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In October 1982, 1 out of every 10 persons age 16 ywars and older
participated in postsecondary educations This report describes the
characteristics of the 18.2 million persons who partigipated in
postsecondary education activities. It presents the ique types of data
on postsecondary education that only surveys of individuals (as opposed tb

ol surveys of institutions) can provide, such as:
N
Bection I ® participation rates of population groups and an
. unduplicated count of participints in postsecondary
, . education - ) .
S8ection IIX ®* a breakdown of postsacondary participants by type or goal

of their education (as defined in appendix A, table t);
- working towards an academic degree, :
- working towards 4 vocational degree/certificate,
— taking classes for reasons other than to gobtain a
) credentidl (continuing education)
Section IEI ® a description of the social and labor force
charaétorfstlc. of persons participating in each segment

n

* .
The data were cdllogpod from a sample of households by the Bureau of the
Census in the October 1982 Current Population SBurvey (CPS).!

* .
TSee the appendixes for more information on the CPS qu.s&iqnnairc, the sample,
methodology, and definitions of terms. The appendixes also contain the numbers
‘on which all percents in this text were calculated, and a discussion of how to
calculate the cvonfidence intervals for the percents. Ditfbrcnco- between two
estimates, were mantioned in the text only if the difference was significant at
th{ 95 percent confidence level. - :
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I.  Population Participation Rates in Postsecondary Education
- - l

!

The region of the country with the highest proportion of the population
participating in postsecondary education was the West. In this region,
postsecondary partjcipants Accounted for almost 1) percent of the adult

population- (chart 1). Although a relatively large percent of the population in
the West was involved in academic and vocational education, the percent who took

continuing education classes was exceptionally high compared with other regi%na

of the country (appendix table 2). ‘

3

Chart t. -- tsecondary education (PSE) pcfiicipnnt-, by region of the United
' tates: October 1982
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Among subgroups of the adult popliation there were some notable differences in
participation rates. A slightly laxger proportion of adult women (11 percent)
participated in postsecondary education compared to adult men (10 percent).
Although in age groups under 25, participation rates for men and women were
similar, in age groups over 25, women d significantly higher participation
rates than men. Among racial groups,|white women and black women had higher
participation-rates than their male co terparts. On the other hand, women in
the "other racial group” catoqory2 had/ a lower participation rate than men.
Overall, persons in the “other racial group” category had a higher participation
rate (17 perceant) than both whites (17 percent) and blacks (9 percent). The low
participation rate of blnck.»ug:\pr;iarily a result of a very low participation
rate in the continuing ed tion Wegment of postsecondary education (appendix
table :4). :

/

§ingle adults had a very 1gh participation rate in po-t.econda;y education (23
percent). By contrast, ¢nly about .6 percant of the persons who were or had been
married beforq were parti pants. (This reflects to some extent the fact that
many persons postpone marrilage until their education 1-'co-plotod.)

' N
The ove ew of participa¥ion rates in postsecondary education indicates that
women , :rb dless of age; race, or marital status, have higher participation
rates in gener than tHeir male counterparts. However, comparison of
participation rxates of en and msen by type of postsecondary education shows

that women have a lower ticipation rate in academic education, a similar rate
in wvocational education, ahd a higher rate in oontinninq_oduontion. ,
( ~\ -
Type of Percent of Percent of
postsecondary all women 16+ who all men 16+ who
‘&b education participated in: participated in:
Academic ........ 5.1 - 2 /
Vocational ....., 2.3 2.1
Contipuing ...... 3.7 - 2.2

The participation rate in continuing education wam higher for women than for men
regardless of labor force status. Even among women and men who worked full-time, k-
the participation rate ‘'in continuing education for women (5.2 percent) wasg almost
double the rate for men (2.8 percent) (unpublished tabulations).

~

4 -

This group is comprised of Asians, Pacific Islanders, American Indians,
Aleuts, and Eskimos.
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II. Participﬁg‘ion in Academic, Vocational, and Continuing l’.g‘ucatigg

Tl

» L _
In this analysis, the 18.2 million participants 1in pb.;.coondnry education
were classified by NCIQ"nbo three mutually axclusive categories based on

their roportod.gggl‘or.ogjoctiv. of their education: _
% \&‘ N

(1) an academic degree : _

(2) a vocatiopnl degree, certificate, license, or other credential

(3) courses taken for persohal/job Sevelopment, or for social or
Yecreational reasons--not to Obtain any type of credential
(continuing education)3 '

In October 1982, 51 pPercent of all postsecondary education participints, or
9.2 million -tudont-,'roportod that they were seeking an academic degree .
Another 21 percent of all postsecondary students said they were working to,
obtain a vooational.credential, such A% a certificate, license, or an
Associate degree in a specific ocoupational area. The remaining 28 percent
were involved in continuing education, i.e., they were either taking
non-credit courses, or taking college credit courses but not working for
any type of degree (chart 2 and appendix A, table 1).

N

%/

>,
o
Chart 2. -~ Distribution of postsecondary education participants by the
primary goal of education: October 1982 =
o )
~ ! CONTINUING - o -
' be 2 ) ' - .‘-‘__:u ‘i:‘w‘;;v\- ot Yy
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“In order to provide an unduplicated count of postsecondary participants,
persons who were involved in more thap one pector of postsecondary - a
education were only counted in one category, with precedence given in .

