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Introduction

atholic education and Catholic
Schools have veny lofty goals The Second Vatican Council said these goals
include "ensuring that the baptized . may grow ever more conscious of the
gift of taith which they have received that they may learn 1 adore God the
Father in spint and in teuth (cf Jn 4:29), especially through liturgical worship;
and that they may be prepared to lead their personal lives according o a4 new
nature, 0 justice and holiness of truth (Eph. -4:22 24 so that they may reach
perfect nuturity. and make their contribution 16 the increase of the Mystical
By (Gravissimeem Educationis, 2)

The ultimute goal of our schools is to enable cach of the baptized o hive to
the tull thewr baptismial dignity and vocation. Qur schoals are intended to be a
setting where the whole person can be educated and formed in a Christ
centered world view that will equip them o take an ative part in the transtor
nution of socety and the realization of a4 more peaceful and just world

In recent veans in the United Suites the number of non-Catholic teachers and
espectally students in our schools has grown. Non-Catholic students have
mcreased from 2 7 in 1970 0 10.6% in 1983, In the region of the Southeast
they make up 10 5% of the student population.

What imphications does this data have for the goals and practice of Catholic
cducanon i our schools? The phenomenon has happened without 4 ot of
conscious thought being given to its ramifications. Parents have intuitively seen
our schools as a plice where pre-eminence is given to moral values, discipline
and quabiny education and we have accepted and welcomed therr children,
often irrespeective of religrous affiliation.

Perhaps now s an appropriate time for more reflection on this phenomenon
and even tor developing some guidelines or principles that nught be appli-
cable tor the 1ole of non Catholic parents, teachers and students inour schools
To spark o dulogue towacds this end, we assembled in this publication
twor articles which ookt the topic from se - hat contrasting pomts of view
We dare very gaatetul 1o Father James Hawker and to St Thea Bownun for
contributing to this etort and we pravertully hope it may be of practical benetit
to all mvobved mothe grear mmisiny ot Catholic educiaton

Rev Franas 1 Keliv

Executive Director

Deparntment of Religious Education
National Catholic Educational Assooation

Vv
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The Schools as an Evangelizing Community:
Guidelines Regarding Teachers,
Pupils & Parents

Rev. james Hawker

s 1 reaall the many wonderful ex-
periences of my youth I remember with gratitude my vears at Cathedral High
school in Boston. Cathedral High was much more than a building of brick and
mortar It was a graced environment in which the person of Jesus Christ was
central and the wonders of His Gospel were shared. It was a magnificant seting
in which the vouthful participants were enabled to understand and appreciawe
the relationship hetween culture and faith; between faith and life. Those of us
who attended the school, located in the inner-city, were guided to appreciate
our dignity and uniqueness and to cultivate our lives and talents

At the time. in the nineteen fifties, thirty Sisters of $t. Joseph comprised the
taculty at Cathedral High. There were no lay teachers. All of the students,
coming from a variety of ethnic backgrounds, had been baptized in the Crhohe
Christian tradition. During the intervening years, however, the composition of
the faculty and student body has been transformed significantly at Cathedral,
Presently most of the faculty are lay people. More than fifty percent of the
students represent religious affiliations other than the Catholic Christian tradi-
tion,

Although the situation at Cathedral High hias evolved over the years the
school his continued to exercise a truly unique and valuable service as an
educatsonal agency of the Church. This is due in large part to the willingness of
the personnel therein to consider seriously the mission and responsibility of
the Catholic school in relation 10 those persons within the school who are
identified with other religious raditions and 1o formulate & positon on the
muter.

The experience of Cathedral High School in Boston 1s not unfamiliar to many
administrators on the elementary or high school level. Others have been
exposed to i less dramatic transition, Undoubtedly, still others have dealt with
the realiny of the non-Catholic in the Catholic school for many years. There is no
doubt, however, that many administrators, whether on the diocesan or local
level, have reason to examine thoughtfully the issue under review in this paper

Ret Jumies Hauteer, Divector of Rehigious Education. Archdiocese of Buston, Massa husctts
Past Prosident, National Canlerence of Directons of Religous Education-NCFA
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and to ostablish a policy or position in relation to the non-Catholic in the
Catholic school.

Betore we examine the matter of the non-Catholic i rhe Catholic school it is
necessany (o consider briefly three relared areas. First. the mission of Jesus
Christ iftiymuch as the Catholic school is founded upon Jesus. Secondly, the
mission of the Church since the Catholic school is an agency of the Church.
Third, the mission ot the Catholic school as an educational agency of Chiristand
the Church.

Jesus: Sent By The Father

First, the mission of Jesus Christ. The Lond Jesus is the primordial Sacrament of
the Father. He, by life and lifestvle, word and deed, manifests the Father's
faithful presence and enduring love. Jesus always respects His hearer's free-
dom. Y, Jesus urges the person to expand his consciousness, to broaden her
horizons. He invites the person (o be converted, to turn to the Father, to accept
Him and His message.

Jesus is the supreme Evangelizer. He proclaims the Good News of Salvation. !

Jesus is the supreme Catechist. He expliins the meaning and ramifications of
that Good News.

The: mission of fesus is pastoral. He reaches out to the total person whom He
mevts. He speaks to the heart, mind and soul of the beneficiary of His caring
presence.

The mission of Jesus is eductional. He proclsims a Gospel of peace and
justice. hope and jov. He shares His interpretation regarding the sousce, the
meaning and the end of life. He discusses the importance of accepting and
implementing His vision, His values, His convictions, His attitudes. He stresses
the necessity of cultivating a spirit of unity and service if one is to be His friend
and disciple. He teaches the wonder and ramifications of the ineflable gifts of
Faith, Hope and Love.

Jesus reveals, affirms, guides and heals. He reveals the love and faithfulness
of Gond andd in the words Pope John Paul 11 Hikes 10 use “he reveals man o
himself” —shows him his dignity and eternal destine and the equality of all
human persons under God. Jesas affirms the importance of each and calls on
cuch 1o deredop hisher gifis. Jesus guides by teaching us how to five and heals
as the Sivior.

