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Readxlyfadpptabie to classrooms, youth service
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motivation activities in this book were set up for Raadxng A8

Fundamental pro;ects and field tested by the organization's
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volunteers. Foiiowxng an introduction to the characteristics of a ;

good motivational activity and some guzaeitnes for motxvat:ng

teenagers to read; the chapters group the activities in_the foiiowing

categories: (1) tﬁemes and events; (2) involving celebrities and the

community; (3) writing .and research;. (4) drama activities; (5)
contests and games; (6) crafts; :(7) book swaps; (8) easy gcgzvztxes,

and {9) activities for the home. Most chapters have a separate
sect:on of activities especially for teenagers.ﬁ(nTn)
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66 |n§ motivational activities re-
Ie se a kind of creative energy, '

sald one Reading |s Fundamental.

volunteeh *that:the whole school ¢an tap:
-.The geograﬁhy teacherand the math teacher\
_start teacHing, tréom a new angle. Suddenly

the youngsters&nscover that Iearmng can be
fun:” .
“Fun." said another, “causes kids fo do.
better in all their subjects. The name of the
game iS to motivate chlldren—penod v
“We. create aImost an a,thletlo exg[tg[nent for’
reading in our school,” said a teacher. "Ang
we allow every child to feel a part of that
excitement. Books. alone can't'do that. E Iy

people can do that.”

Slnce 19§6ﬁead|ng Is Fundamental (Rl )—a
reading motivation program thatoperateﬁ on

the. grass roots level through a network of

volunteers—has been exploring ways to mo-
tivate children to read. Some 117,000 cit-

izens—from Alaska to Puerto Ricg; from
—Guam to Maine—volunteer to engage young:
sters in year-round book-related. activities—

all fun; and all designed to show that
reading is both fun and fundamental

What Characterizes
Good Mohva’uonal (

’

v
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 These activities lead up to the “book dis-

tributions,” when the youngsters may browse

through a wide selection of books and
choose,; without adult_interference, a book of
their agn. Throughout the course of a

school year, a child will normally select no

~ fewer than three book's to keep

devise readmg motivation activities that are

Sheld before and after each book distribution:

The activities described herein comprise a
“cookbook” of the best of those reading _

motivation activities, all field tested by. volun-

teers: Though the “recipes’ included in this
B8ok were set up for Reading Is Fundamen-

tal projects they are readuly adaptable to

x

In coIIecting model actwmes for thIS book, .

we sent out a call to our field contact people
to teII us about actlwtles that‘had worked‘to

responses.
We also selected a small number of project

dlrectors who rpn some of the most o ,t

answer a second question: what are the

dlstungmshmg charactetistics of a great moti-
vational activity? Are there any commen
themes that run thr0ugh the actiwtues Ilsted
here?

L
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- reading project will involve the home, as

b +

Y .

These consultants told us tlﬁt there are.

Thou§h they represent pro]ects in all sec-
tions of the country, in big citigs; small
towns and rural areas, they agreed on five

characteristics of a suocessful motwqtlonal

_actlwty
. It should be Tun. One principal com-

_a_ B pihglill b euind iyl Y

‘ mented “Only those who havé seén gparkjes
_in childrens eyes and heard excitement in

their_ volces when they recewe their books -

strongly enough that.in a motwatlonal ac-
tivity. no one should eVer feel like a loser.
Always make sure to recognize the tontribu- :

tions of e\;ery "child. . v
. 3. it°should Involve the home. Parents are

their children's first and most influential ~ _
teachers. Any really successful leng-term
as the school, library or club where the
project operates . g
Elsewhere ih this booR a consultant tells &f
the Wumber of parents -who come out on a \

hot summer night to watch their children

receive:a photo opied certificate.for reading,_

- That's a signal of the impact reading moti-

vation programs can have on entire families.

- their leisure houts ol
Bl 3 It should Eﬁiiliﬁii. and ixéiti Eﬁiiar?ﬁ.

‘own Interests. By relating reﬁdtrq to every- .

_day experiences, maijvation programs can .
t learning is a Ilte-long

‘help: students see t
proces§ Readlng%an help them meet their

ne voluntger says; “Children are. hungry for,
stimulatlng |deas presented in challenging

,,,,,,,,

ment S e :

e N o

Spme Guxdehnes for

-

When p’lanr!ing motivatlon}l activities for _
teenagers: keep in rning the special needs of
adolescents Some guidelines:

1 A@!‘,@Onh ‘want to be accepted by
their peers. Tod reluctant readers into
motivational activities, predicate winning on

the level of class p rtlcupatlon Most @ adoles-

responslble andr ature, and avoid any that

that are attunéd to teenage interests: a
prizéd record. albym, a ticket to an important

vents, or an autographed

can explore career opportunmes while _

'stressing the importance of wude-rangmg

reading in the success of any career. (See

Chapter2) ' |! &

l. It ehould help youngston exliﬁre tﬁi‘lr

'4

it babyish: Select prizes_ -,

Py
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4, Enroll adolescents in piarining the logls-

tics of motivational activities. Adolescents

can often ‘play an important role in setting-

up reading motivational activities for their _

own classes as well as for youriger children.
(See Chapter2.) ’ , .
For your convenience, we have grouped s
activities suitable for teenagers at the end of

each chapter. Activities adaptable to both -
elementary students and teenagers are

marked with an asterisk in the expanded
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Reynolds, Ms: Beth Pettit, Ms. Irene Leonar-
" di; Ms. Peggy Foote, Ms. Ann Erickson, Ms.

Laurie Sherbtirne, Mrs. Pat Reese; Dr. David

C: Abbott, Sister Margaret Shea; Mr. Ray~
Willard, Ms. Penny Hiréchmari,.and Ms. Heidi
Hogan. ; 5 :
Thanks as well to the following individuals,

who served on a manuscript review panel:

Ms: Colleen Hammond; English teacher,

| Parkland Junior High Schdol, Rockville, -+ |-

Maryland; Ms. Robetta Mahoney, Principal,

~ Green Acres.Elementary School, Fairfax;

| Virginia; ‘Ms. Carolyn Shore; President, ___

Northern Virginia Reading Is Fundamental;

"| and Ms. Ernestine L. Miles, Reading Special-

ist; District of Columbia Public Schools.
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Our thanks to the hundreds of Reading Is '
Fundamental piojects that submitted ideas
for this book; with particular thanks to the
project directors wha served as consultants:
- Dr. Ann Freeman, MS,-,,BE%Z,N@@S,MS- Jan-
"| Leik, D& Junny D. Smith, Ms. Patricia =
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1n an age of electronic media, when chi!q(en Staging a speclal avent‘uf this kind is a gneat ’
. and parents are ali too often passivg viewers | way to build suppnrtjinj:’e’adingmmimyouz,f B
v ] of great events, there is much to be sqjd for community. . : .
an activity that fosters active participatipn— " |- . Balloon - I
7 and adds a touch of “showbiz." Many 1 Launch 28 TSI MR
; activities in this chapter involve the commu- | Launck = ' S
.nity in_the promotuon of reading. Tobe ‘ ‘ - s
. | successtul, they require time and planning; . ‘
ThoW®yh ariginally develop&d for use with N
: Reading Is Fundamental book distribufions; - o
these special boek events are easily adapt-
.able to library field trips, book fairs, and any. - , S -
other activity that mtroduces childrento - . . .
literature.
. ﬁeadlng Week or Month ™ -
Your mayor, governor, state or Iocal superm-
~tendenit of education may be willing to
designate a time for special book events to
celebrate reading. kn Mitchell; South Dakota; ‘ . , :
for instance,thie entire town got involved in ' S~
S Reading Month: . : :
In the Mitchell schools, teachers and stu:
_ dents brainstofmed to deveTop a caléndar of’
. reading . activities for each day of Reading
MQI‘J!I . Some Pf9$§i"!)9§1§§'55,??§f§,59"995,, :
“write a letter to your favorite author,™ Gthers L
were merely for fun: “read a dumb poeni ) :
Many called for cooperation: 'perform a _
cho;al reading,” or “read a bgok to a little
-5 | kid.” Teachers set aside time fpr the stu- .
dents tocomplete tﬁeu[ reading activities i
and helped them’ coordlnate the special - ’ :
s .| projects:  ~° o g .
] . Each year h und,@d&qtﬁﬂ‘ p,t@@tzt,sgtz@s ' ,
“But we wanted to invoive the entire town. . the coyntry launch helium-filled balloons . - M
not just school people,” says Mitchell RIF with attached notes listing each child’s. name T
coordinator Ray Willard. And they did. Dur- and favorite book, and requesting the finder / N
ing Baby Book Week, for example, every to write back about his favorite book. .
‘ Eske):yﬁg;? 'nrah:l‘lttf:glue r:‘ctecl)\:ve: ;)greteec:) ZOR The Statesville, North Carolina, schools de-
table tent ®iling paréﬁfé what they could'do | cided to_make their balloan launch ﬁjeally
to promote reading in their homes. (Willard | Special day and selected the theme "Reading
’- warns that you'd better print plenty of these, IQ'ESQYEU——H— High.” Before the distribution, a
| since interested parents kept taking them ocal hot-air baljoonist brought a beautiful
R | home) And on one aéy everydﬁé in Mitchell balloon to the school playground. All the
- was encouraged to stop what they were _ | students watched as the balloon was teth- ~
. doing and read for 15 minutes. The local . g@q“and [r]f!gt'e'd Then the school princi N
radio station cooperated by broadcasting a znﬁ RIF Man, Ra volunteer, e"";'?@d,t:, , N
story, read by the mayor, orpthe air. | balloon and took a short ride. £ ' .
balloon. returned to earth, “RIF
3 e ] A C stepped out carrying a sack of bobks that
. : . _had been secretly placed in the balloon
g . before the launch. o ,
N . »
- . ~ e ; v -
- - . Q 8 .
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| Have a book character parade’ throug'n the‘
'} center of town. Include the student body, .

Plrudo

1 «interested supporters and grganizations, The

" band, -pep squad, and chéerleaders can lead
the way. Students cdstumed as their favorite
booR gharacter can carry signs advertising

el el el

their favorite book and hand out leaflets
about a book event.to.be held.in the evening
for the community. Nter the parade, Serve.
refreshments and award prlzes fot the best

costumes:"‘ -

_Pep Rally: Book eheers and SOngs
“Hold:a gepirajjy and ipvite a local celebrity
to talk about the importance of reading.

Then have some reading cheers angd songs.
In one school, each.class was aSSIQned to

make up a readlng cheer, abobt their favorite
book; author; or abbut several books by one
author. Songs are also great for building ‘

enthusiasm. To be successful, the song
should be short and easily learned, and have

class to write a book song to share with- the
entire school g .

—
a4l

e ~ - .- -
L . e -

e
4

w1

~

-a well-known melody. .You can encourage the | .
- children rgt reading is the ticket to three

“rings of

tornglassroomFic

madeastorybook town; and the s sacond
grade made a three-foat-tall alphabet book

to donate to the kindergarten room: After all
displays were up, each cl#ssroom took a tour
of the bullding. Thé

custodians’ display:

cleaning bottles from the ceiling and then

fhey had hung various

| put up a sign reading "Custodians Must
. Read, Too." Following the tours, the whole .

1 schooksttended a RIF book dlstrlbuﬁon :

.« o .
‘ X I3

dlng lc a CIrcui

’ - L B e R S , ‘ 54
‘Several Reading Is Fundamental projects '~

have used a circus theme to demonstrate to

in one school, older children

-} ‘had studfed the detai in-¢ircus posters; then
' had chosen a famous tircus ¢haracfer and:

O ekl ‘\

’| “learned about his or her life. In another

: school, a costumed ringmaster visited each

classroom to give; ‘students a ticket.

Rooms were decoraéd wnth crepe _paper "
streamers to resemble a big tog Attende 92;

were dressed as clowns. The “three rin

- | - were roynd tables filled with books:Chifdéen
1 .also.had a chance to visit the “midway’'—an

area ot simple game booths at which every

child could win-a small prize: After chdosing

- their books;. young’stegs -curled up with a bag
of popcorn for a few*’mlnutes and read

Y

11 I

‘. . . '4: g e
RIS .

yungsters: favorite? The_ |
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‘tion “Days to Blastoff."”

.book dlsplays—-lots of picnic baskets la--

l [ . .
smt-on for Riidliig R

For a book event: teatqung space. aga books,
a "Space Invader” {(someone ¢ressed in a.
silver sauna suit and exotic headgear) can

announce that the books are coming, and

escort groups to the book:event. Post a large
photo of tHe space shuttle and the mscr|p-
On book event day,

- decorate the room with moon photographs

NASA photos of the earth;* and a cardboard
space capsule. Everyone can dress up as-an
imaginary spece ¢reature. T

Let's Have a Book-nic .~

' Everybody loves a picnic. "And for a nice

spring day, what could be more appealing

than a chance.to read a great book and
enjoy the weather? Rope off an area outside
with carnival flags and spread lots of

blankets: Volunteer readers can sit on the
blankets and read td small groups of stu-

| dents. Refreshments are popsicles. of - ;
' course. After hearing stories and singing

some.camp songs, students can move to the

S

belled "Adventure,” “Puzzles,” “Animals,. etc.

Be sure to have plcmc baskets brought to
people wnII mewtably forget Some projects
have combined this activity with a real

" picnic—on a field day or for a last- day

special treat.

- The National Air and Spa Museum has
black-and-white study prints of aircraft and -
spacecraft available for use in schools. As of
this writing, there is no charge for these prints.
Contact:

,Coordlﬁator/Currlculum and rnstructlon

‘Educational Services Dlvusmn

Room P-700 . .

National Air, and Space. Museum -
Washlngton D.C. 20560

Colcred pcsters of the space shuttie Columbis,

* the moon, and other _space-related photo-

graphs are available for sale: To obtain a . _
catalogue listing avallabie materlals and prlces
wrtte to - .

Natianal Air and Space Mus urn

. P.O. Box 2243

, Washington P.c. 20013

. Reading Is Triuur%‘ .

,,..A pirate arrives to ahnoungs that buried -

treasure is hidden nearby and dallvers maps

(to record how many books the children. read_

or how much time they spend reading at

home) Ongq project gave eagh youngster a

" gold nugget (gravel spray-painted gold) for -

each book read. On distribution day, stu-

dents can be given eye patches to wear and

" taken to dig for treasure. Books are dis-

played in treasure chests, and helpers dress
as pirates. One project made a large key for

each room (each one painted a dlfferent

the parts thrcughout the schoel. Students

were given clues about where to find the
keys. When each classrcom had a key to fit
togetHer,. they ‘were able to unlock a treasure
chest fllled with books

'Volcu triim Our Pnt—k Lbcil Hlitcry
Celsbration

To celebrate the centennial gf the settling of
their valley, the Trout Lake, Washington, RIF
program sponsored ar oral history project.
Community citizens were encouraged to
lend everyday items from a century ago—-
candleholders, tools, books, kitchien lmp{e-

ments—to the school for a display. Maps.and

puctures of early buildings in the valley were
also avallable ) -

Adults researched the h|,story of the vaIIeyﬁf

and learned several stones about the garliest

told the chlldren one or more of}hese true
stories. Then the younger (K-4) children

selected their favorite stories and .illustrated -
them. The older (grades 5—8) made a time
line of significant events in the valley\ the

younger children's pictures were used as
|llusfrat|ons .

‘On distribution  day, an assembly featured _

who shared their reminiscences with the:

children: Volunteers for the event dressed as

they might have 100 years agQ. . :
‘Coordmator Lauri Sherburhe. reports that.

youngsters were fascinated to learn about

their grandparents’ everyday lives as chil-
dren. Moreover, the entire community gaing
a real appreciation for the struggles of tRe
early settlers—and a chance to reflec
how much vt owed thermm; = °

¢
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_ celebrete Your Stite

_Kansas Secretary of State furnished a frég
- souvenir booklet about Kansas for each.-» :

--mcknaﬁe and. js ari

" children may not
.and customs of tho I

" RIF project were asked todind out from

‘| One school in Kansas cornbined a book

event with Kansas Day. To set the mood.;

students were invited to come to- school in

costumes representing Kansas, and the

rooms were filled with sunflowers; the state
flower: and other Kdnsas symbols made by
the students. The nearby Indian Center , -

600 chijdren spellbound for 30 minutes,

: _Museum sent an Indian storyteller who k_?pt

student. A speciat day celebrating your state
would provide a wonderful oppqrtuty
teach children the state ‘song, the

"Where Are Y
We are a nation of.

parents the countries of their: ancastors. ¢
a huge world map made by-the- fifth- dand
sixth-graders, the studerits then placed a:

colored. dot (a-different color for each grade)

-on thejr countty of ancestry. Surrounding

the map. were baktag posters for each
country;.shudents listéd their name.under

\'@Prrgﬁ Both young-

sters ahd parents were fascmate’d to see who b

prasentad % Qakland City Councilman Fi o
taken to Oakland's Sister City School in Fukuoka, Japan.

-

-| “other countries. " -
1 Eﬁi{lée told RIF éaaiaiaitai Pit Reynoids o

colored paper dolls,tthm were strung

together and mounted in-the lunchroom’ with

a poster. that read “Children of the Worid. .
Smile in*the Same Language.” Third- and

tional flags for every natlon these were also .-

- mounted in the lunchroom.

Seventh- and’ elghth-greders made travel

‘posters inviting children to-visit “their” . -
- country. Librarians noticed en lncreesed

demand:for reference books

* that they spent more time than they ever had

digging into.their family's history, research-

| . Ing.anid trying special dishes from their .

ymeland; and evan making costumes relat-
¥ to:their. natlve dress. - :

thigicase, & RIF book distribution, featur:

B ljjg; ; ‘about other countries and books '

lands; concluded the day. The

R

reppe nt ‘over 30 countries, lncludlng Jepen.

_Vletnem. the Soylet Union. and Africa:

Schools Hm Roots

Schoois are much more than rows of desks
and cinder-block haltways. Schools have -

roots. And for childrén who think the school

has always been there, or who think the
principal sleeps in the school at night

. ‘because he or she owns the place, research-

ing the schools history could be an enlight- '
meqt ) '

“Interview former.teachers and alumni: Is this
-the original building? When was the school

|' .opened? How has a typical school day -, .. .-
1  changed?"Aré there: pictures or other wrltten
. records that the children could see?

) 'Have chlldren ask thelr parents and grand-
|- parents the same kinds of questions about -

.| their own schooldays. Are there any school-’
- books or other memorabilia.in the attic?

For a book event day, invite everyone to

iidress as they would have on some.school

day in the past. The principal can ring.an oid |

S A

school bell to start the day. Conduct classes | - a2

urider turn-of the century rulee stralght
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lines; boys and glrls on oppostte sides of the
room, no Talking, spelling bees {keep a

- sense of humor about all this and the

children will’have a great time). Youngsters
might even volunteer to wear a dunce cap.”

T B &

Invite a famous alumnus tq
have a sing-along of favorlté oid songs. (if
you can stand the mess, an .ice cream $ocial ~

would be a great conclusion to the day.)

