DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 243 988 uD 023 429

AUTHOR Hatchett, Shirley J.; Quick, Alida D. f

TITLE Correlates of Sex Role Attitudes among Black Men and
Women: Data from a National Survey of Black

S Americans. = : I o
£PONS AGENCY Ford Foundation; New York; N.Y.; National Inst. of
Mental Health (DHHS), Rockville; MD. Center for

o Minority Group Mental Health Program:

PUB DATE 83

NOTE 5p. . - - A f

LEVAILABLE FROM Institute for Urban:Affairs and Research, Hovard
University,; 2900 Van Mess Street, N.W., wWwashington,

D.C. 20008 (free):

PUB TYPE Reports - Research/Technical (143) -- Collected Works
o - Serials (022) R

JOURNAL CIT Urban Research Review; v9 n2 pl-3, 11

EDRS PRICE MF01/PCOl Plus Postage. . ) i

DESCRIPTORS Adults; *Black Attitudes; Demography; National _
Surveys; *Predictor Variables; *Sex Differences; *Sex
Role; Socioeconomic Status

ABSTRACT o ; ) o -

] , In an investigation of the socioeconomic and

demographic correlates of sex role attitudes among black Americans,

four sex role attitude items were analyzed. Two tapped attitudes

toward familial division of labor; one addressed perceptions of the

consequences of women working, and one addressed attitudes toward
motherhood. Eight background variables were included in the analysis:

age, education, household income, region of residence, religiosity,
and marital; job, and parental status. Findings documented a great

deal of support for egalitarianism among black Americans; both men
and women. Generally, the data showed support for more modern sex
role norms in all areas except one--motherhood, which a large

majority of both sexes saw as the most fulfilling role for women.
Although there were sex differences on the other three norms, they.

were not as large as might be expected. Overall, the correlates and
predictors of sex role attitudes of men and women were found to be

different. More relationships were found between socioeconomic
variables and sex role attitudes for black women than for black men.

Except for sex; none of the background variables; either alone or

with others; explained more than a very modest proportion of the
variance in sex role attitudes. (CMG) .
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L) Ihe past decade Has Witiiessed i enormious increise in reseurch lm,d within the context of their puruml.:r hiiiii'r‘. ana experiences
on sen toles. AS d restlt. an impressive body of literiture is s well s the Lh‘mg.u in the pc.ruplmn of women's roles in the
currently avatkible in this rapidly developing ircii (see Seinzoni broader socicty: The interaction of ractal and sexudd stratification
add FFon, T9R0T. 118 Siill clear. Rowever. that there re tremendius complicates the noraveling of both dimensions and determinants
:p\ in the hterature. Espeeradly evident 1S the relative scifcity of Blick sex role uttitodes
nl wnlunpm iy research on sex role attitudes among minorities H|\mr|mll) lhg sex roles of Blucks and whites have been
in generil and Blucks in p articular. dlﬂ&.l‘&.nl These dmmnm hn\ heid 5 [mrllmlar ;rrip;ul upon the
Miich of the evisting research on Black sex role attitudes has nature of Blick mile-fem llL rc.l.llmn\hlp\ Gis well s upon the
bun Immui 10 stidies of rical dlﬂuLnu.\.md particularly whether fumilv. To a great extent. the paveer of lndl\ldlldl\ within reli-
Blacks e attituding xll\ more LL.IIIlnlnnln or role-flexible than whites, lmn\hlp\ and families were subjiigated to dnd mﬂu;nud h) forces
Fhere 15 great deil of wnﬂuunL diitii in this drea Some studies in the wider society durmg shavery. Spotises and thldrgn could
found that Blacks b :d more emilitirin sex role uttitudes than be sold away at the whim of the slave owner. Men were limited
whites (Scanzoni, 1976], \\hll&. uthers ruporkd more iraditionl in lhur:ihllm to fulfilf the roles of family pnmdgrdnd protector.
atttudes among Blicks (Binion, 1981 Guimip. |97\ ngshg\ »‘\llhough womien's spousal and purgnl.:l rights and roles were also
1978 Rosen. 1978y, A third group of studies \ll[..L&.\lLdlh.ll Bl.uk abridged and constriained: the interest of the slave owner in
X role atttudes may be more complex than white sex iole inciviising h|\ g.:pn.:l allowed some carrving out of reproductive
dttitudes: That is, !nrc\'nnpk Scanzont (1975 found that Bl.l&.[\\ and niirturiint roles:
were more traditionad than whites m some sex role domains and Diiring the pgrmd thit Iollm.:d the end of sLivery. soctal dnd
less tisdition:l in others: \mul.nl\ Milltham and Smith (1981) econonic discrimination hd\ continted to constrin and influ-
wn;lud;d thiit tor Blicks: — Beliefs concerning cqu;llm' between cnee Blick Tamily life iind m.:lg knmlg rgl.nmn\hlp\ The labor
the seses are ot hn_hl\ interrelited und constitute Targely inde- force marginality of Blaek men his hmmd their tulhllrmm of the
pendent cognitive diniensions.” provider rufe and foreed women, Who have Vh.xdr dceess o low
In addition 1o tindings of rackil dl“gl&.nkk\ gender and socio- level services jobs. to both share this role or shoulder its respon-
ceonuniic differences hiive emierged. \llhmn.h nicn hive been Jibilities alone. Among Blacks there have long existed the reality
generaliy foimd 1o be more conservitive thim women, there is and ..ch.m) of interchangeable s¢x roles in the face of the tradi-
wome dicition that these sex differences are less plum:lln&.&.d tioml L\pccldlmn\ and values of the wider society,
among Blacks (Crovits & Steinmann. [980: Hershiey 19781, The ,\hhongh lhc.\c. p.ulgrn\ of Sex rolg hgh wiors g.m' h"c \'i"qh HIN