)

the order listed above. See appendix B for more informatipn.
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Within each segment of postasecondary education? students were working
toward d{fferent levels or types of credentials. . Of the more than 9
million students in academic postsecondary educstion, 67 percent were
purguing a bachelor's degree. Another 12 percent were in an associate
degtee program studying” a general oxr arts and etiences curriculum, work
that is usually creditable toward a bathelor's degree. 'The remaining 21
cent were working for a post baccalaureate degrse, such as a ster's,
d&tor's, or first-professional dégree (M.D., D.D.S,-D.Q}H., law, etc.).
. \ ~

Of the 3.8 million postsecondary vocational students, 44 percent vofe
taking courses to earn a vocational certificate:, and 43 pdrccnt ware

working toward an agsociate degree in an occupaticnal curriculum. The
remaining 13 ?or%?nt were taking courses to obtain ar rensw a license.

Of the 3.2 million continuipq educatlion students, 83 per é_iero taking
non-credit cpurses. 'The remaining 17 percent were taking credit courses
but were not working for a degree. Although most continuing education e
students were taking courses .for personal plon-uro; development, or general
education, 3 out of 10 students indicated they were taking courses
specifically to impYrove thc{.r job skills (unpublished tabulation).

~ >

Charactéristics of Btudents in Kach Type of Postsecondary Kducation

This section deecribes the student composition for each type of
postsecondary sducation in terms of sex, race, age group, -urigpl status,
laborx forg:o status, and region (chart 3).

.

Academic Students L,

Academic students were absut evenly split between men and women. )
Blacks copstituted 10 percent of a]l academic postsecondary students in
Oc\ober 1982, lower than their representation in the general adult
population (11 percent). Although traditional patterns of college
participation have begun to shift toward increasing enrollments of older
students, the majority of students in academic postsecondary education in
October 1982 were under 24 years old, never married, and not in the labor
force. Of all academic postsecondary students, 67 percent were between the
Ages of 16 and 24, and another 23 percent were 'in the 25- to 34-year-old
age bracket. Thus, 9 out of 10 students in academic postsecondary
education were under 35 years old.

been married. Another 22 percent of the total was comprised of married

Almost t ‘:{tourtha of the academic students reported that they had never
students;, and the remaining 5 percent were divérced, widowed, Oor separated.

Almost half of all academic postleconbary students were not working -- 42
percent were not in the labor force (1.e., they were not employed nor
looking for work) and 5 percent were unemployed (but were 1dPking for
work). dedly-nino percent were emp*oyhd part-tin&,afnd 24 percent were
employed full+time. - .

3
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Vocational Students

fy
«

]

Women accounted for over half (55 pegcent) of the 3.8 milllon postsecondary
vocational students. Blacks represented 12 percent of vocattional student® .
at the postseCondary level. Like thoee pursiing academic degrees,
vocational students at the postsecondary level were a rather young
population. About halt of all postsecondary vocational students were
betwean the ages of 16 and 24, and about another quarter were 25 to 34

- years old. Thus, persons under the age of 35 accounted for roughly
three-fourths of all postsecondary vocational students.

Postsecondary vocational studin;- were almost evenly split between those
s who had never been married and those who were or had been married.
- Two—-thi of all postsecondary vocational students were'working elther
full- 6r part-time. Forty-four percent were full-time employees and 22
percerit were employed part-time. Twenty-f{ive percent were not in the labor
force and 8 percent were unemployed. ’
L]

Continuing Education Students

About two-thirds\af the estimated 5.2 million continuing education
participants were women. Blacks were substantially underrepresented 1in
this segment of postsecondary education. While comprising 11 percent of
the adult population, blacks accounted for less than S percent of all
continuing educattion participants.

Unlike other segments of Pastsecondary education, only a small proportion
(16 percent) of the participants in continuing education were J6 to 24
years 0ld. The greatest concentration of continuing education students (32
percent) wag in the 25-"to 34-year-old group. An additionhl 22 percent
ware 35 to 44 ySarse 0ld, 14 percent were between 45 and 54, and 16 percent
. Were over 55 years old. .
! Consistent with the age distribution of continuing education participants
T el is the fact that nearly two-thirds of these students were married and 1§ g
'~ X, percent were divorced, widowed, or separated. Only about a fifth had never
been married. Bimilarly, over half (57 percent) of continuing education
participants were full-time employees and another 14 percent were employed
part-time. . About, 4 percent were unemployed, while 25 percent of continuing
t’ education students were not in the labor force.

A K .k - )
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—— Distribution of postsecondary students, by type of

- Chart 3. education and
by sex, race, marital status, age group, labor foroce status, and
geographic region: October 1982 -- continued
v . |
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by the'-ocial and labor force characteristics shown in chart 3. While the number
of men and women was about the same in the academic sector, woman slightly -~
outnumbered men in vocational education and pvervhelaingly outnumbered men in
continuing education. Compared with white students, black students were more
likely to be involved in vocational education and much less likely to be invdlved
in continuing education. There were .lJprodictAblo patterns of participation
in postsecondary education by age. Generally, as lg\. increased, participation in
academic education decredsed, while participation in continuing education

increased. )

Participation in the three types of postsecondary education varied con-idcrablyJ

\

Reflective of the age campositions, the overvhelming majority of academic
students were single, while the overwhelming majority of continuing education
participants were married. In voc tional education, the number of persons who .
had never been married was about ¢t sams as the number who were or -had been
married. In terms of employment characteristics, academic students were qui
different fram vocational and continuing education students. About two-thir of

he vocational and cohtinuinq\oducnt:tén participante combined their educagion
L&h eaployment, while only about half of the academic *students worked while
attending college- ’

-

For More Information N

The nppcndl; tables provide additional data on the characteristics of
postsecondary education participants by sex. For further technical information
on this report, or to obtain the papers cited in footnote S (appendix B), contact
Susan Hill, telephone (202) 254-5470.