Feature fairy tales about knights in shining .

armor. Have the students enter the Toom
through a castl _moat (made from-an

appliance box) ééorite with coats of arms

Readlng Roundup o
Children. will enjoy a taste of the Old West

when western attire is the required apparel
on book event day. At one school the books

-were delivered by a convoy of covered.

wagons. At another, an old prospector join d
the distribution; equipped with a pickaxé :
and leading a mule with books strapped to
|ts back

. \

served outside. Younger children can have a
stuck horse relay Celebnty guests could

dressed in traditional westem ciothes; or a
local square dancing group. Children can be
yands'

brought to the book event by “ranch

who “rope a class’ (by bringing a'long rope
that each child is asked to_hoid). Bales of
hay can add atmoSpher& A western band

_can provnde music.

e assembly Or

-

- school bus, an .
look out over & oisplay .

Want:to Go;

1 and their hook and ladder ttretruck

hoisted a “Reach New Heights in Reading” banner 100
feet in the air to proclai distribotion_day in York:
Pennsylvame, at the Hanriah Penn Middle School.

Books Are ,ua. Wheals
The Stateswilie, North Carolina, RIF proiect

2

used i a

"J‘hey'll Take You Anywhere You
a8 a motivational theme for a

“modes of transportation announced the day.

One poster included hundreds of magazine _

| photographs of wheels arranged to spell out

the book distribution siogan:

On distribution day, an 18-whagl truck; a

large van; two motorcycles; &new _ .
Oldsmobile, and a 1931 wooden school bus

were parked in the school lot. The children

inspected all the vehicles at close range and

nator Betty Nichols, books lbout “wheels’.
were the most popular at this distribution.

ville; North Carolina,
explore.a 1931 wooden
then

of vehicles from the
nmh cab of a truck,

nsportation theme “Books Are Like -

- |



Follow the Ilow BrlcR R ad

: have hung long strips of yellow paper to
- o : represent the yellow brick road; and then ¥
i taped cit-outs of the children’s footprints
{each with the name of the child and a
favorite book) to the yellow brick road—as

- though the children were going to a RIF
jp book dlstqbun&n

— - In,the RIF d|strlbut|on site, a cardboard

Wizard of Oz—made by parents or children—
: . concealed a tape recording of the Wizard's
77777777777777777777777777777 voice telling about the RIF distribution. The:
All Aboard the Headlng Rallroad distribution room was decorated with rain- ]

Announce the coming book event by playnng bows and Iiii: ?iﬁuies of Dorothy, the _

8 tape or 8 record of a train. Set up a ticket Scarecrow; t in Woodman, and the Cowi

booth outside the area. Books can be

displayed on tables labelled for example, - ardly Lion.

“"Hobby Town" or "Mystery City.” and stu- * Around the World 1@,59,8,99@ R
dents can have their ticket stamped as they Even though’'youngsters can't just take off
Jeach their destination"” (select their book). like Phileas Fogg; they can learn about the
Those' helping with the book event can wear rest of the world through reading. Decorate
englneer caps and red bandannas, the room with a large map of the world and

7 Qnﬁeﬁprcyectfcﬁaﬁrned the train theme a stepf ‘travel posters picturing exotic locales. Dis-
- farther and based their railroad distribution | P!3) Books about other countries, and con-
s nect them with a string to the country on the

on the StO(y 'The Little Engine That Could."” mab Hé'ﬁél:g can dress in thelnative cos-

i) W

i m an
The coordinator visited each classroom ar d tumes of various nations and indernational

read the children the story, changing the text foods can be served. As a follow-up activity,

to read that the "little train was delivering | =5 -—=' = 0 2R Lo S s S T
books to the good boys and girls at Wes% students can plan an imaginary around-the-
School.” On book event day, books were world trip by selecting books to read about
delivered by a real littie engine—wheeled . each event on the. map. As they read a book
, about a country, they can attach a small flag

carts covered by plywood cutouts of raulroad with theiL name og it to the map.

children sang such railread songs as "I've _ A-Thons : .
Been Workin' on the Railroad"” and "Casey *”| In April. before the Boston Marathon try a
Jones."” _ -running theme such as "Reading Jogs the _
. Mind:" One school set up a marathon course
Sail into Reading e e e
. e (26 rmles) and allowed students to move one.
e o e iaran | il for aach booktney raad. Ancther school
. | enterthe area by walking up a gangplank. h?;id,?i -299'% eyentiifeetg[lrjrgﬁtrhtegniqu:e-r
,,,,, school. track coach; who pointed to the
Decorate with fishnets and other boating similarities between running and reading:

equipment. Types of Books can be identified | |\ o e hoeq sturdy shoes, readers need

by Iarge tagboard sails above each table. . 6668 Boakg both idnnefs and readers ¢ Q,an

. A rowboat in a corner could provide an set goals to achieve or can enjoy the activity
inviting place to read. Helpérs can dress in just for fun; both runners and readers are

sailor costumes~and children can decorate a

boat with the name of their book.

12 | | o '-5 | | 15
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doing something just for themselves. Volun-
~ teers-can wear jogging suits to the book

event and the room can be decorated with

pictures from sports-magazines. Snacks can
include or

ges a runners favonte After the

“Rockung for RIF" was the jheﬁme pjfafRead-
A-Thon at one Ohio elementary school. Over
a period of a week, four rocking chairs were
otcupied by some 300 readers, grades 1 to.

a RIF dlstrlbutlon

5. The rocking and reading was follt\:wed by .

day—from 8:30 a.m. to 3: 30 p.m. "

brought plllows" said the librarian, “some

brought cushions; some brought sleeping
bags and some just brought themselves and
their stack of books.” Places to read ranged

from desks to the carpeted fioor of the
library. Students reading the longest in each
grade were given recognition.

BEAR Day (Be Exclted About Reading)

One Pennsylvania RIF project used activities
about Ilterarx bears to set the scene jor theur

Corduroy, Paddlngton Bobby Bear, Wirjnie

the Pooh, and Frances (really a badger). The

first-grade children made teddy-bear

cookies. Older children took a quiz about
: .

v , ] o
bears using.the card catafogue and other .
sources in the library. On the day of the

book event,rstudents followed bear tracks to
the djstnbutron site, which was decorated
wrth Iargoteddy bears and_ a-dnsplay of

-equipment: Younger children brought teddy

bears _to_the classroom with the title of a .
favorite book or a favorite. storybook charac-

ter on them: Each student received a “Bit-O-

'Flobby Time
Before a book event, make displays feeturmg

hobbies appropriate to the age group, e.9.,
“Reading Helps Kids Cook” and one or two
cookbooks. On-the day of the book event,

invite several people from the community td )

bring displays of their. h‘obbues Youngsters
can be invited to display their hobbnes. too.
Allow time for everyone to circulate among

the displays. Parent helpers can be dressed
appropriately for their hobby—in sports
clothes, or with an apron-and a chef'’s hat.
And be sure to include someone whose

hobby is reading! ~

e

I-Ialloween

awaited hollday Schools capitalize on that
excntement—m self defense perhaps——by

Before their RIF bog&qistfr!t;gtipfnf glj[gren :
were given large grocery bags and materials
for making masks. Prizes—books—were of-

fered for the best masks in each classroom.
The dlstrlblitlbn rbbﬁi itself was ’dé’c'o"rét'e'd

pumpkins and other Halioween decorations’ .

 The books were displayed in a large coffin,
built by the Husband of RIF coordinator

Penny Hirschman. Motherg

the distribution dressed &8 witches.

During the e,ntire event, appropriately eerie

music was played and aII the children wore
their madks. .
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Here are some other ideas frorii RIF Hal- i 'Féasts, Féatlvals, and Celebrations o

loween book distributions: | Have the young peop!® research and enact .
e |f your group is very artistic and very | the holiday traditions of other lands: Some
‘committed; you might try building an entire examples: _ - -
haunted house. You'll need to set aside a __ ®Chinese New Year L ' -
. large area for several days prior to the event | e Brazilian Carnival -~
. and garb volunteers as witches and /'- o » The national. tndependerii';e day of Mexico
. haobgoblins. = dr the national holidays of the Central
® Organize a costume garade anq sqggest merican countries. .. .
) that the children dress as book characters. oo lé N ’\Bo
s | v e T FIR D A s Mats on for Readin :
7 - ;%i?gsgg{ s;::zne;vz? cag:"asitzea: ggat;g%t:; D Itns book event 'theme could als ..called [
® Turn n the lights, bié? some spooky Reading Doesn’t Get to Be Old Hat.” Wear |
music, an réad ghost storlep of other &afy @nd display hats of all kinds. Give prizes (an
hat, the_best hat about a book character and |
. Try a‘pfumpﬁBinﬁgonfteﬁstf\ﬂtfhfagljf’e@nt,” so on. Be sure to bring some extra hats
twrstfhave 'youngsters decorate pumpkins . everyons will have onegto wear, Fhe da so : _
. (either real ones or paper cutouts) to look B,i[!, the book event have ”Lifl i igf— .
" A4 like their favorlte storybook character. : efore the book event have special visitors :
, and staft members wear_hats and announce .
Christmas . | the event.tFeature such-books as The Cat in
EQY gﬁpﬁe’cember ‘bOOR event have the - thajjaﬁtﬁand Jhe 500 Hats Of Baﬂho’omaw N
children: b Cubbins.  —, . - S

o Build a sleigh of cardboard and Ioad with
books—perhaps decorated with a ribbon so

they look like gresents. Two older children

dressed. as elw¥s can bring the sleigh to each

children before they choose their books:
e Construct a Iarge Christrnas tree bulletin

board. Have the chiidren write:
If I were glvung my favorlte book as a

because ~ i —
Decorate these stories and put théin on the.,

tree as ormaments or under the tree as
presents. . .

® Write poemsfand copy them onto paper

ornaments they have desugned and colored

| st valentine's Day -éd
a | @ Organize a book event ato the theme ™ [~
' Love Books,” and declare the day "I Love to

Read Day." Refreshments can be hegrt-

shaped cookles Decorat ns can be large

® Have youngsters write valentines to thelr

tavorite book characters: Or have them write |
a valentine their favorite book character
might send.

-

ndy Kalisek Courtedy
of the idahod,an

Photo by Ed Bmm i
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Mascot - R L N
Invent a book mascot. It might be a wizard,

who appears at distributioris in a black -
graduation gown with sparkly hat and niagic

"-wand; pulling a paper rabbit out-of a hat. Or

it could ‘be a bookworm, a handmade sock

puppet. The bookworm can change his attire

top hat and scarf for cold weather. Before -
each distribution;, children can change the -
Bookworm's: hat to one appropriate for the

season. Other common mascots include:
your school’s nickname; such as “The Ti- _
‘gers.” (Try making a reading tiger.) A “Read-
asaurus” (see "Make Tracks,” Chapter 5). -

{ runs during an allotted period.

it your book event takes place during the . .

World Series, why ot try a baseball theme?

Before the event, posters can encourage

youngsters to “Catch a Good Book"” (a large -

catcher's mitt holding several books). On the

day of the book\event, everyone can wear

some sort of sports uniform—evep young-
sters who aren't on teams have swegtshirts

and sneakers. (Bring some extra hats for.

those who forget.) Arrange hooks around the
" “infield;" with mysteries on first base, jokes

and riddles on second, and 8o on. And for

refreshments—well, what would a baseball
game be without peanuts and popcorn?

;:;- 7.

K TN
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-
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Students can decorate the room with pen—
nants about their RIF books. Afterwards; '
make a scorecard for participants so_stu- .
dents can record the books they read by

-placing a baseball—really a round sticker

each book they read. To turn the event into a

competition, count each book read as a base

‘hit,-and see which graup makes the most-

»

Reading through the Ages
To emphasize how important reading
been through the ages; make your :
event part of a living museum. Ask volun- -
teers to lend antiques and to denfonstrate .

'such traditional crafte’as candlemaking,

weaving, spinning; qufiting; tinsmithing; and
baskatmaking. A member of the local histor-
ical society could talk about how your -

Youngsters can visit each oraftsperson; then
go to-the book event. Assistants can dress.in
- costumes -appropriate to other eras.

Vote forBooks - ==
For a November book event, have youngsters
nominate their favorite books. (School class-
es could take'this opportunity to practice

public Speaking: “| nominate this book

because . - .") Lists can be compiled and
paigns for their favorite books. Finally, every-
one can vote. (Since different books appeal
to various age groups;,i}'s probably a good
idea to come up with a top 10 list rather

1 ‘posted; youngsters could even launch cam-_

than a single winner,) On book event day, 2=

everyone could wear red; white and blue;
and the room could be decorated with

bunting, flags, and campaign memorabilia:
Each student could make and vg'ra s
reading button. You might even invite some_

lotal elected officials to visit the distributipn
to talk about reading: For older groups; this
activity would be an excellént way to begin a
study of modern American campaign tech-

" nigues. . p

—

~]
{ with seams_ drawn in—after their ndme for_ _

community has changed through. the years.

'Y
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'Ronatss;nco 'Fair,

As a fo{lowup to a school- wndeprq;ect on
the Middle Ages; one school held a Renafs- .

+ sance Fair. Students and faculty dressed in. -

-period: costumes; Actwrties included plays,

wandering minstrels, and other forms.of
entertainment :popular during the period.

‘The feast even featured a roast suckllng pugi |

*Happy Days ’ '
Have a “Happy Bay book evant wuth,,,,
everyone dressed in_ the style of the 1950s. If
possible, the wegk before the ’dlStﬂbUthh

1. have parent volunteers set up a $950's

bulletin board with_ photographs news items;
and 1950's yearboodks of your school (or .

‘| other local schools if yours i$ a new one).

" Students wifl particularly enjoy the billetin

board if they‘can find pictures. of $reir
parents participating in athletics, band

chorus, and so on: The cafeteria can ‘carry

. out.the theme by offering a menu of the_ food

featured at the “Fonz's” favorite hang-out, «

“Arriblds.” A “Fonz” look-a-like contest can

follow the bookselectlon

e

'

'AnlmalsiPets o ' k
Inwte a vete marlan or a membdr of a Iocal

L

“|- Not your average canine: the large furry creature is a
‘timber wolf named Slick. John Harris: aothor of The

.| By providlng space, s

Eodargered Species, brought Shck tova RIF distribution in
Wmchester Vlrgmna - -

: animals with them i{ﬁossiijié Feature books’
“onh animals at your RIF dlstrlbution or other

Popetingfunsfl B godhyinny g st gy S S = o) R

(If the school or host facility.won’t permit .

animals on the premises; try a parade of

stuffed animals.) Give lots of awards so that

_levery youngsters pet car'‘win something—
" “pet with the Iongest ears curllest tait;
'Ioudest bark, etc. '

: .College Ll{e -

~

Try holding a bdok evont on the campus. of a

local university. The university's public refa-

tiong or admissions department will un-

~doubtedly bé delighted. to assist your group

kers about: the

pus | Iife In return, you could encourage:

. young people and their parents to spend

Iy
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- R *Celebrity Assembly
' *Celebrity Auction-
] Rock and Read
] Reading Convoy
Volunteer Readers -
Parents As Voluntear Readers . .
Bigfoot : . .
Dial a Story ' : .
Especially for Teenagers B 3 _
) . _ : : —t
Older Youngsters 3
Professional and Rﬁiéféﬁi Ki'riléies &
Career Represamamlés f .
- Foreign Student T
Performing Artists A
Visual Artist © ‘ )
-Media F!epresemahvo i , N /
Children’s Authors or lllustrators
Teleconferencirly . o %
Parachutist L
Band N
Paper Airplam Cohtést ,
: tAcuqus,a,d,ap!a,bl,q,, P
for studegts of all ages: ‘ \ .

Celebrity Readers

K
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One strategy fog gettlng youpgsters rnto
reading is.to invite a celebrity or someone

tfrom the coinmunuty to a Book event: These

visitors can testify on how important reading :

is to success on thg job, or they can Simply

read or tell stories. Either way, the impact on

the students i§ greater than parents or

. teachers can have. - A
~ The following are€ome ideas from Readlng

Is Fundamental pgRjects on involving com-

munities in the youngsters' readlng
Celebrity Rudors R

(4

Photo courtesy The Evening T/mcs

Big Red Dog, _ _

from one ot the stories in the seriés about Clifford’s
“hi-jinks. « 'y .

Ibe,VYes,t,Harlem New York
impress RCchildren

usgs celebrltleséj mp :
nportant For s 1

durl g a sumrner readlng program, s

Guests have mciuded such people as Ossne

Davis and Ruby Dee, baseball commissioner

Bowie Kuhn, jazz performer D|22|g Gllléspae

‘ the chlldren Popular teache’rs make good

guests. All guests are introduced as famous—

people, and the children are told about their
lives and their accomplishments. Whether or
not the celebrity guest.has been in the news

Iately says Beth Pettit; coordlnator “When ’
we hnlsh our rntroductlon that person is

children.”

Clty, RIF pro;ect .

- Guests read at least ane story to the chlldren

and then discuss it with them. They also talk
about their favorite books and the iripor-

tance of reading in their lives. Children are
always given the chance to ask questions;
and guests frequently stay to mingle infor-

~mally with the‘young people. v

The celebruty readers have an |mpact not

only-on the youngsters' interest in reading
but also_on what they choose to read: After
New York City:Council Chairman Carol _.
Bellamy tioned that Alice in Woh dérland

was her/favorite book, many child 3
chechked it out. Bowue Kuhn motuvated a

' ‘Celebrlty Assembly \

school invited community leaders

“buirjngaglack Hilory Month, one Pine Bluff,
- Arka )
. Yo participate in a special assembly honoring .

black citizens, The asserbly opened with an

actress portraytng a mother speaking to her

children. She told the chijdren of the new
worlds they could encounter by readn g

books, and how readin

they grew up. Next app ared black cofr munl- 1
tyleargrs a city alderman,; a state.refresen-
tative, & federal judge, a professionat’football

player, an insurance agent;-a police officer, a

firergan; a caterer. and.a disc jockey—who

. told the students that thay could be anything |

they wanted to be. The speakers also-.

own choice of careers.
The: chlldren—largely mm’cs’n't’y y’csuﬁg’sté'rsi

Reese: Afterwards there was an upsurge of
intergst in bodks about careers; and books -
that could help the youngsters “When they

" grew up:”

*Celebrity Aucthn .
A celebrity needn't appegr in person to

promote. readlng At BecKwith Schoo!;, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, the youngsters wrote to

celebrities asking them to donate something’

to an-auction. These items—ranging from an ‘i

NBC beach towel donated by Fred Silverman

to an adtographed Bob Newhart album to a
lunch with the superintendent ef schools—
became prizes in a celebrity auction.
Pupils received points for the number of
books they read outside the classroom: five -

points for reading a book Below their
reading level; 10 points for. readlnga book at

21
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for [eiaglpqiafpgolgfqnd then doing a project * | readers for 15 minutes, chatted. ith the .
{writing a.report; drawjng a picture; or | readers, then_chose_their book. Tables were
A makingan oral presentation). A record was decorated with small [%(I:!(I[ig chaurfsﬁrgfade
kept of the points so they could be used . from clothes pins holding a small book:
s later to: bid.for phzes : ' Ihj jbu,ngstﬁers loved being read to: The
. ngrfdjnfatqrqun 7I,§|}gfeports that not many retired volunteers loved reading. As a result '
stgdents chose the projects: They quickly = : | of the “Rock and Read” project. many _

-tigured out that it was more beneficial to retirees jlayg'gofntmued to vplunteer thelr

read two books for-20 pomts than to do:one tlme to the schoqll

pro;ect for 15 points, if you're interested in . ] —
encouraging projects, you might adjust-the
point totals accordingly.

