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ABSTRACT | _
Two articles are presented in this research bulletin.

The first, entitled "Acculturation in Puerto Rican Families,”
assesses the degree of acculturationm of 100 sets of married ch:ildren
of 100 Puerto Rican families living in New York City. Attitudes
toward language, identity, and values are used as criteria. The
specific values the study investigates are: (1) attitudes toward the
family; (2) the presence or absence of a fatalistic outlook; (3)
attitudinal preferences for Puerto Rican ways; (4) response to the
"modernity” of American society; (5) trust of people outside the
Puerto Rican group. The study concludes that the married children are
much closer to mainland values and ideas than their parents are, but
notes that none of the 100 chose an entirely American identity,
indicating that, despite generational differences, they have still
retained Puerto Ricam culture as part of their identity. The second
article, entitled "Kinship Networks and the Settlement Process:
Dominican and Colombian Immigrants in New York City," uses recent
data from a survey of Dominican and Colombian immigrants in New York
City to examine the relationship between kinship metworks and the
migration and settlement process. The data show that chain migration
characterizes these flows, inasmuch as these particular migrants are
well linked into a migration system in which some relatives and
friends precede them, some come with them, and still others
subsequently join then in New York. Relatives present at the time of
arrival provide multiple forms of assistance, particularly with
accommodation and employment searches. I addition to receiving
assistance during their settlement the migrants, particularly male
migrants, continue to be an important link to relatives in the home
country: they provide help for relatives who wish to migrate to New
York ané regularly send remittances to relatives in the home country.
Furthermore, analysis of the data clearly demonstrates that familial
aid received at the time of first arrival in the United States does
have an impact on the subsequent course of events in the life-cycle
of the immigrant. When the aid is more extensive, a tendency to

Q -emain within the protective confines of the immigrant community results, even when the

Eﬂ&g;!ifferent backgrounds among the migrants are taken into account. (RDN)
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immigration has played an important
rc’e in the history of the United States,
beginning with the early large-scale move-
ment ‘rom Northwestern Europe and ex-
tending to today's influx from Latin
America and Indochina. Both the articles
contained in this issue of the Research
Bultetin focus on the integration of
Hispanic immigrant groups into American
society. _

The first article, “Accuituration in
Puerto Rican Families,” by Kevin J. Col-
leran, is based on the author's doctoral
dissertation vhich studied the relationship
between a migration-induced change in
the socio-cultural environment of parents
and their children and intergererational
processes within the family. The data for
this study were taken from a research pro-
ject recently conducted at the Hispanic
Research Center (HRC). The results of
this research will be pubtished shortly
under the title of Puerto Rican Families in
New vYork Crity  intergenerational Pro-
cesses. by Lloyd M. Rogler and Rosemary
Santana Cooney (Waterfront Press.
Maplewood. New Jersey). This empirical
study examines the lives of 100 in
tergenerationally linked Puerto Rican
tamilies. Each family consists of two
generations: the mothers and fathers in
the parent generation and their married
children and respective spouses in the
child generation. Thus, the 100 in-
tergenerationally linked families repre-
sent 200 married couples, making a total
of 400 persons. In 56 of the families a
daughter is the link between the parent
and married-child generations; in 44
families a son represents the link. At the
time of the study. members of the parent

O~ generation were in their mid-tifties; the

)
Y.

majority had come to the continental
United States as young adults in their
mid-twanties, and had lived on the
mainland for nearly 30 years. Almost ali of
their children either were bomn on the
mainland or had arrived during their

Qpnschool years. When interviewed, the

E

O nbers of the child generation were in
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their late twenties. Practically all of these
families live in New York City. mostly in
the borough of ths Bronx.

in addition to using a complex in-
tergenarational tamily model. the study
also required lengthy interviews with the
FJerto Rican families in a setting, New
York, that is uncongenial to social
research. The data-collection problems
encountered during the course of this
study have been described in detail in an
article, “Coping with Distrust in a Study
of Intergenerational Puerto Rican
Families in New York City,” by Lioyd H.
Rogler, Osvaldo Barreras, and Rosemary
Santana Cooney, in the January-April
1983 issue of the Research Bulletin (Vol.
& Nos. 1-2). Because of problems of
distrust, the field team that did the inter-
viewing was Hispanic. bilingual, and
bicultural, as well as intellectually and
emotionally committed to the Hispanic
community and to the research. In order
to obtain as broad a sample as possible,
ditferences in socioeconomic status were
maximized by recruiting participants in
the census tracts with the highest and
lowest percentages of aduits of Puerto
Rican background who had graduated
from high school. The process of identify.
ing and interviewing far ilies that fit the
study's intergenerational model required
almost two full years of field work from
July 1976 to May 1978.

Based on th2> maierial gathered for
this study — ranging from information on
ethnic identity, husband and wife reis
tions, and social mobility to intergenera-
tional continuities and discontinuities —
the article presented here by Dr. Colleran
focuses on the 100 members of the child
generation. The author examines their
degree of acculturation to U.S. society
and the factors associated with the
preservatior: or loss of their parents’
culiure.

The second article presented in this
issue, “Kinship Networks and the Settle-
ment Process: Dominican and Colombian
immigrants in New York City,” by Douglas

B 2

Gurak and Mary Kritz, examines the rela-
tionship between kinship networks and
the migration and settlement process.
The central goal of this research, now be-
ing conducted at"the HRC, is to opera-
tionalize the process of seltlement; that
is, the transition from a transient condi-
tion to one of more permanent residence;
and to analyze the relationship of this pro-
cess to employment, assimilation, and
adjustiment. Recognizing the growing im-
portance of non-Puerto Rican Hispanics
in the social life and economy of New
York City, this study will provide new data
on several dimensions which are crucial
to understanding the meaning of recent
immigration for both immigrants -and
sociely at large. :

The second articie presented here,
while focusing on the relationship be-
tween the migration process and the
family as does the first, gives special at.
tention to the migrants' ties to kin in both
their home country and New York City.
Struztural . life-history interviews were
conducted with a probability sample of
643 Dominican and 261 Colombian im-
migrants who were residing in either
Queens or the northarn-half of Manhattan
at the time of the survey in 1981. The inter-
views sought to reconstruct the eco-
nomic, family formation, and migration
histories of these immigrants. A con-
siderable amount of information was
gathered on kinship assistance at various
stages of the migration process. The arti-
cle presented here describes tho types of
assistance_received from relatives at the
time of initial arrival in the Jnited States.
It goes on to compare the situations of
Colombians and Dominicans, and of
males and females. Finsily, it demon-
strates that different kin-assistan~e pat-
terns at the time of arrival do atfect ac-
culturation ar.d assimilation processes.
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‘ ACCULTURATION IN PUERTO RICAN FAMILIES

IN NEW YORK CITY

Kevin J. Colleran, HispaniclResearch Center, Fordham University

There are few issues in sociology.

that arouse as much protessional and
popular response as the question of what
has happened to immigrants and to their
cultures 1n Amerncan society. However,
despite the vast amount of writing in this
area. there 1s littie basic agreement on the
essential issue: are the various groups of
immigrants able to 7etain a significant
amount of then cultural heritage within
the homogenizing confines ot American
society? In addition to the difficulties
raised by the political nature of discus-
sions about culture and ethnicity, the
resolution of this question is hampered
by the lack of ciear and consistent detini-
tions of cultural elements and by the scar-
city of adequate data particuiarly on
recently arnived groups. The only way that

.progress can be achieved in this area is

by carefully detining cultural
elements and examining thém in em-
pirically oriented studies. This is the pro-
cedure that will be followed in this
presentation as we examine the accultur-
ative patterng of a group of Puerto Ricans
in New York City.

We examine the adaptation, of this
particular group in the light of a study on
intergenerational Puerto Rican families
described in the introductory section of
this issue. We will not consider all
aspects of Puerto Rican culture here,
rather we wiil iocus on certain elements
which are central to that culture —
language, identity, and values. Clearly the
Spanish language is an essential part of
Puerto Rican culture. as English is of
American culture. The loss of ability to
use Spanish and a cofresponding greater
fluency n English would certainly be
evidence of acculturation. On the other
hand. the preservation of the Spanish
janguage and its frequent use in social or
formal settings could be regarded as
evidence of cultural persistency. Similar-
ly. the question ot identity is a tarly sim-
ple one. If a person chooses an American
or Puerto Rican-American identity, this is
a sign of adaptation to mainland society.
in contrast, the selection of an entirely
Puerte Rican identity would demonstrate
a lack of acculturation.

