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Federal law prohibits discrimination on the basis ol race, color or_ national

. origin _(nt le _VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964); sex -IX of the
Educational Amendments of 1972 and Title II of the Vocational -ducation
Amendments of 1976); or handicap (Section 504 of the Rehabil. a n Act
of 1973) in educational programs and activities which_ rec _ federal
assistance. Oregon laws prohibiting discrimination include S 659.150
imd 659,030. The State Board of Educatidn, furthermorC., s adopted
Oregon .Administrative Rules regarding equal opportunity nd non-
discrimination: OARS 581-21-041 through -049 and OAR 581-22-505.

--
It is the policy of the State Board of Education and a priority of the Oregon
Department of Fducation to ensure equal-opportunity in all educational
programs and activities and in employment. The Department provides
assistance as needed throughout the state's educational system concerning

i. issues of equal opportunity, and has designated the following as responsible
.Ini coordinating the Department's efforts:

line 11Vocational Education Equal Opportunity Specialist

Ville VI and Title IXCoordinator, Title IV, C'iVil Rights

Section 504Assistant Superintendent; Division of Special Education
and Student Services

[liquifies thav be-addressed to the Oregon Department of Education, 700
P*ingle Parkway SE._ Salem 97310-0290 or to the Regional Office for Civil
Rights. Region X. (s /S 196 2901 Third Avenue; Seattle 98121.
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FOREWORD

Every day of the school year some 250,000 students are
transported to and from school_ in 4;000 schrl buses; The drivers
iif these buses have one of the most nerve-racking jobs m the
public schools. Every minute that a school bus is in operation, the
safety and welfare of every student; the driver; the bus itself; and
even the regulation' of traffic, depends on the driver's skill;
knowledge, judgment, and decisions.

The primary responsibility for, pupil transportation- rests
With the local schools. However;; the 'Oregon Department of
Ethication is required Ny law to adopt and enforce standards of
construction and regulations for.safe and economical operation.

Th manual has b i prepared to provide school bus drivers
and school officials with pertinent materialrelating to safe and
efficient school transportation. It_ is not intended to take the
place of the motor vehicle laws, school laws, Of first aid manual.
Rather, it is a reference source for answering the day -to -day
questions that arise in connection with the school bus driver's
job. Every driver should be thoroughly acquainted with the con-
tents. Of this publication, and a copy should be carried in the
glove compartnien-t- of every school bus.

Oregon motor vehicle laws are passed by the Oregon
legislature and are identified by an ORS (Oregon Revised Statute)
number: Pupil transportation regulations are adopted by the State
Board of Education and are identified by an OAR (Oregon
Adiiiihistrative Rule) number. In this manual, laws and regula-
tions are printed in italics. Advisory material is printed in
standard type.

Jack W. Sperr, Coordinator
Pupil Transportation Services
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PUPIL TRANSPORTATION PERMITTED

ORS 332.405 POPik Transportation Permitted.
(1) The distrit school board may provide transportation

for pupils or combinations of pupils and other persons
to and front school-related activities when considered
advisable by the board.

(2) hitead of transportation the hoard may furnish_board
and room for pupils when reasonable board and room
Van he provided at equal or less expense than trans-
portation.

(-3 ) The transportation costs or expenses for board and
room maybe paid from district funds-.

This law is permissive only and does not require transportation.

ORS 339.030 Exemptions from compulsory sehoollttendance.
(5) Children_ between the ages of 7 and 14--.Mars whose

parents live more than one and one -half miles; and
children over 10 years of age whose parents live more
than three miles; by the nearest traveled road; from
some public schMil and for whom the school dis-
trict does not provide transportation over the dis-
tances specif7ed in this -subsection.

Certain children are exempt from compulsory school attendance
if transportation is not provided.

DEFINITION OF A SCHOOL BUS

ORS 4ii5.010 Definition ...
(4) "School Bus" Means anyintiltiir Velifete that meets all

the following pro visions:
(a) Complies 'with standards relating to school bus

construction and school- bus equipment adopted
by the Department of Editeatton:

(b) Is marked in the front and in the rear; in fetters

3
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eight inches high or higher and of proportikonate
width; with the words "School BitS",

(e) Is transporting school children, _with or without
their instructors, to or from school or an autho-
rized 'school activity or function; and

(d) h not subject to _ORS_ chppter 767 or kepitated
Iry a City under ORS 221,420.. . ,

SCHOO,t BUS MARKINGS

ORS 485.030 School bus markings.
Nil persona shall display the words 'School Bus" on a vehicle that
is not aoschool bus as defined in ORS 485.010.

The effect of this law is to make it illegal to have die words
"School Bus" on arty _vehicle which does not meet all of the
requirements in ORS 485.010 (4) including construction stan-
dank eStabliSlied by theOtegon Department of Education._These
standards are filed as Oregon Administrative Rules 581=53=505

tiitough 58l-53-530 arid are published as "Minimuir Standards
for Oregon School Buses."

SCHOOL BUS USE REQUIRED:

ORS 485.027 Capacity and use as determining school bus status.
Oii and after September 1; 1978,'any vehicle with a seating
capaCity of tebre than 15 persons used to transport pupits,t0
and from schOO1 shall be a school bus as defined in
ORS 485.010.

ACTIVITY BUSES
.

ORS 485.055 DriVerS and vehicles transporting pupils subject to _ _

regulation; exception.

(1) Drivers transporting school pupils to and from author=
ized school activities shall be subject to the rutes of the

4



Department of education relating o school bus
drivers. Vehicles used fOr,transporting school pupils to
and from authorized school activities shall come under .

the rules of the DepartmAt of Education relating to
school bus inspection:

(2) This _section does not apply todriverspr vehicles under
regulation of the Publi Utilir tommissioner.
Oregon; the Oared States Department of Transporta-
tion or the Interstate Coinmerce ebmmission or to
rehicks or drivers of vehicles with a seatigtcapaity'of
15 or fewer persons.

The effect of this law is to require any activity bus with'a seating
capacity of more than IS persons to be driven by a licensed
school bus driVer subject to school bus driver regulationC The
vehicle is subject to the same inspection requirements as a schoD1
bus: Chartered vehicles under regulation of'the-P.U.C. or D.O.T.
are exempt. c

STOPPING STANDING; PARKING 'PROHIBITED
ORS 487380 Stopping; standing or parking prohibited in specific
places.

(I) driver shall not stop, stand or park a vehicle; -
(a1 On the roadway MI of a vehicle stopped or

parked at the edge or curb of a highway:
(1) On a sidewalk;
(cf- Within an intersection ;.
(i On a crosswalk;
(c). Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or

within 30 feet of points on the curb immediately
opposite the ends of a _safety zone, unless a
different length' is indicated by signs and
niarkings;

(f) Alongside . or opposite a street excavation or
'obstruction when :stopping, standing or parking
would obstruct traffic:"
Upon a bridge Fnr other elevated 'structure upon a
aghwav or within a bighway tunnel:
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(i) Qn a throughway':
(j) In the area between roadvtays of a divided

highway, including crossorerSor
(k) At any place where offirtor signs_ prollIbit

stopping: '-

These provisions apply to school buses also; even the red lights
are flashing.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF
THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,
ORS 485.050 Regulations governing school buses and drivers;
Subject to any other statute or regulation pursuant thereto
'relating to construction or equipment of vehicles, the Department
of Education shall adopt such reasonable standards relating to
school bus construction and school bus equipment; consistent
with minimum unifbmi national standards; as the department
deems _necessary for safe and economical _operation: Subject to
ORS 382.630 or any other statute or regulation pursuant there,k,
relating to safety of operation, qualifications or training of
drivers; accident reports and intervals of inspection; the
department shall also adopt and enforce such rules and
regulations relating to the safety of operation, special Wifica:-
nuns and special training of drivers; special accident rep its and
intervals of inspection; as the department _deems proper and
necessary, _fin- all vehicles used in transporting school children,
with or without their instructors, to or from school or authorized
school activities Or functions

This law requires the Oregon__ Department of Education to
regulate pupil transportation in Oregon. It is the authority under
which all regulations pertaining to pupil transportation have been
adopted by the Oregon Department of Education.

SCHOOL BUS STOP LAWS
ORS 487.445 Overtaking and passing school bus and certain
other busses.

(1) Except as provided in ORS 487 075, 487 085 and

61



overtakes from either direction a school bus; worker
transport bus or a bus issued a .permit under ORS
483.433 with flashing red lights in operation and the
bus is stopped on a roadway, the driver shall stop
before reaching the bus and shall remain standing until
the flashing red lights ate no longer operating

(2) driver treed not comply with subsection (1) of this
section if the bus is stopped on a different roadway.

(3) Failure to stop before reaching--a school; worker
transport bus or a bus issued a permit wider ORS
483.433 is a Class B traffic infraction.

ORS 485.0_ Operation of flashing red lights on certain busses.
(1) .1 river of a school bus, worker transport bus or a bus

issued a permit under ORS 483.433 Shall only operate
its flaxhing red warning figl s when the driver is
stopping the bus or has sto- ed the bus:
(a) For the purpose of loath', or unloading school

children, any worker as d Wed in ORS 485310
17) or children being tran_ ted to or from
religious services or an activity or fiinction auth-
orized by a religions organization;

( b) br aplace _that obstructs other driver's ability
to see the flashing red warning lights on another
-bra

( 2 ) Notwithstanding subsection (I) of This section, a driver
of a bus described in subsection ( 1) of this section. shall
not operate its flashing red warning lights if The bus is
stopping or has stopped:
(a) :11 an intersection where traffic is controlled by

electrical traffic control signals, other than -flash-
ing signals, or br-a police officer; or

( At a loading or unloading area where the bus is
completely of?. the roadway:

( 3) .4. person who operates the flashing_ red warning lights
of a school This, worker transport bus or bus issued a
permit under.4"ORS 483:433 at a- time not permitted
under this section commits a Class C traffic infraction.

7



Bus is approaching stop on roadway; amber lights flashing. Traffic
may proceed with caution.

RED LIGHTS-

STOP HERE --job.

s is stopped it right- hand traffic lane, red _lights flashing.
7". Children_ maw be crossing highway, or the shoulder may be too

narrow fbr bus to get completely off thelnain traveled portion of
the highway. Cars must stop and remain stopped as !mil as red
lights are flashing.



.=10

NOT REQUIRED TO STOP

YW6M.MBARR1ER OR UNPAVED-MEDIAN

41CZCZI NOT REQUIRED-TO STOP
.1MMI 11/

(41t -2
IMES

r

Bus is stopped in right-hand traffic lane, red lights flashing. There
is a barrier or unpaved median; and the shoulder is too narrow to
get completely off the main traveled portion of the highway. Cars
overtaking bus mast stop and remain stopped as long as red lights
are flashing. Approaching traffic may proceed:

NOT REQUIRED TO STOP
11 1

NOT REQUIRED TO STOP

Cy NOT REQUIRED TO STOP
.11=111 //1/01 1

NOT REQUIRED TO STOP

Bus is stopped completely off main traveled portion of the
highway and no children are crossing highway. Use of flashing red
lights is illegal; and traffic is not required to stop.