findings tor sociocconomic variables have been consistent \\nh

it for whites, That is. educated persons, as well s those with enee h.t\m..:lgd them in the recent past as
. the Righly functional role that

rs ul m :lholog\

hx"} incomes: tend 1o he more egalitarnan and liberal in their sex ‘\umdmg. 1o Lzdner (1972);
IHlL .nmudu !h in lhnxg \\ nh lo\\u lnwmu und IL\\ uiumlmn llu Bl.uk Ign..:lg hiis hl\lUllL.l”) pl l\ul h.:\ ;.m\gd hgr o be

- questions .:huln llu vilie nl n\mg to imdgr\l.md HI ick sex role female IL\pUﬂ\lhlllll&.\ Im hou\c.hold\ h ive il been seon s cvi-
N attitudes within a framework of white sex role ldmlom and have dgnu of domm.ml castrating Black woinen .md weik; shiftless
s suggested thiat constriiets such s lmdmonal V‘md 'mods.rn ) cally., as si el i whites:
v mav not be appropriate for Blacks (Gimp, 1978). The contem- diffe-rent attributions are hun;. made. AS wonten's lthl“lllUn coimes
S porary sex role atutudes of Blick women and fven nitist be exam- into its own: egalitarian sex roles have beeome notonly legitiniite,
bt valued:

— Hus rescarchowas sepported i part. B s froi the Ford Foundation; Given the u)mph. xities discussed above, it beeemes apparent
- Center por Minority Group Me ntal Health, National Instituee-for Mental llmi Bl.l&.l\ <ex m]u annot be Iull\ understood within the sex
- Health and the Sational Instinate on Aging. The dnthors okl Tike 1o

thank Andred 1aihson-( hvene: qu/lu line Pearlmana and Beverly Wil role ideology Ul th l“'nﬂ‘l] p(!p[ll stion. What is “traditional™

lamis tor thew helpin the p/qnuulum of this mamuseript. “modern’ for Bliicks is debatible; Thos: this rev.ciirch c_\’ulu ies 3
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Biack sex roles in terms of their flexibility and interchangeability.
as being *liberal.” '

iﬁ ;idd;'mn lo mnunuml IImlldllon\ in I‘C\Ldl‘Ch on le.ck sex
. Most of
\uh.ﬂ is kno\un dhom Bl ck s e+ roles e%’rer cd from \mdll And
ofien non-fepresentative Bl.mk samples. As a resili, very hulc
informatjon is availkible l’nal can confidently be 'nerdhzcd to the
entire Blick population, in an attempt to remedy the situation
somewhat, the present rc\mrch is an mvc\tlg.mon of the socio-

u.onom:. and demographic corn.l.nc's of sex role attitudes based
on & Large national probability sample of Black Americans.