- . urlng the five months of the pro]éct mos.L

-students were awarded_over 100 points. On

auction ‘day, a teacher served as auctioneer

" and the youngsters used their accumulated .

"+ | .points t@bid for the prizes. The highest bid

was for the chance to spend a day as -
. assistaht to the pnnClpaI' v

Because one of the youngstérs had wntten

to a local newspaper columnist asking him
to be & celebrity participant; the auction -
. recelved excellent Iocal news: coVé'régé
Rock and ﬁéia '
Old people and young people a;gpfjgn . _ )
drawn to each other: a 40-year age gap is -
sometimes easier to bridge than a 20-year S snnp&e l‘:ottor to Volunteers
gap. To find volunteers for your RIF program |-
contact the local chapler of the National 3;‘:{“2%%‘;“%%5%2’35 i? ff'i%dai“ﬁoun%a%‘ﬂfe
Association of Retired Persons; the National svent will be held ifi- _
Retired Teadhers Association; the Retired . ~| | Room from 9:00=11:00 A M. N .
: Senior Volunteer Program, the Older School '
Voluntekr Network of the National School ﬁf&?‘;’?&ﬁ;ﬁg%ﬁf ;‘2 :{‘;%%‘i’:’s‘;‘e‘;nw‘;u
Volunteer Program, or a local retirement - arrive together and be divided among our
home. Schedule regular times each month readers (ih rooking chairs; of course).

when retired citizens can read to and with
the children or have the children read to You will be reading with the following age

them. (If the older citizens can't get to the_ . ohildran: 7
i school, arrange for youngsjgrsﬁtﬁgfwfsﬂ)hem Your Biiééiiéﬁtéj iﬁéﬁi& total 18 minutes in_
at a retirement home: The children can length. Attached aré somie posms that can full
perform for the residents and the senior _ - in—or you can simply enjoy talking with the
citizens in turn can. read and teII Smnes (o .| studenta. After you have read to the students,
the youngsters ) 4 . they will be dismissed to choose & free -
The Wrightwood, California, RIF proct raa, | | e o o o en to st and | | "+
-ads in church bulletins |nvutmg o er cm‘} browse through their book—or share it with
to voiunteer for one morning of reading to youl

children. Volunteers were mailed a letter (see * We are otrermz you some books omy a8 '

below) suggesting appropriate reading for :,; resources. You may choose story or 4
the age greup E | |. selection you feel wmndﬁoyed by me \

On the day of the reading, many of the children. .
storytellers came dressed in bonnets or long sggqlg you have afny guestions, please feel
“granny"” dresses. Each was furnished with a ‘free to call ___ 5
| rocking chair. Children; sat.on area rugs or . - -  ~~—t
. ™ carpet squares. Students I@tened to the . — ' = e

Wl
\ ¥
\
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Reading.Convoy -~ | . -
- In one Pennsylvania RIF project, teachers
discovered that many students wanted to be

truck drivers, but belidved reading was
unimportant for that qareﬁ So with help
from parents, the pro cated nine driv-

-~

ers—eight men-who ove a tractor trailer, a
Peter-built, 3igaébage truck; a sewage dis-
posal truck, a hogge trailer, an electric
company truck, a telephone truck, and a
~dump truck; and one woman whose truck
sported a C.B. radro{ :

Drivers talkeg.about: Ihow important reading
was in their job& and then demonstrated .
their equlpment e playground: the
elettric compan y Wuck driver sent the

c,herryplcker sky-tt”h the dump truck driver

‘-

and the woman truck driver_¢ Other
truckers on her C.B. and use C B. lingo.

Youngsters wanted 4o fearn moYe about the -
C.B. slang, and the variety of truck models."
'Of course, books about trucks became
espec:ally popular. Afterwards; the school .
sent photos and the studgnts’ thank—you

letters to each trucker

: church work wuth thurd-graders once each
week. Groups of 15 children come to the RIF
‘reading room each half-hgdur to work with
- five voluhteers each volunteer works with
"-only three or four children._Everyone—

- children and vqunteers——ﬁféars a name tag.’

Sometlmes vqunteers read a book to the -
group of students. They make a special point

- Photo by Bick Rennard |
,

[N
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)| -turns reading aloud. RIF cqo

* no pressure t

nt readmg such tavorites as Amella Bédelia

- and Clifford the Big Red Dog. Volunteers °
encqqrfagﬁeﬁthech[lq?ﬁ to ask questions and .
-discuss the stories they have heard; Smce
the groups are small évery. child-

chance to share in the dlsé' ssion and to see .

‘the pictures in the book. .
Sometimes. the children: choose a story to

read: The,volunteer secured enough copies
for the entlre group, and tHe-: %\nldren take
inator Ann

Freeman emphdsizes that this is not another -

reading class (though'it would be a good . 4

way to teach ggmg occasuonallyi There is
“do it right,” reading 8ribrs

E

are ignored, and children frequently help
each other with difficult words. As a result;.
youngsters feel free to-dsk questions and -

make predrctlons about the Story, and read- '
ing becomes ‘a thoroughiy dellghtful ac- |
t|V|ty :

Paronts ai Volimteer Readirs

Week one-school invites parent volunteers to
‘come tq the schdvl clad as favorite book

characters and to read excerpls from these

books tQ snfalt groups of students: The

program has séverat penefits: students: are
‘exclted about their parents comhing to

school; parerits are excited abodt sharing’ &

* their love of reading and their favorite’ books .
with students; stuc ents, want to.read the

R

books that have beed read to them; and . . ‘

parents want to rettirn to the school to read
again. Such a program can foster a bette?

. . .
. / . -

L J



- Z; Older%uh jsters

R

Ll

Blgfogt

Blal-a-Story

about: ir

a specijal’

were added f

verybehevﬁ
a fur book k as a memento and a _
. foptpnm-shaped bookplate was glued mto

‘each baok. Larde foojprints led-to the’

i v

.

-

. the theme “Bigfoot" aftgr local newspapers .

. The RIF proiect ina lwihlgan 'school 'used

- reported sightings of the creature. Bigfoot;
his wife “Bertha,” and their baby, a'teddy.
bear in-a basket, visited each glassroom aﬁ’d

~ joined the students when they chose their

fooks: (B| overalls; sun-bonnet and apron

gorilla-costumes to create a

tad

Check with_ your local (elephon“e gpmpany

. ,x

{

couple:) Each child received

.

distribution room. Dozens of monster books:

movies; and’ fiinistnps were made avallable to .|
classroom teachers to devblap the theme.

L Lz
. .

Hing a pre-recorded story Ie for
nt, such as Reading Month”" -
" Change the story daily, and be sure to Iieep

s

. -

L “track of the nufhber ‘of calls: In one comm

nity, there were more calls to the fine than
;there were cmzens l.q«he c0mmun|ty _

forTeetlagetS

Teenagers a

school boo|

two-year age
parﬁs )

organize them as. well: While adult volup- -
teers handle superyisory anc
mattersasthe teeqagers can plan agd stage

-

oS L S

cellent resources—-ha} only 7 :
' as readers and s‘tory tellers;,buf as baCkup
vofunteers invblved in reading

.

administrative * {

school book events. (Cross-age pastne
like these work best if thére is a minimum ;
‘j?e'rence ‘between partici- N/

put in appearances : at boo events but to

'

projects. The-
scarcity of volunteers in areas where both -

) parents Work has prompted some ¢orrimur )

story hours,‘oraft demonstrations. tield trips
and other actwmes for young chuldr§n -

-High school youngsters can read or'stage o
activitie$ forselementary schools, and college -

studfegts can put-in gppearances at hi

h -
s‘hips

-

{

-

Pho‘obyJDScmnr ' "

washes; craft sales,’or other épecual eVents
Older youfrlgg,tegsi cfanfe[spﬁ it

with publicity fof book events B&
desngmng and distributing posters, writing

ents and local- media; -
® Decorate rooms for_ bOoR,qvents
e Prepare refreshments—perhaps demon-
strating to the.children how to’ read and-

. work from a.recipexs :
¢ Set up record playim equupment and
_select suitable music for book events: :

the mna‘bt of reathng actlvmes

‘1" One sehoot invited members of the Ioéai~' .

professional geccer team to an assembly,

Jensre (in Notelirooms,. during flights t

gameo Waltlng ina rts; etci).

A professuenal football player i%ld
“group,_ of chjldren of tne m‘bortance
readlng fn his job: réadmhplaxbooks o

contract.

Ffeaa;pg ‘pep talks anda dé” oﬁstrathn of
basketball training.and prattiae $kills bg
. team fnenabers ‘and the coach,of a nearby .

other'RIf distribution..When reading and «.
education were emphasized by a seven-foet
_center; a six-foot-eight-inch-f rd, and a

popular coach, these skitls to'R on hew
irpportance -g : oo . o

' Teenage’ teamwork:cah effectnvely.galvamze ‘e

. community suppoit thréugh bake Sales, car

press. releases and corresponding with par—

® Conduct-surveyg among children to assess

- "l .where they demonstrated thelr 8qoccer skills
" -}='and told.the students how they neadfqg

univérsity basketball téani highlighted an-

«

U-’.

6

5

21

P

Y : 7,
U/
ig B
"

' course, but alsd readlng the fine pnnt m Ris

ot

Ky
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. 7Y career Ropnnntwm .
++ | To show how important reaﬁng is to all
work, jiwite representatives from a wide

. -range of jobs—carpenter, lawyer‘banker
. -baker, writer, signpaintef; engineer, seam-
- stréss, pdiice officer. Be.sure to invite some .

.| Pedple with néntraditional jobs, such s a -

- .. | male nurse or a woman firefighter. Have
available an ample supply ¢ books about
jobs and encourage the cilidren to write -

¢.t | slories ahout what it wonki'be like to be'a 5
" | carpenter; lawyer. . . . (This project could be
. : '-a 1 good way to mmate cooperatnon wuth a
- -+ 1 lothl service club) L

Forolgn Student S
-~Ask a foreign studeﬁitd describe his or her

-« i

Cartooning for the

countty to the RIF g¥oup. touching on the amusemant of children
in RIF projects are Jim
educational system andithe availability of Davis. creator and pa-

s} books: See if you can fing a book about the | - tient caretaker of the

¢ - | student’s country {lethi or herread it - . " gluttonoas cat. Gar-
-before the session) ar‘uj invite the student to - |.field. in the Lakeland

comment on the accuriicy of its description - | Sommunity Schools in

© ' | "(a good lesson in cntlca1 readlng) ' 25’%%22 337‘,’;;"3;;;‘ nd 1
Périorming -Arfists = . S g:g;,mggﬂ;gf?:e
‘Many artists: plan programs specnflcally for . New Yorker magazine. .
_ children. Your loGal arts council may advise - in the Brookfield, Ver- *
you of some of these excellent performers, [, mont Elementary
) and may be able to help support their visit to | Schoot
¢ ygur school. (See “Visiting Tﬂesplans in ‘
: Chapter 4.) v -
PRI [ !
Visual Artist R
Ask §D,§,'!!$,t,!9 §!t?119 ?,!?99,'&9!?@399 t© e SRR e
s Etch pictures of thd children selecting - Chiidren's Authors or lluttrnon
bdoks, individual portraits’ and fancnful car- [ Invite an author or illustrator to visit the .
toons or book themes : . | group and describe how a book is created. /
,,,,,,,,,,,, IR A ’,”ﬂ .+ +8ince some writers and illustrators charge [
4 r#g%:%’%‘;%";'lggl telavision oF radlo lecture fees for each visit, you might consnd- .
e A AL er staging this event with,the llbrary. : ;

" about how important réiading is Jn prepaging isﬁeéwéit%? 3’%2%%?!1%‘ 3;%%2‘2,‘,’3{3’#3?“" or

o . @ broadcast. As a follow-up actlvn organize
% | 3 toar of the local television or fadio station. | @ducation department of a local college.
This would. be a goodioppartunity for . . TeleéEiiiiiiﬁéiﬁg
- - youngsters to learn abou dw-assocuatep <| It celebrities are unable to come to your
careers LT school, explore using the teleptione as a- g
’ ' : communication medium: For example; stu-

e o :  dents in_one Wisconsin high school enjoyed
%0 | an hour's telephone conversation with au-

o
»

thors Vera and Bill Cleaver. Through the use

( of an education teleconterence network that
connects schools In threa Wisconsin coun-

1 CONNhecCts SCNoolis In threea vvi N cour

ties, students asked interpretive questions
about many of the boolgs the husband and




=

L 7\ PR

wﬁlffeleam ‘have. wntten ' To follow up the
entire student body saw the film; “Where the
- Lilies Bloom,” based on the Cleavers' book

. of the same title.

Parachutlst S

Let surprise visitors fall from the sky into a
field on book event day. Arrﬁge for a
parachutist to explain free-fall jumpir

sure there is a good supply of aviation and,
local military base a jump club, or the o
(N)ROTC unit at a local college to find some

‘willing jumpers:

Band

invite a local band—or even symphony
musicians or folk singérs—to serenade a

book evernt. Good sources: military bands;

cpllege and’ hlgh school bands; symphonies;
jazz and folk music nightclubs, musicians’
unions; amateur local groups. As a finale to

a year of, reading motivation activities; one

group invited a handbell choir, “the Tintin-

~

- ground and speak to.the students about the

- nabulators ' to play for the chlldren In

preparation for the program, students were

mtroduced to Edgar Allen Poe’s poem; “The -
Bells,” from which the choir chose its name.

Thé performance demonstrated the impor-

tance of reading not only‘ words t;ut also

Paper Alrplane Contest

-One school invited & local radio personalnty

to fly his traffic helicopter to the school-

~them that in order to learn to fly, he had read - |
more books than he could fit into his il -
hélicopter. Afterwards, students attended a ~

distribution, visited | thc jetcopter, and con-

dycted their own_paper airplane contest
from the second story of the school. If you
sponsor a similar day, be sure to have books -

on fhght and alrplanes avaltable

v

L

- importance of reading in his life. He told | - \
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o ' R Writing ~ , Lo ',
‘ v ' *Young Authors .Day . ) .
' ") |*. Writing about Raading: s T R
“|""variations on the Book Reviewi. ~* |" 7 b
y "Writing Cantests " )
‘@roup Poetry . . .
Chain Story )
B ‘What Happened aftar it Ended . ‘ ot
“Mystery Stoties . : o
Room Four's Fabies
All-about Me g
- Our .Big Book of -. . .- 7
: _Bayond Dick and dane
. *How-To Book .
IR Scrapbooks a
e : .. .| .Joke Book - SRS N
Lok ... * ..J“Cartoons - I
. oot E T 'Fantasizing from Pictures . - ’
SR - ) s Picture Book - o
R - | itustrated'Stories (suitable for hearing -[ ¢ _
‘ > " Alphabet Books Mmpaired childran) : =~
. T s L Monster Soup . . ;o ‘
v v, | "YouArelnvited ‘. o
I ‘ Thank You Letters I D -
iy . ) ‘ 'Letters to Famous People o
: =% ‘ ‘ Researching '
< - . *Can You Find Your Wﬁy Around ;
IR The Library? ) : J
- | *Book .Hunt e '
: ‘| **Question, of the WéeR T
i Happy Birthday to : . . T .
‘ , The Expert: Room P y ' 1
_Information Capsules T B . ' -
S \ ’ . \_ - |~ Especially for Teenagers T
o ) ¢ . ] . '. : ) N S m———‘
. Wrting i .
: o . ‘Roving Reporter 3
' St Newsietter . - _ .- . .~ .
' co Reading Journals - ) ' -
, N * P s K Réﬁéﬁm” hing -
- : : .. - | © Traver’ ‘with, Boaks ]
15 ' o . - | wWhare Do Words Come From? - A
k. - . R . - Time Line “Activities adaptable for
K S ) ' I S E studentc of all ages.

T Besrcomm&e




riting ‘ another _yoar, &  small group of pupjétiéri -
- entertained; a third year, ﬁlms were shown.

P 'Yotingjjgtjm’ Day ‘While §J§tgg Margaret Shea, RIF coordinator,
- . | Encouraging youngsters to write their own _says that the day “is only limited by the
: books can motivate them to read books | creativity and étfort ineople are willingto -
written by others. At St. Stephsn's Indian invest In students," there are two constants. | .
| School in Wyoming, the day-long Yoqng . | First, every student has a chance to share
| Authors' Celebration is one of the year's his or her book with another student.
| highiights. - EE Gener,al,lyLMo,%:ilt}zlos,eit,tgggmézfing, -~
__ students pair off for an exchange of books:
- gzgg:‘"s&wh"f‘, Day comes rieg, the | The second constant Is a book event fol-
| the year to write and read other students’ .- Wﬁmwmmmmmﬂg |
writing—are asked to prepare a book for - The day's activitlea are preserved in several
publioation. Like any author, they can ways. Students act as recorders in each
choose their gemre—poetry, short stories, | session, and produce a newspaper com-
essays, or a longer piece of fiction. They can | meémorating|the day. And all the student
also bind their book in a variety of styles.. | books are ddpated to the library. In this way, |
But by Young Authors Day, each student has | the students get a sense of the permanence [\
—.some writing that he or she-can share with and continuity of the written. word -and they | \
‘others. are é'n”c’dii'rag d to keep reading. . -

The day requires metaculous organization..

Three small-group workshops—conducted Writing about R”d'“' . 4

by parents, teachers and volunteers with' Have students \!'!1!9,,c!eitlv,ejtpﬂg&relﬁtinﬂ

special skills—relate reading to the young- to the topic of reading. For exame.lel “What |
. | sters' everyday activities. For,example, stu- remember about learning to read,” "What
~| dents may first read about hétrseménshlp, L ‘.Rind of books creatures read in ¢ outer space.
then take a trail ride. Thiey Mmay read a recipe | .A Story a snake would write if he could,”

- and then make nutritious snacks. i B{:em‘;hﬁg‘::;'r m;‘;‘:‘ sabout who is most -

The day aiso includes activities. for the entire | . Letters to B haracters; Have each
school: one year, an Arapahoe Indian stoty- child write a_Igtte) fo a: éﬁii&ét&i without

teller-shared the oral historv 6! his people; . | divulging the chatacter's e. Pogt the -
. letters on a bulfetin boa d and. Iet children'

R SRR guess the names:

A

| book; ask them to speculate a bit. What it
“} the setting were changed-—how w would the
‘1. story change? What if the story beg

“} - ditferently? What if it ended dméfently?
+}.-®@ The.Day | Was & Book Character: Ask

- youngsters to write- a story. poem or play .

.| 'about how they think it would be to spend. |

‘| one day as a character In a book. .Display aII X

| “entries, or bind them into bogks. ' = - .

@ Fantastic Fun Reading Book: Have edch -

.| -student complete the sentence; *Reading is . | =
" fantastic because . . ..” and illustrate their

answers. Gotnplle the pages into a class

: | book. .
Stydents at $t- Stephen’s indian School in Wyoming :
partncnpate in workshob during Young ﬁmthor an ’v.ﬂ‘”on. on tﬁ' BOOE HOVIW

7 A o ® Book Repcr! ina ‘Bag: Have the children” | -

_ | write book reports; @nd reprint each sen-
- ’ - | tence from their reports oni‘a §trip of paper, .