The situation in the final area of con-
sideration, the values that are distinctive
to Puerto Rican culture. is far more
tenuous. Based on the evidence o!
previous studies. three will be used here,
each composed of a series of items
centering on that particular value. The
tirst will be familism and wili be concern-
ed with changes in traditional Puerto
Rican altitudes about the family and is
prionty 1n social relations. The second
will center on the fatahistic outlook that

Q any studies tind to be a common at

ERIC
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titude among Puerto Ricans. Finally, we
will explore each person’'s attitudinal
preferences for Puerto Rican ways.

Because acculturation also involves
an acceptance of and familianty with
mainland society. two additional values
will be examned. One will center z\
~modernity.” an essentiai part of contem-
norary American society. The second will
be concerned with “trust.” The initial
reaction of most recent immigrants would
be distrust of anyoke outside of their own
group. If Puerto Ricans in New York are
moving away from the idea that the out-
side world and its institutions are not to be
be trusted. then, this can be taken as
evidence that they are more comfortable
in mainland society, which would be a
sign of acgulturation. With these two
values, theréfore, acculturation is viewed
not only as a loss ol traditional Puerto
Rican values. but as a positive process.
an adopticn of new attitudes and values.

As stated above, the tamily study
conducted .t the Hispanic Research
Center focused on 100 Puerto Rican
tamilies. Each of these families contains
100 sets of parents, each of whom was
porn in Puerto Rico or is of Puerto Rican
ancestry, and 100 sets of married children
and spouses. each of whom is also of
Puerto Rican birth or ancestry The cen-
tral tocus of this presentation will be the
100 married children.’ They have been
selected for several reasons. First. they
are most likely to be susceptible to the
pressures of acculturation. For the most
part, the parents in this study arrived on
the maintand at an older age with many of
their opinions and values already formed
by the island snciety. They are less likely
to change. Their 100 offspring, on the
other hand, are literally caught between
two cultures: the one they had learned at
home in their formative years of growth
and tha one they face now as they work in
American society. Thus. they are an ideal
group to examine systematically for
evidence of acculturation.

Second, the i.sponses of the par%“lts
of each one of these 100 people to the
same intersiow schedule are available.
Here, the responses of the parents will be
especially valuable. Since they were
almost all -raised in Puerto Rico. their
deas and values will provide something
of ar independent confirmation of the
values that have been selected here as
characteristic of the island culture. In ad-
dition, their responses will provide a stan-
dard by which to measure the movement
toward the norms of the mainiand on the
part of their children. Finally, and perhaps
most importantly, modern statistical
techniques can be used to ascertain
whether there is parenial influence in the

3

choice of values. language. or identity by
their own children. This is an area where
many assumptions are made. but little
hard data are available.

Finally, a key distinction can be
made among the 100 married children on
the basis of their generation on the
mainland. Thirteen of them came to New
York when they were 13 years old or older.
Thus. their formative years were spent in
Puerto Rico. Here, they will be regarded
as first-generation immigrants. The ma-
jority (75) were either born in the United
States of immigrant parents or arrived
nere with their immigrant parents at 8
much younger age. Therefore, they are the
second-generation children of immigrant
partents. Finally, 12 of them were born on
the mainiand of parents at least one of
whom arrived on the mainiand betore the
age of 13. By this definition, thon, these
12 have at least one second-generation
parent (three of them have two second-
generation parents). In our analysis, these
12 people can be viewed as third.
generation residents of the United States.
This distinction on the basis of genera-
tion of residence on the mainiand will
yield a fuller picture of the diversity of the
experience of Puerto Ricans on the
mainland.

We will examine the material that is
avalable on the degree of acculturation
of these 100 people in order to address
the question of whether and how much
they are accuiturating to American socie-
ty. Their position will be examined in each
of the areas that were selected as intrin-
sic parts of Puerto Rican or American
culture: identity. language, and values.
When their responses are compared to
those of their parents, an accurate picture
of their actua! acculturation in these
areas will be available. If tiveir answers
are similar, then those who advocate the
enduring quality of Puerto Rican culture
in this new environment will receive sup-
port. However if there are substantial dit-
ferences belween the older and younger
groups and it the married children seem
to be abandoning parts of traditional
Puerto Rican culture, this will be evidence
that acculturation is at work.

The Study Group

Before turning to a comparison of the
parents ar« their married children in this
study, a few remarks must be addressed
to their ditfarences from the entire Puerto
Rican population in New York City. Ac-
cording 1o Rogler and Cooney, the par-
ents are similar to other Puerto Ricans in,
the city, but they are fnore upwardly
mobile than their counteroarts on the
island.’ In education, for example, 20 per-

4
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cent of the mothers and 23 percent of the
, fathers graduated from tigh school. The
i tigure for thgir age group in New York was
'20 percent,” In contrast, however, their
children-were remarkab’y atypical. When
compared with other Puerto Ricans of the
same age in New York, they had far more
education, and were more than twice as
likely to have attended ¢ollege. These dif-
+ferences carried over to their work pat-
terns: the young women were more than
twice as likely to be employed and the
youn_, men were three times as likely to
be in professional or managerial posi
tions than were theur counterparts in the
whole Puerto Rican population in New
York City.”

In order to establish a pattern of
cultural change or persistence, the scores
of the married children can be compared
to their'parents in each area of interest.
Before doing so. it is necessary to indicate
that there are dramatic differences be-
tween these two groups of people. Ob-
wiously, with the parents being in their fif-

_ties and the-children in their twenties,
they are at different stages in their life
cycles. However. another critical dif-
ference. which will be central in the
discussion of the reasons for any cultural
changes that appear. is in their age of ar-
rival on the mamland. Of the 200 parents.
only 15 were either born in New York or ar-

_ rived before the age of 13. The formative
early years of all the others were spent in
Puerto Rico The average age of arnval for
all the mothers in tius sample was almost
25 tor the fathers. it was more than 27
For the 100 ctildren n this sample. the
situation 1s vefy different. Only 13 of them
arrniverd in New York when they were over
13 years oid Of the rest. 48 were born on
the mamniand and another 24 came with
their families before they were six The
final 15 arnved in New York between the
ages of six and tweive. Thus. the vast ma-
jority of the children in this study Grew up
in New York. while mote than 90 percent

of their parents spent their childhood and

adolescence in Puerto Rico. This fact
alone wouid lead one to expect dif-
ferences in their positions in many areas.

There are other major differences
between the two groups of people.
Perhaps the most striking is in the area of
education. Aithough only 20 percent of
th? parents were high school graduates,
89 of the 100 children had at least this
much education. Eighteen of these also
completed some college. These dif-
ferences are clearly reflected in the
average number of years of education for
each group: under eight for the mothers
and fathers and more than 13 for their
_ children. Obviously. education will be
«~ another key variable in searching for the
reasons for cultural change between the
two generations. When the average of one
group fails to reach grammar school

~

ion and that of the other exceeds

high school graduation, the impact of
edn:gation should be evident.

final area of interest is the quas-
ERIC™ )
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~_greater use of English among these 100

tion of income. Except for those who are
retired, the parents, presumably, are in
their peak years of earning. in general,
they would not be expected to increase
their income to any great extent in the
future. Their children, in contrast, are only
beginning their careers. In the coming
years. they will probably earn con-
sider-dly more money. Nevertheless, the
income of the younger generation in this
sample already exceeds that of their
parents. The total income of the parents
averages under $10,000, but that of their
chiidren is over $11,400. This difference,
at the relatively early occupational level
of the ygunger generation, is fairly
dramatic. © Income will therefore be an ad-
ditional factor to consider in evaluating
the reasons for cultural change.

In looking at these 200 parents and
their 100 children, then, we are dealing
with two groups that differ dramatically,
not only in age, but in experience. educa-
tion, and income. While these differences
may not impact on every area under con-
sideration, it is highly unlikely that they
will be without effect.

Ethnic identity

The first afea to be examined is the
person's self-identification. Here, the op-
tions of either exclusively Puerto Rican or
American, as well as a combination of the
two. were offered as possibilities. Not one
of the 200 parents and 100 children chose
an entirely mainiand identity. instead they
called themselves either exclusively Puer-
10 Rican or Puerto Rican-American. Fifty-
five of the children, 49 of the tathers and
34 of the mothers chose the bicultural
identity. While the difference between the
mothers and the children was statistically
significant; that between the fathers and
the young generatioin was not. It is evi-
dent that the young people are retaining
their Puerto Rican heritage as a symbot of
their identity even when they were not
born in Puerto Rico and have little direct
connection with the isiand and its culture.

