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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted (1) to identify the methods
used by land-grant institutions to increase the caveer awareness of
home economics majors and (2) to identify the specific minors,
options, or emphasis areas that are"being implemented at these
institutions to increase the career alternatives of home economics
education majors. A questionnaire was sent to the head home economics
educator at 67 land-grant institutions in the United States, with a
return of 82 percent (69 percent usable). The results of the survey
indicated that 50 percent of the 1982-83 home economics education
majors secured teaching positions following graduation, and 8.2
percent secured positions with the Cooperative Extension.Service.
Head teach educators at two-thirds of the institutions reported
that their . .ograms were not designed to prepare home economics
education majors to enter positions other than teaching and/or the
cooperative Education Service. The other third indicated that their
programs primarily included preparation for employment in business or
community and adult education, and/or gerontology practice. Methods
used to inform students of career alternatives were advising, guest
speakers, student organizations, career reports, brochures,
interviewing home economists, observations, and placement services.
The study concluded that students are still attracted to home
economics education programs for the primary purpose of being
prepared tc teach, and that teaching, along with the Cooperative
?xt?nsion Service, is what the programs are preparing them to do.
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PREPARATION OF .UNDERGRADUATE. HONE rconomcc; EDUCATION T
- MAJORS FOR CAREER ALTI:R'\IATIVI‘C; ' L o
There havo been several studies in the past two years that '
:contributéd to information on career alternatjves. These studies .
include; Rossman, Parsons, and Ho]man. "Careew Alternatlves for
lome Fconomlcs Educators"' Dohner. "Career Alternat:veo for Home
Fconomics uducat;on Gruduates"; bgll, Wallace, and Lee,
"Charactbristiés of Faculty; Students,fand ProgramS”.
| (Insert Table 1) The pUrposa of thls study was two«fol¢ (1)
to 1dent1fy the mothods used by land grant 1nst1tut10ns to
increase the career awareness of “home economics education majo;s-
‘and (2) to identify thé.specific ;inoré, options, or emphasis
areas that‘are'being implemented at land-grant ingﬁithtionsato
increage.thecayger alternétives of home économics education
‘majors. A quesfi&nnairé was;Sent to. the head Kome econpmics
educator at 67 land-grant institut1ons Jn the contnnontal United
States. Fifty-five (827) of the questlonnaires were returned,

Nine (17%) questionnaifes were unusable because }he institutions - A

did not foer a degree program in home economics education,

Therefore, forty-six (697) of the returned questionnaires were

nsed in the actual data analysis, ' e

.
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States “the. following infqrmation was collected., Twenty-six (49%)

h

RESULTS,

In order to develop a demographic prd?ileuof home economics
education at landmgranﬁdinsiiﬁutions in the continental United .
of the respondents reported heving a university student .enrollment
of over 15,000, (Insert"Table 2) The results of the survey

o

indicated that the current student ‘population taking courses.in

~ the home economics unit of the reporting institutions ranged from

less than 100 to over 1000;

. ) . ' o . .
At the 46 institutions offering a degree in home economics

~education, the average number of students majoring in home

economics education at the time of the study was 39.3 per

ingtitution. . (Indert Table 3) The number of students who )
?

graduated with a bachelor's degree in home economics education
declined from an average of 19.11 per institution in 1978 to an

i

average of .11.5 per institution in 198Z, * AN
Of the 108283 hone economics education majoré, 50% secured

teaching positions following ‘graduation, and 8.2% secured
ES . . I i . _‘, L
positions with the Cooperative Extension Service. Thirty-thred

(63.5%) of the institutions reported that a'master's depree was

- not required for employment with the Cooperative Extension Service

in their state.

Head teacher educators at 31 (67.4%) of thelf ditutions

reported that their programs were not specifically designed to
: .v 2' R




' prepa;e home economics'eduéétiOn majors to enter positionslother
_than teachin‘ and/or ‘the Cooperative T‘xten ion Serv:.ce. Fifteon
(32%) 6f the respondents 1nd1cated that their programs were 50
de51gned, These programs pr1marily 1ncluded preparatlon for
emploxment in bus1ness-or community, opportun1t1es in adult

~education, and/or gerontology practica.
(Insert Table 4) In order of frequency, the Methods used:to
~inform students of career alternatives}Were advising, guest

speakers, student organlzatlons, career rsport" brochures/flyers,

‘jntervlew1ng home’ economlsts, observatlons, and placement

services.! 0f those responding, 15 (32%) cited,other methods whien

were ut11{7ed in informifig students of'career options. These
methods included orlcntatlon courses, careor exploratlon sem:nars,
internships, slide presentations, bul]etln boards, career day,

l,dlsplays, and professional meetings.,

[4

(Insert Table 5) Of “the varlous positions which attracted home

economics education majors; teaching was ranked flrst having
‘attracted 50% of the students sooh after praduatlon 1n 1983, Tﬁe
v
'Cooperatlve Extension Service was ranked second folloved by ,'\
\business and graduate school, whlch were,a close third and fourthv
. respectively. In rank order, the other career fields that

nttracted the greduates Were-human services, goverenment services,

'fullmtime-homemaking, and research.' o




_ CONCLUSTOAS

Although the conclusions. of this study cannot be generalized

»

@

_ beyond home ecOnomics education programs at land—gtant"'

1nst1tut10ns, the flndlngs may have 1mpllcat10ns for 31m11at

1981, the field of. home economlcs educatlon

enro]lments in teacher educatlon programs,

Klng, considering curront trends in education natlonwlde, it’'is -

~Q

years before leveling off.