DATA AND METHOD
't vmgrgn from two sources—a nuuondl Cross- su:-
Black Jdlﬂl\ aged 18 and ofderund a reinterview
'ﬁle of this cro-s -sectional survey conducted by the
Pii ogram fuzr k*\mrgh on Black Americans (PRBA) at the Survey

Research Center al the Uniiversity of Michigan during 1979 and

1980. Interviews wre ohldmed from 2;167 respondents in a mukti-

stuge probabitity sample of Blde Louscholds in the continental
timited States.' Respendents who were determined to be eligible’
nother PRBA stady—a Thiee Generational Family Study—
wmc or - vmrerviewed 25 part of that study 'Ofthe qlf)7 respon-
Gemiy i e aross-sectional study. 1122 or roughly pc?cm(
ware el ble for the Three Generational Study. Reinterviews were
abitained from 865 of these rexpondcms—-ﬁm women and 298
meti. l)ﬁ”s\ ﬂ.\pondg nits who were interviewed in both the ore;,mdl
erissisectionil study snd rcmlcrvncw ed as part of the Three Gen-

Lmuorml Study were ificluded in the analyses presented in tHis

mhur .m;ludu tovmrd the roh. of molhurhood tor women; were
sisked in thie reinterview. The items were worded is follows:
. For the next iwo stalements, i'ili:ii\"i:’ tell me if you strongly
ugree, agree., disagree or strongiv dna;:r( v,
- Both e and women should share equnilly in child care

and housewaork.
b. Both men and women Should have _]Oh\ 1o support; the
lumlly
For the riext few stulements, please u.ll me if you \Irum:i\
agree, agree, disagree or \if«iiiﬁlri' c'Ii'\iij:'ii'k;
a. Having o job ik

vulh er hmb.md G th'dr&.n

to

ss awiay from a woman's n.lullnn\hlp

L\le‘anLL a4 woman can h.wg.

The items .xbmu w11| be referred to as “"Share F.nmlml l‘nks
{1a). " Share Provider Rolu (lb) “Women's Job Hurts Family™
(-a) and Molhurhood (’h) in th rcm‘nndur OflhI\ p.xer lhu
hhcr:nl rupbnsc'

These pri.hmlndry analyses examinge lhc \uppon for these sex
role attitudes among Blacks in general and Gmong Bliack men and
women: the intercorrelation of these attituides for the total sample

and by sex: and the bivariate relationships of these four sex role
attitudes iifid nine background vartables—age. ediicition. House-
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Hold incoime. region of residence: religiosity. 2 ind mdrn‘xl j'o'b’ and
parental Status. All of these variables were included as predictors
of cach attitude item in 4 Multiple Classtfication Analys wis (MCALL

Results
There was a great deal of support for an egatiturian division of
fdml|)’ task. and responsibilities dmong the rupnndm[s in this
study: Approxxmalel\ 88 pcrcum of the sdniple expressed dgl‘CL-
mient (both **strongly agree”” and “agree™) that men and women
should shidre in chi ild care and housenold tasks and .lpproumaulv

75 percent aorr’cd tha[ bath men and women should have jobs to
support the family. In dddmcn tothese Ll..llﬂ.lrl.ln views of fdtmh.ll
roles, the majority of the \';imp‘it. did-not feel that having a job
takes away from a woman's I‘leli\)h\hlp with her husband and
family. Howevar, more than 83 pefcent agreed that motherhood

is the most fulfilling experience @ womin Tin hive:

liitercorrelation of Items

The items were only modul]) ml;rcorrul uud The largest cor-
relation for all respondents was huwcén are Familial Tasks™
and **Share Provider Role.” r=.30. p < 001; "Woman's Job
Hurts Family ™ and ‘Vlothurhood Wwere very modestly: bat sig-
nlﬁ(:'mtly correlated. r=14.p < U()l} Whgn Sex wids C(mlrohed
thie correlation between “*Share Familial Tasks™ dnd \h.m. Pro-
Vldt.l' Role™ decreased shightly formen. r=.23.p < ()(Fl whereids
the correlation between Woman's Job Hurts Fimily" :ind

Vlolhyrhood increased: r=.23. p < .00L. The opposite th.u
occurred for women: with the corrgl;mon of two familial role items
increasing slightly. r=. :32; p < ()(ﬂ dnd the correlation for the
other two items decreasing. r=. RIR p < (XH Alxo lhucorrcl.nmn
between *Share Provider Role™
ily’" increased to a significant, dhhisugh still modul [ d r=.1-.
f) 001 for men only. These itemns remuined uncorreluted for

womcn.

