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'EXAMINING CHILDREN'S SENSE OF AUDIENCE ON' A
PERSUASIVE WRITING TASK: GRADES TWO, FOUR7AND
SIX Order DA83 2 5860
ATKINS, CAMMIE L., Eo.D. Rutgers University The State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick), 1983. .150pp. Chairperson: Susan Golbeck

An important aspect of development in writing ability is the growth
of a ser.se of audience, the awareness of the audience for whom.
writing is intended. Research has indicated that such an awareness is
closely tied to the entire process of learning to write and to the
process of acquiring asense of self as separate from others. It has
been further.suggested that acquiring a sense of audience is a
developmental process. The present study examined elementary
students' persuasive writing sampleSfor evidence of this. Specifically,
the study investigated whether or not sense of audience on a
persuasive writing 'task increased as age increased and whether or
not sense of audjence differed when method of instruction was valied

One hundred ninetysix second graders, 212 fourth graders, and
193 sixth graders were divided into three groups at each grade level.
Using three different methoas Of instruction children were asked to
'write a letter to their principal attempting to sway himto their personal
position as to whether or not their school should become a year-
round school. The writing samples were examined for evidence of
movement outward from self toward the specific audience being
addressed and/or a more generalized "public" audience. Results of

, the study indicatecKin increase in sense of audience as age
increased. At sixth grade this was sex. related: Females scored higher,
than males. There was no statistically significant' support for the
hypothesis that sense of audience would differ as method of .

instruction wis varied.
Findings of the present study indicate that attainment of a sense of

other can be examined from a developmental perspective. The study
alsosuggests that sense ofaudience is a complex phenomenon
which needs further systematic investigation. Exploration of this
'aspect of writing and of ways to increase proficiency in this area
constitutes a substantial research challenge. .

a

WRITER, CONTEXT, AND TEXT Order No. DA8401 5 58
.

BRANDT, DEBORAH LOuISE, PH.D. Indiana University, 1983.' 288pp.

Some of the most fruitful directions in contemporary-theory and
research in composition have developed from the questions, "What
do writers do when they write?" and "What enables writers to do what
they do when they write?" This study begins with the latter question to
explore hovithe social and semantic contexts in which writers
compose bear on their writing processes and on the character of their
finished texts.

The study draws upon theoretical understandings from language
acquisition, sociolinguistics, text linguistics,and reading theory to
suggest that writingolike any instance of language use, must be
understood in rela onship to the communicative setting in which it
occurs. Although riting is a cognitively private act, it is always a
linguistically socia act involving a writer's interpretation of the social
conditions, the context, in which writer and text participate, an
interpretation of what can be made known in the circumstances and

.._

how it can be made known.
The theoretical framework is applied in a descriptive study of the

writing of twelve college students enrolled in an elementary
composition course. Additionally, two students were asked to think
aloud as they Composed in five related but distinct contexts: The
moment-by-moment record of the oral protocols allowed insight into
how the writers represented a context to themseive.sduriAg the
proCess of composing and how they were"able to represent it through
text. Results of the protocol analysis suggested tnree important
influences in the writers' context of composition: the extent of shared

, 'writer reader knowledge, the discourse role the writers chose to
enact, and the presence of previous diScourse in the context;
including the writers' own evolving texts.

These influences were theriltraced in the finished texts of all twelve
students through techniques of discourse analysis which relate text
'structures to the processes Of social interaction which underlie them.
-Particular attention was given'to rategie& of cohesion, exophoric

references, presupposition, and handling of then., and rheme as
indicators of the writers' responses to changing contextual
conditions. In general the writers adopted textual strategies
appropriate to context. Finally, implications are offered for the theory
end teaching of writing.

r

RHETORICAL FOUNDATIONS OF TECHNICA
COMMUNICATION
BUEMLER, MARY FRAN, PH.D. University of Southe n California, 1983.
Chairman: Professor WalterR. Fislyar 1.

The rhetorical foundations of technical communication are traced
through historical developments of purely cgmmunicative elements,
such as audience analysis and organizationtf material, and

. specifically technicalelements. The communicative elements are
traced to classic rhetoric (Plato and Aristotle), the technical elements
to Francis Bacon and the establishment of the RoykSociety in the
lat1800s. Aspects that characterize'technical communication are
identified as three rules the fidelity rule, the completeness rule, and
the conciseness ruleand the significant'use of symbol systems that
include mathematics, graphic devices, tabular. presentation, and
displayed listings. These symbol systems are termed "iconic,"
following the usage of C. S Peirce. A content analysis of 20 technical
reports published in 1982 by Jet Propulsion Laboratory reveals that 58
percent of the page space, in column inches, wasdevoted to iconic
elements.

Both the completeness rule and the conciseness rulo-must be
applied within rhetorical considerations for the message and the
audience. These rules may be in conflict, but the use of iconic
elements significantly mediates between them, providing both more
completeness and more conciseness than are possible with the use of
discursive text alone.

These findings build on the levelsofedit concept developed at the
Jot Propulsion Laboratory. Both the findings and the concept are
applied to the developing field of technical communication. It is
recommended that future research should explore the validity and
utility of the rules formulated in this study and pursue other rules that
are germane to the rhetoric of technical communication.

(Copies available exclusively from Micrographics Department,
Doheny Library, USG, Loa Angeles, Ca. 80089.)

CREATIVITY, COGNITION AND SOCIAL INTERACTIONS IN
STUDENT WRITING PROCESS, A MULTIDIMENWONAL
STUDY: THE STUDENT ENGAGED IN THE EVENT OF
WRITING, -THE TEACHERIINGAGED IN THE ACT OF
TEACHING WRITING, THE RESEARCHER ENGAGED IN THE
STUDY OF WRITING Order No-DA8402194'
BURKE, MANY LETHE, PH.D. Washington University, 1983. 532pp.
Chairpersons: Joan Beaning, Louis Smith

Re, cent research on student writing process has focused On .
providing an accurate description of the writing event and upon
evaluatinb the use of particular instructional procedure& (heuristic
devices) to enhance that event. Many of these studies regard the
product as' the primary outcome of the writing event. Focus MS been
placed upon assessing the success or failureof that outcome within
the parameters specified in whet might be called currenttraditiOnal
rhetoric.

The, design of this study represents an effort to Achieve what
Kenneth Beittel (1973) describes as both structural and interpretive
validity. By combining a form of participant observation with first-
personsingular statements of the reaearcher`Involved in the prOCeall
of "making art," the researcher integrates her own eiperienCeS ea
-student writer with those of teaching writing and of observing not only -

the student writer but the teaching of writing as well.
The study focused on the process of student writing by examining

the use of a rhetoric of invention and its impact upon student writing.
Analysis of the data demonstrated that those stages in proceSS
identified by previous researchers were observed to occur In the



student writers observed in this study.Speciiic components Of the
instructional process identified as being enhancers of student writing

.

processes include: (1) the achievement of.an appropriate "fit"
between the, particular student's cognitive structure, the topic choice,
and the instructional approach (heuristic procedure); arid (2) the
ability of the teacher to modify one or several instructional
approaches to meet the needs of the individual student.

MODERN WRITING AND THE PHILOSOPHY- OF SPACE AND
TIME ' Order Not. DA8328835
CRISMAN, WILLIAM GEORGE, PH.D. University"! California, Berkeley,
1983. 1019pp.

This study in literary history opens by asking why "space -,and
"time," terms traditionally associated with physical abstraction. have
come to such obsessive prominence in literary criticism. Answering
this .question requires studying first the developing thought on space
and time in philosophy and science since 1780, and then the relation .

. of that development to 19th and 20th Century novels and.poems.
Analysis of Kant. Hegel, Russell. Wittgenstein and Einstein shows

that space and time serve a "consolatory" function \in their writings. .

By allowing the subject-object relations of naive realism to be
internalized intact, space and time counteract increasing feelings of
isolation from the object world. These philosophers' Works, as well as
those of many thinkers surrounding them, show. that apace more than
time consoles by providing an instantaneous correspondence test for
validity, while time more than space allows that test to be repeated
and checked. Finally, both space and time must unite to make the
subject feel reconnected to the world. In attaining such mportance,
space and time replace objects as reality's constituents.