'm Church: Sent in Cbrist’s Name

Pope John Paul 11, while in Boston, reminded the youth of America that the
mission of the Church is pastoral and educational. The responsibility of the
Church within every age is 1o offer a truly Christian interpretation of life and
reality: 10 share a Christ-like appreciation of the meaning and alue of the
penon: 1o maded and exemplify the manner in which persons should live and
relate. The Church fulfills this ineffable task by accepting, cultivating and
sharing the Word and Spirit of Jesus Christ.
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The Church as the Sacrament of the Father's love, and enlivened by His
Spirit, is missioned by the risen Lord to evangelize —announce the Good
News? 10 catechize —unfold the message in its beauty and splendor?

The Church, as the extension of the risen Lord, is sent to witness and
prophecy. to be g community committed to peace and justice, to be a people of
hope and jov?

The Church as the Body of Christ is commussioned by the risen Lord to go
and teuach: 1o proclaim His vision, to share His values, to celebrate the Myvstery,
to serve the Kingdom.

All the while the Church, like her founder and head, must fulfifl a four-fold
pastoral mission. She, too, must revetl, nﬂirtf.( guide and heal,

The Catholic Scbool: Sent by Christ and The Chburch

As we realize, an accurate understanding of the nuture and mission of the
Catholic school cannot be achieved unless we consider the school's relation-
ship to the isen Christ and the teaching Church.

During the past two decades we who exercise a leadership role in the
mmustry of Catholic education have been enlightened and guided, comforted
and challenged by timely Church documents. They have discussed significant
issues that relate to the nmure and mission of the contemporary Catholic
school. The Declaration on Christian Education (1965), The General
Cegecheticad Directory (1971), To Teach As jJesus Did (1973), Teuch Them
(1976), The Catbolic S5chool (1977) and The Neational Catechetical Directory
(1978, Lay Catholicos in Scbools: Wit:exses to Faith (1982) have assisted us to
tultill our responsibility as educttional 'eaders. The nature and mission of the
Catholic school have been described cleardy in these documents. They have
viewed the Catholic schoaol from a healthy contextual perspective and dis-
cussed its unigue contribution in implementing the pastoral/educational mis-
sion of the Church.

Being sensitive 1o the insights shared in these documents how might we
dkescribe today's Catholic school? 1 offer the following sttements, each of
which could be expunded significantly, as a partial response to that timely
question

® The Catholic school is identified with the Church as a stracured commu-

ity

@ The (itholic school participates uniguely in the pastonsl/educational

misston of the Church,

® The Catholic school iy a developing community of Faith, founded upon

Jesus Christ — His penson and message, His vision and values.

® The Catholic school is an evangelizing community within which the spirit

of the' Gosped is shured and experienced, taught and caught.

® The Catholic school is a catechizing community within which the hasic

teachings of Christ and His Church are shared.

3
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e The Catholic school is a4 grace-filled setting within which there is a
svithesis of culture and faith and a synthesis of faith and lite.

® The Catholic school is an environmental setting within which spiritual
formation and growth are fostered by means of liturgical and other praver
experiences.

® The Catholic school is staffed by comnuttend Catholios, whether fay, reli
RiOUS OF priests.

e The Catholic school is staffed, in some instances, by non-Catholies who
accept and strive to fulfill the gaals of Catholic education and who partici-
pate in the prayer life of the community to the extent that they are able.

Fach Catholic school is expected to be an exciting environment within which
Faith marures and develops as the Good News of Jesus Christ is proclaimed,
lived and shared ®

The success of the Catholic school is dependent, in no small part, upon the
willingness of the adult participants to open their hearts to the gift of Faith and
to cultivate that gift day by day. At the same time:, they must share the meaning
and ramificanons of that Faith with one another and with the students in their
care,

Those who minister within the Catholic schools should accept and imple-
ment the spirit of To Teadh As Jestes Did® Each is called 1o impart the message,
form community and inspire service. Some will fulfill that responsibility, at
least i part, in religion class. Others will do so by the manner in which they
share truly Christian attitudes and values within the context of their chissroom
teaching and personal relationships”

All thase who minister within the Catholic school by word and example
assist those in their care to open their minds to grasp God's truth, their hearts to
accept God's love, their hands to serve God's poor. They guide the young to
appreciate their lives, cultivate their talents and share their gifts as unique
persons who have been and are being loved and liberated by the Lord of life.
The student can be enlightened and encouraged by the quality of uncondi-
tional care manifested in the words and deeds, life and lifestyle of the truly
committed educator in the Catholic school ®

The Religion Curriculum in The Catholic School

The religion curriculum that is implemented within the Catholic school shases
the: Sasic teachings of Jesus Christ in 3 systematic manner. The presentation of
those teachings may manifest an evangelistic spirit from various points of view,
First, if the student body includes non-believens and seligion curriculum is
concerned with helping them 1o respond to the signs of Faith or God's saving
action on their behalf

in other words, evangelization, in the strict sense, has as its purpose, the
arowsing of the beginnings of Fatih. Secondly, the religion curriculum s
evangelistic to the extent that it introduces 1o belivers a particular sign for the
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first time or prosents it in such a way that the bebiever grasps its significance for
the firt ume. Thirdly, the religion curriculum is evangelical inasmuch as it
shares the teachings of Christ to believers and non-believers with enthusiasm
and oy

The evangelical dimension of the catechetical enterprise 15 essential as the
students within the Catholic school participate in religion class® The Good
News spuaks to them clearly about their roots and destiny, their meaning and
dignity, their lives and relationships. It offers a vision of life and realiry, an
interpretation of creation and history. Every student within the school should
be afforded an opportunity of coming to know the person of Christ, the wonder
of His teachings and the significance of His message.

The Formation of Community in The Catbolic School

The Good News is shared so that it might tike root in the lives of the hearers
and be reflected in their attitudes, actions and relationships. If it is to be true o
its mission the Guiiolic school should cultivate and manifest the evangelical
spirit that is proclaimed in the Gospel. Formation of community is 4n essential
goatl of Catholic educanon.® The Catholic school, as 4 microcosm of the
Church, s called 1o be a truly Christian community —a community of care and
coneern, of respect and reconciliation, of justice and peace.'

students who attend the Gatholic school should be assisted to understand
the nature and to expenience the meaning of Christian community.'? Each
student should be respected as a unigue and gified creation of God. Students
should be challenged to view and treat one anather as brothers and sisters in
the Lord They should be helped to appreciate that the development of Chris:
tan community 1s a common responsibility shared by all who participate in the
Gatholic school.