Language Use and Knowledge

The second area of consideration is
janguage use and ability. Here, the dif-

of their knowiedge of English and
Spanish was explored. this indeed proved
to be the case. Their own evaluations of
their ability to speak, write, understand.
and read the two languages. differed
markedly from their parents. The children
rated themselves as having less know-
ledge of Spanish than their parents did.
For knowledge of English, the situation
was reversed. Here. the children ranked
themselves higher than did their parents.
The differences in each of these scales
for knowledge of English and Spanish
were significant in comparison between
the younger generation and either of their
parents.

in their individual comments about
the language issue, some of the younger
people mentioned both econcmic and
cultural advantages to being bilingual.
The possibility of returning to Puerto Rico
meant, for some, a definite need to
preserve the ability to speak Spanish.
None of them questioned the value of
knowing either language, but a few did
comment on the difficuity of preserving
Spanish in American society. One stated
that the “system”™ here was trying to
destroy the Puerto Rican language and
culture and that he struggled to preserve
the Spanish language. but acknowiedged
that his children would tind it difficult to
do so. In addition. mzny people in both,
generations feit that there was discrim-
ination against Spanish-speaking people
in favor of both whites and blacks who
spoke English.

The issue of language. then, for the
100 young people in this sample 1s a com-
plex one. Despite theu recognition of the
value of retaiming their ability in Spanish
on the mainiand. they are clearly losing
some knowledge of 1t and als.» using it far
less than their parents Ar'nough they
would like their chidren to retain
Spanish. they recognize the difficulty of
doing S0 in American society

Values

Familism. In the area of values and
attitudes. five scales were used to search
for a pattern of assimilation to life in New
York. The first centered on the traditional
value of familism that has been found to

ferences between the two gene:&;gj/-be prevaient in Puerto Rican society. In

were far more apparent. in variou
of social interaction, the children were
more likely to use English than their
parents were. This is especially in-
teresting because the questions probed
what langyage was used with one’s
spouse, children, frends and neighbors.
The fact that thase younger Puerto

/Ricans frequently speak English even in

intimate contacts within the family rela-
tionships indicates a high degree of adap-
tation to mainland society.

One possible explanation for the

people is that they are more comfortable
in this language because they speak and
understand it better. When the question

. 4
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5 this area, a series of “—familistic™

statements on a sca'e which ranged from
~strongly disagree” to “'strongly agree”
was used to judge each person’s standing
on the value of familisg. The children
scored at significantly’ less familistic
levels than both mothers and fathers.
Although there were occasional favorable
remarks about the change in this area,

‘such as the woman who was pleased by

the fact that her husband was maore shar-
ing -than traditional Puerto Rican men,
most people seemed to sense that
something valuable was being lost in the

transition to American society. Perhaps

the clearest example of this pattern is in
the area of respect. .



Although the tertn respect was not ,

used by the interviewers, 22 of the
children and 57 of their parents specifical-
ty mentiongd the need for respect and the
lack of it i tamily and other relationships
in New York. Like their parents, the
children who lamented this lack at-
tributed it to various factors, such as the
loss of family unity and closeness, the
desire for economic advancement, and
the individualism of Amencans, which
was adopted by some Puerto Ricans here.

_ Clearly. theretore. both parents and

Q

children in this samp'e realize and to
some extent regret the changes that are
taking place among their peoplie in New
York. Only about 30 percent found Puerto
Ricans here to be the same as they were
on the island * The majority of the parents
and children (about 58 percent) thought
that Puerto Ricans here were less’
generous. They found them less concern-
ed about others, particularly tamily
members. than they were in Puerto Rico.
As one woman declared: “'Puerto Ricans
here are less generous, they are too proud
.. . they don't speak Spanish . . . they
forget who they are and take on American
ways ' One of the daughters tied this
phenomenon of assimilation directly into
the issue of the family. “The North

‘Americans are less sociable and Puerto

Ricans get to be like them . . . Our tradi-
tions are better . .. There are family ideals.

‘You learn to be more generous and united

to your family.”

Of these 300 people. only about 10
percent maintained that Puerto Ricans
wera more generous in New York than
they were in Puerto Rico. The few
favorable comments about the changes
on the maintand were usually about
economic factors. One person stated that
American society is better because it is
based on equality not “compadrazgo” of
~who you know." Several felt that their
chiidren had to know the ways of both
cultures. In addition, a few of the women
were happy about the decline in *macho”
attitudes among the men in New York.-
However. as indicated above, most teel
that the changes among Puerto Ricans in
New York are not for the better. Their
comments center on the loss of respect
and the decline in family unity. These in-
dividuals confirm what was evident in the
familism scores of these 300 Puerto
Ricanssin New York. There has been a
statistically significant decline in this
traditiona! value among the younger
generation in New York. This change in
the traditional familism on the part of the
younger generation corresponds to the
feeling of both generat.ons that mainiand
society is causing harmful changes
among families and individuals. Despite
the economic advantages of migration,
Puerto Ricans are clearly aware that
something valuable is being lost in New

Fatelism. A second area where

“ER] Cridence of change from traditional Puer-
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"to Rican values was sought ms in the

question of fatalism. As in the family
scale. the subjects were asked to respond
to a series of statements that reflected a
tatalistic attitude. As with familism, they
could respond on a scale from “strongly

_disagree” to, “strongly agree.” Once

again, the attitude of the 100 children was-
significantly less fatalistic than that of
iheir parents. In particular. they were less
likely to teach their children not to expect
much from life and less likely to believe
that success in life is predetermined. As
in the case of familism, there is ciear
evidence of a change away from a tradi-
tional Puertc Rican value .among these
younger Puerto Ricans. The development
of a more activist approach to life with the
corresponding idea that the individual
can forge his own destiny are definite
signs of acculturation to the New York en-
vironment. .

As in the case of the family values,
many of the participants seemed to be
aware of the decline in this fatalistic at-
titude among themselves or other Puerto
Ricans. A few of them, usually in the older
generation, described Puerto Ricans as
~arrogant” in the United States. One man
sai, “They think they are Americans;
they are arrogant.” One of the daughters
in the sampie put it this way: “They forget
their roots; here, Puerto Ricans become
aggressive.” However, in this area, feel-
ings do not seem to run as strong as when
the subject of the family is under con-
sideration. As one father said, “The
children should keep their tamily sen-
timents and ties and their pride in their
Puerto Rican parents, but vou cannot
maintain all the traditions here.” His
daughter confirmed that some of the
traditions were too str.ct or no good.
Others found that some of the Puerto
Rican ways were disadvantageous in New
York. Thus, while she said that most of
the traditions made one more ﬁstable and
well behaved, especially having a close
family, a daughter added that Puerto
Ricans should not be humbte here; they

need to be much more aggressive. A third- .

generation daughter concluded, *
haven't kept these traditions so | can't
ask my children to keep them.” Another
added that some traditions, such as ac-
cepting one's fate, are simply not prac-
tical in American society.

"~ As far as realizing that changes are
taking place in the traditional tatalistic
and accepting attitude of Puerto Ricans
in New York, then, the participants in this
study seem quite knowledgeable. The
data here confirm that the members of
the younger group are indeed loss
fatalistic thai their parents. They are far

‘more likely tq have an activist and plann-

ing approact, to life. in their individual
comments in this area, however, unlike
familism, there does not seem to be much
regret about this sign of acculturation in

~ Neéw York—Astde from & few remarks -

about the developing of an arrogant at-
titude by Puerto Ricans In New ‘York,

-
“ I

.A...f.he_

there was little of the pain and confusion —

that were expressed hbout the decline in
tarily wnity and devotion. Instead, most
of the participants were inclined to feel
that a more active approach is needed in
New York. The young people in this sam-
ple are clearly moving in this direction
and-most do ot seem to regret it. They
have seen that a more activist approach .
is likely to be successful in New York.

