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ABSTRACT ‘ - N EAR
In fall 1983, a survey was' conducted to determlne the .

extent of basic skills assessment of 1ncom1ng students conducted in
Illinois public community colleges. Quest1onna1res were sent to 50 i
communlty colleges,. requesting information‘on the.skills assessed, .
the time of assessment, and the instruments used. Study findjngs,
based on responses from 44 institutions, included the" follow‘n (1) .
42 colleges assessed reading skills, 36 assessed writing sk111s, and
41 assessed math skills; (2) at least half of the colleges conducted
the skill assessments-prior to registration; (3) test scores were
used to recommend placement in ‘'specific¢ classes by 20. colleges for
reading- classes, 15 for writing classes, and 21 for math classes; (4)
placement in specific’ classes on the basis of test .scores was.
mandatory at 18 colleges for reading, 16 for. writing, and .16 for
math; and X5) five colleges assessed English skills, two assessed

a_— language use §kills, and three assessed English as a Second Language
skills. A-list of test instruments used, the -survey jnstrument, and a
list of responding colleges,are‘included in the study raeport. (HB)

-
A

~

L. .
i b =
-3 -
w \\
¢ » N
. -
,l - . L3
<A i
. ) . )
»
d ) L) g : . 5
. - . [
& ! ri- 1
f . -
************************************************** *****,************* S
* Reproduct1ons supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made. : * o
Tk *§rom the original document., ook ey
o ********************** ********************************************’**** —

SN P SN ST Y SNSRI S SOV S

N




Y » - . P . ‘u
> . - * ) K . .
“PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS.
. MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY - ‘
¢ J.C. Forstall - .
| - —

" TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES -- .
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)." S I

SURVEY OF ASSESSMENT OF

; ©* BASIC SKILLS IN ILLINOIS.
. ~ ¥ . PUBLIC THO YEAR COLLEGES
| , by '
. ST f4§-- . James C, Foratall

Vice President, Scudnnt Services

Report #99
January, 1984
| : »Lincoln Land Commmunity Collcge
. ’ 5 Springfield, Illinois

U .
.
‘ .
. ¢ ‘
.
1’
T
?
-
'd
. L)
. ,
' :
N
2z
\ :
td
_ .
. .
R a - M .
- A
N < .
: .
B3 '
X .
, - a N K -
, '\/ .
» ’ ' )
. . . ’ -
, .
~ k]
R L Y
- . *
) .
N
o~ v
. A\ ]
N :
N
) !
» . e
. - ¢ -
. . B ’
N "
T x

$%0
~p

I3
N

A

'!

o J’G. |

U.8. DEPARTMENT OF EQUCATION
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

~ U] This document has boon reproduced os ©

recoived liom llm_. porson or orgamization
onginaung o

% reproduction qunhty
e
® Points ol Vigw O¢ OpInIoNS sulluu in llua ducu

t do not nacessarily roprasent olficiat NIE
position o1 policy. .
B

‘e

.

Y
' N S
*
- ’ Y
- .
,
)
*
[
L
°
~
¥
oo
.
s 1YY
'
g~ !

34

."\

i

&~

Minor changes have been made 1 imnmvu,-

1)

.

L




. R . N N
. - 5 )
0

-

N - The survey deecribed in this report was conducted for the Lincoln Land . o

A '~ Coummunity Colfege ad hoc Aaaeasment Committed and the Vice President for

Student Servicea. who will use the reeults,gaan background for oheir examigﬂg’
. ( .
‘nation of LLCC's Assessment of Basic Skilla Program (Reading, Writing, Math) cj~\

*

- _The. aurvey 1nc1udsp 50 Illinois community colleges, 44 (882) of which
reaponded The survey 1nstrument endrlist of the reeponding colleges are . ool
cqgtgined in the appendix. A summary of selected responeea appears at;the_

end of this-report. e e

-

Among the major £indings are the followipgz' - T A

f ) ) ) - . ) i . ‘ R nv‘
1;’ Forty-two of the 44 colleges do assess reading skills of incoming j( —

 J . .
) h L ' B . . * N 3 ) )
o ) students. Of'thoae, 27 asaess before registration, one’du#;ng régietration,1 SRR
[v] L SIS
\
four after registration, and five at any time; 'Tweoty (20):of ‘the 42 reapon-‘
dents ind{bated that placement in specific claeaee based on the student 8 !