Such thought about space and time also becomes prirhary even to
the fictional literature in which it would seem least likely teoccur. In
the German novel as it develeps from "Romanticism" to "iciivh
,Realism," Eichendorlf, MOrike and Stater worry considerablbout

.
subjective constriction, as do Keats. Rimbaud and Trakl inthe'
tradition of sensational to-irrational lyric poetry. Minute analysis of
these authors' major works shows that they engage ina form of
meditation that parallels that of the philosophers: first they giveepace
priority over timeas a channel to the external world; then they realize
the importance of time to knowledge; and finally they strive to balance
space against time. As in the'sciences, space and time then come to
constitute reality.

_.

1

The study concludes that the years 1780 to 1930 constitute one
unitary literary period characterized by this use of spice and, time to
solve.a crisis of knowledge. and that the literary-critical vogue of
discussing works' "spaces" and "times" is a predictable outgrowth of
modern literary history.

Helix, outlines the methodological techniques used in a helix design.
It discusses the writing workshop, publication, student-teacher
dialogue and other methodological concerns.

Chanter Four presents a profile of the teacher, analyzes the
teacher's instruction, and her response to three student writers. This ...

analysis is followed by three case studies. Chapter Five closes the
.study with observations, interences, precautions,"and implications for
further research. An Epilogue ends the papers.

THE HELIX PAPERS: ESSAYS AND RESEARCH ON
-TEACHING WRITING Order No. DA8328490
DOE, SANDRA LEE MARESN, ED.D. University of Northern Col/outdo,
1983. 240pp.

these papers detail the theory and practice of helical curriculum
design: In addition, the study examines the composing processes 6f
three student writers within the contixtspecificsituation of a course
designed around this model. This examination, a prolegomenon to the
study of the.composing process, arrives at observations, inferences.
and precautions aboutiesearch within a contextpecific situation. .. .

The papers are addressed to college teachers, writing Instructors,
and rhetoricans who may be interested in reformulating their
instruction, both writing and subject mater couries..

The Prologue speaks to meaning-making:and acknowledges the
guidance of a mentor. Chapter One provides a contextual
background to the theory, practice, and research which emerged
from the Institute on Writing, a joint project of the University of Iowa
andthe National Endowment for the Humanities. The helix model is

. proposed; it is followed by a review of the literature, the design of the
study and "notes toward a thetagestic theory of language."

Chapter Two Writing asExperiment, providell an overview of the
Sutler's own helical curriculum align. Chapter Three, Teaching in a

!CHOOSING TO WRITE: SIX CHILDREN AND THEIR
MAGAZINE Order No. DA8406813 2
EDWARDS, GERAtOINE ANNE, PH.D. University of Pennsylvania, 1983.
24app. Supervisor. Allan A. Glatthorn

Some children write often on their own,while others seldom
choose to mite unlesi they must. This study began, therefore, with
the question, 'What can be learned:from children who choose to _

'Write on their own time, in response to tasks that they themselves
have devised?" . , p '

. A naturalistic, descriptive case study, the research foOused upon a
group of six children, 9-13, who established their. own literary
magazine for children; then wrote and produced it without adult
guidance for more than eight months. The research was exploratory,
the data drawn froin interviews with the children, from observation of it
staff meetings, and frOm analysis of the magazine and related
materials.

Thistudy first describeslhet offing and batkground of the writers ..

and the history of the magazine, then analyzes and interprets the 'data
in response to two main 'questions: "What processes evolved AS the -
children prodUced their magitline from rhonth..to month?" And "What
was the significance of the magazine to its young writers ?" TM study
reveals that these children developed a complex network of writing
and problem solving.proceflaeti.to keep their project going, and that
they did so because the magazine served a number of important
purposes for them. Not only wasthe magazine A group writing project
and a source of pride for them, it was a rite of passage as well, that

:provided them with opportunities to speak to odious, to teach and
to learn, and to exercise their creativity and independence. .

The research has implications for the use of process as a heuristic
in composition research; for the study of peer writing groups; and for
understanding what and how some children choose to write on their
.own.- The study concludes by pointing outsome contrasts between .
school Writing assignments and the outOfschool writing project
them children framed for theinpolves.

SOURCES OF NEGATIVE ATTITUDES TOWARD WRITING:
CASE HISTORIES OF FIVE UNSKILLED COLLEGE --
.FRESHMAN WRITERS . Order No. DAUM:HMSO
GAY, PAMELA J., Par.D. New York Univecsity, 1983. 197pp. Chairman:
Professor Gordon M. Pradl

Statement of the Problem. Attitude plays a role not only at the
, beginning of the writing process but throughout: writers are guided by

their beliefs about writing arid about themselves as writers. Some
beliefs about writing may be useful, contributing to amore positive-
attitude, while others may interfere, contributing to amore negative .

attitude. Misconceptions about writing can hinder developing' writers,
cizs `Methodology To explore the sources of negative attitudes toward

writingof five unaltillect college freshmen writer& at Old Dominion
University, Norfolk, Virginia, a Me study approach was used. The.' .
studies Include interviews with the students concerning their writing
histories, interviews yeith their former high school English Withal%

- and information on their verbal abilities and high SOW grades. TM
data was examined for patterns that would help explain the
cumulative development of these fivewriterS' negative Claudia, at
least through high school and the beginning of college. .

Generalizations drawn from one case are compared to those. 'drawn
from other cases in an attempt toderive theoretical irriplieltionIS

'.Results. The five student writers in this sample haidnumerout
misconceptions about theinatUre Of writing which contributed to ;
negative attikides toward writing and appeared to hinder the
develMiment of their Wilting abilities; For theta five writail, Writing
appeared outer, rather than innerdirected: these students wrote



primarily to please the teacher and earn a grade rather than to please
themselves and to learn. This study revealed that these students'
attitudes toward writing were. sniped, to a great extent, by their
teachers' attitudes.

Conclusions. Teachers not only need to recognize the role of
attitude in the development of writing abilities but also to understand
how attitudes toward writing are formed--specifically, the role beliefs
play in the complex process of attitude formation. Above all, traacheri
need to be aware of the powerful role they pray in shaping students'
attitudes toward writing. Teachers cannot intervene effectively if their
teaching id3guided (or misguided) by an oversimplified model of
competing and by misconceptions about the act of writing.

A SURVEY OF THE RESEARCH ON THE COMPOSING
PROCESSES OF, STUDENT WRITERS Order No. DA8329446
HARVEY, ROBERT GENE, Ilk ILinois State University, 1983. 204pp.

The purpose of the dissertation is to summarize the research on
the composing of student writers. This research focuses mainly on the
process of composing.9ather than on the products of composing or
methods of teaching composition.

Key bOoks in bringing the process of composing to the attention of
researchers were The Composing Processes of Twelfth Graders
(1971), by Janet Emig, The. Development of Writing Abilities (11-18)
(1975), by James Britton, it al., and Research on Composing: Points
of Departure (1978), edited by Charles R. Cooper and Lee Odell. The
National Council of Teachers of English, through editorial decisions
,rid its various publications, has been most influential in bringing the
importance of the study of composing to the attention of the
profession in general as well as to researchers.
. Many researchers on composing have used case study
approaches. These case studies have utilized the following
methodologies: composing aloud, videotaping, direct observation,
.!::.d introspection. Interdisciplinary approaches, such as then
irwolving cognitive psychology,'have also been used.

Researchers on compoting have reached the following main
conaiusions: (1) In high schoolS, the time allowed for writing is
generally inadequate. (2) In hig;rschools, students are not often
required to write extended pieces of discourse. (3) Most student
writing'is done in the transactional mode. (4) Teachers as examiners
are usually the only audiences for student writing. (5) StudentS and
teachers do not always perceive Writing assignments in the same way.