Attitude preference. The third area in
which evidence of acculturation will be

~ sought is in a broad consideration of the

preferences that people express as far as
residence, language, and desires for their
children. On each of six quustions, th.g
participants were offered the choice of a
mainiand. a bicultural, or a Puerto Rican
response. Based on these answers, each
person received a score on a general at-
titude preference scale. These scores,
once again, revealed substantial dif-
terences between the parents and their
children. The mothers aad fathers were in
clined toward the Spanish-Puerto Rican
side of the scale. In contrast, the youn3
people were more’ likely to choose an
English-language or American response.
Thus, once more, there is evidence for a-
good deal of cultural change among
these younger Puerto Ricans. Hers,
however, the issue is much more con-
scious than in the cass of very fundamen-
tal values such as familism or fatalism. In
this case, the children expressed a
preference for both cuitures or, in some
instances, the American culture ex-
clusively. ’
in their comments about the indi-
vidual items that compose this attitude
preference scale, the parents, as One
migh xpect, were more likely to lament
the:» of the Spanish language, a desire
to retusn to Puerto Rico, and a hope that
their children would maintain Puerto
Rican ways and marry another Puerto
Rican. In particular, comments about the
connection between their heritage and a
sense of identity were frequent. Cne
father stressed that children must keep
the traditional way so they will “under-
stand where they come from.” A mother
explained that these customs “help
children 10 “know who they are.”” Another
siressed that people “"must remember
Puerto Rico even if they are born here.”
Despite this general insistence on the
desirability of preserving langusge and
culture, there were some parents who saw
the inevitability of change. One mother
acknowledged that *“each genergtion
joses more of its heritage” Another
stated that "when the children leam
English, they become American.” indeed,
some even acknowiedged that . the
change. if not pleasing, was at laast 6xpe-
dient. As one parent said, "“You heed
American values to presper here.” Thus,
in this area, the individual comments of
ithe study ware inclined
to express regret about the changes that
they were very conscious of among Puer-
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. to Ricans in New York." Accompanying

this feeling, however, there was some

- recognition and acceptance of the in-
avitabliity of change on the mainiand, as ¢

there was with fatalism.
The attitude of :he 100 younger peo-

~ ple was quite different. They too realized

that acculturation was and would con-

tinue to otcur in these areas. However,’

there'was littie of the sorrow that their
parents had expressed. One woman, who
considered herself as purely Puerto
Rican, stressed that her children "need to
be American.” Another added that the
children would have to change because
“this is their country.”” One of the young
husbands, aithough he chose a dual form
of identity, commented that he had the
samg opportunities as anyone else
“because | am an American.” In general,

these younger people recognized that

change would occur because “this is
another country,” and children “have to
accept Amefican values.” Unlike their
parents, they did not seem to be upset by
this pattern. Their lower scores on iden-
tification with Puerto Rican preferences
are matched by lack of regret about these
changes in their individual comments. As
one son, who was in the process of mov-
ing his family to the suburbs, said, “to
survive, you must assimilate.” Clearly,
therefore, the 100 children are very dif-
ferent from their parents both in* their
preferences and in their evaluation ot the
eftegt of acculturation. As in the case of
familism and fatalism, they are certainly
moving toward mainfand patterns and
away from thew traditional values. Fur-
thermore. bnly in the question of family
unity did these 100 people seem to regret
the changes or wish that they had no! oc-
curred.

Adaptation to the Mainland

& .
The final area in which to search for

~evidence of cultural change among Puer-

to Ricans in New York is in thewr accep-
tance .of and comfort with mainland

society and values. Here, two variables~

have been created. trust and modernity. in
the first area of trust, the issue is fairly
simple. A recent immigrant to New York is
not itkely to adopt a trusting attitude
toward his new environment. A lack of
confidence and a tendency to feel secure
only with members of their ‘wn group
would not be unique to Puer .ucans ar-
riving on the mainland. Instead, it would
be an alimost universal reaction on the

. part of new arrivals. The deyelopment of a

more positive attitude toward the new
society and its people ean, therefore, be
viewed as evidence of acculturation {o
New York rather than as a rejection of a
specific Puerto Rican value. Similarly, the
development of a more modern attitude
shows movement toward contemporary
American society. Clearly. while some
development has occurred there in recent

|
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¥ ped a$ the mainland in thissen::
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Therefore, Puerto Ricans arriving in New
York would be expected, to be less

modern in their attitudes. The expectation -

would be that their descendants, if they
are acculturating, would be more accep-

~ ting of the mainland appreach:in this

area.

Trust. For the first value. that of trust.
there were significant differences be-
tween the 200 parents and their children.
The older people were far more likely to
agree that children must be taught not to.
coynt on people and-to trust only those
they Kknow well. In addition, they were
more suspicious of people’'s motives and
actions in interpersonal relationships.
For example, they felt that others tended
to be helpful out of self-interest and to
repay kindness with ingratitude. They
also were likely to be less open about
their personal lives because both friends
and relatives might take advantage of this
knowledge. )

Measurement of this value showed
significant differences between the two
groups. The younger pzople were more
comfortable and trusting in New York
than their parents were. However,
although they were different from their
parents, the children indicated that they
were still not totally at hormge in New York.
They retained some distfust for those
around them. They were less suspicious

. of others than their parents, but they w

far from completely sanguine about wha
to expect ifff all their relationships. In
short. the differences with their parents
were significant and noteworthy. but the
realities of life in Mew York and, probably
the experiences of prejudice and dis-
crimination, have preserved a good deal
of suspicion and lack of trust. °

in addition to their iower scores on
the value of trust. the parents differed in

Sanother way from their chuldren. The in-

dividual comments of the older people
were likely to be far more global. A
number of thera concluded that “You
can't trust anyone hare.” No one in the

younger group was that broadly negative -

in reflecting on life in Ngw York. However,
they did tend to agrée with statements
that reflected a lack of trust. where their
parents strongly agreed with such
remarks. Thus, both their individual
remarks and their total scores were more

trusting than their parents, but they were

far from being completely trusting atiout
their ratationships with other people in
New York.

Modernity. The tinat value used to ex-
amine adaptation to the mainiand is the
modernity scale which is based on a
series of ten questions.'' Qnce again. dif-
ferences proved to be statistically signifi-
cant. This group of young people are in-
deed more “modern” in their orientation
that their parents are. '

Among the questigns asked, there
were several where the differences be-

~ VOO mmsuwm i were -par- ..

ticularly apparent. The area of religious

. P

belief -seemed tn ‘be a critical one.

* Although ﬁpoth groups tended to rate

“planning’ as important for the future of
the United States, the primary choice of
the older group was the “help of God.” In
contrast, their children were likely to
select “hard work™ as the key factor.
Similarly, where slightly more than one-
half of the parents believed that someone
could be a good person with no religious
belief, about two-thirds of the young peo-
ple agreed with this statement. The father
who stressed that the problems in this
country were because the people have
“forgotten God™ and the mother who con-
demned ‘‘Americanization’” because she
associated it with a harmful moderniza-
tion reflected the e traditional at-
titudes. The man wh nd life too com-
plicated and “people more sinful here”
would probably agree, but his children
and their children were not likely to con-
cur. An indirect confirmation of these dif-
ferent perspectives and interests is the
fac: that the parents were more likely
than the children to express an interest in
news about religion,

Another area where substantial dif-
ferences appeared is in the question of
the morality of limiting tha number of
chiidren in a family. Although tha majority
of both groups did not think there was
anything wrong with such limitations, a
far greater number of the older group saw
a moral problem here. Furthermore, the
individual comments of the varnous par
ticipants gave a strong indication that the
disagreement on this issue extends to
many areas of family life and the sex roles
within it."” The father who'reported proud-
ly that he forbade his daughter to show an
interest in a professional career because
he thought it would ha'm her prospects
tor a good marniage would find no support
among the younger generatj in this

_study. Indeed. one daughter complained

bitterly that her parents nevey considered
the possibility of a profession for her.
Their only concern was ahd is that she be
a good wife. Her wish, on the other hand,
was 10 complete a college education.
Aside from individual comments

such as this one. the roie of women in.

society seemed to be more of anissue for
the daughters; their mothers failqd to ex-
press much concern about this point. One
of the younger women noted very strong
discrimination against women, particular-
ly with regard to employment oOppos-
tunities. Others addressed the position of
women in Puerto Rican society and at-

tributed their low status to the traditional

“macho’ attitude of men and the accep-

tance of this attitude, which ong woman

characterized as “old-fashioned and sex-
ually hung-up.” by women themseives.
Once again, this was only mentioned by
the younger women who had a more
modern attituds than their parents.
Similarly. within the masriage rela-
tionship itselt, some of the younger
svomen in this study, in contrast to their

mothers, were seeking a new and expa
< .
% o



L . \

aed role. Several commented that some
Puerto Rican traditions were too strict. In
_ paiticular, the view of the wife as having a
place only in the home and not in the
larger society came under attack. These
women felt that they needed more
freedom and that men were too dominant
_in marriage. Others commented that their
husbands had also changed their tradi-
tional ideas and were not as strict as in
the past. For them, marital communica-
tion and not control was the centerpiece
of a happy marriage. Here, too, the in-

dividual comments of the daughters in--

dicated an acceptance of a view of mar-
riage which has moved away. from the
traditional views of their parents and
toward a mawe modern perspective.