R ) .
Thie report was prepared by Maris Owings (nn{hr contract) and Susan mill, )
Division of Postsecondary and Vocatiénal Education Statistics. tional ocopies
are available fr the Statistical Information Office, Mational Center for
Education Butinzcl, Room 600, 1200 "19th Btreet w., lg.hlngton, D.C. '210200;

telephone (202) 254-6057. ) A .-
- \ N
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APPENDIX A. -~ Tables

4 Table 1. —— Definitions and numbers of postsecondary education

- participants, by primary goal or type of education: October
1982
s \ * 4
Table 2. -- Participants in postsecondary education, by type of education

and region of the United States: October 1982

Table ). -~ Participation in postsecondary education, by sex, age
group, race, maritdl status, and labor force status: October
1982 J . '

. Table 4. -- Distribution of participants in postsecondary academic,:
vocational, and continuing education, by race and sex: October
, '982 - , r

Table 5. —— Distribution of participants postsecondary academic,

vocatjonal, and .continuing eduflation, by age group and 'cx:)

October 1982

Table 6. —- Distribution of participants in .po-t'locondary academic,
. I vocational, and continuing education, by marital status and sex:
October 1982 w )
Table 7. — Distribution of participants in postsecondary academic,
vocational, and continuing education, by labor foroe status and
sex: October 1982

i . \\.__' ’ -
APPENDIX B. -- BSource and Reliability of Estimates
~ ) (B y 1.
Bource of the Data ’
:  Relfability of Sample Estimates 2

Standard Krror Tables and Their Uuw

\

APPENDIX C. ~- Survey Form (October 1982 Current Population Burvey)
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Appendix R . ; »

Table L.--Definitions and numbere of ﬁoutuecondary education participants by

I

primary goal or type of education: Octobet 1982

Number

(in thousands)

172,682

18,206

9,243

1,107

~ 6,166

1,969

3,787

BEST COpPY

Definition of population

Total Population Coverage-—estimates in thie

.or degree, including: , -

report include all persons 16 years of age and
older in the civilian noninstitutionalired
population of the United States during October
1982.

Postsecondary Education Participants--persons who
have either completed secondary school or are
beyond the age of compulsory education and are
involved in any educational activit ‘for the
purpose of earning an academic degyee or diploma,
a vocational degree, certificate or other
occupational license, or for peirsonal/job
development or social/recreational purpose.

TYPES OF POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION PARTICIPANTS:

Academic Students--postsecondary education
participants pursuing coursework, either full- or
part-time, which advances them toward an Z_")
undergraduate, gr.dult. or protoooionll deyr
including:

-- students working for assogiate degrees }n
a general or an arts and sc{ences
curriculum (wvhich may be partially or
campletely creditable toward a bachelor's
degree))

4

-- students working for bachelor's degrees,;

-- postbaccalaureate students working for
master's, doctor's, or first-professional
degrees (M.D., D.D.S., D.V.M., law, etc.))

Vocational: Studente--postsecondary education -
participants taking coursework (either full- or
part-time) in an occupational or technical field
for the purpose of obtaining a vocational
credential, such as a vocational certificats,
occupaticnal license, or other vocational diploma

\
* “~

-11- 12'



hppcndix A ' - ’
Table 1.--Definitions and numbers of postsecondary education participants by
fz” primary' goal or type of educatioh: October 1982-—cont {nued
. « L]
[ - A ) ) a
~ . " Number . : oy
(in thousands) Vefined population

-

™ 1,636 —— students working for associate degrees in
- programs delignod to prepare them for -
' : employment id a specific occupational field
: (ive., pursuing a terminal occupational .
degree; coursework may or may not be
applicable toward a bachelor's dégree);

- ® 1,653 " —- students working for vocational
» . certificates or awards (i.e., following a-
v . . nonacademic curriculum requiring from a -
. ; few montRs to 3 years of study, often in,
- ‘colloq.l, business, trade or vocational
v schools); - g

\ i 498 = —= persons taking courses to obtain or renew
' » an occupational license.

5,177 ontinuing Education Students--postsecondacy . .

ucation participants not otherwise ola.iitl@

, s academic or vocational students who were -

Q o taking college .credit courses but not seeking a

! . - degree or\who were taking noncredit courses for

- personal dgvelopment or social/recreational
purposes (excluding adult basic education courses
to improve Basjc skills in‘reading, writing, br
arithmetic). Continuing oducltlo\'pnrti' ipants
include: -

o
968 == persons enrolled in college credit courses
which could be applied towards a degree,
but who were not presently seeking a
degree; ' ‘
4,308 ‘ ~=- persons taking courses for acadeamic
v enrichment, general knowledge, personal/job
— development, or pleasure, not with the
intention of obtaining a certificate,
diplama, degree, or license.

- ]

NOTE.--Detaile may not 444 to totals because of rounding..

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center t%r Education Statistics
- (NCES), tabulativhs from the NCES education supplement to the October
1982 Current Population Burvey conducted ' by the Bureau of the Census.

\ \ v s |
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-Appendix A

. Table 2.--Participants in postsecondary
region of the United States:

R

education, by type of education and L;7
October 1982

(Numbers in thousands)

d\\
x Percent
Total } of subgroup
" Ropulation Postsecondary population
Region 16 years participants participating
' and older B in postsecondary
. . education
[

United States ........ 172,882 18,206 : 10.5
Northeast .............. 38,058 » 3,984 © 10.5"
North central .......... 43,796 4,504 10.3

. 3
South ........ e e i . 57,827 5,539 9.6

1'.' - ) ¢
West ........... teeonane 33,201 4,180 e 12.6
Q‘ - L2
............................ T mm- -
j ' Number and percent of subgroup population participating
in each type of postsecondary education
—
}
’ - Academic Vocational Continuin
NMumber Percent Sumber Percent Wumber Percent
of pop. of pop. of pop- .
|

Unlt.d States ovseero o ’,2‘? 503 ",1.7 2.2 S, 177 3.0

4
Northeast ............ .. \, 155 5.7 766 2.0 , 1,063 2.8
North central .......... T 2,300 5.3 891 2.0 1,312 3.0
South ........... ceepe.. 2,885 5.0 1,268 2.2 1,385 2.4

West L A L T ‘,902 5.7 862 2.6 ',"6 4.1

a

NOTES.--(1) Details may not add to totals because of rounding.
(2) Bee chart 1 for the States included in each region.