. —- o .| thechildren then’ ‘writesthe: book title and .

j T . .| author, draw pictures {0 illustraiéthe stories.
» -and énclose thetr sentence strips Haw the _

. : . . . = - - ’_ ’2’5’

- L - - LR




scissors, needles,’
thread ‘

RV AR

stories which, } have|
- {been ‘,edlted arid
; prgpared fot-

- - . *
~ —_ ——— D Dieouﬂv.
va,r 7 Blndlng - |Type B k-t |
construction Pages tolded | Accordion Book fo maiSéiiiiﬁé art |
paper | accordion style. |poems - ~ 1 effects =
chntact paper  |Stapled or giued [patterns . e photographs
over tardboard to: covers. - sequence stories |®
posterboard ‘ T -
r
A éfé.' L
- |® tiedye paper |
i ' : |
thin plyﬂqqg %" Drill hole in cover. |Plank Book @ newspaper .
wodd sheets”  |Use key chain or |poems - cutouts - . |-
balsam . notebook ring to |patterns. - |® ink sketches .| -
woodburning sets |bind together. . |storles | -{® splattered paint
; "o o["How to” _ | @ broken_crayon
directions . |: drawings
| 1 e corrugated
' * * .| cardboard .

‘ / pictures
cardboard Stgp!g pfagesf L eggt)ct Books ® type stories 0n |
covered wuth . |together. Glue to f poems . .. | pages; . . |3

| contact paper . |cover. Yo ‘GOIEEiiérié ‘.; e type stories. cut
= group-stories ~ © | out and paste”
individual stories |- on pages _
. LT |e create ants
- . T 'mPWIUE‘SE!t!‘
clpth Pages fqldpq gﬁan Bodﬁa"eluth Book' photograpns
drymount_ sewn down center. i:iééi'ii”' - \,,,,. o Ofnk sketches
cardboard Attached to cover |collec ions' of - splatteredpalm o
 need: iron, with drym&ﬁﬁt poems - '




\ . o R .o . .
Book Making! coTTe . )Z* -
fffffff " | eaver - |misdinst | N L — - | Decoratl 1
Sample 'EOVOI' - |Binding' . . [Type - | gy ces’; |

construction - [ Pages and cover~|
Jpaper  ~ are stapled - |
| posterboard together. then |9 paste cu!
-cardboard . bound for added. ] contributions *: | and magazine
L durabilitywith”
mystik-or masking/ ——
tape.
construction | Punch holes in Ring Books - ' [® type poems of -
paper pages and use , | group stories . stones, cut om S
- posterboard. - notebook rings or | word fun .. | and paste in bo&ﬂg' L
| cardboard shower curtain _'| poems. Lk ,Illustrate with .
try burlap. too |rings to bind " | collection of. rayon chalk
together | poems . - - d water,
i I RO glc markers,
i - - . | poster paints, _]| -
S T : fingerpaints ’
__ R _ - - - — N
| construgtion . - - | Make pages in the| Shape: ggéks .- |ogrumple and - | |
- paperg shape of your = - | stories ‘about " | paste colored - |- -
- | posterboard book—-long; tall; | animals; objects | - tissue paper * |-
” | cardboard . Ijggipeople . | machines; people. ® use string and
Q. (cover is in shape | animals, things, |etc. - yarn ,
of object:) ": = Jetc: -Bind together poems - - |e material, fébrlcs o
a0 i .} with.staples and | nursery Yhymes | with varlous . >
¢ <. %o Linasking tape, or | innovations . |, textures \
T R 2 Iaclngwlth I . |ewalipaper
yarn A - .ot 7| cutouts .
66ii§i’riiéti6fri" ¢ Imake pages In the Poems o icémblfgefvggious R
| paper = . |shape of your .| stories ‘about " art media on :
posterboard .. | books:_tall- book, different objects sama page,
‘cardboard .. -~ |short'book, _- . 7 l'suchas.
“{cover-is In shape triangles T}A Ias R ;?ingerpamt and |.. -
{ of object) - “|etc. Bind tdgbther. : , ", | construction” ...~
- SR [ r..etc
= | T ‘ ' F
- 5T . %‘H
) — l ' =




' :
3 b T
students select a bag othar than thelr own, | Chain Story
read the enclosed report strips and attempt A variation - *roup AgggryJQ the chain
to’ put them in correct sequence. The author story. Ask ea@h youngster to add a link to' \
of the “bagged report” can then check to | the story with a character description or plot
see if the report has been correctly reas-. ‘ development. it Is also fun to record these ,
sembled. - . | =stories on tape and play them back to
@ Faot Royortv Have chudren wrlte booR chiidren or their parents. it
reports on paper-cut in the shape of a foot.- ‘ o
Students can inciude the titie of the book, © What Happened after It  Ended . -
One'gr uppt first graders composad a

the author’s name, and a short h
T book. Each student sgcas:)algrglpgn _| sequelto Peter Rabbit, with each child
- ( his or her name to the foot. The'reports can " illustrating a page The book was Iammated

—\-|-be"walked"-down-the-hall-or-around-the ——

tor many well-loyed booRs ”

o room. =

- ® QQ!E‘!U'{!“,GE!!!@!@LQW'UEE"J 8}2 by *Mystery Storles .
11 inch sheet of ‘paper in half. On the left 'l One North | CEIQL'"E,BLF PBHEQE 9’1?99[@9@@
side, have children draw a picture of their “- | gifted childrén to write suspense storiesfor |
favorite character. On the right side, have - .| - elementary school chiidren; on;nlttlng the -
them write a story about the character. Bind "'[. solution.. Aipanel selected the best two
the entire group's stories Into a book for : stories and taped them, complete with
display. i sound effects. When chiidren expressed -
® Diary: Have egch chiid write a diary for a "dismay at the abrupt endings, RIF volunteers.
character in‘a baok he or she has chosen; encouraged them to gvlrjtgfthgjrgvggfggnclu- .

of the character for at least | sions: Latar, the authors of the winning

el stories visited CIassrooms so students could
art: Make a chart of ‘meet them.

extending the i

¢ Book Review C
books displayed dt each book distribution . L _

d > rate Room. Foul;‘i nglea,m o ‘
and leave space fer studerts 1o rate them._ ~After hearing their teachers read many of

nd write comments. Le ral- LU L L 1.
and write comments. Leave room for Seve Aesop’s Fables; one classroom.composéd - "] -

1 eht; a i hat
readers to comm and emphas 26 tha “Room Four's'Fables;” complete with a'-:

reasonable reader can differ. ) 'E . .| moral atthe erid. They then worked as &
“Writing Contests : " en.:hf .group-to illustrate. heir:‘compositions.. Old
Stage writing contests on book. tham; | children might enjoy.redding som&@iiThu

ber's modern-day fa

1 and: writir
own humorou ale C

Examples might inciude “The Greates quk g
on Earth” (tied to a circus dfstrll:mticagé

theme), a mystery contest (perhaps nesr. . " _
Halloween), or-“The Book Character I'd Mast Al Fbﬁ"‘ M.'

Lika to Meet.” Hold tiie contest ‘with appro- " . :
pria pla—perhaps a Igcal rity favorite places. Other oages i could be. head-

) panel to Judge ‘entries—andhdon't overlook . e er ild be head- |
: the contestss publicity value; Be sure; h? | lined, "I wish . . . " "What | like best,” “What 1
‘ever; that every child's entry |s appreciated; I hate,” *‘My. favorite foods; e lnculde time
. gwe aﬂej§gq§u;ed award of SOme gon to ||nes w‘th all the |mp°rt ts in thek
lives.-The |ast page of eaclhibook couid be

every contestant. Sy o | lives.The la st |

Group "iti-i- \ o -' |. "like to have: happen in the futme e

Have one child wrltfefthej![st Hne ot apoem. Our Bl Book ot. o

The second child reads the first line, then Dis g e e o
er the first splay severai b,otzks- on E- f iejppic ST B

adds a second line, folds over the first line, | Tapics could include the‘,soh?system. trees, |

and hands it to. the third chrld The thlrd I &
* dents to mad the books with an eye toward

learning 6ne fact about the subject. Then

- overthe previous line, and so on; Each -

person sees only the ;mmedlatety previous - ';.;' ffffffffffffffff LR B

. ‘'give everyone sheets of posterboard on
line of poetry. Read aloud or have a student -."| \hich to' record and illustrate their facts Use
read aloud. This activity can introduce the .| g hoje punch:and large metal rings to .

group to poetry—where the next.line should— aecorm i
always be the only line that could have ’ assembla these sheets into a.ir)gak -

followed. ‘ S s -




b

Boyoiid Dlok and Jane «

‘Show the youngsters some old-fashid
'Dick and Jane.readers, gnd ask them
‘improve on them. Encourage them to write

- and illustrate the kind of book they would

like to read; or that they think their y0unger
brothers and sisters would like.

* "How-To"_ Booke . .
~ ASk students to think about something

they've become an expert in—are they great

on roller skates? Did they teach their old .

cookiee? Have them tell “how to” in a. 56 k
Scrapbooks o -
Have the children write their own poems;

jingles; limericks; and even riddles. Make
scrapbooks of their writings to use when

- others in the community e

 Joke Book , ’

Have individuals or gr0ups maRe booRs of -
favorite jokes. Ii1ustrate each joke or page of
jokes.

Cartoons

After reading a story have the chiidren '

" represent it in comic-book style, with car-

-toon figures carrying out the action In
f panels. If they prove adept, let them author

and illustrate their own adventures in comic
strlp format.

Fantaslzlng from Pictures

Show the youngsters a picture, orgroup of

- pictures; and then let them spin a yarn from®
the illustration. _They can tell the stories.to

one andther or write them. Bring in a variety 4

" of magazines with appealing photos; have
_ the children select one, and write a story. -
about what happened before, during’'and -
after the time the pi cture. was made. -

or bnng in an old-fashmned book of faury o

tales ora science fiction book cover

Pictuli Book

Take pictures of scenes around y0ur school
. Have the children write storles about the

photograph T
illustrated gtorlés o
This, activity has been successfullyﬂsed to

teach. language to hearing.impaired.children -
at the Katzenbach School for the Deaf, but it .

wolild work equally weli with gther children.

On the blackboard, tape a large piece of -, ’
paper divided into four sactions. Show the. . |

children four short sentences that can be

ﬁiombmed to make a§tory (inltlail_y, you may ’

.,.n .

el S _
P , _,' KI: .“.-‘
, ]

1]
: chlidren ‘could be asked to put thfm n e

- I"dog some hew-tricks? Can- they:nekm_:iiﬁiﬁﬁhe .

_ 2: He fOund a dlme on the ground.
1. '3;. He bought a balloon (From whom dld he

. would be to have the children write recipes’

resent them in eequend'éJ Qlder. .

sequence themselves). Have a child tape the
first-sentence to the first_ sectiOn of the .
paper; then-invite sevaral children to pro- - ke

duce a picture_to illustrate the sentence:
Continue this procedure for the remaining -
“ pictures. Cut the four pieces apart, place
them In.order, number the pages, and add a

front and back cover. -
Now you" heve a ‘new book for your.class

nator, Irene Leonardi, reports that the books -

“qulckly became dog-eared, but thé children ~

demanded that they be.repaited often. Here .
is ofe. example of an illustrated story:

1. John walked outside one day Y
{There should be outside scenery such as 1

trees, clouds, the sun, etc. John is & boy

andshould look IiRe one) . 1

buy it?)

4. The balloon fiew away! L
lThe balloon should be the same color‘as

),

Alphebet Books -

Show very young children a number of

alphabet books. Have them create and ||Ius-
trate their own.

Monster Soup - R
‘Monsters and dinosaurs seem to hold an

" endless fascination for youngjmldren The -

italized on their interest by having the

youngsters write a “Monster Souo "
" Following a week of reading: stdries about

- monsters, making monsterpuppets; and
dressing up like monsters, students were -

assembled to make a large batch of “Mon-

" ster Soup." Parerit volunteérs helped them =
prepare a simple.vegetable soup, but the -

‘studenits were responsible for translating the _ |

. everyday ingredients into monster talk. Thus *

.one cup of carrots’became one cup of ";—"—'
monster eyes, and a dash of salt.was '

specified, “for ugliness.” Coordinator Peggy

" Foote_suggests that another alternative

- for making a monster. The récipes were |

bound into a book and displayed.: for stu-
dents and parents. (You could getithe < -
_cafeteria to cooperate during thi week b

sewing such dishes as “Ghoullsh 'Bouiash " e

,
‘.‘:w
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L L .-"'ngcterxaé'sigriampvaduce mvlﬁ-“’
. k other special activities. Lgt them:als¥ tak

. 4ion8 o reading eyents,.tundraisers, rﬂf

invitations; and recordlny ve an

'Tlp;!lgnveu Letter(' A% :

The thank-you letter-is. an Often ‘repe ed

activity, butit: never fails to totich-the <. -

recgplent ‘and teach &i hildrén thipliiiure of
I

+ gratity e, );lave:the dren sendzsrlinal
ou letters

Shy .

. responsibility far addressing.and. mulliha'th%

" #
1 th lv.e:!-. et

-

meterials and taeks to complete Make spme.
,Of these just for fun—and. encourage teach-
’%‘Qﬂi"ﬁ take the quiz with their classes. This |-
*' workshest will giverlibrarians and teachersa
_.good Tdea. of f’to’w much students. already
" khow about the librery S

‘="aeik"miiit?-"' ‘ RS

.. Have ttw;uzreglﬁgjlljt
| Dok anima) book stc, bﬂ%& oyate
- Cal ‘and voy Decimai
,the ;tudenfe"‘cinh"* ) 'f*’? g i)g

,,,,,, 9 SpONSOrs, YOIUNTeers. rlbutora.»f_
teacheu. prlnclgals. vlsltors.“‘isr ot érs thi "

have helped with your, activitres o

*Letters to Famous People R
Similarly, you might have the young pebple
write letters to their heroes—sports. t(g"ures;‘ >

television and'movle stars,-politicjans, or .

- :whomever. Don't use a form letter, as that -
'spoils the-effect, and the children are far. =

message. Ask the children to talk about their |

. favorite books. They might asktheir heroes’
what their favorite books are. Nny mponses

[ could be posted to share with. sveryone. ,
Many studerTs ‘write to the authors of books'

th ave enjoyed: Bp aware, however; that:
Il authors want to receive letters from " .

cmrdren Alert your sfudents not to be—

discduraged if they do not neoeive. neplies

.
.-

least two thirds of his time is, spent in - .
résearching the subject So. alo% with -'\;

Every geod non-fiction. wrlter kncws that et_ L

use to strengthen this skill; and- to ecquaint'
youngsters with the Iibrary informatlon sys-
tems . - . :

- '(-

'epn You _Flnd Yodr Way lround the I;I~

brary?
At the beginning of the school year féke 7

:studants to the library and give the/n a

.worksheet-maze that directs them 10 find

" geveral stations. Once they have found the-
ghation (reference shelves, nonfiction, fiction,

‘b graphy areas. etc ). inethe students

LAk

more likely to'get & response to an original |-

books’ qin,e a prlzb-—usu&lly a QOOk:. _

;. *Quegtion ‘ot the wﬁlt E

" Orice & week.during the mernlng

- Tnents, sk a;question’ thet retis
to_use-referdnge books: Far, gxample

* many basebali pitchers ttlve- Wwon: 300

- gimes? Or what State ha¥'& unicameral

. legisjature? Givea prize—=often: a free.

ahsWire':

Heppy!lrlhfy'lb....- : ;

Everyonge loves a birthday partx—so W not
sponsor one all year? Jn loja-Scandi navia;
Wisconsin; RIF ceordinator Peggy Foote

made a large cardboard blrthdex cake dis;

- play for the library. She Iabe]le(l it jljappl
Birthday to these.Se tember Bir,tﬁ . and
displazed ‘books By dythots and. ,iﬂuettaiore
- with September: blrth days.. (Children

especialy thrilled_if they.could see pictures -
of favorite-authors.y:She made 4 special *
pqlnt to jnclu a iame Mieonstn authbrs

_ works as bio; rapmcet g;tionaﬁes .en-
* cyclopedias, book jackéts; the Something |
. About the Author series, and-the.pamphiet .’ \.
. file containing information trom qulishers. R Y
-artigjes: from professional magazines, and 80
-on. They shared 1 thislnfaaiﬁtion an; book - ':‘; 2%

talka and’ reports

On'tHeiTgwn birthdays, students: recsggy a
special :birthday présent—a‘wrapped. Book:
' Many:students rushed-into tk 6. llbrary,et the 4
.beginning of their birth’ momti {o see if an ¥

author shared. their. birthdays, Several chi!f.;i
‘dren discovered fiew authors in.this way, And
all: month; the feﬁtured qgthori worRs were

ln Eriat*demand BN

- book-—ig thefirat 25 (more o Isaekeo rrem N

jthors* by usmpgch Toferéaca
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| The door to the room 8

e lﬁformitleﬁ cuplulee

enjoy and, in some reepecte. need & person-

| at touch to motivate their readlnq——ev,en,lf lt

" is ‘as_simplé as sharing . blrthdaie with a
famous. persan." SR

,.,f—

oz v

-

e

Photo by Rick Reintisrd. . 4 R

Have the-class select a toplc on whish they

sba life; the Civil War, etc:), Students can

_research informatién on the topic and' brlng'
the information to class for review: Let each

child select a subtopit on whi¢h he or she_

can become an expert. Then have the child
.makd a placard that reads “Ask Me’

_About’. . . " Other classes-can be'invited to

visit and view the,materiais on display and to"
quiz the students on their field of: speciality.
uld be appropri-

xperls on

ately d dacorated/saylng
l;lve Here *

Develop a list of topics (some samples are
" listed below) and ligt.each topicona ;. .
* separate index card. Lay the cards face- .

down on a table: Have. youngsters- draw a

topic (or draw three; but choose one). Then-

begin a library search to find new and .

J

Interestmg information on these toplcs Re—

cord the information on. heavy paper or oaR
tag (which you ¢an dub “information. cap- *

sules”). Cut the “capsule” in the shape of

{ something appropriate for the tepnc (e.g-a

Sherlock Holmes eapsule could be in the

. s .! R :"}f . Te T
. . . . P

R

'Fiéfe‘saya ihat the' moet Impgﬂantﬁthlrﬁshe
learned. from Yhis activity is that “children. . :

wish to become experts (dinosaurs, space; - | >

. display for other students.

_ Sample topics might include:

Qhewlng Gum |
QGrand Canyon .
Stralghtleuﬂy Hair .

shupe of a het); Tl'ten pleoe the capsulee onf

i Mushrooms
'Hearing =~ -
~ Mark Twain -
" Polson Ivy

Cosi .