An additional item in this moderniza-
tion series where there were major dif-
ferences between the two groups was
whether it is important to understand the
ways of other people. Less than 40 per-
cent of the parents agreed with this state-
ment, but more than 60 percent of their
children also did. Clearly, this open at-
titude toward the ideas and customs of
other people indicates an acceptance of
American society and is a further sign
that the 100 children in this study are
becoming more modern in their beliefs as
well as in their practices.

As in the case of trust, this change
petween the two groups of people in this
sample is, therefore, an indication of ac-
culturation to American society. While
there are some traditional Puerto Rican
attitudes, such as the “machismo” of
men and the need for women to stay at
home, that are involved here, in general,
this modernization movement amgng the
young people can be viewed acr one
toward mainland values ruther than as a
rejection of traditional Puerto Rican ones.
Either way, however, it i$ further evidence
of the pattern of acculturation that ie
clear in other areas. The married children
in this sample are certainly much closer
to the mainiand values and ideas than the
parents are.

The value of the data suurce that has
been used here is particularly evident in
the availability of the responses of
parents and their own children. The
stronger adherence of the parents to each
of the values that have been advanced
here as typically Puerto Rican has pro-
vided additional verification these
values”This is confirmed not only by their

, scoreg on the individual variables, but
aiso by the personal comments that wesre
made on various items. Similarly, for the
values that were used to look for ac-
culturation- toward the ideas of the
mainiand, the older people in this sample

provided further evidence of their ap-

propriatenegs. They were comparatively

fees trusting than their children In their

to New York and its people, and

less modern in the sense in which it has

deen defined here. Again, thelr individual

~ comments were able to provide further

O glitative_confirmation of what their
ERIC A
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scores on these two values indicated.

JThus, tor the tive values examined, the

position of the parents in this sample vis
a vis their children demonstrated that
they were good choices to use to maasure
acculturation in New York.

The position of the parents on each
item has also been used as a standard by
which to measure the progress of ac:
cultu.ation among their children. Here the
tindings show that profound changes are
taking place among these young Puerto
Ricans in New York. The differences were
found to be statistically significant in
every case except one. Although the
fathers in the sample were more likely to

" profess an entirely Puerto Rican identity

than their children were, the differences
were ot great enough to be statistically
significant. However, in every other case
they were. The 100 young people neither
knew Spanish as well nor employed it as
frequently as their parents. Instead, they
were more proficient in English and, thus,
more likely to speak it in their daily lives.
This pattern of acculturation is equally
evident in their values and attitudes. The

100 children were very different from their
parents. Furthermore, these young people
ware moving away from the traditions of
Puerto Rico tcward mainland attitudes. It
is evident that this group of 100 Puerto
Ricans are accultyrating at a rapid rate in
New York. This is firmcd both by their
differences from their parents in each
area and by their own personal comments
on the questions that were asked.

- The one area that does provide an ex-
ception to this pattern is that of identity.
Despite their movement away from Puerto
Rican norms toward those of the
mainland in every other area, not one of
these 100 people chose an entirely
American identity. Even when the content
of Puerto Rican culture, in terms of
fanguage and values, is flosing its
relevance in their daily lives, the isiand re-
tains its importance for their identity. In a
sense, they have chosen to remain
bicultural in their outlook, retaining their
connection with Puerto Rico despite their
ircreasing cultural distance from its
heritage. .

Thus, at first glance the evidence of
this study appears to be somewhat con-
tradictory. Clearly, these 400 young
adults, who are the central focus of this
study, are acculturating fairly rapidly
toward mainiand standards both in
language and in values. Nevertheless,
they are still very much Puerto Rican or,
at least, Puerto Rican-American in their
view of themsaives. It may be true, in the
words of one man in the study, that “To
survive, you must assimilate.” it appears
to. be equally true, however, that to
assimitate well, to adapt succossfullytoa
new and sometimes hostiie environment,
you must know who you are. in assuming
a distinctive identity in American soclety,
these 100 Puerto Ricans have

undergone
dramatic changes in mainiand society. All .

the evidence here indicates thet despite

-

" these changes they have retained Puerto

Rican culture s part of their identity as
Puerto Rican-Amaricans. .

b
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The relationship between mugration
processes and the family has received
‘renewed attention in recent years. Most
of this work has been descriptive in
nature and focused on migration selec-
tivity and decision-making at the place of
origin. Scholars applying a historical-
structural perspective the family or
household as a key socid! group that in-
tervenes between the macro-economic
forces that set the stage for migration
and the individuals who ultimately move.'
According to this perspective, migration
is one among many household strategies
designed to maximize househoid income,
satisfy consumption needs, and improve
- job opportunities. To the extent that the
household has access to kin or social
groups in other communities, migration
will be encouraged and facilitated.

Scholars studying the social
organization of the family have also noted
the importance of household structure
and functioniry in migration processes.’
Just as a household is shaped by the
larger economic system. it is also shaped
_ by the larger sociocultural system which
defines marriage rules, kinship rights,
familial obligations. and inheritance
rules. While migration decisions will be
influenced by the sustenance needs of
the househoid, they will also be influenc-
ed by the socialization standards of the
household. In general, as emotional ties
to the family increase, the probability of
migration decreases or contributes to the
maintenance of closer ties following the
migration process.” The family also
sorves as a link to the larger society, and
information about alternative oppor-
tunities in other areds is transmitted by
the extended family group. Harbison
describes this link between the family
and migration: -

.. . people tend to migrate to places
about which they have information
and where they can expect some aid
or support in adapting to the new
place . . . The assurance of aid and
support in the new environment in-
creases the expectation of
success.!

Studies of international migration
patterns in earlier historical periods have
also observed these linkages between
family members in sending and receivtng
countries. MacDonald and MacDonaid
used the term ‘‘chain migration” to
- describe European migrations to the

United States. Chain migration. reters to
movements organized primarily by the
migrants and is differentiated from “im-
personally organized migration Or move-
ment based on impersonal recruitment
and assistance.”® Exampigs of the latter
would include movements organized by
governments, employers, shipping com-

_panies, and land companies. Chain migra-

tion !s seen as accounting for differential
selactivity of migrants aoross and within
communities in sending countries. Links
between kin and social groups in the sen-
ding/receiving communities serve, on the
one hand, as channels for communicating
information regarding opportunities and,
on the other hand, as the means for
facilitating the spatial transfer and settle-
ment of migrants.

in addition to the importance of kin-
ship ties in the migration decision-making
process and in the actual migration itself.
others have argued that kinship ties in the
receiving countries will influence settle-
ment and acculluration processes.
Choldin” hypothasized that kinship ties
would facilitate the migrant's adjustment
in the host community. Thus, migrants
who received kinship assistance would
make a more rapid adjustment than
migrants who did not. This line of concep-
tual reasoning was influenced by social
disorganization theory. which stresses
the need for primary group relations in
complex urban society to prevent anomie.
Migrants with no kin to turn to in the host
community would have more adjustment
problems than those with strong kinship
ties. Howewer, Choidin's research find-
ings did not support this hypothesis.
While kinship networks were involved at
all stages of the migration process, he
found, among the Chicago migrants he
studied, that those who did not have
relatives present were the most likely to
seek work and leisure activities beyond
the confines of the ethnic community, but
the effects of kinship ties on other adjust-
ment measures were insignificant.
«  Tienda® reviewed theliterature on the
effects of familism on the assimilation of
immigrants and concluded that the find-
ings were inconclusive. Two competing
conceptual frameworks continue to
prevail in the settlement/acculturation
literature. One perspective holds that
migrants with close family ties in the
receiving community will be less likely
than those with no relatives to seek out
support networks, information, and ac-
tivities with non-immigrants in the host

community. As such, migrants with fewer
kin ties will pick up more rapidly the re-
quisite language and social skills that will
advance theifintegration into the host
society. The second perspective holds
that the presence of relatives will
facilitate the initial adjustment process
and continue to provide information and
training regarding host society institu-
tions that will contnbute to integration
over the long run, _

Thete have been almost no empirical
tests of these two competing hypotheses.
This can be attributed to both the dearth
of data with appropriate measures of kin-
ship ties and sefttlement/a~culturation
and the tendency for migration research
to focus on other substantive issues
such as labor market impacts of im-
migrants. There are some exceptions:
Tienda® analyzed the effect of family ties
on occupation and income attainment
among Mexican male migrants to the
United States. While the findings show
that relatives are likely to accompany the
migrant, meet thé migrant upon arrival in
the United States. and provide accom-
modation and other assistance during the
initial ‘'settlement phase, the degree of
familism is essentially unrelated to struc-
tural measures of assimilation. Tienda
concluded that the major effects of kin-
ship ties and assistance in the host coun-
try may be psychological. or a form of
social insurange in the event of economic
or other adjustment problems.

