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Spanish Translation and Feisibility Study

»f Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine

ABSTRACT
The present study represented the interests of the National Sciemce

Foundation, The National Wildlife Federation and Educational Testing Service

dcceptance, appropriateness; and use of an experimental Spanish edition of

Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine; (b) identify simifarities and differences i3

reaction by diverse groups within the Hispanic population; and (c¢) collect and
analyze recommendations from the field test samplé for the Spanish edition

program materials and services. The findings were based on a large nationwide
sample of students that varied on the following characteristics: Hispanic

eight), and level of Spanish and English proficiency. Information also was
provided by school administrative and teaching staff. Data were collected by
mailed questionnaires and by both interviews and observation at a sample of the
study sites: The results indicated that the ééﬁféééﬁ represented by the Spanish
edition of Ranger Rick has merit, well serves a variety of pressing educational
needs and should be pursued further: Acceptance of the magazine was high for
the various ethnic groups represented. Variability within sites, ﬁbﬁé\?éf;
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PREFACE
The National Wildlife Federation (NWF); founded in 1936, is the largest
nongovernmental organization devoted to conservation education, with 53
affiliate organizations and over four and a half million members. Its

commitment is to a balanced ecology and prudent use of natural resources.:

To

that end, it numbers among its educational programs a monthly publication for

children, Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine, and the companion Activity Guide:

The quality of the magazine, both in content and in appearance, has earmed for

NWF a devoted clientele of parents and educators as well as young readers.

that are designed to increase the quality and diversity of science education.
With notable awareness of the importance of attracting the interest of students

adoption of scientific principles as a personal life-style as well as the ex-—
ploration of careers in the sciences.

In the interest of making sure that young people with no or limited
English langiage proficiency are able to share these opportunities im personal
development and career options, the Federation conceived a project to issue

the Ranger Rick magazines in languagzes other than English. The first was to

lerom Development of science education: Guide to the preparation of proposals:
SE 80-50 Washington, D.C.: National Science Foundation, October 1979.
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We ackpowledge with gratitude the contribution of administrators, teachers,
and students of the schools that pariicipated in the study. Their cooperatiou
is much appreciated especially in light of their graciousness in fitting the
study requirements into already busy schedules. We trust the experience was a
rewarding ome.

Special thanks are due to members of ETS whose professional expertise and
experience in education were most valuable at critical points in the study:
Maria Santiago Mercado; Valentina Flores, Protase Woodford; and staff at the
ETS regional offices in Los Angeles, California, and Austin; Texas:

Two major responsibilities for the study were in the capable hands of

returns carefully coded and tabulated. In addition; she processed the nufiercus

communications and versioms of documents including preliminary versionms of

Finally, we are most grateful to Virginia King and Frieda Hardy for
the quality of their assistance and the warmth of their personal support in
production of this final report.

Arleen S. Barron

Project Director

Virginia C. Shipman
Senior Research Psychologist
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INTRODUCTION

The numbers of school-age children who lack mastery of the English
ically. It i§ unfortunate, therefore,; that pood instructional material For
students who are not English-dominant is still so scarces

There are several major philosophies about best solutions with the most
prominent of these the advocacy, on the one hand, of using native language
instriiction to foster academic growth in substantive courses with development
of English proficiency as a Separate but concurrent program, and on the other
hand, of using intensive immersion in English for formal education. A third
approach views concurrent maintenance of the first language capability as a fu-

ture bznefit to self and society. Regardless of which philosophy one advocates,

however,; the need for diverse instructional material remains: The interest o
the National Wildiife Federation in developing materials for students with no
or limited English ability is; therefore; particularly laudable; and Educational
Testing Service (ETS) is pleased to have beéen a part of the project.

The project had as its purpose a limited field tryout of a translation of

a single issue of the Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine to test the acceptance

and educational potential as judged by students and school personnel. The
magazine includes a diverse array of stories of fact and fantasy, discussion

inate knowledge about science and an appreciation of nature, Because the largest
group of non-English speakers is Hispanic, Spanish was chosen for this field test.
The proposed project received favorable review and financial support from the

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

The project had three major components: translation and production of the
Spanish issue, marketing survey, and field test in selected schools with large
Hispanic student populations. For the first, ETS assisted with review of the

© 8
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transiation by professional staff who are native Puerto Rican and Mexican American,
making recommendations related to readability with attention to the use of terms
and expressions that are universally understood rather than only in the local
idiom. ETS took no part in the market survey.

The field test was designed to achieve the educational purposes of the
project:

- to evaluate the acceptarce and use of an experimental Spanish edition

of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine and the companion Activity Cuide in
English.

- to identify the degree to which diverse groups within the Hispanic
community react differently to the edition:

= to assess and analyze the extent to which the edition's content,

reading level, format, and so on are appropriate for the intended
audiences.

- to collect and analyze recommendations from the field-test popula-
tions for the Spanish edition program materials and services.

For this Fieid test; ETS conducted a survey by mail in selected school
districts that were representative of the geographical regions, the three

of locality (urban, suburban, small town, and rural). Students varied in grade

level (four through eight), level of Spanish and English proficiency, and family

Uise and/or familiarity with the magazine; the study experience; perceptions of
the magazine's value; and recommendations for change. Schiool staff were in-
structed to use the magazine for one class period and to complete the question-
naires a week later: We deliberately left the decision about which parts of the

magazine to use to the teacher's discretion, feeling that the choice of which

part(s) of the magazine and which teaching methodology were used would provide

9
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classroom observations and interviews with students, teachers, and administra-

tive staff to gain insights beyond what coiild be learned by mail and phone.

study approach to accommodate the richness and variety of student, school, and
site characteristics and permit better understanding of the realities of edu-
cation for students with limited English language ability. Given the interest
and cooperation of the schools; it has been rossible to identify issues that are
common and those that vary from situation to situation: The result is a firm

conviction that the approach represented by the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick

has merit, will serve a variety of pressing educational needs; and ought to be
In the next two chapters which follow there is a description of the pro-

cedures used for the ETS-directed activities and a detailed presentation of

the findings: The report closes with a statement of conclusions and recommen-

dations based on the field experience. Appendices are included to provide

information that could prove useful in the design of similar studies as well

as in understanding this report.

bovd |
josa Y
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PROCEDURES

I. franslation

ETS' role in translating the Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine was primarily

consiiltation based on experience in education for the student population of

concern and in linguistics: The reviewers included both men and women whose

chose very wisely, therefore; to start with a competent translator who produced

””” This was then reviewed by native Hispanic speakers

to make recommendations to simplify the language within the limits of universal
acceptatice.

Another issue was reading difficulty level. Here the problem is more

""""" level had to accommodate within the study constraints of

the use of a single Spanish version issue both the student who
Spanish, even though lacking English language mastery, and the student who is
not functionally literate in any language.

Another consideration was whether or not to include in the magazine
a glossary of especially difficult or foreign words, or even to include a
parallel English text. The decision was to do neither, and the issue is

revisited later in the chapters on Results and Conclusions:

=l 1 1
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As a result, the Spanish version of Ranger Rick was used muc’: as English

material is; viz, it was expected that the teacher would provide whatever

classroom assistance was necessary for the students to better understand the

material, and that the student would seek help as necessary to carry ofi
additional activities outside of school:

The Activity Guide was translated without ETS review since it was intended

for use by the teacher for whom the vocabulary and reading level were not

The Ranger Rick Student Questionnaire was translated with appropriate

reviews so that school staff could provide the students with the version--
English or Spanish--they felt the students would be more comfortable using.
Most students used the Spanish version and responded in Spanish. A copy of

project and the option to approve or exclude their child's participation in

the study. It also contained a detachable form to be returmed to the school:

This letter was printed in English on one side and in Spanish on the other t

characteristics of the national Hispanic student population. The major factors

considered were: school achievemerit levels or socioceconoimic status, Hispanic
origin, and community characteristics. We wetre looking, of course, for com-

parisons of response patterns by site and student characteristics:



Within these general guidelines ETS staff at the Princeton and regional
offices identified sc-ool districts with large numbers of Spanish language
dominant students, that have programs in bilingual education and/or English as
a second language (ESL), and where personal contacts coild facilitate entry to
the schools.

The following describes the characteristics of the sample as originmally
defined and as represented in the study:

A. Population Sample

1. National origin: The largest Hispanic groups are Puerto Rican

a6id Mexican American (or Chicano). These two groups were; there-
fore, inciuded from the start, and Cuban students were added in
recognition of the large influx of Cuban refugees for whom

language fluency and prior academic preparation posed particular

The percentage of Hispanics in the school was thought to be
a factor of interest. However; programs for non-English speakers
are found almost exclusively in schools with large concentrations
of students in need of the program and with only a very few excep-
tions the study is limited to such schools:

The original categorization of inmer city, suburban,

;'7;2 Cimmi'tiﬁifz”;
small town, and rural was maintained: 4As planned; we also included
sites that varied in the extent to which they experienced large
aumbers of annual Hispanic immigrants. Plans to include classes
where Spanish language students were but one of the non-English
groups were dropped as inappropriate for this study.

3. School. The sample includes a spread of academic levels as

judged by performance on standardized reading tests and/or

.. 13
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head-of-household employment category. In selecting the sample we

on standardized tests and some that are below. Actual information

was collected with the Ranger Rick School Sample Description form

(see Appendix A). This form also provided information on the school

composition as to grades, size of studedt enrollment, and percentage
of Hispanics:

4. Age-Grade. Originally the plan was to examine three grade clus-
ters: primary or kindergarten through grade 3; middle school
grades 4 through 6; and upper elementary/junior high school grades
7 and 8. We were persuaded; however; by the advice of reviewers

these followed traditional grade patterns; e.g., grade 4, grade
5; and so on. However; in quite a few cases there were combina-
tions such as 5 and 6; 7 and 8: Where the combination spanned the
categories for aggregating data (e:g:; 6 and 7; or 5 through 7),
the resilts are reported in the higher grade category.

5. Geographic Area. As noted above, we were looking for sites with

groups, within diverse community type and geographic area. The

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



e

Chicago, Florida, New Jersey; New York City; and Texas provided
the concentration and diversity of students we were seeking:

The original plan had confined the sample to the mainland.
However,; during a visit with several members of the commission of
education in Puerto Rico who were at ETS on other matters, 2 brief
description of the Ranger Rick project generated so much mutual
interest that the island was incliuded in the sample:

As originally planned; the sample Size was to number 450
ciasses and 15,000 students in five Sites. Wnen the grade K-3
cluster was dropped from the study, the sample was reduced to

persistent effort, it was not possible to obtain the numbers
planned. Among the reasons were scheduling conflicts, political

and so on. Thus,; most of the nonparticipants were interested and
encouraging
very few of the schools contacted were not interested because so

biiingual program, or they thought that the use of Spanish materials

would interfere with their emphasis on English instruction.

Along with fewer schools than hoped for; there were fewer
classes and students within schools than we would have expected.

classes at the grade levels included in the study (though only
some were actually appropriate) and/or participation was by stu-
dents drawn from several classes rather than by all students in
O
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-9-

the registered classes. This is due also to the effectiveness

of programs at early grades that reduce the numbers of students

be great is in communities that experience continual immigration

anticipated led to our expanding the number of sites represented.
Chznce informal discussions at professional meetings led to expres—

siociis of interest in participating from educators in Chicago and
Bethlehem ¢Pennsylvania) which we were able to grant: Referrals
to be another valuablé referral source.

We were very pleased when staff from the education department
in Puerto Rico requested to participate; however, time constraints
led to our restricting the present report to the originally planned
mainland sample.

Table 1 provides a description of the resulting sample by

i

more detailed table is provided in Appendix B. As indicated, the

classes; and 2,734 students. These numbers do not include several

participating classes whose questionnaires were received too late
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TABLE 1

Safiple Description According to Site, Community T¥pe, Hispanic Origin; and Grade Level

Hispanic OFigif— o of fNo. of _Nei of Students
_ M.A. P:R: Cuban Schools Classes 4-6 —7-8  Total

Site _ Urban
Suburban—-

2 2 27 27

A 1% 359 359

>
N
%4
1]
o
>
L

Calexico X
Chula vista X
El Centro X

2(3) 56 56
3 6 89 63 152
4 - %% 44
I(2) 2(s) 43 43
2 4 35 71 96
19 21 40

15hig Beach

L

Los Angeles

EE s R T
~

San Francisco
San Gabriel

i ope
"
~
N
=
-]

Flortda _ _ B ] N L -
Miami/ Hidledh X X 4 14 435 435
I1linois ) ~ ) N . .
Chicago X X 8 30 572 164 17386
New Jersey B ) - -- - o
Union City X X 3 8 85 56 141
videland X b 2 5 61 18 77
New York ) B , ) o o
New York City X X 5 7 146 146
pennsylvania ) : - - y
Bethlehem X X 3 3 41 41
Texas __  _ - , ) - o
Ben Bolt X X 1 2 7 3 15
San Antonio P X 7 ‘11 212 17 229

Weslaco X X —" —3 97 97

Total S 51 119 2291 443 2734

Notes: a. Number in parentheses indicates additfonal classes and/or schools for which site visit data
. are available, - - .- e
b. Several additional classes and schools participated but fo guestionnaires were received.

to be included and those where students and/or teachers were inter-
Viewed but whose queStionnaires were never received:
B. Content. The other importafit aspect of the sample is, of course, the

mapazine's siubstance or content. The Ranger Rick issue chosen for this

17
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study was the one of April 1980. There had been some discussion om
using an issue featuring Mexico, but it was felt that some of the
study respondents would be attracted to the content because of prior
experience that was not shared by large numbers of others in the
sample. We expected that the results, therefore,; would be biased and
less useful in making decisions about the ﬁégéiiﬁé;é general appeal.

The content in the April 1980 issue; as in all issues of Ranger Rick's

cussion questions; and numerous colored photographs and illustratinns
to disseminate scientific knowledge and appreciation for nature.

We deliberately left the decision about which parcs of the maga-
zine to use to the teacher's discretion, feeling that the choice of
which part(s) of the magazine and which teaching methodology were used

would provide useful information: Tables 2 and 3 show the variety in
frequency and extent of use of the various articles; the methodology

used is discussed in the chapter on Results.

III; Instruments for Data Collection

the student. The topics covered fall into five major categories: relevant demo-

familiarity with the magazine; the study experience~-factual and respondent
perceptions/reactions; perceptions of value of the magazine including interest inm
continued use; and recommendations for changes: Table 4 lists the items as they

18
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TABLE 2

Frequency® of Articles Used and Read® to Studerits
by Gradé Level and Total Group

_Grades I to 6 Grades 7 to 8° _ Total
freicic —(=s2) 0 (w15) o (@99)
- = . Used Read Used Read Used Read

a. April Fooler 30 i1 9 2 39 13
b: Search for Supersaurus 70 36 15 5 85 41
c. Backyard Dinosaurs? 57 29 13 4 70 33
d: Build a Boxosaurus 38 14 9 1 47 15
e. Wise 0ld Owl 29 15 9 1 38 16
£. 0Ollie Otter's Fun Pagés 29 13 10 3 39 16
g. Sense and Nonsense B , _ o ~

about Hedgehogs 38 21 11 3 49 24
h. Sea Poens 50 26 8 2 58 28
i. Ranger Rick & His 3 o N | B 3

Friends 44 18 11 3 55 21
j. Happy Bee 41 13 11 4 52 17
k. Nature Club News 20 5 7 3 27 8
1. Green Velvet Princess 32 13 7 1 39 14
m. Natire Did It First 21 7 7 1 28 8
n: Dear Ranger Rick 20 7 6 2 26-
6. Ranger Rick's Rare B B ] . N

Wonders 28 10 7 1 35 11
p: Diatoms 23 11 2 30 13
g. Piper Grows Up 20 6 9 3 29

Notes: a. Information is incomplete since Teacher Questionnaires were mot received

for all participating classes and in some cases, the item was omitted.

(This occurred for eleven classes in the 4th- to 6th-grade group and for
three in the 7th- and 8th-grade group.)
b. In a few instances, articles were read to the class by students who were

more advanced Spanish readers rather than by the teacher:
c: Totals for grades 7 and 8 include those for any combined group that

included students in these grades (e.g., a combined 6th—; 7th-; and
8th-grade class).

fod |
ol
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TABLE 3

Number® of Articles Class Used by Grade Level and Total Group

Grade Level

Number of 4o 6 7 to ﬁ8b —Total
Articles N=84 ) - (N=15) =99 )
1 9 2 11

2 5 -

3 7 1

4 9 i 10
5 11 = 11
6 3 2

7 2 =

8 i1 - 11
9 3 - 3
10 3 1 4
11 7 - 7
12 - 1 1
13 1 - 1
14 - 2 2
15 - 1 1
16 2 1 3
17 8 3 11

Notes: a. Information is incomplete since Teachcr Questionmmaires were

not received for all participating classes and in some cases,

the item was omitted. (This occurred for eleven classes in

the 4th~ to 6th-grade group and for three in the 7th- and
8th-grade group.)

b. Totals for grades 7 and 8 include those for any combined group
that included students in these grades (e.g.; a combined 6th-;
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TABLE 4

Questionnaire Item$ Categorized by

Type of Information and Source
Source: School Teacher Student

Information Type

Respondent/school/ X, 9 x, 1,
class/characteristics 7, 8,
Prior familiarity 1, 2 30,
This experience:
a) factual
b) reaction

8 2, 10, 12, 13, 14, 18; 26 4; 5; 65 75 8;
4, 5; 6 15; 16; 20; 21; 22, 23 10, 11, 12, 13
Value perception 3, 10, 11 1t; 24; 28; 29 15

X 16, 17, %

Recommendations 7, x 17; 19;

Note: x indicates an unnumbered item.

ETS requires review of all data collection instruments and procedures to

assure protection of the rights of study participants. These instruments were

to participation:. Site reviewers included the area board of education; district
superintendents; bilingual education offices; and school staff such as principals,
teachers; and bilingual coordinators.

IV. Arrangements for Data Collection

With the sample selected and the instruments developed, arrangements were
made to collect data from all sites by mail survey and from a subsample through

21



o Participation was promised and the sign-up form (Ranger Rick School.

priate information was processed and approval was granted. This procedure
was required by Chicago, Miami-Dade County in Florida, and New York City.:
(Unfortunately,; in the latter case permission was received so late that
that site was used primarily for pilot testing of the study's materials
and methods.)

For each participating site a supply of materials was shipped to the designated

form; and other correspondence used in arranging data collection can be found
in Appendix C.) When these were not received by the date agreed to, or a rea-
sonable period thereaftér; phone calls were made to request return. In some
cases there had been a delay in the scheduled use of Ranger Rick, or there

had been an oversight and the materials were mailed promptly. In other cases,
return was promised but not carried out. In addition, in a few instances when

their agreement to participate.

Through her communication with site personnel; the author was able to

identify a pool of sites that seemed especially fruitful for personal interview

22

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Visits +o 23 classrooms at four sites were planned originally; 25 classrooms
in 16 schools at eight sites wers visited. Also, 16 participating teachers
were interviewed alone in addition to principals, biiinguailéééf&iﬁéEéEé;
and resource teachers.

V. Site Visits

Since only a small sample of schools coiild be visited, particular attention
was given to the representativeress of this subsample. Selection criteria
included the major design factors—-Hispanic origin, geographical region, popula-
tion density, and grade level. The sites chosen were in California (Calexico;

Chila Vista, El Centro, and Los Angeles); New York City, New Jersey (Union City

and Vineland), and Texas (San Antonio):

cooperation; such cooperation was readily obtained. A schedule for visits was

given the distances between schools. Table 5 provides a description of the site

visit sample by locality, community type, Hispanic origin, and grade level:
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TABLE 5

Description of Site Visit Sample

Hispanic

- ‘Urban  Rural  __ -Origin # of Schools Grade Levels
Site Suburban Small Town M:A: P.R: Cuban Visited Represented
€alifornia:

Calexico X X 2 4; 55 6

Chula Vista X X 2 4, 2, 6

El Centro X X 1 - 7, 8

Los Angeles X X 3 4, 5, 6, 7, 8
New Jersey:

tnion €ity x X 1 4y 5, 6, 7, 8

Vineland X X 1 5, 6, 7, 8
New York:

New York X X 2 6; 7
Texas:

San Antonio X X 4 4; 5, 6, 7; 8
Note: Although the Union City visit occurred in one of the three participating

schools, teachers from all three schools were present.

Site visits occurred in early December and from mid-January through the
first week in February. The time just before and after Christmas vacation was

often occur

during this period: FExamination periods were also avoided. The California

and Texas visits were coordinated to minimize travel costs.

The author participated in all site visits in order to assure the compara-

bility of procedures and interpretation of the resulting information. 1In a
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few instances she was accompanied by a member of the Princeton office staff

nator; an attempt was made to interview that person alsc. When talking with

""""" a met In open z:’i’a'ssrbdm's;

students; the interviewer usually met with the entire class.
With several Simultaneous activities, she sat with one group of students or with
several groups successively. In some classrooms the teacher actively took part,

After introductions; the interviewer usually began by describing the purpose of
the study and the visit and showed a copy of the magazine if one was not readily

evident. After requesting general comments; questions from the questionnaire

———————— In all classes students were asked for
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later in the chapter describing study findings.

VI. Data Processing and Analysis

the data
collected. As might be expected in a pilot study of this nature; particular

fication numbers as they were raceived.? The number of protocols for each site
was checked against the number expected from the sign-up sheets and follow-up
inguiries were made

Meanwhile, coding proceeded as each class package arrived. Since students could

(These translators were first briefed on the nature of the study and both the
English and Spanish versions of the magazine and the questionnaire.) Tallies
were then obtained by class for all objective questions: For the open-ended
questions,; coding categories were prepared both a priori and on the basis of

a random sample of responses: An attempt was made to uSe categories that were

%To help insure confidentiality of the data obtained, no respondent's name
was requested on the individudl questionnaires.

26
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grouped at a later time. (A copy of the code lists for the Student Question-—
niaire are given in Appendix D:) A list of free response comments (transiated
if necessary) was appended to these summary class data. Data from the School
Questionnaires and Teacher Questionnaires were summarized in a more informal

Site summary statistics for responses to the Student Questiomnaires (both
raw frequenicies and ﬁéEééﬁtégééi were then prepared by grade within schools and
by grade category (i.e.; 4 through 6 and 7 and 8) as well as by overall totals
across schools: When there were fewer than 25 students included in the 4 through

6 or 7 and 8 subtotal, no percentages were obtained in order to avoid highly
questionable contrasts. Initially after these site summary statistics were ob-

tained, the totals and subtotals were recorded by site within an Hispanic origin

and population density cross classification (e.g.; Mexican=American urban,
""" s facilitate the noting of any similarities and differences

by these major sampling parameters. As the variation
T ly evident; we decided to abandon the process of summing by
""""" ¢ was unlikely to produce meaningful results.
geveral coding and recording foriats were tried and evaluated before
operational procedures were established. One primary coder was used following
training and practice on several samples: Coding was monitored daily, and

statistics became available, these were checked for concistency and complete-

ness and the coding of various items spot-checked. As a final check to

_27
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RESULTS

In this chapter are described the quantitative and qualitative findings
from the responses from students and staff to the various questionnaires and

interviews. To facilitate interpretation; the data are presented in the same

order in which they were analyzed--that is; by site and then by major sampling

parameters. The sites are presented alphabetically by state. Findings are

are included when they may be useful to clarify or elaborate a finding. For
each site, data are presented first for the participating students and then

for teachers and other school staff. 1In those instances where sites had been

visited, pertinent information from the site visit reports also is included:
A description of the composite findings for the total sample by the cross-—

classification of Hispanic origin and population density was originatity
planned to follow next; but analysis of the site data indicated that this
would not be fruitful given the considerable variability evidenced. A brief

of the site descriptions and; for those states represented by more than one

site, similarities and differences across the region are noted. For an

overall summary of findings and ensuing recommendations, the reader is referre

to the next chapter.

-21=
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edition of Ranger Rick for students and school administrative and teaching staff
and the extent and nature of recommended changes for increasing its utility. An
important question to be discussed is the extent to which these findings differ
by participating school's location (geograpbical region and population density)
tency). The reader is cautioned to remember; however, that this is a pilot
study and any findings or conclusions are at best suggestive and should be

followed up further before more definitive conclusions can be made.
california

Azusa. The sample in this small southern California commonity near Los
Angeles comprised only 27 students from two combined 7th- and 8th-grade ESL
classes, one from each of two intermediate schools in the ncusa Unified School
District. Of these 27, 14 were identified as males and 11 as females. No fut—
ther demographic data about the schools or students were provided for this site:

Very few students had seen the English version of Ranger Rick's Nature

Magazine. The three who reported doing so, had seen 1t only once, all in
school and one also at home; all said they had liked it. Seventy-eight

percent of the students said they spoke Spanish at home, with four of the five
who did mot coming from one school. Although 48% stated that they could read

Spanish '"'very well;" 33% described themselves as only reading it "pretty weli"
and 11% "a little bit." Nevertheless, most.students (85%) reportedly found

their teacher did not read to them was the fact that in one class the teacher

did and in the other he/she did not:. Only one student, however, said the

teacher translated any of the Spanish words:

7
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All but four students (85%) said they did further magazine-related

a third of the students (four from each class) said they discussed the magazine
with their families and/or friends, but only three of them specified Further
("hedgehogs', "dinosaurs", and "how grapes lose their weight''):

When asked what they had learned, in one class five students said they

other class, although many vague references to animals were given, two-thirds
of the students listed specific facts that they had learned and several
mentioned acquiring greater concern for caring for animals and learning about
scientific methods. The learning of new words and poems also was reported.
Among the various features mentioned as liked most, dinosaurs, ''Who

four; and three students; respectively); four students said they liked everything:
Only foir students specified what they liked least (hedgehogs and "April
Foolers"). In both classes most students responded they liked everything (74%

overall). Consistent with these findings, most of the students said they

'liked each of the four magazine featutes to be rated; 93% reported liking the

variety received three "dislike" responses: In comparing this edition of

Ranger Rick with their other school materials, the Spanish and pictures were

mentioned most (by 52% and 33%, respectively), with several students also noting
it was interesting; enjoyable; and taught them new things.

30
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Consistent with these findings; all but one student wanted to continue
ising the magazine,; with 59% preferring it in Spanish; 26% inm both Spanish
and English, and only two students (7%) preferring it in English only. This
pattern was consistent across schools: Seventy-four percent preferred to use
it in school, but the one class accounted for eight of the ten students who
wanted to use it in the home (37% overall). Although one of two students
recommended that the magazine be used in kindergarten, 2nd, or 4th grade; most
chose 7th grade (52%); followed by 6th and 8th grade (37% each). As for sug-
gested changes; only two Students indicated some change was desired; but they
did not specify its nature. In the additional comments written after completing

the questionnaire, nine of the eleven students in one class said they liked the

magazine very much, with four expressing their thanks. Only one student in the

other class comiented further; but its content seems worth quoting; "It's a

magazine that every child should read: It is complete; easy and uses many

photos to illustrate materials on animals. Other magdzines are lacking in this
fffffffff "

refiected primarily the differences in the Spanish and English skills of the
students in the two ESL classes. Although in both groups all the students

wers described as speaking Spanish 'very well;" in the one class 80% of them
were also rated as reading and writing it "very well," whereas in the other
class ofily 40% reportedly could read and write Spanish "very well;" with 20%

reading, and writing English 'pretty well,;" 40% "somewhat," and 20% "hardly at
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all"; in the latter class only 20% of the students were rated as speaking;
reading, and writing English "pretty well," with 80% of the students described

as only able to perform these skills "somewhat' (60%Z) or "hardly at all" (20%):

In the more skilled class, they were described as interested in everything

("They got into them before I was ready for them to'") and also as having read
it later in their free time. Although students in the less skilled class also

were reported to have been actively engaged during the class presentation the
teacher described them as being most interested in the pictures; many also
took the magazine home for their siblings to read. A similar contrast was
fioted in the teacher's response to what the students might have learned: In
the former class, she perceived they had learned as evidenced by their class
discussions and their fascination in what photographs could do to create "new"

No similar Spanish materials were reportedly available in either school:
Although uncertain whether an English edition of Ranser Rick was available;

the teacher had nmot read it before. She perceived the present Spanish version

r
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and 8th-grade students in Language Arts as was done during the pilot phase:

In responding to the issiie's educational value; she said, "At this age they
need to polish the knowledge of their native language. The magazine is well
written, and besides being a soirce of new information they have the chance to

see their language correctly written. They need the opportunity to read grade
level material in Spanish, also both oral and writtem as we did." When asked

team scheduling and are willing to let me include this in my time with them."
Thus, for the Mexican American students in this small California town, not

only was this Spanish issue of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine highly enjoyable,

appropriate; and instructive; but the need appeared especially critical given

the fact that they were being cut off from motivation for and knowledge about

ment .
Calexico. The Special Projects Office for the Calexico Public Schools

reviewed and approved the study and, following discussions with school adminis-—

ranged from 470 to 617 (476; 547, 610; and 617). 1In three schools at least

99% of the students were Hispanic and on the average performed at ofie or more

33
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reading achievement level was slightly higher (at one-haif to one grade level
below expected grade levels). Sixty-five percent to 92% of the families of
students in these four schools were in unskilled; nonfarm or farm jobs or
unemployed (the unemployment fiédféé for three of the schools ranged from 20% to

from the lowest socioceconomic level, the schools served a diverse population

the other two schools, four classes participated--a combined 3rd- and 4th-grade
and a 4th-grade class in both schools plus a 5th- and a 6th-grade class in one
and a combined 4th- and 5th-grade and a combined 5th- and 6th-grade class in

46%, respectively): 1In three of the schools; however; boys or girls predomi-
nated in some classes.

Only 10% of the students said they had seen the English edition of Ranger
Rick. Although the 35 students represented all four schools, almost half (16)
came from one school and one 4th-grade class in particular. For those who

elaborated further, most had seen it at home two to four times and liked it.

Ninety-three percent of the sample saic they spoke Spanish in their homes and

the majority said they could read it 'pretty weii" (41%) o

Mvery well" (25%):

Twenty-two of the 23 students who stated they could not read Spanish at all were

(RN
[
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cither in a combined 3rd- and 4th-grade or a 4th-grade class. Similarly, 53%

of the sample reportedly viewed the Spanish in the magazine as "easy" and 28 of
the 44 (12% of the total sample) who replied it was "difficult" were 3rd or 4th
graders. Half of the sample said their teacher did not read any of the magazine

to them. This differed, however, by class within school and; with the excep-

tion of the 6th grade, occurred at all grade levels. More students (65%) said
their teacher translated at least some of the Spanish: With the exception of

one 4th-grade class in which the students reported the teacher translated all

the Words and a combined 3rd- and 4th-grade class in another school that said

words were involved:

Seventy-one percent of the students said they did further magazine-related
activities in school. Students in three of the Four 6th-grade classes said they
did not, accounting for 74 of the 101 (28% of the total sample) who responded
"mo." In describing what part(s) of the magazine was used the dinosaur article
was mentioned most (31% of the total sample), with "Nature Club News" and the
puzzles a distant second and third in frequency (8% and 6%, respectively).
Responses varied widely, however, within and across schools. '"Nature Club News"
and the puzzles were mentioned only by one of the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade
classes. In that same school all students in the 4th—grade class stated they
ised "all" or "some of the parts," whereas all students in the combined &th-
and Sth-grade class listed the "Build a Boxosaurus” article and all those in
the combined Sth- and 6th-grade class mentioned the dinosaur article. One
class in each of the other schooils also listed ths dinosaur article as a sole

stories," or "science." As can be seen from the above descriptions, classes
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tended to give a single response. The only exceptions were the previously

"Nature Club News' and "Ollie Otter's Fun Pages," a 5th-grade class in which

almost all the students mentioned both dinosaur articites and the '"Ranger Rick

mary of the students referred to Social Studies as well as Science.
Similarly; ranking activities E§ the overall percentages would be mis=

For example; working on the puzzles and doing further research were mentioned
most overall (15% and 13%, respectively;of the total sample). Students in only
two classes, however, listed activities for either category. Also, for one
class, research consisted of doing the "mud and water" experiment; for another;
it meant using the encyclopedia to study more about the animals: In addition,
it shoiuld be noted that even if students listed the same article; they may have
reported very different activities. For example, although the dinosaur article
was the predominant response in several classes, the predominant activity indi-
pencil puzzles. Although building the dinosaur model ﬁég the only listed activ-

ity for one class, it was mentioned by only four other students in the sample.
Single class responses also were included in the '"other" category. All students
in ope class reported having group presentations and class discussions, whereas

students in another class gave the ambiguous response ''Social Studies." Thus,

'é*if é;c;
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Many fewer students (40%) reported doing further magazine-related activi=
ties outside school. This varied both within and across schools. In one

school almost all the students in each of the classes said "yes,"

PRI
AT

whereas the
reverse was true in another school. In the two remaining schools, students In

only one or two of the four classes said they did. In specifying what part of

tively, of those who said '"yes"). The majority of responses, however, were in
the "other" category. Among these responses were "all" or "the articles” given
In describing what they did; reading and writing reports or compositions were
the two activities mentioned most (by 36% and 28%, respectively, of those who
said "yes"). This was due; however; to its being the predominant response in
""" " were

reported that he "searched the sky and observed the birds." 1In further

gave the same response for follow-up activities inside and outside school
(reading and writing a resume of what was read) which suggests that they (and

probably other students) had difficulty making the distinction.
Only 35% of the students reported discussing the magazine with their

family and/or friends:. Although at least one student in every class said that

. 3%
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he/she did, in only three classes was it the predominant response and approxi-
mately half of them (60 of 124) were by 3rd and 4th graders. ''The hedgehogs,"
"Ranger Rick and His Friends,;" and "Search for Supersaurus” stories were the three
articles mentioned most (by 17, 13, and 11 of the students, respectively), but
"animals" was the most frequent response--—given by 21 students, 15 of whom

were in the same class. various other articles were mentioned by one to four
students. Five students said they discussed all of the magazine:. Included

among the responses in the "other" category were discussing the making of a
pinwheel in vlass and asking the student's parents if he/she could have a
dinosaur.

When asked what they had learned; most of this group of 3rd to 6th graders
mentioned specific story facts (29%); science subjects (20%), or article titles
or topics (19%). Learning about nature and various animals or about scientific
methods were next most frequently mentioned (by 15% and 13%, respectively).

for and protect animals and use nature's resources, and learning poems were
other less frequent responses. As in other sites, vague responses such as "I

learned about dinosaurs" or unique responses were among the most common (given
by 28% of the sample). Included among the specific responses that did not fit
inte the other coding categories were the following: "I learned to read"; "I

learned many things i'didnit know about'; "I didn't know that much Spanish; but

Ciasses varied in both the number of different responses given and the

ranking of various response categories. Few age trends were observed in the

response categories used. The 5th- and 6th-grade students described more

38
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titles and topics. Surprisingly; most references to learning about scientific

As one 6th grader said, "I learned that nature is very good and we ought to care
for more things and protect the woods and places where birds and animals live."

well as in the number of preferences reported. Almost all the Students in one
of the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade classes listed "the animals" as their
favorite feature. In other classes, students named several different articles.

With the exception of the "Who Knows?" article; every article and feature
p y

liked the variety and everything in the magazine. Also, included among some

"it's easy to read;" the title; the questions asked; "the better way it was
made;" and "how everything is well explained."
Many fewer dislikes were mentioned. In fact; 115 students (32%) said they

liked everything; including three classes where no more than two students said

they distiked anything. The dinosaur article; which had received the greatest

.?;;5?5;
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number of preferred choices; also received the most "dislike" responses; but b
many fewer students (8% vs. 18%). The "Sea Poems" and the "April Foolers" fea-
5%; respectively). No other article was mentioned by more than nine students;

but with the exception of tie "Dear Ranger Rick'" section; every article or more

general response category was mentioned by at least one student. Among the
specific responses included in the "other" category were the lack of quéstions,
the fact that the names were in English although the rest of the magazine was

in Spanish and, as one student commented, "There aren't any dinocsaurs left.'" In

on dinosaur bones: I was frightened for I thought we too had bones with tunnels
in them." Such a response reminds us how important it is to encourage students

clarify misconceptions and reduce fears: Most of the other responses referred
to homework assignments rather than to the magazine itself--the questions asked,
the exercises, and writing summaries. 1In comparing thz responses of the 3rd

and 4th graders with those of the Sth and 6th graders, it was noted that most

of the "dislike" responses for the dinosaur article were given by the older group;
whereas those for the '"Sea Poems" were primarily given by the younger Eroup,

particularly one 4th-grade class.

the majority rated all as "liked." The pictiires were rated as "liked" by the

37; with the games and vocabulary receiving the most (37 and 30; respectively).

do
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but there were two classes where vocabulary received the most "like" ratings,

“liked."

well as dll the other features):

When asked how this issue of Ranger Rick differed from their other school

materials, Students mentioned the pictures most (23%), then the amount of in-
formation provided (13%) and the stories about animals (12%). Nine percent of

it was easier to read and understand. Twenty-one percent of the students

gave vague responses or ones that did not fit the present coding categories.

Included among these "other' responses were references to Ranger Rick's pledge,

different print; and to the absence of written exercises or tests ("I don't

have to work, I can just read it"). For a few stiuderits; however; the differ-
ences were negative--the words were too difficult, there was too much reading;

and, as one student noted, there was a difference in price:. The following
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to do but you learn more about nature"; "It's more fun, it has more photographs
and games"; "It has quality and many things I didn't know"; "It has ifots of neat

stories. It gives good informaticn. It gives information that other books
don't have'; "There are no math problems nor do we have .to learn words. That

it is in paper bag form and the fact that it has a lot of animals and many
drawings"; "Because of its varied themes, althoiugh just as educational’; and

"It's informative, enjoyable, and short.” For one student, the most salient

difference was "I read it all:"

In examining responses across classes, the 3rd and &4th graders accounted

for the emphasis on the pictures (67 of the 84 students who gave this response),

whereas the 5th and 6th graders accounted for the second moOSt frequent differ-

ence noted--its instructive, educational value (34 of the 45 responses): The

responses. One 6th grader said, "It's more fun and not dull and boring like
most of the things." As might be expected; they also replied more often that

it was easier (9 vs. 3). On the average, the 5th and 6th graders gave a greater

variety o” responses, but this was primarily due to the two combined 3rd— and
4th-grade classes in which most studerts gave a single common response ("more
pictures").

It is not surprising given the generally very favorable response to the
magazine indicated in the results described so far that most students (79%)

42
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as were the 26 (7%) who said they did not care if they received it or not.
Although there was no significant difference across grade levels, half of the
students who said "no" came from one school-~the same school in which students
reportediy had the most difficulty reading Spanish. Overall, more students
(56%) expressed a preference for receivimg future issues in both Spanish and
English; 25% said they preferred it in English only; 16% in Spanish only, and
3% said they "did not know." Although these results were generally consistent
dcross classes, there was some variation within and across schools. In two
4th-grade classes; more students preferred to receive fiitire issues in English
oiily and in one 6th-grade class; more students preferred ‘to receive it in
Spariish only: Also; the three classes in which students preferred a Spanish
tc an English edition were from the same school and accounted for approximately
half the "Spanish only" responses (25 of 56). Since 80% of the parents of
school are likely to have parents with limited schooling and English competence
and/or be recent arrivals to this country.

their desire to read it also in other places such as the park, library, beach;
and on trips: Examination of the separate class data revealed three classes
(4th, Sth, and 6th grade) in which more students preferred to use it at home
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Slightly more than a quarter of the students (28%) recommended that
changes be made in future issues: The most frequent change mentioned (by 26

students or 7% of the total sample) referred to the games; some wanted more,

few wanted to delete certain pictures that were frightening or ugly: Ten stu-

and make the magazine easier. Included among responses in the "other" category
were the following: 'Change the animals' names"; "Have only dinosaurs"; and
"Change the Spanish to French." With the exception of games; ro age or school
trends were moted; 17 of the 26 students who suggested additional or revised
games came from the three classes in one school and across schools 18 of them
weré 3rd or 4th graders,

ceiving the magazine themselves, at least 45 students recommended that future
issues be used at every grade level From kindergarten through 8th grade. As
expected; more students recommended those giade levels represented in the

sample. The 5th grade received the most choices (61%), followed by the 4th

44
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grade (60%), and then by the 3rd and 6th grades (49% each). With the exception
of the three 6th-grade classes; in which more students recommended the magazine
be used at a lower grade level and one 4th-grade class that recommended it be
ised at a higher grade level, students in the remaining ciasses selected their
own grade level most often.

The students' comments at the end of the questionnaire summarize best their
resctions to this edition of Ranger Rick. One 4th grader said; "I like the
iagazine because it has a variety of things and can learn mach more. I hope I
can continue reading it.'" Other 4th graders commented, "It's pretty. Everyone
should read it": "I like it because it was fun reading it in class and with my
friends in class"; "Please include more instructions with games"; and "I think
Ranger Rick is a book to read better Spanish.” Several students in one 4th-
grade class said they wished they would add more stories of Mexican children.
Aiother class phrased their comments in the form of letters to Ranger Rick. A
Sth-grade stiudent stated; "We use it with eyes and ears and I like to read so
fiich and I can read it to my mother and father, sisters and brothers." Other
5th graders said: ''I like it because it talks about nature. It teaches you

things that would be useful to you as you grow oider: I also like it because
you learn new words in Spanish that you did not know before"; and "The vocabu-
lary was difficult. Nevertheless I learned much from it and liked to read it:"
Among the various comments from 6th-grade students were tﬁé'fbiibéing: iLiked
it very much. Almost read the entire magazine every day becaise it was very
interesting and very entertaining: Liked photos and stories. I liked all
except 'Happy Bee' cause I didn't understand it. But the rest I liked"; "It

was fun"; "I think it's a very good magazine. Shouldn't change anything”; "It

has unknown words to us which we should use wiore"; "I like the magazine very

.
|
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such as solar energy, hedgehogs; and dimosaurs: Would like to continue reading
to continue to learn more."

School Questionnaires were received from all four schools: The respon-
dents comprised two school principals; a bilingual resource teacher, and one
of the participating class teachers. Only one of the schools had an English
edition of Ranger Rick available, and the respondent for this school was the
only one who had seen it before (more than five times at school and had iiked
it a littte):

liked the games, liked the variety of topics and interest lével of the stories,
and liked the pictures very much. The bilingual resource teacher reported that
he/she liked the vocabulary and liked very much the other features, and the
classroom eacher also said that he/she liked very much the variety and pictures

and liked the vocabulary and interest level of the stories. In responding to
what they tiked most, two respondents mentioned the variety of stories and

to 12-year-olds: Two staff members responded to what was liked least—-the

vocabulary level and the fact that some activities such as in "Ollie Otter's

Fun Pages" were too difficult for that teacher's students. These Same two
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primary and intermediate level students and "more children experience type of
stories right along with what you now have:."

Three staff members also had discussed the magazine with some of the stu-
dents. One reported that the students liked the magazine Very much, another that
they liked it; and theé thivd one sald that they neither liked nor disliked it.
Given the generally favorable reaction 'of these staff and the students in their
schools, they recommended that a Spanish edition of Ranger -Rick be continued.

One staff member was uncertain what grade levels to recommend, but in comment-
ing on its educational level stated, "First of all it would give the bilingual

in Spanish. Secondly,; it would give our vecent immigrants from Mexico a chance
to begin and relate to our educational system because of the fact there are few

commented on its educational value: 'This issue was well received by all the
students who looked at it. We would like to get more issies at a later date if

you are-going to continue producing it." "A student population such as this

value for both bilinguai and ESL programs. "I feel this would help our (bilin-

gial) Science program; as we are lacking in Spanish Science materials." "It
would fit in very goad in both the bilingual and ESL programs." 'We have an
extensive tbiiiﬁgaéis program and would benefit from a variety of materials:
ESL (also) is a very important comporent in our corricutum.'" "It would really
help in the ESL program because it would make it more interesting because of
the beautiful photography."
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Teacher Questionnaires were completed for 10 of the 14 participating

ticipating in the study. Although no Teacher Questionnaires were completed for

the magazine during a bilingual Science period: 1In one class it was part of a
science unit on "animals and their environment"; in another class students were

assigned a certain amount of pages to read at home and the following morning
they discussed them in class. One of the participating teachers had responded

to the School Questionnaire and the responses indicated that both he/she an

the students found the magazine instructive and enjoyable. In the other school,

in their homes, and were enrolled in a bilingual program. The 4th-grade stu-
dents were described as speaking Spanish “Véty.Wéii“ and as reading and writing
it "pretty well:" They were rated as speaking and reading English "pretty well"
and writing it only "somewhat.' Eiglty percent of the 5th graders also were
described as speaking Spanish "very well;" although 20% could do so only "some=
what ;" and 10% "hardly at all." They were much less proficient reading and
writing Spanish, however;, with only 34% rated as performing "very well" and 26%

as "pretty well"; again 20% and 10% were rated as only "somewhat" or "hardly
at all" able to do so. Although 50% were described as speaking, reading, and
writing English "very well' (20%) or "pretty well" (30%), 40% were rated as

able to do so only "somewhat," and 10% "hardly at all." Almost all the 6th—

grade students (95%) were rated as speaking Spanish "very well” and most as

(o]}

reading and writing it "pretty well' (85% and 75% to 80%, respectively): Also,
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fiost were described as speaking and reading English "pretty well" or 'very
well” (88% and 10%, and 65% and 15%; respectively) and as able to write it
"somewhat" or "pretty well™ (55% and 40%; respectively); none were rated as
"hardly able at all to do any of these skills:

A1l of the classes used the magazine during Science and Spanish reading
periods; two for 46 to 60 minutes and one for at least 90 minutes. In the

4th-grade class, eight articles were selected because of the pictures and
content: The teacher read three of the eight articles (the two dinosaur
stories and the hedgehogs article) and reportedly translated about half the

words: The 5th-grade teacher selected four articleés that he/she thought the
students might enjoy more since they were familiar with some of the terms:
fndividual students read aloud one of them ("Search for Supersaurus") and the
students read the remaining three articles on their own with the teacher trans-
lating a few words. The 6th-grade teacher chose four articles based on the
"natiure of history involved, involvement of nmature poetry, and cartoonistic

read by the teacher, but none of the Spanish was translated. None of the

teachers used the Activity Guide:

All of the teachers said they enjoyed the magazine. Whén asked what they
liked most,; they listed the content ("Science presented in a much more simplis—
variety. Although only one teacher responded to anything liked least ("The

tures the other two teachers rated the vocabulary as "somewhat inappropriate."
The sth-grade teacher made no ratings, but the other two teachers both rated

the pictires as ''very appropriate' and the games as "appropriate" (the 4th=grade

vy
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teacher added, however, that they needed teacher guidance); the story topics

by the Sth-grade teacher. All three teachers suggested changes for future
issues--'"Maybe some reading exercises inserted'; "A list of new words intro-—
duced in the beginning of the article or a glossary at back of magazine. What
would be nice would be addresses where students could get further information";

All three teachers also Said that their students had enjoyed the magazine
and were actively engaged during its use. " The 4th-grade students reportedly
liked most the pictures, particularly those of the animals and the "funny"
pictures in the "April Foolers" section. The Sth-grade students also had
especially liked the pictures and were actively involved in discussing what

at home to use: In general; though; these teachers perceived their students

class discussions; compositions; and the "visual view of difnosaur excavations
and close-up view of detailed animals.” In one class both the teacher and the
students reportedly took the magazine home to read further.

ings are based on the responses of only two of the teachers. Both teachers

"somewhat different" from their

students' usual school materials because it was "more detailed in area of
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and more casual outlook." One teacher reported that the school used to have
"El Informador;" but it was too easy for 4th grade and above, and both teachers
said there were no similar Spanish materials presently available in the school.
Although the one teacher also stated the English edition of Rangefr Rick was

available in the school's library and that he/she had read it in school two to

four times and had liked it a lot:

magazine would be useful for teaching 5th- through 8th-grade students to follow

purchasing the magazine. In commenting on the magazine's 'educational valuce,
they said: '"Good for Spanish Language Arts. Excellent supplement to our
science unit on dinosaurs. Pictures were A+ quality!"; "I think it's valuable
due to its information on animals: Unfortunately, we have too few magazines
in Spanish that do any justice to this area.'" The third teacher commented
earlier, "The Spanish edition of Ranger Rick is excellent as an enrichment
reading (practice/exercise) development." The two teachérs who responded to
the question concerning the magazine's potential usefulness for various instruc
tional programs viewed it as valuable for bilingual programs-—'teaching of

Spanish through content material," "Excellent!". One teacher also noted it

9 {
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would be useful for ESL classes by providing "description of pictures, possi-
bility of whole group a<tivity using preview/review:" This same teacher also
pointed out that the magazine could be used to cut out pictures for bulletin
board display:

After completing the questionnaire; the 4th-grade teacher commented that
the Student Questionnaire was too difficult for 4th graders to do alone. Con-

of the similar responses in other classes in this and other sites:
As reported earlier, the other two Calexico schools both had a combined

including a combined 4th- and 5th-grade and a combined 5th- and 6th-grade class,
and the other a 5th- and a 6th-grade class. No questionnaire was completed for
the 6th—grade class, however: Although in one school 86% of the students were
Hispanic in all four classes; in three of the classes at least 86% also spoke

Spanish in their homes and were enrolled in a bilingual program; in the combiréd
5th and 6th grade only 71% to 85% of the students spoke Spanish in their homes,
and only 56% to 70% of the 4th—grade class were classified as bilingual stu-

dents. With the exception of the combined Sth- and 6th-grade class; most of
the students were described as very proficient in speaking and reading Spanish
and moderately so in English. The students in the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade
class were rated as speaking Spanish "very welil" and reading it '"pretty weil"
and as speaking and reading English "pretty well"; they were described as able
to write both Spanish and English only "somewhat." Most of the 5Sth-grade stu-

respectively); and as writing it "very well" (40%) or "pretty weli" (30%):

Ui‘:;
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Most of these students also were described as speaking, reading, and writing
respectively); 10% of them reportedly could neither speak nor read it, nor 20%
write it, however. In contrast, students in the combined 4th- and 5th-grade
class were rated as speaking, reading, and writing Spanish "somewhat" and Eng-
lish "pretty well." Most of the 6th-grade students were described as speaking;
reading, and writing Spanish "very well" or "pretty weill" (100%, ‘80% and 207%,
and 50% and 10%, respectively). Although less proficient in English; the
majority were rated as speaking and reading English "very well” or "pretty
well" (20% and 40% each) and 50% were rated as writing it "pretty well"; a
substantial number; however; could do so only "somewhat" or "hardly at all"

(30% and 10%, respectively, for speaking and reading skills, and 30% and 20%,
respectivelys for writing performance). As the following paragraphs reveal,
despite these differences in students' Spanish and English competencies and in
the extent and nature of the magazine's use, the teachers were enthusiastic in

periods and one used it during Science only. The class transmittal form de-
scribed them as bilingual classes and reported that three of them used the
magazine during Social Studies. It appears,; however, that Science units are
often included in the Social Studies curriculum. MHore than 90 minutes were
spent on 10 of the articles in the combined 3rd= and 4th—grade class. The
teaclier reported that &ome of the outstanding Spanish readers read seven of
these articles to the class and he/she translated only a few of the words. In
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the teacher read eight of them and also translated a few words. The combined

Sth- and 6th-grade class spent 61 to 75 minutes on the first eight articles.

