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The. research and preparation of this booklet was compLeted
by Nancy Ellin. A 1958 graduate of Swarthmore College, Ms.
Eilin has been involved in t'.e civil rights movement for some
time: In 1964 she participated in Mississippi Freedom Summer:
In the early 1970's she coordinated a teéxtbook study for the
Committee to Study Sex Discrimination ip the Kalamazoo Publlc
Schools. Later she travelled to Michigan schools as a member
of an on site team, conducting research on sex, discrimiration

in secondary vocational programs. Currently Ms. Ellln is a

homemaker in Kalamazoo, Michigan, where she holds zative

membership in the A.C.L.U., N.A.A:C:P:; and Planned Parenthood.
An avid reader in many subject areas; she is continuing to

collect details and anecdotes on the lives of notable black

o

women ;
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The booklet was edited by Nancy Haas, who

consultant with the Office for Sex Equity.

A}

cover: Art work by ME, Shawn Townsend .East Lansing, Michigan,

and reprinted with perm1551ou of the National Women's.... -
Hall of Fanie, copyright 1983.

ébﬁie: of this booklet are avallable free of charge by wrltlng
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INTRODUCTION - .

The names of the people who have, or have had, the
most influence on our lives are not always household words:
Few can name the presidents of our large corporations or
the ifiventors of sich fnecessities as facial tissues and
the safety pin.
' The achievements of,@oméh are particularly unknown and .
those of Black women even more so: For this Beason, |

Notable Black Women is beiug published by the Office for

Sex Equity, Michigan Department of Education, to fill a ’
void in the accounts of persons who have contributed to,

or continue to shape, our country. Whether a sense o

history dictates she be referred to as Miss, Mrs., or Ms.,
each of the twenty-four women iﬁeiuaéd in this booklet has
made a significant mark on the history of Blacks by a unique
contribution as .a woman and as a Black. Part of an increasing
number of women who are belatedly being recognized as cham-
pions, leaders and persistent “fighters," these Black worern

Perhaps one of the greatest difficulties in preparing
this booklet, aside from a lack of detailed reference books,

was selecting those to be cited in Notable Black Women, for -

there are thousands of Black women who, for a variety of

" reasons, will never be singled out in history books or even’




make the news pégéé.“EVéry sizeéﬁié community has at least
one notable Black woman. This book is dedicated to one

siich woman, Mary Mace Spradling of Kalamazoo, Michigan, with-

out whose monumental work, In Black and White, this effort
would scarcely have been possible.

A NOTE ON THE USE OF THE BOOKLEI

and achlevements of famous black women. Twenty-four women .

are presented in Section 6ﬁé, eacﬁlwifﬁ a two page biograph-
jcal sketch. o | |
Section Two includes five activities or gémeé that
teachers can tear out for reproduction. Sectioﬁ Three con-
tains five activities that are more complex thought provoking

writing éééigﬁméﬁté. Sectlon Four llsts several add1t10na1

activitiés that Wiii 1nvolve students in linklng the achieve—.,.

.menté and history 6? Eﬁééé women to "hands on" or artistic

kiﬁdé of exerclses At the eni of the booklet is an evalua-

tlon form which will assist: the authors in determlnlng the
usefulness of the 1nformatlon and activitles COntalned 1n;

the booklet. if you develop any other ways éo use thl§

booklet, we would appreciate hearing £rom you. The evaluation

form- and any ¢comments 566 aay have should be sent to the
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MARY MACE SPRADLING (iéﬁ = )

Mary Mace
small Kentucky
visited a_ real

College.

Mrs.

not afford the

high school French in Kentucky iﬁ& SBﬁtﬁ'eif6iiﬁé;
Louis Spradiling, a
The pull of 1libraries was st;ll strong.

several summers working in a branch library in Louisville,

iﬁ,1949;
Her first
library, which

Mrs. S

urged her to apply for - the JOb

an 1nterv1ew

Kentucky to Michigan,
when they saw she was

afterward the library

Spradling gréw up "in = separate scciety in a
town:" She attended segregated schools and never

library until she went away to-Kentucky Stété

Because she loved books; thp llbrary becamé/ﬁer favor-

- i

and she spent her summers worklng there

Sprédling wanted tb,beccme a librarian, but shé ééﬁia;

she spent . 15 years teaching
& .

éducation. Instead,

After spending
Mrs.

a pact with her husband that if he would pay her :

E\‘ LN,

schobl, she would send him to graduate school:

g received her 1library degree -from Atlanta University

11brar1an Job Yas with the Louisville branch

was very bopular W1th hlgh school students

became especially interested in work%ng Witﬁ

In 1957 she learned that the pﬁE%%é iibrary in
"""""""" ;M;. épradiiqg_,

Spradllng took the long bus trip from .
It
certain that she would never be hired

Mré.

black. Her 1nterV1ew went weli and

director took her out to lunch

-3-
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ﬁfg; Spradlxng st111 remembers her first experlence eatlng .

in an ﬁﬁsegregated restaurant. For the flrst time in her lee.

k-

‘she weuld be worklng in a "mixed society. She accepted the job
and the challenge. For the next three years she had a ”commuter

marriage" until Mr. Spradling took 2 teaéhing ﬂﬁbvlﬁ Kalamazoo .
i
Mrs. Spradling was successful as a young adult 11brarian

Sbé_tcékma one year leave of absence in 1969 to organize a branch;
library in a mostly blacklnelghborhood in Kalamazoo: The 1tbraryl
‘was named for Alma Powell, a very popular biack library wcrker.;f;
ﬁuring ber years of work in Kalamazoo, Mrs. Spradling became'
keenly aﬁare'cf the diffi7u1t§ students had findlngnmaterlals onﬂ?
‘biack Americanéi With the encouragement of the library d1rector,:

o \ .
Mrs. Spradllng began to do some research. In 1971 she publxshed,;

the first edition of her book, In Blackgand—Whlte o e

‘Mrs. Spradling's book listed black people whose names had

, appeared in pgrint. It described their achievements and irhere'”:fﬁ

to read more about them. The fIrst edltlon contalned about 1800 f
. names. L1brar1es all over the country asked for the book and |
a commercxal publisher became 1nterested. A third edition,;

publxshed in 1980; contains information" about more than 15 000

'black,pécpie and orgsniz sations. Tﬁ&,sﬁﬁpiémeﬁts to In Black andf
White, to be publlished in 1984, will contain 7500 names each. "
Mafy Mace épra&iiné’s-bééﬁlteacbes us tbat there is no limit tB;Q
the achievements of blagk peopls. Mrs. SpPadling gave her timé

and expertise to make this booklet possible.

'~-é' .. 10
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SECTION ONE

Baker-Motley, Constance.

Clark, Septima ﬁoinsetté
- Bdelman;-Marian—Wright— -
Ferguson, Dr. Angella D.
Futreill; Mary Hatwood.
Hansberry, Lorraine.
Harris, Patricia Roberts
Horne, Lena.
Hunter-Gault, Charlayne.
Hamer; Fannie Lou.
Jackson, Mahalia

Love, Dr. Ruth .

- Morrison, Toni -

" Nortoi, Bleanor.Holmes .
Price; Leontyne. . .
Proctor, Barbara Gardner
éavage;héugusfa.
Terrell, Mary Church
Walker; Maggie Lena.
Walwer, Sarah Brdedlove.
Wells-Barnett, Ida B..

_ Wright, Dr. Jane Cobke .

i
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CONSTANCE BAKER MoTLEY ozt = ;

high school in New Haven, Connect;cut. She hoped to become F o,
4 lawyer, but her father, a cook, could not afford to pay

. o o o . . R o4
for her collegé edupation Mrs. Motley worked at various .~

.

joBé, trylng to save moneéy. ]
o Two years arterrher"high schooI graduatlon, “Mrs. Mé%%%gd
attended a meetlng at a black communlty cernter. ;Thedmeeuing;
Mhaé been called by the Board\of Directors to find out why so
few. people used the~cenéerl‘\§rs- Motley ma&e a Eﬁééch;” She !

N e
said that because the directors. were all white, the black

Y .

’communIty felt that the center was not really thelr place ' SN

n' o

The next day one of the dlrectors checked Mrs.. o
;Motley s grade record He sa1d he would pay for as much

educatlon as she wanted and quoted Abraham«Llncoln _\"An'

1ndependent vo;ce-ls God's gift to a natlon o g RE
"Mrs. Motley aiiéﬁ&é&'ééiiééé at Fiéi Hﬁiﬁéféity and at
' NéW York Hﬁiﬁeréif§* She graduated from Columbla Unlver51ty

Law School in 1946 Durlng her time there she worked for a
year as clerk to Thurgood Marshall who was chief counsel . a
- for the N;A;A;C;P; (National.Aesoclatlon for the Advancemeﬁt'
of Colored People) Legal Defense Fund: |
Aftéf“‘gfé&&atiﬁg from law sc’h’o’o’i Mfg Matiéy Wé'n’t' to

Mo

couneel herself She argued and Won nine cases before the

United SSates Supreme Court She got Charlayne Hunter-GauIttﬂ

y s
- .
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anid Hamilton.Holmes admitted to the Untversity of Georgia
and James A. Meredith admitted to the Wniversity of Mississippi.
She defended students who were arrested in sit-ins. Once she

was the iawyéf for Dr. ﬁartin‘tuther King, Jr: She also won .:

. . _ N D
reation places - . N e

aers -Motlev be? Ieves that the goal of the\p1v11 rights

movement IL_dIgnIty; "You can have twenty-seven\degrees from
twenty-seven different universities, but if your skin is |
different, you are stiii forced to use the door marked 'colored’.
We want to end. that ‘"' she said ‘She felt that the law ﬁas one
important way "to end all state—enforced raci i'segregation in

the publIc 1ife of the American community

in 1963 Mrs. Motléy s career toqk a dlfferent turn.: She

ran for; and woﬁ a seat 1n the New York State Senate, becoming

the only woman in the Senate: In 1964 she was e1ected President

of the Borough of Maﬁﬁattaﬁ; though she was not to hold that

post Iong 'In 1966 President Johnson app01nted her as a N

federal judge for the Southern District of New York Thé

first woman to be appointed a federal Judge she is the chief
judge of that district today: Mrs. Motley used to argue be-

fore Judggs and wait for their decisions Today she hears

sul't

ok

\ ) ! | P :j: 313




SELMA éUﬁkE-;(‘ié& - ) s
You probably have a work of art by a black woman in your
pocket. Do you have a Roosevelt dime? The portrait of Presi-
dent Roosevelt was taken from a.plague sculpted by Seima Burke.
In 1944 the Fine Arts Committee for Washington; D:C:
wanted to place a portrait plaque of President Roosevelt in

‘a government building. They invited sculptors to compete

win such an honor. 4 black woman from Mooresville,; North .
< .

Carolina was not expected to become a sculptor. In. fact;

Ms. Burke's mother made her Study nursing so that she could

earn a living. Ms. Burke did train to be a nurse, but she

soon gave up nursing and headed for New Yovk €ity to study art:.

Ms. Burke won a scholarship to the Columbia University
School of Architecture. Later, winning & grant from the Rosen-
. wald Foundation, she was able to study with famous teachers in

Europe. In 1941 she received her Master of Fine Arts degreeé.

During World War II Ms: B'iiﬁi.é worked in a i’ééi’:éi"yféii& as
a truck driver in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. "I felt that during
the war artists should get out of their studios,” she said.

When she went to see President Roosevelt for the first
time, she dressed up §ery'ééréfﬁiiy and wore a fine hat. But
the President was so friendly that in 6o time at all Ms. Burke

had taken off her hat.and her shoes and was crawling around the

room to get views of his head from all angles! President

e ]

.03




Roosevelt sat for Ms: ‘Burke twice, but died before their
third appoiﬁtﬁeﬁt;. ‘ | 4

Ms. Burke knew that Mrs. Roosevelt would think the plague
made the President look too young. Ms: Burke was rea’d? when Mrs:.
Roosevelt came to her studio in New York City and objected: Ms:
Burke replied ﬁTﬁis'ﬁréfiie is not for today, But ?65 tomorrow
and all time.' ' She persuaded Mrs. Roosevelt that her husband
should be remembered 45 he was before he became old and slck“

Ms: Burke became a well known sculptor. She made many ' E
portrait busts, some of famous people like Dr. Martin E&tﬁéf King
Jr., A. Philip Randoiph, and Mary McLeod Bethune Ms: Burke
nearly always had a teachlng job at an art school or college.
Art, accordlng to Ms. Burke, is a good way for pe0ple of all
races and economlc levels to learn to respect each other.