. Great Sait L

I R AR “'F: B

:.:-Your tungs
“Camels - - - -
" Sherlock Hoimes-.
.| Prehistgric Man ?-;

Wlld Ponies of ﬁfseateague

atiojal Park

~ i
B -2

*

viewlng ethei' studehls or. ﬁarents about a
subject of clrrént interast. Afterwards, ask

the reporter back to-help judge the: amrlee

e e, Lo SR MMy T

R Perhaps the reporter can persigde the -
newspaper’§ editors to publish the erilng

- story; It s0,.you wlll ‘have won‘sqme ;

phuhd’ 5 AP

the answers. The interviews tan be illus-
,...ftrated with: drinngs ol' photographs.« and

When celebrltles come to spea'ii to the

1 'makeé sure your-roving feporters preserve -

Ing thée actual. pman;atlen ‘l?anscrlptlons
children to Rﬂdy in future yeare

PO

Youngstere can complle thelr own book ef@
* interviews with outstanding community fig-' .
. ures. Have the thildren set up appointments,.. |.
 prepare. questlons. and.take carefuf notes ol E

[ children about thé . importance of readlhg,

their words. A tape recorder or videotape '~ |
ulpmeht—-lf available—is useful for recqrd- |-

can become-a part of your archives for " -

B _,‘:,...vw




Nowelettor

_to read better through BlF Other pog\ﬂar
~features include “reader of the month;” -

youngsters write, design; and produce. -

These include first-person accounts from

i descriptions of book distributiéris.
Don't overiook thé nwvslettgr's potantiatas a

- A-clals get copies; tao: -
{741t a newsjetter is hot feasible; students c can

to go with the stories.

Youngsters can also pmpare a regular co‘l'
umn about books.for the school newspaper

eccasionally a teacher could centrlbute a.
'column on favorite books.

o

tool to genierate pi:bllclty ahd suppbrt; be

~

Many RIF programs have. newsletters that

. children who have learnéd to like, Feading or:

| can compléte the foliowing activities:

flave students ,rea,g,,aihout an area they would

- @ Tape ‘tecord a commercial entlclng others.

ike. tq visit..(For variety, you could cut up a
either U.S: or world—and have kids
draw a‘destination out of a paper.bag.) After ‘

they have learned about their locale, they

® Make a travel pes r giving information on
climate, location, afd interesting attractions.

hiiafhd N S T

to visit.

‘paimtezsl:zetlsnamr:a.ﬁT
potel'!_lal supporters. Make sure echool offi-

| Write stpriés'on book activities for the schiool.
}: 'newspaper, the local paper or the PTA naws.
- Bring an easy-shoot camera to distributions

andNlet budding photographers take. plotures

For teenagers who are good readers, a much

. journal can be kept throughout;the year

| wntmg period in which everyone recaptures
. ‘on; paper the events of the day. Later they.
can record their reactions to the booB
_youngsters can be encouraged—-though not .
required—to read selections to the group.

more sophisticated reading journal mlght be .
unity to -

very effective "This is.a good oppa

‘famous people as weil—for-example, Tho-

rrals by

reau’s Walden, The Journals of Lewis and

-Clark, Pepys’ Diary,: Travels :of Marco Polo

s

and the numerous Presidential memioirs. =

L

A

:1.. by tracing; with the'hajp. of-an etymologlcal
¥ dictionary. the development of common

" ment. In Latun the word became "pandura
“and In Spanlsh ““bandurria.” The English

1 Insgrument that re&mbled the I0te or the
" guitar. The young'people (and you) may find
.{. etymologizing addictive; it is a particularly.

~'?lme Line -

~ acters from that’ vgerjod Students will have to-
|« sharé their infofmation before they can

that date?"

+ & Detarmine the be\Méy_oMm
s Would be.

pertlcularly ;helpful hv @) .. -
Yqéngstere could be’eng 'ureged to wrlte

_lefters to obtain additional information—to a
 state department of tourism, or fo a coun-

‘$rytiiembassy. They should keep a recard of

| al .the sources they use.in maklng thelr .
i!l'eeentatlons R R

e e
T

'When tpﬁiorde Come. Frb
Chiidren can. ,dlscove how.

words: try “banjo,” for instance. If they -. ;N' -

traced “banjo,” the youn ogle jvgqld ]
learn that the word rd_originft

good:activity for some of the more advanced
readers. . R .

~Have students read a book of thelr cholce ‘e
dealmg jth any period #n .U.S. history.
glggraﬁh es and accounts ‘of a particular

hlstorical event are best. Then have the

gt astec ot g S

“ical events lllustrated with: pictures of char-

_congtruct the time line: "l found that in 1848
gold was discovered in Sutter's Fort, Califor-

‘nia: What did you have happenlng a‘%d

l. - . R
N - N

S
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Mnckex Ftooney and Judy Garland made |t

look so easy. A good idea,*a couple of

talented kids; a few weeks rehearsal; and

they produced a Broadway show.

Recognizmg the powerful links between
reading and theater, many creative teachers,

librarians; and volunteers have tried to use -
dramatization to enhance children’s under- °
standing of books. Often they succeed. But -

‘ sometimes they don’t, and both teachers and

students are frustrated by a sense of what
, couId have happeneebbut didn't. - e

The problem may be in thunklng too bug A
full scale production is on& of the /ast steps

to take-with younger-children. There are .
many small-scale dramatic activities that can
inspire children to empathize with book =

characters—and perhaps learn a few things
about themselves. too: .

Beg!nnlng Dramatization lctlvltles

1. Introduce,a story to the chlldren by
making,jt as exciting as possible. | Don't

_just read it—show pictures or play a
recording of sound effects as an accom-

paniment. But rivet the youngsters’ atten-£ |
tion and ¢onjure up visions. :

2. In.the beglnnlng——and thlfsfmafy bé several
sessions-~have every person in the group
partucupate in the same action at the same

time. This includes the leader.

¢

from the story and have the whole group
act;it out at the same time: “Now we're
going to ) pretend we're Peter Rabbit

-

getting dressed in his new clothes. Let's

words at all., Fteady"

4 Emphasuze to the chlldren that they -
should be showmg the action, not tellingj

"Now let's pretend we're Goldilocks eating
the three bowls of porridge—how can we
show._which one is too hot? Remember—

no words:”

o

this.level akactivity—and it may be several
weeks—shauld any d;alogue be added.
Start by dividing the-‘youngsters into smajl

groups. Have :every group act out the
same scene at the same tcme After they

3. Start with"pantomirie. Select any action - i

put them on one piece at a time:No 5

. Only after the chiidren are comfortable at /

"6. Keep the emphasis on what the children

" Get the children's ;deas——they will often give

children be the playwrights, _perhaps in_,

gl

/ always trust the student

‘,_productlon eIements )y

‘ Finally, when the audlence h,as arrlved -
" (whether it's another class or.the entire PTA)

héve played the scéﬁe. have them tal|’<
. about what they did. Here is where you

could begin to lead them to “performing”: -

“Group_3 was doing somae_ very interesting
things Will you show qp? ‘

do wall. ' ; .,;},
Movlng ontoa Plij L :

you should stlll begin with the srx steps ]
listed above. After you senge that things are

~going well, ‘andonly then, suggest the—— |

possibility of putting on a piay for others. .

you.a great start ) {
_®
Have the youngs ;)ers work upﬁseyeralfsmall,

above: Then gradually put

scenes; as in #

two or more scénes together. |nto alonger o
scene. /. 4 o TR

You n need tddevelop a scrupt 'For very
young childrgn, you will probably only want

to develop gh outline and stay mainly. with
|mproV|sat| n. With grades 4 and up, let the

el

groups worklng on individual scenes. Re-
mind them to keep the play true to the book.

At first &l children can play eve?part later

you'l 'll.nged to think about casting and
g other jobs; such as painting and

assign i L
deﬂng scenery, gathering props‘and cos-

tu assisting the director, wtiting the

prog fam, making posters, working back-

usherlng. and providing sound and

stage.

musgic. It is essential to include evenyone

/

Allpw enough time for rehearsal so fhe
thildren won't forget, but not so long that;

they lose thejr enjoyment for the project.
inally; think about,adding a set and cos-
umes. The cardinal rule here is KEEP IT
IMPLE. (Ihjgjsﬁgne place'where you can't
instinctsz—they are

fascinated with all technical and theatrlcal

and the play has begun; remember that the |
performance |s now out of y‘bur hands Relax

-:‘.,“- . . .
.—’,‘\‘2' . s [ ',.1

e
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- Books ggme Mlve

the fagl of Th mzard )

! Wasmngtbn D.C.: Assocration for. chlldhood Educellon

' and‘ en]oy the. 3how end allow the/;hlldren te _
by haﬁdlfng thlnas them 3

learn reeponelblllty

selves.’ p &

_._\

To make a story comealive, h

_ptit themselves In the place of the cherecteﬁ

in, the book One cleu did it this Way tog

A Eii"_ treasure hunt, iﬁaiij,&iﬁﬁ pirates, was
the undertaking of a sixthi-grade who read
Treasure Isiand. Fltth-%idere who read The

" Jumping Frog of Caia
frog race. .

Storybook Parkde ‘
Create book costumes wlth boxee decoreted

fit each_child Into his or her box, and make
up the faces with theatrical ant Then hold
a storybebk biride <SS S

ras Goonty staged a

,,;; ;

to represent books. Cut.arm and head holes, | -

washing a live ndttermllk in a washtub

-on the schoo

ng a fence and .
an-made mud, one

group had a. better dnderstandlng of Tom
/ f

walking baretoot’ in/
Sawyer 7

- A . . . z

T This section was_ ﬁdxpted from an: ummbllshed geper

“Library Theatre: lopmental Approach_for the _
glmrqom Tedc z by clrole c Hugaln!, walhlnqtqn;
C

Other excslient r ources for crutlve dremetica lﬂd ‘

“chiidren’s cr,ami, I

, siks Geraldjne’ ‘Creative Einmatics An Art for chitdren; .
oW

Harper & Row, 1958 .

h University Press, 1983, .
Praymek?'wmi Cmfdren New York
957. - .

Gillies, Emily, Creuflve D

Northwest:
Ward, Wini
-Appletort,-

'1nternmjontl 1973

did one second-grade.

me with Chlfdren PTew forﬁ Herper l Row. )

| lgan. coordlne-
u walked
all the baeke

tor-Jan Leik reports: thet !
around the school, it was’

_truly came aliye. Tﬂe”ﬁlds had done an

spant considerable efforf on

'| -assembly for-the whole school. The presen-

‘ “tation could be a dramatization of a woane

from the book; with youngsters dgessed as
‘l characters. Or it could include a choral . <:
'| ‘reading,’ télﬂpiridd%dtﬂnaggn@mw or

children can’ create k commercials—
short skits’ that advertise ihelr books.

;EBnbk talks are also a way to introduce . .
- chitdren to titiesthat will be available at .
ming events, The gpjﬂj of the talk is to
. tell just enough about the book to pique the
: chlldren?lﬁteresg When relating the plot, -

| -upcoming events, The:

“toa e | pulnt-—-then
The itercom San be uséd for these Eﬁ&ii

| don't g ive' away the ending; tell the story just

~'|* talks. Try a “preview of coming attractions.” |
A few days before the books will be eveilable_ -

| “have a teacher, the principal, a,parent, or a
_student’ :eadacitln passages or enticing

- chapter headings fnmiomo of these books..

- Be sure to hmﬁ@grt_@plgpf the books
'on hand, because many students can't wait -

[ to find the books. they've heard edvertlsed

e Spolln Viqlg, Impmy]utl;m for the Thurm, ‘Evansion: - \ ‘fi:lave qhildmn,preaenu hookthe

 preview is offered. Seta tlme limlt

- televisio
and allow each person to tape-record his or

| her Book préview in private. Remind young- .
-sters that the title must be tepeeted several

".times, and an exciting or appealing pert of :

L., the story shouﬁd be explained

Have each class present a book 1one whlch o

' 'outitandlno Job of researching thair charac- e
8

maklny“ aven the smulleet detallreuthentlc N

| - Book Previews S

K.



Give children the chanoe to compare thelr
reading and deljvary skills by Keeping on file
their readings. .For a child who lacks, confi-
dence. it might be a real boost to cdmpare

Bookc on Tapq ] ) :
For some ‘learning disabled students, having
a tape re'cordlng ot a book mqght be a way to

classmates: One nonprofit organization that
tape records elementary, secondary, and .
career education books onto c-60 cassette

tapes publishes a catalogue of theit current

offerings. Fot, rntormatlon and a catalogue,

‘contact

Mrs. Angela Donahue '

Media Coordinator, Franklin County
.Special Education Co-op
Box 440

Union, Missouri 63@84
As of this writing, thereis a charge ot $1.00

for the catalogue plus $1.50 for postage and

handling.

Theme Poetry v .
Have the group memorize and rectte paems

that complement the theme of your book’
event: If the theme is_ mediaval knights and
ladies, for example, the children might learn

a passage from an Old English bard’s tale

(learning to pronounce the Old English

-would be fun in itself).

*Chalk: TaIR o
The chalk talk is another oId and much loved

way to tell a story. As the plot progresses;
the storyteller illustrates it with bright chalk.
For a variation, ask children in the audience

to come forward to illustrate scenes. Again,

it is a suitable activity for teenagers to provide
for young chlldren ‘( {r——

Let the youngsters |nterpret a story by

dancing the action and the way it makes

them feel. You may use the opportunity,to
explaln somethlng of the importance of
dance in our own and other cultures, as well

as some of the characteristits of ballet and
modern dance 7

8

-

i

/ ical character or a contemporary. Then have "

/well

v Tlo-ln c

Books and television can’ an,anbe one |
another.,Whenever a television program bs- 4
nes popular with children—Little House

n the Prame. Plppi Longstocking, Char— B

Try to find tie-ins with other popular shows— :
for example, books about heroes for children

whosge favorite program is T o Greatest
American Hero

Have students select a' persqh théy viould bs "
sterested in reading about-J-either a histor-.

them read a blograg y of that person: On.

- Bio-Day, every.student can come to school
dressed-as his or her character and can
present a brief oral report about the charac-
ter's life (in the tlrst person; of course) to: the

class.

Make A Movie - / S e
Have the studefifs make a rovie, staging

and filming the narrative with an 8-mm
camera. Print.the narration and dialogue on -
cards. Have plenty of how-to books on hand

- that explaln ‘the different roles ot producers. -
showung tqrparents supporters or others
mvolved with your project.

'Readegsfltgegtre
Réadér'é'thedtre allows a small group of
performers to play many parts. Parts aré

rehearsed but not memorized; no costumes ;

or props are used. Readers’ voices and
expregsions;, rather than props.- pro;ect the
actiopn portrayed in the literature.-Chifdren

ake sound effects, read the narration, .

des¢ription and dialogue: (Older youngsters

or_volunteers can. pertorm readers’ theatre . -
selections for children, t60.)

" THese product|ons can. be taped and edrted

‘Allocal station may evén be willing to air

them on the radio. Choose a story that has a
ot of saund.effects—for example, Edgar
Allan Pqé's “The Tell’tale Heart" would work

y
> 4

-




ryhlllno Cn N
Have dlder children leain some of thé bésic. M

prtncjlu of storytelling. (There hawe been

.several good books published recently; ask
“your chlidren's librarian to recommend onse.)
 Then. have them select a book for ’ younger

__chiidren that is easily retold (again, your "
* children's librarian will be an invaluable - |-
_resaurce). Tell the children to practice sevef-

" al times—twice to a'mirror, twice to t‘famii_

'} member, twice to a clmrhate
v tegchgr

“to vls tand. shm fheir stories wm'r i’h 'yaén'a g
. children,-Encourage the use of simple*props.
-and fudimentary tostume suggestions {such

as alarge gquare of clott. that can be a cape

. nl ora kerchief)

;;-‘ .atig@jgsogﬂﬁgﬁ R
_-for the Preservation and Perpetuatuon o
-of, Storytamng , : .

'-:"vThe;r Nétfgpglpirectory of Storytellérs EA R
.canbeordered - ' i LT

" (for $6.95 as of this wniihg) fram _ -
PO.Box112, *
Jonabamugh Texaq 37659

thilgre ]
ytona Beack: F!orjda.. L

Vlsltlng Thosglans .
. | Invite a:local drama group- from a high o
<7 .| school or cqliege, or a professional chil- "
: drens theatre company, to prese,n,t a’perfor-
manee based on well-k

stories: Sometimes the performers become *
i7" | so interested in the hook event that they
‘ participate in that as well. AnY after ofie

performance of a reading taken from the

| books of Judy Blume and Lois Duncan; . - |.
— .* | every book by the two authors was checked .|
|- “out of the library . within two days ‘Fora, . }:

listing of professional children! ‘theatre com-

panies, you might order the Dirfbctory of

Children’s Théatre in the United States, . | 5 e —————— T - _
, *|” available (for $9:00 as of this writing) fromé = | Schwaim. colytedy 81 The Pegidler Mafl . 5. '
= | fhe American Theatre Association; 100 Ver- . [ LT s e

mont Avenue. N W Wﬁshmgion. DQ T

. ‘ o ‘ L g :
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Reading Awards~ ~ 7T

"* *Reading Olympics . *

Progress Markers

*Supershooters
" Make Tracks -
But the Princlpal
Catch Me Reading .
= Secret Codes® '
* Book Report Picture. Grid
Book Puns ~ . TS
"Magazine &Tntenco Strips'

Game Corner
. Scrabble Squares
Can You Guess Your: -

Teacher's Favorite Book? .

Slmilarlty _f: - -

,

e

' 'Aqtlvltlos adaptable for
students of all ages.

“‘Especially suited . .
to hearlig imgalred childmn

ST

o Jlgsaw Puzzies - R

Ouutlon-ln-the-E'gg e f,-

Espeeiaﬂy for Teenagers Y

' 'Reamng Ratﬂc f .

e [ .

Book Battie

Best Book

Blllboard Cpptest
Reading Tickets
Hall of ',’,‘?,’T‘?,,,,

Best Seller List. e
~Graduate Board
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- projects hold school wide assemblies; invite .

. bOOKS.
' Several of the panel:sts who reviewed the
.in which any child could be labelled a loser,

* suggested that schools sponsor only com-
1. petitions that award every child. To minimize

| cording to whether they will appeal to the
-youngest, midd|#.or-oldest children. So that

.
-

“It amazes us that constructlon jjgper. ditto

pictures, colored markers, and glittertan be _

so;important to our students. But it is}
when you add their name, that's even:bette .

says Wylene, Hudson,. rring to the mding

‘prizés she devises as reading specialist in = - , 

the Skiatook, Oklahoma RIF project.
“Though it seems a very simple ectwnty it |s -

a succeseful form of motlvatlon "
Many youngsters like to c0mpete for pnzes

in reading just as they do in athietics. Some

the parents and honor the winners of intra--

class reading competitions. Children who ..

réad 5, 10; 15; or 25 books are given . °
certificates. Several programs even invest in -

attractive engraved trophies to award to
students who read an exceptlonal ‘number of

manuscnpt for this booklet, wary of contests

individual failure, one elementary school".

principal- quggested that youngstefs Eéﬁﬁ?e W‘;

as teams.
Another pan6h§t fébbi‘ﬁﬁiéﬁdéd thét éWérdé “r:'

on the number of pages or the number of

books read. This. practice would make it ; q:

yrofitable, for children to tackle challenging

books; afg aiso encourage slovgﬁreaders e

Reading Awards = . P
‘When Beth Pettit arrives- at the West Harlepf; A

‘RIF project at 7:15 A.M.—the program of
cuallygpegms at 9:00 A.M.—the joungste.

are waiting on the front steps of the ljb)
This West Harlem summer reading program’
es a point of seeing that sach child's :

mplishment is rewarded. And it is set up

:'80,that children can not only read books; but 1
. have the opportunity to discuss them with

ults as- well
oks for the summer. program are

roughly divided into three categones—-ac-

books can be re-shefved correctly; volunteers |

tag them with strips of paper color—coded to

cartons and placed in an area reserved for
that age group » .

