would
be derived usingmenumbwofecommicaﬂyacﬁvenwal women
as the numeérator and the number of economically active rural

persons of both sexes as the denominator. Such a measure might
also be derived saparately for various age groups or for any other
characteristic. )
Of course, more conventional percent distributions aiso are
useful in many instances, such as a percent distribution of
women by marital status. Sometimes, just one percentage is 8
useful measure across countries, such as the single
among women ape 20 to 24 yvears. Many of these derived
measures lend themselves easily to graphic presentation as well.

Data Avallabiiity

Given the criteria established for the selection of statistics for
the WID Data Basae, it is not surprising that not all dste were
availsble for all countries. In many cases, even when data of
appropriate quslity wers available, they often did not fit the
established categories exactly. in order to provide a summary
of the amount and standardized nature of the statistics in the
data base, a tally was made of the number of rows and columns
of data in each table, and these resuits were compared to the
number of rows and columns in each standard table outline. The
tally for Asian countries is summarized in table B8.1.

Ordinarily, each country has 31 tables of data (in appendix
C there are 19 table numbers, but several tables have parts A,
B, and C, totalling 31 tables). If updated information has been
added. certain table numbers appear more than oncs, giving
some countries more than 31 tables. A standard table is one
whose number of rows and columns conforms to the outline.
An actusl table may be nonstandard for trivial reasons, for
example, because a8 single age category was ditferent from the
outline: or it may be nonstandard in significant ways, for exam-
ple, because data for only a total row were available when con-
siderably more detail was intended. A frequent reason for a
classification as nonstandard is the lack of a rural/urban
breakdown of the data. I

in the case of three countries, namely Kampuchea, North
Korea, and Vietnam, virtually no data st all were found aithough
these nations were nominally included in the WID Data Base.
For this reason, they were exciuded from the anslysls in this
report. In other cases, ro dsta were found on a particuler topic
foragivenoountw,ssmmsanmdbvmnmnbefofblsnkm
indicated on table B.1. The amount of missing data is especially
notable for Burma and Mainland China, aithough the Istter’s
recent release of 1982 census data has permitted inclusion of
statistics throughout this report. These deta are presently being
integrated into the WID Dates Base. With respect to perticular
topics, data on heeds of household by sex are especially lacking.
Further discussion of the quality and availability of data may be
faund in each chapter where the subject matter is presented in
detsil.

Additional information on the WID Data Base, including how
to access the computer file or obtain hard copy printouts, may
be obtained by addressing the Chief, Center for Intemational
Research, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233.
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Table B-1. Number of Tables in WID Data Base, by Country and Category

Region and country Total Standard Nonstandard Blank

MIDDLE SOUTH ASIA

M HQUKn

Bangladesh..c.ceceeeces 32 9 18
lndia.................. 33 9 19 .
| N’epal.................. 46 9 28

.Pakistan............... N 18 ~1{ .

Srf Lankad.eceecccceoces _ 45 17 3

EAST ASIA

China '
m‘nland............. 31 0 14 17
Ta‘“n............... 33 1 23 9

“o"g Kong...;‘......... 35 - 0 28 7

SWth KOI‘G&...-.......- ‘4 6 34 ‘

.EASTERN SOUTH ASIA

Bum................. 31 1 6 24

Indonesfa.c.cececcccence 35 13 20 2

m‘ays1a.............. ’ 32 9 19 4

Shilippinesc.ccecccces 38 12 22 4

1.hai]and..........i.... 37 11 21 5
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Tables in Women in
Development Data Base |

+

The Women in Development Data Base (see discussion in
appendix B) contains the following tables for eaci of 120 coun-
tries woridwide. For most tables, statistics for each country refer
* to the latest available year. Exceptions are tables 1 and 2, which
-+ gre presented for the Iatest two census ysars, send tables 8, 14A,
and 148, for which data are presented for a series of years. For
some countries, updated tabies are included if new informhation
became availabls after the initial date were compiled. For further
information on the WID Data Base, write the Chief, Center for
intemational Ressarch, U.S. Bureau of the Census, Washington,

D.C. 20233.
Tables

1. Unadjusted Population by Age, Sex, and Urban/Rural

Residence, 19 ___. (eariier census)
*

2. Unadjusted Population by Age, Sex, and Urban/Rural
Residence, 19____. (Iatest census)

3. Adjusted Population by Age and Sex, 19____. (earlier
census)

4. Adgjusted Population by Age and Sex.' 19____. (latest
census)

6. Population by Province, Sex, and Urban/Rural
Residence, 19___..

6A. Population by Ethnic Group, Sex, and Urban/Rural
Residence, 19____.

6B. Population by Religion, Sex, and Urban/Rural

Residence, 19____.
6C. Population by Nationglity, Sex, and Urban/Rural
Residence, 19___.
Q Fl

6D. Population by Language, Sex, and Urban/Rural
Residence, 19 __.