Ms. Burke once used art to bring people together in
another way. in Mooresville,; black childrenm were not.alldwed
to use the public library. After Ms. Burke became famous ;
some people asked her to make a bust of a beloved local doctor:

Ms. Burke donated the bust to the Mooresv1lle library on the

Ms. Burke has spent a lifetime dedicated to art. Her
 works can be found in many museums, and a museum in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania is named for her. Yet how fortunate we all are
‘to be able to buy a sample of Selma Burke's art for just tem

cents!

* L Ciiee qB ‘_ |




SEPTIMA POINSETTE CI:ARK (1898 - ) = .

When she wrote the story of her life in 1962, Septima
Poinsette Clark told about her father, a former slave. Though
he could not read or write, he was a true gentleman, always
ready to help aﬁiéﬁe biack or -white, who was in trouble. Mrs.
€lark grew up to be like her father; with no room &h;ﬁér'héért
for hate. - | | J

Unlike her father, however, Mrs. Clark got an education:
Both of her parents worked hard so that she and her ééééﬁ
brothers and 51sters could go to school: Mrs: Clark graduated
from high school in Gharieston; South Carollna and got a
teachlng Job so she could help her famlly

Mrs. Clark loved to teach and was always ready to learn
hewvto be a better eacher; She went to coiiege whenever she

could and finally earned. a-college_degree in 1942 and-a_Master's

degree in 1946.
Wherever she was teaching, Mrs. Clark was also active iﬁ the
community. She worked with the N.A.A.C.P. in 1920 to get the
Charleston school system to hire biack teachers for black sSchools:
She also worked with the N.A,A.C.P. in Columbia, South Carolina
when Thurgood Marshall won & court case giving equal pay to |
black and white teachers.z While she was teaching in Charleston
after World War II, Mrs. Clark heiped to integrate the Young
wafﬁéaig;cri;igaaﬁ .Aggaaiaaaa (¥:W.c.4:); Community Chest, and

After the Supreme Court ruled segregated schools 111ega1

in 1954; the Charleston’ school board was afraid that _black




people would demand that their schools be aesegéégéfé&; Mrs.
Clark's activitiés were especially suspicious because she had
brought in a group of black and white Béaiié from the. Highlander -
Folk School to work with black parents. In 1956 she lost her
jbbiwitﬁ the Charleston Public Schools. '
Because Mrs: Clark had worked for Highlander during
several summers, the school was eager to hire her as director
of eduéatibn and ﬁbrkehbps 'Hiéﬁian&ér Folk Séﬁééi inv
~ together to solve problems in their communities.
One problem Mrs. Clark Werkéé:but involved a method for
teaching adults to read so that they could vote: Before the

Voting Rights Act of 1965, most Southern states requ1red

' black people who wanted to-regxster‘to vote to ‘read and ex~

plain difficult 5&§f§ of the state's constitutlon.

Her students saw a d1re°t connectlon between readlng

and improving their lives, and they learned quickly.

In 1959 the Tennessee state police raided nghlander and

arrested Mrs. Clark on the ridiculous charge that she had beeuz

selling liguor. Though the charges against her were dropped,
the state managed to find a way to close the school in 1961

Mrs. Clark then jbinéd Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s Southern

Christian Leadership Conference (SELC or “Slick") and. continued

to train people to read in cztxzenshlp schools.

- o-11- 17 o



Growing up in South Carolina, Marian Wright Edelman
always knew about race discrimination and .always knew that
it was wrong. , She was determined that no one would make
the color of her skin a reason to deny her her rights; and . K
she was deterﬁiﬁed tb'aiﬁ équai fights for all Siaék pébpié.
Atlanta, Georgia, black students began to demonstrate against

lrestaurants and lunch counters that refused to serve biack

customers: The students would go into the restaurant, \Slt
'down aod refuse to leave unt11 they were served (These

demonstrations were called sit-ins.) Mrs. ”Edelmanfpiénne&rrw~~m__;;
the strategy for the sit -ins in Atlanta and helped to found |

a new civil rights group, the Stu ’denteron-Vioient Coordlnating
_____ Committee(S:N:CETyT |
Because Ms. Edelman saw that the ciéii rights movement
neédéd fiore lawyers, she attended Yale Law School after

graduating from,Speiﬁéﬁ;" In her flrst job with the N.A.A.C.P.
- Legal Defense Fund, 'she wrote the brief fér tﬁé first sit-in

case the Fund took to the Supreme éauft. Then she became -

head of the Fund in the State of Ml 1pp1 In.1966 Ms.

Edelman became the fIrst ‘black woman to receive a license to

practice law in M1551551pp1

Ms. Edelman soon Béééﬁ to see that winning court cases
was not ‘the only solution to the ﬁrébléﬁé bf'bléék people

in America. Lawyers could win the right .for black children

w18




to attend desegregated schools, but ﬁﬁat if their parents
could not afford to buy shoes for them? She began to think
more and more about other ways tou help ch11dren

Cne way was a new government program called Head
Start. Under Head Start, schools were started for four
year old children to help them learn how t6 be good students
when they went to-public schools;, When the state of ﬁi551551ppi
refused to apply for Head Start money; Ms. Edelman founded the"*f
Child Development Group of’ Mississippi ‘Her group got Head .
Start fiinds and set up schools all over the éfété; The p’fagram
helped ch11dren and it also helped their parents by giving J
them jobs in the schools These people could not be flred
from jobs for doiné éiﬁil rights work. ‘

Ms. Bdelman had to spend a lot of time in Washington, p.C.,;
talking to g’o’iiérnﬁiéni: workers and members of Congress about i,iéfg
Head Start program and its needs. ’

’ She found that even people who were - not active in the
.ClVil rights movement would help her in her work for ch11dren
In 1973 Ms: Edelman was a foﬁndér ‘of the’ Children s Defense : !ﬁ;:
Fund (CDF), which she still heads Her group is looking for

ways to make life better for all ch11dren in America:




DR. ANGELLA D. FERGUSG N (1925 - )
Whéﬁ Dr. Angéiia:n; Ferguson began her 5rééfibé as a .-

S ’ . L -

‘pediatrician, or children's doctor; parents often asked hef'

questions: “When should my baby start to craw1°" and "Shouldn't

my baby be’ 31tt1ng up by now?" Dr. Ferguson knew that the usual

ages for babies to sxt crawl, and stand were based on studles

of OD1Y Whlte children: She wondered 1f the same standards

Dr. Ferguson decided to fInd out: BShe and another doctor
studied lots of black bab1es at differént ages. The found out-
‘that babies from poor families did not have hHigh chairs or

playpens: - Because they could move around more, they learned

to sit and crawl at-a younger age. Dr. Ferguson's study

showed that a<baby .8 development\is shaped by how she or he

is brought up, regardless of race.
_Whiie she was studying healthy babies3 Dr. Ferguson often
saw children who were suffering from sickle cell anemia.
| Sickle cell anemia is an inherited defect in the blood
&‘ceiis.‘ Most of the people who get siékie'éell anemia are
biack. ' Sickle cell vrotims have "erises" in which théy.bé:
come very sick and are in a great deal of pain. Dr. Ferguson

knew there was no.cure for SIckle cell anemisz, but she thought
she could reduve;the.sufferlngm By carefully studying her

-yﬁuné~patiénts,'ﬁr. Ferguson was able to find ways of pre-

venting crises. Dr: Ferguson worked with parents to help

them take the best care of their chlldren. She also spoke

!

i 3c14--
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to teachers about the special needs of children with sickle
cell anemia. |

In the late 1960's sickle cell anemia suddenly became
news. With more money for féseiféﬁ; scieotists began to try.
methods that Dr. Ferguson felt were .seless. After nearly
twentv years of work Dr. ferguson éﬁdéd her research and
began to thlnk about new 1nterests 1n medicine: |

Her new interest was something entirely different:- she

Howard Unlversity Medlcal School The old hospltal was more
than one hundred years old. Congress,’ whlch prov1ded the

million dollars, ﬁr; Ferguson had to persuade the people

in Congress that a teachlng hospltal is dlfferent from a -
communlty hospital and therefore, more expen51ve. She ex-
.plalned the needs so well that by the time the nosp1ta1 was
completed, Congress had spent‘forty-three milllon déllars.
Dr Angella Ferguson stléﬁ//orks in the hospltal she

helped to build for Howard Unlverslty as a Professor of

Pediatrics and Chl}d Care at the Medical School.




MARY HATWOOD FUTRELL (1940 - )

: Mary Hatwood Futrell learned to work hard early in her
life. When she was flve years old her father died. Ms:
Futrell's mother worked at three jobs as a servant to make
money to pay the aéaiéai‘Biiisa’»Shp left lists of chores
for Ms. iﬁtrell_éﬁ& her sisters to do while she was at work.
If they didn't do their work, Ms:. Futrell's mother would wake
them up when she came home and make them finish the work then:

- Sometimes there were "words" in the Eamiiy-éiﬁéé’ms} Futrell
‘was always "strong—headed and 1ndependent Ms. futreii;e
mother also made her daughter work hard at school Becau se
Ms. Futrell was a good student, her teachers helped her.to
get. scholarships aftér she graduated from the segregated

Lynchburg, Vlrglnla publlc schools , Between her goliege

semesters Ms. Futrell did domestlo work untll_she«graquated

g

from Virginia State University with a degree in business
‘education. - o S
Ms. Futrell bégaﬁ‘téachiﬁg iﬁ-éléiéﬁ&fié— Virginia in
i§63’ Two years later, when the Schools were . desegregated
there were bad feelings between black and whlte\people ‘ Ms.
Futre11 and other\teachers set up "rap sessions'" so that
peOple could talk to each other ano stop feeixng hatred
Hav1ng cooperated W1th other teachers to make desegre—
féétlon work, Ms._Futrell became act1ve 1n the teaphers'
organization, the Alexandria Education-Association. Like
all members of the National Education Association (NEA), the
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cohditiohs for its members.. It also works for better schools
~.. and a better education for all children. ‘

' Ms. Futrell worked hard for the Alexandria Education
Association and became its president in 1973: Later she
was elected president of the Virginia Education Association.
In 1982 Ms. Futrell was eiected/pre51dent of the NEA.

As pr651dent *Mary Hatwood Fiutréll leads this AssoclatIOn
which has a membership of 1 555 000 people and an aunual oper-
ating budget of $77 million Ms. Futrell plans to work through
the ASéoolatloh to strengthen education in Amerlcg. '"I think
we have a good syéiéﬁ; " she says. “How can I ﬁié.ité it bei:f:ér‘?
How can I help the children of this country? Thai.;ié what I
.want to do " By electing her pre51dent the membership of -

the Association has shown that they believe she will accomplish ﬁ&

her goal.




I:GRRAINE HANSBERRY (‘igéﬁ = 1965)

- —

—
Lorraim \Hgnsberry d1dn't krow if she wanted to be a writer

. ) ~
or an artist. She fouﬁd\out one day when as a student at the

ﬁﬁi?éfsiti of Wisconsin, she attendedua play called Juno and the - \:

.Péiéoék~b§ thre Irish writer;. Sean O'éaseyfi Fhe mother s sadness».f

in the‘}lay moved her so deeplv that f rof then on she\Enew she f

. wanted to write like that about black people ' \5\\\\\\\ ,ﬁ
in ™~

In 1950 Ms. Hansberry deelded that she dldn't belong

college. She headed for New York €ity and became a reporter

for Freedom, a newspaper‘run by Paul Robeson . She also worked
‘hard on iééi‘ning ii’o’ié to wfité. Ai'téf.iﬁ’any years of work she

A Ralsln in the Sun opened on Broadway in 1959, starring .