9 1 6;



OAR 53-015'
(7) Use of Plashing Wanking Lights:

(a) When pupils must cross the highway to board,_Or
after, leaving the bus, the driver shall actiwte the
flashing warning lights 100 t(000 feet before the
stop. The driver , *shall _stop_ the bits in the
right-hand traffic lane. The lights shall remain
flashing until all pupils ha, safely crossed the
roadway.

(b) When pupils need not cross the roadway to
board; or after leaving the bus, the driver shall:
(A) When possible, stop completely off the main

traveled portion of the highway. The driver
shall not actuate the flashing warning lights.

(B) Where it is not possible to stop completely
off the main traveled portion of the high-
way- the driver 'shall actuate the flashing
warning lights 100 t 300 feet before the
stop. The driver shall stop the _bus-in-The
right-hand traffic lane. The lights shall
remain _flashing_ until pupils, have .safely
boarded or left the bus:

Explanation of Stop Laws

When the bus is stopped in the right-hand lane of
traffic on an undivided highway, to load or4bnload
pupils, all traffic must stop.

.
When the bus is stopped off the main traveled portion
of the highway, traffic is not required to stop: It is

illegal to use the flashing lights when stopped off the
main traveled portion of the highway. lins_ must be

either completely in or completely out of the teat-fie
lane.

3. When the 4us is stopped in _the right-hand lane of
traffic on a highway divided by a barrier or unpaved

10



median strip, only traffic going the same direction as
the bus must stop. Approaching traffic may proceed.

4. It is illegAltii use the flashing lights at a location where
a red-amber-green traffic signal is iicoperation. It is
permissible to load or unload pupils where a traffic
signal is in 2peration provided the bus stops com-
pletely out_of' the lane of traffic:The flashing_ lighis
must not be _used: Students who cross the road must
use the crossWalks and obey the traffic-signal;

How to Make the Schcidl Bus Stop Law Effective

The school _bus driver must be ,alert and prepared for any. ..=

emergency. The driver must anticipate.conditions on the road
ahead as well as to the rear to avoid accident-producing
situations. The following suggestions will help the driver Make the
stop law effectiye._

I. When practical, avoid loading and unloading pupils at
intersections. It is suggested that stops be made atleast
100 feet from an intersection. The driver should
instruct pupils in how to cross the Toad safely if they
must do so. If a traffic signal i. in operation at the
nearby intersection, the driver may instruct pupils to
cross at the intetsectiiin and obey the traffic signal.

The school bus driver should !clad or discharge students
on their residence side of the highway whenever
practicable.

3. The school bus driver_ must use ingenuity and _good
judgment to keep traffic moving _and still protest the
student: This can be accomplished:

a. By' stopping on the main traveled portion of the
highway only when necessary.

.11



only after.studentsaresafely across the 1)fighway
or are safely loaded or unloaded; then driving
slowly_ on the shoulder of- the highway, if
possible, to permit following traffic to passe

c. By,adhering strictly to the provisions of the law
and regulations governing the ustir of the flashing
warning lights:

A warrant for the arrest of a violator may be obtained proVided
the bus driver can make positive Identification of the offending
driver. HOWeVer, this is seldom possible. Assistance of local pdlice

-agencies Should be requested for special trouble spots. A letter
'from the school or a police agency to the owner of the offending
vehicle often brings good results.

RAILROAD CROSSINGS A

ORS 487.430 CettaiP vehkles must stop at all railroad grade
crossing.

(1) As used in this.section:
(a), "Passenger transport vehicle" means a school bus;

. worker transport bus, abuipperated for trans-
porting chitdren to and ,frorn church or an
activity or function authorized by a church, or
any vehicle used in the transportation of persons
for hire- by a nonprofit entity as provided in .

subsection (11 1 of ORS 76 Z 03.5.

(h) "School bus- means _a vehicle as defined in
subsection (4) of bRS 485.010.

() "it:Orker transport bus" means _a _vehicle as
define in subsectionj 5 ) of ORS 485.010.

(2) Except as _provided in ORS 487435, the driver of a
Mirror Vehicle described in subsection 13) of this
section before crossing at grade any railrOad tracks
shall:
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none. not less than 15 nor more than 50feet fi-om
the nearest rail of the railroad and, while stopped,
listen and took in both directions along the tracks
for approaching trains and signals indicating
approaching trains; and

(b) PrOceed across tile tracks after stopping only
when he can do so safely in the gear of the motor
vciricli that does not require manually changing
gears while proceeding; and without manually
changing gears.

(37 This section applies to:
(a) A passenger transport vehicle:

= (b) A motor bus designated for: or carrying passen-
gets for hire.

(c) A motor truck carrying explosive substances or
inflammable liquidsts a cargo or part of a cargo:

(4) A driver of a motor vehicle deScribid in subsection ( 3)
_. 22f this section who faits to stop, remain stopped, or

_ proceed after stopping at railroad tracks as required by
subsection (2) of this section commits a Class C traffic
infraction.

ORS 487:435 Railroad grade crossings exempt from special
stopping,rules.

(1) The special stopping requirements of ORS 487.430 do
not apply:
(a) At a crossing of a meet or highway and street

railway tracks;
(b) To interurban electric tralks where official traffic

control signals are in operation and give indica-
tion to approaching vehicular traffic to proceed;

(c) To any railway _tmcks_upon which operation has
been abandoned and for which the Public Utility
Commissioner has plainly marked that no stop
need be made;

13



(e),

(I)

operations are required by law to be conducted
under flag protection;
To industry track crossings within districts in'
which the maximum speed of vehicles is 20 miles
per hour or less;
To any crossing where an officer directs_traffic to
proceed, or 4,here an operating official traffic
controlsignal indicates that other traffic may
proceed; or "
To any crossing protected by crossing gates;
unless the motor vehicle is a se/tool bus as defined
in subsection (41'of ORS 485.010; in which case
the driver shall stop as required by ORS 487.430.,

(2) Except when a train is approaching, a drivertif a motor
bus carrying passengerS for hire is not required to stop

4 at crossings where thePublic Utility Commissioner has
getermined and plainly marked that no stop need be

made:

Note: _A school bus must stop at a crossing protected by a gate
eve ii though a traffic light in conjunction with the gate indicates
traffic may proceed.-

OAR 53.015_
(41 After stopping at -a railway crossing as required by law,

the driver shall open tile bus entrance door and driver
window_, loac and listen for an approaching train; Then

close the door before proceeding across the track.

WheneVere possible, school. bus drivers should avoid loading or
unloading children at railroad crossings. If visibility is poor; the
driver may have to rely even more on hearing. The-eiriver must
open the window as well as the door a'd shduld control the noise
level by instructing the students to be quiet and by turning off
airy radio equipmegt.

14 21



tiaftic lane: If conditions permit, the driver may _pull off thq
traveled portion of the road to permit following traffic to pass.
The use of hazard warning lights is suggested at itilroad stops.
The use of the overhead flashers is, of course. illegal:

There are presently no street railway or interurban electric tracks
operating in Oregon. Therefore exceptions (a) and (b) in ORS
487.435 do not apply at this tinit.

SPEED LAWS

ORS 487(465 Basic speed rule.
( 1) A person commas-the offense of violanng _thebasic

speed rule if he drives a vehicle upon a highway at a
speed greater than is reasonable and prudent:, having
dtil-egard to the _traffic; surface and width of the

_highway, the liazard at Intersections, weather, visibility
and any other conditions then existing.

( 2) As_ used in this section; unless the context requires
othenylse, "highway" includes; but is not limited to;
an dicey.

( 3) Violating the basic speed rule is a Class B traffic
.

infraction

A person -must always drive at a speed that will permit the driver
to maintain proper control of the vehicle under all conditions:

ORS 487.518 Maximum speeds for motor trucks and passenger
transport ,vehicles.
/1 (a -d) and 2 omitted:/

(3) A persoir commits the offense of viotatlitg the max-
union speed limit for passenger transport vehicles if he
drives a passenger transport vehicle on any highway at
a speed greater than 55 miles prr hour.

(4) A person violating subsection (2) or (31 of this section
commits a Class 8 traffic infraction.

15 22



(6) -Notwithsignding any other provision of this sectibn;
the motor vehicles referred to in_ this section are
subject to the provisions of ORS 487.465.

The imum speed limit for school buses is 55 m.p.h. School
buses a also subject to the basic speed rule.

,

ORS 487.470 Speeds constituting prima 'facie evidence of
violation.
Any speed in excess of the speeds designated under this section,
ORS 487.480 ot- 482490 shall be prima facie evidence of
violation of ORS 447.465. The speeds designated in this section
are: t.-

( 1 ) Fifteen miles per hour When driving on an alley.
12) 'Twenty_ per hour:

(a) When passing_school grounds when children are
present; (or a sch*1 crosswalk when children_ are
present; if notice _of the. grounds or crosswalk is,
inalkated plainly S'y signs or signals conforming
to ORS 487.855.

(b) to city business.district.
(3) Twenty-five miles per hour;

0 (a) In any residence tstrkt. .
(bj In public parks, unless a different speed- is

designated by' state or locl authorities, as autho-
rued by law, and duly posted. . . .

When signs or signals identify a school grounds or school
crosswalk the maximum speeld is 20 m.p.h. when children are
present.

ORS 487.505 Impeding traffic:
(1) A person commits the offense Of impeding traffic if he

drives a motor vehicle, or combination of motor
vehicles, at such a slow speed try impede or block the

"



when he must proceed at a reduced speed fOr safe
operation or in compliance with law or bercause of
emergency. .;

_( 2) Impeding traffic is a Class C traffic infraction.

Bus drivers should stop the out of the traffic lane when safe
and practical to do so to Allow vehicles accumulated behind the
bus to _pass. Drivers should determine safe/turnouts on the bits
route. Use-of the same turnodts each day' is an advantage to the
bus driver 3?rd other motorists.

LANE USAGE

ORS 487:185 Duty of driver' of certain vehicles to drive to right:
(1) .4 driver of a vehicle having a gross weight of 8,000 or

more pounds:( a camper or a vehicle with trailer'
commits the

not
of failure_ to _drive On _the right .if

he dc's not drive in the right lane of all roadway;
having two or more lanes for. traffic proceeding in 'a
single_ direction; except:
(a) When overtaking and passing another _vehicle

proceeding in the same directfon under the -rules
-governing this movement when such movement
can be made without interfering with the passage
of other vehicles; !_

(")) When preparing to`turn left:
,(c) When reasonably necessary in response to emer-

gency conditions:
(d) To avoid actual or potential traffic moving onto,

the right lane from an acceleration or merging-
lane: or

(e) When necessary 4' follow highway directional
signs that direct Of ofa lane other than the right/
lane.

17



cjunits a Class C traffic infraction.

Since most school buses weigh over 8,000 pounds, they must use
only the right lane of any multi-lane road except for passing,.
preparing to turn left or in response to an emergency.

VEHICLES ON SCHOOL PROPERTY

ORS 332.445 Regulation of vehicles on school property.
(1) As used in this. section, "vehicles" means and includes

all motor vehicles as defined in ORS 481.040 and
every other mechanical device in or on which a person
or thing is or may be carried and which is intended for
such use..