7. Life Expectancy at Selected Ages, by Sex and
Urban/Rural Residence, 19____.

8. Selected Mortality Measures, by Sex and Urban/Rural
Residence. 19___to 19 ___.

9. Percent of Native-born Population Born Outside of
Province of Current Residence, by Age and Sex,
19 ___.

10A. Total Population 10 Years Old and Over, by Marital
Status, Age, and Sex, 19____.

108. Urban Population 10 Years Old and Over, by Marital
Status, Age, and Sex, 19____.

10C. Rural Population 10 Years Oid and Over, by Marital
Status, Age, and Sex, 19____.

11. Minimum Legal Age at Marriage and Age at which
Specified Percent Are Ever Married, by Sex and
Urban/Rural Residence, 19____.

{
12. Number of Households by Size, Mean Size, and
Median Size, by Urban/Rural Residence, 19___.

13, Heads of Household 10 Years Old and Over, by Age,

Sex, and Urban/Rural Residencs, 19____.

L4

14A. Age Specific Fertility Rates (per 1000 women), by
Urban/Rural Residence, 19 to 19

148. Selected Fert.ility Measures, by Urban/Rural Residence,
19 to 19
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16A.

168.

15c.

16A.

168.

16C.

!

Number of Literate lemw 10 Years Oid and Over, by
Age, Sex, anc Urban/Rurat Residence, 19____.

Population Bases for Percentages in Table 15C,
19 .

Percentage Literate 10 Years Old and Over, by Age.
Sex, and Urbanmgpral Residence, 19___.

Number of Persons Envolled in School 5 to 24 Years
Old, by Age. Sex, and Urban/Rural Residence,
' 19_—0

Population Bases for Percentages in Table 16C,
19__.

Percentage Enrolled in School 6 to 24 Years Old, by

Age, Sex, and Urban/Rural Residence, 19___.

17A. Number of Economically Active Persons 10 Years Old

178.

17C.

18.

19.

and Over, by Age, Sex, and Urban/Rural Residence,
19 .

Population Bases for Percentages in Table 17C,
19 .

Percentage Economically Active 10 Years Old and
Over, by Age, Sex, and Urban/Rural Residance,
19 : ~

Economically Active Population by Status in Employ-
Urban/Rural Residence, 19___.

income Distribution and Median income, by Sex and
Urban/Rursl Rasidence, 19____.
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Appendix

Population by Age, Sex, and

Rural/Urban Residence

Many of the tables and figures in this report present rates and ratios for the population in particular
age groups. This appendix provides the populations upon which such rates and ratios are baged.

Populatlw:. and Rural/Urban Residence

/4

Unk"om aqe...........

1,001,340

1,372,934

938,093

137

1,288,130

63,247

. ! Total country Rural Urban

Country, year,

and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
Middle South Asia .
BANGLADESH: 1974
All ageS...ceeeeeese.. 34,407,012 37,070,709 31,672,231 33,532,178 2,734,781 3,538,531
Under 1 year..eseseess 945,192 941,307 872,883 869,938 72,309 71,369
1t0 4 yearS.eoeeoeees 5,112,479 5,073,577 4,738,783 4,692,269 373,696 381,308
5 t0 9 yearS..eeeecess 5,518,895 6,599,554 6,039,645 6,112,450 479,250 487,104
10 to 14 years...oeese 4,1 *,285 4,986,523 3,790,329 4,541,647 403,956 444,876
15 to 19 years..eeosee 2,754,554 3,153,753 2,484,587 2,§08,301 279,967 345,452
20 to 24 years..eeeoes 2, 9,514 2,416,169 2,264,468 2,062,611 231,046 353,558
25 t0 29 yearS..oeooee 2,512,054 2,353,447 2,306,749 2,028,850 205,305 324,597
30 t0 34 years....cees 2,027,419 2,035,787 1,870,025 1,786,765 157,394 249,022
35 to 39 years..eoeeee 1,779,674 2,034,787 1,648,025 1,809,777 131,649 225,010
40 to 44 yearsS...eecees 1,513,960 1,744,534 1,404,582 1,556,284 109,378 188,250
45.t0 49 yearS....eee. 1,097,466 1,379,287 1,023,113 1,245,974 74,353 133,313
50 tO 34 yearS...ecess 1,104,973 1,283,698 1,033,038 1,162,184 71,935 121,514
55 t0 59 yearsS...eeo.. 575,849 776,026 541,482 715,848 34,367 60,178
60 tc 64 years...coees 763,358 919,276 716,429 851,150 46,929 68,126
$5 years and over.....