None, however; were read to the students; although the teacher translated a

few words: Students in the combined 5th- and 6th-grade class read nine of the

articies they wanted to read first during the 30 to 45 minutes devoted to the

magazine's use: In this class the teacher reportedly translated none of the

words. Two of the teachers used the Activity Guide ("thé pinwheel idea" and

"everything up to page '28") and both reportedly found it helpful.
All Of the teachers said they liked the magazine:. Three of them said

the interesting articles and good quality; one said he/she liked the variety
best. Only two teachers responded to what was liked least and both referred
to the vocabulary ("Kids couldn't relate to some of the words"; "Vocabilary a

iittie intensive or high for linited Spanish speakers"). These same teachers
also suggested that the vocabulary be modified in future issues ("Improve the
wording of some articles"; "Have different reading levels—-easier ones'): An-
agriculture and mechanics. All four teachers were generally very favorable in
their ratiags of the various magazine features. All rated the pictures as "very

by three teachers and as "somewhat inappropriate' by the teacher for the com-
bined 4th- and Sth-grade group which was earlier described as least proficient

in Spanish:
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With the exception of some of the limited Spanish-speaking students in the
combined 4th- and 5Sth-grade class, all the students were described as actively
etigaged when the magazine was presented. In describing what their students
appeared to like most, the teacher for the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade class
reported the stories and pictures that illustrated them ('interest remained high

4th- and 5th-grade class said the 'fantastic pictures'"; and the teacher for the

combined 5th- and 6th-grade class listed the art projects because "they all
brought something in to make a dinosaur." The 4th-grade teacher and the teacher

Three of the teachers also reported their students' further follow-up
activities--reading the magazine on their own, reading it with their parents,
and checking the spelling of dinosaur names.

411 the teachers, however, thought their students had learned from using

this issie of Ranger Rick: They commented as follows: "They were eager to try
the experiment '"Magic with Mud"; "Information in magazine well presented:

after we read it'; "Recalled facts about what was read"; and "They were inter-
ested in going to the library and checking out books and looking for information
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different” because of the "good pictures”, and one "not at all" because it was

"very complete and good variety.' These responses not only indicate the four

recommended that it be continued in their school. One teacher did not specify
grade levels or subject areas for future use; but two teachers recommerded it
be used in grades 4 through 6 in Language Arts, Science; and Spanish, and the
fourth teacher recommended that although it be used for 4th- through 6th-grade
Science, it only be used in S5th and 6tk grade for Language Arts and Spanish.
A1l four teachers perceived the magazine's educational value. Their own
words express it best. '"Most knew the meanings of the words that were in the
articles, yet those words might not be in their vocabulary:" “Excellent:" "I
personally think this magazine is very well put together; especially with great
pictures to follow along. This magazine has a very good intensive vocabulary,

for 4 school years and your magazine is one of the best bilingual materials I

they were very positive about its use in bilingual classes. They commented as
follows: '"We could use this high interest material to improve reading compre-

to the fact that we also study and learn Spanish'; "Excellent"; and "Teachers

‘£§i§
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will be eager to subscribe to this magazine: Is one of the best in Spanish."
Only two teachers commented on its usefulness for ESL classes; one said it was
"okay" and the other that its use was very limited.

The teachers' additional comments upon completing the questionnaire only
reiterated their enthusiastic response to this pilot use of the magazine. "I
wish to see you in the future here at (deleted) school. Thanks." "The
quality of the magazine is superb. The children really enjoyed the magazine:
They took it home and shared it with their parents:” "Try to have Ranger Rick
implemented at our school site!"

The sample in the fourth school comprised a combined 3rd- and 4th-grade; a

First three classes. At least 86% of the students in these classes reportedly
were Hispanic, spoke Spanish in their homes; and were enrolled in a bilingual

or transitional program. (The 5th-grade class transmittal form also indicated
this class was comprised of students in a bilingual or transitional program.)
The siubstitute teacher who completed the questionnaire for the combined 3rd-
and 4th-grade class did not rate the students' skills 'n speaking and writing
Spanish, but déééfiBéé them as reading it "somewhat"; they were rated as speak—
ing English "pretty well" and reading and writing it "somewhat:" Most of the
4th-grade students were rated as speaking Spanish "very well" (85%); reading

it “somewhat" (50%) or "pretty well" (35%); and as writing it "somewhat” (70%).
English only "somewhat"; 20% reportedly could hardly do any of these skills.
Most of the Sth-grade students were described s speaking, reading; and writing

Spanish "pretty well" (99% and 80% each, respectively). 4&s expected; they were

5"




tess ‘proficient in English, with 50% described as speaking, reading; and writing
English "somewhat', 28% "“pretty well," 20% "very well," and 2% "hardly at all."

substitute teacher for the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade class had the students
spend 30 to 45 minutes during free reading time in a Social Studies (and Envi-
ronmental Sciences) period. The teacher neither read nor translated any of
the Spanish and did not specify what parts of the magazine were used. The
4th-grade class spent 61 to 75 minutes during Science with eight articles:

Their teacher read seven of the articles and translated approximately half of

the words. The Sth-grade class spent more than 90 minutes during discussion

time in their Science class on three articles that "looked interesting" (the

two dinosaur stories and "Ranger Rick and His Friends" story). The teacher
reportedly translated a few words, but did not read any of the stories to
the class. According to the Class Transmittal form; the 6th-grade class

also used the magazineé during class discussion time, but the amount of time

spent and the articles used are unknown. None of the teachers used the

Activity Guide, but two said it was not available.

The three teachers who completed questionnaires all stated they enjoyed
the magazine. All said they liked the pictures best and one also mentioned
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activities as "appropriate" and one (the 4th-grade teacher) as too difficult
and "somewhat inappropriate.” Only two teachers rated the vocabulary; one
(the 5th-grade teacher) rated it as "appropriate,” and the teacher for the

youngest group considered it "too difficult” and rated it as "somewhat inappro-
priate."

All three teachers perceived their students as actively engaged with
the magazine as evidenced by their interest in the pictures; in reading and
discussion, and in the dinosaurs: None of the Eéééﬁé?é indicated anything
the students liked least, but at least in one instance (the combined 3rd- and
magazine on their own: The substitute teacher for the youngest group also
responded that he/she did not know if the students had learned anything, but
the other two teachers perceived they had, although only one elaborated further

According to these teachers there were no similar Spanish materials in
the school. Two teachers rated the Spanish issue of Ranger Rick as 'somewhat

different" from their students' usual school materials ("up-to-date and inter-
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4th-grade group described it as "very differemt in content from the dull

Scietice book:" 1In addition; the English edition of Ranger Rick was not

Thus; when asked if they would like to continue to have a Spanish edition
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third teacher recommended it be used in grades 3 through 6 for Language Arts,
Science; and Spanish:. They perceived both its general educational value
("colorful and exciting"; '"very good") and its particular potential for

ment our Science program'). Only one teacher; however; commented on its
potential use for ESL classes: "I can't see how this would help except to

strengthen L! (students) to go into L2."

,,,,,,, o

Site visits were made to two of the elementary schools participating inm
the Study that were located at opposite ends of this Mexican border town. Not
otly is the comminity 90% Hispanic,; but it serves a large daily flow of Mexican
visitors. In the one school I met separately with the principal and with the
bilingual resource teacher, after which 1 visited two of the participating
classes, a 5th grade and a 6th grade. Both administrative and teaching staff
and the students in this school were very enthusiastic about the magazine.

The students expressed their pleasure aiEﬁ the stories and pictares; the dino-

ﬁith the Sbéﬁiéh vocabulary nor with the various games and puzzles. All s»id
they wanted to receive more issues; but although they stated they liked having
the magazine in Spanish, most of the students indicated they preferred having
it available in both Spanish and Eaglish. When asked what changes they would
like to siggest, two students requested stories and pictures about animals in
the desert.

In later discussions with thé Resource teacher, she emphasized the value
and need for an attractive Spanish magazine in the Science area. This teacher

was especially impressed with the relevance of the article on solar energy for

-
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this part of the country and believed the general emphasis on conservation was

of considerable societal value.

two of the participating teachers that were available: One taught a 4th-grade
and the other a 6th-grade bilingual class. Both spoke very favorably of tra
magazine and expressed their concern for more and better Spanish materials for

their students. Since the 4th-grade class had just completed a unit on dino=

sairs the issiie was particularly relevant: For this class; however; the
vocabulary seemed much too difficult: The teacher explained that most of the

in the textbooks they use:

The sixth-grade teacher reported that the Students in that class had
no difficulty with the vocabulary. They, too, especially liked the stories
about dinosaurs. He stated that the different articles and the pictures were
very beneficial as they acted to raise the students' coriosity: When discuss-
ing the games, he noted that many of the students in the class had difficulty
distinguishing the animals and therefore were unable to match them appropriately
@ith the North or South pole: Both teachers strongly advocated continuing the
publishing of a Spamish edition: They also agreed that separate Spanish and
English magazines should be available; they should not be combined. They

We comciuded oar talk with their expanding on the need for more and better
Spanish materials; particularly in the science area, and their very favorable
reaction to this attempt.

The administrative and teaching staff at both schools indicated the con-
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15 miles north also participating in the study. Although Calexico is reported

to bé 90% Hiéﬁéﬁié; the E1 Centro community is only 45% Hispanic: In the

second school visited, for example, there was only one 7#n1glo family enrolled:
Thus findings from both the questionnaire responses and site visit inter-

California farm area bordering Mexico to this Spanish edition of Ranger Rick
and the great need for Science materials for these students. For the youngest
students, a somewhat simpler vocabulary seemed indicated, but for the older

students and those newly arrived Mexican Nationals who had attended school,

the vocabulary and content were not only appropriate but eagerly receivad.

Chula Vista. Two elementary schools in Chula Vista, a suburb of San Diego

close to the Mexican border, participated inm this pilot study; one served pre-K

to 6th-grade students and the other, a bilingual magnet school, served only &4th-

to 6th—-grade students. Unfortunately; due to mail difficulties; questionnaires

were only received from the former school; although the site visit to the latter
provided very useful additional information. The school for which the following
questionnaire results are described; during the time of the study had an entoll-

ment of 446 students, 45% of whom were Hispanic. Fifty percent of their families
were described as working at unskilled jobs (35% nonfarm and 5% farm labor) or
as unemployed (10%). On standardized reading achievement tests, the students

in this school on the average performed at grade level.

The sample responding to the Student Questionnaires comprised 28 students

rather than a bilingual program. 4pproximately a fifth of them had seen the
English version of Ranger Rick. Nine of these 10 students were in the 6th-grade
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it, and one disltiking it: Unlike most of the other students participating in
the study, including those at the other Chula Vista school, the majority of
these students %57%) reportedly did not speak Spanish in their homes: Although
slightly more than half (16) of the Sth-grade class did, only 29% (8) of the
6th—grade class did: Overall; 417% said_they could not read Spanish at all;
and 29% only "a little bit" (11% said they could read it "pretty well" and 20%
Wyery well"). Again, the 6th-grade class had the most students (14) who

coutd not read Spanish at all. An example of the differemce in Spanish
literacy in the two classes is the fact that only one 6th-grade student used
the Spanish version of the questionnaire as contrasted with several vho did in

More students in hofh classes repcrted it to be difficult, although to a
lesser degree in the 5th~grade class. Thus it is not surprising that 79% of

the students (all of the 5th-grade and more than half of the 6th-grade students)

he/she had translated at least some of the Spanish (75% said "all" and another
9% "most" of the wcrds). All but one 5th grader and 16 of the 28 6th graders
said the teacher had transiated all the words. Although these within-class
differences may result in part from student errors in understanding and/or

iééﬁbﬁdiﬁg to the questionnaire,; they may also reflect individual attention to
the students' different levels of Spanish literacy.

Forty-three students (77%) said they did further activities in school;
including all but two students im the 5th-grade class. The follow-up activities

were very different in the two groups; however. Almost all of the 5th-graders
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reported using the "Search for Supersaurus," hedgehogs, and fun games sections
and all responded "pencil puzzles" to the question on activities. With the
exception of three 6th-grade students who mentioned tEéAdiﬁbééﬁf ot hedgehog
stories; the remainder who responded "yes" to this question referred to all
the magazine. In describing their fbiibw—uﬁ activities they reported learning
to speak and read Spanish. Some s&udeﬁts commented that they were putting
signs up around the room and working in small groups to learn the words. Only

outside of school, but none of them specified what they did. &lso, only 25%

families and/or friends and they specified various different stories.

The classes differed considerably in their responses to what they had

were given. The most frequent category of response also was learning about
nature or the development of various animals, but several students presented
specific story facts, as well as noting they had learned to read some Spanish,
to care more for animals and nature, to become familiar with scientific
methods and, as one student said; "I learned that it is hard for people that
don't know English:."”

most frequentiy as liked most (25%; 23% and 20%; respectively). The puzzlés,
however; were listed only by the Sth-grade students. In contrast, many fewer

students mentioned anything they liked least; with no more than three students
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{for the hedgehog article and for the Spanish uééé) mentioning any single
feature. A Fifth of the students said they liked everything. With the ex-
ception of the vocabulary used; the majority of students liked the various
features of the magazine they were asked to rate. Pictires were liked most
(82%), followed by the stories (73%), variety (70%Z), and games (66%); vocabulary
was rated as "liked" by only 48%. Although the rankings were similar in both

classes, the Sth grade was much more positive; expressing only three dislikes in

contrast to the 6th graders who gave 21 '"disltike" responses (8 and 5 of which
were for vocabulary and gemes, respectively):. These findings probably reflect,

it least in part, the greater lack of Spanish literacy in the older group; and

the frustration as expressed by one student of '"mot understanding the words
but wanting to know vhat they were saying:"

In comparing this edition of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine to their other

school materials, the most distinctive featuié for this group of youngsters
was its being in Spanishi 41% of the sample indicated that fact. The other
features noted (but by no more than four students each) was its pictures, ani-
mals, stories, and games. Most of these other differences were noted by the
older students. Few (8 or 14%) indicated that they desired any changes to be
iade in future issues, with three each wanting them changed to English anﬁ the
number of animal stories increased. Also mentioned was increasing the number
of stories in general and making the magazine funnier: 4All these suggested
changes came from the 6th-grade class since the one 5th-grade student who
requested a change did not specify its nature.

Despite their difficulties with understanding this Spanish edition; the

wajority of students (75%) stated they wanted to continue receiving the

magazine: Only two studemts (6th graders) said they did not, but there were

65




-59-

eight (six of them from the 6th grade) who responded they did not care either
way. Fifty-two percent of the total sample (20 of the 29 being from the
Sth-grade class) expressed a preference for having the magazine in both
Spanish and English, with an additional 27% preferring it only in English;

only two students (one from each class) expressed a preference for a Spanish
edition only. Slightly more students expressed a preference for using it at
school than in the home (46% vs. 39%), biit several indicated they would like
to use it in both places. A few students in both classes also mentioned using

it in other places such as friends' homes and on trips. One 6th-grader said

classes (59% overall); closely followed by the 6th grade (50%).

' Only five Sth-grade students provided additional comments, but those that
did reported how much they enjoyed the magazine and wished it were published
weekly. One of them said, "It has valuable information and is the first book
I liked so much. I would like to read it more frequently so that I may learn
more Spanish." Thirteen 6th graders commented further. Most stated how mich

they ernjoyed the magazine and wanted to continue receiving it because it was

animals. Several noted, however, thnat they would prefer receiving it in

English "so that I can learn more." The one student in this class who responded
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the colorful pictures and to play ali the (illegible) and to find the words
that are in Spanish that look like English. I hope I can get some issues in
English; but when I learn Spanish I'll get Spanish and English Ranger Rick's
magazine. I really enjoy this magazide." And as one student succinctly
stated, "I thought it was real nice and neat. I wouldn't like you guys to

change nothing in them."

Spanish or English: Most were rated as able to speak; read, and write Spanish
Whardly at all" (58%, 84%, and 87%, respectively), with only 28% and 13% each,
respectively, described as performing these skills "very well." Inm contrast,
the majority (77%) reportedly could speak English 'very well" and read and
write it "pretty well" (60% and 91%, respectively);

The magazine was used during Science periods for more than 90 minutes.
The teacher read six parts selected by the students and translated all the
words while doing so: 'Since so many students don't read Spanish we did only

a little at a time." The Activity Guide was not used.

This teacher was very favorable in her reaction to the magazine. She

Rick:" The pictures and story topics were rated as "very appropriate,” the
games as "appropriate," and the vocabulary as "appropriate for Spanish speakers."

No changes were suggested For the magazine or the Activity Guide.

Fhe students were described as actively engaged while the magazine was
used and seemed to like the dinosaur Stories most as they engendered more

active discussion. In responding to what the students liked least; it was
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They all seemed to learn from the experience, however, as evidenced in their
recaii of facts and later discussions of related experiences. Although the
teacher did not know if the students had used the magazine further, she
described taking it to her Spanish class as well as to her mother—in-law who
does not speak English.
In addition to these very favorable reactions to this Spanish edition,

information and that there were no similar Spanish materials in the school.
The English edition of Ranger Rick also was not available in the school; but
this teacher had read it several times before and liked it a lot. Given her

use, not only for 6th grade; but also for 4th and 5th grade and in Language

this teacher's perceptions of the broad educational value of the magazine: "I
think this could be an excellent tool. For one thing, it really created an
interest in learning and improving Spanish: It is excellent as far as learning
new things ir Science, also for vccébuiary building, listening and oral

Site visits were made to both of the participating schools. Arraﬁgéméﬁtg
had been made to observe the above two classes while the magazine was being
used. Unfortunately, both teachers were ill the day of my visit. Instead, the
principal and I met in the teachers' lounge to discuss the study, the magazine,

and the population being served at the school. He expressed his enthusiasm for
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the magazine (he subscribes to it for his family) and the value of a Spanish
issue for many of the students. He also discussed the changing population im
Chula Vista. The Hispanic population has steadily increased, including many
young middle-class Hispanic families, in a commurity formerly comprised primarily
Hispanic and 55% are of minority status: Student turnover is a problem; with

scattered around the room and most were eager to show the principal what they
were doing. In a relaxed, friendly manner he also engaged the solitary and shy

ones. Afterwards we talked with a young Hispanic 3rd-grade teacher who had

seen the Spanish Ramger Rick magazine and was very favorable to it. She thought,

however, the vocabulary would be too difficult for the youngsters who would be

using it. As the principzl pointed out; it would be more accurate to call the
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The neighborhood is essentially residential with houses on small lots.

there was the distribution of certificates of merit for superior performance

on specific math functions, class and individual entertainment (e.g., square

-

sented a birthday gift to the principal accompanied by singing in Spanish 2
song traditionally sung in Mexico on the morning of a female's birthday--a
song the class knew the principal liked very much: The assembly period was a
very relaxed, enjoydble time for all-—students; staff and visitor. Upon

leaving the large room, students frequently stopped to chat with the principal--
to wish her happy birthday, to share an experience; to ask to meet with lier
later. Several stopped to hug and/or kiss her. Thé principal responded with

very enthusiastic about the magazine and strongly urged its continuation. They
"loved" the pictures and thought it had a verv good mix of storiesv They felt
the vocabulary level was appropriate and the translation very well done. The
bilingual-biliterate program teacher said she was using it for direct teaching
and for references. B3he intended to continue using it thraugﬁaug the year.

Another teacher pointed out its value in her reading class for developing
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dictionary skills and for studying prehistoric materials: One teacher; who
has a specific animal project for use with mentally gifted 4th- through
6th-grade minority students, was particularly enthusiastic about the magazine

for his classes. The teachers reported that the principal wants a book fair
in the spring to obtain sufficient money for a subscription to the magazine.

The science teacher then invited me to his class to describe his pro-

This teacher has paid for his own subscription to Ranger Rick for the past
eight years and is very enthusiasi:c about the magazine: For example; he has
saved aluminum cans in order t® buy it. He showed me his many files on dif-

ferent animals, atc. that he had prepared from various issues and which were

niow carefully stored in cardboard containers. He praised all aspects of the
magazine including the poems and games. He particularly liked the end-of-year
index and hoped a Spanish one would be made available for school libraries.

Given his detailed knowledge of the magazine; he offered a number of production

their filing. 4s he said; "fhe magazine is too valuable to leave together as

a book; anyone doing a program in depth would separate and tear it up as I do."

He thought the Teacher Guide was ''great'' and had fantastic activities; he had

not known before that such materials were available. As I left the class, he

expressed his eagerness to try out any other Ranger Rick pilot materials, even

with his own funds:
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programs, and described her current emphasis on increasing math achievement:
there.
This visit certainiy provided an example of the rich variety of experi-

ences a Spanish Ranger Rick magazine can provide when given an able creative

questionnaire responses and site visits indicated that this special edition of
students in the one school perceived the benefit of lezrning Spanish while
learning Science also. With a more predominantly Hispanic and less advantaged

population; in the other school the magazine was a welcome sipplement to an
already stimulating program. These positive results, however, reflect the
enthusisasm, creativity, and skills of the school staff involved.

El Ceiitro. Four schools from this small town in the Imperial Valley in

the junior high school students were so described. Approximately half of the

students in both elementary schools came from low sociceconomic status (SES)
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families. In the one school; 48% of the heads of nousehold were employed as
farm laborers; and although only 10% were So described in the other school,
35% were categorized as unemployed and 18% as having unskilled, nonfarm labor

jobs. The latter school, however; served a wide SES range, with 12% employed
in professional or managerial positions and 24% in clerical or sales jobs: No
familv d.ta were available for the junior high school. On the average, however,
stus nts in the two elementary schools performed significan&iy different on

standardized reading tests. In the first elementary school; students were

markedly in their sex ratio. In the 4th- through 6th-grade group, 53% were
Appruiimately a quarter of the sample (26%) said they had seen the English
edition of Ranger Rick,; but 25 of the 40 students who said "yes" were in the

Lth grade. Only 11 (or 17%) of the 7th and 8th graders said they had done so.
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For those who said they had seen it; all but three reported seeing it in school
(most (60%) only once); and three-quarters of them said they had liked it.
Ninety-one percent of the sample said they spoke Spanish in their homes,
but their ability to read Spanish was much more varied. Thirty—eight percent
of the total sample reported reading it "pretty well," 31% "very well," and
27% "a little bit"; only 5% said they could not read it at all. Reported

reading competence, however; differed by grade subgroup and within and across
schools. Approximately half (49%) of the junior high students stated they
could read Spanish "pretty well;" and 29% said they could read it "very welil."
A third of the 4th— through 6th-grade group reported they could read it '"very
well," but almost a third (31%) said they could read it only "a little bit."
The majority of students in the one elementary sSchool stated they could read
it "very well," whereas thuse in the 6theéischoéi said they could read it "a

little bit." Most students in the total group and both grade level subgroups,
however, thought the Spanist in the magazine was ''easy'" (50%) or "neither dif-

ficult nor easy" (41%): only 8%, or 12 students; said it was "difficalt." A&s
(57% vs. 45%), with the reverse true for stating it was "difficult" (5% vs. 10%).
When asked if their teachers had read the magazine to them, 50% of the

total sample said "no," but this varied by class within schools. Almost all
the &th graders said "yes," as did one of the combined 7th~ and 8th-grade
classes. Almost all the students in these same three classes also reported

that their teachers had translated at least some of the Spanish, as did half
the students in an additional combined 7th~ and 8th-grade group. Overall, 55%
of the students said their teacher translared the Spanish: 1n most classes

only a few words reportedly were involved; but consistent with their greater
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difficaity reading Spanish; most of the siidents in the one 4th-grade class
responded that half of the words were translated.

Only 21% of the students said they did follow-up activities in school.
With the exception of three students from the other two schools; all those who
said "yes" came from the one 4tli-grade class. These 4th graders all referred
to the "Search for Supersaurus' story and their visit to the museum. The
three other students referred to reading different articles:. Twice as many
students (43%) reported doing magazine-related activities outside school.
They included the same 4th-grade class, one combined 7th- and 8th-grade class,
and slightly more than half of the other 4th-grade class. The overall percent-
ages for articles and activities used are meaningless since each of the classes
responded differently. Students in the one 4Lth-grade class repeated their
earlier responses (using the '"Search for Supersaurus" story and visiting the

lied they wrote questions and a few mentioned

tion, approximately a quarter of the sample (24%) said they had discussed the
Magazine with their families and/or friends. Half of the combined 5th- and
6th-grade class reportedly did sc; but the others were scattered across the

of the older groups listed more than one story. One youth, however; noted
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When asked what they had learned from the magazine, the most frequent

such as unearthing and protecting dinosaur bones and using solar energy (22%),
story facts (20355 and various science topics and story titles (12% each).

schools. The description of various scientific methods was highest in the &4th-

use in the other two elementary school classes. Specific story titles were listed
most often (22%) by the junior high students, followed by specific story facts
and learning more about nature and animals (17% each). For both age groups,

(26% of the total sample):. 4Among the various other but less fregquent responses
poems; new vocabulary; and projects such as building dinosaur modetls:

In reporting what they liked best; students ranked the dinosaur article
first (207 cf the total sample), then the "Search for Supersaurus" story (15%),
the poems (14%), and the "Ranger Rick and His Friends'" story (12%). Agaidn,
responses differed by age group and within and across schools. The elementary
school students listed "dinosaurs,” "Search for Supersaurus;" and "hedgehogs" as
the three most favored articles (27%; 19%; and 13%,; respectively); the junior
high school students tisted as favorites the poems; the "Ranger Rick and His
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they liked everything. Overall, the feature most frequently listed as disliked
was the vocabulary (17%), foiiéwed by the poems (13%), and dinosaur article
(11%). However, the vocabulary was mentioned ouly by the one 4th-grade class,
and 13 of the 17 students who specified dinosaurs were enrolled in one of the
combined 7th- and 8th-grade classes: Another difference across grade subgroups
was the listing of the hedgehogs article by 9% of the &4th- through 6th-grade
group and by none of the 7th- and 8th-grade students, whereas 11% of the latter
group mentioned the "Happy Bee" story and none of the former group did. Of

course, these findings are probably due in part to differential exposure to
these articles in the two grade level Subgroups.

When rating the various features of the magazine, overall the pictures
and games receiving many fewer "like" choices (49%; 42%; and 41% each; respec-
tively). Again,; however, there were differences across grade subgroups and

pictures, however, 68% of the 7th and 3th graders vs. 55% of the 4th- through
6th-grade group said they liked them: More than half of the younger age group

said they liked the pictures; steries; and variety (55% each and 51%, respec—

tiveiy), with 47% saying they liked the vocabulary, and 39% the games. Im
contrast; although 68% of the junior high students réportedly liked the pic-
tures,; less than half said they iigéd the other features (46%, 44%, 33%, and
30%, respectively; liked the stories, games, vocabulary; and variety).

Vocabulary received the most "dislike" ratings, but this was primarily due to



considerably in their ratings for both this and other features. For example,
stories; which received the second highest number of "like' ratings; also
received the highest number of 'dislike' ratings. It should be noted, however,
in interpreting these findings that comparative percentages may be misleading

since a number of students; especially those in the younger grades, did not
respond to all or part of this item—-perhaps because the response format was

too ditficult for them.

Few Students responded to being queried about the difference between this

issue of Ranger Rick and their usual school materials. For those who did
respond, the fact that it described animals in their natural environment and
was written in Spanish were the two most frequent differences noted (by 14%

and 11% of the total sample, respectively). But these results were due to two

other differences mentioned were references toc specific articles and to the

fact that it was a magazine; had fewer pages; and more variety. Several stu-—

dents in the combined 5th- and 6th-grade class commented that it was the first
time they had magazines and "because there are not many magazines in Spanish:"
Some of the older students,; however; found it more boring than their other

school books, although it should be notsd ihat students in the same class

receiving the magazine. The difference between Age groups; however, was strik-

ing. Ninety-two percent of the 4th- through 6th-grade group said ''yes," whereas
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only 59% of the 7th- and 8th-grade group did. Fourteen percent of the latter
group also said they did not care either way. In examining the data by class,
in no other class in the sample did more than three students state that they

did 6ot want to coftinue reiciving it: More students overall (36%) and in
both grade sibgroiups expressed a preference for Eéééiﬁiﬁgvthé magazine in both
Spanish and English. A single Spanish edition received the riext most votes
(26%), with 17% overall requesting it be in English only. For the younger
students, Spanish and English only versions received approximately an equal
percentage of choices (27% and 26%: respectively), whereas for the 7th- and
8th-grade students the percentages differed. considerably (24% and 5%, respec-—
tively): These findings are consistent with the earlier reported results
regarding differences in students' abilities to read Spanish. The majority of
studenis overall (54%) and in both grade subgroups also preferred to use the
magazine in chool. This was especially true for the elementary school
students (64% vs. 40%). OFf course, the lower percentage for the older group
reflects in part the smaller percentage of students who said they wanted to
continue receiving the magazine. Some students gave as a rationale for their
choice more time to read, the opportunity to learn more, and the chance to
learn more Spanish:

This sample of El €entro students also recommended that future issues of
the magazine be used in kindergarten through 8th grade. Consistent with their
greater representation; the most recommended grade levels were 5th; &4th; and
6th (51%, 47%, and 46%, respectively), followsd by the 7th and 8th grade (36%

and 29%). However; not all classes gave their own grade level the highest

priority. Students in two Of the combined 7th and 8th grades recommended the
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magazine be used most in lower grade lévels and one 4th-grade class recommended

the games {12%). For some students the games were too hard or not interesting

pictures, with most requesting there be more of them. Five p-rcent of the
total sample, but 10% of the older students, wanted the magazine to be expandad
with more stories, pictures, and a greater variety of animals and activities:
Additional comments wwre made upon completing the questionnaire by cue to
all members of a class. Most expressed how much they enjoyed reading the maga-
zine and hoped to continue receiving copies: Some reiterated their specific
likes or dislikes and/or suggested changes. The following comments from dif=
fereut schools znd grade levels exemplify some cf the more specific statements
made. "I used it in the lecture period in silence and it seemed very iiterest-
ing because it taught things that I didn't even imagine existed and I think
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poems. 1 liked them a lot and wish to study them because we iearn to read and
write." "I liked the 'Happy Bee' because it was very interesting and the poems
because they were very beautiful.” "I think that it helped us to help animals
and take care of them:." "It was very interesting: My classmates and I know
words we didn't know or understand and looked them up In the dictioaarty; but
it was very interesting and I used them over and over again:" '"I think the
magazine has to be printed because it's the only one in Spanish:"

Two $chool Questionnaires were received; ome completed by a teacher in
one c¢f the elementary schools and one by the junior high schocl principal.
Both were very familiar with the English edition of Ranger Rick and liked it

High school. The various features of tha presefit issie were rated as "liked
¥+ 3~,.m" by the junior high school principal. Although not speaking Spanish
hiriselt, he reported that tae teachers had told him that they liked thz Spanis:n
version very much. The elementary school teacher said he/she liked the inter-
est level of the stories and the pictures very much, liked the vocabulary and
variety; but aiéiiké&féﬁé games: When asked what chey liked most; the teacher

games were ''difficult and dull" and suggested they be changed: Both respondents
had discussed the magazine with their students and reported they also enjoyed it.
althiough they indicated there were no similar Spanish materials in the

to purchase relevant materials. Given the enthusiastic reaction they and their
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students had to the magazine and a perceivec need for additional Spanish mate-
rials, they both recommended its continued use. The elementary school teacher
recomnmended it for 5th— and 6th-grade students in Language Arts, Science; and
Spanish, and responded that it "would bée well received by the student and
would be of value in teaching Science." Also, he/she perceived its potential
value for the bilingual programs in the Spanish component of the science pro-

high school principal recommended its continued use for 7th- and 8th-grade
students in Spanish classes as well as for those in the bilingual, ESL, or
transitional programs. He enthusiastically stated; "{e would use a Spanish
edition. My teachers say it would be valuable and that they would use it."
In a later comment he added; 'My teachers enjoyed this edition. We would order
Spanish copies and use them: Do igtte

Teacher Questionnaires were completed for all six participating classes.

In reporting the results; I have separated those from tt: :clementary school
and the junior high schaol. As will be noted, there was considerable variation
within these groups in students' skills and attitudes as well as in teachers’
uses and attitudes toward this edition of Ranger Rick:

In the one elementary school only 56% to 70% of the 4th-grade stidents
were described as Hispanic and as speaking Spanish in their homes; in the
other school at least 86% were Hispanic in both the 4th-grade and combined
Sth- and 6th~grade classes, although a slightly lower percentage (71% to 85%)

of the older group were described as speaking Spanish in their homes. In the

well" or "pretty well" (40% in each category), 50% were described as reading
y :

it "pretry well;" and 43% "sor »." but the majority (83%) were rated as

§2
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able to write it only "somewhat:" In contrast to students in many other partic-

ipating classes; they were more proficient in English: Although the class

comprised an equal percentage of students who spoke English and Spanish HVéfy

well"” or "pretty well" (40% each), a majority also were rated as reading
and writing Luglish "Very well" or "pretty well" (30% and 35%; and 20% and 35%,
respectively). In the other elementary school, 22% of the 4th-grade students
were rated as speaking épéﬁiéﬁ'x;éfy well"™ and 64% as "pretty well", 53% were
rated as reading it "pretty well" and 33% as "somewhat", and 66% were described
as writing it "hardly at all." With the possible exception of writing skill,
they were somewhat léss proficient in English, with 14% and 39% rated as
speaking and reading English 'very well" or “pretty well," respectively, and
52% able to write it "somewhat' or "hardly at all" (26% each); however, the
teacher was unable to rate 18% of the students on their writing skill. The

Students in the combined 5th- and 6th-grade class reportedly had similar
as speaking and reading it "very well" and "pretty well;" respectively); but

they were somewhit more advanced in their Spanish writing skills than the
4th graders as 10% and 30% were rated as writing "very well" and "pretty
well," tespectively, and only 40% as "hardly at all." Similarly, 50% were

30%, respectively for each), with parallel percentages of 10% and 30% obtained
for proficiency i writing English. Students in both 4th-grade classes were
enrolled in bilingual programs; the 5th- and 6th-grade students were in an ESL
For the one 4th-grade class the magazine was used for more than 90 minutes
during Social Studies and Language Arts periods: The teacher read five of the
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articles, including the two on dinosaurs since thcy were currently studying
them. Half of the words had to be transiated as well as the general ideas for
the non-Spanish speaking students in the class. he

grade teacher spent 61 to 75 minutes during Spanish periods. The students read
the "Build a Boxosaurus" and puzzle pages, and the teacher read the remaining
”””” This teacher commented, "I wanted

to see whit motivated students more: I wanted to see their reactions +ind par-
ticipation in the discussions." The combined 5th- and 6th-grade group used the
magazine for 61 to 75 minutes during a morning reading period and the 6th-grade
read the "Search for Supersaurus" and hedgehog stories in front of the class;
The teacher
reported translating a few of the words. Both 4th~grade teachers used the

Activity Cuide, the "Diversion con fosiles' and "Recorrido por el museo" in
y , P

she class and as background information in the other; and found the Guide at

least somewhat helpful: Each teacher; however; recommended changes--the ifclu-

sion of more suggestions and that it be geared to the Language Art program:
Each of the teachers had different preferences. One especially tiked

the detaiied information on removing anthropological discoveries from the

thought the pictures were "great" and the subjects of high interest:
aiso indicated differe~ magazine features as liked least. One 4th-grade
teacher smecified the vocabulary because "it becarie very tedious when you had
to translate practically every other word." The other 4th-grade teacher

thought the puzzles were very difficult; unattractive; and dull. In rating
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the various magazine features; all three teachers said the vocabulary was
difficult and "somewhat inappropriate.'" ... 4th-grade teacher thought the

one noting that they were exciting, the teacher for thie older wi454 reiterated
that tliey were difficult and dull and rated then as "very inappropriate.' All
three teachers found the pictiires very attractive, with two rating them as
"Very appropriate" and one as "appropriate."

Based on these reactions, the three teachers had various suggested changes

for future issues. Despite the difficulty experienced with the wocabulary, the

timited vocabul.r : the children they would never be exposed to the rich
Spanish vocabula. y it '.ow contains:" The other 4th-grade teacher; however,
nanes of the characters because it was difticult for the limited=English stu-
dents to pronounce them. In addj:ion to more simplified vocabulary, the teacher
for the 5th- and 6th-grade students ~scommended more atiractive and easier
puzzles and fewer or no spei.ling errors.

I describing their s:tudents' reactions to the hagaziﬁéi the one 4th-grade
teacher noted that the students "loved the pictures and stories; scemed quite
interested, asked many questions and told of their ows experiences that they
thought paralleled the stories:" 1In acdition, "they were atte:tive and rurio s
at the museum." The teacher for the Sth- and 6th-grade students also reéociied
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like the pictures and choice of subjects most. Although the other &4th-grade
teacher also reported that the students liked the pictures most, they were
described as only somewhat engaged because tae reading level was somewhat dif-
ficult for them: Despite the enthusiasm and involvement described for the

oiie 4thi-prade class; that teacher also noted that the students became frus-
trated at not being able to tollow the reading by themselves. Not surprisingly;
given carlier comments; the students in the combined Sth- and 6th- grade class
were described as liking least the puzzles. Only the students in the one 4th-
grade class were described as doing further follow-up activities. "They loved
to look at the pictures and they tried to do the art projects alone." A1l

vrelatively brief exposu’ 2 to the magazine as evidenced by their interest in the

tibrary, but there were no similar spanish materials in the schoois: fhe

feachers in the one school viewed the present Spanish issue of Ranger Rick as

somewhat different from their students' regular school materials because of

natuie:” fThe 4th-grade teacher in the other school used a very different basis
for rating the magazine as "very slightly" different. "It sounds l1ike: somecne
their own age having these experiencas which makes it easier for them tc relate

(o than when you read it out of » Look. 1hi« keeps the children's attention

for a longer period of time:"

In commenting on its edicational value, "'+ one 4th-grade teacher replied.

Wt could be very useful, but they r ust be used with a great deal of guidance.
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Children get lost in the vocabulary guite fast because miost of thése children
who come to school speaking mostly Spanish have a very limited vocabulary;

they have seldom been exposed to the vocabulary found in books. They usually
use the least sophisticated words that are necessary for commuiiicating." The

tional and enrichment material." When asked to comment on the potential use

nf & Spanish edition of Ranger Rick in bilingual,; ESL; or other instructional

languages so that we could use it (in bilingual programs) For Social Studies,
Laiguage, and Science. In ESL programs I would use it in Enplish to teach the
children vocabulary and expression.” In the other school the &4th-grade teache

leve: of the magazir . 7ihus despite their general favorable ridction to the

Arts, Science, Spanish, and Social Studies. Even this recommendation was fodi-
fied to state, "If tiie vocabulary continue¢ to be as Gifficult, I wou.d move
it to higher grades.”" The uther 4tl-grade teacher responded, 'No, Lecause i
was too hard," and the tea her for the combined 5th- and 6th-grade group was

w o~ rtain.  From the comments described, an edition with simplified v:cabulary

would have been endorsed? by these teachers also.
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Teacheé- Questionnaires were completed for the three combined 7th-= and 8Bth-
grade classes from the junior high school. In two of the classes; at least

tliese was an ESL class and one was comprised of students in a transitional
prograii. The third class consisted of limited English-speaking transitional
students, 71% to 85% of whom w3re Hisparic, but a much smiller percentage of
theii (25% to 40%) reportedly spcke Spanish in their homes. Less than 25% of
this class were in a bilingual or ESL program. All of the stiidents in tlie

first two classes were described as speaking Spanish "very t.11"; all of the
students in the transitional class and 75% of those in the ESL class also were
described as reading and writing:Spanish "very <ell." Students in the limited
English-speaking class were rated as speaking and readiug Spanish "pretty
well" aad writing it "somewhat." The English language skitis of tiie students

in these three classes were reversed. All of thke ESL students were described

My

4s speaking; reading; and writing English "hardly at all." Although 85% of
the transitional program studeuts were rated as speaking and writing English
"somewhat" (50%) or "hardly at all" (35%), 75% rep. -tedly vould read English
“pretty well." Students in tha limited English-speaking class, however, were
" described as speaking and reading English "very well" and writing it "pretty
well,"
Given differences in student and teacher characte-istics, the magazine
was vsed differently in the three clzsses. For tiie transitional program stu-

students used thie entire magazine on their <wn dnd o translation was | -ovided.

Six of the articles wric read to the 5L class over inore than a 90-minuiz

m

intrrval: Theili teacher noted that the students expressed interest in iraving
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these parts read orally during the regular reading program. He/she commented,

"Ordinarily we do not read Spanish materials during reading period in out ESL

class. We did this to better Fill out the questionnaire." Again, no transla-

tion was provided. More than 90 minutes were also spent with the magazine for
the limited tnglish-speaking students. The teacher read three of the articles

(the twe on dinosaurs and the one on solar energy) during Spanish class and

transiated a few words. Nooe of the teachers used the Activity Guide:

One teacher did not respond to what he/she liked most, but one of the other
teachers mentioned the dinosaurs, and the third one said he/she especially

liked the way in which facts and concepts were presented. Ncne of them indi-

vocabulary a little difficult: In rating the various magazine features, the

the voczbulary and nictires a

"very appropriate' a-d che topics and games as
"appropriate."

Aill the teachers described their students as ackively zng.iped when the
magazine was used. Two did not specify what their students veimrd to like most

or least, but the ESL teacher reported that the stucents said chey liked the
many interesting stories, although a few had trouble with the vocabulary ais
refused to read orally in class. Ouly ouc teacher sa.d tihe studerts did further

iiapdzine-related acrivities, but these wer: - specifizd. All the -eachers

also perceivid tieir students as having learnce iIrom the expericrce, but only

)
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the one teacher elaborated further--''they found the stories iﬁtéféstiﬁg and
told thcir parents about them:"

None of the teachers knew if the Engl_.sh edition of Ranger Rick was in
their school nor had any of them read it before. Also; none of them were
aware of any similar Spanish materials in the school. They all viewed the

ise, the other two teachers recommended that it be continued ir 7th and 8th
grade, with one teacher specifying its use for Science and Spanish classes:
This same teacher commented; "It would be a rnew experience for most of chese
students, but at least they'll get exposed to s~ Zferent." ne ESL

s must be

o

teacher responded; ‘'Instruction as well as m-=ier. 1 an £5L cla.

in English since it is the use of the English language that we are trying to

teach. The English edition would be too difficult fo: our ESL students since
the vocabulary we use is a controlled vocabulary.' Comienting later, however,

Ranger Rick for these students. 'We have a l5-minute period set aside in our

school for siient reading. The ESL studernts, of course, must read materials
in Spanish since they are very limited in English. The Ranger Rick magazir:

A site visit was made to the junior high school in El Gentro sincaz it was
the only srhicol in the Imperial Valley sample that served upper-elem=zntary
grade students. Upon arriving at the school; the principal met with me

briefly. He was very enthusiastic about the prograam; but said he did not want

.
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to ¢iscuss specific reactions since he feit ‘lie teachers and students could do
that better. He then brougiit W t» one of the participating classes which was
located o thé second floor. While the teacher continoed working at the "oard;
he introduced me to the Hispanic aide sitting :n the back of the room and

explained the p.irpose of my visit. Also, he asked her to accompany me later

from Mexico and had very limited skills in English.

aAfter he ieft; the teacher concluded the lesson and came over to introduce
herseif: Since the principal had previously inforined her of my visit, she

expressed their pleasure in the various stories (particularly the dinosaurs)

English and Spanish:

Foliowing my discussion with this clas.; the aide brought me to an ESL
ciass for 7th- and 8th-grade students. Since the teacher was home ill; the
ciass was baing supervised by a young male teacher with limited Spanish skills.
After introducing mysslf and explaining the purpose of my visit, I asked for

. snaral comments and eactions. Several students offered facts that they had
learned, and & male student described one of the stories in detAil. This

having the magazine available in Spanish. ' In tater discussion with the aide,
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she explained that these students, in contrast to the previous class visited,
were recent rrrivals from Mexico and were fluent in Spanish. Given the rigo-

rous curriculum in most Mexican elefientary schools, they were advarced in both

oral and reading skills: Consequently, she predicted they would have little
difficulty learning English and there was no '"danger" in having them continue to

Bafore leaving (deleted) Junior High; I met again briefly with the principal.

are essentially nonexistent for bilingual programs. In closing, he said; "Just
tetl! National Wildiife we're recady éé.scén as they are:. When they announce
another Spanish issue; just include an orie:r form with the announcement:"
Results from the questionuaive response:x aznd site visit interviews indi-

cated that students and staff in this smsil California town generally found the

magazine enjoyable and useful. Some of the elementary school students; however;

fc .nd the vocabulary too difficult; and the'r teachers did not recommend con-
tinued use of a Spanish edition. Some juiiior High school students found the
report indicated, the juujor high principai strongly endorsed its contiriation

duc to the lack of appjropriate science marterials for Spunish-speaking students.