Tl

e
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ledt@",géﬁ ,@,’QE@[‘;EGINS bY readlng

. Jong or challenging boaks; .Since:some.non-
readers are enrolled: oldék children can.aise
receive points by reading a book to a

younger. non-reader. -

a graduation ceremony. All children receive
certificates to indicate the number of. books

ceﬂiiu;ates and: hang them on the wall. .
Manyot the partlcipating ehinren who have

-"during the summer show, significant.gains

on standardizéd reading . testgin the fall—

_even though durlng'the sumimer. they read
" books’ below- thelrgiade level. Pettit

is convinced thaf children who read more -

_ [ read better, even if they read many easy

‘books. Lt

_*Reading Olymplce ) = o
*In South Strafford; Vermont, the RIF program

sponsored a school-wide Readirig Olympics

that used the children’'s interest in sports to

‘the school—teachers; students; custodians,

number of pages they read by themselves or
had .read to them. Each day they turned in |

school ‘was decorated wlth a mural of

teams, and an Glymplc ﬂag made by a _

volunteer P

. -l,_v LI

. Byron Center. Michigan.
o ih

3
LR

At the end of the summer, - the program holds_

:

they have read. Parents who ‘have never been |

‘ation_ceremonies. Some parents frame the e
. ."/ e

'she

motivate reading. For two weeks, everyone'in =

bus drivers; cooks; etc.—kept track of the = -

Olympic athletes, a large scoreboard for the _ .

= the first books the. seventh-graders had ever

1. older chlldren include sonte research . proj-

7-’-;5&, the end of: the Glymploe. parents Jmnt- 3

8d medals in"an awards ceremony. Followlng

" donated a camera bag to the top reader in

perl‘ormances were alse recogmzed top boy
and girl reader in each grade, and the three

~—highest readers in the school. Books wi h

‘ sports themes were featured at this bo
Jevent o e

"'*.‘

,___

" the tirﬂe she. donated to the Olyrnpnos
. said: i RN

Whjl didi dojﬁl rnade the collage of -
Olympic pictures: | made the medals- (over
100!) from- oardboard _yarn, ribbon, and

‘spray paint.'| helped the team captains )

* .with their daily tallying. F contacted the - -
parents and the Olympian to speak N

© afran:
" books in the  library. And 'I'read lots of -

Reynolds suggests that you maRe exphcut |

ground rules at the.outset, answering such
questions as:-Do boaoks: have to be at the
student's grade level?.How. about comic:
books?:gifould therg be ottier limits to the _

joks read? Tdadapt this activity to;

* ects: For example; they. mlght learn about
the onglnat Olympuc games held in Greece.- ..
Dld the Ol plcs motuvatvejeafding? FI
. .nolds thinks so. The increased use; e

- library, she says; was-a sure sign tha
edmethlng special was happening. Teaohers

.'bus drivers, and food service workers all

* commanted on the nimber of kids discuss-
iw the books they'd read. The teams

~ collectively read over. 100, 000 pages!-But

there were other, Smaller victorles Two. boys 7

team by. ‘e‘ﬁch readlng two books. They Were

‘\t

a:taik by-& Jonal Olympic athlete.(who: - . |

for a.special dispiay of sports\ ;'~ k -1
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~ Progress Markers R ® Under the Big Top: For a circus theme,
To enable chiidren to regster their readmg ' make a drawing-of a clown. The- progress

T=accomplishments in a hic yhly visible way, markers can be paper balloons; After chnl-
many p[g)ggt;: use progreéss markers, which dren have a specific number of | paper .
- | ~can be tied in with the theme for the balloons on ,thgfdfrawmg*they might win a
1 distribution or other book events. Some . real helium- fllled balloon.

NP> ‘examples of progress markers used in Read-
ing Is Fundamental programs include: ® Turn Over A New Leat: In the autumn, _
i hang a lar§e pictdre of a tree on a wall or a

_bulletin board. Chitdren can record their "

® Bookworms: ereﬁggnggl 7c7r9§tfed7 a large "progress on multicolored leaves displayed on
bookworm to decorate the school cafeteria. | or beneath the tree:
. ?ho?y se‘jgments were round pieces of paper e Bookometers and Othétgbgl'jipmejﬁf
at rea e : possibilities include a thermometer for-each

child, with a degree colored in for each book
read. Or consider trees with an apple for -

- each book read; houses with paper windows
that open outward to reveal the name._qof .
books read; ladders with titles of books read

on the rungs.
° Cu( the Principals Tie One Colorado

principal has found a way to eﬁé&u?étje
reading and to get rid of his old out-of-style
neckties: he cuts one inch off the bottont _

every time the students in his school read a
specitic number of books.

/ Child’s Name

Book

\ Author -

y Readmg Is Fun S

*Supershooters
One Pennsylvania school ran a highly suc-
cessful Supershooters Basketball Tourna-

Ieagues and each reading class was ran-
o ' domly divided into two teams, one in each
As children read books (or as kmdergar‘len league. Each team selected a captain who

or first-grade parents read to them), they was: responsible for keeping irdividual box
could add a segment to the bookworm. Each scores as well as team totals. Pupils scored
day, new segments_were-added. As the two_points for each “basket".{book read)
bookworm reached the exit; everyone knew it | plus an extra pomt if they wrote a briet
was time for the RIF distribution. When _ summary of the book: :

children returned to their classrooms follow- There were four games; each lasting'two

ing the didtribution, they found their desks | _~

decorated with an apple and. a green.. " od. The contest included intra-class competn-

pipecleaner worm. And the day after the tion; inter-class competition, and schoolwide

distribution, the bookworm (or RIF- erpﬁlllar)
had disappeared—it had been transformed

competmon between teams.

into a beautiful butterfly. The classroom libraries offered large num-.
... bers of books of high interest and appropri-
- ® Gumball Machine: Make a large paper | 44 reading levels to the teams. Some of the
gumball machine and place it on a bulletin highest scores were in classes that were
board in a prominent place. Assign each below grade level in reading and in the -
class a different color. As students read special education class. - .

books (or as they read at home for a
specified period of time); they can fill out a
colored | gumball with their name on it. At the

end of the contest, the class with the largest

number of gumballs on the poster wins a
prize—perhaps some real gumballs to cele- ! \

‘brate. —o | | | 44

41




- A
At the conclusion of each game, and also at

the end .of the tournament; winning teams

and “Most Valuable Players" were announced

over the school's public address system and NG _

invited to come to the otttcefto plck up. a - ] ifjjg%ﬁ’iﬁﬁﬁi Summer Read-
|5 ing \

more than seven books teceived a prize.

Make 'I'racks .
One school anounced that |ts mascot the

] M i‘ F
hearby enroll as a member in the £~ '

Readasaurus Summer Reading Club. /" -
1 :

and that by doing 8o | will-
students to help track hlm down and recap- _ iany super, éxtraordinary, fan-
ture him. As students read books, they ~ * | __J—"tastic. evciting adventures through
" recorded the title on a cutout of a Read- - / S skids bv il rales. regal
asaurus track. The tracks were displayed 7 laime 1o ;;’,';’;ibzﬁ% \promiseo. |
throughout the school: on walls, ceilings, / ) enjoy reading in the summertime.
and floors. When the tracks reached the . ' RULES: 1 Eviioy readifia
Readasaurus hiding place: the school held a o 2 Ko'o?track o?boaia read.
book.event. Afterwards, the school cap- - .

italized on the excntementby establishing a

reading club called the "Order of the

i

thelr chonce{ rec:ﬁd a gtft cegtfntgcgtfejrom
local merchants is activity could be
coordinated with a unit on: dmosaurs or

archeology.)

&
*Beat the Principal - '
Set a quota-of books_ that must b,e,!ejd
during a given time: two books per month
_for first-graders. three books per month for
second-to sixth-graders. For junior high and
high school students, the goal might be four
+. books per month. Record the progress
toward goals ona Iarge chart. o
Readasaurus.” Students qualified by reading As students meet their goal, have them go to
10 items; including at least five of the - _the principal’s office to read and receive a
following: 7 certificate of accomplishment. At the conclu-
A newspaper article s sion of the contest there could be a general
A magazine . . . prizé\for all students meeting the goal—a_
. A mystery . - trip to' a local rollerskatmg rink or a movie;
< A book about a famous person N for example :
A fairy tale
A book about sports or hobbies Catch Me Reading -
An adventure book Hold a contest in which students can tell
—A history Hook _ " | where on-the campus they might he
- A fact book—-places. plants: etc. - “caught” reading. Photograph the most ong-
" After an aduit certified that the books had | inal ideas and display the photos. Samples
been completed. students were inducted into | oM 0ne s°“°‘:l' I'"";l'“ged feading inside a
‘the "Qrder". They received an engraved ?°“sa°';°"° e o ranging ”ps', Z owa,
"honor certificate. a free book of their choice: rom al g' int he Igfym while curled up in an
and one ticket to the Readdsaurus film .. | SMPty library she '
festival held in the school. In addition. = Secretpggggﬁ o
students who qualified as members pf the . Have youngsters examine different klnds of .
“Official Readasaurus Superasaurus Fabu- codes. from the very simplest (A = = 2)
lousatops Club" {by reading 40 books of to the more complex. Then have thg g‘eyifsfe
their own secret code for sending messages
about their favorite bodks.- -
42
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Draw a Iarge plcture (20 by 36 inches) on
grid paper—or hand-grid regular paper.

(Hint: use an opaque projector to magmfy a
picture if you don't have access to a creative -

The pleture must plque the cunosnty of

students and motivate them to cooperate in

' completlng it.
"‘Decide on the categones of books students .

should read and write the categories across
the top of the grid. When a child reads a

book from one of the categories, he gets to
color in the corresponding grid square

across from his name. A variation on this L

idea would be to cover a large picture

completely with construction paper. As stu-
dents‘read books, they could uncover a

portion of the plcture
Book Puns

Older children delight in transformlng famil-.°

iar adages mte slogans about books and
reading. g

Examples R

. A book a day Reeps the blues away' '
A book in the hand is worth' ty”vo on the
shelf. )

, Read when: ready o
Have a book and a smlle

Dlsplag the slogans ‘on bulletln bqards and
posters: . .

.plcture§ Then'she writes:10.séntences, each

‘the children are Iearmng participles; the.

- activity, could be used to teach

B To keep th&stnps and the magazine to- .
gether, tapé a card to the front cover of the

Matchmgﬁgeﬁnﬁtence stnps to pictnres an -
lly with Rearing im-=-

paired children ‘at the Katzenbach School for

youngsters acquire. tﬁe sRuII of making edu-

cated guesses by searchmg for contextual
clues in their readtng )

RIF coordinator irene I:eonardl Ieafs through
issues of magazines looking for interesting .

of which describes a picture and illustrates

some principle of language: For example if

sentences could each contain a participle:: i ,
found a man riding a horse;” “} founda - -
woman who i§ wearing eyeglass? " This - -
jectives, or
could include ‘more complex sentences for *

older chlldren

Copy each sentence onto a s}tnp of tagboard
at least one inch longer than the magazme

magazine, 'leaving only the right side open;"

stnps can'be* stored in the pocket when not ~
in use: Number the magazine and the - =
sentence strips; this helps it they do become

separated

— . nllowsha )"u

" u"ull
ul hifis ol
ulon llol
cdhlio ollol s X
e 3l
wllesnibae jllucﬂ

ol ellilis ol

whenllol ¢ eynndly ulle
chlo ol
! ul dh'm |u||u (Smn"

e, ol |r| ha olinlh,

—_— —
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Students read.the strips; t_hen-search AP e’ﬁij@ Word Jumbles .Y ¥ o0 U0
through the magazine until they- fr,rzd,a 777777 Divide-the youngsters mto‘?é‘ams glvmg i
mgj,uﬁrfeﬁtrlaftimartghes They insert the strip each child a large.card marked with a single -
into the magazine ; *at that page and start witf .| letter. The letters of each team will spell a
another strlp Of coijrse, sometimes more word. At a signal, all the teams arrange thelr
‘be appropriate fora 4| leltered:cards into the proper spelling,-arid
the students have matched” s thp first correct team wins. the’gglr)g Try to
. all sentences with pictures; the teac 19T -balance “easy” and “hard” words so no .
_-adult ¢an check their work i : am scores a lopsided victory, and offer .
- | -stick out of the magazine ] ) rlze books to all the speller& '
-ngsaw Puzziés = . - - ' Character Riddles
Make jigsaw puzzles from.old paperback On flash cards write p,lugs,apggg cl’rargcters
covers mounted on heavy cardboard and cut on one side, names on-the other. Aftgethe
into irregular. pieces. For older students, you= group Teads a baok together, guess the: - . | -
. ¢an make “famous quote§ puzzles, foo ‘ mystery characters. You cah also play: this
. . .- .| game vyrtnflpcyyrdqaflicfhlldren by writing . -
oo game Corner : ‘clues for the books they keep iri cIassroam
~ | Set'up atable for commerclai readlng and-. libraries or at home
word, games in the classroom or library, and L . ' ‘ - -
encourage the cchildren to play the games Treasure Hunt- =~ ' o
alone or together.in thelr spare time: . Stage a treasure hunt using the game’s usual - ;a Lok
L B . i rules, pytigtﬁtne treasure be books and.the e '
gca:(r:ahbbll:,grq:eaggg a paper and pencil. Make clues be reading themes. For examiple, hide | = = °
a chaft v?th fhedads pap P i assorted boaks and tell the children to find ": o
ith tive squares across and five the ones that Yescribe jobs. Give pointsto ™ .|~~~ i

squares down. The first player-calls out a ) h Y
-letter of the alphabet. Each player writes that te::r: tj?t‘gl ?z:c:l%o:[?ﬁtt:?z:ﬂ)dbﬁ?d are: - Jd e

letter anywhere on the chart. The next player | gegcribes. Put the non-job books in a special

calls out another letter and everyone:puts it, - | - sije "When' all the books are collected; let | ;
too, on the chart.The object of the game is | ?ﬁé children choose among ther and allow g
to make as many words as possible from the | | g winning team a bonus book. '
letters; gomg upg/and down, or across {(as in ; A
jame ends when all squares A variation on this is a scavengeﬁrfhgnﬁtf best I
are filled. The player using the most letters played in the library. Give each child an ’
to form words wins. You can also play with - envelope with directiens for finding five - ! .
fewer squares, or allow words on the diago- . | books: Clues might be: find:abook abouta |'v
nal. Afterwards, players can exchange their -] dog; find a book of fairy tales; find a book ’
Scrabble squares and search for hidden for a young child who can't read yet; finda, | .
words. . - | book your father would fike; find a book of . |7 T
poems. This game provides a—gogdfgﬁpgortu-
' gggk?" 9“3-" Your Teacher’s Favg[l}te ity to teach the Dewey decimal system and
Teachers in a school found pictures of the .use of the refere e card flles :
- :| .themselves when they were nearly the same - iﬁgéﬁa;y ¥ - .
.+ |- age as the children they taught. On a large Have the children try to'identify.26 dlfTerent

.| . piece of paper, they mounted their pictures . | gbjects in the.room,-each one beginning
,and a brief description of the books they had | with a different letter of the alphabet. Set a :
" enjoyed at that'age. All the posters were time limit and have the children write:the™ ..
displayed in the school.entryway. Students name of each object next to the letter. Score. |}-"
tried to guess which teacher went witb one point for each object listed. (A variation - ;
which picture and which book was their’ on this game is to choose one letter and see
favorite. Winners _received a prize—an:extra who can find the most objects beginning
book of their choosing. Librarians reported with that Ietter) T <
that students were. espegially interested in ‘ I ‘ : o
readingetheir favorite teachers’ favorlte - . ' i
books . . ' o : :
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{ -blackboard; numbered to_ corrgspond with *

- ‘a'hula hoop (they are both round), or a

example of a rebus whlch is decoded as
saw a cat.” Draw_a rebus and have the
children decode it, either in a group or .
individually. Or, for older children, have each

child or group create a rebus that tells a -
story

Guestion In-the-Egg

hold women's stcckmgs) hide ruddles, word

games (like “Make three compound words
that begin with some), and general knowl-
edge questions (what is the capital of our -

state") Then hide the eggs; either outside or

in a room with lots of crannies; As children.
find the eggs, have them write ]thelr answers

to the questions on a large shdet or a

‘the nimbers of the,ques}lons gave the’
- children trade Questions'they cannot answer,

+ and keep some’ ‘easy ones in reserve for
children who are still stumped.. Try to see
that every ctuld can contribute ét least one

answer. . ;

Slmilarity o '

Cut out plctures from oid. magazines and.

- mount them on three-by-five- mch cards. The
. pictures can be of anything at ajl, but varuety

ut the _

" is important. Start by spreadlr% yut _
pictures face-up on a floor or tiple. The ﬁr§t;' .
player chocses a picture. The'rikit blayer -
must find another picture thati§in some way
similar or related to the first. Fof example; a
picture of a tire could be pau?ed with one of

. windshield wiper (both are parts of a car), or
» a picture of a road {the tire runs on a road), .
) cr ball (both dre made of rubber), or a

ece of-licorice (both are black and shiny),
etc _Players may challenge dne another to
explarn thelr chouces

2

‘Billboard C&

'Reading Raffle Lt

During the weeks before a. d|str|but|on

tonduct a reading.contest. Have youngsters
record their names and books read qn cards
and place them in a can|ster The day before

the distribution, names can be drawn for
prlzes—suchjs a Guiness Book of Worid
777777 ~certificate from: a local fast-
food outlst,a free pass to a movie. The more

students read, the better their chanccﬁ of_c
wnnnrng‘ o ol

Debates .
Hold: debates on current educatnonal isGt

Should schools go "back.to basics"? Is
-reading a declining skill in the age of
computers? Can teIevnslon teach? Be sure to

publicize the debatds.’ %
Book Battle '

‘Sponsor a book battle, modeled on the, )
-College Bow!; with preselected bodgk titles as
.the subject of the competition. Cdpile five

questions on each of three to five books.