Ciaudia'MeNell Sidney Poitlef"“R—b Dee ana“D:aﬁE Siﬁ&s It

told the story of a biack famxiy on the south side of Chicago

who bought a house in a white neighborhood The characters

Ms. Hansberry created sééméd like féai\blﬁok pébﬁié'éa that
audiences of all races could understand their problems and be - «
happy with their successes:. Raisin was a great hit and won for
¥s. Hansberry the New York Drama Critics Circle award. She .was
the first black woman and the iounéésg;. person eéver to win this
award. E

' Ms. Hapsberry became famous; ‘She enjoye& getting lots. of

fan mall and belng 1nv1ted to make speeches People paid

éttéﬁtxoﬁ to her wken she spoke about cxv11 rights. She was




proud tﬁét her eiiéééés iﬁépiréd ‘othér: black writers:. Yet

She began work;on two new plays hoplng to write other thlngs.
as well. |

it %éé not to be. Ms. Hansberry developed cancer und
-knew she was dying., She had to hé'carriéd frbﬁ hei hééﬁit&i

bed to see her second play, The Slgngin431dney43ruste1n s”

S ST e L

Wlndow when 1t was produced on Broadway in 1965: She had

nearly flnlshed a play about Afrlca when she went ‘blind and lost;j

her speech Recoverlng briefly, she remembered what she had

once ﬁiittén' e trust that someone will complete my _';?%

thoughts - thxs last should be “the least difficult since theré,hh

‘are so many Who think as 1 do." .

She was right.. Many people think as ' she did, and many ~
of them have learned to respect Lorraine Hansberry‘as one
black American Eéﬁ&ﬁhﬁﬁé stood up for équéi rights through .

her writing.

/



PATRICIA RGBERTS HﬁRR IS (1924 - ) =«

1..//’Patricia Rébéfté Héffié féééé a étféﬁgé aiffiéﬁltf in
winning acceptarnce as a political leadér who undérstands the

°

needs of black peoﬁle.” Because she and her husband are sﬁccess:

ful professlonal people blacks -and whites may think that she
cannot understand the needs of people who are not . so well off.

Ms. Harris considers this accusation most unfaIr _ . .

Ms. Harris understood Face pre;]udlce V’e’ié’y wéii when -ghe -

o S ___ a- L

i Was growing up in Matoon, Illin01s . a town w1th l5 000 wh1te o
: néoble and 200 blacks ohe was a very good student ‘After -
making excellent grades in high school Ms Harris won_a"

scholarship to Howard Hniversity 'in’ Wasbington b.cC.

. Ms. H

too few opportunities for black women laWyers Instead she

.did graduate work at the Unlver51ty of -Chicago. and became program

) In 1949 Ms. Harris became asslstant director of the-
' American Cotincil on Human Relations.‘ Later she took -a 3ob =
,:as'eiecutieé director of her-sorority, Delta Sigma Theta ‘

in community service.

- Ms. Harris was married by then to a lawyer ‘who taught
at. Howard University Law School He persuaded her to consider ﬁf g
going to-law school. In 1960 Ms.Harris graduated with honorso‘

from George Washington University Law School. She went to.
. i o :

. . . \4. o .. — . )
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 the system work for others as it. worfed for ‘her. .

4
i

__v! | dﬁt :'//

work for the Just1ce Bepartment and also taught a+ Howard
Uhiversxty Law Sohool S e A

£

.;_ In 1965 Pres1dent Lyndon Johnson asked Ms. Harrls to.r

be Amgassador to Luxembourg. She-was Amerlca s flrst black

female ambassddor . Oth@r ”fIrsts" followed.i in 1969 she |

became the flrst biack female dean of Howard Law School but
c. 1 3 .

resigned when she disagreed with student demands.. She ‘then’

went to work for ome of the most impoftant law f1rms 1n

Washlngton In 1977 when Pres1dent Jxmmy Carter asked her

to head the Department of HousIng and Urban Development (HUD), .

; she held another Gabinet posltion as head of the Department

‘of Health, Education andi Welfare (HEW). - . e

Though Ms Harrls is not 1n pubiIc 11fe\today, she:

=3

\
-

contlnues to be actlve in organxzatIOns that work for\ é%lce 3

and equallty "If my IIfe has any meanlng at all, it

+
"
g

J-@'u

that those who start as outcasts may end up being part of

the sistem:" Patrlcia Roberts Harris is stiil trying to make

N
~I

oy
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LENA HORNE (1917 = )
Lena Horne spent her childhood either on the road with -

her éétress mother or staying with various fr:ends and rela- °
tives: ‘She neverﬁé& a place where she really felt she be-

;élohged. When -she was sixteen her mother took her out of
school and got her a job in the chorus line at the Cotton
Club in Harlem. Ms. Horne was soon given a spot of her own

In spite of this success; Ms. Horne really wanted to
have the family life she had never known as a child. She
.married at the age of nineteen and‘had two children. The
marriage did not last because; as shé says today,.she and
her husband were both too immatufe. When she realized that
she would have to support her children, Ms. Horne began to
take her work ‘seriously. She developed her own style of
slnglng and found songs that were rlght for her.

Ms. Horne' s big break came in the early 1940's when
;she’ﬁés'sxgned by-Metro Goldwyn-Mayer (MGM) : It was the
fifst time a big movie company had signed a black actress
to a long term contract. Until them black actresses had
been g1ven movie’ roles only as maids or comics.. Ms. Horne's
contract said that she would never be asked to piay the role
of a servant; Though she was never in a stereotyped role,

she was giveh real acting parts only in .a few all-=black mov1es,

-~




as herself, singing in a nightclub, in a part of the film
that would be clipped out for all-white southern audiences: '

Ms. Horne became very famous. Some people called her

-

the most beautiful woman in the world: Night club owners

knew that they would make money if she sang for them. Ms.
Horne demanded that her contracts allow people of all races
to be admitted to her show. o ‘ :
During this time, when the United States was fighting
in World War II, the Army asked Ms. Horne to sing for the
troops. She was shocked to find that black soldiers were
not allowed to attend her shows with the white soldiers.
She usually had to give two shows at each Army camp. Ms:

Horne quit performing for the Army after a show at which
German prisoners of war yéd Béi%éf‘ééiié than Biéék Americans.
After the War, following some &iéééfééﬁéﬁté with MGM,
she made no more movies until The Wiz in 1978. Because of
her interest in the Council of Ai;ican Affairs and her
friendship with Paul ﬁbﬁéébﬁ;‘éémé people thought she was

a Communist. She was not allowed to sing on the radio or

television. Yet she made a triumphant return to Broadway

in 1057 ‘in the musical Jamaica. Since then she has always
had as many singing jobs as she wants. Today Lena Horne is
a gféﬁdméﬁhéf;ahd still beautiful, as well as beloved as a

great black woman of American music:

<<<<<




GHARLAYNE HUNTER-GAULT (1942 = )
At the age of twelve Charlayne Hunter-Gault knew she
»\Waﬁted to be a aournallst - _She-had many 1nterests and

thodght that be1ng a reporter would help satisfy her curxosxty
She was. ed1tor\of\her\h1gh school newspaper and before she
beca@e a‘pald reporter, sherwas In the headlines herself'
éﬁarlayﬁe Hunter-Gault decided to study journalism at
the UhiverSity of ééorgia. Although she was an outstandlng
student in high school, Ms. Hunter=Gault could not just mail
in her appllcatlon and walt féi the ﬁﬁi?éréiti to aééépt her.
but the Unlversxty of Georgia;still refiused to admlt black
students. It took a year and a half of legal struggles by
Mrs. Constance Baker Motley and'the N.A.A:C.P. Legal Defense
Fund beforj Ms. Hunter-Gault and her high school classmate;
ﬁamiltonvﬁolmee Beéaﬁe the flrét_ﬁlaék students to attend
the Universi ty*of GeorgIa ._ B | -
The day aﬁter they weré'admitted;.there was -a riot oﬁtéidé
- Ms. Hunter-GauTt dormitory, and she had to be rééoﬁé&‘ﬁi
state troop TSs. \ Though there were no more violent episodes,

Ms. Hunter- Gault\was never accepted by most of the white
\

students. Her iife there was hard and lonely Grlt pulled
|

her throﬁéh Fntiﬁ 1963 when her graduatlon made headllnes

all over thelworld.

Ms. Hunter—Gault's first job after graduation was as

a reporter for the New Yorker magazine. In 1967 she entered
‘ "
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the world of television as an investigative reporter for
the NBC station in Washington; D.C. She also co-anchored .
the evening méws.

Because she really wanted to write, Ms. Hunter-Gault

became a reporter for the\ New York Times. During her stay

at the zlggg, Ms. Hunter—Gault ‘won three awards for her .
news stories. By the fall of 1977, Ms: Hunter-Gault felt
ready for a new challenge. She j01ned the MacNeill-Lelrer
Report, a TV news program on PBS (Public Broadcasting System)
On fﬁié show she iﬁteriéWéd experts and important people .
in government about recent news events. The job required

& great deal of research and intelligence. Now that, the

MacNelll Lehrer Show 1s an hour long,; she appééré néariy

every evenlng as the New York Clty correspondent Chariayhé




FANNIE LOU HAMER (1917 =1977)
Faﬁﬁié taﬁ Hamer's gféﬁafathéf-was a éiavé. When Mrs;

big plantation owners were white and the black workers had
to déias they were told or Bé ?ifé&; - Schools for hiéék‘;'
children were broken down shanties and their books were
discards from white schools. Often the roads in black
neighborhoods were not paved, and many houses did not have
ruﬁﬁiﬁg water. All the judges, sheriffs and mayors in ;

Sunflower County were white. They did not have to pay
attention to biack people because black people were not

'aliowed to vote:

Though Mrs. Hamer knew that these condltlons wehe wrong,
éhé did not kfiow WHAL to db..qﬁééi&éé; she and her husband
had to work very hai& just to E&Eé a 1living. Mrs. Hamer
worked on a plantation and her house héibhgéd to the planta-
tion owner. N

In 1961 some young people from the Student ﬁaﬁ-viéiéﬁf

J\Coordlnatlng Commlttee (SNCC or “Sﬁiéi“)'ééﬁé 1o Sﬁﬁfléﬁéf

County They wanted to help bilack people reglster to vote.

nineteen years. Two weeks later Mr. Hamer lost his JOb

Mrs. Hamer_diaﬁif'§i€é up: ‘She went to work for SNCC
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- and discovered that éﬁéfﬁéé a good planner and organizer.
She worked to get people to register to vote. She helped
decide the best ways to persuade Congress and the ™ sident -
to pass laws that would make it possible for black peopile

in M1551551ppi and in the rest of the South to vote. She
é&@é many speeches all over the country.

Bur:ng this time she was arrested and beaten by the
ﬁelice. nghtrlders shot at the Hamers house. When other
p”é’o’ﬁvié‘ saw that Mrs. Hamer kept on trying, it also gave them
courage not to quit. More and more people 6?3‘ all fééé’s.j’eiﬁéa
the movement until finally in 1965 the Voting Rights Act was

Taﬁéy Mississippi is still a poor e}ate, tﬁeugﬁ life is
not quite so hard for black people. ﬁaﬁy black ﬁééﬁié ﬁi@é
béén elected to office. Whltelawmakers now recoé;}ze the
power of the black vote: Hfé; Hamer welcomed these changee
which she had helped to bring about but she did mot Stop
organizing. Until her death in 1977, she worked to get
blaék people to vote and to rup for office. She worked for
équal~bpp6rtunity for women and for a better iifé'féf farmers.

Fannle Lou Hamer had proven that even a poor and uneducated

black woman -¢ould make a difference.
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MAHALIA J CKSO 7(1911—1972)

Mahalia Jackson grew up in New Ofléaﬁs; Louisiana; sur-
rounded hsi'iﬁiisié. She heard all kinds of music, but best of
all she ioved the singing in her mofher;s-ﬁéptist church.
Because Ms. Jackson had a big voice, she was siﬁéiﬁéAiﬁ the

Béﬁfisf choir at the age of five.