Frequent opportunities should be presented for the students to gather for
praver, to celebrate the Eucharist and to participate in programs of retreat and
reflection. The potential significance of these praverful moments should never
be underestimated. It is precisely within these settings that the Spirit of the Lord
may enlighten the minds, transform the hearts and enliven the spirits of those
in attendance. Involvement in these and similar experiences is essential if the
Catholic school 1s 1o be an environment within which the Good News s
announced, aceepted and lived, itit s to hecome a truly Christian com aunity 9

The Catbolic Scbool's Call to Serve

Jesus, the Evangelizer, revealed the love of the Father and announced the

arrwval of the Kingdom by word and deed. He invited those who would be His
disciples and witnesses (o serve in His name empowered by His Spirit! The
Catholic school,its an evangelical setting within which the Good News is shured
and experienced, must challenge its participants 1o accept the responsibility of

8
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senvice They should be remmded 1o recogmze and respond to one another's
needs ' They must be challenged 1o look bevond the confines of the school
And to discover mamtestations of injustice and deprivation within the broader
communiy: Thenas persons whao are called to service, they must respond to
these sitwations to the extent that they are bl '

1 the Cathobic sehool s to tulfill s mission, programs of service should be
viewed as itegral toas responstbihiey. I the students in the Catholic school are
toancorporate sts spirt and teachings they must panticipate actively in these
programs As the programs of service are made avinlable for the participation of
the students theadolt leadenship within the school must ensure that the spirit
of gustice that they proclasm s implemented in the dinly hife of the school V7

The Non-Catholic in The Cathbolic School

Betore the rather complex questuon of accepung and mcorporatng the non
Cathohic mto the Cithohe school can be discassed it s imperative e the
natare. mssion and responsibiling of the school be considered. The ac
complishiment of that tass reguires that the Catholic school be viewed in its
telation o the Church that T been sent by thie risen Lord to teach all nanions 1t
tolloms then thae the observanons shured thas Lar are an essential introduction
Av we endgnnne the matter of the non Catholie sothe Catholic sehool

The Use of The Term “Non-Catholic”

Thronghout the paper shall reter 1o the non-Gathohic” weacher and student |
wonhd preter to emplov.a more postive sounding word or phrase 1o deseribe
those persons 4L Bike vou, secognize that they and therr religious convidions
Are tobe respedied Henee, mv use of the term “non Catholic” does not reflea
iy Lack of respect on o pan

When Femploy the term non- Catholie i shis presentation Lam reterning to
prrsons whore not members of the Catholic community regardless of their
refigious attthaton or Lisck thereot | realize chat there is a significant difference
between non Gatholic Chrstuns and Jews, Moslems, Buddhists and non-
behicvers Tunderstund as well the umqgue bond thiat exists between Catholices
and non Cathohie Chrstians due to their common acceptince of one Lord and
one Hapiism However, the expedtations to be outlined must be undenstood
anduccepted by eachapplicant regardless of bis or her religions backgrousd if
the Catholic school s o tultill its mission and purpose

I considesing the toprc: The Non-Catholie in the Catholic School 1 shall
divide nv comments mnto three pans.

Foe Son Catholie Teacher in the Citholic School.
I the Non Catholic Pupid in the Cathobie Schoaol
L The Son Catholie Parent and the Catholie Schood

6 11



THE NON-CATHOLIC TEACHER
IN THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL

One important question should be rased at the outset Uader shat condimons
is a4 non-Catholic apphoant hired in preference o a Catholic it wouald seem, .l
things being equud, that a school would place 4 priority on hining the Catholie
applicant when one considers the nature and purpose of Cabiolic educanon

However, in deciding upon o course of actton in particular cases, the
peesonys academie and professional backgrounds as well as hes o her widling
ness toacvept and Lnplement the phitosophy and gadls of the school would b
important considerations If the school s to tulfill s mission, those on the
taculty must be as prepared as possible 0 asaist the vouth o adhieve an
integration of culture and taith and i synthesis of faith and life

This having heen said, if a non-Catholic applies to cach m a Cathobie school,
the interview with the principal is extremely important. Duning the intenvicw
the convictions of the applicant must be respected. At the same time. the
principal should discuss frankly the expectitions of the school as far as the
applicant is concerned. It the person s not able to fultill these expectations
then he or she should not be hired. It would be untur 1o the apphcant and to
the school community if the person were hired

At the conclusion of the interview the candidiate must accept the following
expectations st he/she is to be considered 4 viable candidate

& The applicant should understand and accept the role of the schaool as 4
unigue pastoral, educational agenav of the Church.

® The applicant should undersiand and be willing to implement the plalos
ophy and gaals of the school.

® The applicant should be willing to attend those liturgies and pranes
experiences that are celebrated for taculy growth

® The applicant should be willing to partiopate 1n 10 service sessions tor the
faculty intended for spiritual and professional growth

® The applicant should be willing 10 antend those liturges and praver
experiences thit are celebrated for the growth of the total school commy
nity.

® The applicant should be willing to mirror the Gospel values i relanng o
the adults and sudents identified with the school

® The applicant should understand the importance of ntegratng the (ur
riculum with the Gospel values espoused by the Chuech and be willing to
do so in his/ber subject area.

® The applicant should understand thar he/she will not be expeaed to teach
religion <-specially in those areas that requine ciiechetical witness

There mav be other areas that the principal wishes to raise during the
inferview. However, the cight that 1have listed are 15:141 It is obwious that the
Q
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L}
mterview cannot be rushed. Ample time must be allotted for the applicant o
ask questions and/or react to the points discussed by the principal.

We are aware that there are many outstanding non-Catholics teaching n
Catholic schools throughout the United States. So many of these wondertul
persons reflect a deep belief in God and an exemplary identification with their
religious tradition. They manifest a Christ-like respect for life and a truly
selfless approach 1o the weaching vocation. Their presence in these schools is
enriching and inspiring. Their commitment to fulfilling the philosophy and
guils of Catholic education is truly laudatory. Those in leadenship must do
eventhing possible to insure that today’s non-Catholic applicants mirror com-
parable qualities it they are to be hired o teach in Catholic schools.