84,854
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Total country Rural rban
Country, yedr,
and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
INDIA: 197]
ATl ages..coecocovonss 764,110,376 284,049,276 213,725,732 225,319,943 50,384,644 58,729,333
tinder | year..... coeos 8,713,147 8,306,375 6,819,570 6,877,322 1,393,577 1,429,053
"1 t0 8 YyeAlrS.seseerns . 31,142,453 31,897,541 25,632,994, 26,130,918 5,509,459 5,766,623
5 t0 9 yearS.sessoe ... 139,796,175 42,211,297 32,584,930 34,524,528 - 7,211,245 7,686,769
10 to 14 years...... .. 32,281,631 36,492,076 25,853,497 29,332,346 6,428,134 7,159,230
15 to 19 years........ 22,746,454 25,221,778 17,263,103 19,258,247 4,983,351 5,963,536
20 to 74 YRArS..eeenen 21,527,935 21,573,419 16,799,386 15,844,948 4,728,549 5,728,471
25 to 79 years........ 20,481,079 20,339,371 16,342,977 15,519,718 4,138,102 4,319,653
30 to 34 years........ 17,863,483 18,320,193 14,452,939 14,110,432 3,410,544 4,209,761
35 tn 39 years....... . 15,665,547 17,237,496 12,621,757 13,404,784 3,043,790 3,832,712
80 to 44 yearS..eecees 13,228,253 15,059,050 10,794,934  .i,754,428 2,433,319 3,304,622
45 tn 43 yearS...eees. 10,413,837 12,466,577 3,586,477 9,844,471 1,832,410 2,622,106
5) tn 54 years...... . 9,412,925 11,.13,534 7,785,243 8,943,448 1,627,632 2,170,086
55 tn 59 YeArS.sceeess 5,954,077 6,378,771 4,964,086 5,631,990 989,991 1,246,787
6J to hd years....... . 6,892,276 7,483,415 5,736,749 6,231,597 1,155,527 1,251,818
65 years and over..... 8,933,130 9,390,910 7,840,071 7,863,611 1,493,059 1,527,299
UNKNOWN 3YReesoesoeres 60,025 56,239 53,655 45,2717 6,370 10,96C
NEPAL: 1971
Al 34eS.eeeses covenes 5,738,730 5,317,203 5,525,493 5,568,552 213,287 248,651
Under 1 y@adr.eeeeoeees 146,464 144,437 140,735 139,567 5,729 5,870
1 Y 4 years..eeeeeees 697,948 646,161 673,312 622,793 23,736 23,368
5 L) 9 yBArS.seecesens 867,452 385,801 327,247 354,215 30,205 31,586
1) to 14 years,.ceeesee 544,192 703,023 570,105 675,436 24,087 27,587
19 t0 19 y2dr3.eceanse 499,966 547,493 473,739 519,991 21,227 27,502
20 ty 24 yedrs..... .o 503,653 466,022 483,447 438,516 20,206 27,506
25 ) ?9 y2AarS.seeeoee 473,999 456,297 456,381 433,364 17,609 22,933
3V to 34 yearsS..eeeees 425,70% 385,696 410,392 367,874 . 15,313 17,822
35 t) 39 YRAMS.eaeasens 358,407 336,381 345,5N4 370,385 12,903 15,996
3O to 34 years...eeee. 7,463 301,998 296,535 283,758 10,928 13,240
Ahy £ e YRArS e 215,577 245,521 207,364 235,965 7,713 9,556
5 £ 54 YOarSee.esees 196,530 204,304 139,351 195,515 7,179 8,789
B TN HA Y2ArS..eeeees 174,716 132,983 120,734 127,711 4,427 5,272
6 Y 63 years..... ves 155,749 138,441 150,515 133,264 5,274 5,177
n years ani over..... 181,824 172,645 175,072 166,198 6,756 6,447
NEAOWN 342 . eevceee cer - - - - - -
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Women of the World AppendixD 133
____Population by Age, Sex, and Rural/Urban Residence—Continued .
/
Total country Rural Urban

Country, year,

and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
NEPAL: 1976!

All ageS.cccecvccnccse 6,410,738 6,426,280

Under 1 year..ceeeess: 118,292 125,144

1 to 4 years..... cecre , 724,198 665,717
5 t0 9 yearS.cosaes cos 939,119 951,812

10 to 14 yearS...aa.e . 663,325 784,827

15 t0 19 yearS.eeeeess 595,310 619,887

20 t0 24 yearS..eeee. 598,860 527,130

25 t0 29 yoarS.veeeess 535,440 5C0,455

3U to 34 yearS.eeeeeese 480,422 431,466

35 to 39 yearS..... . 406,148 423,019

40 to 44 yearSeeseeeos 362,859 348,545
45 t0 49 yearS..ceeese 267,342 293,081

50 to 54 y@arS..eesees 226,405 249,081

55 t0 59 yearsS...eeass 148,574 156,067

60 to H4 years....... . 159,804 154,903
65 years and over..... 184,640 195,152
Unknown ag@...cccsssee - -