0 (8) Books of model essays and many composition textbooks are of
questionable value. (7) The composing, process is recursive. The
prewrite, write, revise model of the composing process is inadequate
in-describing writing behavior. (8) Writing is a powerful means of
learning. (9) Modes of ditcourse affect the composing process.
Students write sentences which are most syntactically complex when
composing in the argumentative mode. (10) Good student writers
spend more time planning, writing, pausing, rescanning, and revising
than do poor writers. Good student writers also take more satisfaction

.4' in writing than do poor writers.

THE RHETORIC OF THE FAMILIAR ESSAY: E. B. WHITE
AND PERSONAL DISCOURSE -, Order No. DA8407824
HASKELL, DALE EvERETT, PH.D. Texas Christian University,1983.
186pp. Adviser: Professor Gary Tate

When written discourse in the twentieth century adopted
1"scientifich tendencies (disassociation of facts from values, subject-
dominated treatises, thesis-propf argument), it employed a restrictive
and outmoded Variety of classical rhetorical theory.

Theauccess of classical rhetelfc relied heavily on two bases,
neither of which survive in modern society: a coherent set of values
held within a rhetorical community, and a belief that a speaker could
embody and speak forth that community's wiadom in a persuasive -
fashion. Furthermore, the classical rhetor was an orator who could
stand before an audience and move them emotionally as well as
rationisey, by the dramatic force of his person. 0

Instead of attempting to compensate for the distance and
irripersonality which the artifice of writing places between speaker

and audience, the classic model for written discourse has, perversely,
emphasized evidential argument (or logos) to an ever greater degree.

, Modern rhetorical theorists such as Kenneth Burke and Wayne
Booth have suggested that discourse might more effectively follow a
model whereby a speaker would acknowledge both the diversity of his
audience and the incomplete nature of his own wisdom. Such
discourse would take as its purpose the investigation of thought;
rather than the dispersal of culturaerapproved truths. Modern
rhetoric would aim at establishing what Burke calls "identification"
between speakers and audiences, so that admittedly limited men
might share and improve their ideas, composing thernseive.s into a
-condition of greater completeness.

The familiar essay,form is particularly wellv.iited to these modern
rhetorical purposes. Though it has long been considered a tangential
and irresponsible subgenre of writlrig, the familiar essay offers a
.means by whicha,Todern speaker might reach an otherwise
suspicious or uninterested audience through personal discourse,
which reunites the appeals of ethos (the force and charm of the
writer's character) and pathos (the emotional engagement of the
reader)with the intellectual appeal of logos.

A study of the operation of personal discourse in eight essays by
E. B. White reveals how the modern familiar essay can evince
compelling arguments by the use of modern, generative, and lyrical
ethos.

FIRST ENCOUNTERS, OF A WRITTEN KIND: POI-NTS OF
ENTRY AND PATHS OF DEVELOPMENT FOR THREE-
BEGINNING WRITES Order No: DA8403378
HIMLEY, MARGARET H., PH.D.. University of 11liniiis at Chicago, 1983.
64813e.-

This investigatiOn is motivated by two fundamental questions:
(1) a question aboupwritten language acquisition and deselopment7
hbw and illy Yourtgbhildren begin to use the resources of written
language to make meaningful texts; and (2) an epistemol.gical
question,--how to research rigorously and productively an activity AS
complex, conteXtuallyiporinded, and intractable as writing.

The methodology is one kind of phenomenological inquiry called
documentation; defined succinctly as the.direct observation of a small

. number of cases over extended periods of time in their natural setting:
In thin study three children one kindergartener and two first graders-
were observed weekly at school for a year and a.h all. Vescription'and
analysis of their early writing growth is embedded in, ar.d informed by
full portrayals of each child.

Results are presented in three, full-length documentary accounts
of each beginning writer a mesh of narrative, explication; and
argument that !,:asents in detail the particular learning, patterha,
expressive needs, composing strategies, and written tweet each
particular child. The focus is °riffle indi,.;;cual in context. Key t
dimensions of written language acqUisition and development are then-
distilled out of the three accounts, providing a teotathe definition of.
writing' development and a possible researchsnatrigq matrix that
both pulls together a final interpretation of the three writers as weli as
provides 'a possible frarnework for initiating more delimited
observation and future research.

THE USE OF TOP-LEVEL STRUCTURE OF EXPOSITION BY
ENTERING COLLEGE FRESHMEN Order No. DA8401201
HGelciNe, SUZANNE BRATCHER, PH.D. Texas Woman's University, 1983.
,139pp

prawingbn the rhetorical theory of Frank D'Angelo and others and
on the discourse structure analysis techniques of Bonnie Meyer and

this study was based on a notion of the top-level structure of
exposition as a hierarchy of main ideas represented by a thesis and
paragraph topic sentences. The Study attempted to add to the body of

'knowledge about college readers by asking the question, "Do
entering college fteshmen at 8 western state university use top-level
Structure aft an organizing strategy for exposition?" Strategy use.wu
.measured in four specific contexts: produciog, reading, recalling, and
verbalizing: Data Were gathered using a writing task, a macro-close
task, a tree recall task, and a questionnaire. Results led to the
conclusion that It appears that this sample of entering college
freshmen denot use the top -level structure strategy.



META PHOR IN TWENTIETH CENTURY THEORY OF
TEACHING COMPOSITION: AS A TROPE, .AN AID TO
EXPRE4SION, A PROBLEMSOLVING STRATEGY, AND A.
WAY OF KNOWIN' Order No. DA03 27853
HUBER.CAROLE/ANNE, RM.D. Texas Christian University, 1983. 110pp,

Adotiser Jim Corder
'If the composition teacher wishes to be consistent, that is, avoid

offering Contradictory adViceand teaching contradictory.itrategems
forthe production of writing, he must be aware of the assumptions on
which his pedagogy is grounded. The ways various pedagogies teal
the problem of languageand meaning,are related primarily to two
,world views: one suggests that reality exists outside the
consciousness of its perceotors and a second suggests that reality is
interpreted by its perceptors and .:2.nstructed through rhetoric.
. PedagOgies grounded in assumptions relating to the second .vorld
'view endeavor to provide students with an understanding of the. '
dialectical relations of writer, language, reality, and audience. They
also suggest that both literal and metaphorical language are
.significant aspects dour linguistic expression. This study advocates
a pedagogy thataccords with the second worfd'view and
recommends the teachihg of metaphorical thinking because sum'
training will (1) help students understand how language constructs .
and reconstructs our understanding of 'reality, (2) help them cultivate
the necessary objectivity to evaluate their personal constructions, and
(3) help them appreciate the nature of style and presence in writing.

When writers make meaning, interpret experience by cantering
meaning on entities, events, and signs, they must be aware of the .
stylistic possibilities open to their particular kind of discourse.Literal
usage is one aspect of the way'peopie use language to interpret
reality; metaphor is another. Our educational system trains students
to literal usage; this study advoCates training students in metaphorical

. ,

expression as well.

. .
A STUDY OF PROFESSIONAL AND EXPERIENCED WRITERS
REVISING AND EDITING AT THE COMPUTER AND WITH

'afsEN AND PA PER _____ . Order No. DA8329823
LuTI, JEAN ANN, PH.D. Rensselaer Polytechnic tritftute, 1983.. 428pp.
Adviser: S. Michael. Halloran .,

This study uses text`processing and pen and paper protocols, a
standard method of text analysis, and interviews to explore cognitive
strategies involved in making-changes in texts. Specific refs of
investigation are as follows: differences between revisi6g and editing;
differences between writers working ara word processor and with pen
and paper; differences between prbfessional and experienced writers;
differences between professionals writing onthejob and
professionals in a research context;Ind differences between writers
with experience in the genre of the research and those without
experience in this genre.

Seven writers--three experienced teachers of writing and four
protessionalsprovide data for this study. Subjects performed four
research tasks and answered questions about task: They
composed and revised a press release at a word processor; edited a
press release at a word processor; composed and revised a press
release using pen and paper; and edited a prets release using pen
and paper. Two of the profeSsionals also completed an on-job task
and interview.