It & non-Catholic applicant is hired, the principal should assist the person in
cvery way possible. It may be helpful to meet with the person again before the
school vear begins — particularly if he/she has not taught in a Catholic school
previously. The principal should meet with him/her occassionally, especially
during the tirst few months, for support and encouragement, to offer helpful
suggestons and answer any questions. A some time during these meetings the
principal and teacher might re-examine the issues that were riised in the initial
mterview and discuss how 1o approach any areas of difficalty in implementing
them

THE NON-CATHOLIC PUPIL
IN THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL

in this Jage of ccumenism the contemporary Church can perform a magnificet
wivice i welcoming non-Catholics into its schools. In doing s, it enables the
Catholies 1o learn about the religious beliefs, anitudes and practices of the
non Cathobies. 1t also assists the non-Catholies to understand the religious
heliets, attitudes and practices of the Catholic community. At the same time, the
non-Catholic students, like the Catholics, are helped to appreciare their lives
and gifts and to cultivate their tlents and skills.

An important gquestion follows. When does a school choose a non-Catholic
apphcant in preterence to i Catholic? The answer is determined locally. It
would seem, all things being equal, that a school would place a preference on
accepting the Catholic applicant when one considers the nature and purpose of
Catholic education. '

However, 1n deading o course of action in panticular cases, there are
pardehial, academic, financial, attitudinal and sociological considerations.

Parochial - - all things being equal, it would seem that a parish school would
place apriornity on accepting a Catholic applicant from the parish. Whether or
not another member of the applicant’s family attends the school as well as
whethet or mot the family supports the parish may be important consid-
erations 1in selecting Catholic applicants from the parish.

* 13



There may be instances in which non-Catholic children residing within
the parish boundaries apply for admission to the parish school. All things
being equal. | recommend considering seriously the acceptance of thew
children in preference to Catholics from other parishes. The rationale tor
this view is that the parish has a responsibility towards all persons living
within its boundaries. If the non-Catholic applicants are black or other
minorities there are two additional reasons for accepting them. First, the
acceptance of these children would be a visible sign of the parish’s conerete
commitment to social justice. Second, the incorporation of these minority
children would not only benefit them but their presence would enrich the
other children in the school.

Academic — - all things being equal it would seem that a Catholic applicant
would be selected before @ non-Catholic. However, the Catholic must be
able to tulfill the academic standards of the school. If the Catholic could not
dor so and 4 non-Catholic could, then the non-Catholic might be selected
provided he/she manifests a responsible amitude in relation to the purpose
and gaals of the school.

Financial — It would be unfortunate if o Catholic applicant were rejected
hecause of hiszher inability to cover the wition. However, it may be that a
non-Catholic applicant, who is willing and able to fulfill the academe,
attituchinal and financial standards will be selected over a Catholic

Attitudina! — Those who attend the Catholic school must be willing to
accept its purpose and goals. If Catholic applicants are not willing to do so
they should not be accepted. On the other hand, if non-Catholic applicants
are willing to accept the purpose and goals, as well as the other criteria for
admission, they should be accepted.

Sociological - -particularly in urban and inner-city settings, the Catholic
school can perform 1 vatuable service in opening its doors to non-Catholic
hlacks and other minorities. Due 10 the tact that many non-Catholic blacks or
other minorities reside within the area the school's students population may
hecome largely non-Catholic. Nonetheless, the Catholicity of the school
must be maintained iand nurntured. Such being the cse, the principal and the
majority of the faculty should be committed Catholics

when reflecting upon the question of the non-Catholic student in the
Cantholic schoo! one should remember that the Catholic school is calledtobe a
communiny of Faith within which an evangelizing and catechizing ministry is
being fulfilled. Whether we are considering the presence of Catholic or non-
Cathohe students within the communaty, the school must be committed 1o
being 4 community, the school must be committed to being a community of
Faith thar ¢vangelizes and catechizes. The school is founded on Jesus Christ. It
is open to and anxious to proclaim His Good News. At the same time it is a
setting within which the meaning and ramifications of the Guspel message are
unfolded, formatly and informally, in a structured and unstructured manner.

RIC ® 14




This having been said, we must acknowledge two other realities when
considering the nutter under discussion. First, i is essential that the back-
grounds and experiences, the personal integrity and religious beliefs of all who
participate in the school community be respected. Secondly, it is imperative
thut the freedom of conscience of those whao are present be respected. While
the Catholic school is a community of Faith as well as an evangelizing and
cttechetical community it should never be concernaed with prosehvtizing. The
school should be viewed as agriced enviconment within which its participants,
whether Catholic or non-Catholic, are invited but never coerced o aceept the
Good News, to incorporate its spirit and to manifest its values in daily living.

The Non-Catholic Pupil: Criteria for Admission

Non-Catholic students who apply to attend 4 Catholic school, especially ajunior
high or high school, should be interviewed together with their parents. Atter
the conversation has been completed the acceptance of the applicant will
depend upan « number of factors. However, as fur as the atitude of the
applicant is concemned, the following six points are extremely important,
® The non Catholic applicant should understand, accept and be willing to
support actively the phidosophy and goals of the school.

The non-Catholic applicant should be willing to reliate responsibly to the
members of the school community, whether adults or students.

® The non Catholic applicant should bee willing to cultivise his or her
person, clents and abilities o the extent that he or she is able.
® The non-Catholic applicant should be willing to attend religion class.

e The non-Catholic applicant should realize that he or she will be invited o
atend liturgy at the school and understand the reasons for that invitation.

® The non Catholic applicant should be willing to participase in programs of
service sponsored by the school.

The Non-Catholic Pupil and Religion Class

The non-Catholic student in the Catholic school should be requined o attend
religion class These cliasses are an integral part of the life of the school. Duriag
religion class those in attendance are assisted to understiand the basic weachings
of Christ and the Church. The panticipants may or may not accept the message
in Faith. Nonetheless, if, due to the presentation offered in class, the non-
Catholic students are belped to understand correctly the Catholic teachings
and 1o grasp their reltionship o life then the school has fulfilled a wuly
ecumenical responsibility. Naturally, the religion weacher should be sensitive to
the abilin of the sudent 1o understand and be respectful of his/her personal
religious convictions.