Using recently available data from a
survéy of Dominican and Colombian im-
migrants in New York City. this paper ex-
amines the rélationship between kinship
networks and the migration and settie-
ment process. The central question that
this paper addresses is the effect of
strong family ties and assistance from

.relatives in the host country on *he settle-
ment and acculturation processes of
these immigrants. Two topics will be'con-
sidered: first, the characteristics of these
migrants and their ties to kin in both their
home country and New York Cily; and
second, the effects of kinship ties on
selected measures of the settiement and
acculturation process.

Survey Dats !

In 1981 a probability sample swvey
of 904 Dominican and Colombian
fhousshokls was carried out in New York
City. Interviews were conducted with at
leagt one male or female in the househoid

"

- *The New York City survey was made possible by a grant from the Minority Group Center of the National y

8

* i institute of Mental Health (Grant No. 1RO1MH34340} and by support from Fordham University's Hispanic
Research Center (NIMM Grant No. 1ROTMH30569). i
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who.was (1) born in the Domimican
Republic or Colombia. (2) 20 to 45 years of

. age; and (3) resided in Queens or Northern

Manhattan.” Structured life-history data
were obtained on migration, background

and prévious residence, employment.«

marriage, and fertility. In additior, data
were gathered on household composy
tion. location of and interchanges with
relatives, legal status at entry. and settle-
ment and acculturation. The objective
was to obtain repfeserffm@ data on the
settiement and accultgration processes
of these two immigrant groups. The inter-
. viawers were predominantly Dominicans
or Colombians, fluent in Spanish and
English, trained to administer the com-
plex retrospective lite-history modules.
and instructed to provide assurances
regarding the confidentiality of the
responses. .
*Mispanic areas of concentration were iden-
tified utilizing 1980 and 1970 census dala, 1980
Alsen Address data. eth..agraphic reports, and
personal observations These sources confirm-
ed that in New York City Colombians were
heavily concentrated in Queens and
Dominicans in Northern Manhatian.

. Cotombian and Dominican Migrants in

New York City: Descriptive Overview

Dominicans and Colombians are two
of the newest and fastest growing
Hispanic communiti in the United
States. Other majo® Hispanic com:
munities — Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and
Cubans — are larger in size and can trace
their US. migrations across several
decades and even centuries, in the case
of Mexicans. Dominican and Colombian
migrations to the United States began to
pick up momentum in the early 1960s,
priot, it might be noted, to the 1965 U.S.
immigration Act.' From 1967 to 1976, the
average annual number of legal im-
migrants to the United States-from Cgl-
ombia and the Dominican Republic was
6.000 and 14,000, respectively. During this
same periog an unkaown number of Col-
ombians and Dominicans are believed to
have entered on tourist and other visas
and, subsequently, to have violated the
terms of their visas by remaining in the
United States and/or entering the labor
torce. Dominican and Colombian migra-
tions have been directed almost ex-
clysively to New York City, although Col-
ombians have also been settling in New
Jersey and dispersing to other regions of

" the United States at! a more rapid pace

than the Dominicans. Outside of New
York City. Puerto Rico 1S the major area
that attracts Dominicans.

On selected sqQgioeconomic and
demographic charactersucs. several dif:
farentiais petween Coiombians and
Dominicans, ang tetween maies and
femaies Compared to
Domimicans (o amLians tend to be older
when thay arrize o the United States.
come from 4 more urban background, and

{'.'hi_'f:;r:
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~more highly educated. Dominicans
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i
have a longer average duration of
residence in the United States than Col-
ombians, 11.3 and B.7 ycars, respectively.
Two mpasures of urban background were
examined: those who resided in an urban
area between the ages of 1 and 15; and
place of residence prior to U.S. migration.
Both of these measures confirm that Col-
ombian and Dominican migrants to New
York City are gredominantly of urban
background and, in the case of Colom-
bians, over three-quarters originate in one
of Cotombia’'s four largest cities. Fewer
Dominicans originate from the coJntry's
four largest cities, but the majority (60.7
percent) originate from this group of
cities.

A comparison of current educational.

"‘aconomic, and household characteristics

of these immigrants reveals other dif-
terences. Not only are Colombians, par-
ticularly males, more highly ®ducated
than Dominicans,they are also more lik2ly
to be currently attending school: 20.7 per-
cent of Colombians were attending
school at the time of the survey compared
to 189 percent of the Dominicans. Male
immigrants are more highly educated and
likely to be attending school than

_temales. Colombians are also more likely

to be employed before the U.S. move,
although this difference is largely due to
sharp differentials in the lgvels of female
participation. These differentials in labor
force participation continue in New York.
Currently, Colombians are more likely to
be in the labor force than Dominicans;
aimost 70 percent of the Colombian
females are in the labor force compared
to 51.0 percent of the Dominican females.
However, the participation levels of both
groups compare favorably to those of the
U.S. population as a whole. Sharp dif-
terences also exist between these two I
migrant groups in their use of public
assistance. While 45.9 percent of the
Dominicans are receiving some form of
public assistance, this corresponds 10
20.3 percent of the Colombians. Sex dif-
ferentials in receipt of public assistance
can be noted, with particuiarly high levels
among Dominican females (55.4 percent).

Household differentials aiso
characterize these twoO groups.
Dominicans. tend to live in larger
households than Colombians and have
tewer household members employed and
lower family incomes. An earlier analysis
of the implications of househoid struc-
ture for the income patterns amor.q Jhese
households foudnd that the higher Lolom-
bian househotd income could be at
tributed 1o the lower incidence of female-
headed hnuseholds among Colombians
and, concomitantly. the larger number of
mulitiple earners within Colombian
househotds. Thus. while the individual
earnings of Colombian females were
jower than those of Dominican females.
tt.e total Colombian household income s
higher than Dominican because of dit-
ferentials in househoid composstion and
rates of labor force participation.'’

.9

- Dominican females. in fact, th

-

A comparison of marital status
measures -reveals other important dif-

. ferentials. The maje migrants are more

likely to be “never maried” than the
females, although Colombians are more
likely than their Dominican sex-
counterparts to report such a status. But
the modal marital status for about half of
the Dominican and Colombian males and
for the Colombian females is stable mar-
riage. Dominican females, however, have
a much lower stable marriage rate (41.3
percent). These stable marriages are like-
ly to be initiated after the migration for
the Dominicans but before for the Colom®
bians. Marital disruptions occur for about
a quarter of both male groups and Colom-
bian females, but for 43.8 percent of the
modal
pattern for the Dominican female is
marital disruption. Dominicans and Col-
ombians tend to marry nationals of their
home country (about 90 percent of the
males and slightly lower tigures among
the females).

These sociodemographic differen-
tials between Dominicans and Colom-
bians suggest that Colombians are a
more highly selected group at origin and
that their employment,- educational,
household, and marital characteristics
place them in a favorable situation com-
pared to Dominicans for adjustment in
the United States. Dominican females, in
particular, stand out as 8 particularly
disadvantaged population given their
relatively low levels of education and
higher likelihood of being in single-
parent, female-headed households. The
lower average ‘income among our
Dominican female hquseholds supports
the argument that these households are

- moré disadvantaged than those of

Dominican males or of Colombians.