Statistical analyses (a split-plot factorial ANOVA, Newman-Keuls,
and T-tests), graphS of interactions and changes, seattergrams, and
responses to interviews indicate that, in this study, editing, like
revising, ought to be distinguished froM routine proofreading
activities; that reviseri and'editors at a word processor do thate tasks
differently than those who work with pen and piper, that there are no
differences between profestinnal and experienced writers or between
professionals On-the-job and in a research context; and that
differences between writers with and without genreexperience
suggest that even expert writers may require practice to develop
detailed plans for an unfamiliar rhetorical problem. Implications for
teaching:pedagogy, and future research are discussed.

WRITING AS A PRIMARY MODE OF THERAPY WITH
'a ADOLESCENT FEMALES WHO ARE MISUSING

DRLUGS/ ALCOHOL: FIVE CASE STUDIES.
OrderNo. DA8325893

MAZZOLI, JOSEPHINE C., Eo.D. Rutgers University The State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick), 1983. 244pp. Chairperson: Ronald Christ

This study'explored the use of writing as a major mode of therapy
with adolescents who were misusing drugs/alcohol. This research
used a case study mIthod, with the analyses of data following the
grounded. theocy-approach (Glaser & Strauss, 1967). Both theory and
hypothesis fo7mulation were developed as the research progressed
rather than selected a priori.

Five 18.year-old women participated as clients in this research and
in thistrno e of therapy. We met twice a week for approximafr'y 20
sessi uring this time the young women wrote an average of 27
pieces:- e forms in which they wrote Were warm-ups; dialogues;
accounts of people, Situations, or events; accounts of how they would
like the world to be; and descriptions of future plans.

. They wrote about subjects that were consistent with their
developmental stage: rnother/daughter separation, leaving home,..
male/female relationships, father/daughter relationships, being out
of control, and alcohol/drugs. Though theoretically open, their
choice of subject was often influenced by the therapist/Client
interaction.

Data were derived from several sources in addition to the writing:
writing questionnaire, periodic questioning at the end of sessions,
and a final writinv assignment. A Category system was.developed to
organize and conceptualize these findings. In addition, each of the
young women was asked to complete three psychological .,
instruments: a revised version of the Symptom Checklist (SCL-901R), _
Dean's Alienation Scale, and the Adolescent Life Events Inventory
(AEI). . . .

-The results indicated that writing was useful to bath client and'
therapist in the therapeutic setting. Clients' responses ranged from
"to get rid of. angry feelings" to "think about things." The therapist
found writing helpful in both focusing and structuring therapy.

As scores on the SCL-901R arid the Alienation Scale suggest,
therapy raised levels Rt hostility and paranoid ideation, and feelings of
alienation Only one cilent, who had control over her life\
circumstances, had a lower alienation post score. .

Writing;; useful as a major therapeutic modeiand should be tested
with a variety of clients in A variety of settings.

A. POCHOLINGUISTIC DESCRIPTION OF THE
DEVELOPMENT OF WRITING IN SELECTED FIRST GRADE
STUDENTS Ordcr No. DA8404871
Miu, VERA ESTHER, Eo.D. The University of Arizona, ,983. SOSpp.
Director: Vette Goodnian _ _

The purpose of this study is to examine the development of writing
in first grade childreri. It provides information about the changel that
take place in the chirolien's writing over an eight-month period. The
writings of the entire classroom were collected; from these six
children's writings were chosen for cross-sectional-analysis. Two
children from this group were further selected for in-depth case
studies. Interviews, parent surveys; and observations were employed
to monitor the children's writing development. The data are
categorized according to (1) the child's general background, (2) the
child as a writer, (3) the child's use of conventions of.the writing and
spelling systems, and (4) an overview of the child's codstruction of
meaning.

The subjecta already had a rich, though varied, background of
experience with writing when they entered first grade. Many
invitations to write were given during the year, which resulted in three a
major types of writing: journals, notes, and Stories,' -

The children were eager to communicate in writing. They grew and,
developed during the year in a way similar to themay they once
learned to speak, learning hoW to write through their interaCtionS and
experiences with others. They beeline aware of the needs Of in-



..... 'Y ,".1/
audience, could determine the type of Writing a ppruoriate to a
particular setting, used flYntactic features thatiother writers use, and
wrote to fulfill personal needs. ,

As the children wrote, they discovered that certain conventions;
such as spelling and punctuation,'are used by writers to allow their
message to be understood. The rate of development varied according
to how critical these conventions were to the ability to communicate.

The study demonstrated that children who have a message to
communieate construct meaning es their first priority. As they use
writing, they gain knowledge of the writing system and change-occurs
in their understanding of the *tactic, semantic and orthographic
systerns, allowing them to creatmore complex meanings for their
readers. .. .

TRANSACTIONS AMONG TEACHERS AND CHILDREN:
TEACHERS' INSTRUCTIONAL BEHAVIORS AND THE
WRITING PROCESSES OF KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN
DURING CLASSROOM WRITING EPISODES

Order No. DA83299.45
Moss; RITA KAY, PH.D. Tixes A&M University, 1983. 222pp. Co-
Chairman: Dr. John C. Stansell, Dr. Donna I.. Wiseman

The primary.purpose of this study was to describe the
interrelationships between teachers' instructional behaviors during
writing instruction and the writing processes of beginning writers.

The inquiry, conducted over an entire school year in two
Kindergarten classrooms with either standardized sequential writing
instruction or developmentallY based writing instruction, gathered
data through interview procedures, naturalistic observation of the
writing processes of children in a classroom setting, naturalistic
observation, of the teachers' instructional behaviors during writing
instruction, and the collection of the writing products of children.

Two teachers were chosen for participation in the -study because
in each case their instructional behaviors during writing instruction .

met specific criteria identifying them as either presenting
standardizedollequential writing instruction or developmentally bused
writing instruction. From naturalistic observation within these two
clastrooms, the teachers' instructional behaviors during writing
instruction were described with regard to time spent during
instruction in writing and behaviors demonstrated airing writing
instruction. From personal and video-taped observation, the
children's writing processes were descnbed in relation to tea-theft
instructional behaviofs---and teacherchild interactions. Frain audio '
tape-recorded interviews with children from these two clatsroorna,
the children's perceptions of the writing processet and of the
teacher's instructional behaviors were described and triangulation
date, was provided for the researcher's classroom observations.

Ah analysis of the data indicates that (1) children's writing
processes and perceptions Of the writing process are influenced by
teachers' instructional behaviors; (2) children's writing processes
Can be distinguished ty their focus on either graphic features of
letters and words or on meaning, and this fbcuS is determined by the
teachers' instructional behavidrs; IA children's writing prqcesses
can ciao be distinguished by their familiarity with print and their
willingness to take risks with print; and (4). children in
developmentally based writing clasSrooms display a wider range of
writing processes than did children in 'Standardized Sequentially
based %writing classrooms.

THE TREATMENLOP RHETORICAL ARRANGEMENTS AS (

REVEALED IN SELECTED COLLEGE FRE6HMA-li ENGLISH
COMPOSITION TEXTS PUBLISHED BETWEEN '1958.1878

- Order No. DA8400781
MUNC1ER, CRESTON D., Syracuse University, 1983. 178pp.

Comments in the professional literature expressing dissatisfaction
with college freihman English composition texts are often very
general and founded on nebulous reactions and opinions rather than
evidence. As a result, this investigation sought to provide a Study of
-texts Of on tangible-dogumenttlion. Since complete analysis of all

- elements in available college composition texts is beyond thence,

of a singledoctoral study, the study was narrowed to identifying the
presentation of one rhetorical element-arrangements (structures) -in
complete units of nonfiction prose, as found in a corps s of 12 best
selling texts (47 editions) between the years 1958-1976.

The investigation was approached through the posing of three
questions: (a) What discernible differences are there among the
selected texts (and among their various editions) in their treatment of
rhetorical arrangements? (b) Is there any evidence that research on
composition, scientific advances, or pedagogical concerns of this
period influenced the presentation of materials dealing with this
rhetorical component in these texts? (c) What generaliiations can be
made about the textbook treatment of arrangements throughout the
twenty-year period?

