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f“ ABSTRACT S

= Th*s—researeh—evaluated.the~des JLJuuuﬂuuL_______
teach1ng as a career as rated by eighth grade students. instrument:

5; wa's | developed on which respondents placed ‘their own choice of best RE iqj*
s - and; worst~poss1b1e careers as endpo1nts ‘on.a 10 po1nt scale. oo T
; Forty-fxve additional careers,,1nc1ud1ng careers’ in science teachxng,\ L
o sczence,,and teach1ng of subjects other: than sc1ence were then rated ™ ..
ot by the students with respect to the endpo1nts. Cdreers in: teach1ng e
were. generally rated low by the’ respondents with the. except1on of
_physical education and mathemat1cs teach1ng. ‘The respondent S. race
and~educat1ona1 ;aspirations were shown: to have’ags1gn1£1cant :
relat1onsh1p (0.05" level): with‘the: rat1ngs of ‘some: s |
uw,careers. Add1t1ona11y, the re1at10nsh1p betwee ;
by the- respondent S parents andthe irating of science teach1ng was.’
.also s1gn1f1cant in .some’ cases;'Thelmost obvious result of this study
~was the ver1£1cat1on ‘that: e1ghth grade students ‘doinot rate’ sc1ence
~teaching: as'a desirable career: Therefo e, ‘the’ shortage of: sc1ence ST
);teachers seen will. not 11ke1y diminish un1ess science: teach1ng is. ..t
?jﬁmade to be . a; more attract1ve career goal. (Author/JN) o
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SCIENCE TEACHING AS A CAREER
- CHOICE OF EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS

Tlus research evaluated the c}eslrablhty of sc1ence teachmg as _
- ‘a~career as rated by _e1ghth_ grade students. An mstrument was. developed

“on which respondents. placed theii" own choice of best .and--worsc -p0551b1e

careers as erdpomts on a 10 pomt sca:‘le. Fort:y~f1ve add1t1ona1 careersjij i

- mcludang careers in science tectchmg, sc1ence and teachmg of subJectsV )
. * .
other than sc:Lence were then mted by the students w1th respect to the

m = . «" ST e

-endpomts. S / '*'11

y 1

Camers in teachlng were generally rated low by the respondents Wlth‘ SRR

the exceptlon of phy51ca1 edu::at:.or\l and ma.thematlcs teachmg 'I'he

-respondent s race and educatlonal aspn'atlons were shown to have a

s:.gmflcant relatlonshlp (0 05 level) w1th the ratmgs of some s<:1ence
\

‘teachmg ca'reers. v Add:l.tlonally, the relatlonshlp between the type of Job

“held by the respondent s parents \dthe ratmg of sc1ence teachmg was

also s:Lgn:Lflcant in some cases.'. \ L
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e SCIENCE TEACHING AS A CAREER . . . t
.¢ .~ (HOICE:OF EIGHTH CRADE STUDENTS
Introductmn | I . R
. 'Ihe research bemg reported was mdertaken to deteruune how

secondary school students percelve scrence tea.hmg as a career., 'I'he
research mvolved askJ.ng a group of 430 e1ghth grade students to rate
the des1rab111ty of 45 careers th.ch mcluded secondary school sc1ence
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\ " “could do anyth.mg they mshed " They were, in addltlon, asked to g:we

-

several reascrns why they felt that thls career was best fc» them. Space

-

was prov1ded for the llstlng of three Teasons. Studen ~re then asked /
to record the name of the worst p0551b1e career md T - "y they felt
_ that th:l.s career would be worst The career suggested v ow -udent as

the best careeri was asslgned the ratmg of 10 and the c:are ggested as

‘ worst was assigned‘_ a’ﬁ.'value of zero. - Us:.ng the careers that he or she haa ‘
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t'areer was rated a zero. These flgures show the self anchorrng scale .
mstruxnent to b° a rellable mstrmnent at least m.th respect to the ends
'4 of the scalfe :.-,; | ”
Results ! | U |
o The students who served as respondents for this. researc;h were. attenda.ng
A ‘,explorator;r clasaes at the t1me of adm:lmstratlon Most of the students |
were m a sectlon of the exploratory classes called OccupatlonaL Exploratron.l,
It was felt that these 'classes would pronde a b1as free atmosphere in ‘

relatmn to scmnce teachlng All mstrtments were adm:lmstered by one -

researcher and at no t1me was- the natune of the study d:Lsclosed to the

students .

s

The f1ve scrence teac}ung subject areas contalned w1th1n the mstmmmt

:_ ‘*“(llfe science teach:.ng, earth scrence teachmg, physrcal sc1ence teachmg, |

| blology teachmg, ‘and chemstry/physms teac}ung) had mean ratlngs o )
[ ' from 2 91 to 3.38. 'I'he hlghest rated sc1ence teachmg Career, chemlstry/ |
----- pnysu:s Lteachmg, was ranked thlrty-second of the 45 careers whlle blology

— teachmg, the lowest rated science- teachmg career, was ranked fortleth

‘~Rat1!hgs of. careers m teach:mg of s‘ubjects other than scrence ranged

| from 2 76 to 4 61 Physrcal educatmn teachmg and nlathemtlcs teachmg




LR ;@_"2 oo -
o The race of the student was shown to have a s:.gn:.flcant relatlonshlp
- o w1th 11fe sC1ence teach.mg and physlcal sc1ence teachlng, but not w1th the
| other sc1ence teach:mg areas. The black students compns:mg approxmately
15% of the sample were shown‘ to rate sc1ence teachmg hlgher than wh:u:e

students m these two cases.

'I'he ratmgs "of scuenre teachmg was sh‘an to have a slgmflcant

relatlonshlp w1th educatiﬁnal asplratlons ‘of the student 1n three of the

R o sc1ence teachmg&careers{ In each case, those students w1th the

A | hlghest ‘asplratlons.‘, 1 e. "plan to attend professlonal or, ?gradlwte school "

rated scmnce teachmg higher than students w1th plans to.-;pursuev_'less

runu&%dume—hmdm&mdmeteenuswdents_omapnrdmatelyJﬂw

markedthelr" cholce;'oféf educational asplratlons as "plan to attend

professmnal :or ‘graduate school"" 3 Of thls group, 49'=students rated sc1ence

1Y

teac.hmg w1th a‘valueof" vef“'or more. i gt '_f:»; o "'\
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‘teaching careers. )

Thls research has not shown how to attract more students to sc1ence‘

teach:mg as a career. 'I‘he study has shown that the. shortage of sc1ence"l¢i-" ‘

i teachers presently seen will not. llkply clum.msh unless SC1ence teachlng

is made to be a more attractlve career goal o Co L
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