Family Ties at Various Siages
of the Migration Process

Various measures of family involye-
ment in the decision-making process are
imporgant to considér. The New York City
data contain several measures of reasons
for migration and relative ties both pflor
to and subsequent to the migration. A
general theme in the migration literature
is the importance of economic motiva-
tions underlying migration decisions.
Since migration has generally flowed
from areas characterized by fewer
economic Opportunities than the destina-
tion sites, generally the motivations are
considered to be related to the
sustenance needs_of the households and.
the desire t0 impfgve job opportunities. A
further line of reasoning holds that the
migration decision is reached jointly by
members ol the household. and the in-
diwvidual selected for the actual migration
is the one considered to have the best
Likehthood of obtaiming employment 1n the
place of destination. ¢

The New York migrants were asked
about thed mamn reasons for moving {0

’
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Ahe' United States. We were surprised to
observe that while the modal response by
the maies was “to look for work apd/or im-
one's economic situation,” less

than a third of the Colombian males gave
this as their first response and less than
half of the Dominicat males. Thus, while
economic motivations are clearly impor-
tantthey do not override other factors.
Family reunification was the most impor-
tant response among the Dominican and
Colombian females..and among 29:6 per-
cent of the Dominican males. Of par-
ticular interest is the relatively high
percentage of Colombians who said they
had. a general desire to come to the
United States. Since these data are
reported fot migrants who were 18 years
of age or older when they migrated to the
United Stateg, a bias in favor of famiiy
reunitication and/or undeveloped motiva-
tions would not seem to be present. \n-
asmuch as the legal migrations from both
the Dominican Republic and Colombia
are disproportionately female, on the
basis of these data it appears !nap-
propriate to characterize these as primari--
ty economic-motivated migrations.

Data were also obtained on the per-
gon mainly responsible for making the
decision for the migrant's move to the
_United Siates. These data reveal that the

modal response is that the individual
migrant made the decision to move. But
there are some sharp differences between
the Colombians and Dominicans, as wsll
as by sex. Colombian males are the most
likely to report that they made the deci-
‘gion themselves (74.8 percent), and Col-
ombian females are more likely than both
Dominican males and females to reporl
that they made the decision themselves

(58.1 percent). 'Just over a quarter of the .

females in both -communities reparted
that their spouse made the decision.

‘Dominicans are much more likely than

Colombians to report that their parents
made the decision, with about a quarter
_ giving this response. These findings Sug-
gest that Dominicans are more ilkely than
_Colombians to be.locatedvin social
groups whero migration decisions are
reached jointly by househoid members.
Nonetheiess, only a minority of
Dominicans fit this characterization. in
subsequent work, it will be important to
examine the extent to which joint
decision-making is related to rural
background and educational status.

The living arrangements of the
migrants prior to and subsequent to the
UJ.S. move were also examined. Very few
of the migrants lived alone prior to the
move and. with the exception of Colom-
bian males. most lived in households?
that contained spouseichildren and some
other relatives. For example iy 6.5 per-
cent of Dominican women lived in a
househotd = :.u <pouse only’ of
spouse/chudren. ” compared to 7.6 per-
cent ot the Dominican males. The most
- anangement among Domini:

B i hi ift i - chi
s 12 live with the: chgldren and
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- »ome Other ralatives prior to the migration
(39’5 and 37.2 percent of the females and

v males, respectively). While Colombians

are more likely tq live with thel’ spouses
andfor their children prior to the migra-
tion, they also are more likely than
Dominicans to live with “other relatives.”

During the first six months in the
United States, the vas{ majority of the

"' migrants lived with some other relative.

Dominicans of both sexes and Colombian
females are more likely to be living with
thei?r spouses following the migration
than prior, but Colombian males are iess
likely to live~with théir spouses. In addi-
tion, children are less likely to be present
in the household immediately after the

migration, suggesting that children are .

left betind with some other relative. While
‘the probabilify of living alone or living
with a triend is very low in the home coun-

- try, it is more common in New York.
Among Colombian males, 15.2 percent
live alone during their first six months in
the United States and 27.7 percent live
withra friend. About a quarter 6f Colom-
bian females also live with a friend follow-
ing the migration, but very few live alone.
This reflecis a cultural pattern that em-
phasizes protective, traditional roles for
women, while males can more readily
assume independent life styles.

These data suggest that both family
disruption and reunification accompany
the migration process. They also suggest
that familial living arrangements must be
viewsd in aynamic terms, recognizing
ihat while some migrants precede the par-
ticular migrant, others follow. The vast
majonity of these migrants have other
relatives already present in tLinited
States when they arrive, although
pDominicans are more likely to have
reiatives present than Colombians. These
relatives ar2 likely to be parents or sib-
lings, particularly for the maies. About &
quarter of the temales have a spouse pre-
sent in the Urnited States at arrival, com-
pared to 14.8 percent of the Dominican
males and 6.1 percent of the Colombian

* males. While two-thirds of the migrants

had no other relative follow within the
tirst year of the migration, if one did he or
she was likely to be a parent, sibling or in-
law.

Relative Assistance after
the.Migration

. The presence of reiatives at both
ends of the migration process establishes
the structure that can facilitate informa-
tion flows and assistance exchanges. but
it does not indicate whether such flows
and exchanges artually uccur. Several
types of assistangce can be provided dur-
ing the settlement phase. from emotional
and moral support to accommodations
thousing, food). and.trom information on
employmerit opportunities 10 actual
assistance in locating a job. iraddition i3
determining the assistance received by
migrapts, it is important to examine

.~ . . | 10

whether they reciprocate with assistance
to other relatives and friends who wish 10
migrate to New York and to those who re-
main in the home country. ‘The chain
migration model suggests that” hoth

* forms of assistance should occur as part

of the dynafhic social network linking sen-
ding and receiving communities, We'
found that relative assistance is vely
prevalent during the early phases of set.
tliement of Domiwrican and- Colombian
migrants in New York City. While the
average number of relatives in the United
States at arrival is relatively small—4.8
and 3.7 for the Dominicans and Colom-

. bians, respectively — thess persons pro-

vide considerable assistance to their
migrant relatives. Dominicans have move
relatives present at arrival than Colom-
bians and, therefore, receive more
assistance of all types  from these
relativ 2s. Housing assistance is received
by 78 percent of thé Dominicans, and thy
majority also receive assistance with
tood/clothing, employment, money, and
emotional support. Colombian females
receive more support from relatives than
Colombian males, with housing being the
major type of assistance. Multiple
assistance occurs rather than assista
of a'single type. .
While economic motivations were
not necessarily primary for the majority of
these immigrants, most do enter the U.$.
labor force. Levels of labor force par-
ticipation, particularly among the
females, are high compared to those for
the U.S. population as a whole. Locating
empioyment in the host country can, theve-
fore, be viewed as an important objective

- of these migrags. Since Spanish is their

native languade, they cannot depend
readily upon newspapers and egular
channels of information in the new com-
munity regarding job opportunities. The
New York survey uasked the migrants.
whether they received assistance from
relatives in focating their first job and how
they learned about their current job. It is
interesting to cbserve that over 70 peér-
cent of both groups, undifferentiated by

" sex, learned of their current job through

relatives and friends. While the data in-
dicate smaller levels of assistance with
their initial than their current job sear’
¢hes, this can be interpreted as refiecting
the difference between assistance rectiv-
ed direcsly from ratlatives, versus.
assistance received from
social network of relatives and friends
from the same ethnic community.
In addition to assesSing
assistance received by these migranis
during the settiement process, inforpa-
tion was ootained on their likely sources

of assistance in the future, it they ex-*

penence a tinancial crisis. These fingings
indicate that while most would turn 0
relatives in the Unded States for
assistance. Duminicans are much more
likely to do so than Colombians. While
60.8 percent of Dominican males would

ask relatives in the United St‘ates for .
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’ assistance, 40.5 percent of the Colombian

“males would Colombians are more likely

_ to indicate that they would alsd ask

relatives in their home country for
assistance. It is interesting to observe
that female immigranis are aware that
they couid obtain assistance from govern.
maental agercies and would turn to these
agencies in a financiak crisis: 23.7 percent
of Dominican females would turn fo
government agk.cies and 19.3 petoent of
the Colombians. The likely sources of
assistance in a financial crisis can be ex-
pected to vary by duration ot residence in
the receiving country. Sources of informa-
tion and social networks change as
resfdence in the host community in-
creases. To assess this passibility, the
likely scurce of assistance among recent
migrants in the Unigpd Sfates was ex-
amined. These data confirm that miore re-
cent migrants would be more likely to turn
to relatives than all migrants and, among
the females. less likely 10 turn to govern-
ment agencies.