Following the analysis of the texts, the. conclusions note that there
is no recggnized framework for discussing arrangemtenta in writing;
that most texts do not even acknowledge outside influence's but
continue production in a most unresponsive manner; that the lack of a
framework and parameters allows authors to go their separate ways.

a with results that often impede researchers anct eveh more -

importantly, contuse students; that the problertis and contusion
concerning arrangements in writing are not the fault of stock plans
and formulas but of the textmakers' inability to present concepts of

-organizaton in an understandable way.
When properly handled, stock plans and formulas give the

beginning writer a place to start and provide the classroom
composition instructor with something very important: a concrete and
practical approachp teaching structured writing.

- .

. A STUDY OF COHESION IN THE GOOD, AND POOR ESSAYS
OF COLLEGE FRESHMEN Order No. DA84016e3
NEUNER, JEROME LAWRENCE, Pe.D. State University of New York at
Buttalo,19113. 152pp.

This work addressed several problems: the differences M the use
of cohesive ties, chaint, and distances by college friiihmerf writer*
whose essays were scored either good or prior on a holistic scale; the
effects of length of essay on the use of cohesion; and the usefulness
of the cohesion system as an evaluative and pedagogic tool. The
methodblogy consisted of: means tests and ANOVA on 18 tips& cf

. cohesive ties; comparisons of lehgths cf chains and distances from
_coherera to precursors;-and qualitative analysis geed7"----

..and poor texts. Data were transformed by the art sine and arc sine '-
square knit functions to adjust for variations in length. Result&

- ',indicated that 17 of 18 variables did notdiscriminate between good
and poor essays (p .05), but that the length of cohesive chains did .

distinguish the two ability levels. Variety and maturity of lexical choice
also appeared to characterite the good essays when cohesivo shahs
were tabulated acrosttinits. These tabulationt appeiffedp hays
useful explanatory power. Regarding length, it was discovered that
density of lexical ties and the length of cohesive chains were
diSproportiohate-to length of essay, both increasing at a greater.ratili
than the length of essay as measured by total words. The resift
strongly implied that the cohesion system should not have a central
role In pedagogy or evaluation, but could be used informally by a
teacher at the point of responding to the student text and aiding
revision. Future research should attempt to include the ideational and
interpereonal functions of language as well as the textforming,
function described by the cohesion system.

REVISION CUES: A STUDY OF FRESHMAN WRITERS .

Order No:DA8400120
OLos, ROSEMARY BURNS, D.A. Drake University, 1863. MOP. -

Adviser: Thomas B. Swits

The pro'biam. Cemposition scholars generally agree that writing Is
trprocess including prewriting, writing,and revision. Revillion has only
recently been addressed by reesarch, consequently little is known of
how student!! actually revise their writing; and even less is Known of
how to 'guide and direct students in rewriting manUscriptsi aside from
encoaregIng careful editing of erronti A number of researchers' have
suggested that rivising Is "cited" and that writer' respond to Spies
cuss or signals-1h their manuscriSts that silkiest a distonente..--
between whit IS Minded and Mat Is virldtn.,TNt sludifocUsed

11=atell. Is44



the cues students actually find in their writing and the revision
choices suggested by cuss. i '

Procedure. The writings of individual freshmen and a class sired
group of freshman writers provided data for the study. All drafts and
jotting related to the writings as well as tape recordings of interviews
and composing aloud sessions were analyzed one matrix which
tabulated responses to cues on the basis of process, addition,
deletion, substitution and reordering, and type; syntactic, mechanical,
logical and lexical.

Findings. Cueing styles vary from writer to writer, forming distinct
types, dependent on the writing personality and writing goals of each
writer. Cues appear to be influenced by the setter's general
knowledge, her awareness of her audience end her sophistication as
a writer. Cues are an inherent and essential part of the revision
process.

Recommendations. Instruction in comcosition could be
advantaged by assisting students to discover their own cues present

- in their manuscripts and calling out for new choices in expression.
Assisting students to seek out cues teactivate the student's response
relationship between cues and revisions can generate improved
manuscripts. The revision matrix could be utilized to provide students

owith a check on their own sueing, both to encourage revision and to
enhance students' Awareness ofIcompositionel choices.

AUDIENCE AWARENESS AND ADAPTATION SKILLS OF
WRITERS AT FOUR DIFFERENT GRADE LEVELS

Order No. DA832561 2

0

Quictc, DORIS MEmAN,5).A._Statepniversity ti New York. at Albany,
1983. 99pp.

The purpose of this study was twofold: (1) to determine the nature
and extent of audience awareness exhibited:by sixteen writers, four at
each of four grade level: (grades 4, 6,12, and college level), and
(2) to deterrnine the extent te'which eighty writers, twenty at these
four grade levels, adapted persuasive discoprse to suit the
predisposition of a stated audience. .

There were two basic procedures: (1) To learn libels: audience
awareness:I interviewed the sixteen writers about their persuasive
writing, I then analyzed the interview transcripts to see what kinds of
audience awareness die writers displayed, and I made comparisons
acmes grade levels. (2) To learn about audience adaptation skill, I
administered a persutsive writing task that asked the eightrwriters to
address two different audienCes, one neutral and one hostile. I
analyzed the persuasive writing to see what kinds of adaptation skill. <3

each writer displayed, and again, made comparisons across grade
levels.

The results of the analysis of interview transcripts showed that
writers at all four grade levels were equally-aware of audience. :-

However, the exact nature of the audience awareness difteied, with
older writers exhibiting more abstract audience knowledge thah
younger writers. The analysis of the written products showed that
audience adaptation skill was consistently exhibited by only the
co ege writers when numbers and kinds of appeals were measured.
'Refutation, however, was varied by all groups except the fourth grade
group. ;

. This study suggests that although school age writers are aware of
audience, for the most part they either lack the skill to adapt writing to
Suit audience needs or perhaps do not see the necessity for audience
adaptation. In addition, this study'shows that writing tasks can be
designed in ways that allow us to examine specific features in texts.
Finally, we conclude that examination of written products is not a'
satisfactory way to learn about writers, but must be combined with
other information to form clear pictures of what writers know-and can
do.

---

A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY OF THE CORRELATION: BETWEEN
FRESHMAN ENGLISH STUDENTS' COGNITIVE. DEVELOPMENT
AND SELECTED MEASURES OF THEIR WRITING ABILITY

e% Order No. D A8329688
RANIERI. Paul. WILLIAM, PH.D. The University of Texas at Austin, 1983.
189pp. Supervising Professor: Ed:riund J. Farrell, Ph.D.

The purpose of this diEsertation was to describe the-theoretical
and statistical relationship between Jean Piaget's theory of cognitive
development and the writing ability of freshmen enrolled at The
University of Texas-Austin. Seventy-six subjects took Hans Furth's
"An Inventory of Fidget's Developmental Tasks" (IPDT) and each
wrote two essaysusing the persuasive aim. "Writing Ability" was
mensured-by live indices: a holistic evaluation (Three trained raters
holistically evaluated each essay on a 1.4 scale, and all ratings for
both essays were summed for tecOmbinedscore that ranged from 8 to

, 24.); and four syntactic measures Words per T-unit, Subordinate'
Clauses per T- unit; Adjective Clauses per T-unit, and Waiter Lobares
Elaboration Index Points per T-unit.

Students' scores on the IPDT were correlated with the helistic
'ratings of the,essays and with each of the four syntactic scores. Final
Pearson coefficients yielded no statistically significant correlations (p

.01). A t-test measuring the dfference in the performances-of males
and females did produce a value of 2.64, which is significant at the .01

vel. A further analysis using both partial correlations and separate
correlations for each sex still resulted It no significant valses at the
.01 level. Males (N = 30) came closest with a correlation of .23? (p
.104) betWeen-their !POT and holistic scores.