PAKISTAN: 1972

All 3QBS.eessesesseees 29,068,237 33,393,646 21,507,057 24,374,475 7,561,180 9,019,171
Under 1 y@ar..ceeesese 725,114 885,500 548,700 675,814 176,414 209,686
1to 4 yearSeoeeecenes 3,963,048 3,839,825 2,966,632 2,826,746 996,416 1,013,079
5 t0 9 yearS.ceeeesaos 4,814,625 5,316,861 3,600,791 3,998,269 1,213,834 1,318,592
10 to 14 years....c... 3,451,121 . 4,384,059 2,467,090 3,212,905 984,031 1,171,154
15 t0 19 yearS..eeaases 7,827,195 2,909,927 1,682,484 2,049,003 740,711 860,924
20 to 24 yearS.ceaeess 2,711,540 2,350,945 1,563,569 1,604,141 647,971 746,804
25 to 29 years..... ces 2,196,040 2,450,404 1,601,343 1,728,191 594,197 122,213
30 to 34 yearS..cceees 1,903,303 2,056,573 1,410,734 1,461,852 492,569 594,721
35 t0 39 yearS...eeses 1,539,054 1,790,693 1,134,119 1,272,109 404,935 518,584
40 to 44 years....ees- 1,417,332 1,645,256 1,070,115 1,166,601 347,217 478,655
45 t0 49 yearS..eeeess 1,044,292 1,283,493 800,569 924,265 243,723 359,228
50 to 54 yearS..ceecees 994,174 1,318,614 764,997 974,619 229,177 343,995
55 to 59 yearS.eeeesss 542,682 641,572 426,363 483,236 116,319 158,336
60 to 64 yearS..eecesee 730,718 1,041,546 570,513 808,111 160,205 233,435
65 years and over..... 1,111,999 1,478,378 898,538 1,188,613 213,461 289,765
Unknown ag€..esccosces - - - - - -

See footnote at end of table.



UNKNOown agRsesscocscse

305,107

338,860

140

134 Appendix O Women of the World
Total country Rural rvan
Country, year,
and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
SRI LANKA: 1971
All ageS.eeosecccocene 6,158,536 6,531,361 4,823,522 5,018,259 1,335,014 1,513,102
Under 1 yeareooeeocese 169,291 174,825 135,435 139,960 33,856 34,865
1 t0 4 yearS.ceesoccce 649,924 670,638 521,317 537,279 128,607 133,359
5 t0 9 YeArS.eeecocces 824,085 846,831 654,821 673,632 169,264 173,199
10 to 14 years..eeeeee 788,140 820,951 620,689 645,103 167,451 175,848
15 to 19 years..eeeecee 671,248 688,715 525,390 523,402 145,858 165,313
20 to 24 yearS..cceeee 631,115 639,574 490,667 466,459 140,448 173,115
25 t0 29 yearS.eceoeos 475,188 478,970 366,693 347,280 108,495 131,690
30 to 34 yearsS..eceeee 352,034 377,745 270,747 277,816 81,287 99,929
35 to 39 yearS.ceeec.e 358,567 366,884 281,180 276,754 77,387 90,130
40 to 44 yearS..eeeee. 271,876 314,343 209,420 235,970 62,456 78,373
45 t0 49 yearS.ceeeees 255,170 289,638 198,930 220,938 56,240 68,700
50 to 54 yearS...ceeee 190,991 227,034 146,455 172,035 44,536 54,999
55 t0 59 yearsSeeeeoees 157,305 192,183 122,028 149,441 35,277 42,742
60 to 64 yearS..coce.o 117,442 150,600 89,674 118,106 27,768 32,494
65 years and over..... 246,160 292,430 190,076 234,084 56,084 58,346
UnKNOwn ag€cceeccconee - - - - - -
SRI LANKA: 1981
All ageSeeevccecccvane 7,780,269 7,568,092 5,751,332 5,902,553 1,528,937 1,665,539
Under 1 year.cceceoose 198,727 207,323 164,407 171,817 34,320 35,506
1 t0 4 yEarSeeesssvose 709,407 741,807 584,272 612,066 125,135 129,741
5 t0 9 YyRarS.eeoesncss 831,549 857,907 671,803 694,678 159,746 163,229
10 to 14 yearS...eoeee 826.%\%ﬂ__~‘ 863,911 654,187 684,010 172,157 179,901
15 t0 19 yearS.oeceees 792,33 815,199 617,175 624,529 175,161 190,670
20 t0 24 yearS.ceeecse 756,461 753,338 591,173 565,070 165,288 188,268
25 t0 29 yearsS...eeeee 635,830 637,547 497,292 480,203 138,538 157,344
30 to 34 yearS.eeeeces 553,334 569,523 432,093 430,983 121,241 138,540
35 t0 39 yRarS..eeseee 415,722 423,003 325,261 321,131 90,461 101,872
40 to 44 years.e.ceeee 337,577 360,922 264,957 275,922 72,620 85,000
45 to 49 yearS..eeeeee 3n0,991 309,159 237,716 237,999 63,275 71,160
50 to 54 years..eoece. 258,390 284,167 200,888 218,568 57,502 65,599
595 t0 59 years...eeeee 200,682 221,528 155,576 171,904 45,106 49,624
60 to 64 yearsS..cceee. 157,822 183,903 121,687 143,793 36,135 40,110
65 years and over..... 232,847 269,881 72,260 68,979
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Appendix 0 138
Total country Rural Urban

Country, year, -

and age female Male Female Male Female Male
East Asia.