(2,) district school board by resolution, may make;
modify or abolish rules prohibiting, reltricting or
regulating the operation and parking of /vehicles, or
particular classes or kinds of vehicles: upon property
controlled by the district; as _the board considers
convenient or necessary for the policing of such
property.

(3) The rules promulgated under subsection (2) of this
Section shall becomc effective when appropriate signs
giving notice thereof are erected _upon_such property.

(4) Every peace officer may enforce the rates promulgated
under subsection (2) of this section.

(5) The district and any municipal corporation or any
department, agency or political subdivision of this
state may enter lido agreements or contracts with each
other for the purpoz_of providing a uniform system of
enforcement of the rules .proM ukated under
subsection (2) of this section.

¶very school district is authorized to regulate traffic on school
property. When such rules are properly adopted and signs posted:
these rules are enforceable by police officers.

18
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ORS 485.060 School bus license plates; revocation.
The Atom,- Vehicles Division shall issue license plates /Or amotor
vehicle- used in transporting students; with or without 'their
instniiors. to or fronz school or authorized school activities or
fitnctums or activities or functions under the sponsorship_ af the
State Board of Higher hituatiMt svhen notified by the Depart-
ment I: Vitiation regarding buses under its regulatory authority
or The State Board of Higher Education regarding vehiclesunder
its junkhc tion or their authorized representatives that the vehicle
confOrms to the rules adopted by the Department of EviatiOn
or the State Board of HigherLduation; as the arse may be; and
is safe for operation upon the public highways, Any failure.lo'
continue to maintain and operate is motor vehicle used for this.
pitrpose in accordance with .runt noes or any failure, to, operate
the vehicle safely upon .the public highways is sufficient cauw for
the revocation of the licetrce plates.

Old& this law. the Department:of Education apprOVes school
buses before license plates are issued by. the Motor Vehicles
Division:, F:illure to maintain a school- bus in accordance with
regultitiims can resell in the revocation of the license plates:

9
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ADMINISTRATION OF
PUPIL TRANSPORTATION:-

Definitions

ti

QA R 581-53-002
(!J of terms used in OAR 581-53-002 through

581-53-530 shall be as follows:
( a) A :Shool bus shall in as defined in ORS 485.010.
( b) Pupil transporting vehicles shall include all school

biikeS ds well as other vihicles which are owned or
under contract with school districts, private or
mrochial*schools_and arc used to transport pupils
to or ;Irian SeliiiOlOr an authorized school activity
or fill:emit,.

Illegal Operation Prolikited

OAR 581 -53 -002
(2) No wize)! district or other employer shall require Or

knowingly permit any Person to operate asciaiol bus
or oilier mon transporting vehicle in violation of any

rules of the Oregon Department of Educa-
tion or OregorNaws.

Transportation Policy Required

OAR 581-53-002
(3) School districts shall provide and implement written

transportation policy.

Maintenance

OAR 581:534)02
(4) School buses shall be maintained in safe operating

condition and Shall meet or exceed the minimum
standardS in effect at the time of purchase plus any
subsequent rules applicable to the vehicle.
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Maintaining buses in condition to conforni with' applicable
minimum sLindzirds _is required;

(5) Any additions of school bus equipment or alterations
in the bus construction not provided for in tin
applicable MiniMIIM Standards for Oregon School
Buses arc prohibited without prior approval from the
Oregon Department of Education. Other pupil trans-
porting ['Chides shall not be. modified or changed lo
af- '11 the safe operating condition of tin vehicles.

Nonstandard i ems may .not :be added to a bus. Required items
may not be rei ivied from a bus._

(6) All school buses which will be transporting students
for the first time in a school system must conform, or
lw made to conform within thirty days of notice of
nonconformity, to the Minimum Standards for Oregon
Stiool Buses currently in force. Oregon Departntent of
Education personnel may give a written order that a
bus is unsafe and shall not be used to transport
students when there is reason to believe that a
deficiency is such that continued operation of the bus
may jeopardize _the safety of students or public. The
bus owner shall note'', the Oregon Department of
Education that the deficiency is corrected befbre
transporting students.

(7) Vehicle maintenance records shall be kept for each
. vehicle used to transport students. These records shall

he available to Department of Education personnel
upon request. The following minimum information
shall be kept for each vehicle by date and mileage at
the fime of senke, adjustment or repair:
(al Chassis lubrications.
(h) Engine oil and filter changes.
(e) Major engine tune-ups and repairs,
(d) All adjustments; service and repair of brake

system._
(e) All adjustment, service and repair .49f steering

mechanism and other related parts.
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(f) Tires.
(g) Drive train coriponents:

Suggested forms for these records are available from the Oregon

Department of Education; Pupil TrariSportation Services;

Seating

OAR 581-534302
(8) A seat that fully supports the passenger shall be

provided for every passenger on all pupil transporting
vehicles. Seating is not permitted on any portion of the
bus not designed for that purpose. Passengers shall not

be permitted lo stand while vehicle is in motion:

Pupil Instruction

OAR 581-53-002
(9) Safety instruction

(a) All regularly transported pupils in schools which

provide pupil transportation shall receive the
following instruction at least once in the first half
and once in the second half of each school year
(A) Safe bus riding procedures.
(B) Use of emergency exits.
(C) Planned and orderly evacuation of the bus

in case of emergency, including participa-

tion in actual evacuation drams.

(b) All pupils in sehools where pupil transportation is

prinrided who are not regularly transported shall

receive the following instruction at least once in

the first half of each school year:
(A) Safe bus riding procedures.
(B) Use of emergency exits.

Regularly transported students must receive instruction including
evacuation drills at least twice in each school year: Other students
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must receive instruction at least once. See advisory section for
training tips.

Equipment Updating

OAR 581-53-002
.

( JO) On or before September 1; 1978; all school buses shall
be equipped with the following items The items shall
meet the requirements of the applicable Minimum
Standards for Oregon School Buses in effect
September 1; /976:

v(a) Driver's seat. belt.
(1) C'rossview mirror.
(c) Interiormirror 6 x 30 inch minimum.
(a) Seat rail and guard rail pads.
(e) Seat cushion retention.
(1) Seat legs bolted to the floor

Exception: The Superintendent of Public 1nstruc
tion may grant a *elay of up to _one year for
items (e) and (f) if a school is unabte to comply
due to financial hardship; by September 1, 1978. -4
No requests for,vanance will be considered by the
State Superintendent after Au_gust _1, 1978.

( 11) On or beforeSeptember 1; 1979; all school buses shall
be equipped with the following items. The items 'shall.
meet the requirements of the applicable Minimum
Standards for Oregon School. Buses in effect
September 1; 19_76.
(a) Five pound fire extinguisher.
(b) First aid kit contents.
(c) Right side convex mirror. This mirror may be

installed on the right front .corner of the bus in
lieu of location. described in the Miiiimunt
Standards:

(d) Sun visor 6 x 30 inch mininiunt -s
(e) Stanchion pads.
(f) Service door head bumper.
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(k) 1).0.T. -apprOred triangle reflector kit:
(11 ) Securely anchored tool bra lid (if bus is equipped

with tool box). .
-I

'Refer to Minimum Standards for Orego*n School Buses(OAR 581-
53 -515) for standards applying to these items: ;

river Training
''........7OAR 581-53-002

(12) School systems shall provide for the required _training;
examination (10 testing of., their 'school bus drivers to
conipli with Oregon Department of Education rides.
Records to document training and testing shall be
maintained by school systemS. Such records shall be
nt e part of each driver's personnel file. Records shall

ee Made 'aVailable to Oitgon Department of &fixation
personnel or the driver upon request'

Used Buses

OAR 581534:102
(13) Schools or contractors selling a used school bus shall

be responsible for removing all markings that would
identtlY it as a school bus including the flashing amber
and red warning lights:
Exception: If the bus Is sold for the purpose of
transporting school children to and from school, the
bus identification and flashers need not be removed. If
sold for the purpose of transporting workers; the
flashing amber and red warning lights need not be
removed.

Rebuilding Buses -

OAR 581-53-002
( 14) Schools or c:ontr ctors planning to rebuild a school bus

shall first secure approval from the Pupil Trans-
portation Services, Oregon Department of Education.
(This does not apply to repair of damage.) All rebuilt
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uses- nest _meet current Oregon Minimum Standards
tool Buses and applicable federal Department of

Transportation regulations,

Special Vehicles

OAR 581-53-002
t 51" Special vehicles used fur transportation of handicapped

pupils for spcT lilt' educational purposes which do
not inert at! current Oregon Minimum Standards for
School Buses must be approved by the Pupil Trans-

, portatJO Service's, Oregon Department of Education.
(/6) A ppeal-Pr:Vanarice -

!: -(a) ;A schijirr.pr contractor desiring to purchase a
' school bus 1conversion vehicle which cannot

rrieet.all yew& ed "minimum construction stan-
dards for buses in:Oregon must forward an
"Appeal_ flip Variance 'I= relpie3 to the State
SuPeriritenderit of _Public Instruction; Salem;_
Oregon.: This appeal must:be mac by the local
sIrbool superintendent, and contain at least the
following information.:.
(A) .-The need for such a vehicle.
(B) ' -Why a standard sclipOl bus' wil not suffice
(C) items which will not meet school bus-

standards.
(D) Passenger capacity of vehicle.

(b) This variance provision is designed for 'unique
changes or alterations necessary to accommodate
special equipment or conditions

Accident Reporting
OAR 581-53-002

(17) ln case of ari accident involPing serious injury or deatn.-.
the Oregon Department of Education she be notified
immediately. .t

See Chapter III for regulations governing all accident reporting.
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SCHOOL BUS DRIVER TRAINING AND LICENSING

License or Permit Required

OAR 581-53-006 1

;
No person shall transport pupils in a school bus or a vehicte
with a capacity of more than 15 persons not subject to
regutattons c the Oregon Public Utilities Commission or
Federal D rtment of on; such persoh
has comp le ed all requirements for v (Iliool bus driver's
permit or license and meets the standards established by the
Dept rtment for issuance of permits or licenses.

School Bus Driver Permits

OAR 581=534)06

(1) The Oregon Department of Education shall issue a
school bus driver permit to applicants who meet the
permit criteria but do not qualify for a _school bus
driver's License. A person cannot' reapply for a permit
for at least 12 months from date of permit expiration.
An _applicant must_ meet the following criteria. to
qualify for a sthool bus driver permit. The applicant
shall:
(a). Possess a valid driver-chauffeur's license
(b) Pass an approved physical examination within six

months prior to apphcation.
(c) Pass a behind-the-wheel test as prescribed by the

:Oregon Department of Education. MIS permit
shall not be valid in a vehicle with a_ greater
passenger capacity than the vehicle in which the
test is taken._

(d) Pass a check of driving and criminal records by
the Oregon Department of E.:twat-1On.

31 36



(e) Complete a minimum often
behind-the-wheel train* by a tray rifled by
the Oregon Department of Education. Hours of
behind-the-wheel training shall be those hours
spent by the trainee with a certified trainer or a
designated assistant iVactual operation of the
vehicle or vehicles thf applicant will be expected
to drive.

