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. : . While audience analysis.is an important concept to be o
~ taught in any beginning speech class, seldom are students urged to

view their classmates as an authentic audience and to censider their
needs and interests in speech planning. The Dyadic Interviewy Activity,
is one,that ‘can help students apply the principles of ‘audience
analysis in planning their clesroom speeches ., The Dyadic Interview
Activity is used during the first or second class meeting of the

. semester. This getting acquainted activity involwes the students in -
pairing-up and gathering information about one another. Additional |
information such as hobbies, ‘goals,- interests, group memberships, and
concerns about current ewents is generated in the interviews. The

structure of the introduction speech is then discussed, and students %

putline a short speech about their partners. Students then stand
before the -class and introduce their partners via their speech. The
‘remaining students take notes on the characteristics of each of the
studen;s;aé they-are introduced, and the resulting 1fst becomes the
'basis foY viewing the class,as an authentic audience. As a written
follow-up asgsignment, students are asked to write down five topics
that the class woéuld be interested in based on the-data from the
introductions. (A sample written assignment resulting from theé dyadic
activity is appended). (HTH) - . ’ |
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Viewing the.Speech Class as an Authentic Audience:
An Activity and Assignment for Beginning Students *

Joe Ortiz, Inatructor of Communidatfon
Eastern New Mexico University-Clovis

Abstract

had ’
. .

,/’Thiq paper outlines an activity -and ﬁssignment to assist
studcpts in choosing realistic speech t0picq. Beginhing speech
students are not -always comfortable with the process of chopsing
a topl¢. This occurs primarily because the students may not be .
familiar with thelr classmates, dnd thus, thelr interest.

Through the activity and assignment suggested, students should:

(1). become better acquainted with their classmates, énul(Z)
consequently gain an’Insight to- topics that mny be of “intergst
to the class. .The appendix ®ntains a student's paper that K
resulted from the written asqignment.‘
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Activity

. ; Viewing the Speech Class as an Authentic Audience:
' An Activity and Assignment. fof BeginningﬂStudeﬂta

» . : v
-

DeLidinb what topic to speaklon provides a real dilemma for bcginning

»

speech students. The question, "What topic should I speak On?” 1s ong, that

. :
stems from the fact that many students are not familiar with‘their classmates.

e 4

While gudience analysis is an important concept to be taught "in any beginning '

[N .

speech class, seldom are the studentelufged,to view thelr classmates. as an'

*

L

. -
» .
authentig audience;ehnd to congsider thelr needs -and interest 1in speech '
. ' ‘1 A S . .
planning. A8 Lucas'(1983) contends, - . y ' '

There 18 a tendencv——among étudents and teachers alikq——to view
‘the classroom as an artificial speaking situation. . "The best *
classroom speeches are those that take the classroom audience

as seriously ak a 1awyer, a politician, a minister, or an

. _adVertiser takes an audience._ (p 66)

\ ’

Beginning spéech students should not only learn tHe principlos of‘audienbe_

analysis, but they should be applyig% the principlcs in planning for thei’r

‘Llassroom speethes (Holloway,.1984) Out][nod in this paper 1s af’ activity

and'qssipnment that T have used to help students in realiying the

Importance of audtence analys]s in planning their classroom’speeches. Tn

’

e

dddition, the activity to be cited alsp serves as a good icebreaker and
’ .‘ . . : .

first speaking experience for the students,

b /

1. "The, Dyadio Intervlew Activity is used on the first or second’ qlass
meeting of_the!semester, This popular getting acquainted a(tivity
involves the students in pairing-up and gathering'information about

one another, The Iinformation is more than name, rank, and serial

numoer'in nature. Additional information such as hobbies, goals,
. . .. .0

v . . dnterests, group memberships, and concerns ahout current events is

v

L . ~' . R "
also generated in thesinterviews, . Still further, T ask them to
' . »
v . T ., -"'_ ]
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" find out:something unfhue"abdut their partners. This firSt stage '
. ( “ 4. )
serves an icebrbaking function for thc initial class meeting(s)g

ot

2, After the informatiOnwgdthering sta5e 1s complete, T briefly. discuss

‘outline a'short speech-about their partners, encouraging them to

_— use any unique infd{mption bathered as an attention~getting deviee.‘
.

: wpen all students have outlined a’'brief speech (1-2 minutes in-

’

length), they proceed‘to s;;;fﬂiffore‘the class and {ntroduce their

’

- “w

partners via the speech, s second part of the activity.serves»

»

as a first’ speaking experience to. begin a climating the students

ito speaking before a group.A

3. As a student 1is being introduced by\his/herApartner,uthe remalnder
. . ~
.

- o . . - : _ y
.0f the class should be taking niotes on who the student is. Specifically,.
‘ B ' . _

I tell thém to note the student's_marital status,'hobbies, intgrests,

- 3

have compiled a 1ist of various characteristics that.renresent.
7.’ . Yhd.their classmates are, Thig 1list is the basis for.cpming to_view
the class as an‘authentic.audieﬁce. |
Written Assignment ° ".tf’?, A - "

' | During’ the unit on audience -afalysis the students doianfassign@ent“

. r . .
- \ v . -
o .

the-structure of 4 speech to introduce, and have the students )
. . T . ’ . s »

) groyp membershigs, concerns about current events, etc, After all of -

the students have been introduced by thelr partners, the class shouid

ot

i
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based’on the list of their classmates' marital status, bobbies,’interests, .