- ' . score 18\ recomended and 18 1nzlcate<§ that plecement ia forced

: <
2.' Thirty-six of the 44 collegea do assess wpiting skills of. incoming

'stodente. Ot thoae, 18 assess before regiatration, one asseages during .

-
o

EfBiﬂtration. six efter regiatration. and four!et any time. Fifteen of .+ .0

the 36 reapondento 1nd1cated that placement in apecific claaaea based on ?1,¢!

* the student e acore ia tecommended and 16 1ndicated that placement is ﬁorcedd
\ o 3. Forty-one of the 44 colleges do aseeee math okillg}of incoming -
. . ' ] ,
. students. Of thoee. 28 asaess before regietration, one assegses duting
- - » ‘s a

registratiou, two after regietrationb and four at any time. rwentyfone

A of the 41 reapondente indicated that. platement n specific classes based -
on the,etudent s ecore,ia recommended and 16 indicated that placement {8 ¢
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) . " SUMMARY OF m;srousxs TO THE SURVEY h - T
v , : OF ASSESSMENT OF ‘BASIC SKILLS S o B
o ‘ . e IN ILLINOIS mmuc TWO YEAR COLLEGES ' L g
3 . '. , . . W. R _ > L ’ ’ o0 \
| . . o i .
eaging inatrumento uaed and . numbnr of 1natituc*on§ uningx
-‘ ACT ' : o 1 Cooperative English Test 1
L "ACT-CPP - . . jg; k| CPP, ACT Composite, SAT or other - . R
ASSET T Sl national standardized test : 1\
California Achievement Test e 2 Diagnostic Reading Teat 1
California Achievement Test ' . ETS 1
& Gates McGintle 1 - ETS-Nelson Denny—COOP Test .1
! California Readifg Test 2 . Gates McGintle o 1 -
Carver Reading Progress Scale/DRP . } . In House. = = . ' 3. -
~ [College Board-CGP~Raading, g "1, Nelson Denny 14. 7
College Board-Nelson Denny 1 SRA-Reading "7
College Qualification Test 1 Stanford Test of Academic Skills 1
/ : ' .
L . i ' - .. S
A uLb ) . .
Wrigéng 1nstrumenta used and number of 1ndtitutions using ( B
3 s
» ACT-CPP 1 n Housa . ' ‘1% .
ASSET - 4 " In House & Test of Standard _
. College Board' | ; ° ) 2 Written English ' 1 -
. Collage Board DTSL Usage Tast 1 Nelson Denny ! 2 ;
" College English/Placement Test -1 Nelson Denny/In House grammar & ) :
o College. QualifizZtion Teat -1 - writyng sample’ 1 .
. Comparative Guidance & =« ' ﬁ.’ T Stanford Test of Academic Skills 1 z
Placement Program . ' R 1 Usage plus piece of writing ) N
. ETS Test of Written Expressionn 2 - Wricing Sample ) ‘ 2 '
Houghton—Hifflin English Usagc Test 1 Writing Sample/Written Engliah .
e _’ “ Expresaion Teet A 1
Math (Arithmetic) 1natrumedtl‘u;éd and numbec of 1nst1tuciohs using: '
: ACT-CPP . CPP, ACT Composite. SAT or other N
. ACT and In House. 1 .\ national lcandardized test and . AR
> ASSET . 4 . in house 1.
 College Bosrd Hlth Plnctwnnc 1 }‘fﬂncncriptivo Tﬁitu of Hngg 8k111s 2 %
College QuqlLfication Test EEE | In Houga - / , 23 L
Cooperativg Math Test for Algebra I ' In House .atid ETS 1 DR
‘and MAPS for Arithmetic Skills =~ 1 Math Activity Packet Series i ' e