(f) Exemption: if an applicant has regularly driven a
bris of a size and type similar to that which the
driver will be expected to drive, for a period of at
least sic months within the past three years, the
applicant shall be required to coMplete . four
hours of approved behind-the-wheel training. The
employer must have written acknowledgment
from the applicants previous employer verifying
bus driving itvcperience if this exception is to be
exercised.

(See "Expiration" onyage 36)
Behind-the-wheel testing shall be performed by certified behind-
the-wheel trainers

School Bus Drivel's License

OAR 581-53-006
(j- ) The Oregon Department of Education shall issue a

school bus driver's license to qualified individuals'who
meet the following requirements:
(a) Has a training- record with the Oregon

Department of Education showing that the
driver:
(A) Has completed the Core Course for school

bus drivers within the kat four years;
(B) Pdssesses a valid first aid card which verifies

that the applicant has completed at least the
Midtimedia Red Cross Course requirements
or equivalent.
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(b) Has been certified as competent by the auth*
ized local school official on forms provtded by
the Oregon Department of Education: 1:

(c) PdASesses a valid permit; or;
(A ) Possesses a valid driver-chauffeur's license;
(B) Has passed an approveclphysical examina-

tion within six tilonths prior to application;
(0 Was passed a behind-the-wheel test as pre-

scribed by the Oregon Department .af Edit-
cation: The license shall not be valid in a
vehicle with a greater passenger capacity,
than the vehicle in which the test is taken;

(D) Has passed a check of driving and criminal
records by the Oregon Department of Edu-
cation;

(E) *las completed a minimum of ten hours of
approved behind-the-wheel training by a
trainer certified by' the Oregon Department
of Education. Yours of behind-the-wheel
training shall be those hours spent by the
trainee with a certified trainer or a des-
ignated assistant in actual operation Of tide
vehicle or vehicles the applicant will
expected to drive

(d) Exemption: If an applicant has regularly driven a
bus of a size and type similar to that which the
driverWill be expected to drive, for a period of at
least six months within the pasp,three years; the
applicant shall be required to complete four
hours of approved behind-the-wheel traini g. The
employer must have written acknowledgment
from the applicants previous employer verifying
bus driving experience, if this exception is to be
exercised:

(See "Ekpiration" on page 36)
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License Renewal
f

OAR 581-53-006
(3) Tlw Oregon Department Of Education shall renew a

school bus driver's license for the driver who:
(a) Possesses; or has possessed within the last twelve

month period, a valid Oregon School Bus Driver's
License;

41 (b) Possesses a valid driver-chauffeur's licenT
(c) Has passed an 7approved physical examination

within six months prior to application;
(d) Has passed a check of current driving records by

the Oregon Department of Education;
(e) Has:a training record with the Oregon Depart-

ment of Education showing that the driver:
(A) Has completed the Core Course for school

bus drivers within the last four years;
(B) Possesses a valid fOSt aid card which verifies

that the applicant has completed at least the
Mult4zedia Red Cro ._ Course requirements
or equivalent. A ya d first aid card-shall be
maintained at all ti es.

(f) Has been certified as competent by the author- .
ized local' school Official on forms provided by
the Oregon Department of Education;

(g) Has a training record With the Oregon Depart-
ment of -Education showing that the driver has
received an average of at least eight hours of
approved classroom training annually while
licensed as a bus driver during the preceding four
year period;_

(h) Makes application for a license: within four
months before expiration or one year after
expiration of a, Current license. Any driver w_bany-
school bus driver's hawse has been expired for
twelve months or more will he considered an
original applicant;
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(1) A driver possessing a valid license on June 30,
1979, may renew such-license without coMplet-.
ing ten_ hours Of behind-theiuheel training if such
driver has driven a school busifor a period Of at
least six months during the, twelve months pre-
ceding application for...renewal.. Such driver must,
however, pass a behind-the-wheel test as pre-
scribed by the Oregon Department of Education.
The license shall not be valid_ in a vehicle with a
greater passenger capacity than the vehicle.- in
which the test is taken. '

(A) Any driver need pass a behind-the-wheel test
only once; as long as the driver maintains a
valid school bus driver's license.

(B) Additional. tests may be requested by the
:Oregon Deptptment of Education if reason-
able doubt of driver competency exists.
(See "Expiration" on page 36)

.ginergency Drivers

OXR 581-53-006
(41 A person who does not currently possess a valid school

bus_driVer's license may be used in an emergency if
such driver:
(a) is judged competent by the local school author-

ities:
(b) Poisesses_a valid driver-chauffeur's license;
(e) is on a list of emergency drivers maintained b-y

the Oregon Department of Education. An emer-
gencv driver _must pass the same check of driving
and criminal words as required for a regularly
licens&I school bus driver. The emergency driver
shall meet a?? qualifications prescribed on the
emergency driver _application. This form must be
signed by the chief administrative officer_of the
school district and submitted to .the Oregon
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Department of Education for approval, Approval
as an_- emergency driver shall expire July 1
annually.

(d) Emergency drivers shall not drive after the end of
an emergency -or after ten driving days, whiopever
comes first. No emergency driver may be used in
more than two emergencies in anv school year
without written permissiOn from the Oregon
Department of Education.

Expiration

OAR 581-53406 (5)
(a) Permits expire 120 days after issuance and may

not be renewed. The holder of a iulidpennit may
apply fora school bus driver's license at any time
all requirements have been met for such license.

(b) For applicants 18 through 54 years of age, a
license-issued on July 1 shall expire on July 1 twq
years later For applicants 55 years of age or
older, a license issued on July 1 WWI expire on
July 1 one year later. Any license issued from
March 1 through June 30 shall have the same
expiration date as a license issued on the
fOltowing July 1. Any license issued from July-2
through the last day of February shall have the
same expiratibn date as a license issued on the
previous July 1.

Age Restrictions

OAR 5f31-53-006 (6) A license shall expire on a driver's 70th
birthday and shall not be renewed.
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Physical Examinations

OAR .581-53-006 (7)
(a) An _applicant for a permit, license; or license

renewal must have passed an approved physical
examination administered within six months
prior to date of application by a physkian
licensed under the provisions of ORS Chapter
677. _ .

(b) An EkG ihall be required for renewal at age 55
or older: '

(c) Physical examination forMS adopted by the
Oregon Departinent of Education shall be utilized
by applicants for _school bUS driver's licenses;_,The
Bureau of Motor Carrier Stifety phySical exarkina-i
-lion form effective January 1; 1978, may be used
in lieu of the Mins adopted by the Oregon
Department of EducatiOn.

(d) An applicant will be refused a school bus driver's
license unless such person possesses the minimum
qualifications described belOW:
(A) Mental and physical conditiOn:

(i) .'No impairment of use of foot, leg
finger, hand or arm, or otherstructural
defect or limitation, likely to interfere
with safe driving or other responsi-
bilities of a school bus drivz Drivers
may be required. to demonsuTte ability
to open and dose a manually oper-
ated bus entrance door control with a
force of at least 30 pounds; climb and
descend steps with a maxiinum step
height of 17-1/2 inches; operate two
hand controls simultaneously and
quicAly; have a reaction time of 3/4 of ..
a second or less from thei throttle to
the brake control; carry or drag a 125
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POUnd person 30 feet in 30 seconds or
less; depress a brake pedal with the
foot to a pressure of at least 90
pounds; depreSS a clutch pedal with
the foot to a pressure of at least 40
pounds unless operating an automatic
transmission; exit from an emergency
dock opening of 24 x 48 inches at least
42 inches from the ground in ten
seconds or less.

( ii) No mental, nervous, organic, or func-
tional disease or disability likely to
interfere with safe driving_ or other
responsibilities of a school bus driVer.

(B) Visual acuity Of at teast 20/40 (Sriellen),in
each, eye with or .without glasses or by
correction with glasses. Form fiekl of vision
shall not be less than a total of 140 degrees
and the ability to. 'distinguish colorsred;
green, -and yetioW: Drivers requiring correc-_
tive lenses_ shall wear properly prescribed
lenses at all times White driving.

(C) Heating shall not be less than 7115 in the
better ear; or have a hearing loss greater
than 40 decibels if audiogram is used for
conversational tones, with or without a
hearing 'aid. Drivers requiring a hearing aid
shall wear surh property operating aid at all
times white driving.

(D) The driver shall not use to excess; or be
addicted to alcoholic beverages; narcotics,
or drugs.

(E) The driver is not qualified to operate a
SchOO1 bus, if insulin is .necessary_ to control
a diabetic condition; or if _the driver has a
diabetic conditibri With a fasting glucose of
more than 200 ingidt.
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(F) If the driver has severe hypertension (grade
3 retinopathy), the driver is not qualified to
operate a school bus. -

(e) la cases of 'serious illness or injury which may
impair ability to drive a school _bus safely,
re-examination and medical approval is required
prior to resumption of driving; e.g., complicated
fracture, liead . injury with prolonged toss of
consciousness, severe coronary disease; heart
attack or heart surgery.

Driving and Criminal Records

OAR 581-53-006 (8)
(a) The Oregon Department of Education shall

review the driving record of each fippticant before
a periiiit or license_ is issued or renewed. Appli-
cants who have hetd a driver's license in a state
other than Oregon anytime during the precedin,;
three year period_ shall furnish upon request a
eopt, of the driving record from such state or
states to the Oregon Department of Education. at
tape of application:.

(h) The Oregon Department of Education shall
review the criminal record of a driver upon
original application for a permit or license.

(c) An applicant will be_refused a school bus driver's
license or a current license shall be suspended or
revoked if the applicant or driver:
(A) Has ever been convicted of a sex offense

involving fierce or minors:
(B) Has ever been convicted of a crime involving

violence or threat of violence. Thqshall not
apply if applicant or driver has been free
from 'custody, probation and parole for the
preceding three year period:
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(C) Has, within the preceding three year period,
an entry in a public record as defined in
ORS 152.410, involving criminal activity in
drugs.: or beverages;

(D) Has had a driver's license suspended by the
Divisibn of Motor Vehictes of any state;
Within the preceding three year period; for a
cause involving the unsafe operation of, a
motor vehicle;

( E) Has been convicted within the preceding
three year period of:
(i) Hit-and-run driVing;
(ii) Driving under the influence of intoxi-

cants as defined in ORS 487540;
(iii) Reckless driving as defined hie ORS

487:550;
(iv) Fleeing or attempting to elude apolice

officer while driving a motor vehicle;
( v) Failure to perform the legal duties of a

driver involved in an accident or-col-
liSiOn Which results in injury or death
of any person.

(F) Has a driving record for thepreceding three
year period that has an accumulation of 31
or more points based upon the following
point system:,

) Each chargeable accident and each
conviction fora moving violation-Of
traffic laws shall have a ._value of 10
points. A chargeable accident is one in
which the driver is answerable as the
primary cause of or chargeable with
the result of an accident.

