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summaries of children's W1shes,_express§ﬂ according to grade level
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Motivation in Classrooii
1
Abstract ¥

Recent research has yielded positive correlations between various
measures of mbﬁfvation and academic achievement. This investigation
examined factors that might influence student motivation itsé?}. With
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs as a theoretical frame of reference, 200
children in Kindergarten, Grades 2 and 4, were questioned as to what
three wishes they wgﬁid like to have and why; fears and worries; ahd what
they would Tike Eé/éfudy. A questionnaire asked teachers f,b ~1i'§3c. éh’i'ceé
they allow children to make in their classrooms. A significant devejop-
mental shift was found (x%(8)723.78, p < .01) with expressed physialogical

and love neéds decreasing, and safety, esteem; and self-actualization
needs increasing, with age. In general, children expressed similar fears;
although there were some age, socioeconomic status, and ability Tevel
differences. Study interests were idiosyncratic. - Teachers reported

allewing students to make choices primarily in non-academic areas.

ImﬁiicatiéhsAfér the classroom are discussed.
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’ \) L 2
 Motivation in the Classroom: A Pilot Study
e
What can a teacher do to catch and hold the attention of students?
It is an important question; because a number of studies during the

~past decade have reported positive correlations between time spent on’

numerous theories of motivation. Most point to one or the other factor
as the primary éxpiahathﬁ of why behavior. occurs. The hierarchical ‘
needs theory of Abraham ﬁagiow (Maslow, 1954) differs in that it
stresses multiple determinants of behavior.  According to Maslow,
motivational needs fall into fivesgategories which can be placed in a
hierarchy. The categories .ascend in‘fﬁis order: physiological needs,
safety needs (both physical and psycﬁdtogicai.gafgt*), love needs

(both to give and to receive; on a o’n'é—to‘-one b’éSi’jiﬁd as a member of
a group), esteem needs (achievement and recognition for that achieve-
ment) , seif—a»cttgéji'zéﬁén needs (creativity; curiosity; desire for
knowledge éha world uﬁ&éféféﬁ&?ﬁé); Maslow proposes that physiological

needs must be more or less sagisfied before safety needs can ssstme
priority in motivating behavior; that safety needs mus} then b atis-
fied to at least some minimum extent before love needs will come to

1ins that there is a developmental aspect
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C
as 1nd1v1duals reach adu]thood

Most of the research to 1hyés£igaté the, validity of Maslow's model
has been conducted by industrial psychologists. This reflects the
interest employers have. in determining; for example, whether employees
will produce more or stay off the JOb 1onger if they are of fered 1arger
pens1ons, meet1ng safety 1eve1 needs, or 1f they are -allowed to assemble
an ent1re product, as opposed to produc1ng aust one part meet1ng needs
for self- actua11zat10n (F?r a review, see Wahba & Bridwell, 1975 )

A]though Mas]ow S theory is frequent]y c1ted by educators,
'éppaPEnt1y aust-two stud1es have examined the validity of the model as
it applies to school-age children. Groth and Holbert (1969) asked

10-14-year-o1d students to write three wishes. Half of these student

were identified as having intelligence test scores above 136. The
© - ‘investigators’ found differences in the need levels represented by the
T ishes as a function of. age, sex, and level of intelligence, but signi- -
ficance tests.were not reported. Gnagey (1970) instructed students
from seventh grade through the first year of college to rank a number
of activities according to how much time and energy they spent on them.
The various activities were believed to reflect each of the need
levels: Again; there were d¥fferences according to age and sex, but

no significance tests were conducted.

"
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Stateiient of the Problem

This study was undértakéh wi;h SQVérai pdrpOSés in mind: (1) To

to young chiiaréh. (2) To determine whether théré are developmental .
shifts in expressed motivational needs. - (3) To gather information
concerning the worries and fears of young children, particularly those

of low socioeconomic status (SES)-children whose fears.have received

re]at1ve1y lTittle attention since the classic stud1es of ders11d and
Holmes (1935).