Ms. Jackson was.still very young when her mother died
and the family was Separated. Ms. Jackson and her brother
were taken in by an aunt and unvle After she fihished firsf

grade, Ms. Jackson took an after-schooi job to help with expenses.

She helped her twelve year old cousIn clean and babysit for a

white family. Finishing eighth.grade; she went to work in a
laundry, all this time saving money. When She was sixteen, . s
she made a big move to Chicago to live With another aunt. She

«had seen that there was -no opportunlty for her in the South

in Chlcago Ms. Jackson worked as a cieaning woman. She soon
Afoﬁhd a church where they sang the soﬁgs she loVéd and bééamé ;
soloist in the choir. She and some frlends formed a slnglng

group which sang forAchurch events, sometlmes for pay. 1In 1934

Ms. Jackson made her first record and earned a 11tt1e money from

it. .
At that time many black people did not approve of: gospel
singing and-white people had never heard 'o'f it Some of Ms.

Jackson's friends tried. to persuade "her %o learn to sing blues.

Ms. Jackson éiﬁé&s refused. '"Blues are the songs of despair,"
she said. 'Gospel soﬁés are the songs of hope u A
In 1939 a black composer named Thomas A. Dorséy asked Ms.

- 34 .
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Jackson to éihg his songs so people weuld buy them:. He had
written maay gospel songs, inmcluding Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'
févbrité; "Precious Lord Take My Hand." Ms. Jackson travelled
through Lhe South with him for five years, éihging in black.
churches . |

By then Ms. Jackson wanted to tr’a;ve_i 'less. ‘She opened a
beauty parlor aﬁd a flower shop in Chiéaéo; Her businesses wéré
sucoesstul; and on weekends she saﬁé; in i946 she made a ?ecord
of a goépei song called "Move on Up a Little." It was an
immediate success. Suddenly evefyoﬁé/waﬁted to hear gospel.
is. Jackson sang on television, appesred at Carnegie Hall in
New York City, and toured Europe. People everywhere loved .
her and her somgs. Ms. Jackson éiﬁgafa raise money for Dr.
Kinig's non-violent campaign for civil i‘ighté. No matter '.hov’;v’
many times she sang for big audiences; Ms. Jackson always
found time to sing in small black churches. "The church is
my fiiling stationm.. I get inspiration théfé Y she said.

Though Ms. 5ack§on‘s health grew bad and the doctors
Wahted her to rest, she Eéﬁt on singing In ié?i; while .

Six thousand people came to her funeral in Ghicago In New
Orleans the Governor of Louisiana and the mayor joined fifty
thousand mourners as MahaIIa Jackson, Queen of Gospel waé

buried not .far from her chxidhood home.




DR. RUTH B. LOVE - o

-bg; Ruth Love wanted to learn so she .could help to
,éducate others. Believing in education, she went to coiiege
and in 1954 began teaching in the public schools in Oakland,
California. " While she was Eé&éﬁzﬁé ﬁﬁa iiféf when she had
other 5565; Dr. Love kept on going to écﬁooi She earned
a Master's degree.and a Ph.D.

In 19?1 she went to Washington, D.C. to set up a piogram_
called "nght to Read" for the govefnmenf. The goal of this .
national program wis to Eeécﬁ illiterate Aﬁéfié;ﬁé how to
read: Yet many people in government were not fééiiﬁ‘iﬁtéféété&;

Dr. Love found that she had to struggle constantly for mornay

for the program. Despite the obstacles, Some pProgress was
made. |
Suddenly the Oakland School ﬁiéfficf was in the news.
' The Superintendent of Schools had been murdered. The Board
of ﬁdﬁcatioﬁ Wéﬁtéd Dr. Love to. come back and take over hlS
job. Dr. Love declded to accept the challenge.
People of many dlfferent raceS'llée& in Oakland. Dr. ,

Love had to. persuade fﬁeﬁ fﬁif she was fair to everyone. Pr:

-

"Love had'to-develop a system that could teach all chlldreﬁ;

regardless of race and régardiééé‘qf where they iived. She )
. had to please the. School Board, the\ﬁpincipals, the teachers, b

- parents and tﬁe'Bueiﬁeéefcommunity. Sﬁe\ﬁoiﬁé&'éVéfi day
..and long\Into the evening. - . l\\x

36




I \

School system. Goals were set for each grade. Dr. Love

wanted each graduate to be quai%fied for college or for
I - S

a job. The plan began to work; the students' test scores

improved every year.

she bédéﬁé Superintendent of Schools iﬁieﬁiéégé;_iiiiﬁbisr
The éyétem had many 5?65iéﬁ§'ﬁﬁéﬁ pDr. Love took the j0B;"
It was out of money. H’éﬁsj of the school buildings were old
and overcrowded. To make matters worse, the Chicago schools
were always in the middle of political struggles.

When Dr. Love took the job in Chicago, she said, "I'm
ot looking for a ifééé. garden, and I'‘m sure I won't find
one." What she found was more like a briar patch! If the:
Chicago school system is ta'bé turned into a '"rose garden";’
it can only be by a tough experienced educator like Dr.

Ruth B. Love.

\\
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TONi MORRISON (1931 - )
Toni Morrison could read before she went to school.
All through her childhood she read books of all kinds.
a Master's degree at Cornell, Ms. Morrison studied Ixféféfﬁfé:
Ms. Morrison thought she was preparing to teach English
at a college: 1In fact ‘she did teach for some years at

,Howard and later at other unlver51t1es ] Yet her real involve- '

ment with books was in. qulte a different way -i

~

In 1966 Ms. Morrlson moved to Syracuse New York, and
became an editor for a textbook company. She tried to make

the company's textbooks show biack people as they really

are. At nlght she worked on her first novel, The Bluesthye
After a year and a half, Ms. Morrison became_an edlto;

for a large publishing company, Random House, in New York

City. Her job was to read the :manuscripts of few books and

work with authors to 1mprove them She also found new Wfiters

for her company to publish. . Ms. Morrison eSpe01a1£L enioyé&, -

working with black writers. Because she was good if ﬁéf job;

she was promoted to senior editor.

~  In the late 1960's people were beginning to be interested

in books by and about black women. Ms. Morrlson ‘became known

as an author when her book ‘The Bluest Eye was published in

1969. She publlshed her second novel Sula, in 1973: Song of -

Solomon was publlshed in 1977 It won for Ms; Morrison the

flctlon award of the Natlonai Book Cr1t1cs C1rcle ~ She was

5_ ‘ . C» _a5_ . 38



'thé first black ﬁoﬁin,'and only the §éé6ﬁ& black person, to
aiﬁ§%ﬁi§ award: She ‘also won anm award from tpe American
Academy of Arts and Letters. " “
Ms. Morrison's first three ‘books were about black
./~ people in small towns in the midwest. She used memories of

- her -home town of Lorain, Oth and the odd people she used
to meet there;.ilke the women who conjured with roots or
usea magic for healing. Readers thought that Ms. Morrison
/ would always write about the same sort of people, but Tar Baby, .
her fourth book, published in 1981, is set in the Carribean and -
has black aﬁ& white characters. | :

When a new book by Toni ‘Morrison comes out; she ﬁés to

‘ travel,; appear on"telev151ongialk shows; and glve 1nterv1”
to newspapers and magazines 4s a part of most writers' jobs
‘today is to help sell their books. Yet Ms. Morrison triés to
keep as much time as she can for writing: "Writing is for
me the most extraordxnary way of thinking and feeling. It
is the one thing I do. that I have absolutely no 1ntent10n éf
1iv1ng w1thout;" she says.
Ms. Morrison's friend, teantyne Price, said of her
~ books, 'She paints plctures with words, 7éﬁ&‘§é§&iﬁ§ or hearing %E
those words is like Iistenlng to music." The g1r1 who loved .

to read had glven readers more books to love. Let us hope

there will be many more books.by Toni Morrison.




ELEANOR HOLM MES NORTON (1937 = )
Eieanor Holmes Norton grew up in Washimgton, D.C.
where the only public places blacks and whites could share
were seats on a city bus. Despite this, her parents taid
Eleanot and her sisters that they were as good as anyone -
else. They said that the kind of white people who believe

in segregatlon are 1gnorant and mean:
Ms: Norton kﬁew that she wanted to help people in some

way when she grew up. She thought about belng a missionary

s ‘or a téachér or a doctor. While she was at Antioch eollege R,

and graduated in 1964

For a year Ms. Norton was clerk for a federal Judge

f Then shé-ﬁbrkéd'fbr the American Clv1L Liberties Hnton

guaraﬁteed under the Bill of-Rxghts; There Ms. Norton

spec1a112ed in free speech; which is protected by the First
Amendment to the Unltei §'ates Constltutlon ‘
While Ms Norton was with the A.C.L.U:, thé civil rights ‘L?

movement and the movement against the war in VIetnam were in;
full swing. Ms. Norton and the A:€:L.U: helped people "who

’ S N\
were trying to defend.their right to protest. They defended

the right to all kinds of free g;‘sééch In 1968 the Mayor
of New York Clty tried to keep Governor George Waliace of

Alabama from maklng‘a racist. speech in Shea Stadlum Ms Norton




1970 he asked Ms. Norton to head the CItY s Commission on '~

Human:Rights. Her job was to see that no one was dlscrImina-?

.ted against because of race, Sex or any other reason: Peopief
-~ . .

‘who feituthat thé? had been: treated unfazrly could comﬁiain

to the eommission * 1f the claim were true once investlgated

the person making the complalnt would get 3ust1ce’ Ms. Nortonlfi

was proud of the fact that-almost two thirds of the claims

were sett1edKW1thin three months

In-1976 pre31dent JImmy earter asked Ms. Norton to headi

the Equai Eqpioyment Opportunltles Commission (E.E.O0.C.) in

Washington. The E. E.O. C works €6 1 prevent‘disorimrXation—in[

JObS = in hiring, flring, and promotion When.Ms; Norton

came to the E E. 0 C she found over one hundred twenty-three.
j .

thousand cases waiting to be settledJ Ms. Nortgn d1rected
fhe E.E.0.C. so-it worked better. She got Cohgress to-pass
1&55 to'ﬁake”thé E.E.O.C.: stronger 'Even'thebusinesses th&t
the E.E.O.C. investigated thought the Commi ssion was - ‘doing a
better job ‘under her leadership: ;_Y' .jf 1'; ) -%u' |
Unfortunateiy, when a new president ﬁas elected MJ
ﬁorton lost her joh ) Eoday she teaches ;t the Georgetown

Law Center in Washington Her studentsrare learning to shari

her faith in the laW as a way of eﬁding Injustice Perhapsvi,

some day Ms., Norton wi}&—be in pubii office again Perhap:

(D"\».\

America will again benefit from herg’ dicétion and WIsdom

“bz 2




LEONTYNE ﬁfméé (1927 = )
Leontyne pfiéé_gféw up in Laurel, ﬁiésissipﬁi where

her father was a carpenter in a sawmiii and her mother was

a midwife. Music wasitheir spare timé activity. They listened
to all kinds of reéords’ Ms. Price's mother sang solos ‘in the
church choir and her father played in the church band. Ms..
Price sang 1n-the ch01r; too;:and studied plano ‘

| When her mother took her to hear Marlan Anderson Ms

Price knew she wanted to become a~great slnger like her

bAfter graduatlng from high school, Ms Price studied singing
at Central State Hnlverslty in Wllberforée; Ohio: She also .
studied to become a music teacher, in case her singing career
~ was not successful. | . S L

- Ms_. Prlce graduated from_college_iéﬁl948*__She;wonma::;;_—~v

scholarship to the Juilliard School of Music in New York City,
bﬁt she had no money to pay her iiﬁiné\éiﬁéﬁséé: 'When her aunt )
told her white employer about Ms §£icé?§ prohléﬁ; the famiiy
offered to pay'ﬂs; Prlce S llVlng expenses. ‘Later, ﬁaul Robeson
gave azheﬁefit performance that ra1sed one thougand dollars for |
Ms, Price. i |