(ii) One point shall be subtracted from the
total number of points for each full
month, since the last chargeable acct=

dent or conviction, to the time of
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driving record check
Refusals and Suspe mons

OAR 581-53-006 9)
(a). Th Oregon Department of Education may

ref Se, suspend or revoke _the license. of a school
bus driver for noncompliance with licensing or
physical reguirements; giving false or incomplete
information _on application forms; or ilure tb
comply with taws, rules and regulations appli-
cable to ,school bus drivers. Applications With
obvious incomplete or inaccurate information
Will be returned _to-_the employer with no action
taken,regarding denial or approval

(b) Upon suspension or revOittion, the liceniee Shall
surrender the suspended of revoked license to the
Oregon Department of Education_

(c) Hearings on appeal from refusal suspension or
revocation of schbol bus driver'slicenses shall be'
pursuant to ORS Chapter 183:

(d) A lic-hse may be suspended for any period up to
; .90 days. If conditions of the suspension have not

been met within the suspension period, the
license shall be revoked,

Change of Name; Addem or Employer

OAR 581-53-006 ( 10)
Upon change of name; address or employer, a-driver
MC1.0 notify the Oregon_ Deparrtment of Education
within thirty days.. A ihiplicate license will be issued if
necessary:

Application Procedure
To apply for a School Bus Driver's License, a driver should:

1. Obtain "School Bus Driver's License or Permit Appli-
-cation packet" from your employer. This packet will
contain the physical examination forin, application,
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and'instruction sheet:
Fill out application. Complete-W±eS I through 10, sign;

and date.-
3. Take application and ineilital examination forms to the

exaininio pirysician: The physician must We licensed
undertprovisions of ORS Chapter 677. Upon comple-
tion of the examination; if ad phySical requirementS
have been rtiet. the physiciaR is to keep the examination
form and sign the applicatiOn.

4. 9pticants who have .held drivers' licenses in other
states in the last three years may be required' to

provide copies of their driving records from -those

states.'
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED.

SCHOOL BUS INSPECTION
Annual
OAR- §s1-53-008

( 1 ) Transporting districts shall have all _vehicles used in
transporting pupils _inspeted annually, and certify to
the_ OregOn State' Department of Education that all
deficiencies have been corrected berme September 1

each year .

(2) The Qregon State Department of Education shall
furnish (orris for- the inspeelion and. for the certifi-
(-anon reports.

Ssaate
AR 581:534308 -

(3) Oregon State Department orEdeicatibn personnel may
make school bus inspetilms ar ny. lime or upon
request of local school distriecs3 _he department may
investigate accidents and exam 'buses involved in
accidents as Vie department con ers necessary.

(4) Upon inspecetio'of buses by Oregon State Department
of Education personnel, sehool districts shall be
notified in writing of deficiencies. Sdch deficiencies
shall be corrected within 30 days. If the district is

' .
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unable to cause the deficiency to be corrected Within
30 days, the distrie.t.maY,Submit. a written request for
an extension of time to the.Oregtin State Department
of Education'. Suchrequest\roay be granted, provided
the deficiency does not affectlhe safety of students or
public, and is not contrary to Oregon Motor Vehicle
LaWs. -

(5) .Oregon State Department ofEducation personnel may
give a written order that a bus is unsafe and shall not
be used to transport students when there is reason to
believe that a deficiency is such thcit -continued
operation of the bus may jeopardize the safety Of
students or public.

-.(6) The district shall notify _the Oregon 'State Department
of Education in writing that the deficiency is corrected
before transporting_ students in a bus that has been
declared unsafe in (5)above.Driver-

OAR 581 =53M8
_ _

( 7) The driver shall inspect the loll-owing daily, finless the
inspection_ is performed by other designated employes.
(a).. Windshield and wipers.
(b) All outside tights.

.

(c) ) Service door, emergency -docir, and .b4zzer.
(a) Tires and wheel lug nuts.
(e) Battery, belts, oil and coolant
(f) Horns.
(g) Brakes.
(h) Steering,i
(1) Exhaust system.
(j) See that lights; windshield, mirrors, and warning

Signs are lean.
( k) Emergent equipment.

(8) The driver shall report as soon as boki to the proper
official any deficiency or malfitnction of any equip-
ment or component of the bus.

( 9) The driver shall not transport students Unless the bus is
sa=fe to operate.
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RULES GOVERNING PUPILS RIDING SCHOOL
BUSES

OAR 581-53-010
( 1) Pupils being transported are under authority of the bus

driVer.
( Fighting: Wrestling; or boisterous activity is prohibited

on the bus.__
( 3) Pupils Shall use the emergency door only in case of

emergency.
(4) Pupils shall be on time for the bus both morning and

evening.
(5) PiiPilS shall not bring animals; firearms. Iwtpons, or

ifitherpotentially hazardous, material on the has.

(6) Pupils shall remain seated white has is in' mtiiion;

( 7) Pupils may be assigned seats by the bus driver_

(8 ) When necessary to cross the road; pupils shall cross in

-front the bus or.as instructed by the bus dnver.

(9) Pupils hall not _extend their hein4 'arms; or heads

through bus windows.
:(10) Pupils shalt have written permission to leave the bus

tiller than at home or school.
(11) Pupils shall converse in normal tones: loud or vulgar

language is prohibited.-____

(12) pupils sheik not open or close windows without

permission driver.
(13)- Pupils shall keep the bus clean; and must refrain from

-damaging it._ -

(14) Pupils shall be courteous to the driver, to fellow pupils;

and passersby.
( 15) PupilS who refuse to obey promptly the directions of

the driver or refuse to obey regulations may forfeit
their privilege to ride on the buses.

( 16) RulesGoverning Pupils _Siding School Buses must be

kept posted in a conspicuous place in all school buses;



t
RULES PERTAINING TO SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
Observing Laws and Regulations

OAR 581-53-015
( 1) School bus drivers shall observe all local and state

traffic taws and ordinances._ r
) Drivers shall enforce local , school board and Oregon

Department of Education rides governing pupils riding
school buses.

(3) Drivers shall observe local school board and Oregon
Department 'of Education rules pertaining to school
bus drivers. -

Railroad Crossings

OAR 581.-.53015
(4) After stopping_ata railway crossing as required by taw,

- the driver shall open the bus entrance" door and driver
window, look and listen for an approaching train; then
close the door before proceeding across the track.

(See Railroad Crossings in Chapter 1.)
.or

Miscellaneous Regulations

OAR 581-53-015
(5) The driver shall assist n conducting stadent,instruction

4"111 and evacuation drills as directed by the school
administration.

(6) A school bus drivershall:
(a) Never drive backwards on the school grounds

prior to looking behind the bus, sounding the
horn, and placing a responsible person to guard
the rear.

(b) Not teave the bus when pupils are in it until the
is shut off, the brakes set, a manual
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transmission put in gear and the key removed
from the 0.nition.

(C.) Not disengage the clutch orgears to allow the bus

to coast. ,.
(d) Stop to load or .unload pupils only at designated

places.
(e) See that all doors on the bus rare kept closed

while the bus is in motion:.
W Bring the bus to a complete stop before taking on

or letting off pupils. Whenever posiible the driver
shall stop at _a place where the road may _be
clearly seen for several hundred feet_ in either
direction. .

Not permit anyone . to hang on or hitch onto the
bus.
Not use a public-owned bus for any purpose
other than transporting pupils to and from
schools, except on special order of school

officials.
Not permit anyone else to operate. the bus or
controls; except with the permission of school
officials or the bus contractor;.
Not permit animals or potentially hazardous
materials in the bus. Guide dogs are accepted
1.t.lien accompanying a blind person.
Nut permit firearms or other weapons to be
carried in the bus.
Not operate the bus with a trailerattached
Not fill the fuel tank while pupils are in the bus

ur While the motor is running._
Not transport any person who is not a pupil,_ a

teacher, or an official of the school white
traveling the regular route, _urikss -authorized to
do so by a responsible school officktl: School
officials may authorizeother persons to ride in
the school buses on' special occasions having to do

with school affairs:
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(0) Make certain ,that all aisles and passageways are
kept clear.

(p) .Not permit signs of.arty kind to be attached to
the bus; except those specifically permitted
law or regulation.

. .( ) Report to school officials iinthe_diately 'when
buses . are -overloaded as described in OAR.
58l:53-002.

, (r) If any difficulty ,arises or _if disorder' Ppteraits in
the bus, stop the bus and dO not proceed .until
the __situation is remedied. Misconduct. pupils
shall be reported to the proper school official.-

(s) Maintain a neat and clean appearance and
'deportment acceptable within the community.0) Not use tobacco on the school bus when students
are on or near the bus and shall not permit
passengers to use.' obacco on the bus.

(u) War be under the influence of an alcoholic
beverage or affv..dangerous or narcotic drug while
on duty; shall not consume a* alcoholic beverale;
regardless of its _alcoholic content- or any danger-
ous or narcotic `'drug while on duty or within six
hourg beibre going on duty to operate a pupil
transporting

off(r) Not let pupils off the bus except at .their
designated stop without the autlioifizatior of
school officials.

(w) Allow time for pupils to he seated. before putting
the burs in motion-.

(_t) Compkte any training required by the Oregon
Department afEducation or local employer.

A-c-cident Reports

OAK 581-53-015
(vi Make written report of accidents involringthe

pupil trans- rting vehicle to the Oregon Eiepart-
47



ment r.)_f Edulattion. Reports shall be mailed
Within 72 iiours of the accident. Drivers shall use

forms provided _py, or approved by, the Oregon
Department of Education. An acciden t is ;defined

as an occurrence which results. in any. of the
following:
(A ) An injury requiring medical or deutal

treatment.
(B) Arty damage to property other ihan the

pupil transporting vehicle.
(C) Damage to the pupil transporting vehicle in

excess of tWenty five dollarx
(z) Make other reports as requires y the local

district; the Oregon_ Department of Education
and the Motor Vehicles

var

Use of Flashing Lights

OAR 581 = 53:015
( 7) Use of Flashier: Warning Lights:

(a) When pupils must cross the highway to board, or

4
after leaving the bus, the driver .shall _actuate the
amber flashing warning lights. 100 to 300 feet
before Me stop. The driver shall stop the bus in
the right-hand traffic lane. The red lights shall
remain flashing until all pupilshave safely crossed
the roadway.
When .pupils need not cross the roadway to
board, or after leaving the bus; therdriver shall:
(A) When possible; stop completely off the main

traveled portion of the roadway. The driver
not actuate the flashing warning lights.

(B) Where it is not possibleuto stop completely
off the main _tra_veled portion of the roadway
t driver shall actuate the amber flashit y

-warning lights -100. to 300 feet before the
stop. The driver:41zall stop the bus in the
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right-hand traffic lane. The red lights shall
remain flashing until pupils have safely
boarded or left the bus:

(See School Bus Stop Law in Chapter I.).