I
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in these two sites in part reflect the difference iu the perce:tage of Hispanic
families in the area (45% in El Centro vs. 90% ir <:izxico) and the very dif-
ferent sociocultural context. El Certro is a growing industrial area with
businessmen flying in ‘' to the local airport. The emphasis on English
competency for employsi~bl #:ffers, therefore, from Calexico where business
psople must deal daily with the large number of Mexican visitors.

Long Beacii. The Assistant Director of Researc:: for the Lonmg Beach
study. The resulting Loag Beach sampie comprised students from two elementary
schosls in this urban community neighboriig Los Angeles. One school served
920 students, 53% of whom were Hispanic; ir. pra-kindergarten through sixth

grade: They were described as penerally performing at one-half to one or more
grade levels below their expected grade level on standardized reading achieve-
ment tests and as coming frem families whose household heads were employed in
skilled or unskiiled; nonfarm labor jobs (40% each). Tha cther school also
comprised students in pre-kindergarten through sixth grade, but figures on
enrollment size and nercentage of Hispanic students Were\ﬁbt provided: ¢n the
average, students were desciibed as performing at one-half to one grade level
beinw national norms on reading achievement tests, and most came from very
economically disadvantaged families (60% of household heads were in unskililed;
Forty-four students from thece two schools responded to the Student

Questionnaire:. Three groups particiz ~=d from the one schocl--a >th gréde, a

6ch grade; and a comb’ned 3rd- and 4th-grade group of 8, 12, and 13 students,
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respectively. Onty one combined 4th- and Sth-grade class of 11 students
participated from the second school: Based on the 40 studsnrs wiy pvovided
ééi;iééﬁEifiééEién information, 53% of the sample were females and 39% males:
The ﬁﬁé&&ﬁiﬁéﬁéé of girts was primarity due to on~ class with eight of eteven
students female. Half of the sample said they had seen the Engiish edition of

Ranger Rick; and 19 of these 22 said they had seen it in school: Ten of them

reported seeing it only orce; with five seeing it two to four times; and the
remainder five or more :times; all but oce said they liked it. With the excep~

4th-and S5th-grade group.

Approsimatély three=quartsrs (73%) of the students said they spoke Spanish
at home; but only 53% said they could read Spanish "pretty well” (30%) or "very
well” (23%). Thi. ‘y-nine percent said they could read it "a little bit," and
77 said they could "not read it at all." As might be expected, the majority
of those who reported that tiiey could read it very wetl were in the 6th-grade
class; and the three students who said they could not read it at &il were in

the two youngest groups. Similariy,; 45% of the students reported that the

Spanish in the magazine w:s "easy;" 30% that ic was '"meither difficult nor
easy," and 23% that it was "Jifficult.” A&lthough seven of the ten who founa
it iifficult were in the tw¢ youngest groups; 14 of the 20 who said it was

easy also were in th2se zame two classszs. In only the youngest class did the
teachar reportedly read the magazine to ai' the students; a&nd for this same
class and alsc the 6th-grade class the teacher reportedly translated at least

some of the wrrds.
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Approximately half of the students (48%) said they did further magazine-
related activities in school; these 21 students comprised the entire combined
3rd- and 4thi-grade group, three-fourths of the 5th-grade class; and two Stu-

looking at fossils; and the two studenis from the combined 4th- and Sth-grade

group said they read the "Ranger Rick snd His Friends" story. Only two students

school; with the one student saying he/she had read all the book and the other

not providing fuvther information. Aalso, only five students (or 11% of the

sample) stated they had discussed ihe iagazine with their families and/or

rie 's. The two from the youngest group indicated the "Green Velvet Princess"

i

atsivy only one of the three 6th-grade students responded further and that
youth said that he/she had discussed 'where I read:"

In describing what they had learned; 27% of the students listed specific
facts, whereas 14% only reported story titles or topics. Nine percent each
said they learned bout nature ard animals and/or About scientific methods, and
7% rererred to comservation:. A few studeuts mentioned learning about scien-
tific topics such as solar enmergy and fossils, being motivated to read and .learn
more, and learnming to care for animals and not to be afraid. One student also

different responses in the "v.aei" category were: "I learned mot to be afraid

3 ' E;E;
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"""" ' and "I learned that it's fum to read:"
As might be expected; the 6th graders listed more story facts and the youngest

group gave the most vague responses.

When asked what they liked most; the "Green Velvet Princess" and "Ranger
Rick and His Friends" stories were mentioned most (by 20% and 18% of the sample,
respectively). Eight of the nine studeits who selected the "Green Velvet

Princess" story, however, cawme from ihd combired 3rd- and 4th—-grade class,

whereas ""Raanger Rick and Hi ends" was mentioned in theé three other classes.

votes. When asked what they liked least, the most common response (by 36%)
was "I liked everything." The next most frequent respoise, the '"Search for
Supersaurus" story, was given by only four 5th-grade students (or 9% of the
sample), followed by the "April Foolers' and hedgehogs artic izs (7% each).

With the exception of the "Search fcr Supersaurus' story, no category was
mentioned more than twice in any class. Since one class did not rate the
various magazine features; and seven additional students did not resrond to

this item or gave indeterminate responses,; percentages bosed on the total sam-—
ple would be misicading: For the 31 remaining students, 74% said they liked
the stories and pictures; the vocabulary, variety; and games were liked by 51%,
48%; and 45%, respectively. Although the photo - ' . - checked as "liked"
by all students who responded and the stories rc. - . v one "dislike"

rating, the vocabulary and variety .oth received four “disiike" ratiiics, and

the games, seven. In commenting on differences between the Ranger Rick magazine
and rheir other school materials, the students noted most the inclusion a5
particular articles such as the dinosaur stories, the focus on na’re and
animals; the colorful pictures, use of Spanish, attractive forrat, and their

enjoyment with it. Also noted were the magazine's variety and size:

g
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to continue receiving the magazine; with another 11% who said tliey did not care.

An approximately equal percentage of the total sample preferred to receive it

only in English or Spanish (32% vs. 30%, respectively); 14% expressed a prefer-
ence for receiving it in both languages. Most of the "English only" choices
however; were made by the youngest group which also had expressed the greatest

difficulty reading Spanish. More students preferred to use Ranger Rick in

school rather than at home (48% vs. 34%); and this was generally consistent

in future issues. Two in the youngest group wanted it easier, one student
wanted the hippopotamus picture deleted, and the other did not specify the

were recommended most; with the 4th; 5th;, and 6th grade recommended by 45%;

O
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36%; and 34% of the students, respectively:. Their additional comments after

appreciation for receiving the magazine. Two students who were articulate
in English also commented: "My sister is learning Spanish and she tried to
read it. It was a good learning experience for her"; and "I think this Spanish

edition of Ranger Rick is a good idea for Spanish people."
School Questionnaires were completed for both schools, one by a teacher
and the other by the school's bilingual specialist. Both indicated that the

English edition of Ranger Rick was currently in their schools. One school had

it in the library and the other was using two issues in the primary grades,
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and had liked it a lot). The one teacher liked all the various features very
much; the other teacher liked the pictures very much and also liked the Vétiéty
and interest level of the stories; but he/she disliked the vocabulary and games
as being a little too difficult and requiring a little too much Specialized
Vocabulary, respectively. The one teacher liked most the stories and pictures
and did not comment on anything liked least or on desired changes. The bilingual
specialist liked most the "good variety of articles" and the "high quality trans-
lation,” but noted, "For our students (inner city) the ideas were good but the
vocabulary reeds to be a little easier.” He/she also suggested the addition

Gf activities to help reinforce the scientific vocabulary presented: Both

English newspaper from San Diego which, though different from Ranger Rick in

O
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Ranger Rick is for bilingual situations." The other teacher noted that the

content; was similar in use as supplementary material in Spanish. Both viewed

a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick as having educational value, the one succinctly
stating "excellent," and the other elaborating that it provides "educational
materials in Spanish to help develop concepts and vocabulary im (the student's)
primary language." The bilingual specialist perceived its potential as supple-

mentary material for bilingual but not ESL programs: "ESL is English: Spanish

magazine would be very good for childreun im monolingual Spanish programs;

and science materials.' 1In general, then, these teachers were very positive in
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levéls and in different subject areas: The one teacher recommended it be used
in 3rd- through 6th-grade Language Arts and Science, and the other that it be
used not only in those two subject areas; but also in Spanish for 4th= through
6th-grade students. |

All the participating teachers completed the Teacher Questionnaire. The
information they provided indicated diversity within and across schools in
students' Spanish and English competencies and in the extent and manner of
the magazine's use:

in the school with three participating classes, at least 86% of the stu-
dents in the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade group were described as Hispanic and
as speaking Spanish in their homes. They were rated as speaking Spanish "very
well" and reading and writing it "somewhat;" but as éﬁéékiﬁg English only
Ngomewhat" and reading and writing it "hardly at alit:" All were in bilingual,

were Hispanic and reportedly spoke Spanish in their l.omes. These students
were described as _speaking Spanish "very well;" reading it "pretty well," and
and/or transitional program. In contrast; only 56% to 70% of the 6th-grade
class comprised Hispanic students and fewer reportedly spoke Spanish in their
homes (41% to 55%): Consistent with these data, although 60% were rated as
speaking Spanish "very well," 30% were described as speaking it "hardly at
"hardly at all." Ninety percent reportedly could write it only 'somewhat" or

"hardly at all" (60% and 30%, respectively). Similarly, they were described

39.
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as more proficient in English than were students in the other two classes.
Sixty percent reportedly could spezk it "very well;" and 50% and 30%; féspéél
tively, could read and write it "pretty well." There were those; however; who
coild hardly perform any of these skills (20%; 30%; and 30%, raspectively).

The teacher for the youngest group used it during Science for 61 to
75 miniutes:. He/she chose to read the "Green Velvet Princess" story because if
was “easier and organized enough for me to want to use it in a lesson,” and
transiated a few words. 1In the Sth-grade class it was used by the bilingual
speciaiist for Spanish reading. More than 90 minutes were Spent on five of
the articles; but none were read by the teacher nor any of the words translated:
It was réi's'o' used during Reading period for the 6th-grade group, with 46 to 60
minutes spent on the "Sea Poems" and 'Ranger Rick and His Friends" story. The

All three teachers said they liked best the photographs; one also men-

tioned the articles. The teacher for the youngest group liked least the
difficulty level and recommended that the magazine be made easier. One of

the other teachers mentioned the scientific vocabulary and thé third commented
that some transiations of names seemed awkward (e.g., Dinosaurios Jim), but
neither of these teachers recommended any changes. In rating the various
magazine features; they all stated the vocabulary was too difficult and rated
of the teachers as "somewhat inappropriate" (''over their heads'"); the third
teacher did not rate them:. The story topics were described as too hard and

therefore "somewhat inappropriate" for the youngest group; but the other two
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priate."
The students in all three classes were described as actively engaged when

were easy to look at and pretty"; "The pictiures really sparked their interest
Yy P y sp

to read more about the article.") The Sth-grade teacher also noted that the
students especially liked the "Search for Supersaurus" article as reflected in
their comments. Only the 6th-grade teacher mentioned anything the students
iiked least——the vocabulary because it was very difficalt for them to read.

and the pictires they drew to describe a butterfly's life cycle.

Two teachers described Ranger Rick as "somewhat different' from the sto-
‘dents' usual instructional material; one because it "dealt with specifics and
we work with generalizations in nature," and the other because "we have a need
for supplementary reading material in Spanish, Science, and Social Studies."
The third teacher did not respond to this item. Although the English edition
of Ranger Rick was in the school being used in the primary grades and all three

teachers had read it at least several times, with two of them liking it a lot

and one a little, they reported no similar Spanish materials in the school. 1In
this Spanish edition of Ranger Rick,; they all recommended its future use at
several grade levels in different subject areas. Their responses varied, how-
ever, in part apparently due to the different age levels and subjects taught.

The teacher for the youngest group recommended it be used for Language Arts and

:iiji_?_:
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4th=~ through 6th-grade Language Arts; Spanish, and Science classes; and the
6th-grade teacher recommended it be used with 6th-, 7th-, and 8th-grade students
in Language Arts and Science. In describing its potential educational value,
they commented: ''This is great, but very difficuit. If you make it easier; I
,,,,,,,,,,, .

their homes. Fifty percent were described as &peaking Spanish "very well,"
but only 25% as reading and writing it that well. Although 40% were rated as
speaking; Eéaaiﬁgj and writing English "very well," another 30% could perform
these skills "hardly at all." This teacher used Ranger Rick during Language
Arts, Science, and Spanish with monolingual Spanish students to read on their
own. Five articles were used over several periods comprising more than 90

Miniutes; no translation was done: This teacher; too; did not use the Activity

could do independently in the classroom:

This teacher was very enthusiastic about the magazine and liked most that
it provided good material for monolingual Spanish children. There was nothing
games which were rated as "somewhat inappropriate," the other featiires were

rated as "very appropriate." The students also were described as liking the
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magazine. They reportedly were actively engaged when it was used and appeared

and smiling at the pictures:') The teacher said he/she did not know what they

might have liked least. The students' recall of facts also provided evidence

The teacher viewed the magazine as 'very different'" from the students' reg-
ular school materials since it provided good science material. Although the
English edition of Ranger Rick was available in the library; he/she had ot

read it and liked the present issue a lot; "especially Since it's in Spanish:"

Gived the lack of similar Spanish materials in the school and the enthusiasm

classes: He/she viewed its potential educational value as excellent because
monolingual Spanish students need good féadiﬁg and Science materials (''There

is a very limited amount of such materials (especially science) for the new
arriving students in upper grades"). The teacher's enthusiasm for the magazine
ilsc was evidenced in the comments made at the complefion of the questionnaire.
Not only did he/she wish to order a cubstiiption for the class; but volunteered
any further help we might need from a bilingual classroom.

forfiia comminity, the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick was not only generally
enjoyeds but apparently helped serve a definite need for appropriate scierce
materials while providing useful supplementary material for other subject
areas. The large differences in Spanish literacy; however; siggested the need
for a broader range of vocabulary level in future issies. A similar greater

Jud |
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Los Angeles. Three Los Angeles schools participated in the study: two

elementary schools and one junior high school. Although site visits were made

one school:. This school; an elementary school in the northeast area of Los
Angeles, at the time of the study served 890 students in kindergarten through
6th grade; 87% of whom were Hispanic: Although no statistics were provided on
their families' socioeconomic backgrounds; the principal had noted during the
site visit that there is considerable transiency among the school population

Angeles. Students were described as performing one-half to one grade level

Two classes participated: one a 4th-grade class with 20 students and the
of those in the total sample who identified their sex were girls and 44% were

boys). Only two students, both 5th graders, had seen the English edition of

Ranger Rick before. Both said they saw it in school; but they did not indicate
their frequency of use or whether they Iiked it: All but two Stﬁdgﬁté reported
speaking Spanish in their homes; but only 28% described themselves as reading
Spanish "very well"; 35% said they read it "pretty well," 23% "a little bit,"
and 14% 'mot at aii." Although 63% stated that the Spanish in the magazine

was "easy," 26% found it difficult, and 12% said it was "neither easy nor

difficuict.” Despite these similar patterns in both classes, in one class (the

he/she did not. 1In both classes; the teactier translated at least some of the
words; the 4th grade reported their teacher translated most of the words;
whereas the Sth-grade class gave varied amounts, with most responding that

only a few words had been translated.
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school, and they did not elaborate further. Similarly, few students (six 5th
graders) reported doing any further work outside school, but with the exception
of two students; no further specification was provided. One of these two

the total sample; said they discussed the magazine with families and/or friends.
The most frequently mentioned articles were the dinosaur and the "Green Velvet
Princess'" stories.

scientific methods. Several in this 5th—grade group, however, said they had
Jearned nothing: When asked what they liked most; the articles on solar energy,
and the “Search for Supersaurus" and "Green Velvet Princess" stories were men-

tioned most (by 37%, 26%; and 16% of the total sample, respectively); the ''Search

dinosaur story was the only one mentioned more than twice--by 7 students; or
167 of the sample, with six of the seven from the 4th grade: In general; few
students tééﬁbﬁdéd‘tb this item, and eight Sth-grade students said they liked
everything.

In ranking the various features of the magazine; only pictures and stories

received a majority of "like' responses (67%Z and 53%, respectively); followed

by vocabulary (44%), variety (42%), and games (21%). The low ratings are due
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in part to the fact that for this item and those following many of the 5th-grade

stodents did mot respond; but we do not know if this was due to disinterest,
difficulty in understanding the directions for the item, insufficient time,
and/or other factors: With the exception of the games; the majority of the
4th graders liked the various features; 14 of them (70%), however; rated the
games as "neither liked nor disliked:" The fact that the magazine was in

most frequently mentioned differences (49% and 40% overall) when comparing the
magazine with their usuzl school materials, bit again, these results are due

to the 4th-grade responses. All 4th graders mentiorned the magazine being in
Spanish and 17 commented on the pictures. The 5th graders gave only six respon-
ses, including three vague replies such as "it's different in other things" or

"in everything:."

receiving the magazine (63%) is also misleading due to the fact that iess than

half of the 5th-grade class responded to this item:. Nineteen of the 20 4th-—
grade students said "§éé“; and one said he/she ''did not ééEé“; whereas eight
Sth graders said "yes's one said "mo"; and one said "don't care"; and the
remaining 13 students did not respond to the item: The 4th-grade students
expressed a strong preference for receiving the magazine in both English and
Spanish (17 vs. 4 for Spanish only and 3 for English only). Only five 5th
graders specified any preference; three favored a Spanish edition; two an
English edition, and one désited having both English and Spanish editions

available. The majority of 4th graders preferred to use it in school rather

than at home (15 vs. 8), whereas approximately an equal niumber of those 5th
graders responding desired to use it in each place (5 vs: 4).
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Only nine students (21%), eight of them &4th graders; said they would like
to see aﬁy changes made in the magazine. Seven mentioned specific articles
(three each the dinosaur and "Green Velvet Princess” stories and one the "April
Foolers" feature) and one gave a vague response; the one 5th-grade student who
axpressed a desire for change requested "some fun things to do." 1In addition,
magazine by at least someone ifi both classes. The 4th grade listed the 3rd

home; only 41% to 55% of the Sth-grade class were described as being in a
bilingual or ESL program. Most of the SEB-éEQ&é students were described as
speaking, reading, and writing Spanish 'pretty well" (8C%, 55%, and 50%, respec-
tively), with another 15% and 10% each rated as speaking; reading, and writing
it "very well." 1In contrast to the majority of students in many of the other

study sites, these students could also speak; read, and write English at least

and an additiomal 35% ''pretty well": 50% of them were rated as reading and

writing it "pretty well" and an additional 10% "very well."
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Both classes used the magazine during Science period; the 4th-grade class
for an unspecified amount of time; and the Sth-grade class for 45 to 60 minutes.

yard Dinosaurs?," and "Green Velvet Princess" stories; and although he/she
translated most of the words, none of the stories were read to the students.
The 5th-grade teacher read eight articles he/she thought would interest the

students. Neither teacher used the Activity Giide, although the Sth-grade

teacher noted he/she had tried to and desired the inclusion of more specific
questions about the articles.
These teachers differed crnsiderably in their reaction to the magazine.

The 4th-grade teacher perceived the various features as "appropriate” and liked

recommended changes when first asked, but the 4th-grade teacher later commented
that he/she would like the magazine to be bilingual.

Both teachers described their students as actively engaged while the maga-
zine was being used. The 4th=grade students were described as liking the
pictires most ("they kept wandering through the book'). The 5th-grade stiidents
reportedly liked the dinosairs most. Neither group was described as liking
anything least. Although the 4th-grade teacher felt the students had learned
as indicated by their recall of facts, the Sth-grade teacher responded that
he/she did not know:

The 4th-grade teacher perceived the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick as 'very

Jowed |
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whereas the 5th-grade teacher perceived it as "somewhat different” by providing
enrichment. Although both reported there were no similar Spanish materials in

recommended its continued use im 3rd through 6th grade in Language Arts, Science;
and Spanish; whereas the 5th-grade teacher did not fecommend its continued use:
The 4th-grade teacher perceived the potential value of a Spanish edition for

bilingual classes—-"Great for science; reading; and quiet reading." He/she also
felt the pictures would be useful for ESL students. The S5th-grade teacher;
however, felt that the magazine would need to be simplified "because of the

and/or teachers' attitudes; skills, and prior experiences is unknown. The
site visit report from this school elaborated om these differences and provided
some insight into possible causes.

in my visiting the school: We discussed the school population and bilingual

program. The school is 85% Hispanic; with 250 of the 900 Hispanic students
classified as having limited English proficiency. Although there are five

piace for many arrivals to Los Angeles. The school building is an old one and
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overcrowded. Unlike many other schools in the Los Angeles area which have
decreasing enrollments, the enrollmént at this school has increased, and stii-

dents are on a double shift.

participating in the study, one a 5th grade on the second floor and the other

a 4th grade located in an adjacent bungalow unit. Both teachers had been
alerted to my visit. I first visited the 5th-grade classroom. Immediately
upon entering the room the teacher; a middie-aged Angio woman; took me aside

to tell me she did not like using the magazine and that it was of little

interest to the students in her ciass: She pointed out that most of the stu-

dents in this class were at a 3rd-grade reading level and the magazine was

time. The teacher then motioned me to one of the four tables in the room

where I could sit with a group of seven students. The students, five girls
and two boys, were noncommunicative at first, but slowly became more attentive
and interested in my questions. Several boys from another table joined our
groip, and students at other tables stopped their work to add comments to what
was being said. Most of the students reported they liked the magazine and had
looked at a number of different parts, but little enthusiasm was expressed.
One girl, who reportedly had recently arrived from Puerto Rico, said she liked
the magazine very much and had read atl of it. Several students found the

("I can't read Spanish.") When asked whether they preferred to have the maga-
zine in Spanish or English; the majority said they preferred it in English.
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I next visited the fourth-grade bilingual class:. The teacher was a young,
described those parts that had been used so far: She was varticularly enthusi-
astic about the Story of the caterpillar turning into a butterfly. The maga-
zines were lept on the clasmtroom sheif because she thought they would be 'great"
to use throughout the year. She also desciibed how the guestionnaires had been
administered: She had presented each question in bLoth English and Spanish;

""" hasizing they were to answer
it "because it was easy." The teacher noted that the vocabulary level was a
little difficult, but mainly because the students were used to more colloquial
Spanish: Also; a few stiudents could not read Spanmish:. For these students,
had tramsiated the ideas and then let them use the magazine as they could.
The teacher expressed her belief in the importance of having the students
maintain their Spanish skills, and both Spanish and English are used on a
regular basis for instruction.:

We then oined a table of eight girls to discuss their reactions to tlie

gles. With encouragement from the teacher,; they became more verbal. They
expressed considerable enjoyment with the magazine, both for its stories and

showing it or discussing it with their parents. Following this discussion the

teacher elaborated further on reactions to the magazine. She noted that some
students express a preference for English because their parents stress the
importance of having them learn English. As one parent told her; "Just tell me

if she doesn't do her English, and I'1l get on her case." Thus this teachet
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predicted mixed parental reactions to havinp # fpanish magazine in the classroom.
As for herself, she feels such materials are very important and needed. Also,

could compare words and show students how words are not translated literatltly.
Upon returning to the school office, the principal brought me to an

adjacent room to meet the bilingual coordinator. After thanking her for her

discussed her reactions to the magazine. She was very enthusiastic, saying
she loved the magazine with its variety of stories and excellent photographs.

challenge the students: She preferred,; however; that the magazine be in both
Spanish and English--in successive sections; not side by side. In commenting
on the classes I visited; she noted that the 5Sth-grade students were at or above

magazine. The "Puerto Rican" girl in that class who was so enthusiastic about

graduate study at UCLA. The coordinator also noted that the teacher for the

fth-grade bilingual class at the last moment did not use the materials. I ex-

them. I then retutned to the principal’s office to express my appreciation for

a very pleasant and informative visit, and he arranged for a cab to take me to
my next appointment:
Despite the predominant enthusiastic acceptance of the new Spanish Ranger

between instructional materials and teacher behaviors. These materials are not

I ]
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"teacher-proof". The contrasting vlassroom experiences demonstrated the impor—
tani influence teacher attitudes and teacher-student interactions have on
students' attitudes and behaviors:

Following a 15-minute cab ride from (deleted); I arrived mid—morning at
(deleted) Elementary School in the Highland Park area of north Los Angeles to
meet with the bilingual coordinator: We discussed the Spanish Ranger Rick maga-
zine in the waiting area of the school office. She was very enthiisiastic about
this experimental issue. "I loved it; but then I love Ranger Rick anyway."

She commented on how good it was to have Spanish materials in a format students
were used to and favored. "We usually have newspaper print in only black and

stories, and there are no Science materials in Spanish.” !

bilingual class. A student was summoned to the office to bring me to the
classroom, which was located on the second floor. Upon arriving therc¢, the.

iritroduced myself to the students and briefly explained the purpose of the
study. After showing them a copy of the magazine to refresh their memories, I
asked for their comments and reactions. There were approximately 25 students
present; most of whom appeared Hispanic, sitting at lined-up desks. When I
entered the classroom, they were doing seat uork. After a slow beginning,

an incre:ising number of students responded. Their reactions were genetally
favorable. They were very definite about wanting more issues and expressed
the hope they woild come soon. In general, they reported having no difficulty

with the vocabulary or with reading the magazine. No changes were suggested.
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One’ boy, however, wanted to know more aboiit how they got the bones depicted in
the magazine and how they made the various photos: Later the teacher reiterated
how much the students had enjoyed the magazine and expressed how much she liked

it: '"We just don't have anything like it:" She noted that she does not kriow

mach Spanish; but she has an aide who translated for the students. The aide was

bilingual coordinator for the school's assistance.

Since (déiéfed) Jiunior High School is only a block from this elementary
school, T was able to walk there immediately following my visit to meet with
the English department chairman who coordinated the étﬁdy in this school.

During lunch in the staff cafeteria he introduced me to gseveral of the teachers
participating in the study and we then discussed the school and plans for my
visit. This junior high school is a large two-story building with several
wings and with a large outdoor play arein. 1t Serves approximately 1,800 stu-
dents; of whom 60% to 65% are Hispanic. There is an increasing number of Asian
students attending the school, many of whom have limited English skills.

¢ first met with one of Mr. —__'s English classes. There were 19
gth-grade students present, evenly divided by sex. Since this was a regular
ciass, with no previous use of Spanish materials; the teacher had used the

I

period devoted to the Spanish Ranger Rick issue as an opportunity to compare

Spanish and English words as a tool to better understanding the English

language. He joined me in asking the students about their reactions to the
magazine, and we had a very open; telaxed discussion. When the students vere
ssked if they thought it "wierd” to be given Spanish in an English class, they

pave a few affirmative nods; but then generally agreed it was fun. During the

ot
b
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Spanish, and in §o doing undeérstand it, even if they were not used to reading
Spanish. When he asked an Asian girl, who he described as just beginning to
learn Spanish, what her reactions to the magazine had been, she said she liked
it very mich and had found it a helpfiil addition to her Spanish studies. After—
wards Mr. (deleted) again expressed pleasire in using the magazine (althoiigh

he was concerned that he didn't do it "right") and repeated how much the

zine: The teacher was a young Hispanic male. 4Approximately haif the class of
24 students were Asian, and most were males. There was much commotion in the
halls as students changed periods; and prior to the start of the class the
teacher was overheard giving many sharp reprimands and warnings to his departing
and entering classes. After checking attendance, he introduced me and my
piirpose for being there. It was difficult, however, to get the students to

give more than monosyllabic responses. Although the students said they liked
 the magazine, few specifics were given. When I pointed to various sections of
the magazine they showed familiarity and some nonverbal signs of interest, but

most of the time they focused on the teacher,; possibly seeking clues for

responding: The students had difficulty identifying the picture on page two;

wished. Although the teacher liked some of the stories; especially the solar
energy one; he said he would prefer having the magazine available in both
English and Spanish 50 as to be able to use it with all of his students who,

at present, only share their common limited English proficiency:
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Unfortunately, there was insufficient time for observing a class, since
it was located in a distant auxillary building. Instead, I met with a former
ESL teacher during one of her conference periods. This teacher, a young #Anglo
woman, had used the magazine during the ASian New Year when the Asian students

were absent: She had the students read in Spanish and she did also, saying;
iiLet's see how good I am in Spanish," with the students correcting her pro-
nounciation as needed. She reported having mixed feelings about using the

Upon returning to the school office I met the principal, and expresse:. my
appreciation for his and the staff's assistance. Prior to my departure I was

in her class she had used the Sﬁéhiéthahgéf Rick magazine as supplementary
material; as a reward for finishing work. She reported that the students had
liked it very much. "We push so much English, they rarely get Spanish.' A4s

interviews, this Spanish edition of Ranger Rick, although generally favorably
received, had mixed reception in this site due to differences in teacher and

student attitudes and competencies in Spanish and to the difficulties posed by
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youth requiring special educational assistance.

San Francisco. Two schools participated in the study from this north

California city, one an elementary school serving students through 5th grade

and the other a junior high school setrving 865 students in grades 6 through 8.
The elementary school only sernt demographic information on the combined 4th-
and Sth-grade bilingual class participating in the study. Seventy-two percent
of the 25 students in ttis class were Hispanic. They were described as gener-
on standardized reading achievement tests: Their families represented a diverse

array of socioeconomic backgrounds:. Although 40% of the students came from
cconomically disadvantaged families (30% of the household heads were described
as unskilled; nonfarm laborers and 10% as unemployed), other parents had skilled
labor; clerical/sales; or professional/managerial jobs (30%, 20%, and 10%,
respectively). Slightly over a third (35%) of the junior high students were
Hispauic, and were described as performing, on the average, one-half to one or
more grade levels below their expected grade level on standardized reading
achievement tests. Most of the Hispanic students were described as coming from
Central America; and although approximately half of them reportedly came from

for a couple of years: Three bilingual combined classes of 23 to 25 6th=, 7th-,

and 8th-grade students from this junior high school participated in the study.
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was 96. Twenty—five of them were in the combined 4th- and 5th-grade elementary
school class, and 71 were enrolled in the three combimed 6th- through 8th-grade
juiiior high classes. Males and females were approximately equally represented
in the total sample (49% vs: 48%),; but there were a few more males in the
younger group (14 vs: 11): Approximately one-fifth of the students (19%) had
seen the English edition of Ranger Rick; this was consistent across groups.
Their patterns of use, however; varied. The five elementary school students
Were approximately equally divided between seeing it at home or in school and
between 2 to 4 or 5 or more times; all reported liking it. Ten of the thirteen
junior high students said they saw it at school, and 61% said they saw it only

once and liked it: Moreover; 11 of these 13 students came from one class.
Eighty-eight percent of the sample said they spoke Spanish in their homes;
but this varied considerably by group (64% vs: 96% for the younger and older

group; respectively). Nine of the 12 students who said they did not were ele-

4i% of the total sample replied "very weil," 39% "pretty well;" and 21% "a
little bit"; no one reported not being able to read it. As might be expected,
a higher percentage of the younger group said they could read it only "a little
bit" (36% vs. 15%), but a stightly higher percentage of the younger group (44%

vs. 39%) also said they could read it "very well.” The results were more pre-
dictable when the students responded to the difficulty they experienced with
the Spanish in the magazine. Fifty-nine percent said they perceived it as

"easy," 25% as "neither difficult nor easy," and 16% as "difficult.” Twelve
d
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the students. The teacher for one of the junior high school classes and for
of the total sample who said at least some of the magazine was read to them.
Seventy-six percent of the sample also said the teacher translated at least

some of the Spanish. All the elementary school students said "most” of the

only "a few'" words were translated, whereas in another class in which all bat
one student said the teacher translated the Spanish; the extent varied from

"a few" words to "all"; with 57% saying "all." Perhaps in this class individual
help was given to students as they read on their own.

Forty-two percent of the sample reported they did further magazine-related
activities in school; but this was primarily due to the 25 elementary school
students; all of whom said they had. Only 15 of the junior high students said
"yes;" and nine of these were from one class: All the elementary school stu-

article,; but several other stories were metitioned also; the most common activity

reported was writing story outlines.
Many fewer students (12%) said they did any further activities outside of

school: All 12 students who raid they had were in the junior high school, and

the same article or did the same thing. These responses included reading more
stories; reviewing questions for a test; discussing the magazine with their

their families and/or friends. This ranged from 25% of the elementary school
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students to 39% to 65% of the students in the three junior high classes. The

were the only two Stories mentioned by the junior high class that had the most

students who said they discussed the magazine. The next most frequently men-
tioned articles ('Search for Supersauriis" and "April Foolers") were listed by
only three students each.

When asked what they had learned, various story facts were given by the

(20% each). As might be expected; a greater percentage of the older than the

of the younger students gave the more general response that they had "learned
about animals" (44% vs. 23%). 1In contrast to the general findings in other sites;

only to the topic of solar heating and did not elaborate Further. Also, the two

topics, such as fossils and diatoms, and Spanish (52% each); only 8% and 1% of
the older students, respectively, gave responses in these categories. The only

other category of response used by more than 4% of either group was the one for
vague or miscellaneous responses. This category was used by 19% of the sample

(24% of the younger group and 17% of the older group): Mottt of the responses
were vague onets such as (I learned about) ''dinosaurs;'" "important things," or
"a 1tot"; a few older students szid they learned 'mothing:" Further examination
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words, solar heating, fossils; diatoms; and possum playing dead'"), whereas the
older students generally gave single and often common responses. For example;

dinosaurs or hedgshogs (such as dinosaurs being cold- or warm-blooded) .
Some of the actual responses exemplify better the variety of things stu-
dents feit they had learned. One elementary student commented: (I learned) "the

things that I never heard and other important things and the things my parents
showed me that I never saw before and how to write more Spanish and talk more

,,,,,,,,,

¢ood Spanish." Some junior high students responded: "I learned lots of impor-

bant things I didn't know: Many secrets of nature. I don't know the number
of good things I learned"; "You learn maybe what you don't know and you learn
o to read in Spanish if you don't know how to read and how to tranmslate in
English”; I learned to read better'; "I learned the ability animals have"; and

Wl lsarned some poems, also about hedgehogs and a lot more about nature."

and His Friends,' Search for Supersaurus;" "Backyard Dinosaurs?"; and the maga-

zine's variety were mentioned most often (by 20%, 17%, 16%, and 14% of the total

sample, rééﬁéééi§é1§§. The rankings within the two grade level groups varied

article or feature mentioned was the '"Sea Poems' and the "Green Velvet Princess"
story; but both were listed by only three students. 1In contrast, "Search for
Supersaurus," "Backyard Dinosaurs?,” the variety, and the hedgehogs story were

respectively). There also was a greater variety of responses in each of the
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7% or more of these students.
Many fewer students listed anything they liked least. In fact; 36 of

theii said they liked everything, including at least half the students in two

of the junior high classes. The two articles mentioned most overall were the
hedgehogs story and "April Foolers" feature (by 10% and 9%, respectively). In

examining the class data, approximately a quarter (24%) of the combined &4th-
and Sth~grade class listed the hedgehogs story,; whereas only four students (or
11%) in the three janior high classes did. More of the younger students also

ment ioned the two dinosaur stories. On the other hand, the "April Foolers"
feature was listed by only one elementary student, but by eight junior high
students (six of whom were in theé same class and referred specifically to the

dog killing the possum). Further examination of other specific responses

revealed that the same article was considered liked and disliked (even by
the same individual) because of some specific section or story detail. For
example, although many students said they liked the dinosaur article; a few
studerits responded they did not like what was told about birds possibly being
difosairs long ago: As can be Seen; however; the actual mumber of students
using any single specific response category was extremely smalli none were
meritioned by more than eight students: #Also; the category for vague or mis=
cellaneous answers was predominantly comprised of the reply, "I liked every-
thing" (36 of 42 respomses). Four of the eleentary school students referred
not -to the magazine but to the questions the teacher put on the board, and
one of the older students mentioned the outline he/she had to prepare.
Similarly, the majority of students rated the various magazine features

4s "liked." Thé stories received the most "like'" ratings (80%); followed by




-116-

the pictures (75%); pames (73%), variety (59%), and vocabulary (58%). Although

overall vocabulary, variety; and games received the most "dislike" ratings (7%
each); vocabulary and variety received many more neutral "did not like nor
dislike" ratings (28% and 24% vs. 11%, respectively). In examining the class
data, it was found that preference rankings and the number of '"dislike" ratings
differed by school and by class. Almost all the 4th and 5th graders liked the
games and pictures, followed by the stories and variety; less than half (i1 or
44%) liked the vocabulary; and an additional 11 students said they "neither

In the two other classes, both with 23 students, the variety received the lowest
number of "like" ratings (with vocabulary next lowest), but the students in

the one class gave only two "dislike" ratings (ote each for games and pictores);
whereas the other class gave 14 "dislike" ratings (four each for vocabulary

and variety, and two each for stories, games, and pictures).

The students were asked to describe in what ways, if any, this issue of
Ranger Rick differed from their usual school materials. The most frequent
responses given overall referred to the number and quality of the pictures
(22%), the content on animals and nature (20%); the amount of information pre-
sented (16%), the inclusion of games and activities (14%), and the teaching of
science (11%). With the exception of the reference to science (which was made

by only one studeut); these also were the differences most noted by the &th

and 5th graders. The inclusion of science topics was mentioned most by the

"they enjoyed it more" and "it was better prepared" the second and third most
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more interesting and entertaining; had different stories; greater variety, and

was more attractive and easier. Twenty-eight percent of them also gave vague

or "other" responses (as contrasted with none for the 4th and 5th graders).

Again, the students' own responses may be more valuable in helping the
reader understand these findings. Some of the comments made by studerits in
the different classes were as follows: "It has more pictures, learned more

Spanish and easier to learn'; "I think it's more important than other books
aboct the same type of things'; "It's different because it's more fun and at
the same time you learn easier lots of things"; "It talks of science. It's

Spanish magazine:. It has better pictures"; "Explains a lot of things of many
years ago. Stories are very interesting and very attractive!'; "This is my
first magazine in Spanish"; "Puzzles; games; photographs; and articles"; "That
it has things I didn't know and with this magazine I learned about Science";
and "I can't tell you because I don't have nature here."

Given the generally favorable responses of the students, it is not sur-
prising that 80% said they wanted to continue reading it. Although a majority
of students ia eVéfy class said "yes," a higher percentage of the elementary
school did so than the junior high students (92% vs. 76%Z). All the students
in one junior high class responded ''yes,' but only 57% and 69% of the other

********* "no" or
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receive the magazine in both Spanish and English. This wasé consistent across
schiools, but varied within the junior high school. HMore students in one of
the combined 6th-; 7th- and 8th-grade classes said they preferred to receive
it in Spanish only. Overall, a Spanish edition was the second, but much less

Examination of the class data; however, revealed differences both within and

across schools. In the elementary school class, students preferred an English

ciasses (6 vs. 2). When asked to state where they preferred to use the maga-

across schools. More 4th and 5th graders responded home than school (72%

vs. 56%); the opposite was true for the junior high students (34% vs. 52%),
although one class was evenly split. Also; many of the younger students said
they wanted to use it in both places. Some students explained their choices

by noting, for example; 'In school because you learn what you don't know'; "At

hioiie because I could show it to my parents."

Oniy 11 students (11% of the total sample) said they would Iike to see
any changes in future issués. Nine of the eleven were junior high students.
students. Included were requests for adding pictures or déiétihg ugly ornes,
changing the Spanish to English; and including more ﬁiétuféé and more stories
on animals. One student suggested that there be Spanish on one side and Eng-

lish on the other for those who did not know Spanish.
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through 8th grade:. The 5th; 6th; 7th; and 8th grades were recommended by the
most students (56%, 52%, 42%, and 41%, respectively). Students in the combined

examples from different classes provide some additional insight into the
students' reactions: "It's a pretty magazine, it is not bad, and you could
understand everything becaise it is in Spanish'; '"fhe magazine was great and

I thiok kids from 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades should read the magazine too';

"We (4th graders) had comprehension and we tatked about it. It was good because
we learrned Spanish even though we did not understand it"; "The stories were

good and 1 used it everyday"; 'First of all I would like it in English. One
fonith in English and another in Spanish and they also should have animals or

too. I tried to make the carton dinosaur; but I didn't do it well"; "It's
good teaching: Has a little of everything. It's instructive. I liked
evervthing and I wish all California and all around the world would have the
opportunity to use it"; "It's very fabulous, especially the diatoms and
investigation of dinosaurs and I like it all very much, especially the science
and I would like & little science fiction"; "Well; I think it's interesting

very much. It's beautiful; "I think this is a very interesting magazine. I

leartied a lot aboit nature and I had a chance to get a better vocabulary. I
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also iearned plenty from the scientific descriptions as appeared on page 5 about
dinosaurs and other things"; "I think this magazine is good becaise I learned
many things. I used it to learn zoology; archeology; and to read better in
Spanish"; and "I like this magazine Ranger Rick because it is very interesting
such as the story about Supersaurus. It's very nice, but to believe what you'
wrote I need more evidence. My name is (deleted) and if you have any proof
to make me believe yoiur story, I will wait for your answer. My address is
(deleted)."

School Qiestionnaires were completed by teachers in both schools. One of
the teaegers had participated in the study, the other was also a curriculum
coordinator and counselor: Although the English edition of Ranger Rick was
reportedly not available in either school, the one teacher had read it numerous

times at home and liked it a lot: Both were enthusiastic about the present
Spanish edition. The one teacher said he/she liked all the various features

very much; the other also liked the variety, pictures; and interest level of

Teacher Guide because it was helpful. What they liked least was that "the

Vocabulary was a little too difficult” and 'there were no questions at ends

of stories.” Consequently; the one teacher recommended that in future issues
the Spanish vocabulary be easier (and later commented that there be two edi-
tions), and the other teacher recommended that questions or activities be added
at the end of each story. One of the teachers alsc had discussed the magazine
with students and reported that they; too; had enjoyed it.

Although there reportedly were no similar Spanish materials in the elemen-

tary school, the junior high school respondent referred to El Sol. In comparing
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Ranger Rick with El Sol, he/she replied that this issue of Ranger Rick was very

krowledge in other than a textbook context"). They also concurred that it was
potentially useful for bilingual programs: "Excellent--topics appeal to most
children whether immigrants or long time in the United States'} "It can be

iised in a variety of ways in a social studies or science Bilingual class: Can

be very motivating." The one teacher also commented on its potential usefuiness
for ESL programs: 'Can be used, but only the English version.'" After completing
the questionnaire, the following comment Summed up well both respondents'
reactions--"Very impressive format with a wide range of uses."

class were enrolled in a bilingua

program; 72% were described as ﬁiip’éﬁi'c,
and 56% to 70% as speaking Spanish in their homes. Their teacher rated 65% of
them as speaking Spanish "very well" (15%) or "pretty well" (50%), reading and
writing it "pretty well" or "somewhat" (35% and 30%, and 30% and 35%, respec-
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all." They were described as considerably more proficient in English. Eighty

percent were rated as speaking it "very well" (20%) or "pretty well" (60%) and
65% as reading and writing it "very well" (10%) or "pretty well" (50%); only
8% were described as unable to speak English and 10% as unable to read and
write it.

Students in the combined 4th— and Sth-—grade class used 11 of the articles
during the more than 90 minutes spent on the magazine in their Spanish class.

ThHe teacher read five of the articles thought to be of most interest to the stu-

dents ard translated about half of the words; the Activity Guide was not used;

This teacher enjoyed the magazine, especially the high interest topics; but
found the Vocabulary level too difficult and recommended an easier Spanish
edition also be produced. In evaluating the various magazine features; the
story topics and pictures were rated as ''very appropriate;' the games as "appro-

priate," but again it was noted that the vocabulary was "somewhat inappropriate.”

The students reportedly were actively engaged during the magazine's use.
The teacher ééia they appeared most interested in animals with some mysterious
weill as the fairy-tale quality of the "Green Velvet Pr ncess' story. If there
was anything the students liked least, it may have been the solar heating sec-
tion. ("At first they appeared intimidated by complicated looking schematics
of pipes, etc., but understood it later.") The teacher also perceived the stu-

by the fact that most of the students could answer written and oral questions
about articles.

According to the teacher; no similar Spanish materials are available in
this school; nor is there an English edition of Rapnger Rick. The teacher,

129




E

O

-123-

however, was familiar with the magazine and had read it at home more than five
times and liked it a lot. The present Spanish issue of Ranger Rick was rased

as '"'somewhat different'" from the students' usual school materials because there

felt that the magazine had considerable educational valiie and "excellent
potential for bilingual programs--topics of high interest to almost all the
students.'" Thus, he/she recommended a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick for
future use in grades 4 and 5 for Language Arts; Science; and Spanish.

At least 867 of the students in the junior high school classes were
described as Hispanic, as speaking Spanish in their homes; and as enrolled in

well," reading it "pretty well," and writing it "somewhat." The one class was
described as generally speaking, reading, and writing English "pretty well,"

although the teacher commented that it was a "mixed group'; the other class
was rated as performing these skills only "somewhat."

Both classes used the magazine in a bilingual class during Social Studies:
The class transmittal form indicated the third class did so also: The one
class spent more than 90 minutes on three articles: The teacher commented;

"We aren't finished. I chose the articles that had some length to them. The
puzzies and jokes I felt they could do on their own." None of the articles

were read to the students; nor was any of the Spanish translated. Students in

the other class spent 30 to 45 minutes on six articles selected in response to
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student requests and because they seemed related. Although this teacher also
did not read any of the articles; he/she reportedly did translate a few words.

Otie teacher used the questions in the Activity Guide to extend discussions and

Both teachers enjoyed the magazine. When asked what they liked most, they
replied, "The illustrations and the easy to understand texts. It's a beautiful
looking magazine'; and "The scientific subjects, the photographs." In commenting

changes for future issues——"A few mistakes, like in the division of syllables,
perturbed me. Biut compared to other materials available; it's excellent."
In rating the various magazine features, both teachers described the pictures

and as '"'somewhat inappropriate' by the other siice they were perceived as not
always suitable for class activity.

whereas students in the other class were described as interested most in the
stories; photographs; and games. Neither mentioned anything their students

liked least. ("The students seemed to like all of it:") The one teacher also

noted that the students were engaged in various follow-up activities--homework,
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reading and answering questions, learning vocabulary-—and that both he/she and
the students were engaged in further pleasure reading. Both teachers also
perceived their students as having learned from the experience as evidenced by
their recall of facts and further inquiry and by the new information and out-

lining technigues they had acquired.

Arts; Science; and Sﬁéﬁiéh and the othetr in Langiuage Arts and Social Studies.

They enthusiastically endorsed its educational value: 'Gives the bilingual

Highly valuable. It's amazing how many things we found to discuss and explain."
Also, they both felt it would be highly valuable for the bilingual program. As
the one teacher commented, "Excellent range of materials; beautifully presented.
I hope we do get it next year."

In summary, for this relatively small but diverse sample of northern

Caiifornia urban elementary and junior high Hispanic students of Mexican and

Central American origin; this Spanish edition of Ranger Rick's Natiure Magazine

in general proved to bé an enjoyable and instructive experience: The bilingual
teaching staff enthusiastically received the issue as a welcome and needed
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was recommended.