Three added gquestions might be raised in relation to this concern. Fimsg,
Should separate religion classes be established for non-Catholic students? My
preference is that they attend religion class with the Catholic students. The give

10 15



and take, views, opinions and questions of all the parnticipants, whether Catholic
or non-Catholic, can be extremely beneficial. Within the context of this type of
sharing and discussion a truly ecumenical appreciation and respect can he
fostered for all the panicipants.

second, if non-Catholics do attend religion class with the Catholics, what
should be done for them at the time of Sacramental preparation? Separate
religion dasses for the non-Catholic students could be formulated during that
period immediately preceding the reception of sacraments by the Catholic
students. However, previous to that time my view would be that the non-
Catholios remain in class with the Catholic students. After all, if the sacraments
are presented properly they should be viewed as reflecting the caring values of
Jesus in relation to the life of the recipient. During these presentations the
non-Catholic is assisted to gain insight into the refationship between Sacra-
ments and life.

Thind, should the religion classes which the non-Catholics attend be viewed
as catechetics or religious studies? Some believe that the classes for non-
Catholics must be viewed as religious studies. These persons are convinced
that redigious instruction for non-Catholics cannot be understood as cate-
chetics.

Their conviction is hased upon the traditional distinction between evangeli-
zation and ctechesis. The purpose of evangelization is described as arousing
the beginnings of Faith. On the other hand, the purpose of catechesis is to make
a person's Faith become living, conscious and active through the light of
instruction. Those who question the involvement of non-Catholics in religion
class stress that unless they have been evange'ized and possess ihe gift of
Catholic Faith they are not in a position to be catechized.

Although 1 understind the traditional distinction between evangelization
and catechesis my position is that the religion class in which the non-Catholic
participates can be viewed as a catechetical experience. My conviction seems to
be supported by Pope John Paul II's recent Apostolic Exhortation entitled On
Catechests in Qur Time.

Pope John Paul It in On Casechesis in Our Time, does discuss the refation-
ship between catechesis and the initial proclamation of the Gospel. He states
that there is no separation or opposition bete-cen catechesis and evangeliza-
tion. At the same time the Holy Father poin s out that they cannot simply be
identified with each other even though they have close links whereby they
integrate and complement one another.

Nonetheless, Pope John Paul does note that the re are at least four situations
within whicn the initial evangelization has often not taken place before one
participates in a catechetical situation.*® One example that he mentions is that of
children who have not been baptized and whose parents agree at a later date to
religious instruction. The Holy Father responds to these situations by saying,
“This means that ‘catechesis’ must often concern itself not only with nourishing
and teaching the faith, but also with arousing it unceasingly with the help of
grace, with opening the heart, with converging, and with preparing total
adherence to Jesus Christ on the part of those wi, . are still on the threshold of -
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fasith. Thas concern will in pant decide the tone, the language . ndtl,. .. odof
catechesis. "

The insights and observations shared by Pope John Paul 1l in O Carechesis
in Our Time are significant when the participation of the non-Catholic in
religion class is considered. Whenever non-Catholic students, especially non-
Christians, atend religion class in the Catholic school, the catechesis should e
viewed as evangelistic. The catechist attempts to awaken in these students the
presence of God and His call to love: to help them come to an appreciation and
accepance of God in their heants: to invite them to say ves to Christ and His
Gospel. .

The catechists should recall the timely message addressed to the vouth of
Ameerica by Pope John Paul T when he celebrated the Liturgy on the Boston
Common. The Hoy Father offered an option to the young people and invited
them to respond when he stated: “To each one of vou 1 say therefore: heed the
call of Christ when vou hear Him sayving to vou: “Follow met Walk in my path!
Stand by my side! Remain in my love! There is a choice to be made: a choice for
Christ and His way of life and His commandment of Jove . . The message of
love that Christ brought is always important, always relevant . .. Today 1 pro-
pose 10 vou the option of love. If you really acept that love from Christ it will
lead vou to God .. In whatever you do, remember that Christ is calling vou, in
one way or another, to the service of love: love of God and neighbor. ™

The catechist is not concerned with proselytization, which implies a coer-
cion to become a Catholic. The task of the evangelizing catechist is to offer an
option to the students. Like the Pope, he or she shares the penon and message
of Christ in the hope that the hearer might respond. Although that option is
invaluable from the ctechists” perspective, it is simply one option among a
number anvailable 1o the students. Some students may choose not to make or
re-affiom a religious commitment. Others may decide to accept Christ and His
messige as interpreted by the Catholie tradition. Another group may commiit
themselves to a Protestint understanding of Christ and His teachings. Whatever
the response or Lk thereof, the catechist must always respect the right of the
student o exercise frecdom of conscience.

The Non-Catholic and The Formation of Community
The non-Catholic students in the school should be encouraged to participate in
the celebration of the Liturgy to the extent that they are able. Although these
voung people cannot receive the Eucharist, they can benefit significantly from
the power-filled message shared in the Liturgy of the Word. It can assist them to
reflect upon the meaning and relevance of the vision and values that are
unfolded in the Gospel. it can remind them of the importance of attitudes such
as prace and justice, care and compassion, love and hope. It may be catalwtic in
enabling them to cultivate their Faith, their personal relationship to the trans-
cendent, their sense of responsibility toward others.

Then oo, the non-Catholics can be evangelized effectively by the body-talk
and values manifested within the ritual which is a truly religious experience.
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It follows that when liturgies are celebrated there should be a Keen sensit-
iy mansfested to the Iives, needs and experiences of the students. The choice of
ceadings. hvmns, ete., is extremely important. The setting and mood are vital in
creating an aimosphere i which the students are assisted o open their minds
and hearts 1o the presence of the divine

The non Cathohic students should attead the para-liturgical and other praver
cervices that are intended o enhance and enrich the life of the community
within the school. Sinve these students are an iniegral part of the community
therr presence and involvement during these special moments is important

nd valwible Onee g, these experiences present the students. with an

opportunity to reflect upon therr bives, their meaning and their responsibitities.

The Non-Catholic Pupil and The Call to Serve

Non-Catholie students should participate sn programs of service sponsored by
the Catholic school. Such experiences are catalvtic in enabling students,
whetiier Cathohic or non-Catholic, 10 cultivate a spirit of generosity and selt-
seritice while they respond to the needs of others. Then too, any program of
service sponsored by a Catholic school should include 3 praver/reflection
component As the students reflect and pray together these graced moments
aaint Catholies and non Catholics alike to undenstand and appreciate that the
call 10 action on behalt of others is an integral pant of the Gospel message of
Jesus Chnst

THE NON-CATHOLIC, PARENT
AND THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL

it is imperane that the principal interview non Catholic parents whao wish
their child o be enrolled in the Catholic school During the interview the
principal 15 able to explain significant issues that reliate o the nature and
purpose of the Catholic school. The principal’s observations should be shared
frankly but with respect for the convictions of the non-Catholic parents. Within
the intenview process there should be ample opportunity for the parents o
express their views and raise clarifying questions. After the principal and
parents have discussed the issues thoroughly hath parties will be better able to
Jdetermine whether or not the child should be enrolled.