Driving Hours

-OAR 581=53=-015
(8) Driving Hour Limitations

(a) A driver ofa schobl bus must comply with onq of
thefollowing two bptions:
(A) No person shall _drive a _school bus or other

pupil transporting vehicle more _thim__ ten
total hours during any consecutive fifteen
hour ^period. At the end of ten hours of
driving, or, a fifteen hour period,' whichever
occurs first, .rile driyerOall:npt- again- dri
school bus or '13upit ii-ansporting v
until at least eight hours have elapsedi--:-

(g) The driver of a school bus or pupil tans-
-pbrting vehicle, after driving a regular morn-
ing route transporting pupils from home to
school, ,may again _operate' a bus or pt.4*..
transporting vehicle, but not more thiirt11,;
eight hours in a consecutive ten hour period
or until 12:00 midnigk, whichever occurs
first, provided the driver has at least four
hours free from actual operation of a bus
following- tfre end of the morning route. To
qualify under tha'proviiion the driver shall
have been free from bus driving duties for at
least-wight consecutive hours 'prior to the
regular morning route:

(b) A driver shall not drive more than three hours
continuously without taking at Feast a fifteen
minute break from driving-duties.
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1...mergenev extension of driving hours. In _the
event (4. an unfbreseen emergency, e.g., mechan-
ial breakdown, accident or adverse road condi-
tions, a driver may complete the trip withou_t
/wing in violation of the provisions of this rule if
such trip Could_ have reasonably been completed
as _originally scheduled without violation of this
rule.
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CHAPTER IV

Advisory Material

OTHER REGULATIONS

Minimum School Bus Standards

OAR 581-53 -510 through 581-53-530 are the minimum standards
established by the Department of Education for school bus
construction. These standards are _available in .a booklet titled

"Minimum Standards f or Oregon S-chool Buses."

Transportation Reimbursement

OAR 581-23-040 is the formula under which school districts are
reiMbursed for a portion of their transportation expenses. This
regulation is available upon request from the Department of

Education.

State Standards for Public Schools

OAR 581-.22-720 (1) describes the minimum standards for pupil
transportation which must be met for the local school district to be

considered "standard." This regulation is part of the publiCation
Elementary-Secondary Guidefor Oregon Schools, Part I; available
from the' Department of Education:

Driver Seat Belts

The Worker's Compensation _Board under the Oregon Safe

Employment_ Act has adopted numerous regulations _covering

employer safety. Chapter eight of the Oregon _Safety Code for

PlaceS of Employment requires a vehicle, which is operated by

employees, to be equipped with a driver's seat belt. Chapter seven

requires the employee to wear and -use any personal protective
equipment provided.



LIABILITY
"P.

Many inquiries have been made about the liability of the school
bus driver in event of an accident causing death or bogily injury. Areview of numerous court cases reveals that each7 case must
necessarily be decided on its own merits. Court decisions have
been made on the basis of whether the school bus driver had
i.iberved the utmost caution characteristic of a careful, prudent
person or whether the driver had exercised-extraordinary viligance
or had-been negligent

Drivers_ could be judged negligent if they do not reasonably protect
their riders from dangirous activities or conditions. Drivers should
always use extreme care, exercise good judgment and follow the
laws and rules governing student transportation.

a

ORS 30.800 is the "Good Samaritan" law. It protects the holder of
a -current first aid card from charges of negligence resulting from
rendering emergency medical assistance that does not violate the
standards of reasonable care under the circumstances.

DEFENSIVE bRIVING

A defensive driver is defined as one is careful to commit no
driving errors, who makes allowance for the lack of skill or
improper attitude on the part of the other driver, and who does not
allow hazards of weather and road conditions or the actions of
pedestrians and other drivers to involve him/her in an accident.

Drivers should be.cantinaally on the alert, recognize an accident-
producing situation far enough in advance to apply the necessary
preventive action and concede the right-of=way when necessary to
preve ident.
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It iesuggested that_ school bus drivers complete- a Defensive
Driving Course periodically.

Examples of Defensive Driving

At Intersections

Accidents at intersections can be prevented if drivers use common
courtesy and obey traffic regulations, Drivers must approach,
ewe'', and cross intersections slowily and cautiously, keep vehicles
under control, he alert to accident-producing situations and be
prepared to avoid violators.

Drivers must respect the right-oPWay of others and be ready and
4'

willing to _yield their own right-of-way when it_ will prevent an
accident. Expert drivers do not depend solely on lights, signals, or
other regulations to proteci 'them_ at -intersections, but are
prepaied to protecl, themselves 'and. accident-producing
situations.

An expert driver realizeS that ;1 vehicle making a turn at an
intersection very often _creates a temporary traffic illock. The
driVer is considerate of other _drivers making turns and-uses
extreme care in making turns. The driver can prevent such ac,ci-
dents by properly positioning the vehfcle ahead of the 'turn; but
only when this can be done safely-. A good driver never passes
another vehicle at an intersection.

Wizen 'Backing
F

Aii_y Vehicle being moved in reverse must yield the right -of -way:
Vehicles can bc backed safely if the driver.will take the necessary
precautions such as getting out to look at the situation behind the
vehicle; using the rearview mirrors, and having someone direct
the driver. A good driver backs slowly and_cautiously and ranches
traffic conditions behind the vehicle at all times. Backing should

he avoided when possible.



To Avoid Rear-end CollWons

. Rear-end collision accidents are preventable._ It is a _driver's duty_
to follow at a safe distance and have the veic1e under control. if
the vehicle a ead _makes an emergency stop-, the driver must be
prepared- to s ill before making contact with the vehicle ahead.
Goo fivers signal their intention and stop_ gradually. Most
re- -end collisions can he avoided by foresight in controlling
speed and alkowing sufficient_ followit4; distance. Traffic ahead of
the vehicle, in front of the bus, should he watcheed o that any
need to stop may he anticipated.

At Railroad Crossing
.

Trail's always have the right-of-way. If a driver is involved in an
accident with a train, the accident is considered preventable-. (See
Railroad Crossings Chapters I and III.) Expert drivers depend on
their eyes and ears and not Only on automatic signaling devices.
fhey do not -rush past the end of a passing train until they are
hire there is not another train coming on another track:

To Avoid Stationary-Objecis

Accidents such as scraping or striking curbs-, niair boxes, fence
posts, buildings, signs, trees. bridges, parked vehicles, and various
other obstructions are generally_ of minor severity, but serious
because of their frequency. `ucli accidents must be considered
preventable.

The more severe accidents; resulting in overturning, running o-4

the roadway, and colliding with stationary objects; sometimes are
caused by staking emergency action tq avoid another accident.
llowever; the circumstances usually reveal that the driver was not
driving defensively prior to the accident: A defensive driver would
not he placed in a situation. where emergency _action became
necessary. Expert drivers don't _depend on their skill to get them
out of tight spots; They depend on their judgment to avoid emer-
gency situations.
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Accidents resulting _front inissing,t,..weaving, squeeze plays,- shut-

outs, or qen ring. line'-:of moving traffic, have notplace on the
record -of school bus .drivers;_ Such accidents are caused .by
trespassing. on the ,rights- of _others to move in-_ a straight Line

without interference. ,Weuvi0, either'from lane to- lane-or within
one lane, is 'discourteous and can he disastrouS`. Expert drivers
stay on the right side ok thp. road except when passing.

The _first_ regpirennernt for passing is sufficient clearance, which is
regulated by Oncomiiig traffic and following traffic._ An_,expert
driver signals the iintentIon to pass before passing and waits until
the driver allba-f. is aware of thig intention. The driver makes
surf that_ hci ',driver at the rear is 'about to pass; and is ready to

----"di-op back if a passing vehicle cuts in front of the bus too §oon.
42,

To Prevent Mechanic4Failitire
I

It is the driVer'S resppnsibility to know the.mechanical condition;
of the bus-. This cane be .done by freqUent'and.thorough inspec-
tions: The _drives rnpst operate the bus within its mechanical
ability at all Any accident blamed_ on me_c_hanilfailure
-which by reasbnable and prudent attention could be foreseen
but was not reported for repairshould be. -considered
preventable._ Any accident blamed on mechanical 'failure as .a
resulvf a driver operating the vehicle in exces/of its_mechanical
Libility; or any accident bland on mechanical failure that
resulted froM a driver's rough or abusive handling; should be
considered preventable.

During Adv Weather Coirklitidns

Rain, snow, fog or icy pavement seldom cause an accident.
These conditions add more hazards to driving and make the
normal hazards_ worse. Accidents are caused by drivers who do
not adjust their driving to meet these conditions. Accidents
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blamed on skidding or bad weather conditions are clan d
preventable. Expert drivers can drive safely on extremely slippery
surfaces b9 reducing speed, insktaing chains; and using sand 'when

A ..necesslry. ,. .... .
A , .

.

CO ,.... '..,' rE ''_
. k

4.To Proditectredestrifms .

Preventing pedestrian accident's requires the courtesy of allowing
pedestrians -to complete their. dossing without interierenc'e. Anexpert driver shotild refrain., from confusing _or startling a
pedestrian with loud horn blists or putting the vehicle in motion
berore the pedestrian has completed the crossing. Drivers Sti'duldbe prepared for iay-walkersi persons steppyis,, out from behind
parked vehOes, and childrep darting intd.the road or street.

$

When EmOtionally upset.

A person should not drive a school bus c_ n emotionally upset.If the driver.iPas a :quarrel with a patron, student; or a`memberof hiS/her tiwn family, sufficient time should: be taken to become
alY -befoYe driving the bus..._The driver who becomes emotion-:lily upset while enroute should park the bus at the first opportu-'-aigity that it c-an.., be parked safely and allow sufficipt time toregain composure: An _expert driver should try to keep an even

temper and .6e careful abdut what is said and howit is said.

,t11'

When on Rural Roads

Driving on rural roads. is dangerotm.anly if the driv.r does notadjust the speed to meet road conditions. The driver is faced with
such hazards aS' narrow roads; sharp turns, narrow bridges,_ rough
roads, and road &1st. Such hazards. can 1?e overcome by adjusting
speed an being alert for drivers who violate _both the law and
driving courtesy-. Be prepared to yield the right-of-way to such
driverS at all times.
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Reduce the speed of the bus bee_fore entering a turn or

Slow down, because the force of turningiwill' tend to

pull the_bus 'Sideways, resulting in loss of contrail.
Remember that the amount of side-slOpe, sharpness of

the cprve; road surf:ice, and other-: factors determine
the speed at which the -bus can be driven safely.

During Night Driving

DriVers can help prey- eat accidents if they realize how easy it is to

be deceived by wliat they set at flight and if they observe the

following cautions:
I Reduce sp at night. Don't "overdrive our lights."

The driyer ()Old always be able Jo std within the

dis ante triat can be seen;
Tu n on Aig its:. to most dangerous riving period is

Burin ft-te-:twIliiiitt-iour&.' - _

3: Lower beam fiir:approaching vehicle§. By blinding
oncoming 'drivers with high beams, a driver multiplies

the chances for an adcident. Be sure that all lights are
working and are properly adjusted. When meeting a

vehicle with bright lights, a river sh ru focus his/her
eyes on the tight shoulder
Watch for pedestrians Igl

Stop and rest_ when possi o long. rips.
Never_ wear sun glasseg at nikht
Keep bus windows arid winds an for good
vision.

Limitations on Orivini hours for Sato 4"drive s are
described in OAR 58 l =`,53-0 5 (8):

a LL 1
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iSafe Stop for Loading and Unloading on Highway

Use rear-view mirror

17tra
.