San Gabriel. San Gabriel was ome of two suburban California sites in
the study. The other; Chuta Vista; which was described earlier, serves stu-
dents mear the southwestern border of the state, whereas San Gabriel is a
northeastern suburb of Los Angeles. Two San Gabriel schools participated in
the study; one an elementary school serving kindergarten through 6th-grade stu-
dents and the other an intermediate school Serving 700 7th and 8th graders, 40%
of whom were Hisparic. Although no fucther demographic data were provided fov

perforfiing on the average a half to one grade level higher than their expected
grade level on standardized reading achievement tests. No family information
was available from either school; but San Gabriel is generally described as a
somewhat affluent area:

a Spanish for Spanish Speakers class for 7th and 8th graders. The total sample
comprised 40 students; 19 from the combined 4th- through 6th-grade group; and 21
from the combined 7th= and 8th-grade class. According to their teachers; there
Were more girls im each class. (The overall percentages from the Student Ques-

tionnaires (487 female vs. 30% male) were inexact given the fact that almost

either at home or school. Most reported having seen it two to four times and

all but one student reported liking it: Ninety percent stated that they spoke
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Spanish at home,; but only 20% said they could read it "very well"; 42% rated
themselves as reading it "pretty well," 28% "a little tit," and 8% ''mot at all:"
Almost half of them (45%), however, aid that the Spanish in the magazine was
"easy." Thirty-two percent stated it was "neither difficult mor easy" and 22%
said it was "difficult." These patterns were consistent across schools.

Although the younger class reported that the teacher had read the magazinme
to thém, the combined 7th- and 8th-grade class all said '"mo." Similarly, the
teacher reportedly translated the Spamnish for the younger class,; but only for
words were translated: ©Onity three students said they did further magazine-
related activities ! school, but only one provided information on what was
done (answering questions). A few more (9 in all) reported doing further

Friends" story and one the dinosaur article, and two said they discussed it
with théir mothers). Slightly over half of the students (52%) said they

discussed the magazine with their families and/or friends; but 16 of the 21
were from the younger group. A variety of articles was mentioned, with the

"ackyard Dinosaurs?" article most frequently indicated (by a third of the

reported learning new Spanishk words, their responses were either vague or

referred to learning in general about animals. In addition to providing many
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specific story facts,; the older students also commented on learning the poems,
and about conservation and caring for animals. Two responded that they learned
“Nature is very beautiful" and that "One can do many things in life:"

When asked what they liked most, "Ranger Rick and His Friends' and the
dinosaur articles were mentioned most overall, but the '"Ranger Rick and His
Friends" story and the two dinosaur articles were listed most by the younger
class and the "Backyard Dinosaurs?'' and '""Happy Bee' articles by the older

students. With the exception of the "Ranger Rick and His Friends" story, no

In rating the various magazine features, the students said they liked most the
stories (80%), next the pictures (72%), then the variety and games (65% each),
and least the vocabulary (48%). Similar rankings occurred across grade leveis,
but fewer "likes" were expressed by the older class.

In comparing this magazine with their other school materials, the most
comion difference noted was the pictures (by 15% of the total sample). Both
classes stated that it was a good and enjoyable magazine; but otherwise the
two groups focused on different aspects; the younger class commented more on
concrete features suéh as the use of Spanish; its size, and the presence of
animals and games, whereas the older students referred to the different types
of stories inciuded and to it being more intéresting and informative: Only
four students (all from the combined 7th— and 8th-grade class) mentiomed de-
sired changes: the poems; confining the issue to nature articles only; using
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the younger group and four of the older students said they did not. There
was a predominant preference (42%) for receiving the magazine in both Spanish
and English (although this was true of 52% of the older class and only 32%
of the younger group), with an equal number (8 overall) preferring it in
Spanish only or English only. The younger students preferred using it at
schiool (10 vs. 6 and 9 vs. 8; respectively): At least one student recommended
that the magazine be used at each of the grade levels from kindergarten through
8th grade, but overall the 5th grade was preferred most (70%); followed by
the 4th, 6th, and 7th grades (50% each); with each of the classes choosing
its own grade level most:

Almost all of the students wrote additional comments at the end of the
questionnaire: Several elementary studen:s just said that they liked the
magazine very much, but others added that it was inmteresting, fun, had good’
stories and photos; was pretty and colorful, and easy to read because of its
letter type and stories. One younger student said; "I liked it very much .
1t's good and good for Spanish kids to learn more about reading." Among the
many favorable comments made by the older students were: "My mother and I
Fesl it's 4 good magazine"; "It informs us on animals unknown to us"; "I have

found new words'; and "I think it's fun to read such a good magazine."

school, both individuals had read it; the onme person did not specify further,
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it a lot. Both were generally very favorable in their response to this issue:
The elementary school resource teacher liked Very much the interest level and
pictures and liked the other featiires too. The intermediate school principal

liked the pictures and stories very much, but thought the games not cpplicable

expressed the need for more puzzles and games; whereas the intermediate school

principal referred to the vocabulary used. Also, the former listed no desired

changes, but the latter requested an easier vocabulary and sentence structure.
The resource teacher had discussed the magazine with the students and

reported that they, too; liked it very much: '"The children were very excited

and share the contents with their families." In contrast, the intermediate
schocl principal had not discussed the experience with the students but com-

mentad that it was "too difficult for lower levels. Most Mexican students

have trouble with advanced Spanish structure and vocabulary." It is not sur-

prising, therefore, that these two administrative personnel arrived at different

recommendations. For the intermediate school it was recommended that the
magazine not be used on a regular basis, but perhaps instead be used late in
the progran year since there was no bilingual or ESL program per se; but only

a Spanish program in the school: For the elementary school it was enthusias-~
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in the intermediate school. Although both staff members described their stu-
dents as over 86% Hispanic and speaking Spanish at home; their skills in both
Spanish. and English varied:. The younger students were described as speaking
Spanish "very well,” reading it "pretty well," and writing it "somewhat"; in
general they were rated as performing these skills in English "pretty well."

In contrast; although the older students also were rated as speaking Spanish
"yery well," they were described as being only "somewhat" able to read and
write it; their English competencies were even poorer—-generally speaking it
"hatdly at all” and reading and writing it only "somewhat.” Both classes had
95% to 40% of the studenis enrolled in a bilingual or ESL program.

These diifferences in student characteristics undoubtedly accounted in
part for the differences in the nature and extent of the mégéé}ﬁé;s use in the
two schools and in the teachers' final recommendations. In the elementary
school it was used for 30 to 45 minutes during after-school activities; with
the teacher reading the "Search for Supersaurus" article selected by the stu-

dents and translating a few of the words as needed: The older students spent
46 to 60 minutes during their Spanish class '"'reading" the entire magazine on

their cwn; no translation was provided.
When these teachers were asked what they liked most, the elementary school

teacher responded; "the whole issue'; the intermediate school teacher said,
"the interesting topics." The former replied "nothing" to what was liked least;
the latter said, "the technical vocabulary." Both, however, viewed the pictures

topics and games also were rated as '"very appropriate' by the elementary school
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teacher and only somewhat less so ("appropriate") by the intermediate school

teacher: Neither teacher had used the Activity Guide nor suggested changes for

it or the magazine:
Both teachers described their stidents as actively engaged when the maga-—
zine was used. The younger students were described as loving the coloring

used, the presentation of various themes, and the activities; and as aiéiikiﬁg
nothing; the intermediate school teacher provided no information on what the
older students had liked most or least: Also; the younger students were per-—
ceived as having learned during the pilot exercise as evidenced by their class
participation and recall of facts, whereas the intermediate school teacher did
rnot know if the students had learned anything.

The English version of Ranger Rick reportedly was not available in either

school, and neither teacher had seen it before. Both also reported there were

_Spanish_edition led _them to very different recommendations. The elementary

school Silingual teacher recommended it for use in 4th through 6th grade in
Language Arts, Science, and Spanish, whereas the intermediate school Spanish
teacher did not recommend its continued use as he/she "dida't think it can be

their conciusions. The elementary school teacher; while noting it was "a

iittie too sophisticated for the students in this schicol," thought it was an
"excellent magazine for extra activities and easily coordinated into the
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bilingual reading program." He/she later commented, "I found your magazine to
be very informative; all topics nicely presented, and it Kept the interest of
students pretty high." The intermediate school teacher, however, commented,

structure. My students are predominantly Mexicarn. Much of the magazine is

very different results for the acceptability and use of the present Spanish
edition of Ranger Rick. These data also point out that one cannot assume Stu-

range of Spanish and English language skills, the pilot use of a Spanish

edition of Ranger Rick was penerally perceived by both students and staff as
an appropriate; useful; and enjoyable learning experience. For those older
students with limited English proficiency the need for appropriate Spanish
science materials seemed especially critical: The variability within sites
(and often within schools) due in part to differences in students' character=
istics and teachers' attitudes and skills and the particular sociocultural
context in a given site; precluded evidence of significant differences between
urban/suburban and small town/rural sites. Also; for the present sample . the
increasing immigration of Asian children and youth with limited English skills

appeared to pose a special problem in the Los Angeles community for identifying

140



-134-

appropriate instructional materials in bilingual or limited English proficiency
classes.
Florida

Miami. Following review and approval of the study by the Miami Dade County

School Board, local staff identified schools of diverse characteristics serving
Cuban youth. Four elementary schools in the Miami Dade County area participated
in the study. The schools varied in grade composition, size of student enrotl-
ment, and percentage of Hispanic students, and in the socioeconomic background
and academic achievement level of their students. The students participating
in the study were enrolled in various programs (bilingual, ESL, transitional,
Spanish for Spanish-speaking students) and varied in both their Spanish and
English language competencies:

The four schools were located in different areas of the county--in South
Miami; Miami Beach,; and Hialeah. The two Miami city schools each served
approximately 900 pre-kindergarten or kindergarten through 6th-grade students:

Theé one school, however, was only 36% Hispanic (most of whom were Cuban with
some students from South America). Students in this school, on the average,
performed one-half to one grade level below national norms on standardized
reading achievement tests and many came from very low socioeconomic status
families (46% of household heads were in unskilled jobs or unemployed--40% in
unskilled; nonfarm labor; 1% in farm labor; and 5% unemployed). The remainder
came primarily from families in skilled labor (30%) and clerical/sales (23%)
positions: 1In contrast; 81% of the students in the other Miami city school

were Hispanic (almost all Cuban); performed on the average at grade level, and
came from families predominantly (50%) in professional or managerial positions.
The remainder had clerical (25%) or skilled labor (20%) jobs, and 5% were

unemployed. The Miami Beach school was a large middle school serving 1200
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4th, 5th, and 6th graders, 75% of whom were Hispanic. In general, these
students performed a half to one grade level below their expected grade level
on standardized reading achievement tests, and 60% came from families who were
in unskilled, farm labor or were unemployed (30% each): The fourth school, id

and ail came From upper-lower or middle-class families (40% were in skilled
labor; 50% in clerical/sales; and 10% in professional/managerial positions):

sample also differed across schools. The one Miami city school provided a 4th-;

c13sses: 4 GLth-, Sth-, and 4 6th-grade Spanish class; a 4th-; Sth-; and a 6th-
grade Spanish for Spanish-speakers' class; and one combined 5th- and 6th-grade
ESL Scierice class—-with class sizes ranging from 22 to 41. The other two

schools each provided two classes—-one a combined 4th- and Sth-grade and a
6th-grade class and the other a 4th- and a Sth-grade class. The former served
students in a Bilingual Curriculum Center program, whereas in the latter school,

students were enrolled in an ESL program. Class sizes in the former school
were 29 and 45 and in the latter, 27 and 19, respectively.

The total number of students responding to the Student Questionnaire was
435, with slightly more males than females (49% vs: 47%) among the 418 who iden-
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classes; with overall percentages ranging frcm 8% to 12% for Bﬁiiaiﬁg the

Boxosaurus; doing library research; drawing; writing compositions; and answer-

the dinosaur model; drawing story illustrations; doing further reading and

library research, and answering questions during later class discussions.
A slightly smaller percentage of the overall sample (34%) reported doing
further magazine-related activities outside school. This percentage included

three of the five classes described previoiisly, plus approximately two-fifths
of another; the remaining students comprised a few individual students and a
third to a half of foir other classes. Again, the dinosaur article was most

and students said they investigated the subject further; including asking ques=
tions in the community: Another class in the same school referred only to the
"Muddy Magic" activity described in the "Nature Club News" feature and to doing
experiments: In a different school the dinosaur article led to building or

drawing a dinosaur, learning about fossils, and answering questionnaires. In
the remaining classes, various articles were listed and the primary activity
described was reading or rereading Stories, with a few students building the

Almost half of the sample (47%) reported discussing the magazine with

families and/or friends; and the most popular topic was the dinosaur article
(42% of those responding, or 20% of the total sample). Again,; classes varied
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In differentiating this edition of Ranger Rick from their other school
materials, the students most often indicated the photographs (33%) and that
the content was more interesting (30%). Other frequently mentioned differences
were its use of Spanish (16%), attractivenmess (14%); stories (11%), ease of
understanding (11%), articles on animals and nature (10%), and the provision

photos; others emphasized the interesting stories and varied topics and activi-
ties. In the school serving the most economically disadvantaged Hispanic
students; most youngsters noted how much better it was to have the magazine
written in Spanish ("It's in Spanish and it's better like that to understand";
and "ft's written in Spanish and has good topics and activities"). Although in
more advantaged family circumstances and more facile in English, students in
another area of the county expressed similar thoughts and feelings. "It tells
many interesting things and explains things easier." "I learned a lot in less
than an hour." "It's different because it tells you everything with prints

-

and easy vocabulary." "I learned a lot of things from such a tiny magazine.

From another school in another part of the county, several students said, "It
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simple and easy to read. It has many pretty pictures and imnteresting stories.
Given the enthusiastic response to the magazine, it is not surprising that

almost everyone (94%) wanted to continue receiving it; with only eight students

_ saying they did not and five indicating they did not care either way. The eight
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students who said "no" were distributed among four classes; with four of the

five "don't care" responses coming from the same classes. Overall, the majority
Gf students (52%) expressed a preference for receiving the magazine in both

Praferences varied within schools: For example; in one of the schools with

but several did indicate approximately equal préferences for either Spanish or
dual versions: Also; an éﬁﬁtbkiﬁatéiy equal number of students reported they
wanted to use the magazine at home or at school (51% vs. 52%; respectively).

Many students said they wanted to use it in both places, with a few (3%) noting
otheér places such as the park; library, beach; and so forth. Again, classes

another. Only in one school, with 60% of the student body from families in
iiiskilled jobs or unemployed; did the students express a consistent strong
preference for using the magazine in school, although most of them preferred
to receive it in Spanish: Several students in this school explained their
choice by saying that the teacher could help them. Such statements may not

only reflect a supportive school, but indicate the importance of such assistance
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regular part of the curriculufi. The fbiicwing quotes from the different schools
exemplify the feelings of many. "I used very well this magazine. I liked much
its stories and activities and also I liked how it described the stories. I
would like for them to continue making it because it delights me!" "Liked it
very much: My mother read it and liked it also." "I read other books and
compared them to this onme. I liked this ome best." "I think this magazine
was great and also I like the idea of reading it in SﬁaﬁiSH.“ "I learned
things I didn't know and I tiked it very much." "My father liked it and said
it was good for me." "It's marvelous and the photos fantastic." "I think
this book is good to read because it éﬁéwé you how to read better and it shows -
you things you don't know." "It is good to learn about animals. The drawings;
the stories and the reading are nice and I think anybody would agree with me
if they read it." "Liked the stories, questions, and poems. Good to learm to
read." "I feel very happy tc have the chance to read this magazime. It is
very interesting." "I like this magazine so much that I would like to buy an
issue for my mother." "I liked this magazine because I learnmed a lot about
and in Scierice we did very interesting experiments:" "I liked it a lot because
it's interesting and pretty. I tiked it also because it teaches many good
things." 'We used this magazine in Science class and I think I would never
like to change it because it's a nice way to learn."

Only one School Questionnaire was received. Both the principal and cur-
riculum coordinator completed it for this south Miami school. Both respondents
indicated that the Engilish version of Ranger Rick was in the school library;

the present Spanish version very much, liking most the pictures and stories
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reading English "very well" and 40% "pretty well," with parallel percentages
of 30% and 45% for writing skill; 20% and 5% were described as only able to
perform these skills "somewhat" and "hardly at all," respectively. Most

10%, and 25% of the 4th~; 5th- and 6th-grade students, respectively, reported
to be in an ESL class.

speakers' class period. All the teachers read several articles to the students
(four; five, and eight in the &4th, 5th, and 6th grade, respectively); but mo

one réﬁbftéa translating any of the Spanish. None of the teachers used the

Activity Guide.

The teachers' reactions to the magazine were essentially identical. They
ail liked most the pictures and stories, which they described as "excellent",
and listed nothing they liked least. They all recommended that if any changes
were made, more individualized activities such as puzzles and games should be
included. However, they thought all the features were "appropriate' and two
teachers rated the pictures as "very appropriate." They also all indicated
——that their stadents had—been—actively-engaged—when—the-magazine—was—useds—had——

liked best all the stories about the animals and disliked nothing, and had

rently in the school; two of the teachers had read it in school -and had liked
it a lot. They rated the present Spanish edition as "somewhat different" from

their students' usual school materials, but did not specify in what way(s).
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In responise to their very favorable reaction to the magazine and the lack of
similar Spanish materials in the school; they recommended its continued use
in grades 3 through 6 for Spanish and grades 4 through 6 for Language Arts.

These teachers all commented that the magazine had very interesting materials

anid the children enjoyed it, and they feit it had widespread potential educa=

and Reading.
All seven teachers in the second south Miami school completed the Teacher

Questionnaire. The magazine was used in three Sﬁéﬁiéh classes, three Spanish
for Spanish speakers' classes, and one ESL Science class. To facilitate describ-
ing the Teacher Questionnaire findings, the following paragraphs summarize the
data according to these three groups.

Sixty percent of the students in the three Spanish classes (a 4th; 5th;
and 6th grade) were described as speaking Spanish "very weli” and the remainder
"pretty well." They were iess proficient in reading and writing it,; however;

with 60% described as performing "pretty well" and 20% each "very well" and

"somewhat." Their English proficiency was not described. At least 86% were
éﬁfbiiéa in a b’iilnéual or ESt—program: —— —-
In these three classes the magazine was used one week daily for 25 minutes...

All teachers used the same il articles; reading them to the Students and trans-—

lating a few words: No one used the ActiVity Guide. All said they enjoyed

the magazine very much and noted that it was very informative and colorful.
' Nothing was reported as disliked, and no suggested changes were made. They

agreed in rating all the magazine features as "appropriate:”

They also all reported that their sti :nts appeared actively engaged

when the magazine was used and enjoyed it, but that students had different
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Questionnaire. The magazine was used in three Sﬁéﬁiéh classes, three Spanish
for Spanish speakers' classes, and one ESL Science class. To facilitate describ-
ing the Teacher Questionnaire findings, the following paragraphs summarize the
data according to these three groups.

Sixty percent of the students in the three Spanish classes (a 4th; 5th;
and 6th grade) were described as speaking Spanish "very weli” and the remainder
"pretty well." They were iess proficient in reading and writing it,; however;

with 60% described as performing "pretty well" and 20% each "very well" and

"somewhat." Their English proficiency was not described. At least 86% were
éﬁfbiiéa in a b’iilnéual or ESt—program: —— —-
In these three classes the magazine was used one week daily for 25 minutes...

All teachers used the same il articles; reading them to the Students and trans-—

lating a few words: No one used the ActiVity Guide. All said they enjoyed

the magazine very much and noted that it was very informative and colorful.
' Nothing was reported as disliked, and no suggested changes were made. They

agreed in rating all the magazine features as "appropriate:”

They also all reported that their sti :nts appeared actively engaged

when the magazine was used and enjoyed it, but that students had different
153
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or wanted changed. In rating the magazine's various features, att of them
rated the pictures as "very appropriate" and the vocabulary and games as
T

"appropriate"; the story topics were rated as ''very appropriate’ by two of the

"Backyard Dinosaurs?" article and learning of the relationship of dirosaurs to
present animais: None of them indicated anything the students did not like.
They all agreed their students had learned from the magazine as evidenced by
their interest in science and in solar energy, and "their amazement at the

They perceived the present magazine as "somewhat different

studernits' other instructional materials by providing expesure to science and,

according to one; "It's a magazine, the pictures; the variety; etc." No similar
Spanish materials reportecty were in the school. Also; the English edition of

Rick-was—not--available;—nor—had—any of them re

d it before. GCiven their

own and their students' enjoyable experience with the present Spanish issue,

they recommended it for continued use at least in 4th through 6th grade (and

for two teachers up to the Bth grade) as enrichment in Spanish for Spanish
speakers' classes. They viewed it as "a good complement to their education"

and "to complement their Spanish and Science."
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“Search for Supersaurus" story because "We wanted to Start from the beginning

working towards the end." He/she reportedly translated only a few of the

words: The Activity Guide also was not used by this teacher. When asked what

was liked most, the teacher responded "everything'"; he/she did not comment on

what was liked least and said "nothing" needed to be changed: The pictures

difficult.

The studedts were similarly described as very enthusiastic about the
magazine. The teacher reported that they liked best the pictures and the way
it was written--"simple and funny (at times)." There was nothing they appeared
to dislike. He/she also felt that they had learned many facts.

This teacher perceived the magazine as "very different" from the students’

usiial school materials because it was fun and easy to understand. He/she also

reported there were no similar Spanish materials available in the school nor an

English edition of Ranger Rick. This was the teachar's first experience with
Ranger Rick; and since both he/she and the students found it so emnjoyable, the

and possibly also in Language Arts: For this particular ESL class, however,
he/she noted that simple English would be preferable. Nevertheless, this
teacher commented, "It is a wonderful young magazine. I would like to see it

in the classrooms.”" He/she expressed concern, though; about what would happen
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students.

The two classes participating in the Miami Beach school were part of the
Bilingual Curriculum Center program. One was a combined 4th- and Sth-grade and
the other a 6th-grade class; both were ESL classes. Students in the combined
4th= and Sth-grade class were described as speaking and reading Spanish 'very
well" and writing it "pretty well," but as only able to speak, read, and write
English "somewhat." The 6th-grade students were characterized as spaaking,
reading, and writing Spanish "very well," but the teacher did not know how
competent they were in English.

Both teachers used the magazine for 46 to 60 minutes over a Ewo-week period

during Language Arts; Science; and Spanish classes. The teacher of the younger

them; translating a few Spanish words while doing so. Both teachers said they
selected the articles used because the stiidents were motivated by these par-

ticular readings. Both teachers used "all" of the Activity Guide and found it

very helpful. They suggested, however, that there be fewer outside classroom
activities.

They both reportedly enjoyed the magazine very much. The 4th-grade teacher
liked most the story about condors. The 6th-grade teacher also especially liked

the condor story and, in addition, the articles on fossils and diatoms. Both

reptied "none' when asked what they liked least:. They suggested; however; that

future issues incilude something about space and the ptanets: In rating the

various features; the teacher for the younger group indicated they all were

"very appropriate"; the 6th-grade teacher also rated the story topics and
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pictures as "very appropriate," but viewed the vocabulary and games somewhat
Both teachers perceived their students as activelv engaged when the maga-

zine was used and as liking most the dinosaur articles as exemplified by their

going to the library for further information, drawing pictures, writing reports,

and building the carton dinosaur: Although the teacher for the combined &4th-
and Sth-grade group reported there was nmothing that the students liked least,
the 6tlhi-grade teacher said the poems were liked least. Both teachers stated
Ehat the magazine had helped the students learn to do research in the iibrary;
and when commenting on the ﬁégéiiﬁéis educational value said that it helped the
students learn aboat ﬁEéBiétdfié animals, fossils, and other living animals.

The magazine was viewed by the twc teachers as 'somewhat! to "Yery dif-

reason--because it is updated and provides information based on recent tesearch:
Given their very favorable response to the present issue; their students' en-
joyment; and the lack of similar Spanish materials in the school, they both
—ccommendsd it be used in grades 2 through 6 for Science and Spanish. The
teacher of the younger groap alss recommended it be used im 4th—; 5th—; and
6th-grade Language Arts classes. Both teachers commented further that the use
of this Spanish edition of Ranger Rick had been an excellent experience. As

the one teacher said; "I enjoyed this magazine very mich and so did my students.
It was quite a learning experience for both."

Teachers for the 4th— and 5Sth-grade classes from the Hialeah area school
also completed the Teacher Questionnaire. The student composition was described

as being at least 86% Cuban, with the remainder from Argentina; the Dominican
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Republic; Columbia; Nicaragua; Peru; and Puerto Rico. The 4th-grade students
were described as speaking and reading Spanish "pretty well' and writing it

The Sth-grade students were rated as speaking Spanish "very well," but reading
and writing it only "somewhat." They reportedly could speak; read; and write
Erglish "hardly at all." Stiidents in both groups were enrolled in ESL classes.
In this school the magazine was used in a Health/Science period for 30
minutes on five consecutive days. The 4th-grade teacher had the students use
three articles, and he/she read three others without translating any of the
Spanish. The 5th-grade teacher had the students use two articles and read

that the activities in the Guide were too complicated for the students to follow.
Both teachers commented that it required too many things to be done outside the
classtoon.

The 4th-grade teacher said that he/she liked most the interesting way the
material was prasented and the vivid illustrations: The 5th-grade teacher also
liked best the excellezt pictures as well as the interesting articles. Both

stated that what they liked least was that the vocabulary was too hard at times

for the students. They also both suggested that future issues include some
questions at the eud of some of the articles regard

Both teachers perceived their students as actively engaged when the magazine
was used: The 4th-grade teacher reported that whiie reading the articles the
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the 5Sth-grade teacher stated that the students had a hard time understanding
the meaning of the words: Both teachers agreed,; however, that their students
had learned from the experience as exemplified by their recalling facts during
class discussions and relating what they read to their personal experiences.

As an additional indicator of their enjoyment and interest; both teachers and

As far as the teachers knew; there were no similar Spanish materials in
the school, nor an English edition of Ranger Rick. Neither teacher had read

Gth-grade Science and Spanish classes. In commenting on its educational value

the 4th-grade teacher said, "It is motivating and interesting and also being
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in a variety of curriculum areas and in both bilingual and ESL programs. The
foliowing two teachers' comments illustrate well the reactions of participants
in this site. "I would like to continue using Ranger Rick regularly because

of the educational content and the beautiful way it was presented. It's a good
magazine and we enjoy working with it." "I would like very much to use Ranger
Rick regularly; because I find it worthwhile, the children enjoy it and are
able to learn from it even more than from just one source. I think that the
fact that it is in Spanish is not the best of it. It is the educational

content presented in an enjoyable way that makes it such a good magazine."

I1linois

Chicago. Following review and approval of the Ranger Rick study by the

tion and by the Assistant Superintendent in charge of curriculum and the Office
of Research and Evaluation for the Chicago Board of Educatiocu, site visits
were made by members of the Chicago Bilingual Office to locate schools of

diverse characteristics currently serving Hispamic Students that would be

this large midwestern city were able t3 participate in the study within the
required time period. Some requested demographic information on students and
schools is unavailable sirce Sample Description forms were not obtained from
this site, but the schools were located in four different city school districts;

and although serving a majority of Hispanic youth (74%Z to 83%), the student
entrollment comprised different mixes of ethnic groups: The majority of Chicago
Hispanic students participating in the study were of Puerto Rican background,
bit the percentage varied across schools from 32% to 65%.

At least one school served only kindergarten through 6th-grade students,

whereas others inciuded grades 7 and 8. The number of participating classes
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from each school varied from two to six. Two schools provided two classes
each (one a combined 3rd and 4th grade and a 4th grade; and the other a com-
(both a combined 4th and 5th grade and a combined 7th and 8th grade, and one

a combined 5th and 6th grade and the other a combined 5th through 7th grade);
two provided four classes each (one with two 4th grades, a combined 4th and
5th grade, and a combined 5th and 6th grade, and the other with a &th grade, a
combined 4th and S5th grade, a combined 4th through 6th grade, and a combined
6th through 8th grade); and two schools provided six classes each (one with

two 4th grades, a S5th grade, a combined S5th and 6th grade, a combined 7th an
8th grade, and a combined &4th through 8th grade, and the other with one 4th
grade; a combined 3rd and 4th grade; a combined 3rd through 5th grade; a com—
bined 4th and 5th grade; a combined 5th and 6th grade; and a combined 4th
through 6th grade). Class sizes also varied in each of the eight schools and
ranged in order from 25 each; 26 to 39; 28 to 34; 26 to 30; 18 to 26; 19 to
34; 4 to 27, and 25 to 32. The three groups with less than 10 Students all
came from the same large school.

The total aumbeér of Chicago students who responded to the Student Ques—
tionnaire was 736; 572 (78%) were in the 3rd through 6th grade and 164 (22%)
in the 7th or 8th grade or a class consisting at least in part of these older
students. Fifty-four percent of the total sample identified themselves as

for the older group (55% vs. 37%). Only five classes had more boys and these

were scattered across four schools; with four of the five classes comprised at

least in part of 4th graders:

[
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Oiily 16% of the total sample had seen the English edition of Ranger Rick;
ost of them had seen it at school and only once; and only 16 of the 116 said
they "did not like it" or "neither liked nor disliked it." The students who

said they had seen R

with similar percentages for both age subgroups. However; one combined 4th and
Sth grade, in which all reported seeing it once in school and liking it;. and

seen the magazine before.

fn this Chicago sample almost all the students (95%) reported speaking
Spanish in their homes, and 73% 8aid they could read it "very well™ (39%) or
fpretty weil” (34%); only 3% (20 students, 19 of them &4th graders) said they
could ‘mot read it at all." This pattern was generally consistent across

schools and age groups; with the exception that in the older group only one
student reported not speaking Spanish at home, a slightly higher percentage of
them (427 vs. 38%) stated they could read Spanish "very well," and none
reported not reading it at all. 8imilarly, almost two-thirds (63%) of the
sample said they found the Spanish in the magazine "easy," 24% said it was
waeither difficult nor easy," and 13% said it was "difficult:" 4Again; a

very few replied it was "difficult” (2% vs. 16Z). Although classes within
schools varied in their reported ease in reading Spamish; two 4th-grade classes

inn different schools accounted for 40 of the 89 students in the ﬁth:tﬁtbﬁgﬁ
6tti-grade age group who said the Spanish in the magazine was difficult; in the
one ciass all responded it was difficult. |

Using percentages based on the total sample; half of the students said

the teacher did and approximately half said he/she did not read any articles
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to them (50% vs. 49%). This differed, however, by school (with two schools
having no classes where the teacher reportedly read to the students and two

where he/she did); by class within the remaining schools, and by age group
(with 58% of the &4th- through 6th-grade group and oniy 21% of the older group

who said "yes"). As would be expected, the teacher read to the students in
the two 4th-grade classes where the students expressed the most difficulty
treading Spanish. In general, a smaller percentage of the teachers (40%)
reportedly translated any of the Spanish. Consistent with the students'
reportedly doing so for 47% of the 4th- through 6th-grade group; but for only

18% of the older students. When translation was done, according to half the
students (or 20% of the total sample) it usually involved only a few words.
Fifty~five percent of the students said they did further magazine-related
activities in school. Again, this differed by school and by class within
some schools. Overall, more older students said they did further activities
in school than did the younger age group (65% vs:. 52%), but five of the nine
classes in which all the students said they did more were at least partially
comprised of 4th graders. The dinosaur article was mentioned most often (172)
as being used and the "Build a Boxosaurus" and puzzle activities next most
dinosaur story was listed most by the 4th through 6th graders (19%), and the
"Build a Boxosaurus" and puzzles by the 7th and Bth graders (17% each). The
older group also gave a much higher percentage of "other'" responses than did-

the younger group (13% vs. 1% based on the total sample), but 20 of the 22
]

oider students included in this category said they "read everything." It
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different article (e.g.; the hedgehogs story or "Ranger Rick and His Friends");
or no one story or feature predominated and a variety were mentioned.

In describing what they

id; building a carton aiﬁasauf and atéwiﬁg were
ment ioned most overall (by 15% and 13%,; respectively), but activities differed
by age groups and by classe: within and across schools. The most fregient

response for the 4th— through 6th-grade group was drawing; based on the total
sample, 17% of this group responded in that category versus 1% in the older

group. Although -similar percentages in both groups mentioned building the
Boxosaurus (14% vs. 17% for the younger and oider groups, respectively), a
larger percentage of the older group listed doing further research and reading
than did the younger group (14% and 10% vs. 7% and 3%, respectively). The
most frequent category used by the older group was "other;" with "tests" being
the ficst common responss in that category: Again; the differences across
classes in the nzture and extent of what was done should be noted, with only
one activity being ﬁéﬁéiéﬁéa in some classes (e.g., drawing, going to the
museum, taking a test; reading) and several different-activities such as read-
ing; drawing, writing reports; building dinosaur models, and so forth listed
in otkér+. 0One 5th grader who described writing a repert on dinosaurs and
drawing an iilustration for it added, "it was the bast activity I ever had:"
Fewer students (33%) reported diing magazine-rciated activities outside
“4ool: Again, this varied both within and across schools. Also; on the aver-—
age, a larger perceniage of classes with 7th- and 8th-grade students reported
such activities than did those with &4th; 5th; and 6th graders (41% vs. 31%).
The "Search for Supersaurts" article was mientioned most by both grade sibgroups
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sibgroup the puzzles were equally often mentioned, followed by the hedgehogs
story (4%); for the older Students,"Build a Boxosaurus" was the article with
the second highest response frequency (12%). These various rankings; however,
weére usually determined by those classes. in which students primarily gave the
same response (e.g., the hedgehogs story by all students in one Lth-grade class
and "Ollie Otter's Fun Pages" by everyone in a combined 3rd- through 5th-grade
class). Similarly; activities varied across classes and age groups. Reading
was mentioned most overall (by 11% of the total sample), but this was due to
its being mentioned most in the 4Lth- through 6th-grade sibgroup which was much
larger than the 7th- and 8th-grade subgroup. For the older group, building a
iodel dinosaur and doing further research on the articles read were mentioned
most (by 18% and 14% of this group; respectively). Several mentioned doing ex-
periments at home; for example; "helping a grape lose weight' and "painted tﬁé

cold water pipe black and made water run hot." Others remarked that they "went
home and read this fantastic magazine" and '"read it at home to learn more."
Again, in some classes only one or two activities were mentioned; whereau in

others, students reported a number of different activities: Among the responses
in the "other" category were a visit to the zoo by one of the 4th=grade classes
and one student's comment that he/she started asking questions.

Slightly over half of the students (55%) reported discussing the magazine
with their families and/or Efriends. Although classes varied within schools;
in general a larger percentagé Of the 4th- through 6th-grade group did so than
the older youth (59% vs: 43%). Using percentages based on the total ééﬁ;ié;
the "Search for Supersaurus,” "Backyard Dinosaurs?" and hedgehog stories were

discussed most often (by 18%; 12%, and 7%, respectively). This was a consistent

pattern across age groups. Again, in some classes students gave only one or

166



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

=160~

referred to nature or animals in general (26%), specific story titles or topics
(20%), story facts (19%), or science topics (12%). The rankings of these cate-
gories differed across age groups, however. For the 4th- through 6th-grade groups

general references to animals and story titles were given most often (by 29%

and 23%, respectively), followes by story facts (14%) and science topics (10%);

specific facts. 1In one combined Sth- and 6th-grade class particular attention
was paid to the social and emotional areas; as several students mentioned that

that they had learned to value animals more and to save energy. ds one Student
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vague or "other" responses:. Among the 'other" responses were many comments

about enjoying the magazine and finding it interesting; as well as statements
by several 4th graders that they liked the cover best. One 5th grader said;
"Phe schoolbooks are make-bslieve Stories just to learn to read:s This book
telis you true stories."

In describing what they tiked most in the magazine; the response given

fiost frequently by the total group (21%) and the grade subgroups was the dino-
saur article. The second most frequent response for the total sample (16%)
was the "Ranger Rick and His Friends" story, with the "Sea Poems," "Search for

Supersaurus;' and the hedgehogs articles also mentioned by at least 10% of the

the 7th- and 8th-grade group; a few differences emerged. For the younger

group; the "Sea Poems" and the hedgehogs story were mentioned by 15% and 12%;

Gf tiie younger group. In addition; 10% of the 7th and 8th graders said they
liked the variety in the magazine; this feature was mentioned by only 5% of

the students in the lower grades: A#Again, different classes evidenced different
preferences. This is probably due at least in part to the fact that classes
iised different sections of the magazine. Wi;h the exception of the "Dear
Ranger Rick' feature; every article was mentioned as a favorice one by at

least two students. Students also referred to the animals or stories in
general, the various activities, the vocabulary, and to the magazine being

about science. |

Students gave many fewer responses 1n

describing what thay liked least.

the most cCommon response overall (27%) and for each of the grade siibgroups
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(28% and 22% of the 4th- through 6th-grade and 7th- and 8th-grade groups,
respectively) was "I liked everything" or "There was nothing I liked least."
Of those articles listed, the most frequent onme overall and for the grade sub-
groups was the "April Foolers" feature. The second most frequent response was
the hedpehogs story (9%), but this was primarily die to the older students,
20% -° whom listed it as contrasted with only 5% of the younger group. Eight

. s sut of the younger students, however, said they disliked the vocabulary,
whereas none of the older group did. In one combined 3rd- and 4th-grade group,
almost everyoneé said they liked least the "hard” vocabulary:. No other article

or feature was melti~oad by more than five percent of the total sample or either
of the grade subgroups. In responding to both what was liked most and what was
liked least there was conmsiderable variability across classes in the number of

students mentioned they liked most the "Ranger Rick and His Friends" story; but
that they liked least the different ways people killed condors: Some students

story and then commented, "because I iikéd so much the others." Among responses
in the "other" category were references to homework assignments rather than to
the magazine itseif:

The majority of students said they liked the various magazine features
iisted: The stories and pictures were rated as "liked" by the most students
(81% and 80%, respectively), with 71% of the sample saying they liked the games;

4% the variety, and 61% the vocabulary. With the exception of the vocabulary

o

169



“163-

rating, this pattern was generally consistent across the two grade subgroups.
Although ranked fourth; vocabulary was rated as "liked” by 71% of the 7th and
8th graders; but only by 61% of the students in the lower grades. For the
former group; variety; which was in fifth place; was rated as "liked” by only
59% of the students and by 64% of the latter group. In general, however, the
older students gave a higher percentage of "like'" ratings. Vocabulary received
the most "dislike" ratings, but of the 126 students wlic said they disliked it
(17% of the total sample), 114 were in the 4th— through 6th-grade subgroup;
particiularly in the youngest grade level: Approximately all the students in a
combined 3rd— and 4th-grade group and two 4th-grade classes said they disliked
it. Similarly, of the 44 students (6% of the sampie) who stated they disliked
the games and activities, which received the next highest number of "dislike"
ratings; 43 also were in the lower grades: |

When asked in whar ways this Ranger Rick magazine was different from their
pictures (29%). Other frequent responses ware that it was interesting and
entertaining (14%); had different stories (12%), was about nature and animals
(10%), was informative and taught a lot (9%), and was attractive and colorful
(9%2). Six percent of the students mentioned its variety and how much they
liked it. Although these were the more common responses im both grade level
subgroups, the rankings differed somewhat:. fwéﬁE}—ééGéﬁ percent of the 7th
and 8th graders versus 10% of the 4th through 6th graders pointed out how much
more interesting Ranger Rick was; and a larger percentage of them also pointed
out how informative it was (16% vs. 6%), whereas twice the percentage of Stu-
dents in the lower grade leveis listed the pictures (33% vs. 16%). #l5o, 10%

of the older students listed the inclusion of games and activities, and 7%
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mentioned that it was easier and explained things better, whereas only 2% of
the 4th— through 6th-grade group did; these differences probably reflect not
subgroups (e.g., only one student in the school with only a combined 3rd- and
4th- and a 4th-grade class responded to this question); but also differences

in the instructional materials used at different levels: Other diffsrences in
the magazine noted, but to a lesser extent, were the use of Spanish; its size,
and its name. Twelve percent of the sample also gave vague responses such as
"it's different'" or ones that did mot fit into the present categories sich as
the fact that it was a magazine, that it used different print, and was "impor-
tant."

Some Of the students' actual responses may provide greater meaning to
the others are fairy tales." Another 4th grader noted; "The pictures teach us
studies book has more pages than this onme and only talks about war. This
is a nicé book that has good drawings in it:" The most salient difference for
one 7th grader was that "It explains things in a way which you can understand,"
whereas another stated, ''It provides more information on nature than Science

hand a book that told me so much about nature and what is very important.” A
7th grader similarly noted; "We never were told in school about these things
t¢ learned when we read this ﬁégaiiﬁé.“ Two younger students said, "It's very
us with things to do." Finally; a 7th grader responded, '"It's different
—————————————— P

because it's interesting and leaves you with the desire to %earn more!
g
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ing that almost all the students (91%) said they wanted to continue receiving
it: Only 18 students said they did not and 15 that they did not care; almost
att of these were im the 4th—~ through 6th-grade group (17 and 12; respectively);

school rather than at home (63% vs. 49%); 12% said they wanted to use it in
other places such as the park, beach, library, and other relatives' or friends'
homes. & higher percentage of the 4th~ through 6th-—grade group than the 7th=

and 8th-grade group indicated they would like to usé it at home (51% vs. 43%).

In inteéiprating these group differences it must be pointed out, however, that

across schools. Also, some Students gave tationales for their choice of loca-

don't understand."
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Although they wanted to continue receiving the magazine, 30% of the Stu-
dents said there were some changes they would like in future issues. As might

levels (37% vs. 28%). The most frequently mentiored change (by 6% of the

class. The next most frequently recommended changes were specific pictures
such as in the "April Foolers' section and specific articles (4% each). Other

Etglish, and including other animals such as horses ana dogs. Although a

4th-grade student desired shorter articles; a 7th-grade student reqiested that
they be longer with more detailed information provided. One fifth grader; im

contrast to his classmates, said; "Please do not change the Yowza picture;' and
Consistent with their expressed wish to continue receiving Ranger Rick,

at least 6% of the sample recommended it for future use in each of the elemen-

tary school grade levels from kindergarten through 8th grade. Since students

grades received the most recommendations (61%; 60%; and 56%; respectively)
given the greater number of study participants in those grades.

Most of the students also made additional comments upon complétion of the
questionnaire. Many reiterated how much they had enjoyed the pretty pictures,
interesting stories; and learning new words and about animals they had never

heard about; they also reiterated their desire to receive more copies. The
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following quotes from different classes exemplify the comments of many. "I
learned things I knew nothing about. One look at the magazine and I knew I
was going to like it." "I liked it very much for its stories. They were both
colorful and interesting. It's the most interesting ever given in class." "I
think it's fun to read this magazine. I like the pictires and stories and I

discussed it with my friends at school." "At the same time I was learning I

was having a lot of fun." "This magazine is very good to learn more about
scienice and nature. It contains different kinds of stories that have great
interest-—themes interesting and people interesting—-you learn about the
animals. The photos teach us reality of each thing and others encourage ima-

gination with drawings, and will help us in the future:. Thank you." "I wish
this book would not be the only pretty book there is. I would like that there
would be others like this one: I love it and learned a lot about nature. I
used it as a Science book: I enjoyed what the people did and also the imaginary

wasn't going to like it. I learned much on dinocsaurs.” "I liked it for its
unknown to me. Should have more books like tkis in school:" " I enjoyed it
ore than any other book I have ever read. It's the best! I recommend it for
Gther children.” "I was very happy with the megazine because it's interesting
and T like the photographs. But most I like the dinosaurs and hedgehogs.

Wish they would continue mailing it to us free of charge.” "I learned to

appreciate nature and life." "The magazine is very educational and you learn
a great deal from the stories:. The magazine is well organized and the photos

are very pretty:" '"It's good and it helped us in school to read, study, and

write:" "I tiked it because T can read more and learn more things." "I used
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it in Science, Spanish, Social Studies, and Art. In Science for the animals,
in Spanish for comprehension and interpretation, in Art, the drawing and to
make the Boxosaurus, in Geography, Situations where animals are found." "y
think it's very easy, very pretty, and very interesting. The stories on Super-
caurus' fossils incresse my desire to study more." From a class where almost

all the students said they could read Spanish "only a little bit" or "not at

all," a student said, "The reading is good to improve my reading aad tells

things about things I never knew:" 4&nd a final very expressive comment from a
4th grader, "When I read this book, I felt like I was playing in the park. I
enjoyed it a lot."

School Questionnaires were compteted by only three of the eight schools;
these schools included 12 of the 30 participating classes. They varied in
entollient, number of participating classes; and grade levels reprisented. One
school had six groups representing 4th through 8th grade participating in the
study; another included four classes for students in grades 4, 5 and 6; and

the third inciuded one 4th- and one 5th-grade class. The questionnaires were

completed by individuals in different staff positions--a principal; an ESL

teacher, and a teacher who helps coordinate the bilingual program in his/her
school. The principal was the only one who had read the English edition of
Ranger Rick before, and he/she had done séyfééaaéﬁtiy both at home and school
and had liked it a lot. It was not presently available, however, in any of

the schools.

All three respondents liked the present issue of Ranger Rick. In respond-
ing to what they liked most; one noted the color photos and the story level

and variety, another referred to the information provided and the pictures, and

the third said it was "interesting-" When asked what they liked least, they

175

W



~169-

said "nothing" or that they "liked it all.” Only two of them rated the various
the pictures as '"liked very much,' the vecabulary and variety as "liked;” the
interest level of the stoties as 'meither liked nor disliked,'" and did not
rate the games: Additional games and puzzles and simpler vocabulary were two
suggested changes. Two of the staff had discussed the magazine with the stu-
dents and they; too; reportedly enjoyed this edition of Ranger Rick:

Given their favorable reactions and the reported lack of any similar
Spanish macerials in their schools, they all recommended the magazine's con-
tinued use in different subject areas at various grade ievels. The specific

its use in grades 3 through 6 for Language Arts and Science, with one also
recommending it be used for Spanish in these same grades and the other recom-
mending it be used for Spanish only in grades 5 and 6.

All three perceived the magazine's positive educational value: "It has
good cultural value. Nice photos. Gives students a chance to read something
that seems to be written on a higher level”; "It's fine, but (as a K-6 school)
we can only use it in two classrooms because the language level is so high"; and
"Phis magaziue is very useful in a classroom. The information is up-to-date

and the pictures are wondsrful. The children love it." They alsc saw its

potential use in a bilingua) program: 'Much potential as a vocabulary builder';
"It is very useful in a bilingual program: The magazine can be used to teach
reading in Spanish, Social Studies, etc.'; and "We could use a hundred copies a

mionth:" Only one person commented on its potential use in an ESL program.
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“"As an ESL teacher; I get very few magazines for student use:. I would appre-
ciate having such material in my area. English copies would help." The one

As noted earlier, the magazine was used in two schools with two classes
each representing students from 3rd through 6th grade. In the cae school, both
the combined 3rd—- and 4th-grade group and the &4th- through 6th-grade group were
described as speaking Spanish "pretty well" and reading and writing it "some-
sizt.” Their competencies in English, however; differed: The younger group
group as only able to perform these skills "somewhat." At least 86% of both
groups were Hispanic, spoke Spanish in their homes, and were enrolled in a
bilingual program. Some of the younger students also were described as being
in an ESL or transitional program.

In both classes the magazine was used during a Science class for at
least 90 minutes. Eight articles were used, selected both for their science
value and tha students' interest. The teacher of the younger group read four
of them, and the other teacher read them all; the former teacher reportedly

translated most of the Spanish and the latter about half of it. Neither
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Both teachers said they enjoyed the magazine. One especially liked the
colorful illustrations and format and the "Search for Supersaurus;" "Happy Bee;"
and "Rare Wonders" articles; the other teacher listed the “April Foolers;”
"Search for Supersaurus," hedgehogs story, and games. Only one teacher noted

teacher of the younger group requested easier reading: In rating the various
magazine features; both viewed the vocabulary as too difficult and thus "some-

what inappropriate.' Although the games were viewed as not easy by the teacher

for the younger students, they were rated as "appropriate; the other teacher

did not rate them. The story topics were rated as "appropriate! by one, but
were not rated at all by the other. The pictures were rated as "appropriate”

appeared to especially like the pictires. In responding to what their students

liked least, reading was listed for the younger studel :s since "they could not

read the bip words"; the "Diatoms" article was noted for the older students due

,,,,,,,
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Spanish. Both viewed it as having educational value. The one teacher said,
"The vocabulary was hard for them to read. But I feel that this book is very
good for Science and Nature Research. I feel this book should be used in a
classroom." The other teacher; while also noting that the Spanish vocabulary
Spanish edition will be gocd for those with limited English proficiency. The
schiool should also have an English editic. for those students with more Eng-
lish proficiency than Spanish." Both teachers commented that it would help
greatly the Science component of the bilingual curriculum.