Give each team; one minute to answer each
questlon Followung mtraschodl competatlon

Have a booR contest. in whlch students give
sales talks oh books and then the class votes .

on the-best. book o =

l?oster Contest : T
Conduct a contest for. the best.poster on .
books and have the winning entry re-

produced by a printer for publicity use.

ntest - ‘

FMold a billboard contest in which each
student 'advertises" his or her favorite book.
Perhaps the winning entry could be dis- '

played on a billboard; courtesy of an out- .
door sign company :

Followrng a RIF dlstrlbutlon youngsters ina
Pine Bluff,*Arkansas project were given a
chance td earn tickets entitling them -to
several rewards. They could earn a ticket by

reading their own books, a book swapped'

LY
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with a friend or classmate; or any book from
the library. After completing the books,
_students filled out information on the tickets,
mcludlng their.names; the title ‘of the books;

- and a brief description of the books. Then ~ j

" they talked mformally with a teacher, tellmg

bAoLil i o bt e et T

about the story and thg main characters:
Teachers signed the:tickets to validate them.
.Coordinator Pat Reese notes that this gave -
the students a chance for mfdrmal discus-

sions with teachers; without werry about
-grades. Tickets could purchase:

" ®@-items {such as popcorn) from a concesslon
stand 'set up in a reading teacherfs room,

e library time if homework and class assign-
ments were up to date;
® admission to a-space-age darice sponsdred

:y’

" by the project (the book event had featured as

space theme):

Pid it work'? In a.school wnth an enrollment
of 292; over 1,000 tlcRets were turned in for -

- rewards

L

‘I
° 0

Dtsplay the plctures af chlldren who have

read a specmed number of books in a .

plctures have been d|splayed

Best-Seller List

Ask each child to submit the name of his or
her favorite book. A commlttee can tabulate
the resultsand make up a “best-seller” list

b
5

for the entire group. Design a special honor

certlflcate,. photocopy it; and mail_it to the
authors of the wiRring books via their

publrshers ; 3

" Graduate Board

As graduation_time epprbaches mark older -
students readmg progress by . makmg them

“graduates™ of the book they have read. For .

each’ book or prolect c pleted (such as a
written or oral report, gfdescrigfion of a
favorite ‘character, etcf the student posts 3

- diploma in his/her nyftne on the board:
.ﬂ

i

«
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* Skill. in comprehendlng how-to manuals isa

technical society, The least amfulf way for

- youngsters to acquire this skill may be ¢
through the production of handicrafts:.if a )

youngster can become absorbed in bailding
~a Kite or constructing a puppet, igiérpreting
instructiofis is not-such an unpléasant drag

Handicrafts are also-an excelient way o
show some skeptical students that reading is
essential—not just for the world of academ-

|a, but also for the everyday practtcat WOrld

4

bine readtng sktlls with handicrafts.

*Kite Mtklng - T
If your students have trouble followrngf .

directions; tell them to go fly a kite: The :
Trout Lake, WlShington, RIF.project invoived.
students from grades K-8 in a variety of kite-
making’ projects. Kite making appeals to a

wide range of students; both those con-

cerned primarily with performance and con-

struction and those most interested in

aesthetics. 5

A display of kite-making ‘books was set up in
the library. Students consulted the books. to
decade on the desagn and construction
t6 iﬁirﬁdijée the 966665&3 to “how to”
books and the need for followmg directions .

exactly. _
Materials needed include wooden stacks

4

- colored tissue paper, tagboard, heavy paper .

cellophane tape; string, and mylar, as well as
crayons, pencils; and scissors. Also needed:

a large area for kite-making—this is ohe

activity that-needs space: 5
Different grades made differdnt kinds of

sample shape from tagboard (se6 illustra-

tion). Qlder students made mose complex

“ designs and used a greater variety of
materials

C

Parent volunteers helped students with theug

_kites; coordinator Laurie Sherburne found °
;| - that a ratio of about one adult to seven

enthusi about the project that they even
made kites of their owm , -

The activity ended; of course with a k|te-

children afas best. Some parents gotso
Stic

flying co\ntest Bt e




’RndthuluMoton“T" et
“The_ Maumee; Ohio; RIF project expanded on
“thé T-shirt idea. Youngste#s brought in shirts - |
to be:silkscreened, and everyone wore them . ;

tion; as the children read their books; ,
“teachers recorded'the titles on their T-shirts |-
.in waterproof marker. The more books stu-/ :

dents read, the more tities decorated their-'
-| shirts. Teachers also _hung clotheslines in’
the halls outside: their rooms. Studente

colored paper T-shirts wrote their names

David: Abbot says that “the kids kept mermg

antioad by fhdnnthsaghocdhdl b gl e e —

their T-shirts until they.wore out or they, -
outgrew them. The-following year ‘when we
golected a new theme for RIFE, the kids gtil}

wanted to tecord the book titles'on thei; T

"‘Readlng T-Shirts* : shirts.” o
"It you want to encol.Lrage readu;g. get the Fa S SN -
alry Tale eaotle ] : .
youngsters to wear Fihjrg§7W[th§|CLg§D§7 Ma{?e a large fairy tale castle putofa - k.
B T e O mictey,. | refrigerator or other appliance box. In the *
. rea at was the idea behind the Mitchell,. | ¢, "¢ ¢ out a section large enough to
= | South Dakota; RIF project’s T-shirt destgn * .| display a roll of paper. Have.children illus-
contest. . trate their favorite fairy tales on rolisof
, Ihe;ggg §V§57§I7FQQ|§ 7Sjgggnts in. each grade paper, insert them)nto the castle and have a-
' -developed a reading slogan, winners were - “day at the movies.” . . .
“picked for each grade and volunteers silk- - J(. : ot
screened the winning designs on shirts-the Autograph Plliows" ]
students brought to school. The local news- - Have some home economics students—bgys
paper publicized the winning slogans .| and girls—make autograph pillows. DeCoyate

the pillows with an appliqued bopkwo

| Coordinator Ray Wiliard thoug ht it would be Students can sign the pillows; write J
oy s gy et e | 2 1 ol Sk bneath el e
,,,,,,,,, |UdS _woulld actually. want tO \ ' il ie re
the shirts;” he says. “We figured maybe 50 or and use the pn Iows to(a it on Wh ' admg
so—but just to be safe, we ordered enough Butterﬂlos Are Free : '
matgrials for silkscreening 250 shirts.” Over - 1. After reading a story about butterfhes, one
1100 students showed up with shirts to be ‘teacher in San Diego, California, had the:
sulksoreened . | children draw and color:their own butterflies. _

These were hung from coat hangers and

-,beously‘ the Mitchell project was on to suspended from the ceilmg in the reading

something. Since that time; they have had

. | the three. most popular designs commercially | €orne-. ) O o 4

printed, and they now:sell.them to children, Stund-u Storiés : . '
using the small profits to support their .Have. iﬁepchildre’ draw and coldr.on pieces |-
heading activities. J‘hfeyfhfayfefagye;t)isgqlnw of paper five or-m@ré scenes telling the story
nationdl magazines and have sold th& shirts of & favorits book. Be sure ‘ail the papers are -

| 8t.several regional meetings. the same size: Tape the edges together so
But the greatest reward, of course; is seemg . |. the sheets are in sequence. Fold back and
two first-graders wearing shirts that say torth accordion style and: stand on end to

“Cuddle Up With a Book” as they snuggle display. A PR -

; into their parents’ arms for story time:

to a RIF distribution. Following the distribu- PN

[
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“.out or th me—diménmonal flgures ag ’ihst a’
. painted background. it can be larg
attmg) or small (a n miniaturb Eé

children can. coopi‘iﬁte on the pf;

a Iarge dlorama based on a bo < read-. -

ver '_Widiiil , R &
dlcramas for thélrfmrité bﬁi -J .

P ., o - .-.,.;

e ~
F{ave the group coﬂaboi'ate on amural T
representmg a book they have enjoyed . ‘1
together. Discuss which events and charac-
.| ters they would like to portray, then let each
:‘ . child choose a subjgct.- Assign @ach child a
space on the mural Murals can 7be made

(w[appmg paper roll paper. or news rint ,
‘When the mural-is completed, tind space | io o
_display it. To incredse the visibility of your
. reading activities, consider asking a local -.

zhant, a shoppmg centen or your city:

of tradmonal quﬂtmg patterns, ernphaslzn g
_the simipliclty in the design. Then give each"

~ child a square of fabric and some fabric/
crayons. Have them decorate the sqnarg' v
a favorite scene or character from.a book.

- and 'sign and date, their square. Volunteers

can sew the squares together, add the -
battmg and backing. and quiit.

. / ";’..:.){ .
supCr Book. - - :
Halp the children maRe an oversnzed versnon
of a story. With large pieces of heavy

" cardboard (or even wallboard), make the.

cover. It should be sturdy and well balanced '
enough {o stand on the floor. On cardboard
pages, illustrate scenes from the story, with

pertinent sections'of narrative copled on the .
bottom of each; page :
Book People

Have.each chlld Make a book person 8]
represent his or her favorite book. Use -
constfustion paper.to reproduce the book's
cover ‘Aftakch a paper head; arms:and legs to
the cover torso. {Jse dialogue balloons to

record what aach-book person is saying
about his or her:story. Mount the book
people arourid-the reading room.

~ {on both siges) and cut out his or her

f. favorite characters. Coristruct:the mobile
"'from wire hangers arranged in tiers; and
attach the characters with string. Let the
riwbile swing ln the mwaze, .

phabst Son

“hame- -and/or'the titie of the hook: they

R sate;:ted and. glue these lettefsiothg dark,- .
oloréd paper. Children who are really in-. -

/gived may also look for the names of

aractérs; vocabutary wordi and so on K

/Book Buttons . -
/ Have each §tudént make a ﬁuttfonf Wlth hvavv

cardboard and feft pens prociaiming a
tavorite book slogan: ,"Boolimmemat
Friends’; “Have You Hugged Your.Book

Today?" etc. Glue a pin to the back of- each
button, or attach a piece of tape that sticks -
on ‘both sides 36 the childremdan wear their

buttons

book characters:.Each chlld can draw; colqr

-, Give children dafk-coiorod construcxiou pa-"f g
per and uncooked alphabet pasta. Encour- =~ .| . .
e the children-to find the letters oﬁtheir ‘-,:=_-:: | AR

Flerp\are some slmple ideas for makmg
pupbcts ~

-® Stlck Puppots Draw and color _your favor-
iﬁtpﬁpgggfqharqptan -animal, person, etc. Use
; stiff paper or cardboard if you want your
" puppet to stand up straight. Tape a strip of

back. af your puppet for a handle* _

b
i )

* heavy cardboard or an Ice cream stick to the [~ =




—

0 Paper BagPuppete Flatten a_paper bag at
the beftom. Draw_a face on the flattened

- bottom; Giue or draw on hair, nose, clothes;,

etc. Make & mouth atthe bottom &dge of the
bag so that it appears fo move when your
hand |s InS|de

the two ends hang down. Paste a small »
picture on_the twisted part of the pipe
cleaner~the two ends ‘become legs. Or

move your index and middle finger to make

‘|, the puppet walk.Anather finger puppét can

be made by cutting 3 figure out of heavy
paper or cardboard about three inches high

leaving a tab at the bottom with two holes -
for your fingers. Your fingers become the
legs of the puppet. -

e Gleve Pnppetr Decorate each fmger on -
an old glove with a different facge. Try using

/| » Sock Puppets: Stuff an sid sock with rags.”

- hair, eyes, etc., and use like a stick puppet.
_-_Or stuff a tissue into°the toe of an old sock:
Tie it off for the nose. Add the eyes, hair, and

I LI

.; -

yarn for hair, embroidery floss‘!e*f features
etc.

Push a stick or ruler into the puppet and tie _

it with strinmg or a rubber band. Add a face,

ears. Then put your hand in and tuck the

heel of the sock under your thumb to make C/'-" S

.the mouytr : e S

Reading l?lace Mats

Cut a square—approximately_ 8 by 0 - - —\ [
mches—from a Iarge sheet of constructlon =

(4

. - (“tlln n"u“ll ()nv"ll u’ﬁmlm y"l

Al (|||||u olnlhy . ()-mma ullunlm
ehen Nl (" TR I ()Ir
b allally r)mlllu ull m )"u
-l ("I"I .

ohin ||u| ("l'lll ullullu (\uull ||||

(llulm nllullu el ull-ml. syl
|| (||||n :

paper. In the squdre, place a copy of a story

each child has written: Back the square with
a rectangular sheet of .construction #er :

{11 by 17 inches) and trim into an’ova l-iafvfeﬁ
the chlldren decorate the constructlon paper

cover them with clear, self—fstrfckmg paper. A

great gift! Older students can: wnte poems o
on their place mats. : .

Flannel Board
Have the children make cut-out characters

for a number of stories, and glue a small bit
of flannel to the back of each character. The
flannel will grip the character to the Hiannel_
Vt{ofa[gflfetftﬁe children take turns manipuolat-
ing the characters on the board to tell the

stories. This is also a good project for

teénagers to perform for younger children.

.







" bon't Judge a Bo
- Before _this activity, have

* tion books with du)l covers. D
| -books-on-the libtary'tables so H

the library shplves many fictirx@n and nonflc- -

play these.

~ may check out any gt
[ -to make-sure the?'g

through tbg pa,qéé
elections. will_hold their

ution them to

them compose blurbs and create new book:

-jackets appealing enough to* make other

students want to réad the books

Judges can select winmng book- covars .
which can then be slipped on the books and

covered with protective plastic. Other entries

school that tried this cantest.reports that

even today, ‘students are still checking out
the winning entries; books that might not
have seen much circulafu)n because of their ..

drab covers. Students also .learned that it's’

important to look inside a book before
blindly selecting or rejectong it . e

*Booksheives

\i- pes

dentLu

|- interest. After they have read the books, have -

. can be'displayed throughout the school: One |

. _‘,

v

Help the students build a set of bookshelves ;

in their room for sharing books. Perhaps a
local building supply store would dgnate

scrap plywood and bricks. Or a moreé
sophisticated version could be constructed

with the aid of a siop teacher, a local
carpenter, or handy parents Thls is also a

¥l

- .} Or ask-a fireman to vis
" explain the constructio

m,aeka

-| Older students will en]oy researehing the
-'-"origin and use of the mask throughout the

- ages. Have them collect and display plctures

-_of people wearing masks—ski- masks, fire-.
" men’s masks, Mardi-Gras masks, and- masks

-from’ different cultures. A discussion gn why

‘pedple-wear masks apd what they- mean can”"
be followed by a visit to a‘mask collgetien at
a local museum, if ypu{

kttta school and

of:g firefighting -
mask. Then have each stut

of-their favorite book characters; and parade
through the school wearing them

iy
} it.constructa - |
. mask of his or hercwh destgn.f Lo

. Primary students can make paper ! bag iasks

community has.one..- |-

PRY
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- |.-sters;-it's-best-to-specily
sultdble far, trade-ins, unless you have the -
- timie to screen out the ribqué ‘titles and other

. Say tw

- they trade buoks.

Itloh. fs

The book swap, a venerebte RIF

a good multiplier of resources..

should be votuntary. Young children, in

- particular, often love their books too much -

to part with them. Second; for older \ young-
)63 of books

here: are Mo X
‘caveats 1o keep In.mind: First the book swap -

r for Teenagers

 Schooiwide Book Swap

Twice a year, one junior high asks students
- to.-bring in books they're willing to swap. -

Student body officers man the stations.

Inapproprlate books thet might be donated

One prlndipel asked  parents to brlng 0

school alythe old story books that were
gathering/dust on the[r shelves; nearly 500

dation of the Trading.Post. Each

Friday for a.half-hour prior to the conclusion

of school th

room becomes the

ning

~ trading post. Children bring a book from'.

home,; search through the books dispiayed
for one they'd like to read, and trade. . -
Although children can keep the books if they

wish; most | tétarn them to the school

ing their books everyons' reeds silently untll

the buses arrive

ri!'e‘ a Paperbedg,(s:WAv.P)

One ele ntary school library haecreated
an exchange and-reading cafner. Students
bring a book from home, trade it for one of
the othé¥s available (many of which were
originally: donated by ?arents or purchased
with moriey from the-library budget), then

settle inte a bean bag chair to read. Children -
~ cooperate in. making the éxchange & place -

‘for special books and not just g dumplng
ground for rejected books from thei

enjoy the jumble of books on the tablé‘

‘ they d0h t bother with orgennzmg them

the group to the
| ring their book bage—-e
brown lunch bag with. an advertisement

uJuncg end perheﬁp

their books in smal

cipal becomes a “trader”

kgrougﬁfter they fmish

o

libraries. The librarians sdy that ‘stud g e

s partlclgant one ticket for pach book do- _

1TSS WY

membors. Aand atudent body officers cetegor- i

ize the books. On Swap Day, students in
_English cldsses come to the gym, and

exchange their tickets for new books. In the

a school’s last book swap 400 students do-
- | nated 3,671 books. The RIF p

ect coordina-
~ tor suggests that parents be asked to screen

- books and send only thbee sultable for the
_age group, ..

' Used Book Store. ’
.- Students can exchange books and gann
_experience in retalling when they run a

‘'school-wide used book store: Older students'j
- record the number of books donated by

each, , alphabetize the names, and run: the

boaokstone on a one-book-in, one-book-out

basis. In_one school, the 300 chiftiren

‘swapped over 1500 books dUrlng one month

' Book Swap Dance - |
~ One junior high school spoheored lh efter-

school dance: Admission: oneé.paperback
. book that the: etudent had enjoyed. Books

those who weren't danclng something to do) - '

and afterwards everyone took home a new
paperback You mlght Iriclude 'some dances

bartner N

Ll

“gtiw *
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- Project & Story:

. tibeuncRimfor .

' Choral Stoties -
. A Day at the Movies
Reading Corner ‘
.Spuggle Up and Read

":r“‘ '8 Blt of Suspon» L

'Sumlnod Silent ﬁmmg

';1 =

LN .

Do

Book Review File
- -Read about Riadlng
—— Gradc a Bﬁék

studams uf Ill iﬁﬁ.

'Recommendation Board: &
- Our Own Card Catalogue ;

 Wotivities adaptable for - ;- "¢ -

Q L . '
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th a]l ideas to motivate reading have to

involve a lot of planning, take up a lot of

time,; and:involve special props and cos-
tumes. All of the ideas in this section are
easy to organize and easy to carry out. And
best of all; they work:

_-Each Day a Bit of Suspsnse

Set three to five books on the ledge of a - -
thalkhoard 8o that all the childen can see

them: Tape record a part of one of the

stories and play it to the children. Ask .
students to guess; based on the title and

cover of the b k; which book they think it

was and why. This is a great way to introduce
children to a number of boeks before a book

event.
Or start readrngﬁa book to the group. but -

don't finish it. Have students guess the end,

write the rest of the story, and compare their

. eéndings with the original. Let those who

The group _can Ilteraiiy read a story together
if you print it on transparencies and project .

it in_a darkened room: This might be
oarticUIarly fun with younger children.

For non-readers enrolled in Rlndergarten or

preschool, free play time can occasionally

provide a few minutes to stimulate reading:
Set out a number of books on a table before

free time, |f.children cong regate around the

table; the teacher should give them a chance:
to leaf through the books. After a few:
minutes, the,teacher can offer to read a

Choral Storles ' .

Read a story with arefraln and have the .
children chime in. This is a gogd way.to glve
preschoolers the feelrng that-they are help-

-{-.ing you “read.” Stories such as “Millions of

Cats” or “The Little Engine That Could”

. would be possible chorces

-

,' A Day at the llovles S

- Find two or three short films related to

favorite children’s books.. Pop some popcorn'

and invite the youngsters to settle ih for a,_

pleasant afternoon; The. films can be fol- -
~lowed by:a RIF dJStrlbutgx. atrip to the

y or,any other aotl‘vrty centered around

. e

vz ~

L IR
.

i

. full of pillows; or other innovative places to

“distributors will’ give away outdated edrtrons

|.ber to “Snuggle Up With a Book." Each

RS SRR
~

Readlng COmer

Set up a reading corner where youngstefs
might go during lunch or other free time to.
read. Include well-stocked bookshelves ant

comfortahle seating: a couch, an old bathtub

read. {One RIF project used a converted .

'Volkswagon ) The youngsters will- apprecrate
1 ot it °

if they conat

the corner even mo
themselves

magaz'ines of all typés—news and teature
—Edult and iuvenile Sometimes local book - -

of magazines : 3

Students, faculty. and statt ata North :
Carolina school set aside-a week in Decem- -

"with a favorite book and a stuffed animal or

e. For the next -
scaped into the .

pillow they brought from h

actlvmes

.