During the interview the parents should be assisted o understund that the
Catholic school participates in the pastoral/educational and eviangelizing/
catechizing mission of the Church. 1t is intended to be a setting within which
the Gosped of Jesas Christis proclaimed, explained and experienced. While it is
true that challenging academic standirds, sound study habits and a balanced
codes af disciptine e cultivated in the Catholic school, its ultimate purpose
cannaot be contaned nor adequately explained by these important dimensions
ol its responsibality.
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During the interview the non-Catholic parents should be helped to appre-
ciate that if the Catholic school is to fulfill its mission responsibility, it must not
only cuhivate and reflect a truly Christian @mosphere but must provide an
opportunity for every student to hear and understand the teachings of Christ as
unfolded in Scripture and Tradition.

It is essential that the principal explain the nature and goals of the religion
curriculum. The non-Catholic parents may be opposed to their child's attend-
ing religion clasies. They may fear that the youngster will be expected to accept
uncritically the teachings that are shared. They may presume that the non-
Catholic studeat will be coerced into agreement with the message that is
presented. Since the non-Catholic students will be expected to participate in
religion class it 1s necessary that their parents, whether initially opposed to this
ponition or not, be assisted to understand the nature and goals of the religion
curriculum. They should be helped to understand that the religion curriculum
within the Caholic school is approached on three levels.

Message Level —The hasie teachings of Jesus Christ are presented as under-
stood and mterpreted by the Catholic tradition.

Value Leret - -The catechist presents the basic teachings as significant and
valuable to him or her and invites the students to recognize and appreciate
their significance and value.

Relational Level - - The ultimate objective of the catechetical enterprise is to
assast the student to respond in faith. The achievement of this end is depen-
dent upon the grace of God and the openness of the student.

It is important to describe each of the levels and to acknowledge that some
students may never go beyond the message level. The non-Catholic parents
should be assured shat no student will ever be forced or coerced to move
bevond that level. On the contrary, they shoukd be reminded that if the Catholic
schoal is to be faithful to its responsibility the person and views of each student
must b respected and his or her freedom of conscience protected 3 At the
sime time, however, participation in the religion class respects the dignity of
the student as o child of God by enabling him or her to bear and come 10
undervand the hasic teachings of Jesus Christ ®

Two possibilities should be discussed with non-Catholic parents who re-
quest that their children be accepted into a primary grade. First, non-Catholic
students in grade two may find it difficult to understand why they cannot
recive First Communion with the Catholic children. They may be extremely
unhappy that they cannat do so. Second, although non-Catholic students in a
Catholic schaol are offered the option of accepting Christ and His message, it is
difficult for a student on the primary level to recognize and deal with an option.
In learning about Christ and the Church they, to the extent that they are able,
may wish to helieve in Christ and be members of His Church. Nonetheless,
although these possibilities do exist, the non-Catholic parents should under-
stand thar these students will be required to participate in religion class. If it
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seems novessitry, however, the parents should be assured that these young
students, who tend to be more vulnerable than thase who are older, will not be
manipulated in any way.

Non-Catholic parents shoukd be informed that all non-Catholic students
within the school are encoursged to participate in the liturgical and para-
liturgical services that are celebrated for the school community. The parents
should he helped to understand the nature and purpose of these celebrations.
Notonty do they offer praise to the living God but, particularly as the Liturgy of
the Word is proclaimed, hearers are reminded of God's goodness on their
behalf and invited to respond. Then too, these celebrations are graced mo-
ments, within which the community within the school is strengthened and
supported

The principal should stress to the non-Catholic parents that all students xvho
attend Catholic school are inspired to serve others. The parents should be
informed that this goal is accomplished in part by the students being exposed
to an adult leadership that is truly Christian, by their being taught the meaning
and demands of the Social Gospel and by their being familiarized with the
manifestaions of insensitivity, inhumanity or indifference that exist in the
school, the neighborhood, the nation and the world.

During the interview, the principal should assure the non-Catholic parents
that if their child is accepted the youngster will be welcomed as a valuable
participant within the school community and that his or her conscience will
always be respected. The principal should acknowledge that the non-Catholic
students do bring with them a rich heritage and contribute significantly o the
environment within the schoaol.

Before the interview concludes another matter should be discussed by the
principal and the parents. Will the non-Catholic pupil be expected to pay a
higher tition than the Catholic pupil? If I were dealing with the question, |
would distinguish between parish schools and diocesan or private schools.
When considering parish schools, it would appear that those who do not
support the parish, whether they be Catholic or non-Catholic, should be

. expected to pay a higher tition. In my view, then, the determining factor in this

instance, is not the religious affiliation or the pupil. Rather it is whether or not
the pupil’s famuly is supporting the parish.

As far as diocesan or private schools are concemed, my opinion is that the
rate of wition should be the same for all of the pupils. 1 would not expect
higher tuitions from non-Catholic student simply because they are non-
Catholic.

The interview process presents to all concerned an opportunity to examine
thoughtfully the nuture, mission and responsibilities of the Catholic school. At
the same time it highlights the attitudes that shoulkd be accepted by the
non-Catholic parents and their child if the youngster is to be incorporated into
the community within the school. After the conversation has been completed
the principal and parents will be better able to determine whether or not the
child should antend the school.
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FINAL OBSERVATIONS

The Schools in Which Most of The Students Are Non-Catholic

In most Catholic schools in which there are non-Catholic students they would
be in the minority. However, particularly in urban and inner city areas, the
non-Catholic students may outnumber significantly the Catholics. Nonetheless,
the Catholicity of the school must be preserved. The goals of Catholic educa-
tion, as outlined in To Teach As Jesus Did, must be implemented.

In these schools the non-Catholic students should be required to participate
in religion class. The basic teachings of Christ and the Church, as well as the
vtlue and significance of these teachings, should be presented. The students
should be informed that panicipation in the religion class assists them to
understand these teachings correctly.