Correlates of Sex Role Attitudes

lecn the caste-class dimensions ot sex stratification sull er-
sistent in modern society. one wolild expect the correlates or
dqumm.mh of sex role preferences and Attitides o be different
for worten and men. The remainder of this paper uddru\u this
very }_.Lnt.rdl hypmhcus The bivariate reliationships between eich
attitude item urd the cight predictor variables as \n.ll as the
relidtive imporaince of eich of these predictors in determining
cach attitude were dissessed by separate MCAS for women and
men. :

Tuble I presents meastres oi L-th prujluur s ubility to u(pl.un
variance in the sex role dlllllldt. items lone ¢eta) and 1ts explan-
.nory power rclative to other prudnuorx (heta) for cach attitude

item for both men and women. Overall, a difterence was found in
the correlites of sex role norms of Bl.lgk men and women. Age
wis related to attitudes about the dmxmn ot t‘|m||y tiasks and
roles only for Black women, eta= .12, 05, Younger women
were more hkn.ly to hold liberal almudu toward role and task
Shiring than older women. No age rek dionship wis found for
either sex for perceptions of the effects of women working, How-
cver, age was rels Ilt.d 1o attitodes about motherhiood for B mk
men. cta=.16, p < ()5 lnl&.rulmgly both men 18-34 years old

and those over 55 hdd fiivie conservative attitudes toward moth-
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TABLE 1
Explanators Power of Nine Predictors of Four Sex Role Attitiides
for Black Women and Men

o Men _ Women
Predictars ~  Fta Beia Lia Beta
A. Share Familiai Tasks

o2 03 12 I8

16 18 04 S 17

oy 13 14 A2

Famiid 2 A2 08 05
Reeligiosity 1y 22 A7 07
Job Ststus A0 A7 09 08
Region 13 47 09 10
Parental Status .07 o0 o 64 .01
RY - 12 K = .08

R Adj: = 04 RAdL = 03

) B. Share Provider Role

Age 9 e R 20
Mttt Status 1 7 A 13
Education mn 210 6 o7
Family Inceme 03 16 05 01
Religiesity A 10 .08 07
Jub Stitiis 1 03 06 07
Region A3 BE 13 .02
parental Stitus .08 o 08 00
RS - 06 K =R

RIAY. = 00 RIAd) =

tincalculable)
C. Woman's lnb lh.rls l-a”m'lh

Age Si4 14 s 05
Miiritil Status 09 .23 1 10
Education 22 19 12 09
Family Income R 9 A0 07
Religiosity 14 a2 B hidds 17
Job Statiis 02 16 Ny 03
Riion 16 16 Eh R - .16
Parental R[] T | 10
R - 17 KR - .Y

R* Adj. = 9 RUAdL A

D). Mathcrhood

Ape 16* A9 A4 03
Niirital Sl.mx\ A2 .12 09 06
Educiatien 27 26 240 19
Family Income 11 08 14 08
Religiosity 16 08 40 06
Job Status 06 4 A5 U6
Region 23 47 gxx S
Purental Stitos A6t A9 10 06
Interview Mode I 02
R - 20 R - 10

R Adj. - L_RTA4). - U6

clitionship significance of p < .05
tionship significance of p < .01
*=*Bivariate rc.l.nmn\hlp \.me‘mu of p <2 .01

The .ldlu\ln.d R or R ad;. ¢ ates the proportion of virinee
explained by all the predictors dd_lusl&.d for chunce of fiting the model
for a given \.:mplc. The uni ted R or multiple correlafion cngfhuc.nl
estimates the proportion of variance expliined by p.mu.ulur run of
MUA (Andiews etal: 1973).

!

erhood than fen 34~—54 vears old. This relationship is contrary to

whal one might expect. given the exposure of younger men 10
new emergent role norms. i

Marital status was only related o women's attitudes {owards
shanng the provider role. cta= 18, P < ;001; Marricd women
were more conscrvaiive than previously mdrned and never mar-
ried women. Parental status was an important prediclor of Black

men’s attitudes toward motherhood. Men who hiad children were
mivre likely lo agree that molherhood is the miost fulfilling expe-

rience d womsn can have.”” Region and religiosity were both
included in these analyses as indicators of normative environ-

ment. Religiosity wis related to almudes toward the familial divi-
sion of labor for men only (em— -19: p < .05} and to perceptions

of the effect of female cmploymcnt among women only (eta=.17.
p < .0C1). Men who said they were 'very orrf:nrlv religicus were

more likely to hold liberal almudes about sh’m 2 houseliold tasks.