R
o §

' world of reading, then tooR up therr daily = 1%




'Suetelned Sllent Rudlmﬁ
(SSR) or by any other name:

DE

RINGO—Reading Is Now Going On

US

ElP—Bea;Lin Peace. ,,
~ 1 SQUIRT= —Super’ QﬁlerUnlnterruptw Inal-

wd

spend too_much time teaching reading and
not enough time letting youngstersg'r:g
and enjoy reading. Sustaiged Silerit

gives them that time:
How does SSR work?

- for themselves or to share!

@O

. in SSR.

. Everyone{(including staff) readsf

. No one (lncludlng staff) rQads a
- or anythlng connected with

. Establlsh a regular period-for SSR. To be ‘

. Advertise SSR with posters, book q|s~

- Make reading material accessible. to

. Devplop SSR guidelines, explam them. to

. Have students select their reading mate-
- During the selection-period; teachers can

. Invite others—parents, volunteers, any-

AR—Drop Everything, and. Ftead
SR—Unlnterrupted Sueteined Silent Read-

;.

Rechmmendetlon Board
Mgké a large postér or bulletln board
labelled "I Think These Are Great. Books.”

Students can Iist book tities and sheir

ual Reading Tlrne

: No reports are-required; no records kept
and no questlons asked ab0ut what is -
réad..

hool wbrk :
This is not an extra study hall. . _

S T T e N e T

classes have SSR on Monday. math
classes on Tuesdays, and so on. Others

schedule SSR every day before lunch or
the last haii hour on Friday.

plays, etc.

everyone Collect a varlety of readlng

Encourage students to brigg in material

the students. put them ln WntlngL and -
. Generally,

the cardinal rule is “No. Talklng—not
even to ask word meanings.”

rial before the SSR period begins:

share, recommend, and encourage.

one visiting the bunldlng—-to partncnpate .

H

i ,appeare in-a library - wilk maR‘“fh’“b‘ooRs

. Read abo

. llbrary for other appropnate books

L~ie
et

-‘easler for other etudents to locete

' 'Our Own Card Clteloyue

As youngsters read books,. have them flll oat
a three-by-five-inch card with the title of the

~ | ook, the author's name, and a few sen-

“ tences that tell what the book is about: File

the cards and keep them for students

5 Iooklng for a booR to read.

Book Review Flle 2. ) e
" Maintain files of book reviews. Include

-

reviews by older studehts; _professionat jour-

nalg (like Horn Book and School Library
Journal), trade magazines, and newspapers.

Students can prectlce efphabetizing by flllng 1 »

the revie ews

Reedlng
Have the g
-the importance of reading, and then discus:
why R lng was important to the character,
and whether the point appliés to their own-

- gituations.: The Narrative of the Life of

-Frederick Douglass contains a particularly . _

moving section -on learning to read that
would be an excellent selection for older:

students. Check the subject files in the

grade a Book -
hildren are Usuglly on. o recelvlng end of.
the-grading procdss. why not let them give

the grades for a cNange? Make a large chart

. on which students tan record the name of -
" the books they-have read, their own namés, ,
and letter-grades with accompanying com-

ments: A is éxcellent; B is.good, Cis-

average, D not good and E is terrible.
"Provide space for more than. one student to"-

grade each book: At the end of the week or
month; the book that receives the best grade
is named “Honor Roll Book."” U

up réad storles that demonstrate . :,_
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Parents are thelr Ehlldren s first and. most' ;

2 e

- important teachers. Parents who are readers
“are.much more likely to rear children who
tove books."Obvlously,’ then, motivational

activities are most I|kely to succeed if; they

rnclude parents

Thls sectlon presents a number ot ideas for
- involving parents in-your: reading program.

: |n eIementary schools

onth i oL

"Warm Up to Reading:* As part of | Rally
S; Round Reading Month’ each student: 18§
- given & bookmark thertiigmeter'and a.

2 of readnng for pleasure at least 15 minutes”
- per day. (For younger children, being. read to
“their thermometers and record the total
readung t|me S -

Classes keep} thermometer ‘marked off in -
five-hour intghvals, outside;their doors. -

School buildings Keep large thermometers

e

wude total each week. - R o

Top prepare parents for the|r part mthis
activity, the St. Peter. Parents for BIF send
home a calendar of activities and a note to _
at home:

ip?how an |ntere§tn m the 'Reading Warm-

u

@ Help flnd a safe pIate for the Chl|dS
bookmark thermometer.. .

@ Help: record reading time if necessary,

0 Set ‘aside 15 mnnutes a day when the: whole

:can “Turn off TV and turn on reading!"

b éoordinator Anne Erickson has developed

three calendars of activities for preschool,

|ncIude such slmple actwltles as takmg a

things they see to more complex tasks, such
" as finding out something new about George
Washlngton on his b|rthday

~

.

 ——

years, students havesurpassed th,elr reading

goal. And while there is no formal evaluation
of students’ participation with their families;
Erickson says that many families expressed

partnculauntereSt |n the ' Read inPeace”

" Ali of the activities are suntable for chlldren

. for 15 minutes counts.) Each day, they color .

)
N

B R

each family outlmlng four things thgg?:an do-

62

When, Minnesota Snow blows outsu,de stu-- '.(' | )
dents- in the St. Peter- schools arg‘jnvited tol |

.
oat‘ ;

and the St. Peter 'newspaper’ pnnts the city- | .' L

“primary, and upper elementary grades: These -

Parentl li Readln§ Partners

New York tat'egsrig?tor James Bort‘d\‘ran has .

launched a prog ,td ‘ancourage pérents to
participate in'thei? chlldren s_éducation,-The

. program is simple: every evening, parents

read or listen to their children read for at
least 15 minutes. Dondvan's office sends out

brochures explaining the progfam (over

360,000 so far). Schools are-encouraged to -
present certificates to tamllnes completlng '

' the program o £

Ihla certmee that the
Family has réad a minfmum ot 15 -
mlnutu each day for 21 days wlth

., Who IS Aow an

omclal member of the Top of the Hill .. .
Gang. . 2

- e . 1

is presented_
_ thls cortmcate of accomphshment

- -

tetters Home )
- Offer these tips to parents:
1. Have a regular time to read to your chlld )

each day.

2. Choose a time without lnterruptlons from
© television or telephone.
3. Be sure your child can see the words and
 pictures:
4, Use expresslon but don't be too dramat-
ic. ‘ .
5. Make sure readlng t|me is a fun time:

In a letter to parents; one RIF project .
suggested some simple activities to help

improve their children's reading skills. The .
letter included these suggestions:

® Have your children’ read stories to you or to :

themselves.

® Have your chlidren glve a short summary

-understandlng What happened'? Why do you

' thmk it went that way? What do you think

might happen_next? Why? How did the _
character.feel? Havi: yoy ever felt that way?

What did you do about it? Could this story.
really happen or.is'it make-believe? Does
this story remind you of another story'> In
what way'? N

-
’
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(Srory Hour i

‘Story Hour D

- SUNDAY - FRIﬁAY " 1| SATURDAY .
i ;1 Let your chilg | Talk about
; | llyoua ¥ colors: Ask for
2 ,schbole‘rs lea Ianguage by doing. .. by plaging . b y ) f""r;fn”:z:“"y | :L':‘g:t'r“‘a:“:m
.  touching . :: by pretending . /by reading ... . by talking ... ¢ | picturs, | d, gren, -
L by sharing time with others, young and old! Limit TV. O - o,
g (,‘;jaboutehoursperweek” B S Q | D !
: ! : }‘ i o B .lﬁrj,;;.. ,A.,,,.wwA_:4_,“,‘..A.__.__A.;'.‘ ‘. :f,“,?‘,; DUTIN WP I S "f L e
b [Famigbey * |Cutoomic |Labelibings | Payagame, [Lelyourchid |Makeajurk |WALK
I strlps-*have .| aroung the - . | Ask your child | see you read. | box for things | outdoors with vV |1
e e child put | house: door; | to.put th'i'ngé TODAY, and - | jour child .+ [ your child . 1
READ 'fp%{‘uzes in / chilr table On, undet & ﬂ ,;i finds an waIR§ TALK gbout (e R
R .m[der oe. | beside, 7 tips, de. - thmgsyousee e N
L D Sor?Hour 'SrorrHouf‘D f:;;;?:t’e D,.,ﬁ!?\Squeeze D L g/ i
N = ! f,) : T (P - . , : : o — . - ’ P L AN
Family Dy | Have yaur “tookoutg - tookoutthe |Needa ' - [Poitout | ASYougo o | ‘
i ) chnld it - { window=talk ° wor;dqw again.  fvalentine, for | different words* a ride, watch
N eterd out and ahout the This tie it your child?”" . | on cans and " | for Sigis Head
{ | READ. Irytomaich | things you see: | whatyour | How dhoutd |patkages . ['Woids.: ‘
- the Gngs-alike. | *Story Four | child ségs. © | book? | Aelpers togethei '
el | Story our e | A gttt Hugr' .
| | E ; D -u Rts’ e w | ¥ D
” Family Day | Helpyour . Read fojour Usg“pjrcld"* "P'ié'y@ . ," '7_Lféi96'tiiéhila Fed pors
o cfigwielo |chid dsk | ectanleor,. |quessng  [hepuith - jormuray
o | rlafivesor - AWHOand | ‘square.’ Find |gameatthe * |grocery | Mhymes
';LH'AEAD _;-frlevnds‘ * /| WHAT about . | things that fit | nightmeal. . |-shoppingby - |
AT ’i the stones "I the words.  ¢| “Guess. whetl fj'ridi_'rigt_hi'rjgéi e
S i didtodw"_, | onthe shelf— | T —
D 'Srory Hour 'Stbty HourD S . D
| Family 539_‘.1 Make a lst of | Walk with jour MaRe : Hme oo Bé&iiﬁi% T
| |your childs | child. ljse somethmg in | child drawa L ‘
o favotite books | wohds ke | the'kitchen p;chrgqfﬁf .| 8
READ or stories. ‘biggest” together -|-somegne in a e
‘ smaNer Gl book. |
; . ' A . | : g | '
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MONDAY

TUESDAY

| WEDNESDAY

| THURPAY

FRIDAY

| sﬁum |
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)

R

the calendar

. Make an XJn the box each day you do an actwuty ||sted on

\

3

M P—-Read in Péace-Fmd a qu|et plaee away from any nolseI \~

—

IRIR -
.| Read in Peacs!

-

(20 min) - . -

"=

[

' Readlng

e

" ~
- i
¢
<!
“
.
. ' .

| ke abook—

button with _
| cardboard and felt

| pens procla|m|ng

Wear your book -

t0 school;

_ *v,ﬁﬁi _

‘“POETRY o

Read,aloud!
Wite s,
too!

.| someone in

| Read 165
Jounger
peson (o

R

RIP;
Heaﬁ;in“Pea‘é

| Fig 10w

‘Make a list to

words around
i hoise.

e

e

took for s -{. - 1]

WOI" , D

a book dlogen. | your farily) .. | shae, “
] Glueaplnto“ : — A B | .
%D theback 'D Q Q 3 {D q | | D
- . ot U_ - —
Famlly Day _",1 Bedtime ,| Aead glita < RIP yFindout Tell someone | Read a recipe:
3 Al Reading fammgper§on | 20 mm) something , - [about v | Make
At Tbemin | |about 1 | somethingyou | somathing for
| READ Wy | Febiary L 'lvaiéh'tine's ;\& read this week. | the famllyto
N L, ‘;]‘. b ; - Day ‘ | ‘f _( em TR
,/, P D - .-],.‘, / | ,i- - D o B | :‘g- L _.D_'
iyt AR | Bedime Read - Lookata rw Readastory’
i (20 mm) . Readlng somethlng fo, (book. . today! . - | inthe .
_ .. o . {someonein | . .| newspaper
READ \ S i | your farmily | | Asksomeone
e A A s )l =T | thenew
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| READ

Fanily Day

i

- | school.

Sy youté?émlly

Share at

b | :Citoutwords
from 2 newspaper,

Use them to write
a sentence, 8
Igtter, ate.

Eusten ta
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for your RIF
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‘Reading.
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- MONDAY

{ "TH'ESBKY |

WEGNESOAT

THURSDIY |

FHIDAY '

SATURDAY

'-—,', .
LAty

Make an % In the Box each day \ you do an actlvny Ilsted on

-the calendar

o What |s

Groundhog
Day? Look it

r

| &bt Grotind

Tall Soigona

Ho’g Day!

Head
somethmg ln
e neyvkpapqr

| Landston

Postry Duy

‘Reqd aloud!
Write some
tool

Hughes-—Why
s e famous?

' Ry

g

| Read gbout

Charles
Dickens. Born

RlP. ’r
(20 Mln)

U

| ‘ ,,‘ up ‘_.;'f, _";'.:_ S
 RIR=Readin Peace—nndaqu'et placeawavfrom ayoisel | -l Al

nawspeper

article—shars |
| with the:family

g

| Faily Oy
s
READ

.| with find

Trade d ok

| Lincoln. Bggn

Lok i
Abrgham.

Wy

- | news article.
| Fabruary. |

Reada

Read atiot
th gem for

| Readts
(someone |n

your fam|ly

Family Day
READ

CIRIP
T

g 'Bedtlme

)
| | |
. , ‘

Reada
Headmg

thie faiy

s HIFDAY
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something for
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to someong.-

| Find
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| Faily Dy

| Wake a lst af
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Iy
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1 and srsters i

; Suner.Eager Readers

L

. Perhaps yoﬂr child could send a short

- summary to a grandparent, uncle or friend:
- ® Have your child draw sequential pictures of
" the story, What. happened fifst) next, 1a7s7t?"
--Why not have your, chlld change the en;dln
~ of the story? v

'~ ® Have fun readlng togetheg. L

Brlhé Back. the.Bedtime Sipry - s
One RIF-project was so ins@ired by the

Reading Is Fundame

7777777777777777 Brmg Back the
- Bedtime Story” pub Service announce- "
ment§vat they blew the ad up to ppster size- J

de it the focus of an entire distriby-
udents were as1<ed to recyll their :
memdties of being read to before bedtime - -
whgnthey were younger.and were urged to -

start reading' to their own children every day’
frontfhetrme they were three months:old. All )

classes read “Pat the Bunny" and discussed
why it is a tme' exampte of a book for very .

‘They all wanted Pat the Bunny" at the ,
dlstrlbutlon of course but eVen ‘more |mpor- )

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

home Parents reported belng urged by older
subllngs to read t,(f) thenr ‘younger brothers

d to an adult for ten 10+
oy also asked an adult to
@ee number of times. £
the%e reqmrements recelved a certmcate of
L‘agp?écuatlon [ , .

Minnesota school fostered at- home r.ead-

“|.~program, st

.,-lnches apart. .

< "Along with the sunflower seeds, y% might

_ T
a Super Eager Reader rron:owtransfertor a

“T-shirt. Students could wear. theip’ shirts any

time they wished, but all studenfs wore them

nts could garf ex{ra iro

.@n RIF cﬂstrlbugon day. Qurlr%gthe five-week

_stars for the shurts? readi
“specified perlod-h—1%%mutes' er day for

- gradgs.K-2, 15 minutes per day for grades

+ 6.

One creative voJunteerbuilt a'latge:
phone booth in the'school entrance. Each

week, one “"Super Reader’ ‘{drawn at random

from the list of all those who qualified to

receive’a star) had hls or her- pucture taken in
. the phone: booth : ‘

a
i

Sunflowers

To encourage summer ‘at-home readlng, one -

RIF project gave a packet of sunflower seeds
to_each child at the last distribution. Also

- included were growing-and plantlng |nstruc-

. Ihls summer ,' ‘ cg
Plant a sunflower seed . . PR
. Give |t7water and sun. - ¥

Then sit underneath it N a
and READ FOR FUN L

Growung mstructuons

‘How to Plant Your Sunflowers Sow %ch
soil oneshalf inch deep.. Space plants
“and pne-haif tbo two mches in rows: twd

¥

" How and When to Harvest Your Sunflowersi
.+The plants are ready when the back:af the
ripe sunflower head is brown'and dry. If you

" want to-feed the blrds Ieave the plants.
-"standing inthe garden If.you want to save

~the seeds for yourself, cover the heads-with -
r bags-or cut them off with a foot-or two

?' ogtem and_hang to dry-in a shed: Whén thie -

heads'at‘e‘-dry break out the seeds and storé

" mustlness

pass out a summer reading list. O chool .
-catled theirs *What to Read After YQu've
Read All the Judy Blume Books. ",tn he fall

children.can compare the number &f see

: that grew, the height. of the tallest plant, the

d‘iameter of the center of the largest flower

.ahd—of course—the books: Ahey enjoyed
readmg while-sitting 1n the shade of the
5unﬂowers . i -

e,




. _ K - I ' o . -
" Read around the Clock o ' NoTVTonight. . . . . ¥
: One school sent home a large drawing of a One school selected a nlght when all
= clock with each student. As children read for | families were asked to turn off the teleVnslon
at least 15 minutes, they colored ina In a note LO,Pafe,ﬁtsv,tbiSCDQQ',9[‘19"35,'7-9"
@Y= 2| -segment of the_clock and. recarded the date | that their-goal was “not'to discourage all TV -4 -
o and. time. As students “read" ‘around the viewing; but to. encourage selectivity in the
g “clock,” they.received a cqﬁfncate honorlng . programs. chi!;dmn are permitted to watch.”
"l their accompllshment At a school assemblgscertificates printed at
—_ . ; the school-print shoP’ ere presented to
families. who,h,,ad turned off television for _
one night—190 certificates. were_ presented in
. “a school with-an enrollment of 280
' . Share a Favorite Book | R
- —— Have children share a parents favorite book.
Children.can’ ask parents to name a book
. they enjoyed whenthey were. t ie children's
-age: Children and parents could read the
books and talk aboqi them :
LR e o
K . ’
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ions expressed herein do notnecessarily .

reflect the_position or policies of the Depart-

ment of Education, and no. official endo;se—
- ments, by the Department shquld be |ﬁferred

'Readmg Is Fundamental RIF, ‘éi‘i’d the unique
design shewing an open-book with a smiling

" .neath are all registered service marks of

* "Reading Is Fundamental Inc All rights re-
served.

e
.

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

B Department of Education. However, tfe.opin-.

face on: it and Reading Is' Fundamental i)ndJ_

s

N

H

2

L3

s

"



.

- \ ‘
{ ‘ . ]
|3 - T ' .3
o rt;-. L A
;3‘4‘*" -
. b ‘;._j ; .
- B i \ ‘i
' . ,;'_J
: [ '1
R « " L -
4 ' -~ . o e *A"“w."gﬂ
\ - o - ; : %h -
- . ! - s
¢ ’ . \~ :, N Ll
R ‘ Reading Is Fundamental, Inc. . -
o Smithsonian’ Institution ¢ . . S
S ___ . Suite 500 s
.t - 7  ©600Maryland Avenue, SW O R :
R : g Washington, DE.' 20560 - AT -
T Tél; 262- 287‘3229 o S .
Lo T - S

= :tﬁ . .:"‘v R Z‘.‘-v‘—"’:“