F rot these results, the reietticher inters that the measuring
devices were too imprecise to assess the strength of the relationship
that really exists between,cognitive development and writing ability. In
addition, he argues that future studies will need, to account more
carefully for the differentires of "logic" inherent in the different aims
of discourse. To aid in developing these future projects,-he outlines
four possible studies, each of which may help toassess more closely
the connection between these two variables. Also, the researcher
suggests means for refining the measurement of both cognitive.
growth and writing ability. One suggestion Involves supplementing
Furth's picture-based test with a kinguagebaied one that tests foloial
resioning..Last, the researcher discusses potential knplleatione for
curricular and instructional changes in the event future projects do
document even a minimal relationship betweenintellectual =
development and the ability to write:

0

A NATURALISTIC STUDY OF THE SEHAY1ORS OF HIGH
SCHOOL JUNIORS AND THE FEATURES' OF THEIR
COMPOSITIONS .AS THEY .WRITE FOR., NATURAL PURPOSES

Ordar No. 0A8403699
RHEA, PmiuP Lo:wstAct-Es.D. University of Kanias, 1983. 139pp.

9

Students and teachers alike avoid writing atia classroom activity
because these experiences do not connect with the real world.
Instead, students too often are required to write a particular form, to
develop an outline before they Writ!, aria to be concerned with a .
standard of correctness. Consequently student writing is Often a -
startle product of an equally sterile process. Students du not like to
Write it, tnd teachers do not like to road it. This study, therefore,

ardeSqribea what kinds of behaviors students exhibit when writing for- natural purposes to real audiences.
Naturalistic inquiry techniqpes were used to gather data from

which the attitudes of the students and the features of their writing
were described, All writing that the students did was either a response
to what had been transpiring within the classroom or an activity
directed to real audiences. Students participated in six activities.
Summaries of responies to and impresSions of students' writing
behaviors were gathered by interviews; a log of the kinds of choices
students made as they wrote was kept; a record Was made of the..
questions students asked during the prewriting, writing, and rewriting,
stages; a record waikept of the students' writing fluency; result Of
the attitude survey were tabulated.

Students made deCiriolis about how their writing weuld affect their
audiences, about selecting and arranging details for the gre atest .
effect, *bout choosing partinenftopics, about choosing an



appropriate tone and point of vieweabout developing effective
introductions and conclusions, about making writing interesting, and
about limiting their material. Students were eager to share their
writing-with one-another:Generally, students' attitudes were positive
toward the aztivities and toward writing. Generally the writing was
interesting and informative. The papers were lengthy, representing
the students' desire to "show" rather than "tell." Also, students used
abundant descriptors or qualifiers in developing their sentences. Most
of all; however, the writing was interesting. Each student had

' something-unique to present.

visual and auditory properties of the ifixts,Other influences on
revision are writers' aesthetics,'interestingnesze, and external

sources.
--Though the writers' revisiten processes were Multilayered &rift
recursive, they were also progressive. While the type of revisions and
their effects varied from testis) text,-the study Identified an underlying

three- and sometimes fourstage process.
In stage one, writers established structural featureSito which they .

-added and adjusted in-stage-two. In stage three,. they corrected,- .

changed format, and established final forth: Unexpected:meaning
sometimes emerged in a variable 'discovery' stage. These stages
were not Strictly linear, since different parts of texts were often at
different stages, but shifts in proportions of revisions from draft to 11

draft, and a three-draft minimum suggest an obligatory order in which. .

the writer! established necessary features of. a text language; -

Structure, and external form. The_complexity of the writing task
__requiree Solective attention_to.differentleaturesct different points in

PROMOTION OF CONGRUENT EXPECTATIONS THROUGH
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS'

. Order No. DA8326628
SMITH, JOYCE M., Eo.D. Syracuse University, 1983. 170pp.

The purpose of this study istireicamine the effect Which sera:
ifFuctured:written communications have on the congruency of
parental and teacher expectations for a pretChobl child on a set of
age-related tasks. In addition this study examines theeffect of the
communications on the accuracy of parents) and teacher
expectations for the actual performance-of the preSchool child on the
set of age related tasks: . .

f, To investigatethese concerns 72 parent,child, teacher triads from
. .

. nine nursery school settings participated. A.posttest only with a
control group design.was utilized. Children fromeeachtlassroom were
randomly selected and placed in one of three treatment groups. Each
treatment group received a different communication treatment:
teacher-toparent alongwith parenttoteacher, teachertoparent
only and-no added communication as an intervention of this study:

Folloviirig twelve weeks of treatment, parents and teachers were
individually aged to indicate their expectation of the child's

. performance On each of the three tasks. The Id its included a bead
teak, a picture memory task, and a copying task. Expectations of
parents and teachers were then compared to each other as well as to

',the actual performance scores produced by the child on the three .
age related tags.

. . .

ChiscithiretlittrIbutions were used to examine the comparisons.
for each variable according to treatment group. No significant.
differences between groups were reported at the .05 level. 'A post hoc

4 . examination of clastroom effect using chisquare resulted in one .

_ instance of significant difference at the .05 level: the comparison of
parent and teacher expectations on the copying task However, since
there were no other sigpificant differences found-at tfie--.05-level;--and

`picture
copying task was not viewed's5 being different from the bead or

picture memory task, it is difficult to make can'clusive interpretations,.

Informal data suggested a positive attitUdeof parents and teachers
toward thetcomniunication treatment. The findings suggest that there'

'may have been effects Other than those tested by the present
instrumentation.

the work.
Results suggest that routinized 'form first' tasks elloW venterilia

combine stages, but the more variability the work allows, the more
selective attention must be, and the more distinct the stages. The
conclusion discusses educational implications and suggests future-.
research combining exegesis with coding of specific revisions.

-BLUEPRINTS FOR WRITING: A STUDY OF VARIATION IN
THE USE OF COMPOSING NOTES AMONG COMPETENT '
COLLEGE WRITERS . Order No. DAS403404
6riumens, Remy Donau', PH.D. Northwestern University, 1903.
248pp. .

. .

Statement of the Problem. This study examines the assumption
that there is a single composing process. Specifically, it examines
variation in writers' use of composing notes, notes which writers wrIttr-
to themselves when they are planning and producing a written text..
Composing notes, as partial and fragmnntary traces of a writer's
composing processes, provide d means of studying the writing
process without undue experimen.!4I intervention and also repreMint
an interesting use of written lingua r

Procedures. The first wraiths study consisted of the collection
of the composing notes and Gamin produced by 100 randOrnly .

selected Mudents who Wok and Mead a Piet of competence in essay'
writing. In_the second part Of the study, eIgut stUdents toe* the sernei_l___
Siam individually and wore videotaped while doing so and - °
interviewed afterwardt.Aludentss composing notes were analyzed by
tips. The videotapeeprevided a temporal profile of students' .
observable activities and established the sequencing of MMUS
involving compelling notee:Intorview comments wets classified
according to content. These data were used to compare thidentilivho
wrote. composing notes with those who did 'not, and to examinttralte
characteristic of competent writers.

Results and Conclusions. This study found that proficient student
writers performing the same task varied as to whether Op coos to
Write composing no* or not..Furthermore, several types of variation
among writers whowrele notes was feund. In Students' commons.:
combined-0M and sparring where the irellealeallied giAleP a nd
Waage graiip performed significantly Be;ter than the iollted.groUp-

, (nOn-individualized), control grollp, end placebe control group
These results are supported by Desiderata and Miller (1070),,.',

. Meyers and Schlegel', (1900) and SUVA (1981) who have demOnstrated
. :thatindividualized cognitive,intervention was beneficial to athletic

perforinenett.: In addition; sUpport for.the pecitage-groUP has been
demonstrated by DO wits (1900),,andKirchenbaum and Salt (1900)
WhO fOund that whin sUbjects thane their own strategies frOm
package fOrMat thei:perferMed significantly better Overthe
eXperiMantal Oericid.Theref, ore; futgre Investigations

Uelize'cognitiVe interventionatfategie; to the needs of athletes
utilizing a suitable packaging format end measuring perfoirnence

ifreaUently on a valid andrellable ".