HONG KONG: 1981

All a0@S.cececcccococe 2,382,392 2,604,168 171,779 191,967 2,210,613 - 2,412,201
0t0 4 yearSeeeeeeeeos 185,733 202,950 15,872 17,219 169,861 185,731
5 t0 9 YearS.eeceeoeees 196,537 212,353 15,841 16,860 180,696 195,493
10 to 14 yearS.e-coee. 212,872 227,062 18,967 ~ 20,139 193,905 206,923
15 t0 19 yearS.ceeecee. 271,321 292,604 22,327 24,270 248,994 268,334
20 t0 24 yearS.ceecees 276,232 307,600 19,381 2,520 256,851 ~ 285,080
25 t0 29 yearS..ceceees 224,221 258,905 12,953 16,603 211,268 242,302
30 to 34 yearSeeeeceos 179,816 219,253 8,683 12,552 171,133 206,701
35 t0 39 yearS..eceooo 100,571 132,307 5,224 7,495 95,347 124,812
40 t0 44 yeArS.eceeecos. 109,701 140,808 6,434 8,048 103,267 132,760
45 t0 49 yearS..ceeeooe. 119,323 141,225 7,874 8,623 111,449 132,602
50 t0o 54 yearS..ececees 119,811 136,307 8,251 9,668 111,560 126,639
55 to 59 yearS.ceceeee 102,554 109,476 7,379 8,428 95,175 101,048
60 to 64 yearS..ceeee. 89,484 90,725 6,214 7,333 83,270 83,392
65 years and over..... 194,216 132,593 16,379 12,209 177,837 120,384
Unknom 398.....-..... - - - - - -
SOUTH KOREA: 1975

All 30@S.cceecercesees 17,233,726 17,445,246 8,833,536 9,072,002 8,400,037 8,369,909
0 to 4 yearSeeee avees 2,037,904 2,189 ,456 1,040,234 1,116,775 997,670 1,072,681
5 t0 9 yearSeeeeeoceoes 2,151,156 2,302,542 1,225,902 1,301,708 925,254 1,000,834 °
10 to 14 yearSeeeecee. 2,178,654 2,348,676 1,264,861 1,358,2221{ 913,792 990,443
15 t0 19 yearS..ceee.. 2,022,756 2,124,156 863,379 978,50 1,159,359 1,145,553
20 t0 24 yearS.eeceees 1,511,359 1,611,767 593,872 784,893 917,454 824,153
25 t0 29 yearSeeeecoos 1,235,707 1,271,743 478,770 539,396 756,921 731,969
30 t0 34 yearS..eecees 1,092,752 1,131,486 485,755 476,413 606,992 655,017
35 to 39 yearS.eeeceoe 1,077,695 1,111,449 540,249 531,256 537,439 580,158
40 to 44 yearS...ceee. 614,903 885,250 496,708 460,738 418,192 424 ,489
45 t0 49 yearS.ceesess 748,859 649,961 423,878 354,193 324,977 295,755
50 to 584 yearS...ceee. 620,715 576 ,664 367,961 335,128 252,754 241,532
55 t0 59 yearS..eceees 489,981 449,224 304,354 282,564 185,615 166,660
60 t0 64 yearS..ceeeooe 403,073 334,479 252,983 222,387 150,090 112,090
65 years aad over..... 748,212 458,387 494,620 329,817 253,528 128,569
UNKNOWS 30@.ececcoccee - 6 - - - 6