The teacher should be sensitive 1o the ability of the students to comprehend
the content as well as 1o their social and religious backgrounds. experience
and needs. The students should be encouniged to share the views of their
tradition in relation to the matter under consideration. As is always the case, the
consciences of the students must be respected.

if the majority of the students are non-Cetholic it is advisable to conduat
para-liturgical services rather than celebrate liturgies. However, on special
occasions the liturgy might be celebrated. Then too, liturgies could be cele-
brated especially during Avent and Lent hefore or after school and the
invitation extended 10 faculty and students to sttend.

The Interview Process for Catholic Teacher/Student Applicants

Although 1 have been considerning the non-Catholic teacher/student applicants
in this presentation, vou and | realize that cenain Catholic teacher/student
applicants mav not be interested in accepting the philosophy, implementing
the gaals o incorporaing the spirit of the Catholic school. Such being the case:,
many of the questions raised when dealing with non-Catholic applicants
should be discussed with Catholic candidates.

It is important to raise these questions with non-Catholices because they,
coming from other religious traditions, have d right toknow the expectations of
the Catholic school as far as they are concerned before they commit themselves
to become active participants within the school. Ortthe other hand, appropri-
ate questions should be discussed with Catholic teacher/student candidites to
ensure that they are applying with the proper attitudes and will strive to be
responsible members of the school cormunity.



CONCLUSION

Today's Gatholic school is called to fulfill an invaluable function within con-
temporany sodiety. Those who are privileged to exercise a leadership role
within the school must create and cultivate an environment within which the
goals of Catholic education can be achieved.

If the Cathulic school is 1o respond positively to its calling, Jesus Christ must
be recognized as the foundation upon which the school rests. The Catholic
school must be viewed as a graced environment within which those persons
who participate in its life are invited 10 perceive and accept Jesus Christ as Lord.
1f the Catholic school is to fulfill its evangelical mission its participants must be
encouraged o incorponite and cultivate the vision and values of Jesus Christ
and share his forgiveness, peace and justice.

The nature, purpose and goals of the school need not, indeed cannaot, be
wacrificed or diluted by incorporating non-Catholics into the community. The
school can and must be a community of Faith in which an evangelizing and
catechizing ministry is being fulfilled.

The Catholic school can and must be a truly pastoral setting in which all of
the participants — adults and students, Catholics and non-Catholices are com-
forted and chullenged, enriched and encouraged, refreshed and renewed,
strengthened and supported.
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Gift to Catholic Schools

Sr'lhullowman

I recall with gratitude the experiences
of my vouth. At the age of twelve | escaped from a segregated public school
sysiem plagued with poverty, overcrowding, under-staffing and discourage-
ment to find academic challenge, support and motivation, tailored instruction
and an undreamed richness of educational resource, both human and material,
at Holv Child Jesus Catholic School in Canton, Mississippi.

The vast majority of the students were Baptist, Methodist, Holiness. There
were at most two dozen Catholics in a student population of 180. Holy Child
was a4 good place 1o he. We loved our teachers (all white nuns, Franciscan
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration from Wisconsin ) because they had first loved us.
They worked with our parents. They worked with our families and friends.
They worked with the Churches to “help us help ourselves.”

For a handful of Catholics, for devout protestants, for the children of a

surorising number of ministers, deacons, elders and evangelizers, and for

children who rarely went to any church, the Catholic School was a graced and
grace-filled environment.

We all went 10 Mass each week, sang in the choir, learned, if we wished, to
serve Mass (bovs only) or 1o care for vestments and altar (girls only). We all
praved before every class. We all studied catechism. With Father Gilhert and
Father Justin, religion class was a time to be anticipated and treasured — stories
of Jesus ind the saints, songs and pravers, and Catholic doctrine. Our pastors
loved us. They entertained us as they taught us.

some of my friends and schoolmates developed insights and skills (reading,
thought, judgment, song) which enabied them to become young leaders in the
Protestant churches of Canton,

| was drawn to examine and accept the Catholic faith because of the day-to-
day lived witness of Catholic Christians who first loved me, then shared with me
their story, their values, their beliefs; who first loved me, then invited me to
share with them in community, prayer and mission. As a child [ did not
recognize evangelization at work in my life. | did recognize love, service,
community, praver and faith.

And now 35 years later, among the early students of Holy Child Jesus School 1
am in touch with Catholic parents and teachers, with Baptist and Methodist,

Sr Thea Buosrenan, FNPA: P D), Consultant for Inter-Cultursl Awareness, Diocese of Jackeon,
Mississippl. Faculty of Black Catholic Studies Program, Xsvier Uaivensity, New Oricuns,
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Holiness and Adventist parents, teachers, preachers, exhorters, deacons, trus
tees and ministers of music. Thinty-five years kuer, embracing, as we do, u
variety of redigious traditions, we agree that our vears in the Catholic School
strenpthened our faith and enriched our lives.

At the age of sixteen, I left Holy Child Jesus for high school in Wisconsin
There 1 was the only “convert”, the only Southerner, the only Black 1o a totally
white, Northern, Catholic school environment. 1 met high school sudents,
voung adults, even teachers who nave never worked, plaved, praved or even
talked with persons of other faiths. Nobody seemed to know or care about “my
Black/Southern/down-home/Gospel-oriented  faith” or inculturation 1 was
loved and accepted. Still, secretdly, | felt very much the outsider. Thar was thanty
veans ago, but we know that in some arcas Catholic schools with homogencous
populations still exise.

Fortunately for all, however, an increasing number of children from a wide
variety of religious, cultural, racial, national and socioeconomic backgrounds
are now enjoving the advantages of Catholic education. Students, parents,
faculty and staff from a variety of cultural and religious traditions are often able
not only to accept but also to support and further the philosophy, purpose and
goals of Catholic education Their presence can only serve to enrich the
community that is the Catholic School.

If our children are to be adequately prepared for life in a pluralisue,
multi-ethnic, multi-cultural world, they must leam o understand and appre
ciste the hasic religious traditions of the persons with whom they live and
work. When we as Catholic students, parents, faculty, stafl, administratons,
appriich believers of other religious traditions with appreciation and rever-
ence we realize their faith and faithfulness. We are inspired by their convic:
tons. We are broadened by their perspectives and challenged by their ques-
tions. We leamn from their religious experience. And as we work with them for
peace and justice, as we cooperate with them in feeding the hungry, clothing
the naked, teaching the ignorant, empowering the oppressed, we truly share
the Good News of the Kingdom.