REVISION PRACTICES 9F PROFESSIONAL WRITERS
' Order No. DA8400832.

SMITH, LEONORA 1-4tHis, PH.D. Michigan State UnNersity,1983.,

Current composition theory suggests that amount andtipe
rewriting distinguish students from professiOnale, yet little research
hest:leen done on, the revision practices of.skilled.writerSiinder
normal working cenditions. This study cembined interviews with
analysis of successive' drafts of thirty teinalfiction, poetry and non.
fiction) to-des-cribs:the revision prOcesset of two versatile; Well-
publIthed Writerd,-Albert Drake and Lae Upton.

Notable leaturet ere(1) Importance of early drafts iritteatini
Context which fa-angle the writer's attention, embodies external, :

feature* and intentiontilnUnlaue CenfigiratiOns; and cues and
controls prateNation and change; giit119),fphysicelity.of niVislan--1.0.,
the-Writers began new drafts when they could n010ngerl'alle%'

-.indicating-cOMplex relatienihips behveeriPiaeleptlen and production..
---.Rtivislons are cued not only by propositional mining, OM also by



TECHNICAL WRITING: A MODERN PERSPECTIVE

Skt . _Order No. 0A8324492
1:1

STROH, MARGARET ANN, ED.D. The George Washingtort_Univershy,1----
--1983.-294pp.--Chairperson:-Joseph-ArtnurGreenberg .

This study investigated the application of recent English
composition theories to seiecteid technical articles. The goal was to
determine whether ."good-technimiwriting may be better analyzed
and taught through the use of.rnoWirn techniques of discourse
analysis rather than by relying on the mechanistic rules set forth in
many technical writing textbooks.-The principal conclusion of the
work.is affirmative that theories not heretofore applied to the
materials and teaching of technical writing can assist both teachefs
and stu ents. A corollary finding is that the technical articles analyzed
gained ittle,if any, of their meaning from the ter,hnical formats that
d ate current textbooks. Instead, the authors succeeded because
_they made- informed rhetorical choices.

Most of the studies underlying the present work were completed in
the 1980s; a period of unusual activity in English composition
Meech. Of the numerous works that emerged during this decale,
the following four were chosen for study: Francis Christensen's "A
Generative Rhetoric of the Sentence ". and "A Generative Rhetoric of
the Paragraph," Edward P. J. Corbett's Classical Rhetoric for the
Modern Student, and James L:Kinnernry's-A-Theory"OlDiscourse. All
Were concerned primarily with literary writing, but much of what each
revealed appears to be applicable to technical writing as well.

Suggestions are giveifor classroom materiels derived from the,
analysis.

THE NEED FOR COLLEGE WRITING PROGRAMS:- CHANGES
114j,STUDENT ATTITUDES, BEHAVIORS, SELFESTEEM AND
WRITING ABILITY AN 'STUDENTS ENROLLED IN WRITING .

COURSES "- Order No. DA8325918
STRIJOALA, RICHARD ANTHONY, Eo.D. Rutgers University TheState U.
of New :lersti;, New &run:wick), 1883. 233pp.. Chairperson: Robert
P. Parker. --

This study describes changes in student writing ability, attitudes
toward writing, and degree of writer self ;esteem after one semester of
composition' instruction. Two impromptu essays, a writer, attitude
questionnaire, and a self-esteem survey were administered during'

pre- and posttests t 52 remedial writing students-and 30 freshman
composition studen during a 16 week semester at a four-year
college.

Trained readers adored the essays using holistic and analytic
measures which prOvided complementary measurements of strong,
average, and weak pieces of Writinb.-Ihis dual assessment was
verified through the calculation of correlation coefficients (p
.0001). The Writer Attitude Ouestionnaire(WAG)!Identified writer
behaviors and attitudes. The Thoughts About Myself and School
'Survey (TAMS) Measured'primary self regard, self-esteem relating to

'. School, anitudet toward instruction, and attitudes toward reading and
writing. .

. The attitudinal information was correlated with essay scores to
develop profilesof remedial writing students, freemen composition'
students, and males and females. Besides reviewing cluster and

. subeet scores, individual items from the WAG and TAMS were
evaluated to characterize writers whose holistic essay scores
Increkeed; cleveaseci, or shoWed no-change-pretest thposttest..

. Means, standard clevietions.T.Test COrtipariEDRE,Andcorrelation
coettiCients were utilized for statistical analysis.

'.Significant pains in referential, riting (p s -<-.03)ind non-
,significant gains in expressive writing were found for the remedial

:-., writing students. Non-significant gains in both reterential and
expressive writing Were found for the ireshMan composition
' implications of the study are: (1) assessment and evaluation of
writing 'should consist of multiple aisPectsiperformance,.attitudei;.,_
behaviors); (2ymultiple options of response should be provided for-
StUdents in writing situations (placement/evaluation) whichassist-

.0.:,.',Writing-performance; (3) multiple itcrring methods should be utilized--
far measurement writing-ability and for.ierifiCaticin of thin.' -
measurements; (4), instructors should niCognizathe.apperent potive-

influence instruction has on writer attitude, behavior. and self-esteem
and the connection to improvement in writing performance;
(5)- instructors should integrate language experiences (writing,
reading, speakies listening) with-the-developing-self-eiteem of
students; and (6) learning environments and writing assignments
should be designed to facilitate the development of positive sell:
concepts in studeriti.

TEXAS, WRITERS OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: A
COLLECTION OF INTERVIEWS AND A CRITICAL

.

EXAMINATION OF.THEIR WORKS Order No. DA8408588
TvsorgraeArgostray:Smirm, ..Urifiersily of Houston,1883.
352pp.

. . .. .

When teachers and librerians are able to share with students some
information about the author of a book, the students' enjoyment of
that bock can be enhanced and their motivation to read increased. 0,-

- While there are numerous sources which provide educators with
general knowledge of the creators of children's literature, there hu
been no resource which f urnishesTexts teachers and librarian& with,:
intopliAtion about writers of children's literature in their own'etate.
The purpose attils itudy was to collect and analyze information
about Texas writers Of children's literetursi, thereby providing such a
resource for Texas educators:

Procedure. TWO,* authors of juvenile literature, who are presently
living in Texas and who have had three or more ihildron's.boulte

-pUblished, were money and individually interviewed by the -
. researches. The authors were Charlotte Bekor, Camilla Campbell,

Mary Blount Christian, Sibyl Hancock, Janette Sebring Lowrey; Grant
Lyons, Joan Leirery Nixon, Diane Stanley, Dorothy Van Woerkorn, .`"
Barbara K. Walker, Pauline Watson, and G. Clifton Wilier. TI4 works
of each author were critically analyzed andthe author's literary
development during his/her career was examined.'

,
. Summary of the Interviews. The majority of the author& viewed
themselves as Texas writers. Seven authors considered a Texas Writer
to be someone who either lived In Taxa& or wrote about Texae. The
rernaining five felt that being a Texas writer Involved A unique Ut of .

values and'a pride in being-Texan. One halt of the writers felt there
was no diaadvantage to in Taxes end trying to get book&
'published.. . . .

. ..... _

Summary of the Analyses:Each Texas authorshoweerboth
strengths and weakneases and also a talentin at leaSt one perlicluiSe
genre. Campbell. Hancock, Lyons, andWisier cli&Plarld a Went In
historical fiction; Stanley, Van Woerkohi, and Walker, in folk literature. -.-
Christian_and Watson derhonstrated an ability-to create humor; .
whereas Biker and I. owrey revealed a talent for writing realistic

.

fiction. Nixon showed particular strength ass writer.
From both the Interviews and critical analyses twelve unique ,

individuals emerged, pitch of whom hascontributed significantly
children's literature, bob Tessa and in the larger field.