SOURCE: "U.S8. Department of Education,

National Center for Education Statistics

(NCES), tabulations from the NCES education supplemant to the October
1982 Current Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census.

14 . )
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Appendix A
-t
Table 3.--Pagticipation in postsecondary education, by sex, age group, race,
marital status, and labor force status: October 1982 -
% {Numbers in thousandes)
T » ' " ’ Percent ) 4
of subgroup
\ Item . Total population Postsecondary participants population in
.~ Number Percent Numb er>r Percent postsécondary
L . distribution . distribution education
, N\ -\ -
Total population* . : *
ages 16+......... 172,882 "100.0 18,206 100.0 . 10.5
Men ............. ~. 81,798 47.3 8,149 44.8 10.0
16-24 ............. 17,937 10. 4 4,323 23.7 24.1
]
25-34 ............. 18,879 10.9 2,242 12.3 11.9
3544 ............. 13,606 7.9 836 4.6 6.1
45-54 ............. 10,710 6.2 400 2.2 3.7
55-64 ............. 10,230 . 5.9 258 1.4 2.5
65+ ...,....... oe- 10,431 6.0 91 0.5 1.0
Women ........... 91,083 52.7 10,057 55.2 11.0
16424 ............. 18,514 10.7 4,567 25.1 24.7
25-34 ....... e 19,802 1.5 2 /648 14.5 13.4
35-44 . ... ....... 14,406 8.3 1,430 L 1-9 © 9.9
45-54 ...... cesenas 11,520 6.7 755 4.1 6.6
55-64 ......... ceas 11,718 6.8 407 2.2 3.5
65+ ............. 15,123 8.7 249 i M | ’df? 1.6
R e T - s
White ............. 149,834 86.7 15,863 87.1 10.6
Men ........ EEEEE 71,367 41.)3 7,119 +39. 1 - 10.0
Women ........... 70,465 ; 45.4 - 8, 744 48.0 1.1
Black ........ . 18,720 10.8 : 1,622 8.9 8.7
Men ....... P e 8,33) 4.8 640 3.5 7.7
Women ...... e 10,387 6.0 982 5.4 9.5
<"
Lther ... .. .. .. 4,322 , 2.5 720 4.0 16.7
Hen ------------- 2l 093 ‘l 2 . 390 2. ‘ . ‘86‘6
Women ...... (3. . 2,230 1.3 4 350 1.8 3 14.8 )
..................... '— - - e e - e e - - - - ek - - - -N- - - e e -
(continued on next page)
| -14- ,
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Table 3. ~~?art1c1pation rates in pont:acondar& education, by se§j>ngq group,
facc, marital status, And labor force status: October 1982--continued

.

(Numbers in thousands)

-

Al

Percent
., of subgroup
Item - Total population Postsecondary participants population in
: Nuaber Percent Number Percent posteecondary’
i { distribution di-trgggﬁion education
W Married .......... 102,337 59.2 6,874 31.8 6.7
Men ......... .. 51,206 29.6 2,929 Y "16.1 5.7
Women .......... 51,101 ‘ 29.6 . 3,945 21.7 7.7
Divorced, vidowﬁd, . \ d
sepurated ....... 28,967 16.8 1,659 9.1 y 57
Men ............ 8,126 4.7 380 2.1 4.7
Women .......... 20,841 12.1 1,279 7.0 6.1
Never married .... 41,570 24.0 9,673 53.1 23.3
Men ........... : 22,460 13.0 4,841 26.6 21.6
Women ..... s 19,110 1.1 4,832 26.5 25,3
Not in labor
force ...... e 62,113 35.9 6,120 %3.6 . 9.9
Men ....... cenn 19,424 1.2 2,49) 3.7 12.8
Women ... \J-.... v 42,688 24.7 3,626 19.9 8.5
Employed
full-time ....... 78,586 45.5 6,856 37.7 8.7
Men .......... 48,565 28. 1 3, e - 18.8 7.1
Women ........ 30,021 17.4 3,424 18.8 11.4
Employed '
part-time ....... “ 21,232 ‘12.3 4,259 23.4 20.1
Men ......... oo 7,631 4.4 1,748 9.6 22.9
women ......... . 13,601 7.9 2,51 13.8 18.5
Unemployed ....... 10,945 6.3 971 5.3 8.9
Men ............ , 6,173 3.6 477 2.6 7.7
Women .......... 4,772 2.8 49%4 2.7 to10.4

[y

*N\¢ivilian, noninstitutionalized population in the 50 States and the District of
lumbia.
NOTE.xr~Details may not add to totals because of rounding andbbocau.e of a small amount
of nonresponse;on certain items.
SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES). tabulationg fram the NCES education supplement to the October 1982
Current Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census.
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Table 4.~-Distribution of participants in postsecondary academic, vocational, and

continuing educ#tion, by race and sex: October 1982

-
N

(Numbers in thousands)

v

® .
_ Type of posteecondary education
Race and .
sex - . Kcademic ' ___Vogatiochal - - Continuing
Number Percent Number Percent Number P\rgent
digtribution . ~ distribution distribution
. » ¢ R
Total....... 9,243 100.0 3,787 100.0 . 5,177 100.0
. \ : .
Man ........... .. 4,629 50. 1 1,712 45.2 1,808 34.9
, Women ........... 4,614 49.9, 2,074 \54-8 3,368 65.1
. . |4
White ....... - 7,933 85.8 3,199 84.5 4, TN , 91.4
- — - g .
.Men ............. 3,983 43.1 1,488 39.3 1,648 3.8
Women ........... 3,950 42.7 1,71 45.2 2,083 . 59.6
Black JRREEER 918 9.9 449 1.9 258 . 4.9
Men ............. 400 4.3 135 4.1 85 - 1.6
Women ........... 518 5.6 294 7.8 } *170 3.3
. _J. .