The presence of persons (students, parents, teachers) from the variety of
religious and cultural traditions within the close community of the Catholic
school cn provide for all our children from their earliest years a supportive
environment in which to grow in mugual understanding as well as the oppor-
tunity for true ecumenical dialogue and collaboration on an on-going basis !
The presence of persons from the variety of traditions can challenge us:

® to be who we say we are as Christian — loving, open, respectful of persons,
converned about the 1otal human communiry?

® 1 ~hare the light of faith in the mutuality of evangelization,

® to clarify our own convictions and committment as Catholics?

® 1o develop attitudes, appreciations and skills requisite to ecumenical and
cross-cultural communication and cooperation.

If it is 0 be spiritually profitable, our coming together must be based on the
recognition that all who worship God, the Great Spirit, the Credlor, the Osie uwbo
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i abote us all and seek in His name to live good lives can share a faith that is
deep and life-giving:® that all committed Christians have accepted and share the
Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ.

If we reflect together on the specific traditions which we embrace, our own
ideas. values, and convictions are clarified, redefined and confirmed; our
differences are understood; our commonalities are celebrated, and we are
empowered for life in an ecumenical age and a pluralistic society.

Al the “message level” Itis important to provide opportunity for all students
to learn from religious leaders of many traditions. This would provide oppor-
tunity and encouragement to true ecumenical dialogue as well as opportunity
tor development of the attitudes, insights and skills requisite to such dialogue ®
Consider, for example, what we as Catholic educational community might
fearn from:

e Bluack American holistic and celebratory spirituality;

® Asian techniques of meditation and prayer:

e the Hispanic tradition of home and family-centered religious education

and celebration;

® tradinonal Native American reverence for all creations of the Great Spirit

with consequent endeavor to leamn from and live in harmony with Nature;

o the Buddhist and Mennonite practice of dedicating one or more years of

voung adulthood to full-time service in monastery or missions:

® the Muslim insistence upon the relationship of religious faith and active

commitment to sociopolitical involvement.

Consider what would happen if all people of faith were encouraged to
ennich the religious education and prayer life of the Catholic school commu-
ity

The presence of students from the variety of cultural and religious traditions
challenges us as Catholies:

® o free ourselves from the assumption that the Good News is limited to any

instittional denominationalism?’

® 1o develop a catechesis that is truly multicultural ®

® 10 develop a liturgy so meaningful, so authentically celebratory, so wed-

ded 1o readity of life that it can communicate to any person of faith;

® 10 revitalize our religious education and to speak the Word in language

that is meaningful and life-giving to all members of the Catholic school
community ?

® 10 provide liturgical and paraliturgical ecumenical experiences utilizing

the giftedness of all our students;™

® (0 share and celebrate the religious insights and expressions of all

members of the school community;*?

e (o free our Catholic Christian teachings from the cultural aceretions of any

single place or time;
z2 7



® (o insure that ritual, gesture, music, preaching ace wedded to the real life
and culture of all the students;

e to ahandon the Catholic ghetto memality which sometimes seems to
aperate on the assumption that our faith cannot withstand the challenge of
dialogue or even conversation.

If “the Catholic school, as a microcosm of the Church, is . to be a truly
Christian communitv—a community of care and concern, of respect and
reconciliation, of justice and peace ™ we must

e avoid atitudes and terminology which assume the Catholic European-
hased position as normative and define the other as deviations from that
norm (terms like non-Catholic, non-Christian, non-beleivers, nion-uhite,
nnorifyy,

¢ leam from the experience of all members of the school community and
assure to all a role that is truly integral and participatory;

® devise ways and means to provide the advantage of Catholic education for
those in most need —the poor, the disadvantaged, the oppressed.™?

® inteprate our schools so that students, teachers, and parents from the
variety of racial, refigious, culturial, economic and social backgrounds
might have the opportunity to leam and grow, to work and pray together.

If we are convinced that all our students “bring with them a rich heritage and
contribute significantiy to the environment within the school,” then we are
hound to give flesh and substance to our conviction.

If all members of the school community are to recognize and respond toone
anotheny’ needs and the needs of the community, school-sponsored programs
of service must be participatory rather than paternalistic; must see the needy as
brothers and sisters, not strangers or objects of beneficence; must be designed
10 empower the needy 1o help themselves and to contribute by their struggles
and experience to the common good.

If we are 1o share the Good News with all our students we must immense
ourselves in the mukiplicite of cultures which comprise our school popula-
tions. We must learn of Black or Native American or Hispanic or Appalachian
tradition — the language, gesture, song, story, ritual—so as to help all our
students become comfortable with the diversity they will surely encounter in
life We must speik the Good News in the modalities they best undersand. The
active panticipation and cooperation of parents, teachers, and concerned adults
from the variety of cultura and religious traditions' enable the Catholic school
community to affirm and utilize the special giftedness of all its peoples as they
work in love and harmony 1o creae a hetter world.
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“in cenain special circumstances, such as in prayer services “for unity” and during ecumenical
gatherings, @« allowable, indeed desirable, that Catholics should join in praver with their
sepanated brethren. Such prayers in common are certainly a very effective mesns of petitioning for
the grace of unity, and they are a genuine expression of the ties which even now bind Catholics w0
their separated brethren. Mecree an Ecumentsn, pard. 8

“Rev fumes F Hawker, p. 8
Y unfinished business on the agenda of Catholic schools, like many other schools, also
mcdudes the tak of providing quality education fur the pour and disadvantaged of our nation.
Generous, sustained sacrifice s demanded of thaose whom God has favored In ovder to make
available educational programs which meet the aeed of the poor 0 be self-detevmining, free
persons in alt areas of individual and social life. To Teadd As fesss INd, pava. 121

“On all levels of education, and panticularly on a system-wide hasis, Catholic educators should
seek adively o cooperate with thedr public school counterparts and their colicagues in ather
nonpublic schools, sharing ideas, plans, personnet, technology, and ather resources where
mutuaily feasthle and beneficial. The possibility of instinmional cooperation with other Christian
groups in the field of education should be explored  Approached with candor and intelligence,
cuoperative planning need not threaten the identity o independence of any school system and can
benefit all. 7o Teuch As Jeses [Nd, para 126
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