Findings from thrs study revealed the -

home economics educétipn'graduates found employment in teaching

following graduation.

oyersupply of teachers while,simultaneously

.uthe decllne at land-grant 1nst1tut10ns.

This finding suggests that students are -

As stated by Bertha G. _

| programs at other Jnstltutions. Accordlng to Harper's

: dntlcipated that some programs will be dlscontinued

qtudy in
‘is facing an
coping with deciining

~ This study document's

. specu]ated that this decllne in- enrollment may cont:nue d few more.

If the decline does contlnuc, it is ,t

~

half of the 1082-83 °

still attracted to home economics education,pfograms, for the

primary purpdi? of preparing to.teach, The majorlty,of the

respondents-reﬁc:ted that their programs were not specifically

s,
.....

. : . 2 .
designed to prepare home eéonomics education majors to enter

positions other than teachlng and/or with the Cooperative-

hxten31on Service;

It can be concluded, therefore, that with few

‘exceptions, home economics educators responsible for program

pianningfcontinue~to be cdmmitted to_the original objective of

L4

- . ;



:- ..“ . t ) - .~ - -‘. . = l.v . . - f/ ‘
the;r programss to prepare home economics teacners and o g - L
I ' cooperative extension agents.- Home economics educators appear to

: prefer to concentrate on doing "what they do best" Father than - e

diversifying aﬁd/or‘diluting‘their‘proérams. , S y
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TABLE 1
-ObjectngS
1. To identify the methods used by land-grant institutions to
increase the career awareness of home economics education
. majors; | : ' | : . !
2. To 1dent1fy the specific minors, options, or emphas1s areas
that are be1ng 1mp1emented at lpnd grant 1nst1tut1ons to
. 1ncrease the career a1ternat1ves of home econom1cs educat1on
- majors; T T
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550 - 700 .

é.

Table 2 °
Home_Economics Student Erirollments in Land-Graqt Institutions

L]
a - "\\

" Home EConomica;Enro]]ment Number of Institutions' o Percentéde

NS
7.4
B2 .
8.7 : )
4.3
7.4
4.3
15,2

 Less ‘than 100
100 - 250
250 - 400
400 - 550

L
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1

700
350 |
Over 1000 '_ o - i..'

_850 . ' .l

LN

1000

" Total . . o 100000 ST
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Tabie 3 G -
e R
Students Graduating from. Land-Grant, Institutions -
With a Bachelor"s Degree in Home Economics Education
N o ' : S ’ RN

4

& -

' Academic Year - Total Gradﬁates | o ;§ . p .
. 1978 - 1979 . 82 - .19 .
i | 1979 - 1980 783 . ‘ 17.8 o
- | 1980 - 1981 634 | S e ]
1981 - 1982 R 619 . - 13.8 K
| 1982 - 1983 518 IR BRI .
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" Ohservations °

‘ Tab]e 4

.-

Me£h0d§ Used to Inform Studénté of Career A]térnatives

.
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. Method | ) Rank  Fréquency

—t

Percentage

_Advising . w3+

ﬂGuést Speakers ‘7 33 ’
. Student Organizations-a | 30

Career Reporting 26

Qrochures' 24,
:'Ipterviéwing' 21

19
Placement Seryicég i

.Other 15 .
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College Catalog
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93.5
7.7
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. , Table 5 :
. N , o '. o0 § ..
» Positions that Attracted Home Ecoromics . T
Educetion Graduates Following Graduation I o
-t _', , - MR )
"Position = X Rank S . Rank Order * ™ -
: . - . 3 . .

N
.Education

AN

: ,z11.15-.' | S .

the highest percentége of.gfadUateéJto 8,(posit%on;attracfing the ;'?

lowest percentage of gfaQuateé).'

"’ Cooperative.Extension ‘3?25 | S | 2 :
Business . - 3.3 3
.'GraduateySchoél 3.87 ,' K - 4

Huhan Services 4231 3 | 5 |

'Gpvernmént Se;Vices\g 5.4 - - R 6 | . {1_/_ ;

Homemaking (unpaids-‘i 5.80 | . 7 . E ' #
) : o - .

Research -\ﬂ!& 7.3, ‘ ' '_;8- ‘

. Egig,'.Respondenté-raned_thg:npsiE}ons from”1'(96§f;i6n attracting - SR
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