Women of the World

142

136 Appendix D ,
S
Po nb 9, Sex, and rban Residence —Continued
il -
L
, Total country Rural Urban
. Country, year, ' ,
- and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
SOUTH KOREA: 1930
All 3gES.esceccrerncee 18,657,509 13,749,306 7,945,902 8,051,460 10,711,607 10,697,846
Under 1 year.cesescecos 362,255 392,305 130,631 142,172 231,624 250,133
1t04 yearS.oeecoocee 1,468,474 1,571,658 605,243 643,615 853,231 928,043 .
5109 yearS.eeceocoes 2,138,133 2,282,813 975,820 1,025,242 1,162,313 1,257,571
10 to 14 yearS..ceceee 2,146,751 2,293,336 1,072,364 1,112,734 1,074,387 1,180,652
15 t0 19 yearS.ceecoes 2,052,756 2,186,973 774,522 876,851 1,278,234 1,310,122 .
20 t0 24 yearS..eeeees 1,985,909 2,067,729 614,463 840,450 1,371,446 1,227,279
25 t0 29 yearS.eecceos 1,541,207 1,540,965 482,034 - 502,949 1,059,173 1,038,016
30 to 34 yeArSeeeveees 1,225,708 1,293,533 408,160 428,679 817,548 864,854
35 t0 39 yearS..eecees 1,096,183 1,127,158 426,603 408,430 669,580 718,728
40 t0 44 yearS...eeees 1,051,194 1,080,457 479,148 460,734 572,046 619,723
45 t0 49 yearS..eceeee 913,154 868,659 462,879 417,674 450,275 450,985
50 to 54 yearS.ceeeeoe 716,759 609,166 381,815 315,204 334,944 293,962
55 t0 59 yearS.eceececos 603,556 - 521,797 334,286 293,017 269,270 228,780
60 t0 64 yeArS.ceeeees 443,835 373,222 256 ,507 227,921 192,328 145,301
65 years and over..... 906,633 539,481 541,426 355,787 365,207 . 183,694
UNKNOWN 3g@.secsecocess 2 4 1 1 1 3
TAIWAN: 19751
All 30€Seecreccescncos 7,305,046 8,401,137
0 t0 4 yearSeseeecceos R74 ,347 929,086
5109 yearS.eecescoos 995,076 1,048,520
10 to 14 yearS..ceeveos 1,024,273 1,077,118
15 t0 19 years..eeceee 962,345 1,004,425
20 to 284 yearSeeeecees B47,125 865,236 .
25 t0 29 yearS..eeeeoe 576,407 571,582
30 to 34 yearS.eeceeos 460,199 456,394
35 t0 39 YeArSeeeceeos 454,766 453,670
40 to 44 yearS.eeecees 390,952 446,790
45 t0 49 yearSeeeeccess 331,942 486,117
50 to 54 yearS..eeeees 259,087 380,657
55 t0 59 yearS.ceececeos 190,258 252,255
60 to 64 yearSeeeeeece 161,901 198,344
65 years and over..... 276,368 230,943
UNKNOWN 3J2.ceecccrces - -
See footnote at end of table,
&
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Total country Rural Urban
Country, year, -
and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
TAIWAN: 1980
Al a0eS.seccvccrscece 8,587,082 9,362,026
Under 1 year..eececose 187,947 201,217
1to4 years...ceceeee 793,974 847,094
5 t0 9 yearSe.eeceesses 881,325 931,779
10 to 14 yearSeeeeveos 934,892 988,678
15 to 19 yearS..eeee.. 995,702 1,047,561
20 t0 24 yearS...e.o.. 963,805 995,912
25 t0 29 yearSaeeieaess 858,412 904,394
30 t0 34 yearSeeecoess 569,442 607,164
35 t0 39 yearSeeeecess 436,337 462,369
40 to 44 yearSeeceeees 431,569 447,773
45 t0 49 yearSee.cos.. 375,345 433,709
50 to 54 yearS..eeeees 326,488 481,310
55 t0 59 yearS..cecess 265,402 233,823
60 to 64 years........ 203,799 267,249
65 years and over..... 362,643 361,994
Unknown a4@eceecovecse - -
Eastem South Asia
BURMA: 1973
All ageS.....ee0.0e.0. 14,200,681 14,127,139 10,898,601 10,671,422 3,392,080 3,455,717
0to 4 yearS..eeeooess 2,285,065 2,308,503 1,744,671 1,755,899 540,394 552,604
5 t0 9 yearSe.ccesooes 1,954,426° 1,979,798 1,542,594 1,507,902 411,832 471,896
10 to 14 yearSe..eoe.. 1,704,072 1,717,692 1,295,099 1,300,426 408,973 417,266
15 to 19 years....ce.. 1,469,067 = 1,445,038 1,110,561 1,078,329 358,506 366,709
20 t0 24 yearS.eeeeees 1,195,435 1,156,182 898,841 851,684 296,594 304,498
25 t0 29 yearsS.eeoceoe 942,764 915,316 709,069 674,863 233,695 240,453
30 t0 34 yearSeeeecese 831,050 . 809,101 626,357 599,893 204,693 209,208
35 t0 39 yearS...oeeee 800,722 -786,877 606 ,456° 590,521 194,266 196,357,
40 t0 44 yearS.eeecese 709,118 703,124 538,783 533,536 170,335 169,538
45 t0 49 yearS.eeeeees 602,981 599,378 458,207 456,482 144,774 142,896
50 t0 54 years...eesee 498,965 492 €38 378,841 374,577 120,124 118,061
55 t0 59 YyeaArS.eeeeese 410,430 400,274 312,998 307,326 97,432 92,948
60 to 64 yearS.eeeeese 323,813 310,216 247,639 241,°70° 76,174 68,346
, 65 years and over...., 562,773 503,002 428,485 398 175 134,288 104,887
Unknown 392 ...eceed0es - * - - - - -
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Unknom dge...........