?- group memberships, concerns abdut current evehts, efc, Using the list,

be interested in based'on inferences. drawn ErGh the data (Nelson and

Y
" “Pearson, 1984).

. . ) . »
. i

the students are asked to write down five topics that the claqs would

-3 . . '7' R
For example, a student may recognize that the ,class



. "'fjf majority’of them are first semester freshmen.

 from data, etc.).

‘
.
A}

may be imterested in a SpeLCh on note-taking ‘skills since a

Still another may

;;_ ' infer that parental issues may be of interest if the ckass consist

",

of many parentsu\ Ultimately, the student should produce Tive topicsL-

that the-data suggest would be of interest to the elass, and explain

hnY

Lwhy's/he believes, the topics wpuld be of 1nteres§; The appendiX'
contains a student's paper that resulted from this assignment. = °
_ L e
kssentially, the pogl of the assignment 1s: to have students cotsider

L3

v \ D
- the basic principles of audience analysis when planning a speeeh (i.e., .

. demographics, theé audience's needs and interest, the need to draw inferences’

- R N
The more complex assessments of attitudes, amount of
o .

'. knowledge,_and_process analysis among others are not considered with this

oY

‘activity and assignment. Yet, the basic assessments that precede all others

~

e

..

. and assigliment; tha@ béing the concern of not knowing what wi11 be of . interest

H

to\. the audience (class). Through further conqultation with the instructor
¢ . v

- or the activity suggested by Rossiter (1973), the beginning speech'student

reduces to some dekree‘the uncertalnty associated with topic-Selectinn.
. , ;

In the process, the class will b&“viewed as an authentic audience, no longér

4

having to be a captive-audience in am "artificial context." . C
. \ N *

¢ S “ oo

A "

are eonsiderei;,/Pﬁtthermore, a real concern is attended to with the activity
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The following written assignment vas turned in by Kevin Crouch~~a

apeech student duning the Spring 1985 Semester.at ENNU—Clovis. I consider

_ Kevin S paper to be a good ‘model of the written assignment discussed earlier.

... The paper does~contain some grammatlcal errors,-but overall.it 1s exemplary.

- Audience Annlysis Paper . ; T
o . . by Kevin Crouch s

The'topi%a that come‘to mind are_many. .One area that codldibe covered
in.a aoeech tnat would relate to'tH{s audience is, "How tdxmanage your time
more effectively to help you maintain a family and attend college " This;is
an area that could be of interest to the.class. Trying.to juggle.time“sof

.V,_th.at al.l'“of' the necess& things in 1ife are completed 1s quite complicated.:—'

‘The class as a groupAdodhaveﬁfamilieS'and any knowledge'on how to make more

“time for these activities could *be of benefit to them, This'tooic coqu'

0
-, . . . - . ()

¢ h

have rea}- value to, this audience.

' . o ¥
, .

Another area that would relate to t s, "Children_in the

*home." The data that we collected show that the class c

still liVlng in the Home. This area has'many possibilities And the depth of-

3

coverage could vary greatly:'

The area of sporte wasianother_coﬁmon subject‘that showed uo 1n the data.

This area of. interest could be caused/bylthe trend in the nation’s concern

3 ’ L »

sof health and fitness. This: topic 1s very broad and much\tﬂgppht would need

to be given to the exact message to be imparted by the apeech Health and

?
I .

_the whole family could be considered

' . ) . L “«
’ 4

‘The world's state of war_is a topio of concern to many, This topic.is

r
-

) . ° ) . . H .
“ever present In the news and on our mindg. The class showed much concern

. - il . v N
] s B v . ¢

tains many chijdren

~
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about this issue. "To prepére a speech_pnfthié ﬁopié ﬁduldabd difficul; éﬁd}agf

further evaluationm of the audience's needs would be h@cesaar to'bnésent a -
. ~ . 9 - : y to ! _

* 1,"’\4 .

- B Y

more.concise topic. However, this 1s a major concern for most of t

he class ~
. L@

and the possibilities need to he explored. l - I -

A.speech concerned with an aspect of military life is an area that could

PR P4

be of value tg this audience. Ihe majority. of.’the students are attached to

4 i

-

the military diyécfly or by marriage. This area would take a lot of. research
for me to cover I_don't_know‘much about 1its. function. This would be.of;

?interest to me because 'of the lack of knowledge in this area. 'I; woﬁld_

. v
r

Antroduce me t# a.new.subject and perhaps at the same time -give miew a

. different perspective to the apdience'because of a third party's look at

<

j:héi'r_rl.ife. ? .