English compei:encies and used the magazine somewhat differently, but teachers

and students were equally or more positive in their reactions: The students

in both classes were described as speaking Spanish "very well." Although the
older students also were rated as reading and writing it "very well," 50% and
40%; respectively, of the 4th graders were rated as reading and writing it "very
well" and the remainder as doing "pretty well." Most of the &4th graders were
described &s speaking, reading, and writing English "pretty well" (76%; 64%; and
72%, respectively); the 5th- and 6th-grade group also were rated as speaking

and reading English "pretty well,” uut as writing it only "somewhat." The &4th-
grade students were all enrolled in a bilingual program, whereas the older

students were in a bilingual or ESL program.
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Arts. and Science to use nine of the articles. He/she read five of them; but
did not translate any of the Spanish. The articles selected were those viewed
as "the more informative articles" and 'the ones that could most add to the
students' education." The 5th- and 6th-grade group used all of the magazine
during a 30 to 45 minute period, but the teacher did not read any of the arti-
cles and translated onlv a few words. According to the teacher, all the

have been studying. We found reading and discussing them pertinent to our

class." Both teachers used the Activity Guidé. One used activities related

tc the ""Sea Poems,;" '"'How Long until Sundown," and "Watch for North'; the other

used the extra informaticn provided and "Para Llega a Saber Mas." Loth found

the Guide helpful and suggested no changes.

the dinosaur articles as they were "most informative as well as interr zting."”
Neither mentioned anything liked least: ("Really no portion of the magazine

I could put in this category.") The only suggested change was to #dd 4 cross-
word puzzle that would involve ail the articles included in the magszine: In
general, they also rated the various features of the magazine highly. The
teacher for the older group rated them all as "very appropriate." The 4th-—grade

teacher also rated the story topics ("very interesting") and pictures ("beauti-

although "aprropriate;" and the games were desctribed as "somewhat irappropriate”
since they needed some explanation.
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Both teachers also reported that *heir students were actively engaged

that learning is fun." Neither mentioned anything the students liked least.
As additional evidence of their enthusiasm for the magazine; both teachers

as doing the puzzles and reading those sections not covered in class. They
also felt their students had iéétﬁédzftbm the experience; for example, they
learned about solar energy, dinosaurs, and other animals, and their partici-
pation in cl discussions was high.

Both v ¢t *he magazine as different from their students' usaoal schootl

materials. One teache -ated it as "somewhat different' by "simply providing

because of the variety of situaticns presented.. The school did not have avail-

it before at home several times .nd liked it a little. Also, there reportedly
were no similar Spanish materials in the school. Thus, thav both strongly
recommended the continiied uise of a Spanish edition of Ranmger Rick in Language
grades 4 through 6 and the other in grades 5 and &.

Their comiiernts as to its aducational value best exps »s tlie positive ex-—

their students. "There is a good range «f scientific aiticles for the students.
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The quality of the paper znd the photographs is excellent, which makes the
students feel they are receiving an educational tool: The persomaitzing of
the animais heips them to keep up a better interest level in reading some of
the articles:" "4 very informative and highly motivating magazine. It held
the children's interest from beginning to end. The variety of activities were

well worth the time taken to dc them." Both teachetrs also perceived its valu-

made this a valuable and worthwhile magazine.' The one teacher also aoted

some potential valie for ESL programs: 'The photos can be used to practice
oral English, but the fact that the text is in Spanish makes it a less than
There also were two schools with three participating classes; each having
a2 combined &th— and 5th-grade and a combined 7th- and g$th-grade clr-s; with
6th-, and 7th-grade class. As the following description of the findings from
the Teacher Questionnaires indicate, differences in student characteristics and

In the one school, although tiree Class Transmitfal forms were forwarded,
only two Teache- Questionnaires were completed: Since similarities in hand-

teachers' reactions may be representative of all three classes; some of the
student data, however, remain lacking. Elglity-six percent or more of the

students in each of the classes were Hispanic and spoke 5panish in their
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homes; all were enrolled in a bilingual or.transitional.ptrogram. .Althoigh we
do not khow the leével nf the youngest students' Spanish and English skills,
99% of the students in the combined Sth= tlirough 7th-grade class were described
as speaking Spanish "very well" and 50% of them as also reading and writing it
"very well," with 45% and 40%, respectively, doing it "pr-tty w2ll." 1In
English, however, only 25% were described as speaking, reading, and writing
"very well"; 50% were described as speaking it "hardly at all." The teacher
said he/she did not know the English reading and writing skills of the remain—
ing students. The majority of students in the combined 7th and 8th grade were
also described as speaking Spanish "very well' (60%), with an additional 30%
speaking it "pretty well." Half of them were rated as reading Spanish 'very
well" and an additional 40% as veading it "pretty well"; the respective per-
centages for writing Spanish were 20% and 707%. Although 60% reportedly cr—1d
speak English "pretty well," S5C% and 79%; respectively; ware described as able
“hardiy at all."

All three classes in this schosl used the magazine about 30 minutes daily
for a week during the Science period. The one teacher noted that it wre also
used for Reading, Spanish, and Arithmetic. All articles were used in the com-

bined Sth-, 6th—, and 7th-_rade class and all but the "Piper Grows Up" story

read any of the stories nor translate any of the Spanish: Neither teacher used

the Activity Goide: bu* the ore teacher r~%ed that it was necessa.y; and although

there had been insufficient time to use it; he/she read it later for futus:z 2'd,

Both teachers responded favorably to the magazine:. The one teacher said

de/she liked bes: '"the organization, the vocabulary which was more or less a*
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grade level, that the pictures with bright colors were great motivation for

time "to examine minutely and make use of the valuable information presentcd."
and the other said there was need fcr more written materials. Both teachers
recommended more student activities such as guides; questions; or crossword

puzzles at the end of some selecticns to reinforce *ne students' vccabulary

and comprehension; as well as activities for self-evaluation. The one teacher
rated all the magazine features as "very appropriate," but the other teacher
teft the item blank:

In desciibing their students' reactions, both tcachers reported they
wete actively engaged diuring the magazine's uge. and appeared to like most the
colorid pictures. The teachetr for the Sth-, 4ih~-, and 7th-grade group also
stated that tlie students were ilterested in the study of nature and the arwal
theme and, as additional evidence of their interest; had taken the magazine home
to read. These teachers also perceived their st dents as having learned from

taneous conversation, interest in continuing learuing, and their different

concepts while talking."

lleitkar teacher knew whrther the Engli.h edition of Ranger Rick was in the

Weither knew, however, if there were similar Spanish meterials in #uez schoct.
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Nevertheless; they recommended the continied use of a Spanish edition of Ranger

recommended it for 4th- through 6th-grade Sciencc and Spanish; and the other
ois recommended it for Lth- through 6th-grade Science and Language Arts. Both
teachers perceived its potential educational value as a supplementary tool. One

teacher commented, "It fulfills the needs of the upanlsh Speak1ng students.

The other teacher said, ''The magazine was Very interesting as a supplementary

cles on fossils and diatoms very suitable and 1nterest1ng to 7th and 8th graders

Sifice it reinforces the Science curriculum. Most articles do not fit into the

At least 86% of the students in the thrée classes in the other schoo! also

biiingaai -, . .. With the exception of onz class; their Spanish aad #Znglish

ski:.« were less developed than tiose of the students in the previoisly described

snd reading Spanic™ “‘pretty well” and ﬁfitiﬁﬁlit "somewhat," but speaking, read-
ing, and writing Englis’t "hardly at 211." All stuaents in the combined 5th- and
6th~grade class, however, were rated as épéékihg Spanish "vicy welli," and 90%

of them as reading and writing it "pretty weii.ﬁ Half of tren were described

as speaking English 'pretty well," with another 4G% speaking it "somewhat . "

Seventy percent were rated as reading and writing it "somewhat" and 25% of them

as "hardly ar atl." Ninety percenit of the studemce in the combined 7th and 8th
grade were rated by their teacher, who .7a: e Biliugual Coordinstor, as spedk-

ing Spanisn "prettv well"; 80% were rated as reading and wrifing it only
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"somewhat" and 10%Z "hardly at all." Only 50% reportedly could speak English
"somewhat" and 30% "hardly at all'; the parallel figures for reading and writing

English were 60% and 30%, and 35% and 60%.

The magzzine was used in the 4th- and 5Sth-grade class during their Spanish
period for 76 to 90 minutes. The teacher read biit did not translate the "Search
for Supersaurus" story and "Dear Rang#r Rick" article "to teach the students the
importance of discovering fossils and to explain the reasons to wrap all the

bones in chalk and also to teach the importance of how to express their own

opinion and ideas aftier they read any stories:'

' The teacihiers for the combined
5th- and 6th- and combined 7th- and 8th-giade groups spent more than 90 minites
with the magazine during Science and Spanish; the former reading five of the

both reportedly found it helpful.

All three teachers were enthusiastic about the magazine. One teacher said
ie/she liked "the whole magazine." Another commented, ''This magazinc has dif-
ferent topics to discuss and good motivation pictures;" and the third said that
what he/she liked best was "tne way it is developing ideas and the identity of
specific decails." All thre: responded there was nothing they liked least. The
only suggested change was that future issues include more current news. As one
teacher noted, "Every section was very clear and understandable." lu rating the

"approprisie." The 7th— aud 8th-grade teacher rated thae vocabulery and story
topics as "very appropriate;" the former fur etymology study and the latter for

promoting attitudes toward the themes; the games were rated 'appropriate" ard
"encouraging'; as were the pictures which were considered "fascinating."
O
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magazine. Both the cowbinmed 4Eh- and 5th-grade and the 7th- and 8th-grade

the picture confused most; it was Hifioloius to some; The 5th- and 6th-grade
class was described as liking best the "Backyard Dinosaurs?" story and dislik-
ing nothing. All three teachers also perceived their students as having

learned while enjoying the process. The teacher for the youngest group

reported that thsy "learned how to preserve fossils, and they did their own

experiments with chicken bones and mud." The teacher for the oldest group

school and none of the teachers had read it before. They all petceived the
students' usual materials because "one can see clearly a picture of what we're

trast in the process is very interesting." Only the Bilingual Coordinator

irdicated there was some similar Spanish material in the school=-"World Newstiap
of the Week."

;ecommiended it for future use in Language Arts in grades 3 through 5, in Science
in gvades & and 5, and in Spanish in grades 2 through 6. The teacher for the
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kindergarten through Bth grade; and the Bilingual Coordinator recommended it

for 4th through 8th grade in Language Arts, Sciencé, and Spanish.

In ¢iscussing its educational value, one teacher stated, "Wonderfiil! Not
orily do the students learn, they enjoy themselvcs in the process.' In cemment-
ing on its value for a bilingual program, they said, "A big help for reading
and vocabuiary"; "I think it would be a wonderful idea''; and "It is very heipful

programs. 'It has good motivation to discover meanings.” He/she also stated
that an additional value was that (the magazine) "encouraged the use of diction-

aries by abundant scientific vocabulary for elementary students.' This teacher

usage, coming from a variate sort of experiences.”

Two schools had four -lasses participating in the study. The one schaol
had two 4th grades, one compined 4Lh and 5th grade, and a combined S5th and
6th grade. At least 86% of the students in each class were Hispanic, spoke
Spanish in their hoimtes, and were enrclied in a bilingual program: With the

exception of the students in the combimed 5th— and 6th-grade class; who were
described @s newcomers to the country and were rated as speaking Spanish

pretty well;" aimost all the studenrs reportedly spoke Spanish 'very well."

reportedly could do so only “somewhat.” The majority of students in the
combined 4th= znd Sth-grade class wer:s rated as reading aid writing Spanish
"yery weii” (70% ind 60%, respectively), with the remainder going so ''pretty

o
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well." The combired 5th- and 6th-grade class was described as performing these
skills "pretty weli:" The English skills for this schonl sample, however,
were markedly lower: Students in the one &4th grai« were rated as ¢peaking,
reading; and writing English "somewhat"; 75% .f ti-.se in the cther:4th-grade

class were described as speaking English "somewhat," but the teacher did not
know their English +~n%;%g and writing competencies: Most of the students in
the combinad &the 2: °  tt-srade bilingual class were described as speaking,
reading, and writing sgiish "hardly at all" (90%, 70%, and 60%; respectively),
with 1% performing these skills "very vell,” and the remainder onmly "somewhat."

ences in students' Spanish and English corpetenciés and the different ways
each teacher used the magazine; both teachers and students found the magazine
édﬁtéfidﬁai and enjoyable.

The t:70 Gth-grade classes used the mugazine during a Science class for
61 to 75 minutes. The one teacher used four articles, whereas the other one

used the magazine during Reading and Science for 30 to 45 minutcs. The

teacher read the hedgehogs story at the students’ request and translated a
g y q

few words. 1In the combined 5th— aund 6th—gradz class; Ranger Rick wie used

during a Spanish period for 46 to 60 minutes; tihe teache: read the ''Ranger
Rick and His Friends" story, but did not translate any of the Spanish. Only

oiie teacher used the Activity Guide, the section on "World Without Cozdors,"

|
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whatever is described.

All of the teachers reported liking the magazine; and ail listed the photo-

graphs as one of the features liked most. +“hree of the four also referred to
the stories, and one commented; "Ease of reading; appropriateness of materials,
themes children 1iké, and fantastic pictures." In responding to what they
liked least, one teacher said he/she "liked it all," swo did not comment, and

of the vocabulary which was rated as "appropriate," so did the other 4th-grade
teacher:. Although the story topics and pictures also were rated as ''very

ate." For the new arrivals in the 5th- and 6th-grade group; both the vocabulary

and games were consic:red "somewhat inappropriate'’ and the topics and games as

"ippropriate." Of c-urse, the extent to which such ratings reflect diffarences
in students' abilities and intercsts; and/or iil teachers' ptafereiices, rating
standards and interpretati:ss, and so forth, is unknowri.

their students also enjoyed the magazine and were aciively engaged during its
ise. Studeiits in all the classes werw: fmscribed as }iling must the pictures:
Jte 4tk graders, ir. particular, were described as follows: ''Very excited,

talking about how beautiful the pictures wers'; and "Thev lowzd the pictures,
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games, and some stories: I could see and hear them discussing what they saw in

the pictures." Although for the three younger groups there was nothing that
their teach~rs perceived them not liking, the teacher of the 5th- and 6th-grade

cussion for them to understand what they were reading about"), Nevertheless,
tor this class as well as two of the others; the teachers reported that their
students had learned from the experience sich facts as the butterfly cycle and

one teacher; however, commented that there had not been enough time to evaluate
their learning.

The English edition of Range+ Rick reportedly was mot available in the
school, nor had any of the teack. vs read the magazine before. Three of the

teachers rated the present issite as "very different" from the students' usual
p y

‘hey have heard sbout but never seenm up close;" in a "format more attractive,
jiore interesting, with specific information provided in an easy way to under—

stand and comprehend: Selections not tco long to be boring--they were just
right.” '"For example, 'Green Vzlvet Princess' is presented in a story. They
could see all the changes in a butterfly in a Story they really enjoy:" The

magazines or newspaper articles.'" All the teachers reported there were no
similar Spanish materis's available.

Given the difficulty the newcomers in the 5th- and 6th-grade class experi-—
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recommendations: one for Language Arts, Science, and Spanish in grades 3
through 6; another for all three subjects in grades 5 and 6; and the third for
Language Arts and Spanish in grades 2 and 3 and Science in grades 4 and 5: Two
of the teachers commented on the educational value of a Spanish edition of
Rangér Rick. "It could be a useful addition to the Science and Social Studies
curriculum." "It's a marvelous magazine. The students were fascinated with

the illustrations, the article:; #5’ the stories: They all seemed very happy

to have the opportunit - - rtead it Spanish a magazine like Ranger Rick. It is

doted its potential value for bilingual programs. "It has high potential to
reinforce animal names (in high interest stories) uséd or referred to in
English, Science; and/or Social Studies." "An excellen magazine that could be
Social Studies, Language Arts; Reading, etc.)."

The other school with four classes participating in the study included a
4th grade, a combined 4th and S5th grade, a 4th through 6th gra.2, and a 6th
throtgh 8th grade. No questionnaire was received for the old:st group; but at
least 86% of the students in the other three classes were described as Hispanic

and as enrolled in a bilimgual program. At least 86% of those in the two yourg-
est classes reportedly also spoke Spanish in their hore; somewhat fewer (71% to
85%) did to in the combined 4th- through ¢ ‘. 38s. The 4th-grade students

were rated as speaking; reading, and writins - un - “pretty well” and as also
Eighty percent of the students in the combined 4th- and Sth-grade :lass were
rated as speaking and reading Spanish "pretty well" ana writirmg it “very weli:"

Although 90% of them were described as speaking English "pretty well;" only 607
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of them reportedly also could read and write English that well. In conirast,
students in the combined 4th through 6th grade were rated as speaking Spanish
“oretty well" and reading and writing it "hardly at all," but as speaking
English "very well" and reading and writing it "pretty well." Although no spe-
cific intormation was provided for the combined 6th- through 8th-grade class;

programs suggests that there was considerable range in their Spanish and Eng-
lish language skills. -

As the following description will indicate, although used in different ways
generally found this Spanish version of Ranger Rick an enjoyable and instructive
experience.

"Search for Supersaurus," "Happy Bee," and "Green Velvet Princess' stories
during a Science period. Five articles were selected in response to the Stu-

iated a few of the words. The combined 4th— through 6th-grade class spent
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61 to 75 minutes with the magazine during Language Arts. The teacher; a
Bilingual Category C Pull-out teacher, read two of the four articles that were
used--"Search for éupersaurus“ and the hedgehogs stories: These stories were

kiiow more aboit it'"; most of the Spanish; however; had to be translated. The

first two t.achers also used the Activity Guide; the one teacher spec1f1ed

A1l three teachers said they liked the magaz1ne. Two said tﬁéy liked

to explain and défiﬁé many ccﬁcepts;" Later he/she also commented; "The

articles were too lbﬁg for the attention span of my students:" In rating the

two both viewed the vocabulary as difficult and "somewhat inappropriate," and

the pictiires as 'very appropriate;" but the teacher for the 4th- through 6th-
grade group rated the games and story topics also as "yery appropriate,"
whereas the 4th-grade teacher rated the story topics as “apprbpriatei and the

The three teachers all reported that their students were actively engaged
during the magazine's use. In describing what their students liked most and
least; the 4th-grade teacher replied, "They enjoyed 'Search for Supersaurus:'

We had been studying about prehistoric animals so it tied in beautifully.
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They also loved the ideas given for creating a Boxosaurus.' Another teacher
responded that the students liked the pictures best ('"They went from page to
page looking at the pictures."), The 4th-grade teacher stated the students
liked least the "Backyard Dinosaurs?" story because "it seemed too technical
in Spanish. The students asked too many questions and started to lose interest
and became bored." For students in the combined 4th- and S5th- grade class,
the teacher felt some of the pictures were ''a bit grotesque:' The teacher for
Wwere unable to read the magazine; the only articles that appealed to them were
those he/she read to them:
Although none of the teachers reported any further follow-up activities,

they all perceived their students had learned from this brief exposure tr a
Spanish edition of Ranger Rick. Some of the evidence reported for these

only one of the teachers had read it before (once in elementary school and had

liked it a little). Two of the teachers viewed the Spanish version as "somewhat

different" from the students' usual school materials. They commented: "It's
more up-to—date. The pictures are very current, some of the textbooks used are
outdated"; and "The material was more appealing than their texts." The third
teacher rated the magazine as "very different" because "We don't do any Science
lessons at ali in this program" (the combined &4th-, 5th-, and 6th-grade class):
Given their gemerally positive reaction to the magazine and the fact that

there were no similar Spanish materials available in the school, they all
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recommended it for future use in the elementary school: They differed somewhat;
however, in tha det&ils of their recommendation: The Bilingual Coordinator
recommended it be used in grades 3 through 8 in Language Arts, Science; and
Spanish and commented, "At all levels it's perfect. We only tried the &4th
gradc." The teacher for the combined 4th- and 5th-grade class recommended it

it be used in grades 4 through 8 in both Language Arts and Science.

In commenting on the magazine's educational value, one teacher said, 'The
students enjoyed Ranger Rick very much and were very receptive of the materials:
for the combined 4th=, 5th~; and bth-grade group liked the magazine, he/she
noted; "It's an interesting and different avenue of teaching Science. For the
particular group I have, it would be more helpful to have the English edition
of the magazine." All three teachers perceived its potential usefulness for

bilingual programs: 'It makes a good Social Studies supplement as well as

Sth and 6th grade, a combined 7th and 8th grade; and a combined 4th- through
8th-grade group. Several of these groups comprised a small subgroup of students

who were given the magazine because they could read Spanish. The two 4th-grade
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Reading class: Seventy-one percent to 85% of the students in this class were
described as Hispanic and 56% to 70% of them reportedly spoke Spanish in their
homes. Although 70% of them were rated as speaking Spanish "pretty well,” the
teacher was unable to rate their Spanish reading and writing skills. These
students generally were more competent in English. Eighty percent of them were
rated as speaking English "pretty well" and 20% "very well." All were described
as reading and writing English "pretty well." Less than 25% of the students in
this class were in a bilingsual program. At least 86% of the students in the
other 4th-grade class were Hispanic and spoke Spanish in their homes. All of
them were described as speaking both Spanish and English 'very well."” A&lthough
skills, he/she described them as reading and writing English "pretty well."
None of the students in this class were in a special program and the nine
students from this class who participated in the study did 56 as an extracur-—
ricular activity.

At least 86% of the students in the 5Sth-grade class alsc were Hispanic and
spoke Spanish in their homes. Their teacher, however, did not khow Spanish
and was unable to rate their Spanish language skills. They reportedly could
speak, read, and write English "pretty well.”" None of these students were in a
bilingual progran, and only four students in the class were sufficiently able
to read Spanish to participate in the study. The combimed 5th- and 6th-grade
class also was a regular class. Seventy-one percent to 85% were Hispanic,
dlthough at least 86% were described as speaking Spanish in their homes. These
students were rated as speaking and readimg Spanish "pretty well," but the
teacher was unable to rate their Spanish writing skills. In English; however;
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performing these skills "somewhat." The magazine was given to 13 students
(38% of the class) who the teacher perceived as the only ones able to read it.
At least 86% of the combined 7th- and 8th-grade group also were Hispanic and
spoke Spanish in their homes. The 27 participaﬁts were specially selected and
taken out of their regular classes to participate in the study:. All were rated

treading, and writing English 'pretty well:." Five of the 27 students were in a
traneitional program: The 4th- through Bth-grade group was a bilingual class
in which at least 86% of the students were Hispanic and spoke Spanish in their
homes: 7Their teacher rated them as speaking; reading, and writing Spanish
Wpretty weii' and English "somewhat."

Given the very diverse characteristics of the participating groups in

ways. The six 4th—grade students spent 61 to 75 minutes during their Reading
period to read various parts on their own that interested them: The teacher
did not read nor translate any of the material. The nine participating 4th
graders in the other class were self-selected, as they used it on their own

during 46 to 60 minutes of "free reading" periods as well as at home as an

extracurricular activity. The teacher did not translate any of the Spanish
studernts in the 5th-grade class who were given the magazine also used it on
their own, but for at least 90 minutes. Since the teacher did not understand
Spanish; he/she was unable to translate any of the words, but according to the
students, all of the magazine was read. The thirteen students in the combined

"ﬂ.a J;E;f?



it independently for Reading and Social Studies homework: &s noted earlier,
!

specific 7th- and 8th-grade students were taken out of their regular Language

Arts classes to participate in the study. These 27 students spent 46 to 60

minutes in another room reading 12 of the magazine sections on their own.
None of the Spanish was translated for them. The 16 students in the combined
4th- through 8th-grade group spent two periods during their Spanish reading

class on the "Backyard Dinosaurs?;" "Sea Poems;" "Happy Bee;" and "Green Velvet

Princess'" stories. The students voted for these selections; and the teacher

fact that almost all of the students in this school used the magazine on their

own, it is not surprising that none of the teachers used the Activity Guide.

Three of the teachers did not respond to what they liked most and least
in the magazine since they did tot read Spanish and/or felt the question was

niot applicable for them: The remaining three teachers said they liked best

the high quality photography, the high interest value and good pictures; and
the variation of topics: Only two teachers commented on what they liked

least—-the difficulty of some words and "not to have the magazine long enough
for making an intelligent evaluation." 1In rating the various magazine features,
one teacher said he/she was uncertain; two rated all of them as "appropriate';
one rated the pictures as "very appropriate" and the other featiures as "appro-
priate"; and both 4th-grade teachers iated the vocabulary and story topics as
"somewhat inappropriate,” the games as "appropriate and easily followed," and

one rated the pictures as "appropriate," and the other as "excellent” and "very

appropriate." None of the teachers suggested any changes for future issues:

o - . i . o . . o S
All of the teachers reported that the participating students had been
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as liked most ("The colorful pictures led to cultural questions about nature";
"The pictures-—they all mentioned it one way or another"; "The picture of the
ugly hippopotamus. They couldn't decide what it was. The word was unfamiliar
to some Spanish dialects. Mexicans thought the word referred to an octopus.").
One of the 4th-grade teachers said the students liked most the games "because
they flipped through the magazine and stopped there first." The other &th-

discussion. Only two teachers mentioned anything their students liked least.
The combined 7th- and 8th-grade group reportedly thought the stories were too

long and one of the 4th-grade teachers said the students did not like some of
the graphic animal pictures: Both 4ih-grade teachers also reported further
follow-up activities=-adding the magazine to the class library, and reading it
at home and discussing it with their families. The teacher for the &4th- through

8th-grade bilingual class commented that he/she planned to use it in the future.
Moreover, the students in this class had decided to form a Nature Club:

When asked if they thought their students had learned anything from this
brief exposure to Ranger Rick, three of the teachers said they did not know.

All three had students who worked independently at school and/or home with the

magazine: The remaining three teachers perceived that their students had

that they "kept reading without picking their eyes up;" and "their expressed
desire to read more about dinosaurs."
Although a few teachers were uncertain; the majority stated the English

edition of Ranger Rick was not available in the school. Also, only one of the
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teachers had seen it before (frequently at home and liked it a ot). Four of

the teachers perceived the present Spanish issue of Ranger Rick as "somewhat

different" from their students' usual school materials because jt had "more
detailed facts on animals," "a wider range of iafa;aQEiaa;ﬁ and because of
Woresentation, colorful, realistic, titles, interesting." Another said it
was "very different" because of the curriculum; but did not elaborate further;
the sixth teacher said he/she did not know. Most of the teachers stated they
did not know if there were similar Spanish materials in the school, but the
bilingual teacher said there were none.

Thus, given the generally favorable response they and their Students had
to the magazine, with the exception of the one teacher who did mot read Spanish

and therefore felt unable to make a recommendation, the teachers recommended
its continued use in their school. They varied, however, in the grade levels
for grades 3 through 8; grades 4 through 8 in Language Arts; and 5th- and 6th-

Spanish: I do not think they would have read all of the magazine if it had not
been in Spanish"; and "My students enjoyed the reading of it very much, I think

that will motivate them to do some outside the classroom reading.' When
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differently; however. They commented: '"The publication seems highly useful in

and "It is a good supplementary reader." The bilingual teacher commented Further

on completing the questionnaire, "My students enjoyed the reading. They all
want to continue using a similar magazine for reading. Pictures and colois are
very attractive."

The other school had a very different set of six classes: a combined 3rd
and #th grade, a combined 3rd through 5th grade, a 4th grade, a combined 4th
and 5th grade, and a combined 5th and 6th grade. In all classes at least 86%
of the students were described as Hispanic and as speaking Spanish in their
homes. The students varied considerably, however, in their competencies in
Spanish and English. Eighty percent of the students in the combined 3rd and

4th grade were rated as speaking, reading, and writing Spanish "somewhat;"

and

10% each as "pretty well" or "hardly at all." Seventy percent of them were

rated as speaking,; reading, and writing English "somewhat;" and 30% "pretty
well." As evaluated by the Bilingual Reading teacher; 80% of the students in
the combined 3rd- through Sth-grade class were rated as speaking Spanish "very
well" and 15% "somewhat"; the comparable percentages for reading and writing
were 70% and 15%Z and 50% and 20%, respectively. They were considerably less
proficient in English as 65% were rated as speaking, reading, ans writing
English "hardly at all," (45%) or only "somewhat" (25%). The 4th-grade stu-
dents were deszribed as speaking Spanish "pretty well," reading it "hardly

and writing English only "somewhat." Students in the combined 4th and 5th

grade were rated as speaking and reading Spanish "pretty well' and writing it
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“gomewhat", and as also speaking English "pretty well'; they were not rated
ofi their English reading and writing skills. Seventy-five percent of the stu-

dents in the combined 5th- and 6th-grade class were rated as speaking Spanish

and writing Spanish were 50% each, and 25% and 50%; respectively: They also
were generally proficient in English, as 75% were described as speaking; read=

ing, and writing it "very well", and 25% only "somewhat:" Students in the

combined 4th through 6th grade were rated as speaking and writing Spanish

and reading and writing it "somewhat." All were bilingual classes; two also
served ESL or transitional students:

Déspité these differences in the students' Spanish and English language
<kills and differences in the application of the magazine as will be described

below, the following findings indicate that this initial experience with a
Spanish edition of Ranger Rick was an enjoyable learning experience.

The combined 3rd- and 4th-grade class spent 30 to 45 minutes during their

Lanquage Arts and Science period on the three dinosaur articles and the 'Sea

Poeris:" The teacher did not read any of the articles, but he/she reportedly
transiated half of the words. The &4th graders in the combined 3rd- through
5th-grade class spent more than 90 miniutes during Science. The teacher read
the three dinosaur articles since they had been discussing animals and had

spent special time focused on the idea of extinction. Althotugh reportedly

he/she did not translate the Spanish, time was spent prior to reading explain—
ing (in Spanish) about half of the words. The 4th- and Sth-grade students
from this group also used the magazine for more than 90 minutes in Spanish

Language Arts with the Bilingual Reading teacher. During this class period;
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translated only a few words:. The 4th-grade class spent 46 to 60 minutes

-

("Piper Grows Up") the teacher read. The teacher did, however, tramslate half
of the words: The teacher for the combined 4th and 5th grade selected four
articles during Science period that he/she felt were easily intelligible for
translating a few words. The students were then free to read other parts

that interested them on their own. Eight of the articles were used in the
combined 4th- through 6th-grade group over a 90-minute period during their
Spanish class. The particular articles chosen weré Selécted becaise they looked
appealing to the students. None of the articles were read to the students nor
was any of the Spanish translated. The combined 5th- and 6th-grade class spent
miore than 90 minutes with five articles in the magazine during Science and
Spanish. The teacher read all five of them to the students, but only translated
a few of the words: Only one teacher used the Guide, given the limited time

When asked what they liked least, two responded "none" ("all irnteresting");

three mentioned the néed for easier vocabulary; and one listed the puzzles:
In rating the various magazine features,; all rated the pictures as ''very appro-

priate"; the story topics were rated a
P 5 y
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appropriate,” "appropriate” and "somewhat inappropriate’; and the vocabulary

was rated as "appropriate" by three teachers, "somewhat inappropriate” by the

All the teachers described their students as actively engaged when the
magazine was used. In describing what their students appeared to like most;,

hippopotamus; and one commented that "Dear Ranger Rick" interested only the
better achievers. The Science teacher said that at first students disliked the

terminology of technical terms, "but once we went through them, liked it. It
was good for all of us." As additional evidence of their students' erngagement,

teachers noted that they; too; used the magazine further and/or shared it with
their families:

The teachers not only perceived their students as having enjoyed the maga-
zine; but also as having learned from the experience: Included in the evidence
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but the others said "mno'" or "don't know:" None of them; however; had read it.

as '"somewhat different'" from their students' usual school materials because 1t

was ''current; limited tbbib area; can be handled without fear of damaging" and
"when I presented dinosaurs as a p0551b1e extinct animal I did not have first-

hand experience of what was related to us in 'Search for Supersaurus' and, too,

the pictures were marvelous." Two teachers viewed the magazine as "very dif-

ferent" ("It provides specific information about new topics or [ones] they

O

didn't remember."); however, one teacher said it was "not at all different,
but provided no rationale for this rating.

levels and subject areas: Two teachers recommended it be used in 4th grade in

and Fine Arts; two recommended it be used in grades & through 6 in Language

Arts; Sc1ence, and Span1sh one recommended 1t be used in grades 4 and 5 for

,,,,,,,,,,,

The teachers' comments on the magazine's educational valie express best

their reactions to the magaziﬁé. “Véry favorable. All children liked it.
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for Social Studies and Science." "It's a useful supplement to Spanish reading
and Science program." "It's a good edition and it's a help in the development
oF the Scienmce class." "Affords them the educational information that is both
professionally done and interesting for their ages: Especially in discussing
the materials! They aié §0 kniowledgeable and can express themselves ever so

the combined 3rd and 4th grade, they also agreed that it had potential valué for
use in bilingual, ESL, or other special instructional programs. "Very useful
for Science in bilingual rooms." "As a supplement to Science and Social Studies
materials." "Definitely. In Reading, Language Arts; in Science, and Social

Studies. 1If other editions are as informative; I'm all for it!" "I think it

is a good magazine that can provide additiomal educational material to the stu-

dent." Also, one teacher later commented, "It is difficult to find interesting

and educational fun materials in Spanish unless one goes out of the country."
Ini this large midwesterm city; the special Spanish edition of Ramger Rick

was enthusiastically received by a large diverse sample of Hispanic youth,
predominantly of Puerto Rican origin, and their teachers. Both school admin-

istrative and teaching staff generally perceived the content as appropriate

motivating them to want to learn more.

New Jersey
Union City. The coordinator for the Bilingual and ESL programs for the

Union City Public Schools reviewed the study with school administrative and

bilingual teaching staff. Three schools in this urban site adjacent to New
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York City participated in the Ranger Rick Study:. Although demographic data
for the individual schools were not provided; 83% of the 7,700 students in the
Union City schools were reported to be Hispanic (predominantly Cuban), and
parents were unemployed or working as unskilled laborers. Students in these
schools were described as performing, on the average, at one or more grade
levels below their expected grade level on standardized reading achievement
tests. With the exception of a few ESL students, all the participating stu-

dents attended bilingual classes. The three schools provided eight classes:

one a combined 7th- and 8th-grade group; another a 4th-, 5th—; and 6th-grade
class; and the third, a 4th—; 5th-; 7th-; and a combined 6th- and 7th-grade
class. Class sizes ranged from 14 to 20.

tiommaire. OF these; only 36 (26%) were in the 7th or 8th grade; and the

or more times and enjoyed it. Ninety-nine percent said they spoke Spanish at

hoie. Forty-five percent each stated they read Spanish "pretty well" or '"very
well”; none reported not reading it at all. Examination of the grade level

said they read "very well." Overall, 90% said they thought the Spanish in the
magazine was "easy"; but this ranged across classes from 69% to 97%; with the
older students reporting the most difficulty.

Siightly more than half of the students (55%) reported that the teacher

did not. Only 20%, however, said the teacher translated any of the Spanish.
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if they had participated in Further magazine-related activities following the
ciass period devoted to its use; 70% of them reported doing something in school.

The most frequent respornses were using the "Build a Boxosaurus," "Happy Bee,"
and "Ranger Rick and His Friends" articles (21%; 14%; and 12%, respectively)
and drawing or building a dinosaur model (24% and 22%; respectively). Other
less frequeit responses were studying the animals more (8%) and writing a comi-
position (6%). Responses differed within and across schools, however. The
were in the combined 6th- and 7th-grade class. Alsoc, doing further research
and writing compositions were only mentioned by students in the 6th grade ard
Only 37% (mostly &4th graders) said they did something outside of school.
Few of the 4th graders specified what they did. '"Ranger Rick and His Friends"
and the "Happy Bee" stories were listed most (by 10% and 7%, respectively,
of the total sample), primarily due to the combined 7th— and 8th-grade and
combinied 6th- and 7th-grade students: Again, drawing was mentioned most (by
11% of the total sample);, and then further research (7%) and reading (6%):
Some of the oldest students mentioned studying other animals in danger of

extinction siich as whales and the North American eagle. Fifty-four percent
said they discussed the magazine with their friends or family (again, mostly
the 4th-grade students as well as one combined 7th- and 8th-grade class). The
dinosaur story; "Ranger Rick and His Friends," and "Search for Supersaurus"

were mentioned most (by 15%, 12%, and 9%, respectively, of the total sample).
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When asked what they had learned from the magazine, 40% of the total sam-

ple reported various story facts; the next most frequent responses were story

tities or tosics (94%), and learning about natiure and animals (8%) and comser-
vation issues (7%). 1In general, the younger 4th-grade students listed general
topics only, whereas the older students stated many different specific facts

(e.g.; about the condors). In addition, ten Students in the 7th- and 8th-grade

class mentioned a recognized need for conservation and discussed the solar
energy article. One studert also commented, "I liked the magazine because
it's in Spanish and one learns better in the language he speaks:"

Students at all grade levels stated they liked the pictures best (18% of
the total sample). The next most frequently mentioned favorite articles or
featires were the dinosaur story (13%); the stories in general (12%), and the
animals (10%): Other preferences listed by 6% or more of the sample included

WSea Poems" (7% each), and the "Rarger Rick and His Friends" story and "April
Foolers" (6% each). Many students referred to a variety of features such as
exemplified in the following quote: "What I liked most was its illustrations,
its vocabulary development and its color, and that it is in Spanish because

there are no science magazines in Spanish.' Classes varied, however; both in
the ranking and range of responses given. For example;, the older students
mentioned more often that what they liked most about the magazine was that it
was interesting; provided important information, and also taught through
pictures. Many fewer students mentioned anything liked least: All the 6th-
grade students said they liked "everything:" 1In describing what they liked
least, the "April Foolers" feature was mentioned most (by 26% of the total

sample). The hedgehogs story was the second most frequent response (12%). No



other article or feature was mentioned by more than 5% of the sample: In
rating the various magazine features, the majority of students said they liked
them all. Only 17 "dislike'" ratings were given: Although the 7th- and &th-

the percentage of "like" responses (i.e:; 68% for variety to 80% and 81% for
the stories and vocabulary, respectively). The percentage of students who said

(10%). oOther less frequent differences mentioned were the variety and ease of
understanding (7% each); that it was more enjoyable and better made (5%), and
had different stories (5%). Some of the comments were as follows: '"Our books
don't have as many pictiutes and such good Spanish as the one you showed us';
WIt's different because it has different variety, isn't boring, and it's easy

antique things in a modern way."
Consistent with the previously reported findings, almost all the students
(96%) said they wanted to continue using the Ranger Rick magazine. Half of

school trends. Overall, 66% responded that they wanted to use it im school

211



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-205-

and 56% in the home. Some students explained their choice of location: "In

cause “here's more tranquility and calm.” Almost all of the students in the

combined 6th= and 7th=grade ‘class (who were described by their teacher as new

entrants into the country) said they preferred to use the magazine at home.
The two other classes with (slightly) more students preferring to use it at
hotie were from the same school.

(e.g:; "Backyard Dinosaurs?"); two mentioned the hippopotamis pictiire, and one
the drawings: One student responded; "Make it bigger!'' When asked to recom-

usually selected their own grade level most. Overall; the grade levels students
checked most were the 5th, &4th, and 6th, in that order (by 64%, 59%, and 55%,
respectively; of the total sample).

At least several students in every class wrote additional comments after

magazine and wanted to continue receiving it. Some examples from different
classes inciude the following: "I used it as an important book and I learned
many things from it:... Well; the whole magazine is good. I like it because

the Ranger Rick magazine i that it's very beautiful and contains interesting
things that call attention to everything. Also for its photographs; its

interests me a lot and I wish to continiue reading it'; "Because it teaches u

differenit things such as how to make a boxosaurus and it also teaches us to

212



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~206~

all the facts in the readings: It is also good because it has activities that
entertain. It is interesting and good since we can know the various animals
that existed millions of years ago: We can also know stories, etc."; "The
diithors of this magazine have studied a lot'"; "I have used the fiagazine in the
best way possible. I showed it at home and my parents became interested in
it"; "I like the magazine a lot because it brings very interesting Stories
like solar emergy and also we learned a lot, us students and teacher. I thank

you very much because the questions in the questionnaires will help how I .am
in school":; and "Congratulations for such a pretty magazine!"

Spanish "very well" and reading and writing it at iééétlﬁﬁEétty well." Teachers

in several classes noted that 50% spoke English "hardly at all" and 70% could

read and write it "hardly at ali." The combined 6th- and 7th-grade class was

as speaking; reading; and writing Spanish "pretty well" (95%, 90%, and 85%,

respectively), but as speaking, reading; and writing English "hardly at ali:"
Except for one Spanish class, the magazine had been used during the

Science period. (One teacher had alsc used it with the same students during a

Social Studies and Reading period.) Teachers differed in the length of time
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periods. They also differed in the number and nature of articles used (from
one to ail). Most said they chose articles relevant to their particular
curriculum: Since most were Science classes; this led to using the "Search
for Supersauraus" article in two classes and "Green Velvet Princess," "Happy

Rick" for practicinig writing letters). Except for a few words, none of the
teachers translated the Spanish. Only two teachers reported using the Activity
Guide, although one said he/she would have used it if the class had not
tecently completed several varied activities on a similar topic. The teacher
for the combined 7th—- and 8th-grade class indicated he/she had used the Guide
for an individual research project and alsoc for Endangered Species Day, and

one of the 4th-grade teachers had used "Fossil Fun."

A1l rated the various magazine features as "appropriate' or "very appropriate"
(the latter especially indicated with regard to the photographs). Several
teachers stated that what they liked best was the variety of topics and the
pleasant way they were presented. One teacher responded that what he/she
well-prepared objectives and excellent photos. Only ome teacher (with 4th-

grade stiidents) reported that some of the topics were difficult for the
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students' reading level. That same teacher, however, rated the vocabulary as

nappropriate.' One teacher for the combined 7th-and 8th-grade group; although

to 15-year-olds.

All the teachkers also reported that their students were actively engaged
while the magazine was presented; and that they especially liked the pictures
as well as enjoying the stories and games: Most of them (as well as the

teachers) reportedly took the magazine home to read more. As one teacher
stated; '"They were impressed to find a magazine in Spanish and very impressed
with the photos:'" Few indicated anything their students liked least; those

that did referred to the hippopotamus and/or hedgehog pictures. They all also

for example, by the projects done during and outside school, the questions
posed in class discussions; and their desire for further learning.

When asked if and how the magazine was different from the students' regular
school materials, teachers varied in their responses. Two said it was ''mot

.

reasons ("since it was in Spanish, they could read it"; "vocabulary easier";
"additional and more up-to-date information provided'"); and one said it was
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use: Five teachers recommended the Spanish edition only for their grade
level in Language Arts and Science classes; but two recommended that it also
be used in Spanish, and ome in Social Studies; two teachers recommended it
be used in grades 4 through 8 in Language Arts; Science, and Spanish.

777777777 "
aboiit children's curiosity for a given subject"); In noting its potential

for bilingual programs, one teacher commented how difficult it was to find
Scierice current events in Spanish,; especially regarding endangered species:

had something worthwhile they could read. The value for ESL classes was

also indicated, since "the many photos would aid word recognition.' Ome
teacher, however, indicated a preference for having the magazine available in
both English and Spanish so as to be more useful for both ESL and Spanish

classes.
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In summary, tkese teachers found the magazine instructive; interesting;
pleasant; and "unosual to find so well-written in Spanish." Although one Sth-

youth and filling a need presently not being met. The following quote from
a teacher who used the magazine not only diring Science, but also during Social
Studies and Reading periods summarizes well these teachers' reactions: "I

really enjoyed it. I am delighted with the edition of Ranger Rick magazine.

It is the Ffirst time that we have something like this in Spanish. The material
is very colorful and beautiful: We hope it will continue."

The Coordinator for the Bilingual and ESL programs in the Union City
schools arranged for me to attend one of the periodic afternoon meetings he
held with the teachers in the bilingual program since this would provide an
opportunity to meet ail the 4th- through 8th-grade bilingual teachers who were
participating in the Spanish Ranger Rick Study in one location. The meeting

that day was held it one of the thrée schools in Union City participating in
the study. The school is located only a few blocks from the central business
district.

Prior to the meeting, I had a brief friendly chat with Mr. . After
introducing me to the staff associate who was to conduct the meeting with the
3rd= through 8th-grade teachers, he left to meet with the first- and second-grade
teachers who were located in an adjacent classroom. Following the scheduled
agenda; I was introduced to the group: There were 11 teachers in attendance, a

diverse group whose age appeared to range from the twenties to the late fifties:

217




-211-

Two were males and; with the exception of one teacher of Italian background, all
were Hispanic and predominantly Cuban. All sight classes participating in the
study were represented; the three remaining teachers taught third grade. (It
is interesting to note that the two bilingual program teachers who refused to
participate in the study also did not attend this meeting.)

After briefly reviewing the purpose of the study; I opened up the meeting
to general comments. The group was extremely favorable in their responses.

The teachers praised the quality of the magazine, not only in its content; but
in its physical features such as the print and paper used. Several noted the
excellence of the Spanish translation, which they reported was in marked con-
trast to most Spamish materials currently being used in the schools. One teacher

noted; it is very difficult to adequately translate poems and rhyming is often
sacrificed.

Most teachers mentioned using the magazine for more than one class period
and in two instances; in two different subject areas, Language Arts and Science.
Somie teachers were still using it. 1In several classrooms, the stories had led
t6 individual or class projects such as constructing dinosaur models, writing
book reports, and making illustrations in various art media. When asked about
the appropriateness of the vocabulary used, the comments again were generally
highly favorable. Both the 4th-grade and 8th-grade teachers responded that the
vocabiulary was "neither too easy nor too difficult." Only one teacher; who
also had 3rd-grade students in her classroom, reported some difficulty with the
vocabulary.

The teachers also reported how enthusiastic their students had been about

the magazine. All of them commented on how much the students had enjoyed the
O
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various story topics, particularly the story about dinosaurs, and the photo-
graphs: Although some 8th-grade students reportedly had said they thought
some of the stories were too childish, their overall reaction to the magazine
remained very positive. In discussing the various stories in the issue; one
teacher comiiented how affected the students were in learning about the need
to save animals, and how several students reported trying to explain to their
parents how important this was: This same teacher noted that this was a very

tant one for them to learn.
Throughout our lively and friendly conversation; numerous instances
were given of the students' delight with the magazine. Several students had

requested information on subscribing to the magazine. (When asked, the

teachers did not know if an English version was available in their schoo:

Education would approve obtaining more issues. They emphasized how great the
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that for these inner-city Hispanic youth, many of them new arrivals to the

country; a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick was not only greatly enjoyed by both

Science materials.

Vineland. After reviewing and approving the study; the Assistant Super-
intendent of Elefentary Education for the Vineland Public Schools arranged for
the participation of a diverse array of classes serving Hispanic youth in this

southern New Jersey rural area. Vineland has a sizable Puerto Rican population.
Many families had originally migrated to this area for farm jobs, but then
settied in the community. Two Vineland schools participated, one serving grades
i through 4 with 42.5% of the 458 students Hispanic, and the other serving
grades 5 through 8; with 32.7% of the 682 students Hispanic. Fifty-five percent

household head was employed as an unskilled laborer or unemployed: Students in

classes; two classes werz in the elementary school (a combined 3rd— and &th-
and a bth-grade class) and three in the middle school (a 5th,= 6th,- and a

combined 7th- and 8th-grade class). Included among these classes were two
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bilingual classes (the combined 3rd- and 4th-grade and the combined 7th- and

éth—gréde). Of these 77 students, 61 were in grades 4 through 6 and 16 in
grades 7 and 8; 58% of them were female; with no class having more males.
Twenty-three (30%) of the students had read the English version of Ranger
Rick; but only one of these was in the oldest ¢lass. Approximately half of
these students had read it at home; most of them only once, and most of them
said that they had enjoyed it.