While she was.at'Juilliazd, MS. Price sang in a student
opéra; fhe coﬁposer; Virgii.fhomson; asked her to appear in
a‘Braaaaay show he‘had written. The show ‘though it did not.

last long, had an 1mportant result for Ms Price* Ira Gershwln

heard her slng and asked her to play Bess in George Gershw1n s

opera Por and. Bess. The show was a great success. It ran
D gy ‘ S§

for two years, hetween 1952 and,1954. It had a national tour




/

and was sent to Europe by the United States Deépartment of State

Ms.”Prlce s career was launched:. In 1955 she was -the f1rst
black pérsén to star in an opera on téleVisibn. ‘In 1957 she
made her first appearance on an opera stage in San Francisco.
She also sang at the great opera houses in Europe. -

Ms. Pr1ce made her debut at the ‘greatest opera house'in
. América, the Metrppolitan Opera Company of New York Clty,i in

1961. - Her singing earned her a forty—two m1nute ovatlon'

Between 1961 and 1969'sﬁe appeared at the Met one: hundred and ~

exghteen t1mes. When the Met moved to Lincoln €Center in 1966—

Ms. Price had .the 1ead role in a new opera espec1a11y wr1tten‘

for the occa51on.

w~~~-~——~~-Dur1ng~%he~i979-s Msw«PrLee~chese~te~per£orm—~n—iewer
operas,; with fewer pressures; and instead give more perfor-
mances at recitals. “fdday I do exactly as I'piease;" she
says. "That is the true sign of success." Théﬁgh ﬁé§X6ciéé
is st111 glorlous Ms. PrIce is preparlng for the time when E
she can no Ionger perform. She remembers ‘how much her teacher
meant to her and plans to teach,‘to pass on to promxsing' -

students the 1ess6ns and encouragement she received. Perhaps_
\ L

;




EAﬁEAﬁA GARDNER' PROCTOR (1931 -7 )
Barbara Gardner Proctor's childhood was desperately
poor. Part of the time she iived in North Carolina'in‘é
shanty Wﬁiéﬁ had no running water or electricity. V.Sﬁé was
brought up by her érandmother;_wheralways teldvher; "You're -
not cute, but you'fe smart, and you're going to amount to

-=someth1ng L -1

Ms. Proctér lived up téfﬁer gréndmotﬁeris words. Sﬁé

“College; Most college students graduate with one college
degree, but Ms. Proctor worked so hard thet she earned two
college degrees. | | i

- After college Ms Pr66t6r~iérﬁé& for =a Eiﬁé;is music °

r1tic and contributing editpr for Bownbeat M&éééine; Léter

she was international d1rector of a record comg\:y for three -
years.. These 3obs were 1nterest1ng and challe g\ng, but Ms.

. : 1

Proctor decided that she wanted a career that demanded very

careful ertIng; She went ‘to work for an aévertislng agen Sy
: K

\
r - === - ’ \\\ e e
In 1970 Ms. Proctor refused to write a t l\y1s1on
commercizl which she cons1dered offensive to women The

in Chicago.

'advert1s1ng agency f1red her. Ms. Proctor sensed tﬁét if

she wanted to write ads that were satisfactory to her;’sﬁe
would have to run @er own agency.
. e ! -

'To start her own business— Ms. Proctor asked the Small
Business Administration (S.B. A ) for a loan of eighty thousand

: J
!
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dollars. As a pollcy the S.B.A. asked Ms. Proctor to piedge”
some of her property in- case she couid not repay the money '4
Ms. Proctor .told them that. her piedge (or collateral) was-
her own professional reputation She got the loan: She

i

named her agency Proctor and Gardner, thinklng that people

Running her own business Was not easy After ﬁroctor

and Gardner opened there were no ciients for seven long

months. . Then the agency 1anded a big contract to. write ads

. for a very large grocery store chain. The business grew.
Proctor and Gardner speclallze in advertising directed to ;o
the biack communlty.f The agency wi11 not wr1te ads for

c1garette and liquor companies , It will not accept clientsa-i

who sponSOr vlolent shows on television Proctor and Gardner

Proctor hires people according to their abiirty.' It was

estimated that in 1983 Proctor

million dollars worth of advertising Barbara Gardner Proctor

has proven that withtalent and hard work it is possible to
own a business, t6 stick to princlples and to make money at

the same time.
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'AUGUSTA EAVAG E (1900 -1962) @,/
/—

.

-Augusta Savaéé”&iééé?éféd}&ft.ﬁﬁéﬁ éﬁé was six yéaré aia;

home in Fiorida Her famlly was Very poor; and her father

thought that maklng 1mag es was a sin. She attended over-

crowded segregated -schools. .
When Ms. Savage was fiftééﬁg she moved to West Palm
Sprlngs, FlorIda, where the. schools were better The prlncl—'

.1,

pal took an interest ih the young‘artlst. He persuaded her
father, a.miﬁiétér,.that art could be used gor”rellgious
purpbsés. He even paid Ms. Savage to teach clay aéaéiiﬁé
at school. | " | |
Ms. Savage attended a. teacher s college but reallzed . .;:

‘that she really wanted to study art. At Cooper Undon in
e - \ ;

New York Clty,_ classes -were free, and her teachers were so

1mpréssed with her work that they arranged: for a scholarship
tohéay for,herhliving expehses;;;She was pald;to makexsculptures"
of such famous black leaders as Dr. W.;Ef'é;.ﬁubbig aﬁa Marcus
Garvey: | ‘ .

In 1922 Ms. Savage iearued that 100 American women were
being invited to study at a summer art 565661 in France. She
was turned down because she was black. Many people of all
raéés;.oﬁtraééd by"the uﬁfairgéés;7gav speeches and wrote
.articles in the newspapers ' .

After flnishing at Cooper Unxon Ms: Séﬁégé~éupp6rfé&
'herself with jobs in factories and 1aundries -Workiﬁg on her‘

sculptures only in her spare time, she. created a head of a'




young Harlem boy and named it Gamin. The sculpture was so .
good that tﬁe Julius Rosenwald Fund gave Ms. Savage moﬁey so
that she couid'fihaily study in France. She travelled aroundty
Euope, stu'dyi'ng- sculptiures evérywheré; |
When Ms. Savage returned to the United States im 1932,

the country was in a depression. Shé knew she couid ﬁévér

make a living selling her works, sSO- she opened the Savage

School of Arts and Crafts in Harlem. The Carnegie Foundation
provided free lessons for children. The school became an 'y,j
important gathering place for black artists.

The Works Progress Administration (WPA) art proaect

hired many good’ black artists to paint pictures for public

on the WPA. Ms. Savage also made sure that biack artists3

got some of the supervisory jobs with the WPA

Many of Ms: Savage 's sculptures were 1ost because she

, could not afford to cast them in bronze Many thought she.,

/

could have been a better ‘and more famous artist if she.had_v"1
not Spent so much time helping other peopie. Augusta Savage

disagreed. She said #If I can inspire one of these young-’7

sters to deveiop the talent I know they pos sess; ,hen my

monument will be in their work."




Mary Church Terréll believed that all people should have
equal rights and opportunities. Her life was spent working
for these goals. )

Mrs. Terreii‘s parents were slaves. ﬁér fathér taﬁéht

master s steamsh:p; After freedom he entered business and
became an impbrtaﬁt property owner in Memphls;'Tennessee;
Mrs. ferreiiis mother ran the city's most_popniar beduty
parior. They could éaéiii afford to send their daughter
north to hxgh sch001 and coiiege o ‘ ‘ e
Mary Church Terrell came to 0ber11n College where ) o
women were expected to take the_two year "lady S course.“

Instead Mary Ciurch Terrell took the four year "gentleman's

~course,” which included such ﬁﬁﬁi&&;iiﬁéﬁ éaﬁjéafg as éfééﬁ'

fepent two years in Europe learnlng to speak French German
and Italian. | . .

ﬁrs. Terrell's father thought she should stay home and:
keep house but Mrs ~Terrell thought she, shonid put her
education to work. She was teaéhing ééhoél in.WaShington;

D.C. when she met and married Robert Terrell, who later

became the first black federal judge. Married women were
not allowed to teach then, so Mrs. Terrell had more time

to work for the rights in which she believed.




In the 1890 s women were flghting 'for the right to vote.
Mrs. Terreill gave many speeches about women's votIng rights
and often picketed the White House._ She also became_a popular
‘lecturer about rights for black peopie Whité audiencés-were

oiten surprlsed because they had never Seen an educated black

woman before She persuaded many people that black peopie

Mrs. Terrell continued to fIght injustiee a11 her 11fe
' When she was an old woman, she and. some of her. friends tried

to buy a meal in. a restaurant in Washington D C When the

3

manager asked them to leave, she flled a lawsuit She ied

pxcket 11nes and sit= ins when she was eighty-nine years old._;l

—————1n—1953—the Supreme Court ruled that Washington restaurants

had to serve all "respectabie people. Mary Church Terrell ;f;
was happy with this victory, but she had no intention of :
stopping her work. "Keep on going Keep on insisting. KeepV”
on f’iéﬁf"iﬁé_iii;iii"s‘t_iéé;" ‘she said in one of her last speeéhéé
before she dled. | h o

7
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Alma W Thomas grew up in Columbus Georgia’h From her

éarilestryears Ms. Thomas loved the beautiful flelds and

flowers at héf'grahdfathef's ﬁiahtatioh* She loved the

brlght colors of the clothes” her mother sewed.. éhé had no

chance to see works—of art, but there was an artist in her
. that saw the beauties ‘of the world.

When Ms. Thomas was ready for high school; her family
moved to ﬁashihgtéﬁ;'D;C;vso that she éﬁ&.ﬁéf sistérslébﬁla
récéive.a_béttérvéducatibﬁ. Ms. Thomas attended a trade
school, Where‘the;art room was "like heaven to her." - She
tooﬁ-eVér§ art;éiass the séhooi_offeré&; She also studied

hat making, séﬁiﬁg; and cooklng

ngugh,mgstfgimthe ‘members of the Thomas family were

profess1ona1; ‘educated people; Ms. Thomas-was better at

making things with her hands than in schooi suhﬁects.
Instead of gaiﬁg to'éoiiéié' she atténded a téaéhér traihiﬁg

sch001 and became a kindergarten teacher _ o
After World War I Ms. Thomas thought she should make a
change from teachlng. She deeided to study costume design
at Howard University. The head of the art department recog-
nized her abilities. Fé'ﬁéiﬁé& her study works of art and
taught Her how to be & ‘sculptor: - ;? |

Ms. Thomas became an art teacher in the Washington 'D.C.

'-publlc schools. She taught in the same room at. a Junior high

50



schopl for thift?—fi@é years! She loved working w1th

children. Even after she retired in 1960, she invited childrenﬁ%
from the neighborhood 1nto her home and helped them mgke

puppets and put on shows. A

- A11 thlS time Ms. Thomas lived in the’ worid of art §he'”j

,

.'got a Master of Fine Arts degree from €oiumbia Univer51ty in»

19347 She'travelied to Europe to~study art. In 1943,she

artlsts.

Ms. Thomas was constantly working with dlfferent klnds

“of art, trying to find what was right for her. At the age

of\ sixty-nine shewsucceeded. She—heggn—to paint olotures of

ﬁétﬁre that showed the ﬁattérns and colors of the world

\ e .
eSpe01a11y the brllllant colors. "Color for me is llfe;
she Saiﬁ{ One writer said that. "her paintlngs poS1t1ve1y 51ng

Qoo N
Ms. Thomas was'invited to ‘exhibit her work in shows.