Other ........ 392. 4.2 138 3.6 190 3.7

Men ....... R 246 2.7 69 1.8 . 75 1. 4
Women ...... eeaat 146 1.6 69 1.8 115 2.2

N
] [

o

NOTE.--Details may not add to totals because of rounding. : '

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education SBtatistics (NCES) ,
tabulations from the NCES education supplement to the fctober 1982 Current
Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census.
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Table 5.--Distribution. of participants in postsecondary academic, vocational, and

continuing education, by age group and sex:

(Numbers

L)

October

in- thousands)

1982

-

Type of postsecondary education

Age group - .
and sex Academic Vocational Continuing *
Number Percent Number Ph{cont Number Percent

distribution distribution distribution
-y -
Total ...... 9,243 ''100.0 3,787 100.0 - 5,117 100.0
16-24 .. ......... 6,208 67.2 1,833 468.4 848 16. 4
25~34 ... ........ 2,!45 23.2 1,078 28.5% 1,667 32.2
3544 ... 624 6.0 522 13.86 1. 11 21.7
49- ... ..., 198 2.1 240 6.3 717 13.8
55-64 ........... 56 0.6 95 2.5 > 514 9.9.
65+ . .......... 12 0.1 19 0.5 309 6.0
{ » '

Men ......... TJ 4,629 100.0 1,712 100.0 1,808 100.0
16-24 ........... 3,206 69.3 809 47.3 308 17.0
2534 5 ... ...... . 1,094 23.6 524 30.6 * 621 34.3
3544 ... . ... ... 2;:// 5.0 213 12.4 \\\\ N 21.6
45-54 ... ... B 1.6 106 6.2 ' 222 12.3
55-64 ........ . 20 0.4 50 2.9 180 10. 4
65+ cieaagaea. () (2 11 0.6 78 4.3

Women ......... 6,614 100.0 2,074 100.0 3,368 100.0
16-24 . .....cee.. 3,003 65.1 1,024 49. 4 540 16.0
25-34 ........ TR 1,049 22.7 554 26.7 1:045 31.0
35-44 . ... ....... 391 8.5 309 14.9 730 21.7
‘S-S‘ ® 6 06 000 s enoe e ‘26 2-7 '3‘ 605 ‘95 “n7
56-64 ....c.c00.. 35 0.8 45 2.2 326 9.7
65+ fm%;;;; ...... 10 0.2 8 0.4 231 6.9
Tless than 1. - b
2

SOURCE:

Less than 0.05 percént.
NOTE.r-Details may not add to to

BEST COPY
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tals because: of rounding.
U.47 Department of Education, National Center for EBducation Statistics (NCES),
tabulations fram the NCES education supplement to the October 19
Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census.
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Table 6.--pustribution of participants in postsecondary‘academic, vocational, and,’
tontinuing education, by marital status and sex: October 1982 _ ~

L ]

(Numbers in thousands)

‘ L4 Y e

] Type of postsecondary education E ' ‘
Marital status PN t ) e J \
and sex ____Acadehkic Vocational Continuing
Number Percent + Number Percent Number Percent
distribution - distribution distribution
: Total ...... 9,243 100.0 3,787 100.0 s,177 100.0
g.nrried ceeeiioe. 2,078 22.5 1,516 . 40.0 3,280 63.4
ivorceq, wido¥ed, .
oY wmseparated *.- 492 5.3 400 10.8 760 14.7
Never married ... 6,67) 72.2 . 1.863 49.2 1,137 22.0
Men ........... 4,629 . 100.0 . 1,712 100.0 1,808 100.0
Married .......... 980 21.2 745 43.% . 1,203 %6.5
Divorced, widowed,
Oor separated ... 132 2.9 94 5.5 154 8.5
? Never married ... 3,517 76.0 872 50.9 451 24.9
Women ......... 4,614 100.0 2,074 100.0 " 3,368 100.0
Married ....... .. ’-1,099 23.8 770 37.1 & §.,076 61.6
Divorced, widowed, ' ’
Oor separated ... 360 7.8 31N 15.1 . 60§ 18.0
Never married ... 3,156 68.4 991 47.0 696 20.4

NOTE---Details may not add to totals because of rounding. .

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
tabulations froa the NCES education supplement to the October 1982 Current
Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Cengus.
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'rublo 7.+~~Distribution of par:icipant- in postsecondary academic, vocational , and *
continuing education, by labor farce status. and sex: October 1982
N
X + (Numbers in tgounfm“)
' : S
£ : A .

- Y
% s !