Not only can these migrants receive
assistance through their kinship and
other social networks, they may also
reciprocate following their establishment
in New York City by providing employ-
ment and financial assistance to their
relatives back home. Previous research on
the social organmization of the family
would lead oneto expect such assistance
reciprocity in a context where the ties be-
tween family members remain strong.
Such social obligations are required for
tamily members to retain membership in
the famuly unit. While such assistance
would be expected for nuclear family
members who remain in the home coun-
try. the grevatence of extended family ar-
rangements among Dominican and Col
Lmbian househoids may mean that a
larger number of relatives beyond the con-

* tines of the nuclear family also receive

remittance and other forms of assistance
from New York based relatives.
Dominicans and Colombians have large
numbers of reiatives in their home coun-
wies even though the number of relatives
present in New York cm has increased
following the migration. The data show
that a third of the Colombians and a
quarter of the Colombians have assisted
relatives in their moves o the United
States; a smaller number have tried to
locate employment for a reiative or friend
priof to that person’s move to the United

friends or relatives locate employment.
For those who try to obtain employment
for a r::::are or a friend, Colombians are
much Iikely than Dominicans to be
successful. .

Remittances to relatives and friends
in the sending country are another impor-
tant form of reciprocity. Since large
numbers of reiatives may remain behind,
remittances are expected as a form of
familial obligation and are needed to
cover the susienance costs of the
O _isehoid. As was notodahovc many of

Males are more likely to heip-

-

these migrants leave children, spouses,
and parents in the home country, in addi-
lion_to siblings and in-laws. The remit-
tance patterns of Dominican and Colom-
bian migrants to re{ptives in the home
country were examined. While nuclear
family members (spouses and chilaren)

are. most likely to be:receiving remit- °
tances. parents, siblijngs and other. -

relatives are also recipuents in the year
priof to the survey, “almost 60 percent of
the male immigrants and 53.6 percent of
the Colombian females sdnt remittances.
Dominican temales are less likely to send
remittances than other migrants inter-
viewed. - ’

The amount of remittanées amohg
those who sent them agveraged $100 per
month for the Colombian males, but
under $60 for the Dominican females;
Dominican males averaged $94 and Col-
ombian females $70. These wouid seem to
be sizable amounts given the average
level of household incomes. Remittances
may be expected to vary as migration
weakens ties to family in the sending
country and with variations in employ-
ment status and other income assistance.
The data. indeed. confirm this expecta-
tion. Remittances are much more likely to
be sent by recent migrants and by current.
Wy gnployed migrants. In contrast,
migrants receiving some form of public
assistance, an indirect measure of pover-
ty status, are less likely ta send remit.
tances. Only among Colombian males
does this pattern vary.

, Given the absence of comparalive
data on assistance patterns among /m-
migrants from other studies, it I1s difticult
to say whether these findings show
higher or lower levels of assistance than
would be expected. One clear observation
is that Dominican and Calombian
migrants to New York receive morg
assistance than thay report that they are
now providing to others. This, however, is

a static depiction of remittance flows .

since it can be argued that the proportion
who serid remittances to relatives in the
home country may Hecrease with U.S:
duration of residence, but the proportion
who provide assistance to relatives who
transfer to New York, either with accom-
modations or housing, will continue to in-
crease over time. At least this would be
the expectation if reliablie data were
available on pattems af remittance
assistance.

Clearly kinship networks play an im-
portant. rols in the migration process
Whether and in what way that assistance
influences the process of integration in-
to U.S. society remains unciear. We con-
ducted a prefiminary analysis that af-
tempts to specify this relationship utiiiz-
ing one indicator of kinship assistance
(the number of types of assistance recelv-

ed from relatives at the time of arrival in

the U.S)) and several measurds of the pro-

cess of assimilation and integration. We

found that migrants receiving many types

of assistance from relatives (lodging,’

. - [
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food, clothes, employment, money, etc.)
tend to be less assimilated than those
who receive fewer types of aid- in this _
sample, immigrant entrance into a protec-
tive environment is strongly related to: .
lower English-language ability, a lower
tendency to use English media, lower
knowledge of U.S. society, a tendency to
have fewer non-Hispanic friends, less in-
tention to remain in the United Statds for
an extendéd period of time, lower occupa-
tional status. and lower income. The
analysis takes into consideration other
tactors relevant to the process’ of
assimulation -acluding rural background,
educational attainment, income, sex, and
the number of years already spent in the
United States. Controlling for these fac-
tors, however, does not weaken the basic
relationships. The present  situation of
Dominican and Colombian immigrants in
New York is clearly intfuenced by the form'
of assistance received from relatives
upon U.S. arrival. This result ditfers from
tingings in studies of Mexicans in the
United States.'’ In any-case, the results
presented here should be viewed as a first
step in an etfort to specify the
mechanisms that influence the process
of integration of Dominicans and Colom-,
biafis in U S. society.

This paper has examined the role of
kinship ties among Dominican and Col-
ombian migrants in New York City. Chain
migration characterizes these two flows
inasmuch as these particular migrants
are well linked into a8 migration system in
which some relatives and friends preced-
ed them to New York, others came with
them, and still others sytsequently mingd
them since they settied in the United
States. Relatives present at the time-of ar-
tival provided multiple forms of assis-
tance, particufarly with accommodation
and employment searches. in addition to
receiving assistance during thelr settie-
ment in New York, Dominican and Colom-
bian migrants to New York City, par-
ticularly male migrants, continue to be an
important link to relatives in the home
country. Assistance has been provided "
with employment searches and accom-
modations for relatives who wish to-
migrate to New York, and ramittances are
regyjarly sent by the majority of these
migrants to relatives in their home coun-
try. 4

Severai studies have stréssed the im-
portance of kinship ties, both in determin.
ing who migrates in the tirst place and in
intiuencing the settiement and gdjust-
ment process in the host country.
Nonetheless there is no well
conceptual framework concerning the
potential impacts of Kinghip ties and
assistance on the subsequent life-c Iwgwn
of immigrants. As such, & caut ap-
proach is required in deysloping empiricat
tests of particular idess. The dearth of
both tonceptual and empirical wqrk
creates a situation in which one might
provide suppost for a particular ‘notign
mmnmmumemmmm ’
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potentially contradictoiy, to the broad&
tssue of the role of kinship networks in
the migration process. ]
The analysis presented in this report
cltearly demonstrates that famiiial ajd
recoivod at the time of first arrival in the
United States dges have an impact on the
subsequent course of events in the life-
. Cycie of the:migrant. When the aid Is more
extensive, a teskiency to remain within the
ive contines of the immigrant com-
munity resuits. This tendency is not due to
the differential backgr of those who
recejve different lpfmsw. nevertheless
some form of. selectivity¥hay be operating.
Consequently, more effort is required to
specify precisely the impact.

* A final comment may be appropriate
regarding the importance of rusearch on
family ties in the cntext of policy
relevancée. U.S. immigration policy places
a major emphasis on family reunitication.
As such it is hardly surprising to lind that
kinship networks play such a major role in
the decision-making and settiement pro-
cesses of these migrants. Since direct
récruitment of labor in ;oreign countries
is no longer of the importance it once was
in U.S. immigration dynamics, one could
argue that these informal social networks
provide an important subsidy to the in-
dividual migrants and even to U.S. socle-
ty, since the labor of these migrants is ob-
tained without having to absorb the
human capital expenditures during their
formative years. Given the importance of
family networks in establishing the

- Dominican and Colombian communities
in the United States in the past 20 years,

and the large number of relatives who are

. potentially eligible fos U.S. visas, one
could argue that these flows can be ex-
ted to continue for some time. U.S. im-
migiition policy will likely continue to
favor family reunification. Certeinly no
one has Bdvocated that spouses,
chijdren, and eiderly parents not be ad-
mitted. Some debate exists regarding the
sdmigsion of aduit brothers and sisters.
Thud the migration momentum developed
* by the initial waves will continue to be im-
portant in facilitating the continued
ransfer of Dominicans and Colombians
the United States in the decades
ahead. ’ , .
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