The opportunity was also taken to gather data regarding the choices
and decisions teachers allow in the classroom. Such choices may éfféét
children's feelings of personal b&wer and efficacy and thus have an .
impact on the esteem needs of children. A question concerning personal
interests was a simple éfféﬁbf to §éf an iﬁaiééfidﬁ of those areas

about which children are curious:

—5;—'— iects and Eﬂ———————éahié D ' o I
} ] ' 7 N
Children (50 each in kindergarten,; Grade 2; and Grade 4, half of

Tow- and half of middle-SES; evenly divided as to sex) were questioned

N

as to what three wishes theyRwould like to have; and why; what they
waffy about or are afraid of; and wﬁat they wouia 1iké to learn more

of 50 fourth-graders (25 male; 25 fema]e) in two classrooms for the
ﬁghtally gifted and ta]ented were 1nterv1ewed _Interviews were taped,
usAing a concealed tape recorder; and later transcribed. After removing

all data identifying subjects, the wishes were coded, using &

.
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predeterm1ned set of cr1ter1a, accord1ng to need level. Criteria were
deve]oped from data gathered 1n an earlier study The child's answer to

the quest1on, "Why d& you wish..." was cons1dered of prime importance in

determ1n1ng the need level represehted The ihterViewerS—'two graduate

,seemed vague or unc]ear. F1na11y, an open-ended quest1onna1re was
mailed to 45 eiementary Schoo]%teachers asking them to 11§¢ the Ch01éés
and decisions children are allowed to make in their classrooms. -
Results ’

fSinée there was a tendency for each subject's answers to be -
céhheiétéd; the data were analyzed in terms of how many subjects at
each g?éaé Tevel expressed at least one wish at a given level of
Maslow's hierarchy. Also; since thé?é were no significant difféhehéeé
between the percentage of wishes expressed at each level by children
in regular fourth grade classrooms and those in fddhth grade glasses
for the gifted and talented; the data from these two ngGbS were

combined. | ' i

(X ( ) 23 78, p <. 01) in types of needs egpressed. Physiological and
.iove needs aré mentiomed most Z%ken by kindergérten children and decline
by fourth grade. On the other hand, the percentage of children
exb#essihg wishes veflecting egtety; esteen, and self-actualization

*
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6
needs iheréaSés with agé Theré are no sighifiéaht SES diFFérénéés;

percentage po1nts separat1ng the;ma1e and female subjects at any point:
The most frequently expressed wishes at the physiological level
are %or toys, bicyciés, food; ana houses . (ééé Appéhdixés A;é.) At the
strangers and s1b11ngs; for money and jobs "so I won 't be poor”; and
for good health. At the love-level, children wish for pets, siblings,
friends, and gifts to give others. At the esteem Tevel, answers are
Targely idiosyncratic;.a1though several wish for items (e.g., new
clothing) so that others will not make fun of. them; for success in
compet1t1ve situations; and for more control and independence by having
their own room, house; T.V., or "doing anything -I want." Finally, at
the self-actualization level; children wish for art materials, knowledge
about different kinds of ééréérg; and travel to .see places I've never
seen:™ '
The réSbénSéS té-thé gquestions; "What dé»Y6H worry about? What
are you afra1d of?" are remarkab]y s1m1]ar (Sée Abbendikés H—K;S Low-

and middle-SES ch11dre$ in K1ndergarten and Grade 2, as well as the

" the supernatura]: w1tches; ghosts; the dark. Fourth graders in regu]ar
classrooms most oftén méhtion wild animals and "bugs" (spiders; worms).
Low=-SES children of all ages cons1stent1y rank "dogs" as a top fear,

while fiore midd1e=SES children rank h1gh concerns ‘about be1ng injured
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or sick (fbﬁftﬁ gFa&é}éj or having pets get hurt (second graders).
Mentioned by all groups are concerris about family members being hurt or
being personally hurt through the violent acts of others. The gifted
fourth graders are unique in worrying about "getting behind" in school=

- o«

-

, : N\ T S
work or tests and grades. Since there is no overlap in the children

expressed school-related concerns, which are mentioned by only four of
the 150 students in regular classrooms. Sex differences in-reported

fears and worries are negligible.