THE NATURAL DEVELOPMENT OF WRITTEN LANGUAGE.:
STRATEGIES OF FIRST GRADE CHILDREN- -

Order No DA8408261,
WANNER, SANDRA JEAN, PH.D. University of MissOud CO/L/WC 1903.
218pp. Supervision Dr. Stevie Hoffman'

.

The purpose of this investigation was to describe the naturally :-
developing written language strategies of tWerity--Mfo children In One.' A,
first grads clusroom whero the teacher/researcher's curriculum and

.;

teaching strategies stem from a whole language Model of written
language learning.-

El-weekly somples from children's entries in their August through
Marsh sustained writing logs, were studied to determine each child's
use of functiOnal spellings and to describe changes in writing forma_ -.7.

. and written content in each log. Clueatiroinaires and interviewjr
instruments giravidad indication of each child's modal of written
langiiage (phonics,'skills Or whole language) et the beginning and
ending of the

When childrientre encouraged to unit ct a personally I

system for whiting, and when Ue constructions are'
accepted dm valid, chicken% *HMO "Menet& di- lo'Ornentel



',stun of" emerging writing stratioies. Although six chillren used
invented spellings the first daylPschool, the other sixtarn used
random letters to represent entire words or letters to represent
beginning, middle and/or ending sounds. Beginning at varying times
during the year, children consistently used letters to represent each
sound heard_ in a word and to spell familiar, often used words
correctly. By the end of the research year, all children used
transitional spellings:Content in-the children's writings moved from
listings of familiar names and words to letters to people, narative
sentences and stories and short stories. Children held phonics or
skills models of written lanivage in August. By March, twelve children
changed models: ten to whole language, one from phonics to skills
-and one from skills to phonics.

This research project confirmed previously reported studies in
children's developmental writing processes (Clay, 1975; Ferriero,
1678) and developmental spelling processes (Gentry, 1981; Hodges,

(Nei, York: Harcourt, Brace, and. World, 1970); iri,41ames L.
Kihneavy's A Theory of Discourse (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey:
Prentice Hall, Inc., 1971); and in Frank J. D'Angelo's A Conceptual
Theory of Rhetoric (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Winthrop Publishers,
1975). The theories will be examined historically to note not only what
each theorist knew of classical rhetorical theory and of Kenneth
Burke's theory, -but also what theyknew-of-each other's works:The.
theories will also be examined critically as theories, in terms first of,

A this author's definition and second in terms of George A. Kelly's -

definition of a theory as found in his A Theory of Personality.
Finally, the theories will.be categorized, when possible, according

to Martin Steinman's article "RhetoricerResearch" from College
Composition and Communication (1966): basic rhetorical research;
metarhetorical research; pedagogical rhetorical theories; rhetorical
criticism; and hiStorical or comparative rhetorical research. .

1031;--RiadT1971)TFurthermoreTlt-derworistrated that a classroom
teacher can promote a meaning-centered writing program for all
children and as a researcher, can foster; study and deicribe each
child's naturally developing writing strategies so as to enable the
child's personal growth toward written communicative competence.

FOCUSING IN THE COMPOSING PROCESS: THE
DEVELOPMENT OF A THEORY OF RHETORICAL INVENTION
BASED ON TFE WORK. IN PSYCHOTHERAPY OF EUGENE T.

.GENDLIN . Order No. DA8326350
WHATLEY, CAROL ADAMS, ED.D. Auburn University,1983. 322pp.
Director: Richard L. Graves .

. . .

This study addresses the problem of formulating a theory of .

'invenSon-for written composition which includes both the generation
and selection of material: Though most theories gfinvention include
only the generation of material; this study argues the need for
methods for the selection process also. Of the four major theories of

.invention in current use,.only one, Pre-Writing, contains methods for
selection, 'and these methOds are beset by several limitations. The
theory of invention set forth in this study incorporates the generation
and selection of material in one coherent process. It is based on the
work in psychotherapy of Eugene T. Gendlin, Ph.D.

The study surveys the four major current theories, describes
0eridlifes-theory and methodiend gives examples of classroom

_applications by the author andother teachers. Based on the
clatitiroom applications, the study makei suggestions for using the
'theory. The major work from which the theory is derived in Gendlinis
Focusing.

A HISTORICAL AND CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF FOUR
AMERICAN THEORIES OF DISCOUR;E AND RHETORIC:
1906-.1976 Order No. DA8325924
WOLFF, WILLIAM CHARLEU, JR., ECI.D.IVIAJOM University The State U.
of Nev Jersey (New Brunswick), 1983. 319pp. Chairperson: -Robert
P. Parker

This study, "A Historian! and Critical Examination of Four
American. heorier, of Discourse and Rhetoric: 19881978," examines.
four major theories following the Anolo=American Seminar in the
Teaching and Learning of English held at Dartmouth College in 19V..
One purpose of the study is to compare and contrast these four
theories with two baseline theorists' works, Edward P. J. Corbett's

_ Classical Rhetoric- kir the Modern Student (New York:Oxford
UniversitY Press, 1985) and Kenneth Burke's workjaince 1931. In this
way, the study will examine the foUr theories insoj r they use or do

. not use classical rhetorical theory and the !'nevirrheforic of Kenneth

A second purpose of thi studyTisto comkre and Contrast the four
theories with each other. The theories considered appear in James
Moffeh'sTeaching the Universe of Discourse-.4 Rational for English
Terfehing Used in Student-Centered LanguageArts Curriculum
(Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Co.;1908); In Rlchird E.'YoUng; Alton
L: Becker, and Kenheth.L;PikeiRhtoo: 011Oovery.and Change ,

, . .

SCRIPTS, SCHEMAS, AND -SCRIBES: NEEDED DIMENSIONS
OF THE COMPOSING PROCESS Order No. DA84.'00439
YAH4EY; KATHLEEN BLAKE, Pm.D. Purdue University, 1983. 308pp..
Major Professor*Thomas E. Gaston

A review of the dominant models of thecomposing procen
demonetrates that they ignore or minimize at least one of two .

significant,"dimensione4of this process. The first of these is,affeet,
that is the emotion that potentially contextualiiee; motivates, and
informs any writing. The second such ditnension is creativity, that is
the perception of that which is new and/or original by the writer
through her ordering and re-ordering of experience, which is, in turn,
a primary function of composing. Accordingly, any model of
composing intending to describe this process accurately must
account for these significant dirtiensions of comosing..Furthermore,
Such a description can be accomplished', at leist on the macro level,
through the application of 'concept that is compatible both in design
and in theory with this study'S aims and that has proven to be fruitful
in several ancilliary fields: namely, scripts /schemata:

Chapter One introduces the concept of scripts/schemata,
explaining their function(s) in child development; linguistics, artificial .

intelligenco, reading theory; and clinical psYchology, On the bias of .1
this review, analogous entities called rhetorical scripts are posited;
they are defined to be-those cognitive and affective,
transdevelopmental, and hierarchically organized meaning-making
structures through whose interactizTntifiltmerririg tett Is motf&
ChaPter_Tweituryays the "beat" extant modelsof composing,_
showing that they discount affect and/or creativity and noting as well
the recent informal work of rhetorician* seeking to describe
composing,.as does this'undertaking; through focusing on the perun
composing.

Chapter Three caseates factors contributing to the development
of rhetorieel scripts,exlains theigeneral nature, and details their
orientations: initial I, oriented effectively to the writer; Audience .
Adapted I, Oriented to -the writer'eprolection'of audience; and
EMergIng I, oriented to-the extant world and to composing Itself,.
thereby responsible for Intigiiiting thtattivIty of the three scripts.
ChaptertFOUr, RV*, and Six discuss, respectively, the subscripts
constituting Initial I,Atidlince!Adapted I, and &merging I; theta'. .

. chapters also explain how these competencies and scripts interact.
dLiring compOting to produce the emerging text. The Concluelon
Summarizes this study, discusses its significance, andrecomminde-
further research: .



4

Copies of the Dissertations may be obtained by addressing
your request to:

University Microfklms International
Dissertation Copies
Post Office Box 1764
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

or by" telePhoning (toll-free) 1 800-521-3'043