_Type ,Qf'pOltlccond’Ary education

Labor force

status - Academic : Vocational X ‘Continuing'
and sex Number Pexcent Number " Percent Nufmber: Percent
dietribution distribution b, disttibution
. Total ...Z.. 9,243 *  100.0 3,787 100.0 5,177 100.0,
Not in . . . D
labor force .... 3,893 42.1 - 955 25.2 o2, 24.6
Enployed ' ¥
full-time ...... 2,236 Y 24,2 1,676 44.3 2,944 56.9
Dmployed : '
part-time ...... 2,697 29.2 834 22.0 728 14. 1
Unemployed ...... 416 4.5 32y 8.5 " 234 4.5
MOD . .......... 4,629 100. 0 1,712 100.0 _ 1,808 100.0
' e
.Not 1n labor ' v (_S\‘ :
" fOXC® «iranan.... 1,992 43.0 312 18.2 foo 0.5
Employed ) ' ) RO
full-time ...... 1,119 24.2 . 934 54.6 1,378 76.2
mmployed .
part-time ...... 1,292 27.9 . 321 . 18.8 135 7.8
Unemployed ...... 227 4.9 145 e.5 108 5.8 .
Women ......... 4,614 100.0 2,074 100.0 3,368 100.0
Not in labox‘> ‘ _ ]
force .....v.... 1,902 41.2 . 644 31.1 1,080 32.1
Employed
full-time ....,. 1,117 24.2 741 35.7 1,566 46.5%
Employed * ’ )
part-time ...... 1,406 30.5% 513 24.7 593 17.6
Unemployed ...... 189 4.1 176 8.5 329 3.8

NOTE. --Details may not add to totals because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Educatidn, National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
tabulations from the NCES education supplement to the October 1982 Currcnt
Population Survey conducted by the Bureau of the Census.
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Appendtx B. -- Source and Reliabilisy of Estimates

4
SOURCE OF THE DATA ,

The estimates on postnecongary education included in thk&'report are baged on
data collected in October 1982 by the Bureau of the Ceéensus for the National

- Center for Education Statistics in the monthly Current Population Burvey (CPS).
Although the CPS deals primarily with labor force data for the civilian
noninstitutionalized population, NCES -p0n.orod\'upplenontnl gquastions about the
Qghool enrollment of all members of the household in October 1982. The household
respondent provided information on each household membar about their current
enrollment or educational activities (see survey form in appendix C).

The CPS sample consisted of 629 primary sampling units comprised of 1,148 -
countias, independent cities, and minor civil divisions throughout the 50 States
and the Distriot of CSlumbjia. The sample was initially selected from ‘the 1970
census files and has been periodically updated to reflect new construction. Of
the 60,500 households in the sample, interviews were obtained from 58,000
households. The housghpld respondents provided 1§§brnation on 12,117 persons
(unweightad count) participating in postsecondary education.? The estimation
procedure employed for the CPS data involved the inflation or weighting of sample
results to independent estimates of characteristics of the civilian
noninstitutional population. This was done by age, sex, and race, and was based
on the 1980 decennial census. -

Estimates based on this anal:sis of the October 1982 education supplement of the
Current Population Survey (CPS) may differ from estimates reported from othar
surveys on the various aspects of postsecondary education. This is the resfit of
differences in the definition Qf the postsecondary educatioh universe and - ‘
differences in sample and methodological design. In this report, the :
postsecondary education population was defined as al)l civilian, -
noninstitutionalized persons 16 years of age or older #ho were enrolled (eithar
full- or part-time) in any type of educational activity above the high-school
level, or who were taking a course for personal devel t or enjoyment. OData
obtajned from instjtutions would include miljitary personnel as well as
jnstitutionalized persons who were enrolled postesecondary institutions.

The primary objective of this analysis was to provide an unduplicated count of
postsecondary education participants, a count not obtainable from institutional
suryeys. NCES divided postsecondary education participants into three mutually
excluesive categories -- academic, vocational, or continuing educativn. Assignment
wap made based on the reported objective(s) of a person's postsecondary
education: (1) pursuing an academic degree, (2) pursuiné & vocational degree,
certjficate, or license, or (3) taking noncredit courses for personal, job,
social, or recreational purposes. In order to avoid classifying a single person
into more than one category of postsecondary education (e.g., a college student
also taking a continuing education class), precedence was given to academic, then
to vocational, then to continuing education. There were approximately 714,000
persons, or 4 percent of the postsecondary educatfon participants, who were
involved in more than one type of postsecohdary éducation. -

Urhere were an additional 757 persons (unweighted count) roportod/;;/bc
participating in postsecondary education, but for wham no information was
provided on their degree objective or reason for participation. Therefore,
they could not be included in this analysis. _ \
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. These parsons were classified into the category given the highest priority. As a
result, in this affalysis the number of pexrsons reported in continuing education,
for example, does not reflect the total number of persons in continuing a
education, but the numbexr of persons in continuing education who waere not also
pursuw ng an acadeaic or vocatjonal credential. This Adiffers ol om some analyses
of postsecondary academic, vocational, or coéontinuing education vhich base their
categorieg on type of institution or institutjonal onrollncnt.5

r

-
<

RKLLABILITY)G‘ SAMPLE ESTIMATES \
\
Since the estimates reported here were obtained from a sample survey, figures may
differ from those obtajlned fraom a Cdlpl.té census which used the same procedures,
questionnajres ~Jnterviewers, and instructions. Sample survey estimates are
subject to errors due to both sampling and non-,nplinq variability.

!
Nonsampling vhriabilityr .
The most commoh sources of nonsampling variability are errors of response and
nonreporting.. Exrors of response may be due to definitional and/or interpre-
tational dit[icultlol, respondent’'s inability or unwillingness to provids the
{nformation, or mistakes made by interviewsrs or data_processors 1}\ roogrding,
coding, or processing the data. Nonreporting serrors can result when a sample
underrepresents certain units,or groups in a population, particularly by missing
housing units or aissing per within a sampled household. A_\lthougb it is
known that underrepresentation larger for males than females and larger for
non-whites than whites, the full wt of nonsampling error is unknown. Thus,
biases may exist in estimates to the extent that missed persons or households
Alffer systematically from persons in similar age-sex-race groups who ware ~
actually interviewed. B

Sampling varjability: A )

_ ]
The magnitude of sampling error can be indicated bhho standard grrors of the
estimates, which are prisarily msasures of the chance variations which occur
because a sample rather than an entire population is surveyed. Because of the
high cost of deriving individual standard errors for a large number of estimates,
generalized standard errors are provided for various types of characteristics.