Seventy—-three percent of the Students reported speaking Spanish at home;
but 57% said they only could read it "a little bit" (32%) or "not at all" (25%):
In the one 4th-grade class; none of the 20 students reported speaking Spanish
at home, and 15 of them said they could not read it at all; the remaining five
replied they could read it "only a little bit." In the remaining classes, all
but one student spoke Spanish at home ard only four reported not reading it at
all. sSimilarly, although 14% of the total sample indicated the Spanish in the
magazine was "difficult," and 32% said it was '"neither difficult nor easy," 10
of the 20 4th graders chose the English version of the questionnaire, and of
overail 51% and 64% of the students reported that the teacher read and trans-—
lated the magazine, respectively, this was only true of the lower elementary

school. For the 4th-grade class in which no one spoke Spanish and few said

they could read it at all, the teacher reportedly translated everything; in
With the exception of three students, only the combined 7th- and 8th-grade

bilingual class reported doing further magazine-related activities in or out

of school (23% and 19%; respectively; of the total sample). These students
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Slightly over half of the students (39 or 51%) said they had discussed the
magazine with their family or friends; 27 of these 39 were in the youngest
class, and they all responded that they discussed "animals." The most frequent
response from the other students were references to the dinosaurs. It Should
be noted; however, that students in the 4th-grade non-Spanish speaking class

did not respond to this question mor to the following items 10 through 14: In
describing what they had learned, the few responding mostly listed article
tities; only seven students provided specific Story facts.

"Animals" was the topic listed most frequently as liked best (20% of the
total sample; with 18 of the 20 choices coming from the voungest class),

followed by the pictures (12%) and stories (10%): The oldest class was more
diverse in its choices and listed the solar energy article most. Among the
responses listed in the miscellaneous category was the following one: "Well
it had a lot of things that made me laugh harder than I ever did."  Overaltl,
the "April Foolers" feature was indicated as least liked (32%), but with 23 of
the 25 choices again coming from the same one class. Many fewer negative than
positive responses were given (47 vs. 67). Except for four 5th graders who
stated they tiked teast the fact that the magazine was in Spanish, various
other features were chosen by only onme or two Students. For the four classes

then the stories, variety of topics, and games. Based on the total sample; the

respective percentages were 70%, 47%, 40%, and 31%. The vocabulary used was

group (the combined 3td- and &4th-grade class) who said they "disliked" it, and
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rnone who said they "liked" it. This same class was also responsible for the
low overall ranking of the games, sirce 22 of the 23 "neither liked nor dis-
liked" responses came from this group. It should be noted that in comtrast to
liking the vocabulary used in the magazine:

When asked what, if anything, was different about this magazine from

their other school materials; only 26 responses were given. The two most

comimon differences indicated were the pictures (by 12% of the total sample)
and the use of Spanish (10%): The next most frequent response; "It was more
interesting'" was giveun by only two students: One 6th-grade student commented,
"I am glad they put Spamish Ranger Rick so everyone who knows Spanish not
English can emjoy it in the same way (those with) the English Ranger Rick
does."

that half of them (39 or 51%) preferred to have it in English and another 25%
in both English and Spanish; only 24% preferred to continue receiving the
Spanish edition only: As would be expected from the previous reported
findings, 15 of the 18 students who preferred the Spanish edition were in the
middle school, with 10 of them from the bilingual 7th- and Bth-grade class.
A11 classes preferred to use it in school (79% overall).

Only five students (all from the middle school) expressed a desire for
any changes in the magazine (e.g.; "change to English," "take out poems,"
and "make more interesting"). In addition to wanting to continue receiving

it themselves; at least six students recommended that it be used in every
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lower and upper elementary grade level from 1 through B. The younger students
grade level selecting their own grade level most. The few students who pro-
vided additional remarks after completing the questionnaire commented on it
being in Spanish; about how much they had liked it--finding it fun and learning
a lot=-and about reading it with their parents and siblings. One student said,
"] used it by reading it to others, and what I thought about it was that it was
fun and taught a lot that I didn't know."

The principals at both schools responded to the School Questionnaire:
Given the very different characteristics of the students in the two schools,
it is not surprising that many of their responses varied. The English version
of Ranger Rick was in neither schocl, but the middle-school principal had read
it and liked it a lot: The principal for the younger elementary school stu-
dents liked the pictures in the present Spanish version most; BBE liked least
the lack of value for the English-dominant student. This principal pointed
out that the bilingual program was a transitional one rather than a maintenance
one and, consequently, a Spanish edition was of limited educational value for
teaching purposes, although it might be valuable for use as supplementary mate-

rial. The activities in the Activity Guide appeared suitable, bat due to the

principal's limited Spanish, he/she felt unable to judge the various features
of the magazine and had not discussed the students’ reactions with them: This
principal also commerited that the English-speaking teacher had said his/her stu-
derits were quite frustrated in spite of assistancc from the bilingual teacher;
and that the bilingual teacher viewed the vocabulary as "inappropriate”, but had
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The principal of the middle school was much fiore positive aboiut the maga-

and teast the fiction stories. The students with whom it was discussed also
were reported as liking the magazine. Although no similar Spanish materials
were available in the school, the magazine's primary potential was viewed as
supplementary material in the bilingual classes and as a library resource.

cofibined 3td- and 4th-grade bilingual class used the magazine during their
Scierice period. Although all the students were Hispanic and were described

as speaking Spanish “ﬁiétty well," 90% of them were rated as 'hardly able at
all" to read or write it. In contrast, 80% of them reportediy éBﬁiH speak
English "pretty well" and read and write it "somewhat:" The Spanish magazine
liked the pictures most and the long reading sections least. Although the
pictures were considered "very appropriate,” and the stories and games "appro-
priate," the vocabulary level was considered much too difficult and "very
inappropriate."” The students were described as actively engaged duritg the

magazine's presentation because of the pictures, but they could not read the
articles. Nevertheless; they reportedly learned names of animals they had
seen, but had not previously identified.

The other participating class in this school was a regular 4th-grade

class comprised of English-dominant students. Only onme student participated
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ised. Although 56% to 70% of the siLudents were Hispanic, less than 25% were
described as speaking Spanish at home. All of them were described as reading
and writing Spanish "hardly at all," but English "pretty well:" The magazine

was used in lieu of the students' regular Social Studies period. Given the
frustration of using a Spanish translation with these students; less than 30
minutes was devoted to its use; with the teacher reading only the "Ranger Rick
and His Friends'" story and translating all the words while doing so. Neither

teacher used the Activity Guide.

Although neither teacher knew if the English version of Ranger Rick was in
the school, both had read it and liked it. Both agreed there were no similar
Spanish materials in their school. Although the bilingual teacher recommended
the magazine's use with younger students (with simpler vocubulary) for Language

Arts, Science, and Spanish, the 4th-grade teacher saw no further use for it:
The two teachers who responded from the middle school were much more posi-

tive in their reactions to the magazine: For the 7th- and 8th-grade bilingual

class students, all of whom were described as speaking; reading; and writing
Spanish "very weil," but only 3% of them doing so in English, 76 to 90 minutes
were spent with the magazine during their Spanish class. The students were asked
to read all the sections and comment on them. No translation was required. This
teacher reported that he/she liked the ip-to-date information most and disliked
nothing. All features were considered 'very appropriate.” The only change sug-
gested was to include stories about Latin America. The students were described
as actively engaged, liking the photos and poems most, and disliking nothing:

The 6th-grade Science teacher was similarly enthusiastic. Since this was a

large regular team-teaching class, with approximately only 20% of the students
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Hispanic,; only seven students participated in the study in a separate small
group. Approximately two class periods (46-60 minutes) were devoted to the mag-

own sifnce the teacher did not speak Spanish. This teacher stated he/she liked
most the photographs, variety of content, and activity pages, and disliked

("The students kept rushing excitedly to me to show me photographs and comment

ofi them"). Although neither teacher mor students recommended any changes, the
teacher noted that the vocabulary appeared too difficult since the students do

it somewhat. Neither teacher had used the Activity Guide, but the Science

teacher moted that it was "great' and would be helpful later.

Both teachers perceived their students as having learned from using the

magazine, as evidenced by their recalling facts in later discussions and refer-
ing to the stories in later Scierce periods. Both recommended its further use.
The bilingual teacher indicated its use for 7th- and 8th-grade students in
Languages Arts, Science, and Spanish, and the Science teacher recomiended it

Ranger Rick was in the school library; both teachers commented on the lack of
similar Spanish materials:

AS can be seen in the above descriptions; the teachers in this site had
very different reactions to the magazine. Despite a relatively large Hispanic

population in the communmity; most of the students' competencies in Spanish were

quite limited: Whether or not they spoke Spanish at home, few could read or
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vocabulary seems necessary. Nevertheless, while for some teachers this led to

enough to publish a magazine in their language. They were, in a small way,
reminded of the importance of their cultural traits. This was obvious after
evaluating their comments. Many also felt proud to be able to do Something

(read Spanish) that the majority of the students couldn't do." In emphasizing
the factual knowledge the students may acquire from the magazine, it is impor-
tant that such potential affective and social influences are not ignored.

to Vineland, New Jersey to meet with students and staff at one of the two
schools in Vineland participating in the Spanish Ranger Rick study. As part
of a district-wide reorganization last fall,; this school began serving 5th-
and 6th-grade students as well as those in 7th and 8th grade. As we later

occurred smoothly. At this school; 7th- and 8th-grade students attend classes

on the second floor; and their schedules permit little, if any, contact with

After a brief meeting over coffee with the principal, he introduced us to
the bilingual and ESL program teachers. They share the same classroom; using a
partition to Separate the students in their respective classes: The teachers;
one male and one female, then arranged for us to talk in a small combined group

in the Ranger Rick study. The discussion soon became lively as the stiidents

became more at ease in sharing their reactions. When individually asked what
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summed up well the interest in learning encouraged by the magazine when he said,
“I liked it a lot. I didn't just learn things; it encouraged me to seek out
iore." That same student later requested detailed instructions for subscribing
to the magazine. We left these students with a strong sense of their enjoyment
with their class experience with the Spanish Ranger Rick magazine and with

that combined Spanish and English would not be helpful because it would not
Motivate the students to work hard and to use other resources when they had
difficulty with the vocabulary.

grade classrooms where three Sth-grade female teachers whose Hispanic youngsters

participated in the study were sharing a free period. These teachers reported
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magazines on their own. They reported that the students had all said they
liked the magazine, but wanted it in English: One teacher noted; however;

magazine would be valuable for bilingual classes; they perceéived no value for it

in regular classes: To exemplify the diEficulty using it with Hispanic students
in regular classes they pointed out that some of the participating studemts
reported their mother or grandiother had to read it to them: For these teachers;

a large attractive open-area classroom. Since he did not read or speak Spanish
himself, he had given thé magazine to a small group of Hispamic students who
could read Spanish to work with in a separate area in the classroom. He was

ground in science: He also expressed the desirability of having materials that
would enable these students to maintain their §kills in the Spanish language:

He noted that prior to using the magazine he had rarely heard any Spanish spoken

discussed the magazine with the students he learned that they liked the activi-

ties and photographs best, particularly the ome on page two. The students had
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fun trying to identify this picture and had decided it was a newborn camel (wet;
etc.). It should be noted in contrasting the mock horror/disgust reaction of
the older bilingual class studerts to this picture, that these students were all

males. One of the students also had told the teacher his mother enjoyed reading
it, and another reported sharing the stories with younger siblings. For theése
students and the teacher the magazine was a big success. According to this
Science teacher; there is a great need for stimulating, creative science mate-

rials. Although he reported using the regular English edition of Ranger Rick

whenever he could, he perceived that the availability of a Spanish edition for

that may occur within as well as between schools. The findings emphasized the
important influence that teachers' attitudes may have on Students' reactions.

younger children, were not able to read the Spanish in the present issue o
Ranger Rick, thereby frustrating both students and teachers. For the older
bilingual students, however, it served a useful purpose and was welcomed by

In reviewing the findings from the two New Jersey sites participating in

the study,; both similarities and differences were revealed within and acioss
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one rural, (b) the predominance of Hispanic students, (c) Hispanic origin, with
one site serving predominantly Cuban students and the other Puerto Rican youth;
and (d) the levei of Spanish and English skills; with ode site Serving many new
Hispanic entrants to the cointry; there are few if any general Statefients to be

made concerning the state. However; as the Vineland data indicate, there may
be considerable variability both within and across schools in a given site that
make any cofiposite comparative findings across population density and Hispanic
origin difficult at best.

New York

New York éity. Following review and approval by the Bilingual Bureau and

the Proposal Review Committee of the New York City Board of Education, district
bilingual coordinators disseminated information about the study to schools in
their area. Unfortunately, despite the enthusiasms of the Bilingual Bureau, the
lengthy review process enabled only a few schools to participate in the time
available. Five schools participated in the study from three of the five city
boroughs-—the Bronx; Manhattan;, and Quéens. With the exception of ome school
with two classes (S5th and 6th), the remaining four included one class each (a
combined 4th and Sth, a combined Sth and 6th, and a 6th grade); with class
sizes ranging from five to 31. Included in the sample were three schools in
Manhattan, including a small alternative academy, one school in the Bronx; and
one in Queens. All but one served pre-kindergarten or kindergarten through
6th grade; the fifth school comprised grades 3 through 5 only.

Student enrollment varied greatly across schools from 145 to 1,500, with

the Hispanic percentage also ranging from 55% to 95%. 1In two of the schools,

students were generally performing one-half to one grade below their expected
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grade level on standardized reading achievement tests. In two others, the
average performance was one or more grades lower. One school did not provide
a sample description, but since its location was in the same school district
as one of the other schools, these demographics should remain appropriate.

another Manhattan school noted that 70% of the families were employed in un-—
skilled, nonfarm labor jobs or unemployed: In contrast; the Queens school had
only 30% of students' families in these lower socioeconomic status categories
(all cnemployed); with an additional 30% of the families in both skilled labor

catesory. This same school had the smallest percentage of Hispanic students
gory g

(55%).

130 students (12%) stated they had seen the English version of Ranger Rick

before; most of them had seen it in school; half just once; and all checked
that they had liked it. Ninety-three percent of the sample reported speaking
Spanish at home (only nine children from two classes did not). Overall, 45%

majority of students who responded they read well. Fifty-two percent of the

total sample stated the Spanish in the magazine was "easy," 38% "so-so," and
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children of higher socioceconomic status, 17 responded they read "very well" and
20 said the present issue was "easy," whereas the class expressing the most
difficulty reading Spanish also expressed more difficulty with the Spanish
vocabulary in the magazine, with no one stating that it was "easy." Sixty per-

52 pupils who said he/she did came from two classes. Fifty-nine percent, how-
ever,; stated the teacher transtated some of the Spanish, but most said it was

only a few words. Consistent with the previous reported findings, one of the

dinosaur article and 10 of them listed the "Search for Supersaurus" story.
Nineteen stiidents (15% of the total sample) reported building the Boxosaurus;

and some did further library research for reports, but rhe second most frequent
category used (by 16 or 12%) was '"other' since 13 students in one class in con-
junction with a conicurrent class project on career education used the dinosaur

artictes to describe the attitudes and skills of an archeologist: Only 22

students (i7%) reported doing further activities outside school; the most fre-

"studying more about animals" (2% each). Others mentioned going to the museum;

thinking about not killing animals; and one student responded; "playing teacher

at home and asking questions." Eighty students (62%), however; did report
discussing the magazine with their families and/or friends, a majority in all

but two classes. Slightly more than half of these (44) said they discussed the
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Hedgeliogs: When asked what they had learned; most responses (32%) were coded
as vague or “other;" but 22% replied they had learned about nature or specific

animals; and 15% described specific story facts. A few also mentioned learning
sbout the need for conservation of natural resources and animals: Among some

of the "other" responses given were "not assaulting animals", "memorizing poems";
and "learning new words" and/or "how to speak Spanish."

erated that they liked everything. The most frequent specific feature listed

was "April Foolers" (34 or 26%). Only a few studeuts noted other specific
topics, with no category receiving more than five tallies and most only one ot
two. Four students responded that they least liked the vocabulary-("too diffi-
cult"), but two others noted typographical errors in one of the words. In rating
pictures and games most (80% each), followed by the stories (78%), vocabulary
(73%), and variety (72%). Students in two classes rated nothing as “disliked,"
bat of the 24 "dislike" tallies, nine were for the vocabulary. Im this instance,
4s in many others,; summary statistics often conceal the variability within and
across classes. In contrast to the overall rankings, one class ranked vocabi-
lary highest and one liked the games least:

In comparing this magazine with their other class materials; the animal

stories, use of Spanish, and inclusion of games and puzzles were the differences
centioned most (15%, 13%, and 8%; respectively). Several vague responses also

were offercd as well as affective reactions such as enjoying it, and finding
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the issue more interesting; informative; and easy to understand. In noting

magazine being in Spanish came from the Queens class. AlSoc, in those classes
where a majority of the students found the Spanish easy, several mentioued the
"sood vocabilary."

Consistent with their expressed enjoyment in the magazine, almost all stu-
dents said they wanted to continue receiving it; only three students in the New

York City sample responded “no."

for receiving the magazine in both Spanish and English; 26% preferred to receive
it in Spanish, 21% in English, and three students checked "Don't know:." Only

for having it in Spanish omly:. 4Also; the class with the highest percentage of
which expressed the most difficulty reading the present issue. The majority
{65%) said they wanted to use the magazine in school; but a large percentage

(46%) said they wanted to use it at home, sometimes in addition to school. Thir-

teen percent also mentioned other places (e.g., park, library, doctor's office).
Only 28 students, or slightly more than a fifth of the sample (22%), said

they wanted some changes made. Nine Students from one class mentioned a specific

page (usually the hippopotamus on page two)s nine other students desived that

the magazine be made easier (eight of them from the same class that expressed

clementary school grades. Overall tie fifth grade was chosen by the most stu-

dents (74%), followed by the sixth (55%), fourth, and seventh grades (43% each):
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level); this class comprised those students having the most academic difficulty.
The exteént to which students provided additional comments ranged from none

to almost all in any one class, in part die to their varied proficiencies in

writing, as well as to the time provided and their interest. Some just reiter-

ated the parts they had read or the activities in which they had engaged. The

most common other responses were that the magazine was interesting, pretty, lots

of fun, liked very much (in the words of some students, "fantastic," "wonderful,"

"exciting"), and that they hoped to continue receiving it: One student expressed

his wish to join the Ranger Rick Club: In one class where most of the students

that they had read. Several also mentioned discussing it not only in class biit

with their parents; asking questions; and liking it a lot. Two articulate stu-
dents expressed well the feelings of many: "I liked the magazine a lot: It

was beautiful. I learned many few words, and I liked the puzzles a lot: Every-
thifg we discussed with care: I learned many new things about nature"; and "I

B | |
seermn,

Three School Questionnaires were completed; two by a bilingual program
director and one by a bilingual resource teacher. Only one of the schools was

reported as having the English version of Ranger Rick available and only one of
these staff members had read it before, reportedly liking it very much. They

somewhat on specifics. All liked the photographs and variety of topics very
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listed. When asked what they liked least, two said "nothing," but one replied
"the poetry" since it was "tog much a translation of English rather than an
adaptation."” Although one individual stated no changes were needed or desired;
one perébﬁrrequested more accuracy in the use of accents and verb conjunctions
(e:g:; volavamos oa page 27 and cajas on page 13), and thé other noted that
simpler vocabulary would maximize his/her different group's use.

who had participated in the study and reported that they; too; had liked it very
much. No one reported having similar Spanish materials in their school, and

Their comments as to its educational value provided more detailed information.
"It provides enrichment to the curriculum in the child's dominant language."

"The children are exposed to very few magazines and newspapers that are written

in Spanish. A magazine of Ranger Rick's caliber can be used to reinforce that

reading skills as well as tn introduce new concepts, especially those relating

its value for reinforcement of content and skills in vocabulary development in
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science and social studies areas as well as for exposure of students to subjects
not usually covered in the curriculum by using the variety of topics the maga-
zine offers.

In addition, two respondents for bilingual programs serving very economically

that its price be within the means of the school and/or students"; and "Many of
the children expressed a desire to read Ranger Rick at home: Perhaps a subscription
could be offered to them through the school at a reasonible price. Most of our

children just don't have any reading materials at home where they can apply those
skills taught at the school."

With the exception of one teacher whose class had been observed; the
remaining five teachers completed the Teacher Questionnaire. Their diverse
soiie of the varied student responses obtained. In one Manhattan school, stu-
dents in the younger class were described as all §peakiﬁg Spanish "very well",
with 70% reading "pretty well" and 50% writing "pretty well," whereas 80% could
only speak, read, and write English "somewhat." The older students in the same
school were rated as generally speaking Spanish "pretty well," but reading and
writing voth it and English only "somewhat." The pattern of speaking Spanish
Wpretty well" and reading and writing it less well was generally found except
Spanish "very well," and in the Bronx where they were described as ganerally
speaking, reading, and writing Spanish only '“somewhat." These New York students
generally were described as speaking; reading; and writing English only "ébme—fm"

what," with a relatively large percentage (30% to 35%) rated as "hardly at all"
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described as generally performing 'somewhat" to "pretty well." In two of the
50%, and 30% and 407 were described as reading and writing "hardly at all" or
"oretty well," respectively. Probably in all classes some students were Very

instructional materials:
In part due to these differences in student characteristics,; the nature
and extent of use of the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick differed across class-

rooms. The time varied from one to several periods; the number of articles

in other subject areas siuch as arts and crafts, library research, creative
writing, and lettetr writing; some gave homework assignments to read and/or
write aboit other articles; and some limited use to the one class period and

the students' voluntary further activities:

concrete evidence of topics I was presenting"). Others alsc commented on the
good layout and the stories. All but one teacher said there was nothing to

enjoyed it and learned from it. I can't find anything I disliked." The one
teacher, however, noted that the vocabulary was difficult. When evaluating
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"somewhat inappropriate.” The photographs were consistently rated as ''very

changes, one teacher requested easier vocabulary; and two suggested including
a glossary of unfamiliar words for those experiencing difficulty and "to moti-

vate them to look up unfamiliar words." A unique suggestion offered by omne

teacher was to have the children send in letters commenting on parts of the
issue and to publisli them.

(and found it helpful),

future activities. The only change suggested was that it also be a resource

asked if they could read the magazine during their lunch period; and most
teachers ieported that their students took the magazine home to read and reread

magazine, as evidenced by recalling facts, the understanding revealed in later
discussion of topics; the preparation of experience charts about the information

‘arned; and their continued research on some of the articles. Their responses

to how the magazine differed from the students' usual school materials, however,
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ranged from 'not at all" to '"somewhat." Some teachers provided mno specific
rationale for their response; but those that did said, "It let the students go

on to other areas once exposed to some of the stories"; "Although not generally
part of the curriculum; it could be integrated (into it)"; and "The information
was presented in a more technical and sophisticated manner and the photographs

version of the Ranger Rick magazine, and none had read it before.
All the teachers reported that there were mo similar Spanish materials in
their school. Given that fact and their general enthusiasm for the magazine,

they all .recommended its continued use: They all selected the grade level in

Science; and Spanish. Two teachers also recommended its use in Social Studies;

snd one noted its value for individual reading during the students' free period.
As was true of the program directors' responses, the teachers' responses

to the open-ended questions on the educational value and potential use of a

Spanish edition summarized best their feelings as well as providing additional

information. In response o its educational value, they said; "I'd like to

see this magazine; the Sﬁéﬁish edition, used as part of the science program.

Facts are presented in such an interesting and attractive Fashion that students

ceem to be more motivated and eager to read or have the stories read to them";

iitt broadens children's knowledge in wildlife which these inner—city children

are not exposed to in language familiar to them. It serves as enrichment
activity in addition to a regular reading program. It encourages these children

whose language is mainly Spanish to want to read such a well-edited and inter-—

esting, as well as beautifultly iliustrated, magazine as Ranger Rick which I

personally found a pleasure to read"; and "The Spanish edition of Ranger Rick is

L\



of great educational value. It presents information in an attractive and appeal-

ing manner. The Spanish edition provides the occasional alternative from the

on the Spanish language. (If a nice magazine like Ranger Rick is writtem in

children.
In response to its potential valie for bilingual programs, the magazine was

agdin recommended for supplementary reéading and enrichment. To quote from 8oie
of the questionnaires: '"Excellent magazine! Well translated!" "From the avail-

able material on the market being translated into Spanish, it appears yours is

the best I've come across." Some siiggested changes, howevér, also were noted.

more closely the curriculum. If not, it could be used for leisure reading or
individualized reading:'" Also, one teacher commented, "I believe when quoting

a quotation.'" But the following teacher summarized well many of the favorable
reactions noted earlier. "I think using the Spanish edition is most beneficial
to any bilingual program in many respects. Primarily the children are exposed

to a Spanish langiage edition cf a well-known magazine. The children can see

education program." And, in a final comment, this same teacher noted; "Enjoyed

using; hope it will be available. It is important that the children be exposed
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Rick combines all these:"

As was noted in the cection in the Procedures chapter describing the sam-
ple, approval was received too late to include a larger sample of New York City
classes. But as the above description indicates, fo- these urban economically
disadvantaged minority youngsters, thé Spanish edition 6f4RangEt4§i£k,ﬁ§69i&é&

a multifaceted aid that contributed greatly to both the educational needs and
interésts of students and staff.

New York City also was used for field-testing the data collection materials
and procedures. Following review by staff at ETS and the National Wildlife

Federation of the Spanish version of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine and draft
g g

copies of the questionnaires that had been prepared for administering to stu-
dents, teachers,; and other relevant school personnel in the pilot study, a
field tryout of the aéta:gathétiﬁg procediites took place in two New York City
District & schools in mid=October.

Due to the efforts and close cooperation of staff in the New York City
Office of Bilingual Education, particularly those in the District &4 Office,
arrangements were readily made to observe two bilingual classes using the
Spanish edition of Ranger Rick and to interview participating teachers and
administrative staff. In accord with the data collection stratagy for the
@ctual pilot study; both English and Spanish copies of the selected issue and
accompanying activity guide were made available to school staff prior to the

designated class period,; and staff were instriucted to use whatever content and
mode(s) of instruction they desired.
Two schools participated "in this field tryout--a bilingual school situated

within a larger public school and P:S: ___ —-both schools-located in "Spanish
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observed; in the latter; a 6th-grade bilingual class was observed. The author
was accompanied by Maria Santiago Mercado from the ETS Princeton Office. Imme~
diately following each observation the participating teacher and a member of the

school's administrative staff were interviewed concerning their redctions to the
magazine and the various English version questionnaires, and their perceptions
of the students' readctiois.

.

The first observation took place in the alternative bilingual school during

a thirty-five minute Language Arts class period. Prior to distributing the
Spanish Ranger Rick magazine to the students; the teacher reviewed a class

assignment to prepare sentences using several Spanish words she had introduced

on students to read aloud from the selected story.

The teacher, a young Hispanic woman, continually moved around the class-
room, providing students freqient verbal and nonverbal positive reinforcement
as she posed many questions on the story content, called attention to the
various illustrations; and expanded vocabutary and ideas: The students were
actively engaged in the activity; with many volunteering to answer the various

questions posed, and all attentive to the story. Thé class comprised 25 stu-
""""""" girls, at least 80% of whom were Hispanic. All Students

were provided an opportunity to read aloud and/or discuss the story. Despite

differences in Spanish fluency, the teacher's warmth and encouragement facili-

tated students' willingness to read aloud and to attempt to answer the questions
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magazine and expressed a strong desire for more issues. Although the teacher
reported that many of the articles included words not commornly used by the stu—
dents in her class, she felt they were appropriate. Thus to facilitate their

participation she had given them prior preparation on selected words: Both she
and the principal felt the Various questionnaires were appropriate and feasible

and they could not foresee difficulties in responding. We ended our mesting
anticipating continued use of the magazine in this class as well as its future
use in other classes later in the year.

We then walked the several blocks to P:S: ____; where we were directed to

the 6th-grade bilingual class that had been scheduled for us to visit. Again

we observed a 35-minute instructional period. This was a much larger class than

the one we observed previously; there were 37 students in attendance. There
wds a more even sex aistribution. Also; there was greater ethnic diversity

scribed as an English-dominant bilingual class.)

As in the previous class, the teacher had carefully reviewed the Ranger

Rick materials, selecting for use that section that appeared most relevant to

the current class program. The story chosen was "Search for Supersaurus."”

Sinice the class had been working on a unit that focused on knowing oneself and
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alterndative careers in order to make better cadreer choices, the teacher directed

the students to read this Ranger Rick Story with the purpose of finding out

aspects, and after a 10-minute period of silent reading, she elicited comments

from the class to fill in the record form she had drawn on the blackboard:

There was considerable discussion among the students a

am they read the story.
One student asked for a Spanish-English dictionary; after whicii the teacher

but waited for the students to find an appropriate response. Reinforcement

was frequent and positive. At the end of the class period, the students showed
considerable pleasure when they learned they coiuld keep the magazines. One
child spontaneocusly approached the observers to say "thank you'" for the maga-
zine; another asked if more issues would come. Several students suggested the
magazine also be used in other classes éuéﬁ as Spanish and Science:

In our subsequent discussion with the teacher she expressed considerable

pleasure with the magazine content and stated that the vocabulary level was

obvious enthusiasm for the magazine; she Said, '"There are so few new materials
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available in Spanish; the children are excited when they get one:" She also

photography project spontaneously commented on the unusual effects achieved in
some of the illustrations.

This teacher also found the various questionnaires appropriate and easy to
complete, and looked forward very much to continuing using the magazine. She
already planned to follow-up on the work initiated during this class period.

We next talked to District 4 staff from the Office of Bilingual Education.
7hey were very enthusiastic about the magazine and its wide applicability for

the students in their district. They also had reviewed the different question-
naires and found them appropriate and easy to complete. They gave their strong
endorsement to the program and offered their full cooperation for participating
in the pilot study.

In conclusion, in a field tryout of a Spanish version of the April 1980

Rangetr Rick's Nature Magazine in two inner—city schools; teachers,; students;

and administrative staff showed enthusiastic acceptance of these new materials.
For these 6th- and 7th-grade students of diverse ethnic background attending
bilingual classes; the story content and illustratioas in those sections used

were apparently highly engaging and stimulated discussion and learning. The
vocabulary; although somewhat unfamiliar, with teacher guidance was not too
ggiffiéﬁit- And perhaps most important, the students seemed to have raceived
something they were pleased and proud to have as their own. School administ:a-

tive and teaching staff were unifbrmiy'enthusiéééié about the potential value
of the materials and their use in a diversity of content area settings. For
students, teachers, administrators, and observers this tryout was a good learn-
ing experience, and we all looked forward to more such experiences:
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Pennsylvania

Bethlehem. Following discussions with the Bilingual Coordinator for the

Bethlehei Area School District, she met with school administrative and teaching
staff to review the study's goals and procedures: Three kindergarten through
6th-grade schools from this urban area in eastern Pennsylvania participated in
the study, each providing one combined class of 4th-; Sth-; and bth-grade stu-

denits in group sizes of 8, 11, and 22: The three schools differed in the size

65% of whom were Hispanic. Although no family background data were provided,
the majority of Hispanic students in this area are of Puerto Ricam origin. Two
of the schools reported that their students; on the average; were performing

one or more grade levels below national norms; whereas in the third school;

expected grade level.
Forty-one students from these three classes responded to the Student
Questionnaire. Of those who identified their sex; 12 were males and 24 were

females. Females predominated in all classes. Only two students said they

had seen the English edition of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine. They both had

seen it only once and liked it: All but one student reported speaking Spanish
at home: Most students said they read Spanish "very well" or "pretty well"
(56% and 32%; Eééﬁééfiﬁé1§5. In the one large class, all but one student
stated they read it "very well"; none said ' ey could not read it: Similarly;
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Again, in the largest class; all the students responded it was "easy;' whereas

of the Spanish words.

Approximately half of the students (49%) reported doing further activities
in school, but this was based on all of the Students in one class and half in
another. The parts used were "Search for Supersaurus," "Happy Bee,’ and the

or did puzzles. Only one student in the entire sample reported using the maga-

zine further outside schocl-—in this case, to read more. Although 617 said

they discussed the magazine with their families and friends, again it was

universally reported for one class and half of another; the former all reported
PRSRET]

they discussed "everything' and the latter, 'dinosaurs" and "April Foolers:"

When asked what they had learned; the two most frequent categories used were
animals and story facts: In one class, all the stidents responded that they

ing what they liked most in the magazine was "everything"; "dinosaurs” and
"pictures" were the next most ftéquéﬁt replies (15% each). Eleven of the 17

identical responses to most questions. When asked what they liked least; most

students éﬁiiéa "hedgehogs"” (20%) and "April Foolers' (10%); with ome class
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all responding "hedgehogs;" and the other classes giving varied responses.
Several of the recently mainstreamed studernts said that some of the stories
and words were too difficult. In general, however, fewer articles or features
were identified as not liked. The 39 students who rated the various magazine
features (95% of the sample) all said they liked the stories, and, with the
exception of one student who said he/she 'meither liked nor disliked" them,
the pictures and variety; in contrast; only 68% said they liked the games;

the vocabulary used: .
The most frequently mentioned difference noted by the students between this
magazine and their regular school materials was the animals (primarily because

the response "pictures of rare animals" was given by the largest class). Other
P y g

stories ("Because I can understand it in Spanish and like the stories"; "It
teaches you new and different things"). The students in this-site were almost

unanimous in wanting to continue receiving the magazine; only two said 'no" or

that they "did not care". Almost three-fourths (71%) of the sample expressed a
preference for having the magazine in Spanish; another five and four of those
responding said they would 1iké to receive it in both Spanish and English and
English only, respectively: Most (63%) said they would like to use the maga=

zine in school; but a majority (56%) also wanted to use it at hotme.
Slightly over half of the students (21 or 51%) stated they would like
some change(s) made in future issues. In one class all 11 students (27%)

responded they wanted easier exercises. The next most frequently requested
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change (by 22% of the sampiéj was the page two picture of the hippopotamus.

Nevertheless; given their general enthusiasm for the magazine, students recom-

3rd grades recommended most (by 73%, 63%, and 61%, respectively). One class

recommended grades 3 through 5; another mostly 3rd and 4th grade, and the

thir

d mostly Sth and 6th grade.

one class the students noted ''the many interesting things;' “information that

Perhaps their attitudes are expressed best by the class that noted; "We have

read the magazine in school and it is our opinion that it is excellent."
Since this class was described as engaging in considerable discussion, it

seems more likely that the universality of the response was one of student

consensus rather than having been dictated by the teacher.

and two reported liking it a little and ome a lot. Although the principal
serving a small percentage of Hispanic children did not respond to many of the
items, the other two principals were éﬁthﬁsiééti¢ about the magazine; they per-—
ceived all the features as pleasing and appropriate. One principal especially
liked the pictures and interest level of the stories and viewed both the

stories and games as interesting and educational. The other principal remarked
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the test copy,; and that they were all very appreciative to have been able to
use it. What this principal liked iiost was "the fact that it was in Spanish:"

level more suitable for elementary students; the other principal simply stated
that the present format was good: Two of the three principals reported that

there were no similar Spanish materials in their schools; but the third indi-

and Science classes. 1In evaluating the potential use of a Spanish editiom of

Ranger Rick in bilingual; ESL; or other special programs, the ome principal

remarked that with three bilingual classes in the school a Spamish edition
would be an extremely valuable tool. ("The variety of topics, stories; games

stiiderits to read:.'") The other principal also responded that the Spanish edition
woild enhance their bilingual program; and that there would be potential use

as a tie—-in to the Social Studies program. He/she noted; however, that use of
the magazine in ESL classes was limited since "the time available for ESL limits
use of such support materials."

The Teacher Qﬁéétiaﬁﬁéiéé was ébﬁﬁiétéd by all three teachers: As noted

eartier, all three ﬁéftiéiﬁétiﬁg classes were a mixed groip of 4th, 5th, and

6th graders. Their Spanish and English competencies varied somewhat. The
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Wyery well") and as writing Spanish "pretty well." In contrast; their English
speaking and reading fluency was rated 'somewhat;' and they were generally

described as 'hardly able at all" to write English. In the third and much
larger class of 22 students; the teacher reported that although the studeits
could speak, read, and write "very well" in Spanish, they could perform these
skills "hardly at all" in English.

translation. The third class spetit more than 90 minutes, since the magazine
tires were used, with two stories read by the teacher with no translation

required. Two teachers used the Activity Guide: one for the poems; '"Ranger

Rick and His Friends," and the Nature Club, and one for the "Ranger Rick &nd
His Friends" story only. Both reportedly found it helpful. The third teacher
said that although he/she had read it, it was not used since it was incompat-
ible with his/her teaching style.

These teachers were Very enthusiastic about the magazine and generally
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the exception of one teacher who rated the games as "somewhat appropriate;”

"appropriate" or "very appropriate." When asked what they liked most; the

responses were: 'stories and animal photos"; "topics discussed and pictures";

commented; "The students were delighted when they noticed the magazine was in
Spanish." They all also agreed that even in the short time involved; the

students had definitely learned: Although one teacher did not provide specific

many questions, were involved in active discussion--"all raising their hands
to participate'--and their faces showed their understanding and enjoyment.

They all reported there were no similar Spanish materials in their schools,
class materials; two rated it as "somewhat different" and one as "very dif-
ferent.' The two similar ratings focused, however, on Very different aspects.

was presented. The teacher who rated it as "very different" said he/she 'never

§aw a magazine of this quality in Spanish."
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as follows: 3rd~ through 6th-grade Science; 3rd- and 4th-grade Science and
Spanish and 4th- through 6th-grade Social Studies; and 3rd- through Sth-grade
Language Arts, Science, and Spanish:

One teacher noted that the English edition of Ranger Rick was in library
circulation, but none of the three had read it. They all indicated, however;
the potential educational value of the Spanish editiom in their schools. They
all agreed on its excellent enrichment value for their bilingual classes: "I
think it's very valuable to awaken the curiosity of the pupils: It is an excel-
lent magazine for che classroom"; "We don't have any material like it. It
reinforces learning in an enjoyable way"; and "It could be easily incorporated

educational value for ESL classes: "It could be used as a follow-up or for

individualized teaching."

and provided evidence for its appropriateness;

and predominantly Puerto Rican youth:

VI7 . P —

Ben Boit:. The Palito Bilanmco independent School District; which was lo-
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achievement tests. Eighty percent of the students came from low socioeconomic
families (45% and 30%, respectively, of household heads were employed as un-
skilled, farm or nonfarm laborers and 5% were ﬁﬁéﬁﬁiayéaﬁ. Although the school
district had originally signed up three ESL classes (a 4th; a combined 5th- and
and questionnaires were received from only seven 6th-grade students. The 7th-
grade students were described as unable to read the questionmnaire; although
both Spanish and English versions were available.

The seven 6th-grade ESL students comprised five iales and two females.
Six of them reportedly had read the English version of Ranger Rick in school
two to four times, and all had liked it. Althongh six students said they
spoke Spanish at home; they described themseives as generally not able to

réad it well. Three stated they read Spanish "pretty well," three "a little

bit," and one "not at all"; six of the seven found the Spanish in the magazine
difficult. Thus, it is not surprising that the teacher reportedly read the

magazine to them and translated most of the words:

their families and/or friends. (The "April Foolers" feature and the pictures

were each mentioned three times, and one student referred to "all the strarge
When asked what they liked most; six responded "the animal stories" (the

seventh student said, "I don't know becaise I can't read it"), but they were
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everything but the vocabulary (four checked "disliked;" and three "neithex
liked nor disliked"). In comparing the magazine with their regular school
materials; the main difference noted (by five students) was the use of Spanish;
other comments made were that it was Fun, interesting, and ificluded fiore on
animats:

All the students said they wanted to continue receiving the magazine, but
five preferred it in English only and two in both Spanish and English; tic one
wanted to receive it in Spanish only. For khis group of students the majority
preferred to use it at home than schsol (5 vs. 2). Despite their expressed
preference for an English edition of the magazine, no one requested that the
magazine itself be changed. Most studsnts (4), however, recommended it be used
in grade 8, with one recommendation each for grade 6 and grade 2; The higher
grade level recommendation may reflect the difficulty these students experienced
in reading the magazine. All the students wrote additional comments after
completing the questionnaire. Most of them responded that they enjoyed the
suzzles and pictures; and some said they especially liked the "trick" pictures.

The School Questionnaire was completed by the Teacher Corps team leader.

L4

Ranger Rick was available in the school library, and he/she had read it at

least five times and enjoyed it a lot. With the exception of the vocabulary
which was rated as "disliked," the other magazine features were described as
"liked very much." He/she reportedly liked most the science articles and

least the games. Although this staff member had not discussed the magazine with
the students nor were there any similar Spanish materials available; he/she

did niot recommedd its continued use in its present form: No potential was

seen for bilingual or ESL classes since the students could not read the
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Spanish. This respondent further commented, "A combined English/Spanish

Spanish was more appropriate for our area: Texas Spanish is not like your
magazine:"

The Teacher Questionnaire was completed by both the 6th- and 7th-grade
ESL teachers. Both teachers indicated that although their students were
Hispanic and spoke Spanish in their homes, all of the 6th graders and 95% of

the 7th graders could read Spanish "hardly at all." 1In contrast; the 6th
graders were rated as speaking; reading; and writing English “pretty well,"
and 85% of the 7th graders were described as speaking and reading it "pretty
well"; and 15% “56ﬁé?hat.“ Their English writing skills; however; were

Both teachers used the magazine in a Language Arts period for 30 to 45
minutes. The 6th-grade class used six of the first seven articles (omitting
Wiho Knows?"), and the teacher read three of them ("April Foolers," "Ollie
interested inm the pictures: Since the 7th-g.ade students could not read the
Spanish edition; they only discussed the pictures; and the teacher read the
"Search for Supersaurus" story to them. Both teachers translated most of the

words: Neither one used the Activity Guide.

When asked what they liked most, both teachers listed the pictures; the

the magazine changed to a simpler vocabulary level. Similarly, the 6th- and

7th-grade teachers; respectively, rated the pictures and story topics as 'very
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inappropriate” (since the 7th-grade students could not read the instructions);
both rated the vocabulary as "very inappropriate."

The 6th-grade teacher stated the students were actively engaged during
the class session and that they liked most the bright colorful pictures in the

that the stodents shared the pictures later with their friends. Also, they

appeared to have at least learned the names of several different animals: The

7th-grade teacher, however, 8aid that although these students also liked the
pictures; they were not actively engaged during the class session since they
could not read the information; and he/she did not know if they had learned
anything.

Both teachers indicated that there were no similar Spanish materials in

the school. Neither knew if there was an English version of Ranger Rick's

Nature Magazine in the school, although both had read it elsevhere and liked

it. They both viewed the present Spanish issue as 'somewhat different" from
their students' usual school materials; with one teacher referring to its
science content and the other not elaborating further. Dué to the fact,
however, that it was too difficult for these ESL stiidents, neither teacher

perceived the magazine in its present form as having potential use in their

munity; a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick to be useful would require a much
simpler vocabulary to more adequately match the students' limited Spanish

feading skills. Given the students' greater proficiency in English and
their preference for receiving future issues in English; however, an English
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learning and appreciation for the science topics covered. This seems particu-
larly relevant when the students' families, as appears to be the case in this
instance, have had limited schooling and may experience difficulty reinforcing

their children's Spanish reading skills.

San Antonio. Following review and approval of the study design and

the Office of Bilingual Education; a number of school principals and staff

voliiiteered to participate in this pilot study of the feasibility of a Spanish

edition of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine.

The San Antonio sariple comprised 10 classes from five elementary schools

and two classes from two middle schools. The elementary schools served students
in pre-kindergarten or kindergarten through S5th grade; the middle schools served

.

students in grades 6 th-sugh 8. The schools were located in several school .

ticipating elementary schools had a student populatirn that was at least 97%
Yispanic and which, on the average, picformed one or mure grade levels below
v i .t expected grade level on &tandardized reading achievement tests. Almost

all of the families of the students in these four schools were employed as

unskilled; nonfarm laborers or were unemploved. Grne school checked onily the
unskilled, nonfarm categorv; the respective percentages for two of the other

schools were 76% and 10%, and 40% aud 45%; and in the school with the largest
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enrollment (995) and located in the central city area, 90% of the families were
described as ufiemployed. The fifth elementary school differed considerably;
58% of the students were Hispanic, they performed on the average one-half to
one grade level lower than their expected grade level on standardized reading
achievemeint tests, and they came from families in which most heads of household
had clerical/sales or skilled labor jobs: The two middle schools provided demo-
graphic data only on students in those classes they anticipated participating
in the study. At least 98% of these students were Hispanic and they generally
standardized reading tests; most of their parents were employed in unskilled
nonfarm labor jobs or were unemployed (60% and 40%, and 95% and 0%, respectively,
for the families in the two schools).

Two of the elementary schools provided one class each (one a &4th grade,
the other a 5th grade); two schools both provided a 4th and a 5th grade; and
in one school three classes participated (a 4th, a 5th; and a combined 4th and
5th grade). The largest elementary school had planned to have several classes
participate, but ofter further staff review of the magazine they decided that
the vocabilary and content were too difficult for their students; most of whom
came from very impoverished and poorly educated families, and many of whom were
recent arrivals from Mexico. One class participated from each of the middle

comparative percentages across groups would be misleading. However, any
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middle-school students are pointed out in the following description of the

findings. For those who provided sex identification; there was an approximately

Rick: Most of them had seen it in school only once (although almost as many
reported seeing it five or wmore fimes), and all but two said they had likead it.
All were 4th or 5th graders,; but <lthough all five elementary schools were rep—
resented; a third of them came Z:iom one 5th-—grade class. Eighty-eight percent
of the sample said they spoke Spanish in their homes; in onlv two Ath—giéaé
classes, however, did everyone say they did. In describiug their ability to
read Spanish, 547 said they could read it "a little bit," 21% said "pretty well,"
15% "very well," and 9% "not at all''y 12 of the 21 students who said they could
not read it at all were 4th graders. All of the students in the combined 6th-
tlirough 8th-grade class said they cauia.reaa Spanish "pretty well" (82%) or

"a little bit" and three said they could not read it- at all. When asked to

said it was "easy,;'" "neither difficult nor easy;" or ”3iffiéﬁi£“ €32%; 33%; and
31%; respectively). The 4th-grade students comprised at least 51% of those

iho perceived it as difficult (the combined 4th and 5th prade was not included
in this percentage; if they had been, the percentage would have increased to
65%). All but one of the students in the combined 6th= through 8th-grade class

said it was "easy"; again, however, the 6th-grade students in the other middle
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zine to them, but this differed by school and by class within school. As might
be expected, teachers reportedly read to the students in thosSe classes where
students expressed the most difficulty reading Spanish. Thus, for example, the
teacher for the 6th—, 7th-, and 8th-grade class did not read to the students;
bit the teacher for the Gth-grade class did: Similarly; 54% of the students

said their teacher had transiated at least some of the Spanish. For more than
half of these students (54%),; who represented a 4th-; 5th—; and a 6th-grade
class, the teacher translated most or all of the Spanish.