Unlike the clustered responses found in fhe data on fears and
worries, the children's responses to the question concernipg what they
would Tike to study are largely individual. (See Appendixes L-N.) The
typical first replies to the question revolve érouhé traditional school
subjects--math,.reading, science. Once past these siubjects, however,
ansWers are almost entirély unique: childien want to kiow fiore about
jogging; magic -tricks, nutrition, "how to he Wonder Woran. " fhé;giftéd :
and talented students do exbreéé.é greater interest in languages andL
other cultures: ;
Teachers respond with a variety of answers concerning the choices

and décisions they allow children to make-in their classrooms: Howeder

of the 21 most often-mentioned choices, ofly two seem to involve academic.

o7 i & N ____..__|
curriculum: ‘choice of topics/assignments,; and learning centers, although

- -

choices during creative writing/speaking might also be considered to.

*fall into this category:

-8
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%;‘F Insert Table 2 about here

Discussion and Conclusion

The results are generally éupbartive of Maslow's hierarchical x
franework, with the exception of the réver§§1 of Tove anhd safety needs,” -
i.en; wishes indicative of safety level needs continue to inarease ?hvl
frequency,; while wishes ?ﬁaiééEiVé of Tove needs are showing some
decline. The findings support the notion that EHdeFé‘ﬁ have a number
of motivational %ééds; of which the edesire for knowledge is just one: _
They also indicate that a physiologically stimulating and loving
environment is an appropriate one for kindergarteners, as traditionally
thought, but that such an environfent Would be welcomed by fourth
graders as well.
for coding purposes; of asking the children why they wished for
cértain things was rapidly made clear. For exanple, many children
said they wished }héy had "a 1$t'of money." When asked why, however,
they responded in-a variety of ways: to buy food 7physio1ogica1); 50
» they would never be poor (safety); to buy their mother a present (16vé);
to buy nice clothes "so people won't magg fun of me" (esteem); fo
travel and e;p1ore the world (self-actualization). It is realized that
one could continue to ask "why" following each résponse that the
child gives until. reaching some ultimate, unanswerable “why"; The

. , |
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decision was made to code the child's first response to this question.
o , R , o
This is; at least; a Step beyond the method most commonly used ‘of

assigning siubject responses to Eaﬁégoriés a;cord?ngrto;Cértaih a priori
assumptions of the inyestigators. 6Expﬁégs’,éd desires for money , for
example, are ug3311y considered to réf1ectL3%1y safety level needs.
The fears of ToWw- and middle=SES children are surprisingly
similar, given the maﬁi%est differences in their environments. The
biggest difference found involved the Tow-SES children's fear of dogs,
a fear apparently based on a number of actual, unpleasant experiences,.
such as being bitten or chased, or having to undergo rabies inocula-
tions, judging f#éﬁ §566Eéﬁé6d§ remarks. - Also éﬁ?b?i§%ﬁ§ was the
extent to which the results paralleled those 6Btéiﬁé6:3€—46 years ago,;
despite large societal changes, §déﬁ‘§$ the inereases in divorece aﬁd‘
crime rates. “Finally, the fact that almost half of the gifted sample
report school-related worries raises the guestion of whether too much

selves. or others:
v .
Most fears and worries:.are similar among children, and most are

in early evidence. This suggests the importance, from a humane as
4 . .

well as a pedagogical view (since most individuals are fascinated by

are fearful or anxious into the curriculum. Teaching common sense
rules of behavior around dogs might alleviate some of the fears

1i
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be used as a§55§i§ for oral language, Creative written work, art end
- music; aven mathematics (How magy centimeters Tong is the tail?). \,

Eﬁiidféﬁ invariably %e§5bﬁdéd with traditionai schoo1 subjects

trad1t10na1 subgects; This may ref]ect the setting in wh1ch the
interview took place of what the children believed the interviewer
wouia like to ﬁéaf; Or, more séfiaasiy; it may reflect a belief on

mate subject of study. In any event; the un1queness of the -responses

-

~ to the quest10ns under11nes~the 1mportanee of 1eav1ng sqme room for
1nd1v1dua11zat1on h the c1assrooiis *? R