In 1972 she had a one—person show at two of America s most

1

Whitney in New York Clty. Ms Thomas was delighted that the
glrl from Columbus Georgia had come so far and that others .
admlred the work she loved to do. ‘ MAS 1ong as I can get a

stroke to the canvas:\; know I'm moving on," she sai#: -Hntil}
her death in 1978, Alma\Thomas kept moving on. The World is "

A
richer for her work. \\ o
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MAGGI E LENA WALKER (1867 - 1934)

~ Maggie Lena ﬁéikei was a person who got things done.
She had good business semse, and she could organize. Because
of her great abilities, she became a pioneer; she was_'i;hé |
first woman in America to become the president of a bank:

ﬁrs. Walker's mother was a-widow who washed clothes to
: R S P
support her famlly Mrs; Walker began helping with the family
fimances at an early age. She graduated from high school when .

she was sixteen aﬁd ‘became a School teacher. Her real intefést;

héwever,; was busl’ess She soon began’ taking courses 1n busi-

ness édministratlon In 1889 she put her skills to work as’

/ N

secretary for the Grder of St. Luke in Richmond Vlrgﬂnla o

The Brder of St Luke ~was a society for black people

g

expenses *When Mrs. Walker became secretary, the Order was -

very poor and had few members 'Mrs Walker btllt up the

membershxp andmincreased the funds By 1924 the Order had
more than one hundred thouSand members. |

In 1902 Mrs. Walker persuaded the ‘other directors of
the Order that it was time to open a bank- whe#e all thls moneyuﬂ
could be kept: When- the bank was foundedf she becamé 1ts
president. Mrs. Walker wanted the ba.nk to help the black : ,

communlty She started thrlft clubs to. encourage chiidren

to work and save thelr money She taught peopie how o save'

money to. get ‘a2 bank 1oan to buy a house or éxpand a business

j\‘ i .o B o f
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Mrs. Walker was more than a banker. She married in

- 1890 and had _two soﬁél A community leader, she organized
' ¢ _B

fourteen hundred women 1nto:rcounc11 which foundeh a. home;
- for delrnquent black girlsf and worked with interracial
groups to found a community center for Richmond She was

also preSident of the. National Association for the Advance-»

ment of Black People in Virginia. . 3 -
: L , B ¢
In 1924 the éiﬁi 6?' Richmond g&iié a eﬁéciéi day to

_city; The chief speaker was the Governor of Virginia.

Maggie Lena Walker had made herself a place in history.

-l - RIS Y T S Y R S N
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MADAME C. J. WAI;KER( 33

\.
A
\

_ Sarah Breedlove Walker was not born with a silver spoon

in her mouth. She lost her parents when-sﬁé was sii'yéars

\ . v

‘old. She was marrled at fonrteen and a w1dow with a child

to support at twenty After her\husband s death she made'“

a. 11v1ng washlng clothes for other people Yet when she

|
d1ed she was the m11110na1re owner bf .a successful bus:ness

\ o ;
she" had created all %y ‘hersel?: ‘\' S \

| Y.

\

E ghty years ago most’ biack pe pie feit they haa to

‘ strazghten\thexr hair when they dre sed up . 7 The# did it by \\
ironing their hair with a flat iron| In 1905 Mrs. Walker

invented'a-haiipsoitener and aﬂspec1al stralghtenlng comb.f
a

- o SN - B . *
Her method!waS'\n instant :success. | e -

N -~

775~é5&i&;5é—é~:”
organ iz&d ‘the Madame C.

~aké'héx§pfaaucts;5 She

'ratoriés in iﬁ&iaﬁaﬁaiié
4

4

7"entua117 her company

epple,; Tenlng up career@%

jfberw1se might not have

'

E

The "Walker agents" Who ‘W nt aoar to door all over

America were more than saiespeople° They taught the1r
\

chnlqueS\,fﬂrs Waikér P

customers good SECoHLE and beauty £
wanted black people to. take pride. 1n§the1r looks\and cleanliness.

8
\A
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Later Mrs. Walker organized the ﬁaik’r agents into clubs

and gave prizes to the clubs which did the most volunteer

‘ _ . - N

o i o
Mrs. Walker gave large sums of the mbﬁéy she earned to

| . 7 . L ) : AN ] '\'77777

schools and charities. Always ready to listen to people's

work in their communities:

problems, she was eager to help them if she é&ﬁi&;. / f”}
The success of her business meant that Mrs: Walker
could afford a good Efiié of living. She 6ﬁﬁéa¥téﬁﬁhbﬁéé§.
in Indianapolis and New York City and a_iuxufiaué country
mansion. With many of the most famous black peoplé in

\ |

America as her guests, she became a well known hostess.
Sarah Breedlove Walker, once a washwoman, will be remembered

as one of the very first American women ;b/bééamé a self- 7/5

d

made millionaire.

. '
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IDA B. WELLS = BARNETT (1862 - 1931)
Ida B. Wells-Barnétt *sh;o"weu early in life that she knew
her own mind. When she was sixteen years old, both of her parents
diéd and frlends wanted to parcel her younger - brothers and

isters out to various éamilies ﬂrs; Wells—Barnett refused,
r R : .
saying she could care for them herself.

She left school and took a teaching job at a one room

country schooil: Séééfal years later; Wwhen her brothers and

sisters were grow1ng up, she went to teach in ﬁemphis, Tennessee

In her spare time she attended classes and went on educatlonal

a

- e S
-trlpsl; In 1887 she/began to write articles for newspapers She
l i N\
A
.

found she llked wr1t1ng and was good at it. She was offered N :i

‘a job as. ‘editor and part owner of a black newspaper in Memphis.

! e
‘However, she soon 1ost her teachlng Job for writlng art1cl

about how pgor the black schools in Memphls .were.

} In 1891 her close fr1end and two other black bu81nessmen “\<

'were murderen by a white mob because their store was takxng

\ - \
business from a]whlte—owned store (This kind of murder is

called 1ynch17g and it happened often in, the South in those 'X

—

days:) Everyomne knew who the murderers were, but: no ‘effort

was made to arrest éhém. Mrs Wells—Barnett wrote an art\cl\

‘saying that blai k people “should leave Memphls because the law\\\,

- did not protectL At least two thousand did go and some

@ere hurt Anather anti-lynching article she
\

white businesse
wrote gave -her %nemxes an excuse to wreck her office and the

/ y




press while Mrs: Welis-Barnett was out Gi town. She was
warned/ never to return to Memphis again

idstead she went to New York City to write for a famous - &

biack newspaper. In 1893 and 1948 she went to England, speaking-
to large éﬁdiéhCéé and urging people there to protest againé%
1ynchings. Many famous English people j01ned anti-lynching
sbciéfiés.ﬂ '
sent these 6ii§5iﬁ§§ to Aﬁéfieén newspapefs and 56iitiéiéns.
Soon p

cans of all races were speaking out against lynching. The P

'number of lynchlngs began to drop.
i T
When she came back from England, Mrs. Wells-Barnett moved

\

to Chicago\and married Ferdinand Barnett, a iéﬁ?éf who 6ﬁnea':'

a black newspaper. Hnt*l her second son was born, Mrs. ﬁéiisiﬂ

Barnett was editor. Thbﬁgh she then decided to stay home

with her children; she often took\ hem with" her when she went

6ﬁ sﬁéaking tripsﬂ She- continued to;wrlte and-organize towheipVE
black people until she died in 1931. | | o

Ida B. Wells-Barnett was '
cared more 5566% fiihting Wrongs

other people's feelings.

peopiethough+ Mrs, Wells—Barnett spoke out too muchf

she was dlfflcult to work with in organizations Today{' 6ﬁéﬁe

\:these differences ire forgotten, én; Ida Wells-Barnett is
AN 75! _ S - . ) .
‘remembered as a tireless worker in the cause of Justice.

\ . ; 7
. N k]
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DF? JANE COOKE WRIGHT (1919 - )

Dr. Jane Cooke Wright was born into a medical family, which ‘
was. also-a family of "firsts." Her grandfather was one of‘the
first graduates of Meharry Medical College: Her father was one
of the first black graduates of Harvard Medical School and the
first black physician appointed to‘thé staff of.a New York City_
, ﬁosﬁitai; Another relative was the first black graduate of
Yale Medical School. Her sister is also a doctot

For a while Dr. Wright tried to resist a career in mediciie.
She thought about becoming a painter. After'hef father pointed
‘out that she probably couid not make a 11v1ng as an art1st
Dr:. Wright decided to enter the medical field. “After graduaf’iﬁg
from Smith College in 1942, she won a four year scholarship £o
the New York Medical Coliege. She received her M.D. with Honors

in 1945 and went on to further training in internal medicine.

When she was fully &ﬁaiifiéa;iﬁr;-wright opened an office
to practlce famlly medicine: kﬁoﬁeﬁer; she found that it was not
qulte what she wanted and was; glad to go to work in 1949 in her
father's cancer research foundation at Harlem Hosp1ta1 When he
_d1ed ;n 1952, she became director of the c11n1c . .
- Dr. Wright had found her life's work: She likéd the

challenge and felt a constant sense of adventure in research.

She tried to find- cures and treatment for cancer through surgery; .
radiation; and chemotherapy She felt that chemotherapy haad

. the greatest chance of siuccess and devised many experlments to

-




.//“ : \ S K
fest different chemicals. "There's no greater thrill than in .
:ﬁaﬁiﬁg an éiﬁeriment turn out in such a way that you make a
“contribution,” she said. -

Io 1955 Dr. Wright became Associate Professor of Research
Surgery at New York UnIversIty Medical School and Director of g
Cancer Chemotherapy at the Medical Center She continued the i:f
family “first" tradition in 1967, When she became the first

bilack woman to be the dean of

Medical College. |

 Dr. Wright served on the President's Commission on Heart
Disease, Cancer and Stroke under Presidents . Kennedy and Johnso
Though the Commission made recommendations, Dr. ﬁright thinks .
that not enough is being done about cancer in th1s country

She argues that if any money were: spent on the dIagnosis and

cured

While leading this busy: profe551ona1 life, Dr. wfighf'

married and had two daughters, one of whom is not a phy51cian
Dr. Wright believes that medicine 1s a wonderful career for a
woman, saying: "y ﬂ". . have had the creatIve JOYS of a medicalf
career. I haye also had the joys ofga family: I cannot think
of a better way of life Because of the challenges, the reward

'and the opportunities for a full and productive future, I would;

- 3

urge young women to con51der medicine as a career
: ‘e B
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SECTION TWO -
Game Activities . - - -
1. Seek and Find Puzzle: : : : : : .: + + + - 55

2. Understanding Acronyms. . . . . . . . . . . 56

3. Match Gae. . . « « oo o o o e . e . 57

4. Calculating Age . . . - - - = = & i 3 i 58
i 5. ’Wbr& Scramble : : : I i i i i e e e e . . | 55 . | /

Key to GameS: . . . « « « « « « + 4 . . & 60 ' ;/'

TO TEACHERS:
The following five game activities can be duplicated
- - i . . ) ) e -
as they appear and given to students to complete. Tear

the page out and make copies,. or copy omto a ditto master

for reproducing. The answers to all five games appear at
the end of this section:

:54;




ACTIVITY 1: SEEK»AND'FIND PUZZLE

circle the names of the women listed

-4

s =

B B> W

Q

- T T L

e T« . - HE -« FEC T N o T - > TR -1
Q » &4 I W O W

B )

w

H,
.4\

€Clark
Love
Gault

Edelman

__Ii amer - -

Mot ley

Norton

. - Terrell

% 0O wu R’

< 2 Yl o< woHE O %W Z oa o
¢ = oo e o o=
=< IR o5 . G! X

=
W M O d\

td |

i 10

-55=

SR T~ -

Z o =
W < A O NI

&
H
=

e
w
o w

H ® % ®
u |
- - TT

0O O W Q' » B O = A

» =B O =® gl
BN @ o W

O
2

Barnett

Walker

Proctor

Horne = -

. Jackson

Savage

o Z wm

kb O Q1
o

2 0 W Wl

22

below in the puzzle.

n
o =
2 <

o =

L}
O » &I o H H W QO o W
LS - T T - - I >

o N
H| U
< Wl

17.