Onily 20% of the students said they did further magazine-related activities
in schooi: Thirty-five of the 46 students who did were in the two middle-school
classes; the remdinder were scattered across classes and schools. The "Happy
Bee" story, dinosaur article, and "April Foulers" feature were the only parts
of the magazine mentioned (by 22, 13, and 3 students, respectively); 21 of the

22 students who listed the '""Happy Bee'" story were in the bthi-grade class,
whereas 10 of the 13 students who mentioned the dinosaur article were in the
combined 6th- through 8th-grade class. The most frequently mentioned activity

school student built a dinosaur model: The next most frequently mentioned

bined 6th- through Sth-grade class. Two students in this same class also
reported doing vocabulary activities. Three elementary school students
reported aiéwiﬁg the hippopotamus and the dinosaur bones. Several students;
however, did not specify what parts of the magazine were used or what they did.
Even fewer students (14%) reported doing any magazine-related activities

cutside of school: The 6th-grade class accounted for 21 of the 33 students
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who said they aia; the remainder were students from the various 5EE:é§éaé
classes. None of the 6th-grade students specified what part of the magazine
was used, biit the elementary school students referred primarily to the "Build
a Boxosaurus" and dinosaur articles. Students in the 6th-grade class all
reported doing '"projects' (specified later by their teacher as related to the

*+2? a dinosaur, drawing pictures from the stories, and looking up information
in the encyclopedia.

zine with family aac/or fviends. With the exception of one 4th-grade class
and the combined 4th- ana Sth-grade class in another school, there werd some
students who reportedly did so in every class; only the bth-grade class; how-

ever; had a majority of students who said they did. The dinosaur article,

hedgehogs story, and "April Foolers" feature were mentioned most (by 12, 9,

and 8, respectively,; of the 55 students). The "Search for Supersaurus" story;
"the animals," and "all the magazine' were responses given by four students
each; nio other response was made by more than one person.

When asked what they had learmed, 23% of the students listed specific
story facts, 17% science topics; 11% story titles, and 10% said they learned

about various animals: Other less frequent responses were 1ééfﬁiﬁg about
conservation issues and scientific methods (8% each) and how to build dincsaurs
and solar home models (3%). Among the many (79) vague and miscellaneotis
responses given (by 34% of the sample) were those by 27 students in one

4th-grade class who said they learned "nothing." Most of thé responses in the

"othér'" category were vague references to learring about dinosdirs, ledrdirng

a lot, and so forth. In examining t4e class data few trends were apparent.
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Most of the students who referred to scientific methods were in one 5Sth=grade
class and they gave highly similar responses about learning how the dinosaur
bones were dug up; and/or how the casts were put on bones. Most of the &th-

‘grade students in another school referred to learning about fossils and dimosaur
bones. The studeiits in the combined 6th-, 7th- and 8th-grade class all listed
various diverse topics (e.g.; "I liked it becaise I learned a little bit of
Spanish, animals,; solar homes; and dinosaurs"); whereas most of the 6th-grade
students gave the sarie response—--"learned aboit reptiles, mammals, dinosaurs,

and hedgehogs.

the magazine. In responding to what they liked most, 44% listed the pictures;
the next most frequent responses were the dinosaur article, hedgehogs story,
and stories in gederal, which werw given by 14% and 10% each; respectively:

The only age “rends noted were that more than two-thirds (65%) of the students
who listed the pictures we.e 4th graders (69 of 101). Also, the 4th-grade
classes were more likely to give a few common responses rather than a more
diverse array. Particular classes; however; showed differential preferences.

Supersautus” and the "Sea Poems." Included among the "other responses were

enjoying the book's format and the way it was written. Six elementary schoot

studets (four from one #ih-grade class); however; sajd thev 1iked "nothing."
Many fewer students reported any disiikes: Tn [act; 55 of them (24%)
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given by the most students (16% and 15%: respectively): Seven percent of the
students listed the "April Foolers" feature and the dinosaur article; but no

to the magazine itself. In examining the class data; all biut one or two stu-
dents in a 4th- and a Sth-grade class said they liked "everything" (one 5th
grader responded, "The 'Happy Bee' because I hate to talk about houses and

it was too long"), whereas all the students in the &4th-grade class who pre-
viously said they learned nothing, responded that they disliked the vocabulary.
Again, there was a marked contrast between the two middle-school classes; only
three students in the combined 6th—; 7th-; and 8th-grade class meutioned
anything they liked least, whereas 15 in the 6th-grade citass did, with 1t

responses referring to the magazine being in Spanish.

Consistent with the above findings, when asked to rate various magazine

featuzes, the pictures received the most "like" responses (83%) and the vocabu-
jary received the least (40%). An approximately equal percentage of students
rated the stories and games as "liked" (67% and 66%, respectively), and 59%
said they liked the magazine's variety. Similarly, the vocabulary received
more than twice as many "dislike" ratings (34%) as any other feature, as well
as more neutral ratings (23%). Ratings differed, however, within and across
schools. In one 4th-grade class, all but four ratinps were "liked," whereas
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case, vocabularv):. 1In one school, neither class gave more than two "dislike"

from their other school materials; 53% of the students referred to it being
in Spanish. The next most frequent differences noted--the pictiires, stories;
and better quality--were only listed by 9% and 8% each, respectively. Eleven

students (5%) referred to the inclusion of specific articles and ten students
(4%) said that the magazine was more interesting, fun, and informative. A&
few students also mentioned the inclusion of games and activities and the

magazine's greater variety. Included among responses in the "other'" category

was, "You don't have to study it or take it home for homework:' Examination
of the class data, however, indicated variation within a:d across schools.
Both the 4th-grade class in which all the students had said that they disliked

the vocabulary and the 6th-grade class referred solely to the Spanish. Spanish
was the predominant response in the remaining 4th-grade classes, but a few
students also noted other differences. ("It's different because it's in
Spanish and it tells how the animals live and how they were bora too.") Im

the oldest group, the combined 6th—, 7th-, and 8th-grade class, more students
pointed out that they liked the magazine and thought it was better made: With

the exception of one 5th-grade class and the 6th-grade class, students in the

older grades generally indicated various differences. Some of the Following

comments exemplify these findings: "Because it's good for children and has

interesting and better than reading books and because it tells about things
we don't have"; and "In that this book has different and amusing stories where-

as school booke don't:"
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In general, the students had enjoyed the magazine and most (72%) said
they wanted to continue receiving it; 15% said they did not care either way;
and 11% said they did not. Thirty of the 35 students who said they did not

erally had responded most negatively. Similarly, more than half (54%) of the

he/she did not want to continue using the magazine. Despite the difficulty
experienced by many of the 6th-grade students reading the magazine; all said
they wanted to continie receiving it. As expected from their previous responses,

wanted to continue using the magazine: In the other schools with more than
one participating class,; there was one class in which all responded favorably,
and one that was predominantly negative.

Most of the negative reactions appeared to be rélated to the use of Spanish
and the students' limited competence in reading Spanish. More students (44%)
said they preferred to receive future issues in Engiish only; 21% said they
preferred it in both Spanish and English, and 17% preferred a Spanish edition.
Thetre was Soiie variation across schools; however. 1In two elementary schlicols

schools, one elementary and one middle school; the students preferred a Spanish
edition. & siightiy higher percentage of students (52% vs. 45%) said they pre-

ferred to use the magazine at home; but this also varied within and across

schools: More students in both middle schools said they preferred to use it in
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Also, in some classes most students said they wanted to use it in both places.

Only two students mentioned using it in other places (friends' or relatives'

homes): Some students provided rationales for their choice of location: "In
school because I like to think about it with my friends"; "In school because
my teacher tells me more"; and "In home because it's quieter."

Slightly more than a quarter of the sample (27%) indicated they would
like charges made in future issues. One elementary scheool accounted for 32
(53%) of the 61 students who requested changes. 1In contrast to the results

the most frequently mentioned desired change (by 13% of the total sample) was
that the magazine be in English. Other changes requested were the addition
of more pictitres and animal stories, more and better games, the deletion of
certain pictures, and that the vocabulary te revised: One student suggested
that the magazine be in oth Spanish and English:

Nevertheless, at least 33 students recommended that the magazine be used

most represented in the sample were selected most,; with the 6th, 5th, and

4th grade recommended by 43%, 41%, ani 37%, respectively,; of the total §ém§ié.
With the exception of a few 4th-grade classes in which more students recofi-
mended a lower or higher grade level, students generally selected their own
grade levei most often. Almost all the students in the one 4th-grade class
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2nd grade. With the exception of that 4th-grade class and the 6th-grade class
which only recommended it be uséd in Sth and 6th grade, students in the other
classes recommended various grade levels, incli-ding six classes that checked
all of them. o
The number of stufZe<® in a class who wrote additional comments after com-

pleting the questionnaire ranged from zero to all. Their responses exemplified
the varied reactions both within and across classes: For example; in one
4th-grade class; a student said, "I love it. It was a pretty book--all those
pictures in the book," whereas another said;, "I don't like to read in Spanish

“  and never want to read it again." 1In some classes, moSt gave & COMION T&5PONSE
(e.g., "I liked the pictures"); in other classes, students gave diverse com-

ments. Some students reportea facts they learned; whereas others reiterated
their likes, and sometimes, dislikes. A cross-section of responses across
classes inciude the following: "I think it was very well made--the stories,

like it because it has many different animals. It teaches you to make things';
"I like it a lot. It's a good magazine and is in Spanish and it's very easy";

"Didn't understand the vocabulary because it was very hard”; "I like Ranmger Rick
a lot, but it's better in English"; "I like to be a girl like other girls and

we liked it in Spanish and it looked neat in Spanish because we can learn and

talk in Spanish and do a lot of fun and win (when) you do nothing you can help
iis to do something: I like thé magazine, to use it is fun. Thanks for your

_71

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



E

O

-265-

"y
ps

fun and to iearn new things. I think it's a very interesting magazine";
tike to read the book most. I also like the pictures in the book. Could
you please send us some more Ranger Rick. I took the Ranger Rick home"; "I
thought the magazine was exciting, interesting, and fascinating. I like the

story about porcupines and dinosaurs. I alsc liked pictiures of the porcupine
family"; "I liked idost the dinosaurs. Thanks for your help. Can learn to do
something and learn how to ralk in Spanish. I like the pictures and stories
in the book a lot"; "I thought this magazine was different than other books,
not just because it’s in Spanish cause it showed me things I never knew";
"“Dear Ranger Rick; thank you for taking your time by doing the magazine and I
rsally enjoyed your magazine"; "I really enjoyed the magazine. Send more
please"; "The magazina is most important. I learn more and can learn Science
also"; "It's entertaining and explains everything well"; "I thought this was
the most exciting book I've ever read at school or other places"; "I used it
in class and is very interesting. Because of it, I would like to contirue my
studies"; "The magazine is good for our reading and knowing words and pronuncia-
wanted to respond it's very good."

School Questionnaires were received from two elemgntary schools and one

schools. They reported that the English edition of Ranger Rick was available
in the library in the middle school and in one of the elementary schools. In
the two schools where it was available; the principal of the elementary school

read it numerous times at home and liked it a lot.
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In general, these school personnel were positive aboiut the present Spanish
issue of Ranger Rick. Although the elementary school teachers said they dis-
iiked the vocabulary; all of them liked the pictures very much: Two of them

also liked the variety of topics and interest level of the stories very much
4tid the othér said he/she liked chem; the games were rated as "liked very much;"

~

responding to what they liked most; two of the elementary school teachers noted
the pictures ("because they created a lot of discussion') and one replied;, "I
thought the format was interesting and attractive." Tke middle-schocl teacher
Ali .in elementary school teachérs denoted the vocabulary as liked least; with
oht. ¢omientins that he/she jiked least that "the children were unable to read

the magazine." The middle=school teacher liked least the Teacher's Guide and

the elenentary school principal did not indicate what he/she liked most or
least.

Consistent with their dislikes,; two of the elementary school teachers

All the elementary school teachers said that they had discussed the magazine
with the students; two reported that most of the students neither liked nor

disliked it; and one replied that some students in the class liked it and some
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did not like it at all. 1In contrast, the middle-school teacher responded that

the students said they liked it very much.

Rick, their recommendations for continued use varied. Two of the elementary
4th-grade Language Arts, Science, and Spanish. The elementary school primcipal
recommended that it be available in the library, and the middle-school teacher
recomiended it be used in 6th-grade Language Arts; Science; and Spanish.

Their responses to the open—ended questions best reflect their views. When
asked to comient on the magazine's educational value; they said: "It is very
lifited since only a few children can read it independently. A few others can

with it. But it was enjoyable"; "A Spanish edition of i.inger Rick would be
beneficial if on their grade levels: The one we used was too advanced"; and
"The magazine could be part of a Reading Center; it could also be Used to intro=
diice init (science) and could also be part of a Reading or Language Arts class."
Most, however; saw its potential use in bilingual, ESL; or other programs.

They responded as follows: "Possibilities with those who have a good founda-~
tion in Spanish reading skills"; "Could be used for monolingual 3panish-speaking
students"; "I don't teach bilingual or ESL classes; but it seemed interesting";

“Tt would be very beneficial for bilingual students in Reading and Science";

snd '"Could be used in a bilingual program in a reading class, a reading center,

science class, or science centor." The concluding comment from a 4th-grade
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number of students. Most of them could not comprehend enough to make the effort
or results worthwhile. I think there is a need for this type of magazine."
Teacher Questionnaires were received for 10 of the 11 participating classes.

his/her views about the magazine are represented. The data from the elementary

although certain features siich as the pictiures were quite appealing and many
of the students expressed their pleasure in using the magazine. The individual
who completed thie Teacher Questionnaire for the Sth-grade class in the other
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According to the questionnaire, the 5th-grsde class spent less than 30
minutes with the magazine during a Langoage Arts period: Although all the

the Spanish. He/she also did not use the Activity Guide. Whoever completed

the questionnaire made several other responses difficult to interpret. For
example, when asked what he/she liked most; just the word "dog" was listed,
although it a~~eared that the word "pictures" had been erased. Although re-
sponding "aothing" to what was liked least, it was recommended that in future

issues the birds be changed--another ambigiious response. All the magazine
features, however, were .ced as ''very appropriate.”

used and as liking best the pictures and least the penguins: The respondent
was uncertain, however; whether they had learned from the experience.

Although not, knowing whether similar Spanish materials were available, the
respondent viewed the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick as "not at all different"

from the students' usual school materials. The English edition of Ranger Rick

at best of limited value.

Two elementary schools had both a 4th- and a 3th-grade group participat-

ing in the study: As noted in the School Sample Description form, these
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schools varied considerably in the proportion of Hispanic students enrolled

and the socioeconomic backgrounds of tiii students: For this study, however;
participating classes within schools also differed: In the one school; although

described at least 86% of them as speaking Spanish in their homes; whereas

reportedly only 25% to 40% did so in the other class. Also, siudents in the

former class were rated as generally speaking Spanish "somewhat" and redding

*and writing it "hardly at all;" but as speaking; reading; and writing English

"yery well." Students in the latter class were descrilisd is speaking Spanish
"yery well," but only reading and writing it "somewhat." They, too, were rated
as speaking English 'very well," but in addition, reading and writing it "pretty
well." vVery few students in either class were enrolled in a bilingual progrzm.
The 4th-p 'e group spent 76 to 90 miniutes duriug their Social Studies
class to rea: ;e articles and to have the teacher read four others based o
the children's interest. Given the studemnts' limited ability to read Spanish,

the teacher translated most of the words:. fhe 5th-grade studeats spent 30 to

45 minutes oun the mag:zine during their Science class. The teacher read eight
stories to the class that were selecte? because they seemed most relevant to

Science studies and reportedly tr:nslated all the words. Neither teacher used

the Activity Guide.

When asked what they liked best, the 4th-grade teacher indicated the pic-
tures and the Sth—grade teacher listed the "Search for Supersaurus" story.
Althiough the latter teacher cocmented further that he/she enjoyed all the
stories, articles, and activities, tle &4th-grade teacher reclied that what he/
she liked least @as the students' lack of interest. In rating the varic:s

i \gazine features, both rated the pictures as 'very appro,riate” and the games
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as "appropriate"; the story topics were rated as "very appropriate’ ('are
relevant to Science') by the Sth-~grade teacher and as "appropriate" by the

teacher; respectively:
Since the 4th-grade students experienced eo miich difficulty with the

length. In contrast; the Sth-grade students were described as activsly engaged
and appeared to especially enjoy constructing thé carton dinosaur, but they,
too, were described as liking least the fact that the magazine was in Spanist

thought they had as evidenced by their interest in archeological excavations.
Both teachers reported there were mo similar Spanish materials i: the
school. The English edition of langer Rick, however, was available in the

Schiool's library and both teachers had read it there numerous times and enjoye

it a lot. The present Spanish edition of Ranger Rick was viewed as "very dif-
ferent' from the &4th graders' other instructional materials because cf "the

very intaresting articles; but the Spanish turned tnem off;" whereas it was
related very closely with their Science and Weekly Reader studies." GDue to

the fact that the Spanish had pioved too ¢ fficult for the studlents in their
classes; neither teacher saw its educationsl value and did not recommend its
continued use. As the 4th-grade teacher comyiated; "The majority of students

do not read or write Spanith so i- was necessary to translate. This causes
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the effect of the intent to be lost." They also thought the Spanish vocabu-
lary too difficult for students in the bilingual program. The Sth-grade
teacher noted, however, "I belirve the lower grades would benefit more from
the Spanish edition: By the time they are in fifth grade; their English

speaking; reading; and writing ability far ouiweighs their Spanish abilicy:'

The experiencé of the students in the other school was quite different
and, therefore; led to very different recommendations. At least 86% of the
4tth-grade students were Hispanic; but only 71% to 85% were described as speak-
ing Spanish in their homes; and 56% to 70% were in a bilingual program. Most
of them (65%) were rated as speaking, reading, and writing Spanish "pretty

-

well,'" but 20% were rated as only able to perform '"somewhat." As expected,

rated as speaking, reading, and writing it "pretty well." Only 41% to 55% of
the 5th-grade students were descr-.bed as Hispanic and only 25% to 40% of them
as speuking Spanish in their homes; !ew, if any, were in a bilingual program.

able to wiite it "hardly at all." Since -hey were in a regular class, they

would be expected to be more proficient in English: Their teachers rate- them
as generally speakiiy zid writing English "pretty well' and r-ading it "very
well."

Both classes used the magacine for 30 to 45 minutes during » regular

hogs articles to the students siwce they iers fascinated with the coiorfutl

pictures and also interested ju an.mal facts and stories. Approximately haif
of the words were translated. TYour of the stories were used in the Sth~grade

c.* 38, but the teacher did not read any of them. Hc/she also trans:ated about

half of the words, however, Neither teacher used the Activity Guide
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the arti.les. Although the Sth-grade teacher responded that there was

teacher referred to the vocabilary becaiise it was "difficult even for the
better Spanish readgrs.“ Cor.sistent with these responses, the 5th-grade
teacher recommended no changes and the 4th-grade teacher said, "I would like
to see an easier edition with an easier reading level;" Their ratings of
the various magazine features were very similar: Both described the story

grade teacher rated it as "somewhat inappropriate."”

BGif teachers; however; viewed their studeri% AS actively engaged when
the magazine wa: used. The 4th graders appeared to like best the hedgehiogs

previous Science lesson. Neitiier teacher indicated anything their students

liked least. The Sth-grade teacher, however, was oncertain if the students

Although the ~nme teicner did not know if there were similar Spr.ish

materizls ir the schoi " or zn English editior of Ranger Rick availabie. the

other teacher £ id thev were not. Neither teacher had snen Ranger Rick
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difforent" from the students' usual scnool materials because "it provided new
facts the children did not know." The 5Sth-grade teacher did not respond as to
its comparative difference:

their respactive grade levels: The 5Sth—grade teacher; however; recommended

it be used in Spanish classes; and the 4th-grade teacher in Science. Both

class participating in the study:. Alithough at least 86% of the students in
all three classes were Hispamic and reported!y spoke Spanish in their homes,
few. if any, . - enroiited in a bilingual or ESL program. All the 4tli-grade

Stu. ic: were rated as speaking S»anish "somewhat," and 90% of them as able to

read and write it "hardly at all;" with the remainder able to do so only "some-

In contrret . 90% of them were describ:«.. ae speaking; reading, and

what: "
writing English "pretty siell'; and only 10% as able to do so "hardly at all:"
Students ia the other two classes were somewhat wore pioficlint in Spanish:
Those in the combined 4th— and Sth-grade class were rated a: wpeaking Spanish
"pretty well," but they, tuo, were rated as able tc read and write it "hardly
at all." They were described, however, as speaking, reading, and writiuwg
Friglish "pretts well.' The oldest group was wore jroficiert in both Spanish
and English. Ninecy percent of the 5th gT :rs wer= evaluated as éﬁéakiﬁg

Spanish "very well” and 10% “pretty well.” Most (70%) ~lsc wece able to read
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“pretty well"; the comparable percentaies for reading and writing English were

40% and 50%; and 30% and 55%, respectively.

grade class spent 46 to 60 minutes with the magazine during Spanish and Science
periods. The teacher read four of the stories that seemed most interesting to

the students and, due to the studeuts' very limited Spanish skills; translated

Wost of the words. ke magazine was used in d 4th- and Sth-grade
class for 45 minutes a day for three days dur. egulsr Language irts class.
Tne teacher read the two dinosaur sturies and reportedly translated orly a few
words: Since the 5th-grade students used the magazine for 30 to 45 minutes on
their own during their free readicg time in a Language Arts periocd, no infor-
mation was provided on what articles were used. None of the teachers rcported

using the Activity Guide.

All ti- teachers enjoyed the magazine and noted in particular the puoto-

graphs and "beautiful illustrations." Two of the teachers also added, "The

subject matter nas appealing to the students'; "The articles were iz.eresting.

Everything was very informative."” Only the combined 4th- and 5th-g:ade teacher

responded co anything liked least~--''the Spanish was very difficult,"==but both
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Guide contain more uctivities; including work shects to accompany some of the

articles:

"Very appropriate" by onme teacher and as "aypropriate” ("the kids loved") by
two; the games as "appropriate" by two and not rated by one; and the vocabulary,
not surprisingly, was rated as "somewhat inappropriate" by the two teachers

for the younger groups anu as "very inappropriate" by the Sth-grade teacher
(who also added thit it was difficult for the majority of students). Given

All three teachers perceived tieir students as actively engaged duri:i., . ‘ic

graphs. ([Th¢ pictures] "created a lot of discussion Also; they spent a lot
¢t time looking at the magazine.") The 5th -grade students; however; reporcedly
liked the picture of the yowzs least (and the 4th~grade students, the difficulty
they experienced recding in Spanish). All three teachers also perceived their

students as leavning from their brief exposure to the magazine. As evidence for

this view, tley noted the students' good recall of information in class discus-
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confirmed tis lack of similar Spanish materials, but noted there was & copy
Ranger Rick before (several times in school and had liked it a little). Two
of the teachers compared the present Spanish issue of Ranger Rick with their
students' usual school materials and they both described it as ''somewhat
different.”" The one teacher explained his/her response by saying that the
magazine had "actual pictures and was very informative."

recommended that it be continued in their school. Each ri:commended his or her

recommended its use for Language Arts; but the teacher for the combined &4th
and Sth grade recommended it alsc be uséd in Science, the Sth-grade teacher
suggested it be used in Spanish classes; and the 4th-grade teacher recommended
all thres subject areas. In their comments, huwever, they reiterated both
their positive and negative rzactious. ''A Spanish edition of Ranger Rick

woiuld be of great educational value if it could be written on a lower level.

The words were too difficais for them t» rezd and understand"; '"The children
seemed to enjoy it very much: This esition which included animals, particularly

favorable responses——"lt would be good to use for Rerding and Sziencc'; and
"Chilcdren are very v-~ivbal in Spanish. Because of the subject mattir they
seemed quite intzi ssted; reinforced thair Spanish." Two teachers n~imentea

ficther npon compiletioa of the qQuestionnaire: ™Activities should fellow eash
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7th grade or an accelerated 5th grade."

Following up on that last comment we will nows Tevikw tke findiugs from
in the study. Each was located in a different schoul. The 6th-grade class
their homes. 1n ger i#!, they were described as speaking Spanish "gretty
well," reading it "somewhat,” and writing it “hardly at all"; inm Engiish;
however, they were rated as speaking, reading, and writing it "pretty well."

Consequenti‘; it is not surprising that less than 25% were enrolled in an ESL

arid 8th-grade class in the other schoecl also were Hispanic and were described
as speaking Spanish in their homes; their Spunish and English competencies
differed markedly. Their teacher rated them as speaking, reading, and writing
Spanish 'very well" and English "hardly at all." They were earolled in a
bilingual or transitiomal frogram. Despite these differences in students'
linguistic characteristics, &5 will be noteu below, botl staff and studeuts

found the mégéziﬁé an eﬁjbyaSie and instructive experience:

The 6th-grade tzacher was a self-contained teacher and bilingual facili-
tator. He/she used the mnrgazine for 46 to 60 minutes a cay for several days
dyving Science. The students worked with eleven articles and the teacl er raad

the remainder Since the stories were interesting to the students and the vecab-—

ilary was perceived as much easier to read and understand. However, the teacher
reportedly transiated about half of the words. The other class was vart of a
special pilot program with Mexican " -:icnalc and Mexican Americ+us who are

jimited in Engiish proficiency. The magazine was used for 30 to A5 minutes
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doring Language period. &ix of the articles in the magazine were read to the
class by the teacher and by the Mexican students since the language was above

the future the Guide include more class projects and illustrations. Although
the other teacher did not uce the Activity Guide, it was recommended that

activities appropriate t

both urban and rural and to wealthy and poor school
districts be included.

Both teachers enjoyed the magazine. Oneé expressed a preference for the
"interesting" articles and the other for the photographs ("like the children'):
They both, however, liked the pencil piizzles least. According to ome teacher;
these puzzles were above the students' level. Each suggested changes for future
issues: ‘'more articles witb simple vocabulary" and "a glsssary with pcrhaps
some comparison of regioral words:" Although in different schools and teaching
students with very difjerent language skills, these teachers rated the various
magazine features identically. The pictur:s and story topics were v iewed as

' the vocabulary as "appropriate ' and the games as "som:what

during the iagazine's use. The 6th-grade students appearcd to like the "Search
fov Supersaurus" article best as evidenced by their checking out books on dino-
sdurs on their own, askiig lots Jf questions, and by the fa~t that "they could

hardly wsit to make their dinosaurs." The stucents in tha combined 6.i-; 7th-,
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they were too difficult: In addition to enjoying the magazine, both teachers
perceived their students as having definitely learned from the experience. They
recalled facts,; both in class disc.3sions and in response to the questionnaire,
and they asked many more questions. Theé 6th-grade teacher also reported that
both he/she and the students did “ollow-up activities to gain ideas for the
dinosaur project and the studen: alsoc took the magazine home to read to their
parents.

Neither teacher reported anmv similar Spanish materials in their schools:

jibrary and the teacher in that school also had read it numerous times at home
and liked it a lot. Both perceived the prerent Spanish edition of Ranger Rick

teacher recommended it for Language Arts, Scieince, and Spanish; the teacher
for the hth-, 7th-; and Bth-grads group recommended it be used in Science. In

commenting on.the prese: issue's educational value, they said: '"The magazine

28%
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could be part of a Reading Center, it alsoc could be used co introduce units
(science) and could also be part of a Reading or Language Arts class'; and

"As a whole, tlie students learned quite a bit of Spanish vocabulary that was
not familiatr to them before. It was a fun and learning experience for most of
the students. They were eager to learn more!" One of the teachers also indi-

following quote made by - . f the teacliers after completing the questionnaire
expresses well the potential value of a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick: "All
of us in our class enjoyed the magazine. It was quite a new experience for all
of us. It gave those students who do not read Englich very well an opportunity
to 'show off' at something they do well for a change! A&ll of us learned new
Spanish vocabulary words. It became a challenge for aii of us, as well."

Site visits were made to four of the participating schools--three elemen-
tary schools and one middle school. Dr. Valentina Flores from the ETS Regional
office in Austin accompanied me on these visits since she was very familiar
with the area. The Area 3 Superintendent, the Office of Bilingual Education,
and the area bilingual coordinators were most cooperative in making arrange-
sents for our visits. We selscted schools for diversity--different areas of

the city, various grade levels, and special +. - - ‘i.e., Project Enable).

Unfortunately, unusually cold, rainy weather _ + two days there led to

We First visited one of the middle schools and had a lengthiy amd very
cordial conversation with the principal and special program u! ingual teacher

who was coordinating the study in that school. They both were very enthusiastic
l;'s;c;*
<38
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about the magazine and expressed the considerable need for more and better
Spanish instructional materials, especially for junior high students, and
particularly in the Science area. They discussed general needs in bilingual

education as well as those specific to the San Antonio situation. We arranged
to return the following day to observe one of the special program classes
using the magazine. Although the students had already read some of it; this

bilingual teacher planned to continue expanding its use since both she and
the students enjoyed it so much:. They then provided directions to one of the
elementary schools in another part of town.

We next visited a 4th- and a 5th-grade classroom in a small elementary

duty. (Due to time pressures or lack of knowledge, the principal was unable
to provide us any specific information about the pilot study experience.) In
both classes, the teacher immediately tirned the classes over to us and did
not participate in the discussions. Although the students generally responded

It was difficult to determine if they were merely being polite in responding

ﬁdéitiﬁéiy. They did not mention any follow-up activities nor having discussed
the magazine with their families or friends and had no suggested changes to
recommend. Although they stated they wished to continue receiving the magazine,
they indicated that they would prefer to have an English version or at least
both a Spanish and an English edivfo® in the future. Later, one of the teachers
informed us that the vocabulary was very difficult for this group.
When Dr. Flores and I completed our visit at — School, we tele-

phoned the principal at another elementary school to inquire if it would be

convenient for us to visit study classes that afternocon. He was very cordial
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and willing to cooperate and gave us detailed directions for driving to his

school:

cial neighborhood with no residential housing in the immediate vicinity. It is

adjacent to a major thoroughfare: Upon arriving at the school we had a very

friendly chat with the principal about the school aud the study. He was very

enthusiastic about his school's participation,; but appeared unfamiliar with how

the magazine had been used and with the staffs' and students' reactions. He

accompanied us to the Former.
Thére were 26 Students in attendance in this Sth~grade bilingual class:

The teacher first spoke with us alone, expressing her pleasure with the maga-
zZine in general:. She noted that she had taught art for five years and was
particularly impressed with the illustrations which she described as heautifuls:
The class had experienced difficulty; however; with the vocabulary. The teacher

reported that only nine of the 26 students were at the reading level for their
grade; the reading levels of the other students ranged from grade 1 to grade
stories. She then turned the class over to us. After briefly describing the
purpose of our visit, we pointed to various parts of our sample copy of the
S§éﬁiéB'RéﬁgéE Rick magazine and attempted to elicit the students' comments.
Most of the students showed various nonverbal signs of approval and interest;
but few specific comments were offered. In response to our questions, however,
they indicated they enjoyed the magazine and wanted it to continue. They



with our research,; we visited the second classroom. This class; comprising
25 4th= and Sth-grade students of mixed backgrounds, was miuch more enthusiasti
about the magazine. Since the class was used to doing their work in English,

the teacher and those students who spoke Spanish read the stories together

and then discussed them. This teacher also reported that the Spanish
vocabulary was too difficult for her students. However, in talking with the

students, they volunteered facts they had learned from the stories discussed,

and they expressed the hope they would receive more Ranger Rick magazines.

who expressed considerable optimism in the achievements of the bilingual
program. He remarked; however, on the students' general unfamiliarity with

talented youth funded under Title VII. We first met with the Project Enable
coordinator, who discussed the project in gemeral and then our study in

particular. She was very enthusiastic about the magazine and reported that

both teachers and students had enjoyed using it: She then brought us to the
two classes participating in the study and introduced us to the teachers.
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our discusssion with the students. Using inquiry techniques, she encouraged
zine, especially the pictires and stories. The teacher explained that she had

the stories. Several mentioned liking the poetry and wanting more games. Some

students also reported stories their parents had liked.

teacher and students said they enjoyed the magazine, particularly the colorful
pictures. The teacher asked the students questions about what they had learned,
and the students recalled many story facts. The students appeared very inter-
ested in the magazine and wanted to contifiue to read them. In contrast to the
nator. She noted that for many of the students this had been the first time

they had a magazine in their hands. Few of the families have magazines in

their hHomes. She reported liking the magazine very much; but expressed a

combined 6th- through 8th-grade group use the magazine. For this particular
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period. (Four other girls and a boy were working at other tables on art proj-
ects; and one newly arrived €ambodian girl was given other work to do.) The
group ﬁéiﬁé the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick took turns reading the story

"Piper Grows Up." Several vocabulary words and their definitions had been put

on the blackboard ahead of time. The teacher asked questions and/or elaborated
Following the story, the teacher asked questions to determine the compre-

hension of earlier stories. The stiidents appeared to be enjoying themselves

thought it was fun: The teacher reiterated how much she had enjoyed and
learned from the magazine and felt it helped introdiice many subjects for

discussion: After expressing our appreciation to the class and teacher for
their cooperation, we briefly spoke again with the principal and thanked him
for his assistance and for a very enjoyable visit:

The findings; both from the mailed—in questionnaires and site visits indi-
cated that the magazine had a mixed reception in this large Texas city. For the
middle-school students and those elementary students with more advanced Spanish
reading skills, the magazine was a very enjoyable learning experience. Many
of the Hispanic children in this city, however, have very limited competency

in reading Spanish (or English): Moreover, the educational system is (and has
not maintenance of Spanish skills. Thus; for those Hispanic students whose
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kindergarten or the primary grades are usually more proficient in English

present lack of adeqiuate Spanish science materials. Since many Mexican stu-

dents annually enter the San Antonio schools at various grade levels,; the
nieed remains considerable. Before concluding this section it also should be
pointed out that the findings indicated that for those students who expressed
the most difficulty reading Spanish,; the extent to which the experience with
the magazine was a rewarding or frustrating one was largely dependent upon
their teachers' attiItudes and skitis:

Weslaco. Weslaco, Texas 1Is a border town southeast of San Antonio.

the study's purpose and materials with local school personnel who assisted
in the selection of participating classes. Questionnaires were received
from one large elementary school; which, at the time of the study, had a
total enrollment of 1,430 5th- and 6th—grade students, 96% of whom were

below their expected grade level on standardized reading achievement tests.

The majority of students' families were of low socioeconomic status; 43% of
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househicld heads were employed as farm laborers, 4% as unskilled; nonfarm
laborers; and 9% were unemployed: Given the broad area served; however; the

student population also included students from families employed in skilled

classes had more female students; resulting in an overall percentage of 58%
females vs. 40% males

Only two of these 97 students had seen the English edition of Ranger Rick's

Nature Magazine; both had used it in their homes between two to four times and

reportedly enjoyed it. When asked to describe whether they spoke Spanish in
their homes and their ability tc read it, Sniy one student reported not
speaking it at home; but only 32% said they could read it "very well"; 38%
said they read it "pretty well;" 25% "a little bit," and 2% "not at all." The
6th-grade class was the only one having a majority of students who reported
that they could read Spanish "very well." Approximately two-thirds (64%),

. however, said the Spanish in the magazine was "easy," with only &%--four stu-

ties in school. Seven of the eight students in the combined 5th— and 6th-grade
class who said they did described doing crossword puzzles; the one student did

riot specify what he/she did: The remaining 10 students were 6th graders; unine
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of whom said Ethey used all the magazine, and one who said he/she used the
dinosaur articie. These students reported taking books from the library and
doing further research as well as discussing the articles in class and answer-
ing questions. Similarly, only 11 students (11%, eight of them from the

combined 5th- and 6th—grade class) reported doing further activities ovtside
school, but with the exception of two 5th graders who described doing further
reading, the other students did not specify what was used or what they did.
The majority of the students (72%) also did not discuss the magazine with
their families and/or friends: For the 27 students who did; 25 came from the
two older groups. The combined 5th~ and 6th-grade group all specified the
"Ranger Rick and His Friends" and the "Green Velvet Princess' stories, whereas
various articles were mentioned by the 6th graders, with the dinosaur article
mentioned most frequently. One of tie 6th-grade students mentioned visiting
the museum with relatives, and another reportedly had informed his/her mother
it would be gdbd for her to read the magazire.

reported learning. In contrast to what might be expected; the youngest group
described the fost specific facts learned; primarily with reference to the
difosaur articles. 1In the combined 5th~ and 6th-grade group; 25% of them
referred to their concern for saving animals and other conservation issues,
and several mentioned learning new words and learaing to read and write. The
6th graders each mentioned learning about several different topics and was the

topics. o
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In responding to what they liked best, "Ranger Rick and His Friends," the
pictures, and the dinosaur Story were most frequently listed overall (by 28%,
24%, and 20%, respectively), with the poems also mentioned by almost a fifth of
the sample (18%). Every story as well as most feature articles were mentioned
by at least someone, with seven students noting that they liked everything. In
contrast, when asked what they liked least, many fewer responses were gived.
The article most freqiiently mentioned (28%) was "April Foolers," followed by
the hedgehogs story (12%); no other feature was referced to by more than six
students. The relatively high percentage for the "April Foolers" feature was
primarily die to the fact that 61% of the Sth-grade students listed it. They
also were the only ones indicating the hedgehogs story. The most frequent

iiked "evVerything:" 1In the 6th grade; especially; no more than two students
mentioned any particular article; and 20 of the 32 said they liked them all.

The overall ratings for the various magazine features indicated the highest
percentage of "like" choices for the stories (78%), closely followed by the
games and pictures (77% and 76%, respectively). Many fewer students stated

they "liked" the vocabulary or variety (55% and 44%, respectively). Twenty-
three students said they "disliked" the variety, and 28 said they "neither
disliked nor liked it'"; the parailel figures for vocabulary 6é£é eight "distike"

and 20 neutral responses. These rankings were consistent across classes, with

the 6th-grade students again being relatively more positive in their reactions.

tiie S5th grade :and the latter by the two other classes. The pictures, stories,
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information, and ease of reading also were mentioned as distinctive features

by several students. As one articulate 6th-grade student responded, 'the fact
- that it was in Spanish, the stories were nice, and the photos looked or appeared
real." A third of the combined Sth- and 6th-grade group, however, listed non-

this category typically referred to physical features of the magazine such a
its letter type and soft cover.

Given their generally favorable response to the magazine, 85% of the stu-

dents said they wanted to continue receiving Ranger Rick's magazine; with only

way. Most students (58%) preferred to have fitire issies in both Spanish and
English, with only 19% and 6% preferring it in Spanish or English only, respec-
tively. Also, 56% said they preferred to use it in school, although slightly
more than a third (35%) reportedly preferred to use it at home. Two 6th

graders noted that using it in the home would help familiarize the family with __

it and also enable them to study it more. These overall main findings were
secondary choicesg were made: For example, ten of the eighteen students who
preferred to receive the magazine in Spanish were in the 6th gradz which; as
unlike students in the 5th— and 6th-grade classes who expressed an almost

equal preference for using the magazine at home as at school; the combined

5th- and 6th-grade group preferred the home location considerably less.
five students recommended its future use at every grade level from kindergarten
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through eighth grade: The most recommendations were made for the sample grade
levels; the 6th grade was recommended by 44% of the sample and the 5th grade
by 41%. The next grade level most frequently checked (by 39%) was the 4th

level most often rather than their own grade level as was done by the two other
classes. Perhaps this, too, reflects their generally finding the magazine very
easy to read.

Only 22 students, o: 23% of the sample, expressed any desire for changes
ifi the magazine. Changing the hippopotamus picture or certain articles and
adding more stories were specified by the 5th graders, whereas more activities
and drawings were requested by the 6th graders: Only three students in the

combined 5th— and 6th-grade group requested any changes; and of thase, only

tionnaire. All classes commented on enjoying the magazine, its good stories

Some of the additional comments by the 5th graders were as follows: 'The

magazine should be available in all schools to léarn to read"; "It is very
200d cause it talks about nature. There are few magazines of this type. I

like the stories. Don't forget to make a film"; and "I showed it to my mother

who said it was an important magazine made so I may learn more." 1In addition
to commenting on the various articles they had enjoyed, several students in
the combined 5th- and 6th-grade group noted that it was fun and easy to read
(and thereby understand): Many of the 6th graders remarked on their desire
to read it again and to receive more copies: "I liked it so much I read it

again"; "I read it with friends and at times at home:. Aside from being

“
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pretty, it provides us with information on animal life and prehistoric animals";
and "The magazine is pretty and easy: Would like to read it apain because of

its beautiful and interesting stories; It's fun to read.”" Some 6th-grade stu-
dents also had additional suggestions to make: "The magazine has vast informa-

Spanish and should be expanded to accomiodate miore information.” And one 6th-
materials being used in school: "And I think that to use it (mot) onmly for

happens around us, and perhaps when we are older we could be some of those
people who study and research these things."

The School Questionnaire was completed by both the principal and an
unidentified staff person. Both reported that the Ranger Rick magazine was
currently not in the school. Although the principal had not read it before,
the other individual had done so and enjoyed it somewhat. Both said they
liked or liked very much the various features of the magazine. They both

dent also liked very much the games. Although the principal did not mentiou
anything liked least, the other staff member listed the vocabulary. Neither

titles: One respondent had discussed with the students their reactions to the
magazine and reported that they; too; had enjoyed it.
Given their favorable reactions to the magazine and the lack of any simi-

lar Spanish materials in the school, both recommended its continued use: The
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staff member recommended that it be used for Language Arts and Spanish with
4eh-grade students and for Science in the 5th grade. The principal recommended

its future use in 5th- and 6th-grade Language Arts and Social Studiss classes.

He/she viewed the Spanish edition as appropriate and interesting for dominant
Spanish-speaking students and felt it would provide good supplemental material
in bilingual classes.

Each of the teachers completed a Teacher Questionnaire. As will be learred
in the following description, although the students were all either 5th or 6th
graders, the magazine was used in diverse ways depending at least in part on
differences in students' abilities and interests, the curriculum period in
which it was introduced, and teachers' interests; skills, and teaching styles:

Both the 5th- and 6th-grade students were described as speaking Spanish
"very well" and reading it "pretty well"; their Spanish writing skills varied,

with the 5th-grade students rated as performing "somewhat ;"
as ﬁﬁf'éﬁﬁi well:'" Students in the combined 5th- and 6th-grade class were rated;
as reading Spanish ''very well" and speaking and writing it 'pretty well:" Most
students in all three classes had very limited English skills: Both those in
the 6th-grade and combined 5th~ and 6th-grade classes were described as speak-
ing, reading, and writing English "somewhat." The teacher of the 5Sth-grade
students, however, described them as performing at different levels, with most
speaking English "hardly at all" or "only somewhat," but ranging in their
reading and writing skills from "hardly at all" to "pretty well."

For two of the classes the magazine was used during Spanish and Science

periods; the third class used it during Science and Social Studies. One

teacher reported spending 30 to 45 minutes using almost all the sections, but
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the studefits were currently learning and read the other sections to them for

4 combined time of 46 to 60 minutes; and the third teacher spent 30 minutes

daily for an unspecified period on each section; assisting the students' silent

These three teachers were extremely favorable in theitr reactions to the

magazine. Two stated they liked the entire issue, that there was nothing they
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vocabulary as '""somewhat iInappropriate:” The only suggested changes were the
addition of more games and sports students have engaged in to help teach social
skills: 1In a later comment; more attention to cultural factors was requested.

a magazine in Spanish. They loved the dinosaurs and other stories of animals
and liked reading about nature. Most of the girls, however, did not like

some of the pictures." The teacher of the combined 5th and 6th graders said,
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"I could see the students enjoyed reading it and working with it: It was
interesting to note that the students noted other words that meant the same

thing as what they used." This same teacher described the class as challenged

look for miore books in the library:. In addition; they discussed their o

experiences with solar energy and gerierally wanted to read more on the various
they replied that the students showed comprehension during diScussion, that

‘

however, had read it before and he/she had read it often and liked it a lot.
They all indicated, however, the lack of similar Spanish materials in the

instructional materials, two teachers said it was ''very different" because,
according to one, '"The pictures explained and motivated them to learn and read;"
and to another, "The area is very limited as to museums and solar energy homes."
The third teacher indicated that it was "somewhat different" and noted that the
class does not have Science since ESL students spend so fuch tifie in Reading

and English.
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the magazine's further use. Their choice of grade levels and subject areas,
however, differed. The Sth-gradée teacher recommended it for 3rd-grade students
in Language Arts, Science, and Spanish. The combined 5th- and 6th-grade
teacher recommended it be used in grades 3 through 8 in Science and Spanish as

well as for ESL classes. The 6th-grade teacher recommended it for 5th and 6th

k as having potential educational value for both

bilingual and ESL programs; ('"Bilingual students learn correct Spanish words
and sentence structure:; It is a good way to practice reading in Spanish:") It

Thus, in a large elementary school serving a student population comprised

border makes it likely that new entrants from Mexico arrive each school year

at all grade levels, a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine was

enthusiastically received by students and teaching staff. For the youngest
students and others limited in reading Spanish, the need for a broader vocabi-

lary range seemed indicated, however. The varied uses of the magazine in the
different classes demonstrated the wide utility of the magazine and the Staff's
and students' comments showed its value for increasing students' motivation to

in particular.
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Three Texas sites participated--a rapidly growing urban area, a small rural

grams, who varied in their Spanish and Euglish competencies, and whose families

were long-term residents or new arrivals: Although students and staff generally

very limited in reading Spanish. Some of them were generally limited in both

reading Spanish and English; whereas others were much more proficient in Eng-

motivating the students in other academic areas.



wide sample of students that varied on the following characteristics: Hispanic
(foutr through eifht), and level of Spanish and English proficiency. Information

data' were received ffémrseven states; 17 sites; 51 schools; 119 cfééé”é, and
2,734 students.? Most of the students in the sample were enrolled in bilingual
classes; but a considerable number were attending ESL or transitional classes

and there were a few instances of the magazine being used with students in

regular school programs. Site visits alsc were included in this pitot study

-299~- S A~
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physical and social context in which these responses were given. Since only

a small sample of schools could be visited, particular attention was given to
the reprasentativeness of this subsample. Selection criteria included the

major desipn factors--Hispanic origin, geographical region, population dens’
sity and grade level. Thus, 25 classrooms in 16 schools at eight sites were

the questionnaire responses obtained.

into Spanish and reviewed for vocabulary and language usage by native Spanish

speakers from Mexican and Puerto Rican backgrounds. It was sent along with an

Activity Guide in both English and Spanish to schools that agreed to participate

in the study:. School staff were instructed to use the magazine for onme class
period and to complete the questionnaires a week later. There was fno specific
directive on how the materials were to be used so that teachers and school
administrators would be free to incorporate the magazine and suggested activi-
ties into their class work in ways most likely to achieve their own instructional
goals.

As might be expected in a pilot study, emphasis was placed on a qualitative
or case study approach rather than heavy reliance on quantitative methods. This
approach accommodates the richness and variety of student, school,; and site
charzcteristics and permits better understanding of the realities of education
for students with limited English language ability. The case study approach
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The conclusions presented here are generalized across all sites and sample
characteristics. The concluding section in each site report in the Results
fiendations and comfients on the educational potential of Ranger Rick as it
included in the description of the questionnaire findings. The reader is

their responses, using an issiue that included articles on dinosaurs was an
obvious "plus" for the students: The excellent detailed and colorful photo-=

graphs were considered the highlight by both staff and students. The "April

Foolers' photographs and those of the hedgehogs were frequently rejected,
however; suggesting some caution in how such pictures are presented. Although
some sex-typing was suggested, with girls more often stating a dislike for
"ihose ugly pictures,” there were a number of children, particuiari§ the
youngest, who remarked on not liking tﬁém because they frighterned them, and
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in them." Siuch a response reminds us how important it is to encourage students
to verbalize their thoughts and feelings so we can clarify misconceptions and
redice fears.
Although students gerierally listed the dinosaur articles and pictures as
what they liked best, almost every article or feature typically was mentioned
by someone in every site: Many fewer students listed anything they tiked

least. As noted above; the "April Foolers" and hedgehog photographs were
mentioned most often. Sometimes the same article was mentioned as liked most

and least by students in the same class—-and even by the same student because
of a particular detail or section. OF course, what was liked (or disliked)
their own. Also; students and teachers often reported similar likes and/or
dislikes, but the nature and direction of causality is unknown.

In every site, however, most students expressed their enjoyment with
the magazine, especially the colorful pictures, interesting stories, the in-
clusion of games and activities, and the many new things to learn. With the

exception of two classes; all teachers reported their students were actively

engaged when the magazine was used. The following quotes exemplify the

enjoyment these students experienced: '"At the same time I was learning I was

I was playing in the park. I enjoyed it a lot"; and two older youths in a
small rural community stated; "I think this magazine has to be printed because
it's the only one in Spanish" and "It seemed very interesting becaise it taught
things I didn't even imagine existed and I think it's very useful."