The. teacher responses concerning choi'e'e'saha' decisions they allow

“children to make were, frankly, a surprise. The fact that a majority

seem to have a nunber of 1mp11cat1ons in terms of the way such

. 1nd1v1dua1s would approachrd1sc1p11ne5 classroor management and réiatéd'%

matters. Less unexpected, but still somewhat surpi«isinéi were the
relatively few substant1ve cho1ces allowed by the teachers res;ond1ng.
Recent research has yielded results that 1nd1cate, "Peop]e. .\. are
happier; healthier, more active, solve problems better; and feel less
stress when they are given eﬁbiée and control" (Seligman & MiTTeF;
1979, pp- 367-3685; Aﬁ 651§6iﬁ§:§tuay by the author is; therefore,

taking a closer Took at the choices allowed by teachers in the

[l

12 -
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classroom. Other duééti'bné Bei‘né examined ér‘éi What dé teachers see
_ What do ob§érvers perceive? What motivationa] needs are met by these
~techniques? What is the match between the expressed needs of children
and the mot1vat1ona1 techn1ques used by teachers?
It is recogn1zed that these are relatively generé1* unsophisti-
cated quest1ons, but the area of motivation has long existed in a
forgotten crack between tbe fields of education and- psycho]ogy
Research concern1ng the re\§¢1onsh1p of stich mot1vat1ona1 measures as
on-task t1me to student ach1evement; as well as recurrent criticisii
‘concerning the lack of relevance of today's schools, emphasize the

importance of closing this gap.

r

il
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Table |

unber and Percentage of Subjects at Each Grade Level Who Expressed

teve]

-

at teast One wi-;C it a Given Level of Maslon's Hierarchy

' Grade

K

Physiological

Safety |

Love

Esteen

Self-actualization

3° (78%)

b ()
3 (62)
6 (124)
15 (305)

37 (74%)

15 (30%)
93 (463)
2 (28%)

15 (30%)

29 (294)
38 (38)

= 200 (50 at Kindergaten and Grade 2 Tevels; 100 at Grade 4 Tevel),

.

") - 378, p < 00):

/

gL
WODUASSE|D ULl UOLICALIOK
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Table 2
Choices and Dacisions Elementary Teachers? Rébbft Allowing
;- o Children to Make in Their Classrooms

Number of Teachers
Reporting
Obey rules or not 23

. Who to sit with, partners,; teams 21

-—
.

Art choices A ‘ . B 19
.Free time choices o 17
Library books , . 15
P.E. activity/equipment 13
where to sit 13
Chicose officers/captains 12
‘Choose topics/assignments . . 12
10. Choose record/song/story
11. Learning centers

12. Which toys/games

13. Extra work

14, What to share

15. Whether to participate
16. Creative writing/speaking
17. Work/not work

18. When to work

19... What foodsrepare/eat

20: Prizes/rewards

21., Take paperwork hoine -

GO B W N
Dt

Y > BiNe « BN NT R o AN
—
g

T Y N o

a

SO O o

Note. M nuiber of choices listed by teachers = 7.72. Range = i-17.
? Thirty=nine of 45 teachers returned questionnaire.

16
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Toys and qames 20
Food - 13
HB fopele 5
Tap--to qet hasic 5\

. itens

Purse Y

Snowman - I
Christmas (for v
~toys) - !
Plant i

b= 26 1()

SAFETY

None

APPENDI A

SUBARY OF WISHES EYPRESSED B KINDERGARTEN CHILORE

OF LOW SOCIORCOONIC sTaflst

Pats
Brothers
and sisters
Gifts to
give

Toys to.
olay with*
eople
Daddy back
from
Germany
Phone o
kg

* somebody

P

— ™

—

el

My own house

-~ Fingernail polish--
ook pretty

K pretty house

Be grown up--act
Tike a big boy;

. know how to talk

T— 'subjé'ctjs éxpréséin‘g it 1east oné Wish at this 1evel.

J

¢

fl

1
1

'

S‘ELLA’CI ] - )
Art materials
Shoot baskets
Be 2 doctor
Batman costume

" to pretend

Bike--ride all

 around

— . | Sta=:

—
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v

Toys .,113

bioyele :

Mnsaieit joik
rides

andy

forse o ride

Katch cartoons.
House to play in

Typenriter

e

:

.

\ 1
etoreyele 1
1

]

]

]

Desk

N

hy= 2 n%8)
)

§2.