, These approximations sre mnot precise standard errors, but give an indication of
the magnjtude of the stendard error of an estimate. Although standard exrrors may
partially measure the effect of some nonsampling erroxs in response and )
enumeration, the full extent of nonsampling error is unknown. Care should be
exercised in the interpretation of figures based on a’ relatively small number of
cases or on a small di fference between estimates.

\

51t has become increasingly difficult to estimate the number of students in
each type of po-t-ocoﬂdu'y education using data obtajned fram institutions. In
the past. 25 years, the division between academic institutions and vocatjonal’
instjtutions has becchs increasingly blurred. Many institutions offer more than
one type of postsecondary education, e.g., one ‘college may offer vocational and
continuing education as well as academic education. This is one reason why the
National Center for fXducation Statistics is currently designing an integration
of its current institutional surveys of acadeaic and vocational education into a
postsecondary education data system. Por more information on this proposed
system and the historical processes which have culminated in a need to integrate
T NCES surveys of po.toocondary.lititutionl, see (1) The Design of An Integrated
Postsecondary Education Data Systém, and (2) An Historical Analysis of the
Chanqing'trnivoroo of Postsecondary ‘Education Institutions which the Federal
Government Mas Burveyed. To obtain these papers, contact Susan Hill (see FOIX
Q - More Information section). 21 . iy y L ah ) “’@' ‘
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STANDARD ERROR TABLES AND THEIR USE

Generalired -tandaré errors of estimated percents are given in th: tables below.
L N

TABLE A. -—- GENERALIYZED STANDARD ERRORS OF EST’HATED PERCENTS: TOTAL OR WHITE

4 *
Bage of |
percent ) !rtimated percent
(th??sands)
2 or 98 5 or 93 10 or 90 25 or 75 50
100 2.0 3.1 4.3 6.1 7.1
250 / 1.3 2.0 2.7 3.9 N 4.5e
500 0.9 1.4 1.9 2.7 3.2 °
1,000 0.6 - 1.0 1,3 1.9 2.2
2,500 0.4 0.6 ﬁ79 1.2 1.4
5,000 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.0
*0,000 0.2 0. 0.4 0.6 0.7
25,000 0.1 0;2\7 0.3 0.4 0.4
50,000 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3
100, 000 0.1 0.1 ~~0. 1 0.2 0.2
150,000 0.1  aq_ 0.1 0.1 0.2 ¥ 0s2
___________________________________ B e e e e s e e o . > " i TP e i e SUA . i o i i S e

~

TABLE B. -~ GENERALIZED 8T§NDAR6 ERRORS OF ESTIMATED PERCENTS: BLACK AND OTHER

RACEKS » " &
................................. P P . - - -
Dase of . \\‘-\N N y
percent Estimated percent e
{ thousands) ’
2 or 98 S or 9% 10 ox 90 .25 or 7% S0
75 2.4 3.9 5.2 7.5 8.7
100 2.1 3.3 4.5 6.5 7.5
250 1.3 2.1 2.9 4.1 4.8
500 0.9 . 1.5 2.0 2.9 3.4
1'000 007 1-0 10‘ 201 2-‘
2,500 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.5 .
5'000 003 0-5 006 009 -# 1-1
10,000 0.21% 0.3 0.5 0.7 ‘ 0.8
15,000 0.17 0.27 0.4 0.% 0.6
20,000 0.15% 0.23 0.3 0.5% 0.5
-22- 23(3
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The sample estimate and its estimate] standard error psrmjt one to construgt
confjdenca intervals, i.e., ranges which inclduo the average result of all
possible samples with a known probability. For example, if all possible samples
were selected, each were surveyed undar identical c0ndjtionq, and an estimate and
its estimated standard error were calculated, then:

*Approximately gﬁjpcrccnt of the intervals ranging from one standard error
below thg estimate to one standard errar ab~ve the estimate would include
the average result of all possible samples. $

*Approximately 95 porbont of the intervals ranging f;on two standard errors
below the estimate to two standard errors above the estimate would include
the average rasult of-all possible samples. ' Vi

. - h)

To 4llustrate, table 3 (appendix A)h;how-:that 10.6 percent of the 149,834,000
whi te persons age 16 years and older participated in postsecondary oducation.
The estimated standard error shown in table A for this approximate percent and
base® is 0.1 percent; 2 standards erroxs 3is 0.2 percent. Therefore, the 95

, percent confidence jinterval for this. pprcent is from 10.4 to 10.8. In this
report, differences between groups were mentioned in the text only if there was a
difference betwean the 9% percent confidence intervals of the two estimates.

»

’

®For parcentaqcl/(or bases of percentages) that fall beween those categories
shown in tables A or B, interpolation may be used.
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Appendix C—Survey Form

NCES Rducation Supplement to the October 1982 Current Population survey

» ¢Tmrdhayg o srrplied :n mhoel?

Yo /4sx N0/

INTEAVITWERINOTE For porvans srrotiod s oakioge (( i -Lb- m treen V] road the poer it i o
M"u”-‘”[lnﬁ”—l’*ﬂ"ﬁvh"'%l rapervid an idgwn JP. )7

& ootiogr v OCust I o 4 O 0der
ol Lt your?