In several classes both students and teachers commented on the desirability
of including articles that referred to their local experiences (e.g., stories
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including over the year articles of specific relevance for different groups.

Not only should this increase students' interest and enthusiasm for the
fagazine and thereby increase their recognition of the relevance of science to
for the breadth of opportunities in the sciences. A potential additional
social benefit would be the insight into the lives and experiences of others:

A few children suggested that there be more stories and illustrations related

to school. Although not specifically mentioned by anyone in the present sample,
I would recommend that these and other articles include pictures of children

from diverse ethnic backgrounds--both to increase the magazine's relevance
to the user and to expand students' knowledge and awareness of their commun-—
altities with other people: To increase the magazine's usefulness; one teacher

also recommended that future issues include zddresses where Students could

obtain further information on the topics presented.

preferred to use the magazine in school, although many expressed the desire

to use it both at home and at school. Among the rationales most frequently
given for choice of location were the following: ''School because the teacher
can explain more"; and "At home to have more time to read it and to share it
families were more likely to say they wanted to use it in school "because the

teacher can help us."

O
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le probably

reftects more the fact that the study required only a very limited time with
the magazine (one class period) rather than the quality of the Guide itself.

rooms; the Guide appears to be quite helpful. Two of the few recommended
changes in it were the use of more activities that could be done in the class-

room itself and ones that could be done independently by the student. One
teacher also commented that attention should be paid to making activities

appropriate for both urban and rural and wealthy and poor school districts.

Teachers also suggested including in the magazine itself a few activities and

thought—-provoking questions at the end of at least some of the articles to

in Science, Language Arts, Spanish, and Social Studies as well as in regular
Scieiice and Spanish classe. . Some classes used only one article; whereas
others reportedly used the entire magazine. Given differences in the way the
magazine was used, the number of articles used was only slightly related to

scheduling pressures; and students' (and teachers') fluency in Spanish. What
and how it was used also depended in part upon wWho was coordinating the study
in a particular school. 1In some classes the magazine was readily integrated
into current lessons; in othets it was used during a very distinct separate
session. 1In somé classes the teachers and/or students read the articles aloud
and disciissed their meaning; in other classes students read on their own.

Many teachers used the magazine for more than one class period. Some teachers
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were very creative in using it across a wide range of subject areas and

several commented that there was so much in one issue they couid use it for

several weeks or months. Many classes included follow—up activities such a
writing compositions,; illustrating story features, visiting museums; doing
further library research; building the carton dinosaur or solar home models;

many students were described as reading the magazine during lunch and other
free periods as well as at home and taking books out of the library on related
topics.

Many students also reported discussing the magazine with their families
and/or friends. This generally occurred most often with students in the

about school activities between preadolescents and their families: A number
of students (and staff) commented on the parents' (and sometimes grandparents')

enjoyment with the issue: For some Hispanic families it was one of the few
materials their children brought home from school that they also could read
and enjoy: More of this probably would have occurred if in some schools the
materials had not been kept in the classroom despite our statement that each

student was to be given one for his or her own use.

There can be no discussion of the usefulness of instructional materials
without noting the teacher's contribution to their effectiveness. In reading
the questionnaires and interviewing teachers and students during the site

within the same school differed in what they used,; how they used it; the
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experience. The interested active teacher is more likely to have interested

active learners. A striking example of this occurred in those classes in which

most of the students had very limited Spanish reading skills. In some of

these classes; both students and teachers were highly frustrated and negative,
whereas in other classes the magazine was used in sich a way that the experience

In any future use of the magazine there should be active teacher as well as
administrator involvement in the selection and proposed use of the materials.

In most sites this was the case since school administrators left the decision as
to whether or not to participate and the use of the magazine to the individual
class teachers:

An important issue was the extent to which findings differed by the parti-

cipating school's location (geographical region and population density) and
students' characteristics (Hispanic origin, age level, and Spanish competency).
The variability within sites and the particular sociocultural context in a

issues involved. Not only does Hispanic origin vary with geographic location;

but within groups differences between urban and rural areas, the extent to

313



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

=307=

Spanish and English proficiency are but somie of the saliert factors preventing

such ethnic group comparisons to be made without serious errors. What the

results did indicate, however, was that acceptance of the magazine was high in

all ethnic groups represented.

Simitarly; age is a static;Qariabie that tells one little about a student's
developmental level or linguistic competence. The fact that older students were
in a bilingual class often meant that either they had experienced difficulty in

cally or that they were new arrivals to the country with limited English

proficiency and fluent to varying degrees in Spanish. The findings did indicate
Some age differences in story preferences and a greater expressed interest in

conservation issues by the older group. These findings, however, may reflect
teacher differences in what they chose to emphasize at different grade levels.
Differences in competence in the Spanish language did lead to different
findings, but this will be discussed Further in the next section on the
magazine's appropriateness: It should be noted here, however, that being
classified Hispanic does not tell how proficient a student is in the Spanish

language nor does knowledge of proficiency in one mode of communication (e.g.;
speaking) necessarily indicate the level of proficiency in a different mode
(reading or writing):

Appropriateness
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ly comprehend it, but that did not mean they could read or write it. This

was especially true for those Hispanic children who were not first generationm
in this country, but it was also triie for students who came from very poorly

educated families. Also, Since many bilingual classes comprised students with
a wide range of skill in reading Spanish, school personnel recommended that
futiure issues include variois reading levels as is common with other instruc-

but this was not the typical response. Some bilingual teachers and coordinators

expressed a definite preference for the more difficult vocabulary and formal

to see their language correctly written.'" Responses to this issue would appear

to depend also on the teacher's fluency in Sbéﬁi%ﬁ and his or her willingness

to spend additional time translating or using more reference materials. Some
teachers requested combined English and Spanish versions, whereas others
directly opposed doing this in order to encourage students to look up words
they did not know. Some optional degree of mismatch would seem beneficial as
a challenge rather tﬁan frustration;, but this would require a wider range of
vocabulary levels in future issues:

Al1 bilingual classes; however; are not the same. Some differ in the

percentage of Hispanic students and the extent of heterogeneity influences the

need for both English and Spanish editions. For example, one participating

feachers in classes with large numbers of non-Spanish-speaking students

: 315



E

~-309-

recommended having both versions available to facilitate two learning activi-

ties: each student could use the version in his or her primary language and

could develop skills in the other language. In any case, as suggested by
several teachers, a glossary of particularly difficult words or scientific
teriis might be a useful appendix. A set of new words might also be placed at

Siﬁiiéfiyg for some classes; some of the story topics were considered too
difficult and/or too unfamiliar. This results in part from using the same
magazine for a wide range of grade levels. Older students, for example, were
fiore likely to prefer the articles on solar energy aﬁdAéiatbmé. But again this
may have reflected the teacher's level of interest aﬁd/;r expertise, especially
teachers whose area of expertise was not science. Many students, however,

animals and facts. The games also received some mixed reaction. Some students

to understand. They often remarked that the pictures helped teach things better:
NG school indicated the present use of similar materials in Spanish:
Particular mention was made of the fact that many of the bilingual classes

participating in this study did not offer science in the curriculum, and when
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iniformation. Teachers in different parts of the country noted that it was
difficilt to find interesting, enjoyable Spanish materials without going out
existent: Without such materials available; it would be unreasonable to
expect that there would be an increase in the number of Hispanic students who
Continued production of a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick was strongly
recommended by most participants, particularly with some adaptation in vocabu-
lary levels. And it is important to note that its usefulness was not viewed
Social Studies. Although some teachers recommended it solely for their own
grade level and subject area; most of them recommended that it be used for

teaching Spanish as a second language and as a resource in the school library.
Also, students across grade levels enjoyed it, although differences in prefer-
ences for particular articles and/or features were noted. For example, the

older students not only preferred the solar energy article, but they were more

likely to point out that the magazine was more interesting and entertaining
than their usual school materials. We must heed; however,; the fact that many
ihosls skill concentrats their bilingual programs in the primary grades. This
siggests, therefore, the inclusion in every issue of material appropriate for
Overall, there was a strongly favorable reaction as to the bbtéﬁtiéi
ediicational valie of a Spanish edition for bilingual classes (with some

iodification in the vocabulary level):. Not only were its reinforcement and
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enrichment possibilities for the curriculium noted, biit also the affective and
social consequences of having high quality; up-to-date Spanish materials for

"discovered" the utility of the Spanish language in classroom learning, and

possibte:

There were many fewer ESL students in the sample. Conflicting staff
recommendations in tﬁiélﬁtégtam make any generalizations highly questionable.
For some school staff; a Spanish edition (usiually with an accompanying English
one) was viewed as very useful as an introduction to science, as an aid for
learning new vocabulary, and "excellent becaise their Spanish skills are well
developed." Often the magazine provided these students with enjoyable instruc-
tive material for their free reading periods: Others; however; expressed a
very negative reaction, perceiving the additional use of Spanish materials as
conflicting with their educational philosophy: But as one bilingual coordinator
noted; the ESL students are the onmes most likely to be missing science as a

science materials for monolingual Spanish—-speaking students in the upper grades.
Many sociopolitical issues affect the choice and use of teaching materials,
Also; as the site visits indicated, the sociocultural context in which instruc—

tion takes place must be considered in assessing educational outcomes. In
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locating the sample schools and in interviewing teachers, differing views on
bilingual education were highly manifest. One school principal administering

a school not more than 15 miles from the Mexican border gave as his/her reason
for refusing to participate; '"Foreign materials are not allowed in our schools."
For other nonparticipants; agreement to participate in a study above third
grades. In some of the participating schools; staff made clear they did not
have a maintenance program, and supplementary Spanish materials were appropri-
ite only for monolingual SpaniSh Students. In others—-often in the Same Site-—
that this was not the present administrative policy. Teachers in those classes

skills: For many of these students who live in areas where they are likely to

continue to interact frequently both persomally and in their later jobs with
Spanish-speaking people, maintenance of their first language seems particularly
advantageous: # Spanish edition of Ranger Rick would provide both a pleasur-

Given the students' brief exposure to the magazine in this pilot study

it seemed inappropridte to evaluate specific learning outcomes. Almost all

as evidenced by their comprehension and recall of facts in class discussions,
their relating of articles to personal experiences, their learning of new words

and concepts and how to use dictionaries and other reference materials; and so
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forth: Many mentioned that their students were motivated to learn more
about the topics presented. They also noted thet the pictures helped explain
concepts and motivated them to learn and to read. Although Some students in
response to being asked what they had learned gave only vague answers of mini-
mal naming of Story titles or topics, others listed numerous story facts and
stated they had learned new words, how to read and translate Spanish bettar,
to appreciate nature fore; and to care for animals and conserve natural

résources. A comion response was, "I learned many interesting things I never
knew before.'" Many commented that reading the magazine made them want to
learn more. Without further follow-up activities and reinforcement of what

was learned, however, such learning may be very transitory. Also, the extent

study suggests the value of conducting a long~term study to evaluate the

impact of expanded use of a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine

on both knowledge about and attitudes toward science areas. Such a study

into the curriculum to meet particular educational objectives. The data also
suggest that such an evaluation include assessment of progress in the students'
general reading achievement as well as in their attitudes toward school and
learning in general. Of course, what is learned depends on both the students'
abilities and past experiences, and the quality of instruction. Thus, infor-

As noted earlier, there was considerable variability in the results within

and between schools in a given site. The site visit interviews provided some

sive study would enable one to determine those characteristics of students,
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teachers, and administrators as well as the broader social context that are

associated with differential cognitive, affective, and social outcomes:

Spanish; the need for a broader vocabulary range; however; saemed indicated.
The varied uses of the magazine in the different classes demonstrated the wide
utility of the magazine and the staffs' and students' comments Showed its
value fsr increasing students' motivation to learn in general and their need
and interest for learning about science areas in particular. For the older
elementary students in bilingual classes and those new arrivals to the country
proficient in Spanish, the magazine proved appropriate, useful, and enjoyable.
Moreover, the need for Spanish science materials for these students was not

ing the students in other academic areas.

Despite the fact that this was a pilot study-—a relatively brief experi-

ence restricted to ome issue to serve a broad range of children and yoiuth——the

the tremendous need for science materials for Hispanic students with limited

English proficiency. If we want to increase these students' appreciat:on for

for students in a particularly important period in their schooling: For many
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materials sich as these can contribute to the students' more positive attitudes
toward school and feelings of Success.

We do not krow the extent to which the very favorable reactions obtained
were diue to the fact that the sample was a voluntary one. However; this would
be triue of many special instructional materials used. Also, despite the

anonymity provided, students (and staff) may have felt pressured to various

degrees to respond positively. Nevertheless, the specificity of many responses
suggested that these positive responses were genuine. The teachers' responses

interesting and attractive fashion that students seem to be more motivated and
eager to read or have the stories read to them'; "It broadens children's knowl-
edge in wildlife which these inner-city children are not exposed to in language

reading program. It encourages these children whose language is mainly Spanish
to want to read such a well-edited and interesting, as well as beautifully
itlustrated, magazine as Ranger Rick which I personally found a pleasure to

It presents information in an attractive and appealing manner: The Spanish
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edition provides the occasional alternative from the day-to-day use of the
developmental reader. It also sheds an attractive light on the Spanish

language: (If a nice magazine like Ranger Rick is written in Spanish, then

Spanish is a worthwhile language to know.)'; and "The children are exposed to
very few magazines and newspapers that are written in Spanish. A magazine of

as to introduce new concepts, especially those relating to sciemce and nature."
tn response to its potential value for bilingual programs; the magazine
was recommended for Supplementary reading and enrichment. To quote from Some
of the questionnaires: "Excellent magazine! Well translated!"; "From the
sviilsble material on the market being transtated into Spanish, it appears

yours is the best I've rome across"; "I think using the Spanish edition is
-ost beneficial to any bilingual program in many respects. Primarily the
children are exposed to a Spanish language edition of a well-known magazine.
The children can see Spanish in a context which they are familiar with--that
is, an informative children's magazine. They can see that Spanish is not only
a language to be read and spoken; but a vehicle for information: A magazine

like Ranger Rick promotes a positive attitude towards Spanish which is essential

in any bilingual education program'; (In a final comment this same teacher

to enjoy them more while getting the most out of them academically"; "Ease of

reading, appropriateness of materials,; themes children like, and fantastic
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pictures"; "I think this could be an excellent tool. For one thing, it

really created an interest in learning and improving Spanish. It is excellent
as far as learning new things in science; also for vocabulary biuilding, listen-
ing and oral language skills"; "1t is a high quality, high interest magazine
skills of the students. It can previde supplementary reading and science for
bilingual programs"; and "First of all it would give the bilingual classes a

booster because it would give those classes an opportunity to read in Spanish:

and relate to our educational system because of the fact there are few
materials in Spanish."” Yet as one teacher remarked; "I think the fact that
it is in Spanish is not the best of it. It is the educational content pre-
sented in an enjoyable way that makes it such a good magazine."

in conclusion; one 6th-grade student expressed so well what we hope would
occur with all instructional materials being used in school: "And I think
that to use it (not) only for reading and for doing some of the things that
learn and to know everything that happens around us, aud perhaps when we are

We must devote our resources to developing more and better materials that will
facilitate not only such hopes but their accomplishment: The present study

support:

324

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



APPENDIX A
Data Collection Instruments

1. Ranger Rick School Sample Description

2. Ranger Rick School Questionnaire

3. Ranger Rick Student Questionnaire
(Spanish and English)

4. Ranger Rick Teacher Questionnaire
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RANGER RICK SCHOOL SAMPLE ﬁESﬁﬁiﬁiiéﬁ

Date: _
School Name: o
School Address: — .
(Street/P.0. Box)
(City/Town) {(State) (Zip Code)

Schoot €omposition (Circle all that apply.)

Pre-k K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1. How many students are enrolled?
2. What percentage of these students are Hispanic?
3. In general; how well do the students in this school perform on

standardized reading achievement tests?
4. At 1 or siore grade levels higher?

_—_b. At 1/2 to 1 grade level higher?

c. At grade level?

d: At 1/2 to 1 grade level lower?

e: At 1 or more grade levels lower?

4. Please indicate the approximate percentage of Hispanic students in your

school who live in families where the head of household is employed as
follows:

- a. Professional/Managerial

b. Clerical/Sales

— _¢. Skilled Labor

___d. Unskilled Nonfatrm Labor
__e. Farm Labor

f. Unemployed

326
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5.
f111ing in the eppropriate boxes.

A-1

Please describe the classes to be included in the Ranger Rick Study by

No: o N
Students _ Grade _ Program _
- _ .} ©Other } | _ Other
415l el718l 5-6] 7-8] (Specify) Bilingual| ESL| Transition| (Specify)
a. Class 1 _
- | o
c. Class 3 — _
4, Class & | o
e. Class 5 - _
£. Class 6 —
g Class 7 . : '
h. Class 8 S _
To whom sitould materials be sent?
Name
Title
Address (Street)
(City) (State) (Zip Code)
Phone

How many Student Questionnaires in Spanish?

How mamy Student Questionnaires in English?




RANGER RICK SCHOOL QUESTIONNAIRE

Date: = —

School Name: _

School Address: o

(City/Town) (State) (Zip Code)
Your school role: (Check all that apply.):

— _Principal Teacher Parent __ Bilingual Advisory Committee

—_ Curriculum Coordinator Other (Please specify.)

la: Is Ranger Rick in English currently being used in this school?

1. Yes b. In what ways?

2. No . (Skip to o
3. Don't know question 2.)

2a. Have you read Ranger Rick before?

L 1: Yes ' b. Where? (Check all that apply.)
— o i. Home

—_—2. No (SKip to questionm 3.) 5. soheoi
3. Other (Please specify:)

¢c. How ofteri?

— 1. Once
2. 2-4 times
37 5 or more tiies

d. Did you like it?

Not at all
Hé?diy a;ﬁgllw o N
Didn't 1ike or dislike it

Liked it a Iittle
Liked it a lot

[ W] Nl'—‘

L

3. Please comment on your perception of the educational value of a Spanich

edition of Ranger Rick for your school's students:

w
"]
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4. How did you feel about the following aspects of this issue?

Disliked | Disliked | Didn't like | Liked | Liked very
| very moch or dislike |

A. Vocabulary
level . I

B. Variety of

topics ——

C. Interest level
of stories

D. Games/activities

E. Pictures

5. What did you tike most about this issue?

6. What did you like least?

7. What changes would you like to see in any future issues?

8a. Have you discussed this issue with any students in the school?

1. Yes b. How did they like it?

Not at all

Hardly at all
Didn't like or dislike
Liked it

Liked it very much

5. No (Skip to question 9:)

LY
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9a: Are there similar materials in Spanish now being used in the School?

1: Yes b. What are they? S

2. No  (Skip to -
3. Don't know question 10)

c. How does this issue compare for
your students? You might comment
for example, on such aspects as
usefulness, appropriateness;
appeal and so on.

10. Please comment on the potential for using a Spanish edition of Ranger
Rick in currert school programs:

a. Bilingual

b, ESL._ L

c. Other (Please specify.) R S
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1la. After reviewing this experience, would you like the school to continue

using Spanish editions of Ranger Rick?
1. __ Yes b. In what courses and at what _
grade levels. (Check all that
apply):

Ken | L | 2 |3 |4 |5 161718

i. Language Art/

Reading

Science - _

. Other - Please
speci fy

2. —No
3. — Don't know

Any additional comments of suggestions you would like to make would be very

much appreciated: Please note them in the space below.
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RANGER RICK
CUEST IONARIO PARA EL ESTUDIANTE

Fecha

Nombre de 1a Escuela: o

Direccicdn:

(Ciudad/Pueblo) (Estado) Zip Code)

Grado Escolar del Alumno: 4 5 6 7 8 Sexo: Masculino  Femenino
(Circula uno)

la. (Has leido la Revista Ranger Rick en inglés?

1. St b. ;Donde? (Indica todos los que se apliquen.)

2. No (Pasa a la 1. Casa
). Escuela

. Dos a cuatro veces
. Cinco a mds veces

d. ;Cdmo te gusto?

2. (Hablas espafiol en casa?
__l. 8T
2. No

3. ¢Cudn (Queé tan) bien lees el espafiol?

Nada

Un poco.

Bastante bien

Muy bien
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4. (Cudn (Qué tan) dificil fue el espanol para ti?

i D1f1c1l o
2. Ni difieil ni facil
3. Fdcil

5. ;Te leyo el maestro la revista en espanol”

6a. ;Tradujo la maestra las p’éiéi)”rés de espaﬁtjl a ingles?

l771; st - 5. iCufnto?
_2. No (Pasa a la 1. Solamente pocas palabras _
pregunta 7a.) —_ 2. Como la mitad de las palabras
3. Casi todas las palabras
— 4. Todo

7a. ¢Alguna parte o partes dg la revista te causaron llevar a cabo

otras act1v1dades en la cilase?

si b.

No (Pasa a la
pregunta 8a.)

c.

iQue parte(s)?

:Que actividades?




A-3

{Alguna parte o partes de la revista te causaron hacer algo fuera

8a.
de la escuela?
_ 1. st b: ¢Qué parte(s)?
__2. No (Pasa a ta
pregurnta 9a:)
c. $Qué hiciste?
9a. ;Discutiste alguna parte o partes de la revista con tu familia o
amigos?
1. si b. ¢Qué parte(s)?

pregunta 10:)

10. ;Qu€ fue lo que aprendiste de la Revista Ranger Rick?




A-3

11. $Qué fue lo que mds te gustd de esta edicicn?

12. ;Qué fue lo que menos te gustd?

13. (Como te sentiste acerca de las siguientes cosas de la revista?
Marca el cuadro que creas que mejor describe cdmo te sentiste acerca

Ve dis-~ [Nime |Me gustd |
gustd gustd
ni me
disgustd
a. El Vocabulario
b. La Variedad
¢. Las Historias ‘ ]
d. Los Juegos/Las
Actividades L
e. Las Fotografias _

14. (En qué€ manera es esta revista diferente a otros materiales escolares?

ERIC
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15a. ;Te gustarfa seguir usando la Rev1sta Ranger Rick?

] i. sf b. (Te gustaria en inglés o espafiol?
2. No 1. Espanol
3. No me interesa 2 Inglés B
. 3. Los dos espafiol e ingles
(Pasa a la pregunta 16a.) 4, No sé€

c. ¢En donde te gustarla usar mds la revista?

(Marca todos los que se apliquen.)

—2. En la escuela

~_ 3. En otros lugares
(Especifica por favor. )

16a. :Te gustaria cambiar algo de esta revista?

1. st b. .Cuales serian los cambios?
P — ]

2. No (Pasa a la -
pregunta 17.)

w4 4 Ty -

17. ¢En qué g rados plensas _que 1a edicion en espafiol de Ranger Rick
deberia de usarse? (Indica todos los que se apliquen.)

v

1. Kindergarten __6. Grado 5
2. Gradol 7. Grado 6
3. Grado 2 8. Grado 7
4. Grado 3 9. Grado 8
___ 5. Grado 4




Por favor escribe cualquier comentario que desees que nos indique cdmo

has usado la Revista Ranger Rick's y qu€ piensas de ella.
P

IMUCHAS GRACIAS POR TU COOPERACION!
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School Name:

Date: -

School Address:

(City/Town)
Student Grade (Circle One.): 4 5 6 7 8

la.

(State) (Zip Code)
. Female

Sex: _ _ Male

Have you ever read the Ranger Rick magazine in English?

1. Yes b: Where? (Check all that apply.)
2. No (Skip to Question 2.) 1. Home
——2. School :
3. Other (Please specify.)
c. How often?
1. Once _ ,
2. Two to four times
3. Five or more times
d. How did you like it?
——1: I didn't like it
2. I didn't like or dislike it
3. I liked it

2. Do you speak Spanish at home?
1. Yes
2. No

3. How well do you read Spanish?
. Not at all

2. A little bit

. Pretty well

. Very well

IN)IH"

0

. Difficult

2. Neither difficult nor easy
—_3, Easy

NID—‘ !

5. Did the teacher read the magazine to you in Spanish?

___ 1. Yes

~ _2; No
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6a. Did the teacher translate the Spanish words into English?

1. Yes ~ b. How much?

2. No (Skip to Question 7a:) 1. Only a few words
3. Most of the words
4. All of it

7a. bid any part or parts of the magazine lead to doing some other activities
in class? i

1, Yes " b. What partis)?

2. No (Skip to Question 8a.) .

c. What activities?

84. Did any part or parts of the magazine lead to your doing something

1. Yes b. What part(s)?

2, No (Skip to Question 9a:)

¢. What did you do?
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9a. Did you discuss any part or parts of the magazine with your family
or friends?

i. Yes b. What part(s)?

2. No (Skip to Question 10.)

10. What did you learn from the Ranger Rick magazine?

'1. What did you like most aboit this isste?

12. What did you like least?

13. How did you feel about the following thlngs 1n this magazine’ Check
the one box that best describes how you felt about each of these:

Didn t
| lke or L
Disliked | dislike | Liked

a. Vocabulary

stories e

a
b. Variety cf Topics
c
d

d. Games/Activities

e. Pictures
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t4: In what ways is this magazine different from your othetr School materials?

15a. Would you like to keep on using Ranger Rick?

es b. Would you like it in Spanish or English?

2. No (Skip to . Spanish

3. I don't care Question 16a.) . English o
3. Both Spanish and English

4: Don't know

c: Where would you like to use the magazine?
1. at home
2. at school S
3. other places {(Please specify:)

1. Yes b. What changes would you make?

»

2. No (Skip to Question 17.)

17. For what grades do you think a Spanish edition of Ranger Rick should
be used? (Check all that appily.)

1. Rindergarten __6. Grade 5

2. Grade 1 7. Grade 6

—_3. Grade 2 __ 8. Grade 7

" 4. Grade 3 9. Grade 8
5. Grade 4

341




Please write anything else you would like to tell us about how you used

Ranger Rick's magazine and what you thought about it:

342

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION!
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RANGER RICK TEACHER QUESTIONNAIRE

Date: .

School Narie : ) o

School Address : o

(City/Towm) (State) (Zip Code)

Your Position: . _

1. Grade Level (circle all that apply): &4 5 6 7 8

2. Course/Program in which the Spanish edition of Ranger Rick was used?
Language Arts/Reading
Scierce

Spanish S
Other (Please specify.)--

blwlwll—‘

3. How many students were in the class?

Less than 15

15-19

20-24 .
25—29 e
30-34

More than 34

oN L .L\lwlNJIHJ
.

4. Were there more boys or girls?

More boys
More girls -
3. An equal number of boys and girls

1.
2.

5. What percentage of them are of Hispanic origin?
——1. Less than 25%

2. 25-40%

3. 41-55%

—4: 56-70%

5. 71-85%

6: 86-100%

6: What percentage of the Hispanic students speak Spanish at home?

Less than 25%
25-40%
41-55%
56-70%
71-85%
86-100%

VN W
.

.
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7. How fluent dre the students in Spanish? Piéaéé éétimété the percentééé

of the class at each ability level for each of the three skill areas:

“Hardly at all | Somewhat | Pretty well | Very well] “Don't know |

a: Speaking SN S

b. Readlng

c. Writing - , S

8. How fluent are they in English? Please estimate percentages at each

ability level for each skill area:

“Hardly at all| Somewhat| Pretty well | Very well] [Don't know

a. Speaking

b. Reading |- .

c. Writing

9. What percentage of these students are in a Bilingual or ESL program?

___ 1. Less than 25%
—_2. 25-40%
~ 3. 41-55%
— 4. 56-70%
5. 71-85%
~ 6. 86-100%

10. How much time was spent in class on this Spanish edition of Rariger Rick?

1. Less thap 30 minutes

2. 30-45 minutes

46-60 minutes

minutes

76-90 minutes

More than 90 minutes

W

(o)}
iy
}
~I
w

|
N

|:

' {i. Please comment on your perception of the educational value of a Spanish

edition of Ranger Rick for your school's stuodents:

oY
tha
W
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12. Please indicate what parts were used and if they were read to the

students: Put a check mark in the appropriate space.

a. April Fooler o —
b: Search for Supersaurus - .
c Backyard Dinosaurs - -
d: Build a Boxosaurus - -
.. iise old Gl ___ —
f. 0%iie otter's Fun Pages — e
g. Sense and Nonsense

about Hedgehogs - -
h. Sea Poems - J—
i. Ranger Rick & His Friends L L
j. Happy Bee - .
k: Nature Club News . o
1. Green Velvet Princess o -
m. Nature Did It First — -
n. Dear Ranger Rick — —
6. Ranger Rick's Rare Wonders L
p. Diatoms R -
q. Piper Grows Up _ -

13: What led you to use those particular parts?

14a. pid you have to translate any of the words into Engllsh7

— 1. Yes b. How often?

— 2. No (Skip to Questiosn 15.) AAAOnly a few words

——About half the words

———qut of the words
—All of the words
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15.

16.

17.

—4=- A=

What did you like most about the issue?

What changes would you like to see in any future Spanish editions

of Ranger Rick's magazine?

18a. Did you use the Activity Guide?

19:

20.

21.

i. Yes b. What -did you use?

2. No (Skip to Questiom 19:)

c. Did you find it helpful?
1. Yes

2. No

‘What changes would you like to see in the Activity Guide?

During the class sessiom, did the students seem actively engaged

in using Ranger Rick?

1. Yes
2. No

What did your students seem to like most in this issue? Please describe

what led to this impression.
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22. What did they seem to like least? Please describe what led to this

impression.

23: How appropriate was the language level and comtent for most of the

stodents in your class? (Please give a word or two in the appropriate

box that explains your rating. For example; if you rate the vocabulary

inappropriate, is it too easy, too difficult?)

Very ppropriate | Somewhat = [Very =
| Appropriate Inappropriate |Inappropriate
a: Vocabulary = o
b: Story Topics | o
c. Games/Activities —
d. Pictures ,

24a. Do you think your students learned something from this issue?

1. Yes
__2. Vo (Skip to
3. Don't know Question 25a:)

b.

observed that indicated
learning; e.g., recall of

25a: To what extent was the information in this issue different from that which

the students had already learned?

L. Very different
Somewhat differeiit

b.

1

___ 2. Som at di .
___ 3. Very slightly different
___ 4. Not at all different




26a. Did you or any of your students use the

6=

foliowing the class period?

A=4

mppozine or Activity Guide

~ 1. Yes

b. Who?

2. No
3: Dou't know

(Skip to
Question 27a.)

i. Students

3. Both

¢. In what (way)s?

57a- Are there similar materials in Spanish now being used in the school?

1. Yes

b. What are they?

__2: No_
3. Don't know

58. DPlease comment on the potential for using a Spanish e
in the school's current programs:

a. Biiinguéi—f

(Skip to
Question 28.)

dition of Ranger Rick

b. ESL

c. Other (please specify.)
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29a. After reviewing this experience, would you like the school to continue

—Yes b. In what courses and at what
grade levels. (Check all that
apply):

“Kgn ] 1 [ 2 |3 |4 ]5 716718

Reading - - N

P. Science

5. Spanish 1. .

4. Other - Please

specify ] -

2. - No (Skip to

3. 7 Don't kiow Question 304.)

30a. Is Ranger Rick in English currently in use at your schooi?

1. Yes b. In what ways?

2: No (Skip to
3. Don't know Question 3la.)

3la. Had you read Ranger Rick before?

1. Yes b. Whéreéifeheck all that apply)
7. No 1. Home
——2. School

“3. Other (Please specify.)

c. How often?

1. Once

—_ 3. Five or more times
d: How did you 1ike 1t?
1. Not at all
——2. Hardly o
—_3: Didn't like or dislike it
— 4. Liked it a little
5. Liked it a lot

|

|

|
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Any additional comments or suggestions you would like to make
be very much appreciated. Please note them below.

!
o
o}

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATTON!

would



APPENDIX B

Detailed Sample Description
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Detailed Sample Description by Site; School; and Grade Level

o Class o - T - Class o W
Site Code Grade N Site Code Grade N
1. California I. California (Cont'd)
A. Azusa _ _ o ) E. Long Beach .
School 1 A 7/8 11 School 1 A 374 13
rrrrrr . . - . B 6 12
B Sclilooi 2 A 778 iﬁ_ C 5 8
Toral 27 School 2 A 4/5 11
B. Calexico , , o Total 44
School 1 A 374 29 _ ]
B 4 21 F. Los Angeles .
C %75 21 School 1 A 4 20
D 5/6 17 B 5 23
School 2 A 374 27 Total 43
B 4 28
C 5 26 - G. San Francisco )
D 6 27 School 1 A 4/5 25
School 3 A 5 26 School 2 A 6-8 23
B 6 29 B 6-8 25
c 4 30 Cc €-8 _23
School & A 4 28 Total 96
B 5 30 o L
C 6 20 H. San Gabriel , o o
Total 359 School 1 A 782
School 2 A 4-6 19
C. Chula Vista ) ) oo S
~ School 1 A 5 28 Total 40
B 6 28 i iil
— || II. Florida
Total 56 -
L A. Hialeah ) .
D. El Centro i o B School 1 A 4 27
School 1 A 5{6 33 B 5 —i9
S B 4 27 Total 46
School 2 A 4 29 o
et a . e e B. Miami ,
School 3 A 7/8 25 School 1 A & 17
B 778 21 :
c 778 17 B 3 48
o — C 6 41
Total 152 School 2 A 6 22
B 5 33
[¢ 4 23
D 4 35
E 5 25
E;E;:? F 6. 41
' G - 5/6 30
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Petaiied Sample Description by Site, School; and Grade Levgy (cont'd)

- - e TN —
o Class - Class )
Site Code Grade N Site _ ___ gode Grade N
IR N _
II. Florida (Cont'd) 1V. New Jersey
B. Miami (Cont'd) o A. Union City ) ) ,
School 3 A 475 29 School 1 A 5 14
B 6 45 B 6/7 20
- — c 778 16
Ifi. Iilinois School 2 A 6 19
B 5 18
A. Chicago , ¥ oo
School 1 é g 2 School 3 A 7/8 20
C 7/78 27 Total 141
D 4 9 o
E 5/6 13 B. Vineland ] o -
F 4-8 16 School 1 A 374 27
. B 4 20
Sotnal 9 A 3/4 5 . . -
School 2 % it ;g School 2 A 7/8 16
I - B 6 7
School 3 A 4/s 29 C 5 7
B 5/6 28 . .
c 778 34 Total 77
School 4 A 3/4 28 V. New York . _ _ :
B 3-5 32 School 1 A 5 29
c 4§ 25 B 6 18
D 428 School 2 A 5 21
F 5/6 28 L o 0
School 5 A 4 3 School 3 A 4B 3
B 475 30 School 4 A 6 26
c 6-8 29 e , iz ==
D’ 4—6 . 19 o ,SChOOJ‘ 5 A 5/6 33
School 6 A 4 26 Total 146
B 4/5 24 il oimoui g
c 576 21 VI. Penmcyvlvania
D 4 18 T
L ) o - A. Bethlehem o
School 7 A 4/5 26 School 1 A 4=6 22
B 5-7 30 G q 5 . _E -
c 78 28 Senool 2 A 46U
school 8 A L I .
B 5/6 _39 Total : 41
Total 736
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Petailed Sampie Description by Site, School; and Grade Lével (Cont'd)

Site B Code  Grade N

VIL. Texas
A. Ben Bolt ) ,
School 1 A 6
Total 15
B. San Antonio , , -
School 1
School
School
School
School

£t
N
N

U NOW N
S0
~ | [ R
Ul oo
N
~N B

School 6 29

v N

School 7

Wi W O B Do
U
)
w

o0

23
Total 229
C. Weslaco ) ) .

School T 5 33
5/6 30

el--H-

Total 97

RAND TOTAL 2,734
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APPENDIX C

Arrangements for Data Collection

1. Confirming Letter

3. Parents' Permission Form
(Spanish and English)

4. Shipment Letter to Sites

5. Transmittal Form



Date

Address

Dear

It was a pleasure talking with you: As we discussed; we would
be delighted to have the students and staff at your school participate
in a pilot study to evaluate the usefulness of a Spanish edition of
the Ranger Rick magazine published by the National Wildlife Federation.

one or more fourth through eighth—grade,glasses to uslng,theASpanish
version of an issue that National Wildlife has translated. The choice
6f Cbﬁtéﬁt (Whith iﬁtlﬁdéé Véfibﬁé §h6ft étbfiéé, éftibléé, éﬁd géméé)

vide Spanisb Ranger Rick magazinesifor all,students and,teachers par—
ticipating in the Study. In addition, each teacher would receive a
guide with suggested activities in Spanish, each school would receive
both the magazine and the guide in English.

A week later we would like participating students and teachers to

compiete a brief questionnaire describing how the magazine was used and

their reactions to it: We would also 1ike to obtain a brief evaiuation

of this Spanish issue from one or more other relevant individuals you

1denpify such as yourself; an area coordinator; bilingual advisor; or
parent.

You may wish to review the enclosed materials with your colleagues
to decide what classes would be' able to participate in the study. After
selectiﬁg ‘those classes to be in the study; I would apprec1ate your

collect.
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~ We very much appreciate your willingness to participate in this
study. We look forward to our working together and hope by so doing.
to contribute to undeistanding how we might better serve our Nation's
children.

Sincerely yours,

Virginia C. Shipman, Ph.D.
Senior Research Psychologist
cc: Mrs. Arleen Barron
Enclosures



The l981 field study represents the interests of three organxzatxons

in instructional materials for students of Hxspanxc background who have

11m1ted Eng11sh 1anguage ab1lity. The National Science Foundation is

supporting the project in line with its encouragement of efforts to mini-

mize 1anguage barr1ers to the development of student interest, apprec1at1on,

and knowledge in the scxences. The National Wildlife Federation; as pub-

lisher of Ranger Rick's Mggaz1ne, wishes to extend the benefits of this

w1dely acclaimed publIcatxon to those with little or no command of English;

choosxng Spanish speakers as the 1argest minority si-udent population.

And EducatIonal TestIng Service is evaluatlng the ‘use; acceptab111ty, ‘and

Hispanic student populations:

The April 1980 edition of Ranger Rick's M Magazine was translated into

speakers from Puerto Rican and Mexican backgrcunds. It is being sent;.

along with an Activity Guide in both English and Spanish; to schools that
have agreed to participate in the study. There is no spEc1f1c,d;rect1ve on
how the materials are to be used so that teachers and school administrators
will be free to incorporate the magazine and Suggested activities inito their
ciasswork in ways most likely to achieve their own inStructional goals. In

fact, 1nformat1on on what sect1on or sect1ons were selected and the rat1ona1e

by educator pract1clcners.
The purposes of the field study are described as follows:

- to evaluate the acceptance and use of an experimental SpanIsh
*

to 1dentify the degree to which diverse groups of the Hispanic

population react differently to the edition;

® reading levet, format, and so on are appropriate for the 1ntended
audiences; and

eight,furban and rural localit1es, lower and middle income families, and

several different regions.

Data will be collecLed from teachers, adminierators, and students

& sample of the study sites.
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The final report will provide z detailed description of the study
procedures and findings; and a discussion of the implications of these
findings for further research and development:

National Wildlife Federation
1412 16th Street; N.W.
Washington; D.C. 20036

Gerald Bishoup (703)790-4283

Managing Hditor

Ranger Rick’'s Nature Magazine
Edicational Testing Service
Princeton, JN.J. 08541

Arleen %, Barron (609)734~1765

Program Administrator )

Office fer Minority Educaticn

Virginia C. Shipman, Ph.D. (609)73%4~5556

Senior Research Psychologist o

Center for Assessment and Research in
Human Development




EFDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICE PRINCETON. N.J. 085641

.
!
H
o g1 0000
CARit EOUCTESTAAC
.

PUCEEINE ST SR NODI I AN O

Apreciado Padre:

.~ Necesitamos su permiso para que su hijo participe en un estudio para
evaluar la edicidn espancla de la revista Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine.

- National Wildlife Federation necesita saber su la edicidn espafiola de
ta revista serfa Gtil en nuestras escuelas y como podria ser mejorada. Para

lograr este propdsito necesitamos la reaccidn de su hijo hacia la revista.
La clase de su hijo usari la edicidn espafiola durante una leccidn. A cada

Se le pediri a los nifios que contesten preguntas e indiquen si les
gustaron varias partes de la revista, cdmo creeil ue sSe puede mejorar, y
cuinto saben de espanol. Se recogerdn las respuestas en forma anCnima, y
toda informacidn personal serd confidencial. Esto tomard solo 10 o 15 =

minutos de una clase. Se llevard a cabo una semana despuds de la presentacidn
de ld revistd duraite un tiefipo que convenga a los estudiantes y a los maestros.
Las preguntas han sido revisadas por nuestro personal puertorriqueno y

chicano, la Oficina Bilingue de Nueva York; y personal local.

creemos Gue este estudio contribuird al esfuerzo de crear nuevas fuentes
para la encefianza. Nosotros agradeceriamos su permiso para que su hijo _

participara en el estudio; sin embargo; la decisidn sobre la participacifn _

de su hijo la toma Ud. Por favor complete el formulario adjunto indicando su
decisidn y entréguelo en la escuela de su hijo.

Sinceramente,
Virginia C. Shipman, Ph.D. ;

——— — ———————— ———— — — —— —— — > g+

Por favor indique en la casilla correspondiente su decisidn sobre la
ci— - i e - m - — - e - e - - - @ e - s memme oo o e - - - [ - e - -
participacion de su hijo en este proyecto. Firme este formulario v

/7 Apruebo

Firma

EI{IIC 360
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PHINCETON N:J. 085641

EDUCATIONAL TESTING sERVICE (B[S

HOJ -2l - JOOU
CABLL EDUCTLSTSVC
.
OFEICE FOR MINORTEY EDUCATION

Dear Parent:

W.: need your permission for your child to take part in the review of the

Spaniz edition of the RangergRlckis,Nature Magazine.

National Wildlife Federation needs to find out if a Spanish edition of

the magazine would be useful in schools and if so; how it can be improved

To do this we need your child's reaction to the magazine. Your child's class

will be using the Spanish edition during one class period. Each studeat will

be given a copy of the magazine to keep:

The childrer would be asked to answer questions about how much they liked

or disliked varicus paits of the magazine; how they think it could be improved
~and how well they know Spanish. The children will not be asked to put,their,
ﬁaﬁe 6ﬁ their aﬁéwéfs, and all personal iﬁfdrﬁatibﬁ will be kept Cbﬁfideﬁtial;

place approximately a week after the magazine is used in the classroom

at a time most convenient for students and teachers:

the New York City Bureau of Bilingual Education, and local staff.

There is a great need for good instructional materials for our students

and we believe this study will contribute to this effort. The decision as to

whether your child will participate is yours. We would greatlv appreciate your

approval for your child to take part in this study If you do not wish your

child to participate; she/he will not be asked to answer the questions. Please.

complete the attached form indicating your decision and return it to your child's

school.

Sincerely,

Virglnia C. Shipman, Ph.D.

o o o o e o e P e U S P Mt S S B o S o S o o e U e P

Please check one box indicating that you either approve or do not approve your
child's participation in this project. Also, please sign this form and return it

to your child's school.
I7 1 Do Approve
/7] 1 Do Not Approve

Signature . _

Date .
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EDUCATIONAL TESTING SERVICE PRINCETON, N.J. 08541

o §5§—§§i -9o00
CABLE-EDUCTESTSVC

OFFICE FOR MINORITY EDUCATION

__ We have sent you a shipment of  copies of the Ranger Rick magazine.
Enclosed here are additional materials:

School Questionnaires
Activity Guides in Spanish

Activity Guides in English

Class Transmittal Form(s)

st Class Self-Addressed Envelope(s)

The questionnaires should be completed a wWeek after the class period

when the Ranger Rick's Nature Magazine was used.  Since the field study
data will be analyzed by classes will you please have tht completed
questionnaires assembled for return separately by class (i.e., student

questionnaires; teacher questionnaire(s); and a copy of the enclosed _
transmittal form) and send to ETS in the prepaid self-addressed mailer.

The questionnaires completed by one or more representatives of the

We hope that your teachers and students will enjoy the experience
and look forward to receiving your reactions. Please be assured that
the information will be confidential; the study reports will not identify
students, classes, or personnel. Meanwhile, if you have questions or need
more materials please call me at (609) 734-1765.

Sincerely yours,

(Mrs.) Arleen S. Barron

Enclosures S
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RANGER RICK FIELD STUDY

Class Transmittal Fotm

For each class participating in the Ranger Rick field study please

provide the information requested below and attach it to the package of .
student questionnaires and teacher(s) questionnaire(s) for that class. A
prepaid ETS return mailer has been provided for your convenience.

School:— — —— _ Crade:

Number of questionnaires attached: __

Student__ Teacher, ]

Date of the class session devoted to Ranger Rick's Natw:

Was the magazine used in a regular class ééssiéﬁi;g_

1f yes; what?

If it was by special arrangement; please describe: - N

Are the students part of a repular program to develop English language skills?
1f so what kind of program?

ESL

__________Bilingual

Transitfonal

Other: Please speciiy B

our sincerest thanks for your cooperation.
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Student Questionnaire Code List
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B
Other Parts?
7b. In Class _

8b. Outside of schiool
9b. Discussed parts _

c

What Activieies?
7c. In class

8c. Outside of school

RANGER RICK

STUDENT QUESTTONNAIRE €ODE LIST

D

10. What did you learn?

E

11/12. Liked mostfleast
(used a through q from

column B and r to z
listed below

F
14. Different from

others?

€
16: Chasige how?

o et Fooler O egogaes, 0 Conservation T Varlety s Tnteresting] o Spectfic page
b, Seatch for Supersauris Dinosaur, Solar model entertaining b. Bigger
¢. Backyard Dinosaurs? b: Read o. Story facts s. Pictures; drawings b Use of stordes c. Pictures, Drawings
d. Build a Boxosauris c. Cames, puzzles p. ﬁaiureﬁnﬁaﬁ t. Spanish c. Specific QEEiEié d: Specifie artiele
e. Wise 0ld Owi d. Drav q. Personal relation u. Activities d: Lessons e. Games, puzzles
f. Ollie Octer's Fun Pages, e. Research/investigate/ r. Science methods vi Storiss/articles e. Liked it/well done; f, Easier
Puzzles encyclopedia/expt. e
B 7“ z es o . e',‘°y°1°pe a/expt w. Vocabulary  Bood } 2. Poems
8. Sense Nonsense about f. Write report, story, ete. s. Motivation - - f. Animal Stories .
5 edsehogs v Vrlve REPONT; BEOEy, ete. . Hotdvatiin x. Aninals . anfual sto . Fote nteresting
I g. Vague, other t. Science . g. In Spanish T
k. Sei Poeiis - y. Science o o . Mote stories
e o o e u, Spanish 2. Vamue: arror h. Pictures, drawings
i. Ranger Rick & His Friends o - Vague; other - j. More on animals
N ) V. Poems i. Variety o . oo
j. Happy Bee G . ____ _.__.__k. Span: to Eng:
o R w. Build a dinssaur 1. Activities; puzzles- =
k. Nature Club News I o= . More variety
T X. New words k. Easy to read, R
1. Green Velvet Princess y iinderstand m. yake hardgr
m. Nature Did It First L e f: Vagid; Gt
o ane OO It M 2. Vague, other 1. Research material
n. Dear Ranger Rick o m. Utility L -
o. Ranger Rick's Rateé Wondars T. Title or topic . Informative 15C. Where would you
e o . like to use?
p. Diatoms o. Different, specific . .. .. ‘
4. Piver Grows Up 77/7 a. Other
. er Grows U ). New ways/things T
3 2ieet Brous T pr Tew ways/thinds o park
r. Animals q. Attractive/colors .
o n el —- . c. Library
S. Vague; other r. Size o
t. Science el d. Beach
t. Science . r _ o oL
5. Ranger Rick e. Other's house
t. Vague, other .
J8BUE, f. Bus
u. Science __
L 8. Trips
v. Iitle . h. Zoo
w. Vocabulary
O
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