..41111b am gm ins me ow amp on me EN NEP

Turn on amber flashel. lights

Oammeil-- #mer - ---

59

Brake gradually

Do not coast,

MO SEM OM 01111=1 OW NO OM OW WI MI

Depress clutth

IIMIN me 11111= MN OM MI 1NNO OM OM RIO OM MI
, Stop
Put transmission in neutral

Use footbrake

Turn on red flashing lights
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OPERATING TECHNIQUES

Safe Stop for Loading and Unloadihij

4

Follow_ these rules for smooth stopping, loading, and uriloading
on the highway:

1. Use rearview mirror 4

Turn on 1lashingiinber_lights
3. Brake grziduallydo not coat
4 Depress clutch '
5. At stop use foot brake, put transmission -in neutral
(. Turn on red dashers with duq,-.Legard _to approaching

traffiC
7. . Be sure traffic is stopped before opening the door at

unloving points.

Unloading on the\Route

When stopping the bus on the highway; the driver; after
ascertaining that the way is clear, may signal students across
the road in front Of the biiS. The driver should not proceed
until students ate seen to be out of danger.
(See School Bus Stop Law; Chapter 1)



The- river sholuld instruct students to stop at Point X, which'
should be at least 10 feet in front of the bus (shown in f-Ahe

--previous illustration); and -look before crossing further into the-'kC.
clanger ,zone.

Delayed Braking and Su d Stops

A skillful bus driver _applies brakes in such a way to make
-smooth, gentle st(T.dWhen following another vehicle the driver
`ci:introls the speed; leaves plenty of space betWeen the bus and
the vehicle ahead, and is prepared 'for a smooth stop at all times.

A goo' school bus driver knows each stop for loading and
unloading. The driver slows down well in advance of schedtiled
stops and slowly applies brakes. Smooth stepping is a sign of
skillful driving.

S :_k - '
The -driver who slams on the brakes -at the % V

ssible moment
lacks skill. This may cause the passengers to fer broken bones,.

cad initries, brOken teeth, bruises; and Other ,injuries. The
su den-stop driv r invites the following types of accidents:,

I. "A fr t-end collision with a vehicle ahead (probably
stopped), because of misjudging the stopping distance
required.

....--) A passenger accident, resulting__ in _students _beink
thrown out of their "seats when the driver misjudges
stopping distance required and suddenly applies
brakes: .

-
3 . rear-end 'collision. This accident may be avOided if

the 'driver wataies,the_re-arviev mirror for foil wing
traffic and antiaipates the.need for an emergent stop-.

The brake performance for school buses. is given in the following
table:
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Brake Performance for School Buses

'1

(1)
,

i

_Speod vv.4kr
Nl i le .4 P r iii;itit

I /- t ,

(2)
.

Speed ii)
1, Feel, Per
',' S eci)nd

(3)
-`,1 Second
Average

Rei,k.-tion
Distanrce

(4) .

_Braking
Distance
in Feet

(5)
-.

:::cotal
_ Stopping'
Distaii(± in Feet

20 29.3 22 22 44

30 44 3 491/4 82%

40 58.6 44 88 132

55 80-.5 1 60.5 170 230

Column (3) shows the distaine a bl'iN will travel while a driver takes his
foot off -the ;Accelerator_ pi.!thil and_ nuts on the brakes. This is an average
distance based on three-fourths of a second reaction time

.With brakes operating up to minimum standards the driver slioikid be
able to '1t01' an empty_ bus. after brakes are_4pplied, within th distances
shown in column (4). No.tie i. that this distance increases four times when
the speed is doubled.

Column (5) is Ow sum of columns (3) and (4).

The above figures are for panic strips with an unloaded bus under

ideal conditions, The braking distance will be increased 14
loading, -.Wet or slippery roads, downhill grades, and poorly
maintained equipment.



It Following Another Bus or Vehicle

When killowing another bus or vehicle, a school bus driver
should:

I . Keep an interval of_at least four seconds between the
bus -arid the vehide ahead.

When leaving the school grounds, or other parking
places, _allow enough distance between vehicles tegtop
safely if the vehicle ahead stops suddenly:

Keep a close watch for.the stop" or "turn" sighals of all
vehicles in front.

U.
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Nbking a Left TWA

In making left turns; Pie school bus driver _shthild:
1. Slow down and give directional signal at le'ast 100 feet

in advance.
Pull gradually to left center lane, with directional
signal light showing.

3. Check_mirrors to be sure no car is attempting to pass
from behind. Look to the front_ to see if, another
vehicle is approaching.

IA

sue-

Making ;Left Turn r
I

Turn slowly left when the _way is clear with turn signal
showinU,_ and enter the other roadway as close to the
right of -the center as possible.
Rein ember that a turn _signal does not give the 'driver

-- the right to turn-, it in.dicates the wish to turn and is
asking permission to turn.

6. Be sure turn signal ris cancelled after completing urn.

Making a Right Turn

In making right.turns, the school bus driver should:
Approach the turn in the right-hand lane.
Slow down and give directionaLturn signal at least 100

r

feet in advancek,' ,

Keep ciow to_ the right and turn. sharply with
showing. Don't 'swing to the' left: Watch for vehicles
passing on the ri it;
Turn wide after entering. the side road, if the tutti



difficult or-sharp, and grp ually drive into die right=
hand lane.

Mak ing a Right Ttirn

ME IrM mdr11.W01--- ,ung.111

1.-e.

Stily, if neCessary, before entering a road or street on a
wide-right burn. Remember, the bus will be out of itA
proper lane:

o. Be sure 'turn signal is cancelled afteCto rnpleting turn3.
.

Turning th& Bus Around

The approved method of _turning a bus is to back into the
secondary road of laiie so -that clear vision is possible as the bus
pulls out head-first into the main hivhway.

Approved Method of Turning the Bus Around Using a
Right-Hand Secondary Lane

4 at )81-14t.4k
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HANDLING OF
ACCIDENTS

Regardless of how small or how serious an accident may be,_ the
driver should he familiar with proper accident procedure. Keep
calm. size up the situation, and decide wh'ht is to be done first.

Zr

Drivers should study and have in tile_ bus "Emergency Procedures
for School Bus Drivers." a booklet published bS,' the Department -of
Education. The back cover provicUn a place to write down the
important information about an accident that the driver will later
need to till out an accident report form.

3:

4.

6.

No matter how_ insignificant theaccidet appears to
be always stop immediately and4urn off the ignition.
Then set: -parking brile and put bus-in gear.
If gasoline has been spilled, make sure there is no
smoking by anyone present-. Move students to a safe
thstance away from accident arc! traffic.
Determine if ere are any injured persons. Ask each
tiidetit about ssible _injuries.

Examine ured, giving attention first to the most
seridus. Do not move injured persons unless abso-
lutely, necessary:
Make all students as safe and comfortable as possible.
If necessary, send a dependable person to _notify the
school authorities, giving id ormation as to location of
the_accident, the narpe ofThe driver; the bus numb-ei,
and the school from which the bus operates.
If necessary, send a responsible person to telephone for
a doctor, ambulance or police and give the location of
accident or injured person, nature and extAt of inju-
ries.
Take necessary steps to prevent further accidents at.the
scene of the trouble.
(a) Place reflectors at least 100 feet, but not more
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(b)

than 300 feet, to front-and rear of the bus, a d
third akongside the bus when ,a prolongedt top
has to be made.
Ii. in the driver's judgment, the bus is endangered
by fire or _dangerously exposed to traffic, the
passengers should .be evacuated.

(c) If possible, remove wreckage from highway.
Collect _information necessary to fill out the accident
report form.

(a) Get the name(s) and address(es) of the owner(s)
of the other vthicle(s) or damaged property, and
witness(es) to the accident:

( Be courteous to the other driver and keep calm.
(c) Do not place the blame for the accident or make

an zidmission of liability. The report will reveal
----/;the (acts of the accident and the cause:

(d
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Tiii: driver should report immediately
school administrator any accident in whic
bus _and/or any .of the Students tiding in i

involved.,

Fill out ali accident report forms. Be sure the
.

iteports: are complete and give a clear description
of exactly what happened. klote and record, the,
positions of the vehicles, the road condition, _the
weather: condition, the amo'un of damage-, and all
other facts pertaining to the accident.

The driver_shall submit a -state accident reVort
(Obtained from city -ork state police, sheRYr, or
Motor Vehicles Division) to police .authorities
Within 72 hours on tlie_standard form if required
by jaw when involved in' an accidenton a public
highway._

(g). A School-litils Accident _Report. form shall be,.,
submitteil within 7/ hour-i\lafter the accident to
the Oregon De_partment_ 6f Education, Pupil
Transportation Services, Salem, regon 97310_
This report must be filed regardles of fault, or the.



location of the accident. SOool Bus Accident
Report forms may be obtained 'from the Oregon
Department of Education. See accident reporting
requirements in OAR '5 1 53-015(Y):

(h) Forms required by th insurance company
should be completed as on as possible after an
accident.

FIRST AID

If a _seribus injury or death results frprri a bus
accident or a student crossing the highway be=

fore boarding or after lea1ring a bus, the Coordi-
nator, Pupil Transportation Services, Oregon
Department of Education, Salem; Oregon; should
be notified immediately by telephoRe. .

.

In spite of all prelutions, accidents will happen.;-The driver
should be trained _so that _when_ an accident occurs; he/she plows
what to do. This knowle'dge will give confidence in the ability to
meet the einergency, and therefore create a fearing of confidence

in the students:

All S-clus.Cs are equipped with first, aid kits and drivers
must have a valid first aid -(.1.4( Knowing- what not to do 1k as-:

important__Iis. knowing what to do; -Competent:Advice in estab-
lishing -a first aid. program May be o§uined-ribm any -Of the

following: . .
.-e.

1 . American Red Cross
,...- ; ..- .

, (--_ ---e " r

..... s-t- ..
. ..

1 Local health officer_ -4:-. -. - -1-,
_

3: Local medical association rf' .' -;:;:. . e 4.
4

.
-

4. Local rescue squads l'J -t,:-.)--,
The

_.---.
...

It is very important for the bus driver t e_calm. The driver -H.: 7;._
11.

e

to give instructions; and his/her own -,cfcrtions shown set thell:74,:i'l-_,"
41-4

kit tern for calm behavior on The :part of the-Students.

*Privers with permits are allowed up to 120 days to obtain a first aid card._
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The principle topics usually considered in a study of first aid are:
j.

Shock-- Recognition and treatment
Bleeding
a: Location of pressure points

Use of bandage; compress and tourniquet
BurnsTypes and treatment
Epilepsy and seizureSteps to prevent patient from'in-
juring self
Treatment for fainting
Treatment of head injuries
Treatment of eye injuries 5

Broken bones

Moving the injured or Sick

It is usually best to get heh3 before moving a seriou* injured or
sick person. Improper methods or transportation often make- the
injured_ worse, and haste is usually unnecessary and often.
harinful.

liowever, in a traffic accident an injured person oftentimes-lies in
a dange.rous loco ion; such as in a heavily traveled highway or in
a burning wreck totriviAle or bus.