lrlgresungly women who said they were falrly religious™™ were
—iore liberal in their atiitudes about ihe eftc.cls of woﬁiéﬁ workmg
tipon the fdmliy than women who said “very,”” “"niot oo’ or” not
religious™ at all: Region was significanily correlated wnh percep-
tions oflhc effects of female employment for womien only (etd = 15:

0()[) and with almudes toward mnlhuhuod for both men.
(em- 3i.p< 06}) and women (cta=.19. p < .001). Women in
the Nertheast hdd more liberal attitudes toward women working

lh‘m lhoxe in olhc.r rq.mns Bolh ‘mmhcrn dnd mld Wg\h.rn men

aboat molhe.rh()'ld th.m women and men in other regions:
Suppon for the egalitarian division of labor within the family
dld not differ By sociveconomic level fc’r men: However: educa-
tion a% an indicator of SES was relited to dllllﬂd&.\ toward the
f fam wl tasks for Black women cti=: M:p<

i 1¢ years of educalion were more liberal

x‘mrlng of familial role
,-01. Women with at fe:
-n their ttitudes than wosicn with less LdULdllOn Convcrsdy
Ldu».xuon wiis reluted to the pe
iﬁin'g l"riiiﬁ fz.malc cmploymwt u‘nong~ men (ela 0()[)
. Men wirh some education bc.)ond high
school but Who were fiot coliugu "mdu‘n;s were the most conser-
vative. Those with more education were the most liberal. Edu-
cation was related to evaluations of motherhood as the most
fulﬁlhng role for women among | bolh men (eta=:37;p < .00 and
L), Overall, autitudes increased with

=22,

women (eta=.24. p <

years of education. )
In summary. these data iurlhgr document the existence of a

great deal of support for cgalitarianism among Biiick Americans—

buth men and women. Generally, these dita show suppon for

more modern sex role norms in all areas except ong—-mothcr- .

hood. Molhc.rhm)d is scen as the most fulflling role for women
fora largu mgjority of both sexes. Although there are sex differ-
ences on three of these norms; lhgy are perhaps not as large as
one might expect. These findings arc consistent with previous
rescarch suggesting sex dlﬂln.ncu in sex role attitudes are less
LVld&.nl for B!ACR\ rhari Whncs 1h.\l Bl.icks dl‘&. mor llbcml lhdn

ers. Scmwnl (1975) iound that Bl.xd\s were more conscrvative
on norms pertaining to the appropriate behavior of the sexes but
more liveral on those addresSing the rights .md lndIVIdU’ﬂﬁm of
women: Atso: Black women have been foudid to thL more nur-
turant attitades than other women. Motherhood and family

l‘&.\pﬂn\lblllll(.\ have not been scen as antithetical to workmg or

{Continued onp. 11)
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Correlates of Sex Role Attitudes (Continued fromp. 3)
Jiberited " in the modern sense of the word (Gump:
these dimensions of sex role attitudes were not

to being °
1978).
w»rrd md iur W umm n 'hl\ xlud’s

lndecd.

More rclmmn\hnps were found between the \'mmgcronomlg i';i'ri}
ables included in these analyses and sex rofe attitydes of Bluck
worien thin for the sex role attitudes of Black men. However,
exceptfor sex, none of the background variabies in these analyses,
cither dlone of with olhgr prgdluor\ L\PLllnLd more than a very
modest proportion oi the viiriince in these sex role attitades:
Central 1o most research on sex role normisis the issue of women

sharing the role of pm\ldLr \\ hd\ bun dogumgnlgd .lg‘un .md

again, Black women have
a greater rate than other women. \\\umpuon oflhg prov ider role
came tirst out of coercion and later out of need. Itis in this context
of hx\mr\ .md L\le‘lL ncc~ oi B'dCl\ \mmcn \nd mgn xh 11 (h& sex

blurnd Sex role nornis ‘gnd behavior for Blm.ks are LOﬂfOUnde

""""" \pgmnu of bum. Bldck in -’nmrlca .md h\ th
pursngd inan effort lo gain ln\l)_.hl\ lnlo lhg mﬂu;nCE\ ot both by
L\umlnlng dl dgmm.r.lphm .md sucig-economic wrrglulu oi SeX

wn\cqmmc of Blucks’ UanUL L\PL”LHCL in lhls cauntry. w erL.l\
differences found umong sub-groups speak of influences from the
_bl‘OddLl‘ society:

i'ipieé

veirs of dige, or a child w ho has a child 14 years old and oldgr and
a L.r.mdc hlld |4 yelirs old or oldgr

mlurwuwd.

Andrews, F.
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