164,373

106,569

123,745

Rural Urban

Country, year, .

and age Female Male Female Male Female Male
INDONES:N: 1971

All ages.......ce0eee0. 60,029,206 8,338,644 49,765,244 48,137,229 10,263,962 10,201,415
Under 1 year...eeecees 1,235,514 1,258,093 977,613 988,959 257,901 269,134
1tod years...o...... 8,257,021 8,348,005 6,944 ,893 6,994,043 1,312,128 1,354,022
5 0 9 YyearS.eseocoses 9,236,857 . 9,525,224 7,815,119 8,058,980 1,421,738 ° 1,466,244
10 to 14 yearS........ 6,876,167 7,353,370 5,573,199 6,081,641 1,252,968 1,271,729
15 to 19 yearS...eeese 5,737,387 5,587,606 4,530,528 4,399,650 1,207,359 1,187,956
20 t0 24 yearS..oeeses 4,429,441 - 3,601,830, 3,524,617 2,736,243 904,824 865,587
25 t0 29 yearS..oeeese 4,947 ,147 3,977,739 4,126,747 3,208,331 820,400 769,408
30 to 34 yearS..eeeeo- 4,213,681 3,689,877 3,522,963* 3,012,285 690,718 677,592
35 to 39 yearSeeeccoes 4,031,278 3,947,886 3,381,714 3,338,049 . 649,514 609,837
40 to 44 yearS..eeee-. 3,037,799 3,063,990 2,552,175 2,549,751 485,624 514,239
45 t0 49 years........ 2,222,758 2,426,868 1,864,182 2,041,221 358,576 385,647
50 t0 54 yearS........ 1,961,054 1,902,778 1,663,729 1,605,600 297,325 297,178
55 to 99 years........ 1,099,943 1,126,094 922,867 943,131 177,076 182,963
60 to 64 yearS...ce.e. 1,756,172 1,082,325 1,081,784 936,341 174,388 145,984
65 years and over,.... 1,578,535 1,439,842 1,283,113 1,243,003 245,422 196,839
Unknown age..ceceoveese 8,002 7,057 - 1 1 8,001 7,056

" MALAYSIA: 1970

Al] 34eSeveevsosrsrces 5,120,906 5,198,418 3,742,652 3,796,418 1,378,254 1,402,000
Under 1 year.ceeeeoeess 155,555 162,513 120,215 125,643 35,340 36,./0
1] £9 4 yearS.veeseoesee 645,965 672,211 500,667 519,145 . 145,298 153,066
509 yedrSeeeeaasoss 791,013 825,075 601,701 627,126 189,317 197,899
10 to 14 yRParS.eeceess A32 ,510 703,514 501,542 515,809 180,968 187,705 .
15 t0 19 years.ceeceee 569,500 555,511 397,495 382,028 172,005 173,483
20 to 24 yeATrS.eseceese 436,467 419,219 296 ,685 282,266 139,782 136,944
25 t0 29 yearS..ceceee. 327,998 323,351 230,810 225,783 97,188 97,568
30 to 34 yearS.eeesess 313,925 309,815 224,567 ‘220,915 89,359 88,900
35 to 39 yearS..eeese. 256,328 245,040 185,931 176,085 70,397 68,955
40 to 44 yearS...cees. 219,029 220,533 159,745 159,773 59,284 60,760
45 t0 40 yearS.eceeeoes 184,195 180,924 136,339 132,584 47,856 48,340
50 tn 54 yearsS....ee.. 158,291 164,804 116,807 121,299 41,484 43,505
‘55 t0 59 YPArS.eseesss 121,373 135,571 86,201 93,388. 35,172 37,183
60 to H4 yearS,.eeeee. 106,266 116,023 77,378 85,829 28,838 30,194
65 years and over..... 152,485 45,916 40,628

-
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: Total country Rural yrban
Country, year,