Mathematics Aben. of America
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Other Skills Assessed o . : . U
- =~ ) ' v . R
. . : Five collfges responded that they sssess English skills and they do this 4

v before registrstion. Two of thgp use an in\house instrument. one uses the CP?-ACT ,‘

-

and one uses CPP ACT composite, SAT or other national standardized test, and - . ey
k#. l snother uses College Bosrd Written English Expression. of the five. one S:Tlege“‘~ .

- . i - I

, \ .
recommshds plscemeut and “four force‘placement. One college assessed English

. . :
o .-,

. , skills only in coutrses lover than English I. - .7

»

?TWo colleges responded that they assess lsnguagedusage skills gnd.they'do

»

this before registfatiod’ .-One uses’the Iowa Test of Educational Developﬁent'and

. PO - - s N : [N
o the ‘other uses thé AGT-CPP, "Only one responded that they forced plscepent, . .o vf«ﬁ

. {.
e One coll!ge indicated that they assess technicsl msth skills but did not o

, - indicate at what point they do the sssessmen; The instrument used is the |
\ ~ . . P
Technicsl Math Placement Test: aﬂd placement is forced '
' X
Another college sssesses mechanicsl skills before registration. They did . ;f

£

' _not indicste what instrument was’ used nor did they indicste the plscement system v O

-3

. @ . 4 ! v . . . B
) v used. : < B S o ﬁf g "
# v -

Three colleges indicsted thst they ssQess English as a second lsngusge o l “*i

before registration snd the instruments used are sn in house instrument -an English

= ' : L.

Reading Test for Students of English as a Foreign Langusge. snd‘Ilyn G-l . The N

i .~

placement is forced for two of the colleges-and one. did not indicste thegr plsce- o