No /3be o )8

. (Brrte o coiegr tavrres) B Whing o7y (s0hwr ] souram. e poresnel develepmant
fov pot b ity ummuw“hmumuhmlm

Yeu

No

o e M-muwm-wwr

8 dogree tervfow o dpioiny? Mathde ( orreepegirrac: conrvry

Yau (Ash P9}
'L NO 3ag w M)

4 WNYERVIEWE R CHICK ITEM

[ ] Age V4= (F'ir 42)
Agw 30+ 1w (nersrmany)

TY L2 €3 ta (5 €6 €7 09 ]

» How many dttorent couress (bravin Mesur « adiagy :-nnv-_x whing

A INTERVIEWIA CHECK ITEM

%)
L

1589 1o 81 ! , (A Hegh Shoo! Graduswe (Latrers o
' 3t b e 40 Bormon Lasd coenns m inam 40 WY et Y on e Comerad corm P e
-~
N (TIN5 BT RV . 3 - . = 106 ON enwy of “Cl -C+
'IWI- 127 4 ’ . U = Careret Card Cord somm ] D) - [p 0
g " e
CLC2 €Y Co Ty Cov g 40 Wit 4 Lorel e nemaly) Coww 1 | Com 2 | Coww 3 | Corm 4 W Not N Scnoo Greduate
{f4s 30 ol e § ) a1 Agm 14 24 1430 40
AR IS¢ (Lnd (Arwvioom)
S @) (00! (3w ) 1yt ord sbep bo M) P8 sel totty for ahoettelom wtoans) - ‘—~ in whet CALENDAN 1om o [o——
roguie wheet’
o » 1.2 "ere
31 b ltm—tdb' hH e o part tome) o —: e oorae’ 81 1977 o aortay
L) Nover stsonteg
. F ol teme ¥ To rmurove b skt o ] ] ] 1 e
Por ) tobee . ONONGI or tor raereng = an . [~ Qrarvtrom ]
p tron 00, tn whar CALENDAR your by reduate
Ilk'-t-.n-:*u.h-wuﬁ—.mw' 2 Vo «nporove Basec s rhy kg 2 b 2 . 2 frem ugh mhoel?
: PEBEANY Wt iteng or ovriheTEt o
2 yowr catiegy Y Yor . el sucpt-on 3 : 3 3 ) o2 "M
(Cumrmcts of foorar Colioge ) ¢ ¥ or personel grvelepment L] L] L] 4 " h 1
: ": Hasnire 1 ' 0y
4 yam COHege 0r Loy ty (. ) s s s s 80 O e L
T g — (£t Qrrvstrams )
h  whre e corm o credt | (Am fvm (st Mg (e b as [ WTERVIERER CRCK i
Amocs (4 4 ) {4 ¥3) wurd s sortihasis, diplems, ") o . o 4B ey T lem 30 4
. ] L o N0
w .o ’ - .’?"""'- ° 'o?f. i i n '73- Prloiec (£ ad Quersirorms)
¢ & Vel of eorntinpm, Pregte (Ash 12)
mo,) Viae w37 dagree o Nneowe! 5
”~ 0, 003, PV ) ’ . ' , ' , N O mhen! . SN Cherreh reigted or et
Vecatr L L7 ] . "
S0 2 Asucon g 2 2 2 1
N e ione 3 Bacreier 1 anpren 3 > 3 3 Nt
o gun ) 4 Muw s D o L} . q L .
B 0tees.ondl degree o
» uu-:::v-—n:?nwmn--nni . A oty il s . s .4 L] ronm‘lnmu.ﬂ:
’ v O Spiome v
Y M&-ﬁhmh-h.dﬁ«;.
Ouw«w: -l 6 Tt ion o renew » hewrwa [ ] [ ] [} [} -~ pu
Gorees 44 Whet heng of whesi o Sohoe! mapions, Bnd hnches )
18 Hon movy sounmi 8 Whng - Cotings’ -~ — A 3 Qotyn
1 2 b ] 4 or mere '
! 2 ves cotiege (/s o Comm 1 1 ] ]
37 whac o t mqer hetg of s1udy’ 2 4 yor coioge o Unversay b b1 2 2
N 3 Vocsrwne: vead techacel k] 3 3 3
Ay <urure 0home o Matremar 01 > s8IV BULNOM O COMMPeC ! schoo!
| & ologcr Kencemy Pryvezs o @8t scanons ' 4 Orner schoo! h:t;'-:‘ e . 4 e
! Burom $OC 8 wwnion (Muser, econ | shemanier)y avd hwai)
; tommece acoumt NG v ainy,  murchaleg: ; $ Prvare busrmm o ety & L : : B
€aa.0n pohtnel screme oKX, ! 6 Commuriyy orgenigsteon [ [}
! £ ree ng . v OLE1.0NS ~ MIChRCs S1udwe | ’f:"’“" '.C“:':Ic'* . |
! Ev o oung 4 ’:l:'.':l ! 7 Gowernmeni v imndotpry ’ H ? b .
eap t- VL T R Y - Dire: Seec-ts riow 1 pverve recred o Supt  hiewry )
' LDED I~ gy N : ® Otrer non.wchoo! [} [} [ [}
Fone 008 ‘eingran < 10 . —
' lowpngrs ¢1c Dor * now | 48 How meny heurs per SRk G908 . STWNY ¥ tAeer CUIER (£ 1 (Al Cowrney referead tom 32-97) | IF THIB IS Trl LAST PERSON M+ YEARS OF
(T, . ‘ AGE ™ THE NOUSEHOLD GO TO PAGE 7 AND,
1o2 8107 120017 MW COMPLE YT ITEMS 3480 AS APPLICAOLE FOR
! l
:I___ RSN i R ' N Bton 16w 40+ Corranpondence achao: ANY CHILDREN 0- 13 YEARS OLD |

*Persons who chose this response we

Q

ERIC -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

T

*

2 5 S

xcluded from the postsecondary universe.
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