and age Female Male Female Male Female Mala
PHILIPPINES: 1975
Al ages,.eeeeeesess.. 20,794,436 21,276,224 14,041,679 14,722,900 6,752,757 6,553,324
Under 1 year....eeeoee A9 ,992 623,585. 424,482 446,406 165,510 177,179
1 t0 4 yearS..eoeveees 2,566,352 2,700,837 1,840,969 1,933,644 725,383 767,193
5 t0 9 years...oeeenee 3,081,185 3,249,452 2,208,807 2,334,007 872,378 915,445
10 to 14 yearS...oees. 2,786,378 2,395,474 1,947,180 2,058,922 839,198 - 836,552
15 to 19 yRars........ 7,496,148 2,454,432 1,583,364 1,683,426 912,784 171,006
20 to 24 yearS....e... 1,943,785 1,853,903 1,189,981 1,225,586 753,804 668,317
25 t0 29 YeArS..eceoss 1,491,434 1,491,032 934,388 953,970 556 ,546 537,062
30 to 38 years...eee.s 1,165,517 . 1,163,945 768,905 177,176 396,612 386,769
35 t0 39 yearS..eeeees 1,098,409 1,112,361 737,410 758,617 360,999 353,744
40 to 44 yearS........ 854 ,586 874,089 572,770 596,025 281,816 278,064
45 to 49 yearsS.....c... 726,757 751,499 492,902 516,013 233,85 235,486
50 to 54 yRarS..ecesss 5h8,374 582,036 382,950 401,934 186,024 180,102
59 to 59 yearS..cecses. 444,742 469,678 300,924 328,814 143,818 140,854
60 tn A4 yRArS..0veeee 183,633 408,277 257,890 285,574 125,743 122,703
65 years and over..... 796,544 £05,624 398,257 422,776 198,287 182,848
UnKknown ayC.eeececesoss - - - - - -
THAILAND: 1970
AlT 34@S.eesausaneanees 17,273,512 17,123,862 14,977,880 14,866,794 2,296,032 2,257,068
gnder 1 year..eeeeeess AN3,753 612,132 545,782 551,750 57,971 60,382
] 10 4 years..oeeeeess 2,192,479 2,250,806 1,969,923 2,018,712 222,556 232,004
5 t0 9 yearS.ceeeesess 2,605,723 2,679,168 2,310,340 2,373,435 295,383 305,733
10 to 14 yearS..ieeesss ? 4252 ,650) 2,309,549 1,952,145 2,005,197 300,505 304,352
15 t0 19 yRarS.eeesese 1,385,371 1,832,177 1,588,370 1,549,904 297,001 282,273
20 tu 24 yeArS..vesese 1,361,717 1,321,641 1,133,263 1,104,986 228,454 216,655
25 tn 29 YeaArS.eeeeess 1,143,377 1,098,083 965,378 926,551 177,499 171,532
30 1) 34 yRArS.cseseee 1,077,088 1,047,323 917,126 889,019 159,962 158,304
35 t0 39 yRarSeseceses 957,607 952,959 824,961 820,279 132,646 132,730
40 to 84 years........ 766,332 774,328 63,625 669,362 102,707 104 ,966
45 t0 49 yearS..ecess 597,354 599,113 520,314 522,049 77,140 77,069
5) t0 54 yeArS.eeesess 439,794 472,18% 423,564 407,758 66,230 64,427
93 to 59 years........ ani,731 388,328 347,997 337,875 53,734 50,453
60 to 64 YyeArS...eeeee 124,223 300,801 282,043 263,391 42,180 37,410
65 yaars and over..... 892,387 463,613 513,059 407,835 79,328 55,778
UNKNOWN 392 .eeeecercces 21,826 21,651 19,090 13,741 2,736 2,910

Vygey are nat avadlahle by rusrdal/urban residence,
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Appendix

Abbreviations

ASFR: Age-specific fertility rate (the average annual number

of births to women in a given age group during e specified
periodoftimepeﬂoocwomenhthesamagegmup.

based on midperiod population).

.CBR: Crude birth rate (the average annual number of births

during a specified period of time per 1,000 persons, based
on midperiod population).

CiR: Center for International Research, U S. Bumau of the

Census. Washington, D.C.

F/M ratio: Ratio of the female value to the male value for a
given characteristic (for example, the ratio of the female pe'
cent literate to the male percent literate).

GNP: Gross national product (the total value of all final
goods and services produced in an economy during a specified
period of time, including net factor income from abroed).

GRR: Gross reproduction rate (the average number of
daughters born per woman in a group of women passing
through the childbearing years and experiencing a given set
of age-specific fertility rates. This rate implicitly assumes that
all the women live to the end of the childbearing years. See
also NRHi.

1L0: International Labour Office, United Nations. Gensva.

IMR: infant mortality rate (the number of deaths to infants
under 1 year of age per 1,000 live births occurring in the same
calendar year).

NA: Data not available.

NRR: Net reproduction rate (a refinement of the gross repro-
duction rate that allows for mortality of women from birth
to the end of their reproductive years). -

L

SPC: South Pacific Commission. Noumea New Caledonia.

TFR: Total fertility rate (the average number of children that
would be born per women if all women lived to the end of

their childbearing years and bore children according to a given
set of age-specific fertility rates).

U.N.: United Nations.

UNESCAP: United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific. Bangkok.

UNESCO: United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization. Paris.

USAID: United States Agency for Intemational Development.
Washington, D.C.

WFS: Worid Fertility Survey.
WID: Women in Development.

WiID Data Bsse: Women In Development Data Base (a project
of the U.S. Bureau of the Census).

WiID Office: Office of Women In Development, Bureau for

Program and Policy Coordination, U.S. Agency for Intema-
tional Development. Washington, D.C.
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