18. Ferguso

19. VWright

— = R
207 "Morrison

21. Hansberry

Harris

e




Ly

ACTIVITY 2: UNDERSTANDING ACRONYMS o -

An acronym is a word formed from the initial letters

. of a name, as "WAC" for Women's Army Corps. '
" We see and read and hear acronyms all around us in
our daily lives. . .banks; schools, even people \'j;i’s’é acronyms
to shorten their titiéé and iiéiiiéé; -.}\,
Here are some acronyms of organizations that\' the notable
black women in this booklet have been involved Wi‘iéh. Write
the full title or name for each one in the -space p%oviéied._

[T S
=z i
=] !
>
)
v

[ R - S I\ N
o
2
Q
Q
|

35
e

3 O
B 3
= i

0
-
L=
(@]
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|
|
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|
|




_:55:

ACTIVITY 3: MATCH THE PERSON WITH HER ACHIEVEMENT

' A. Augusta Savage Worked for a better life for farmers
N N . and equal opportunity for women

B. Madame C. J. Walker Studied the development of black

C. Dr. Ruth B. Love infants - .

_ o o o Founded the Highlander Folk School

D. Eleanor Holmes Norton _First female federal judge
- E. Mary Church Terrell -First Black opera singer to appear

B S on TV

F. Mahalia Jackson __ Spoke fluently in three foreign ,

G. ‘Lorraine Hansberry languages . o

T Superintendent of two large school

H. Septima P. Clark districts b

i. Dr. Angeiia D. Ferguson . Owner of own advertlslng agency

) ) o " DefgggedfGeo;ge Wallace in freedom

J. Lena Horne of speech case; :

K; Béfﬁéfé Gardner Pfaéféf Founded an art SCh001 in Harlem

) S Made a fortune in the Black cosmetlcs

L. Marian Wfight-Edélﬁan industry

M. Constance Baker Motley ____Founded the Children's Befense Fund

~ - o . President of NEA.

N. .Mary Hatwooo Futrell Editor and hlghly acclalmed novelist’

0. Maggie Lena Waikei _____Founded a bank and was strong civic '

S — leader T

P; Patricia Roberts—Harrxs B Queen of Gospel singing _;;_’;;

B o - _ J—

Q: Alma W. Thomas TV nezﬁﬁanchor/and—PBS‘ correspondent.
‘R Charla ne_Hunter—éauit - Headed two federal government agencies
—— _ Dean of a medical schcol

S. Toni Morrison A ___° _ Author of a successful Broadway play

T. Leontyne Price ' Designed the bust of President N

N e Roosevelt that was used on the dlme

U: Selma Burke i Actress and Broadway star

V. Dr. Jane Cooke Wright Became a noted nature palnter

- _ L _ late in life :

W. Fannie Lou- Hamer :
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ACTIVITY 4: CALCULATING AGE

1

Nine of the women in this booklet have died. Calculate how
iong each one lived and identify each woman from the birth and
death dates. (b) = birth .(d) =:death
i. (b) 1863 (d) 1954

age: name:

'
i

(b) 1892  (d) 1978

DN

age: = name:

°

’

(b) 1869 (d) 1919

W

age: name: ' ~

(d) 1934

1N
~
o
~
[
v}
(@}
=3

age: P name: ' S

5. (b)y 1917  (d) 1977

age:__ . name:

_(b).1862——(d) 1931

- age: name:

7. (b) 1911 . ~(d) 1972 : ‘

age: name:

(d) 1962

oo
~
o'
s
[y
©
Q
Q

age: . ' name: -

1930 (d) 1962

©
—
o'l
| -

age: name: -. — ' _

_ég_ - 64.




ACTIVITY 5: SCRAMBLE GAME

The scrambled letters below will spell the last names of the

notable Black women that are in this booklet.

KLCAR , .

VOLE | o ' o )

RFULLET

MAEHR

LTEYOM ' ' ' : o

P

ELRERLT

[ PN . |~ =

.\ RETTNAB -

.ERKALW .

COORPTR

REOHN L

SAKCONJ

EVASGA

SHTOAM

GNORSEUF ' : - -

NS IORMRO -_—
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ACTIVITY 1: SEEK AND FIND PUZZLE Lo

-

Circle the names of the women listed 'below in the puzzle:. - \

e

=1
W

e
o
I

» < o) =
N . P N -
|
O oroR O w\‘m ﬁw m‘ !0 m

———

Q < W

B ST -1 V=T | Y
| .

o aQ 13 o

\zi

=1

1. clark 9. Bammett 17 ffg‘mas S
2. Love 10. Walker =~ 18. Fergison
~ Gault ~ 11. Procter 19; 'wrignf\\
Edelman  12. Horgie ' 20. Morrison

Hamer  13., Jackson 21. Hansberry

~ —_ ) . R .. R . . .
. Norton _ - 15. Burke : Coid

. . o 7."”.,”“L7 n N -
. Téiféll ¢ « 16  Savage f -

3

4

5 :

6. Motley = 14 bPrice. 23 Harris
o . ( .

8

\

= T e e e i BB e e i e T




. ACTIVITY 2: UNDERSTANDING ACRONYMS

!

An acronym is a word formed from the initial letters
Y _ 0 +

of a name, as "WAC" for Women's Army Corps.- . é

We see and read and hear acronyms all around us in .
. » [

our daily lives. . .banks,xschbaié; even people use acronyms

to shorten their titles éﬁﬁ names.

-Here are some acronyms of organxzations that the notable

v

black women in this booklet have been involved w1th;, erte
' . : : Loy

the full title or name for each one in the space provided.

NEA National Education Association .

}. o National Association for the Advancement
2. NAACP e
- 3. CDF v
4. SNce ﬁbxri | qudent,ﬂon-Vioient'eoordinating Committee.
5. PBS , . Public BrcadcastlggﬁSgstem f, S
6. WPA | | Works Progress Admlnistratloﬁ/ -
7. EEW . °  Health, Education & Welfare |
\ 8. Ywca -  ,i&uﬁg:ﬁéﬁéﬁiégéﬁiiéiiéﬁgﬁééﬁéiiiiﬁﬁ%g;ff'
\‘9; SCLC . Asaﬁiﬁéiﬁ ehristiaﬁ‘beadershin Conference
\\ 10 AAmerlcan Civil L1bert1es Union' »

Metro Goldwyn Mayet / B —

Housing and Urban Eéiéiéi@éﬁ?




ACTIVITY 3: MATCH THE PERSON WITH HER ACHIEVEMENT s

A. . Augusta Savage , W fWorked £6r a better life for farwers
S “and equal’ opportunltv for women
- B:  Madame €. J Walker ., 4.1  Studied the development of black
€. Dr. Ruth B. Love. = -infants -
. e 4jL4f?ounded the Hzghiander Folk 3Schooi
D. Eleanor Holmes Jorton . y .5t female federal judge
E. Mary Church Terrell - T First Black opera éih&éf to appear
_ ‘ on TV ;
F. Mahalia Jackson _E_ Spoke fluently in three foreign /\\\,
G. Lorraine Hansberry - languages | : ] ‘\g
L o C Superlntendent of two lnrge bChOOl 9
H. Septima P. Clark — T~ districts . / -
) =S . - . o
1. Dr. Angella D. Ferguson. K Owner of own advertising agency ‘/_ \
S AilggDeﬁended George Wallace in fxewdom
J. . Lena Horne 7 T of speech case S ", Lo
K. Béfﬁ&?é Gardner Proctor - A Founded an art\ﬁtoool in Harlem .f |
: : - _ Made a forture in the Black cosmcEtcs e
L: Marian Wright-Edeiman - -industrny
S L _Founded the Children's Defense Fun
M. Constance Baker Motley 5 Founded the Ch%ldren s Defense Fueqb '
L I ;jl__Pre51dent of NEA : -t “\\\g\ o
N. HMary Hatwood Futrel} . S Editor and hlghly acclaimed novellst \\\;i
0. Maggle Lena Walker , 6 Founded a bank and was strong ci \1c ~
B i ) ileader . . , ‘
P. Patrici Roberts-Harris F Queen of Gospel 51ng1ng : ' ﬁ;“ -
Q. Aiﬁ& Ww. Tﬁoﬁéé . 41Lf4Tﬁ news anohor and PBS ﬂorreeponoent -
S P Ieaded twe federal FOvVePnment. nFEncde
R. Chariayne Hnnter—Gauit — Headed t?o federal governmeo% agcnc%ei-._:
o o 4JCA,Bean of z medical schodét ™.~ "-. _ & .
S. Toni Morrison S 3 . T Ao 1w ;
B R - . G Author of a sucvvsq.ul Prond“qx piay ;
T. Leontyne Price _ ot Beeivned the bust of President - C ;
— e == o Roosevelt that was used on the dime - :
U. Selma Burke e ImfﬁPtPOSﬁ and Broadwav star 4
.- Dr. Jahe Cooke erght Became a_ noted nature p41nte :
¢ late in life’ : o ‘ oo
W. Fannle Lou Hamer : P ) < - i
i | s « I's
' o aesn
. H 2 N A
. "\ ;
\- o ' o 12 .
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ACTIVITY 4: CALCULATING AGE \ , SRR \ i
,, o B R \
Nine of the women in this booklet have died. Calculate how\

°©

lung each one tived and identify each woman from the birth and

_death dates. (b) = birth (d) = death

1. (b) 1863 (d) 1954
age: . 91 name:____ Mary Church Terrell
2. (b) 1892 :  (d) 1978 o - | N
age:____ 86 name:___ Alma W. Thomas R
- ' ) - . “‘ X \ i - x
3. (b) 1869 (d) 1919 A N . -
e l1 . \l\, - , 5,
age 50 name::  Madame C. J. Walker : \ﬂ
\ - p - \
4. (b) 1867 (d) 1934 . -
age: 67 ___  name: __ Maggie Lena Walker 3
5. (b) 1917 (&) 1977 N ;//f o - k
. age: 60.. " pame:  Fannie Lou Hamer
e o . : . i
6. (b) 1862 (d) 193r s o - -
age:i 89 name: - Ida B. Wells-Barnett - ~ Rt
: oo , : ,,,,i ! : I. ' e . - ‘.
7. £{b) 1911 (d: 1972 T k
age: 6i  name: Mahalis Jackson S
.. \ . . - 'q:j.
5. (b) 1800 (a) 1962 | :
- B R /" »
age. ____62 ' name:____ Augusta Savage
9. (b) 1930 (d) 1962 : | ‘ ; :
age: 32 - nsme:__ ' Lorraine Hansberry ’ j




ACTIVITY 5: SCRAMBLE GAME

notable Black wome
KLCAR

VOLE

/

L ebAék

n that are in ﬁﬁig byékief.

The' scrambled 1e;£erg below will spell thé last names of the |
. ! - o ‘. , { N

/

{

LETS F%anrr

EIDE %i 7£DEﬁﬁAN

EERE%ET‘
RETTT AB

R . ERKALW . |

JACKSON

%RICE

—
FERGUSON

MORR1SON




Writing Activities

- Page

. Notable Black Women in Your Céﬁﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁ;';'ﬁ . 66

9. .Focus oh Careers . ... . ~ - - - « - « : : : 67
3. Contrast in "Roots" . . . & : ¢ ¢ i ¢ i s 69

4. What Is Your Opimiom?: . .’ . . ... ... 7

2

5. Interpretation of a Dream, . . . . .t . . . 73

\
' \

The following five activities provide several topics

or ideas for students to use as writing exercises. Examples

are given for your use; but there are no “right' or "wrong"
answers for these activities.
: X

-
1
N
9]
1
#ﬂ |




ACTIVITY 1: NOTABLE WOMEN IN YOUR COMMUNITY .

L4

4 . AN
\ .

Read the first éﬁ%f? in this booklet on Mary Mace
 Spradling with ydur'etudeﬁée.

Mary Mace Spradling is a woman who 11ves and works in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. She may never achieve great- fame = j 2
or recognition 1ike many of the’ women in thIs booklet; but
her work as a 11brar1an and author and so she certalnly can

be con51dered a "notable black woman .

Have each student identify a black woman in your communxty
or neighborhood who has done somethxng he;pfui orﬂxmportant in
ﬁerélifé; Arrange to meet and iﬁféré&ew ﬁer and §fé§afé a
1-2 page blogrﬁﬁh? of her to share with tHe class. Use tﬁééé'
questlons for your interview. Students may wish to work in-

palrs; and use a tape recorder if one is avallable

1. When were,you born?

2. .‘Where did you grow up?