-Adults' are -- usually nearby; and the bus driver should quickly
SW11,111011 h6l.p.

o
It vnay he injurious to Move a fracture victim unsplinted from a
wreyked car or a_ highway, but this.is sometimes necessary. The
bus driver, with the assistance of adults, should move the injured
carefully to th-enearest lace of safety, and splinti should be
applied as soon as possible.-

The driver may save a life by quickly securing help and by
warning oncomirlg traffic: At 016 same time the driver Must sea.
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that other passengers are not in the roadway -and_ no oue Is
crossing or .stainding;th the highway in a position to be struck by
an oncoming cat:'

TIPS ON STUDENT MANAGEMENT

1. Know and foUow state regulations and ais rict policy.
A child should_ not _be put off along for
breach of didOri6:---

... Do not .attempt to- handle a serious problem while the
bus is in motion: "7
Be sure students know and understand the rules.
Drivers should ktiow the principles of pOpiL.
p.sychology.
Never give an order you do not mean to enforce.

6. Give a child lime.:for reaction.
7. Fi5ve a reason for what you ask a child to do; and

when possible take time to give the reason.
Be fair. Do not show favoritism.
Be friendly. Show an interest in what they are doing. c,

1-0. Commend good qualities and actions.
1 1: Try to be constructive; not repressive, in all dealings

with children._
1/. Remember that a sense of humor is extremely

valuable:
13: Never strike a child. Use force only to prevent. injury

. or damage.
14. Do not take your personal fee4ngs and prejudices out

.9.1 i the children:
15.e_:Maintain poise at all times. Do not -lose your-temper:

Do not nag,, bluff, or be officious.
Know. what is important: Sometin es is wiser toz:

overlook some things.
17. Listen for suggestions and. complaints from the

children.
18. Never hold. a child up to public. ridicule.
19: Set 4Jood 'example yourself.
20. A clean bus usually has fewer discipline . ro lems;

.
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TIPS ON SAFETY INSTRUCTION FOR PUPILS

Safety instruction should She developed cooperatively with the
school administration and transportation personnel.

Bus riders should be provided with certain information, such as
the points !described: below. Explain tlw rules are for the
protection of everyone:

The 15 "Regulations governing _P ding School'
Buses," which are posted eacl Oteg school bus,
should he thoroughly explain
Pupils who must _cross_ the ro_adway_.b elm
after leaving the bus should be told of the
how to cross the road safely: Explain the
stop law_; nd th_e_ dangers of vehicles which
warning lights. _If pupils cross the _road_ afte
bus they should walk at least ten Feet beyor
bumper (dernonstre) so the driver can

1

hoarding or
tazards and
school bus
violate the
leavtne the
d the front
see them

clearly even if they stoop to pick_up a drop d article:
After they start across they should also st andlook
when the roadway can he-seen in both-Airections to be
certain that all traffic has stopped. When it is safe; they
should cr-oss
TO THE DRIVER: If possible stop the bus at least ten
feet :short_ of where the pupils normally cross: The

slumber of pupils should_ alSo be counted astthey_leavei
the bus and after they have crossed the_ road._ khow

they are! A tap of the Horn rtiv also he Iielpftfl
prior to_leaving the school or a bus stop.
Pupils should he told how to walk to the bus stop and
how and where to wait forthe bus:
Piscuss how and why handrails should be 6sed \Olen
boarding or leaving the bus.
Discuss- the,importance of heineseated
!tow to properly exit the bus:
Emphasize the_ darqers of loud
especially at railroad Crossings.

71'
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Pupils should also be aware of any lothl ruleS
If the above points 'Are discussed at a time ,other than
when emergency evacuation is practiced, the _location
and proper use of emergency exits should. be made.
clear to bus riders.

Always emphasize safety!

EMERG NCY DRILLS

Emergency evacuation drills are an imPortant part of providing
the students with the required instruction in safe bus riding
practices.

Drivers should conduct_ such drills only in the manner; and at the
place and time, directed by thd school administration.

Some tips on conducting emergency evacuation drills:
I . Select and train student helpers in advance. _These

students should have parental permission to act in this
capacity..
Front door drillS are the safest for participating
students.

3. =-Rear door drills require special safety precautions.
4: Emergency_ winsicws should be explained but, not used

for actual drills.

The following procedures may be useful in conducting emergency
drills.

For a front door drill:
1. St p the bus; set pailcing brake, _ put iNnual trans-

ission _in par, 'turn off the engine and remove the
key. Unfasten the seat belt:

2. Stand, open the door; face the children, and het their
attention.



Give the &)mi-nand. "Emergenc drill, stay seated,
leave all your.things in the bus; &mit vacuation."
'Tell one student leader to stand 'nuts- the-front door
to count the passengers and' Ssist _ as they leave

Jhe bus-. (Offer a hand; don'ft_ _ull any5ine.)
5. 'FA the other-student leader to take the children to..a

place _which you name. (It should be at least 100 ftet
from the buS1---
Explain to the pupils that you are going to direct them
through -the drill. They should exit in the same Order
without your _direction in a_ real emergency.
a: Step. just behind the first occupied seats, and turn

facing he front of the bus:',As yCar go past the
seats, motion or tell _the childrenVstand up:1Starting with the right-hand ssi*, tap the shoulder
of the student nearest the aisle to signal those
passengers to move out= Say; "Walk; don't nun,
use the handrail." . r

e: ilold your left arm out, to keep the children from
leaving the left-hand seat:

7. When the pupils from the right-hand seat have moved
forwarid far_ enough to clear the aisle, tap the shoulder
of the student nearest the aisle in the left-hand seat
and dismiss these children:
Continue this moving back pr6cedur until tl elrius is
empt.

o.
Chec to see that everyone is out
Go o_ the students and tell them what improvements
they should make of compliment them for_ a good job.

.Bring the children_ back to_t the log`ding station:; 14a those who
attend the 'school into the bus to_Tret their_belongings, hen
you have dismissed them, reload the bu-s and'continue yourxioute.

4
Rear Door:

I i

The ckildreir should understand that rear door evacudtion,Works

7.3
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the _same way as for the front door, You should have onestudent
leader directing the passengers and orie-standing outside to help
thom

=r-

Front and.Rw Doors

The f_qilowing chart _shows the pattern..for unloading through
hotli the front and the rear. doors Intwo-d-OOr evacuation you

'depend on your, student leaders, one stationed
outside each door. Teach them and the other children how to do

an orderly exit.
Front and Rear Door Evacuation

66 PASSENGER BUS*
(3 persons to a seat)

10 L'Et
........,. __,_. _....._ ,....._

f_ti.it_
.,____ _L....A_ ...._

66 passen qr bus
60 pas.lerrgqr bus ---
54 pasS.e0g0t: bus
48 pasisenger bus

11 rows of seats on each side
10 rows of seats on each side
9 rows of seats on each side
8 rows of meats on each -side

A

r

a
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Emergency Exits and Windows

Never at npt an ernergency,.. _ltion _drill- Demon-
strate low en and close It

You m
needs to. ase.

iergen9i exits; but ever9one

TRANSPORTIN6 THE HANDICAPPED

a

The driver must take it0 account a complicated combination offactors to handle handicapped children effectively.

Discipline on a bu must be a collective effort on the part-of thedriver; the studen , and the appropriate schQol personnel.
discipline_is the go l; but some students need tlie help and guidanceof an adult to a in it. The, bus driver is important as one of the
"`team" in _e ating and guiding students to *come responsibleor their bt, avior and to not ipferfere7vith the comfort and safety
of others traveling,to or from schOral;

Thi -topic is _coverednore fully in. Unit C of the Advfince
Sci out Bus Drivers Course.

GENERAL INFORMATiCiR THE
SCHOOL ADIVIIMSTRAT1ON,

The school administration should _

1. Cooperate with ESD superintendent, school

75



;,-

i. state agenc.i.es, and drirs inplarApHilo school transpor-f

tatiOe.9...

Tv

-1
rojperate ,wieh all agTIciesin promoting traffic

3.-c Keep -parents and studeritS. iri-dfor_rnedj Concetning the
time Sche.dules and their responsibilities in the trans-
portation Program,

4. Plan routes and designate bus stops that will provide.
;

ma)Utrcin-r safe*.ifor those served.
-5., Plan and organize an instructiorrat.pr6gram for pupils

regarding the various facets of school transportation_.s.
6. Mii.-far bus..evacuation drills in methods of escape and

lother emergency procedures and see that these drills are
carried out. '(See OAR 58 1-53-002) P.

7. Secure_ fir_O:hani information regarding operation by

C)

ing bus'routos per4.1dically.
and advise the _drivets in

dont behavior.
Provide for supervision of stu
unloading on sc
Assign a responsi
driver on trips othe
from.school.-

maintaining proper

_I;premises. -
person (to a<sompany the bus
in transporting pupils to and

when loading or

11 Forward, t the Coordinato Pu I Transrortati.up
Setince regon Department /of of ucation, Salem;
Oregon 7310, a copy of all accident reports submit-
t6-1 to the school admisistrator within 72,11,444urs afte'r,
an accident occurs. (Fenn. '2,250) (See .OAR

l81-.53-015 Section (6)(y).)
,t-

12. Certify tt t all pupil transporting l'fiehielgs in
district are_i s ected and" repV.red according- to pro-
-ct.dures ,nroved by the Oregon -Department of
Education (§ee OAR 581-5.:008 Section (1):)

43. sie, that vehicles are maintained in safe operaq
condition. t.

-iM44. See' that a route and time_ schedule is available forr- every driver.
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See 'that drivers are prope4y.trained and licensed: (See
OAR 58I -53 -006.)

_ _

16. Be re.sponsible for all phases. of-school transportation
subject-: tiv rules and regulations of the local school
hoard, state' law, and regulations lawfully adopted by
thte. State Board of Education_

17. Be responsible for promptly notifying the Coordinator,
Pupil TransportatiOn Services,_ Oregon_ State Depart=
rent of Educatioh, Salem, Oregon 97310, of any
serious Miles of a bus driver that might disqualify the
driver fro!. "driving a school bus. (See OAR 581-
5-j-006.)

18. Sec that' adeqtrate insurance.proteetion is carried.
q. Develop and_ maintaitta current; board-approved trans-

portation policy (see.OAR 581-53-002).

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

The purpose of school bus transportation is to provide sale,
comfortable and economicsal transportation for those vudents
hying beyond walking distance. ._as established by local school
hoard policy. Parents should not expect buses to operate over
roads that are_ not properly maintained; on private lanes leading r
from the.. .residence to thellighl.yay, or on. roads where adequate
turn -a rounds are not provided.

Buses may: not transport any persons other than children enrolled
II-- school, teachers, and school officials. Any exceptions must be
Alhorized by 'a responsible,school

Students normally will he transported rrom the school to their
regularly: designated tot-Js, buj in case of emergency, the school
authorities may_ arrange. for the driver to pick up or drop the
studtints at another designated spot.
Parents should have students arthe bus,stops on time and provide
written authorization to school of whenever students are to
get off the bus at other than their home stop or school-.
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