. s - . . L3 _ ¢
: . : ’ Ul N C
) ment system. ; . SR
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APPENDIX A ; e L R
‘ N ' Responding Collegcl T . N
A l‘ i AN ) : . - ‘? - o | . . '. )
1. Belleville Area College ' _ .
) 2. Black Hawk “College : ‘ f : : ' -
7 3. " Black Hawk College - Eaat~£ampus' ' T s <
o, 4. Richard J. Daley- College S ST S o - R
. 3. Danville Araa Comgmunity College o S ) - : -
6., College of DuPage = , ' y : e —— S
7. Elgin Community College : .o , ' ‘ ‘ . S
. 8. Frontigr Cotmunity College’ . _ e \ - :
R 3. Willial Rainey Harper College . ) L
10. Highland Gomounity €ollege = R . .
' 11, Illinois Central Collegé L e - : _ . - BTN
- 12, Tllinois Valley Community College ST - B o SR
13. Joliet Junior College _ _ o T _ ' ' . .
.14,  Kankakee Community College ' : B
15. Kaskaskia College . ‘ ' '
; 16, Kishwaukee College . : T '
' / 11. College of Lake County ' ©T - ' R ‘
, 18. Lake Land Colle e : ) . N | ‘\ o S
' 19. Newis & Clark Community Cbllege 7 . ) : , S S
"20.  Lincoln Trail College ' - S _ ~ o
21.~ John A. Logan- College : ‘ ' ' 4 ' ‘ oo
. - 22. Malcolm X College ‘ . : - o
-« © 23. McHenry County College ' - S o . ®
v . 2. Mbraine Valley Communi ty CQllege ‘ - R T
| 25.. Mortoh College - e R S
. s~ 26 Oakton Community College ' ; S : : o
. 27. Olive-Harvey College. LI , , ) S : o -j
~ . 28. Olney Central Cellege - _ e ’ v A
" 29, Parkland College. . , ~*° - P . 2
30, Prairie State College ¥¥V*f - ' )
i'*ji? ‘Rend Lake. College L e '1r) v T ' . : .
' , 32. Richland Community College e S T T
-° 33. ‘Rock Valley. College - . - | S S - . ' S
L3, Garl Sandburg College o T . : - -
35. ‘Sauk Jalley College LT ' T :
R - 36. Spoon River College.. = . '« . . oy . )
» J7. Statg.Community College ~ =~ = S ' . o
38. Thornton Commynity, Collese R 2 |
' 39.. Tritpn College .. , Y D a
40. Harry S, Truman Collcgo iT'r,_' e . ' T, ' o
- 4l. Wabash Valley:College -~ - o R B SRR
42. Waubonsee Community Collego e S AR o e e T
- 43. Wilbur Wright College =~ - o~ 0 . e
- 44, 'John Wood Gommﬁnity Colleg.» T S L ," .
( _ L . . T -
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a K . l.lncoln l.and Community College
Shebhard Rosd ] o IR . Accredited by the
‘Soringfield, IHinois 62708 . . - . o North Tentrsl Associgtion - -
o 217/7188- 2200 . I _ . o ) . * of Colleges and Schools | 4 -
’ o . . . ' . . . N . ) - o . - :
® - - B ¢ . : . . \ [N . - < “
November 15, 1983 : a ' S .
1} ' X [] . | » / . N . ! " - . V
y ' - . ) 7 ’. " : ' :
- . ) \Q . .
_— . e L . - ) . X
o ’ . . . —
- . o = " 4 A . - I A
S o : s 5 ’ ' .
- . ‘ g : '. . | - ' “‘ ” ':u
* The Ad Hoc Asaeeement Committee at my campus hae asked thet I collect ; T S
*. -.some information from other state community colleges tegatding aaeeae- ' o
“+  ‘ment of the basic skillu of 1ncomtng students. §
v a‘; Therefore thé enclosed card with pertinept queatione is forwarded and ., -
B - . 1t 1s requested that you take a brief moment to complete it and mail v
T ' 1t back to me. I will be most happy to ehnre thefrenults with you.
¥ - ‘Sincerely.' . » . : . | - e, N . . R ) e ’
* . ‘ . o ’ N . 1 . -
[ \ , , ' @ ] . . . . ’ . ’ ~ k
. James C. Fo*ltall L S . I N
v . Vice Preeident,. Student Servicea Sl | - DI Ve
sraN ' ) ,
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: ‘ e ~ APPENDIX C R | R |
.' . i . ) \‘ » . ) ‘ . a
a . . . A S
) » . L
\ v * " . ?K .
A ' > \ .
- . . ' ' . . - - . .ru
- ' ) A ' ” - '
Y : - Hhat baaic okills do you aasess? When do you assess? '
S - - before registration after registration
- . readingr, ’ . , ‘ . : -
. writins ________ . . ’ ) ot ’
m‘th » ) ' ) '_1 ! . .
other (spocify) " ST ' . ¥ S s .
. . _ What 1n-truaent do you uaa? 1f locally constructed, write "in- -
’ - " house."” reading S T o .
- e ' weiting = L ' - ‘ P
. math . : - , 'j
) other (apecify) T ;
Indicate your plncelnnt syuten; o _.~  | , ‘
| - . ' no placement _ placememt recommended '-° placement
v S _ forced - other (specifyf - SR,
‘ b . Institution —
- . ) 43\ . -
; .. . S . 3 . .'3; ) . > -
r » . .

’ - - 7 . - L4
A SR R S " - cLEAR|NGHOUSE FOR
N AR | . - - JUNIOR COLLEGES

' S - T I umvsnstrv .OF CALIFORNIA
\ S ~ NOV161984
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