3. What is your famlly background?

4. Where did you go_to school? )

5. What have you dome to help people? o
6. Why have ;66 done Eﬁééé fﬁiﬁéé? .

7. What recognltlon have you gotten for your work{

.§. Why is 1t 1mportant to you to do'this work?

. 9. Have you had any advantages or disadvantages because you

~are female? Because you are. black9




g .ACTIVITY 2: FOCUS ON CAREERS

The women in this booklet are or were imvolved im a - .
o o B B ) B o ) S ,
variety of different careers: law, education, art, writing,
music. Have each student select one of the career areas

below and write a short essay in answer to any ome or more
of the <uestions.

1. TEACHING - Séveral of the women in this booklet
made a iifétimé profession .of teaching. Why do -
="~ teachers belong to a union? What did the women
in this hookiet teash? WHat has an organization
like the NEA done to improve schools and jobs for
teacherd? What do you believe to be important
skills for a teachér to have? - |

2. MEDICINE - The female doctors in this booklet are

dedicated to curing iiiﬁéégég'iﬁ& ﬁéiﬁiﬁé people

in need. What kind of research did,the two female

doctors in this booklet do? If you were studying

to become a'dbctbr;.what”area of medical practice
; would you be\:nterested in? Why? |

3. WRITING - Women in this book have achieved fame for
several types of writing: 'novels, plays, advertising,

and television reporting. ' Why would listening to

other people help you become a good writer? What

kinds of things aaﬁiajyaa W?ifé éB6ﬁt?

e N




ACTIVITY 2 (continued)

($, 1

ART - Artists seem to travel a lot, visiting other

countries in other parts of the world. How would
this travelling help you in an artistic career?
What are some Jobs that require the skills of an
artist? Where do you see the results of artists’

work around you?

JOURNALISM = A journalist is often said to have a

strong sense of ''curiousity." Why do you think

this characteristic is important to become a

journalist? Héw is journalistic writing different

from creative writing?

LAW - Several women in this booklet have law

degrees, bui do different kinds of jobs. What

‘as a lawyer? Why is it important to have lawyers

help people in need?

SRR



_ACTIVITY 3: CONTRAST IN "ROOTS"’

‘ o ' Biséﬁss the concept of roots and heritage with the cl ss.

Everyone has her/his own. "roots" which are unique to every

person. Share some of your own "roots" with the class wheré

you were born where you grew up and went to school, ioﬁr <
family history, -and so 'on: A sk the students to talk abodt-
their own "roots" also. 7 | ) |

The women in this booklet all came from & variety of

soéiaif\economicf and famiiy backgrounds,Vraﬁgiﬁg from the

sy
Dlvide the class into two groups and glve each group one

S

of the descrlptlons below to;read.

or came from a poor or disadvantaged family baokground. Desplte
this, each one was able to succeed. Example: Fannie Lou: Hamer
camérfrom a famiiy of siaves, and worked on-a plantation: She

reg1ster and_vote; She was_arrested; beaten; and shot at;-but

- - L4

she continued with her wafk Yet, Fannie Lou Hamer Wbrkéd

hard all her life to see that women , blacks and ‘the poor were

3




ACTIVITY 3 (continued) ) -

GROUP TWO

(advantages, and these advantages may have helped to Pontribute‘l
‘to their success. Exampie. Dr. Jane Cooke Wright came from o
~,é_$éfy successful family of doctors, and ﬁéé-ﬁfé?ié%diever§
opportunity to.stﬁdy medicine and become a successful doctor.
She used her skills in medicine to study cancer and try to

‘find. cures for this fatdl illnpess.

..falls 1nto the category deseribed and lis? several character-f:
istics or qualities that each woman has or had that helped herb
to succeed in her work Compare those characteristics or :
qualities that seem to be common to both categories of women
Examples: hard working; stubborn, determine&; strong in her’
éaﬁviétiaﬁs? ambitious; and so on; o

As a class, discuss these qualities and how they apply
to these notable black women regardless of their different

"roots."




e .
'

ACTIVITY 4: WHAT IS YOUR OPINION?

Divide the class into ﬁéifé or fééﬁ% 6f two or three.

Give each "pro" team and each "con" team one. of the follow1ng

issues. Have each pro and con team answer the question for
their issue together. Then have the pro and con teams split

and prepare an opinion on it. The presentation shouid be done .

in the féfﬁ of a "debate" with each team presenting its opinion'

i

and telllng why it is so.

ISSUE 1 |- - o - | /

Some people, like Marian Wright-Edelmai, believe that -
children should be given rights much like blacks, women and |
other aduit groups. éﬁESTibﬁ‘ Whaturights4would4children

,,,,,, T e =

Team A: Children should Have these kinds of rights. (PRO)

Team B: Children shoiuld not have rights like.these. (CON)

ISSUE 2 | -

Lena Horne refused to take movie roles that ﬁéftféﬁé&

her as a maid. Some black Hollywood actresses were angry

about her stand QUESTION. ,What are the kinds of roles you
5 R

see blacksiportrayiqgfin4m;

Team A: Televlslon and movie roles give a positive
portrayai of biacks (PRO).

Team B: TéléViéiéﬁ and movie roles give a négative

— ) \ '.

portrayal of blacks. (CON)




ACTIVITY 4 (continued) .

ISSUE 3 : Co o - e

Barbara Proctor set high standards for TV commercials

that she wrote as an advertising executive: QUESTION:

What are the ingredients of a good TV commercial?

Team A: TV commercials are hecessary and effective. (PRO)

Teai B: TV commerplals are harmful and should be

N . -

- cargfully written. (CON) .

ISSUE 4

Mahalia Jackson only wanted to sing gospel songs, and"

refused to sing the popular music of the day, 'the blues" .

QUESTION: - What messages

Team A: Popular music gives positive messages: (PRO)

L Team B: Dopular music gives negative messages. (CON) .

ISSUE 5

ﬂadame C. J. Walker prov1ded opportunities for: blacks to .

work in é "direct sales' situation with her company QUESTION:S

.

Why are products sold in this wqy?

Team A: There are many advantages to selling products

this way. - (PRO) o C e g

Team B: There are few advantages to selling products ' -

~—this way: (CON)




\ , : -
ACTIVITY 5& INTERPRETATION OF A~ DREAM

\

3
| ; L ‘ . . N

T oL . _ B ,, B o . B
Read\the poem by Langston Hughes which -appears below.

- Fhls poem was an 1nspiration to Lorralne Hansberry, who

1
wrote an award winn ng play caiied Ahﬁaisin in the Sun:

Perhaps she had a dr eam to fuifili and was successful when

she became a wr1ter;§ S R
What happens to a dream deferred9
~ Does it dry up like a raisin in the sun?
Or fester like a sore - and then run?-

Does it stimk like rotten meat?

Or -crust and sugar over - like a syrupy sweet?

Or maybe it just sags like a heavy load.

- B Or does it explode?

Using the women in this booklet, talk about what some

of their dreams were; and how their dreams were realized;

u51ng this poem as a basis for discussion

Examples: 7

' = Lena Horne may have had her dreams "deferred" when she
<Zefused :6 act in thke roles of servants 1nkmoviesmn—
She could have been z star earlier, but waited. until

she became famous through hcr own style and. realized
her dreams then: . ‘ ' . i

- Charlayne Hunter—Gault's droam to become a journalist
Emight have sagged "like a heavy 1oad" tecause of_ the

. problems she had getting Into;coliege; and the treatment
‘she received while.at School.: ﬁer‘dream“did-"crust and 1
sugar over," thongh;’andinoﬁ.she is;a noted teievision,sjd

. correspondent.




' - : »
\ ¥ ' ‘Expanded. Uses of Notable Black Women

P — |

L |
' ; The follow1ng 1list of act1v1t1es 1nvolve ‘ideas for

\ further use of the 1nformatlon in thlS booklet These

\1deasfean’be 1ncorporated 1nto other teachlng units such

?s art;-geography; history;_aﬁd éoVérﬁTent _
- Using the birthdates of the women in the booklet, i

construct a tlmellne wiiiéh éha’fté the 1lives of these

women and 1nc1ude other 51gn1f1cant dates of hlstorl—
i . .
cal 1mportance K -

.u'.

O U—— N

\ - Select oﬁe woﬁin in thIS bookiet and do further S 7

e \ research on her 11fe and her contr1but10n= to;

rson.

\ society. erte a rée rch réport‘ahout the p

\ /

\Make a booklet of other wom’n who ‘have beean 1denf1f1ed “,'

V e !

__f__ o ‘r_'h

§0c1ety todE} eoliect

xnformation on each 1nd1v1d&af‘to‘add to this]bookiet
' A x. o f

' of make a new booklet like Fhls one. /ﬁ__ ’ E -
g ..: s | ::. : ) : :

= Write a four or five eeﬁtéili’ce ‘description of
L N B R AR
each of the women in this booklet on an i&dex card
H&Ve each student read, out Ioud the descriptton f .

‘P

of one women ind1v1dua11y,lwh11e students try to ;

- gﬁeéé 'hlch woman iz belng descrlbed

kN
2,




- ﬁéiﬁg a map of the United Stétésﬁsiocéte the

markers;’ Talx about the concentration of women .

com1ng from the South and why this is so.
. \ !

\ . P .
- Collect newspaper clippings’ and magazine arttcies.

that focus on women who' have done Important thlngsw

and make a scrapbook W1th the 1nformation

-~Cohaﬁct'£%siﬁpie survey to determine where black
S 3t
women. appear on TV, and in movies Keep a regtﬂ:ar

i log or diary of new shows or movies that 1nc1ude
B . ) i ©

e I Rt i o - ’
black women, and share the information with'the oy
L ;
S , g .

I

i 'O

/

| class.

N ol

i - 1984 is a presidenti i election year,  and there is'
PR R |
b 3 black candldate for the democratic nomination.

(Jés sie Jackson ) ‘:’k students to 1dentify black

| - P
| ::_,w_ﬂgmen_mho © involved in polltlcs ‘and talk!?bfut .
; | e
\ the p0551bi}ities fbr women to run for hlgh\pqlltxcai
s - “office: \\K . /I/ . :
ol | | .
[T 5l
‘ / R
/
i f . | / 5
. I/ . ‘I/
> e
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-sheet so that the return address is VlSIble, then mall

o EVALUATION
| NOTABLE PLAGK WOMEN ) ;
. - f
TO THE TEACHER: ' ' . ’ ]

few moments to answer these questxons ,
. ‘ ) ‘

]
!
1f you used these materlals 1n your classroom please tuke a j
- o ___ - - - = R P !
1: Did yc ' use material from all sections of the publication? |
. . ‘0_. ——— ] i

\

G Yes [ ¢ ) No Ly
) |-
2: -1f no; from what sectlons of the publlcatlon d1d you draw
1nformat10n9 o : )
! : , o .

¢ ) SécFlbﬁ One (biographies) ( ) Section Three (Wfitinéi

(. )-Section Two (games) .  (/ ) Section Four (ideas)-

3." What did you find 1éé§% useful in the publication?

— —=
4. HéW did you use tn}g material with students? b(Cheek all that apply)
f ) I read out léud to class T \
¢ _) Students Tead out loud to class
( ) Students read individually (requlred b7 teébhér)
( 5 Students read ind1v1dua11y (pleasure reading)
« ) Stﬁ&enté‘ﬁsea games in the booklet o ;
{ . ) Students used writing activities in the booklet - :
( ) Students used otker ideas in the booklet e
( ) Other (please be specific) i -

A
7

5. What goade to you teach? - . -
e format or content of

6. Do you have any suggestions to revise
Notable Black Women? ‘ '

ctl
B

N

ﬁhét is vour opinion of the quality of this material?

| - . ;
1
!
VSTRHG?iO§§7§Q§7MAILING The reo. ..ress of the Offlce for Segf;
Equlty is printed on the reverse 51de of this sheet. blmply fold the
Thank you.
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