- PPENDIX B

.

SUBARY  0F HISHES EXPRESSED BY KINDERGARTEN CHLLDREN

OF MIDOLE SCCIOECONOMIC STATUS

. Boxing gloves---
chase strangers
aut of house

| ==

Be 2 bulldog and .

stop people -
stealing things
Ladybage-For
Cood Tuck
A pldce fo hide

i
v

L\}

LOVE

Pets

Gifts to give
Baby to hold
Doggie back
from héaven

. My own house--

for_friends

Hish for Daddy
to come back

i

luiber of Subjacts exaressing at Test one iish at this Tevel.

v’. ,

!

Ll

.
f

J
15

)
2

1

1
1

ETEE

- Be older <0
©can be in

first grade
Be Jesus--do
stiff 1ike
magic
Be king--do
anything
[ want

[ =2

)

]

SELF-ACT,

it materdls
Flowers--thiey
dre pretty

“Learn about

pets
Learn calen-
o
How_to be a
teacher--
want to be
smart

==
e
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RSO

B
T
f
M

——

0yS -
ood
1n1b1ke moped

b

icjele 5
1

3

‘mtoreyele

5

C
S
i

[

groceries)

P

1

3
winming pool 2
lothing 2
kates /
ey to by
- basic ifems 2
ar (to get

L —

urse !

=26 (13 13F) °

er of subjects expressing at Teast one wish at this _}éV’él’.

s

SUMMARY 0F HISHES EIORESSED BY SFCOND GRADE CHILDREN
UF LUN&UCIUECONUMIC STATUS

!

Money_(won't get
~_poor)
Strongest man if
world=-don't

. have to worry
Hoiise people
o't break in
Brother who won't
hitm
Dog for protec-

A tion

<r1

—_

1.
1
1

APPENDI) ¢

Lo
Gifts
Pets to care
for
Friends
Get married -
Pet shop--
Tove animels
(Dead) uncle
come back

, alire
V1s1t rel-

Sisters and

 brothers

| = ST

A

!
]

1

&'.
;-‘
.

; ggigg@ v i .éﬁLF:ACT..
lew house--aurs  Car-*to go
15 junky, ete. 3 anywhere |
bike-mpeople texse o

iie begaise 1 don't

have one
f/

|

1 p]ayer R

To be & doctor .

" and learn how

1o do every-
thing
Mathbooks to

work in

T draw good

+ G0 to Disney-
Tand {never
been)

Colored pens
~ Elay--make

stff |

To be footbal] .

| =t
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SURARY OF WISHES EFPRESSED BY SECOND GRADE CHILOREN |
./ 0F HIDOLE SOCTOECOROILC STATSS \ |
: ']‘ | ;‘ !
L, F i il B § o M

[ fess

i

s
fouse
MOtOI”C‘YC]e;

!
7
3
3

™~

Lots of toys--
sister keeps
dreaking:
Lots of money s

g6ood job

Toy qun--shoot

Pets
See 1y Dad
Car {dune
buggy) for
wife and
Adds

T~

o,

Quit schoo!

Mice house--ours .
1sn't very nice

T:V: of oun

Oun room--brother

cries

!

—

Draning pad
Scientlst or
artist
Be a policeman
Be a singer
Garden--grow

‘Grown up enough to .+ thirgs
help fad i ¥
Qun room--sister 4
messes Tp ’
A different name
A house--just
forme 1
A dress--to 1ook
pretty

O

dirthike Help Mom
o get -
married !
Lots of
friends !
Bunkbeds-~s0.
friends don't
Sleepon
floor ]
Mor, wouldn't
~ make cats be
on leashes 1

" burglars 1
Conget el |
2. Honey to pay off

hose !

<™
—i
<D
O
="
(g2 2
M
N
® e .

o

o>

(]

—_—

™S
—

- awaid, swim
all day
tar
Candy .
Farm--to play
Horse--to ride
Buitar
5 Desk
4 Bike pedal
Disneyland--rides
ko't congert--
Tike singing

—

— % bt 4 o E f 3 ek e
—

[

= a1 12 A ** (’

ier of subjects expressing at Teast one wish at this level.

A

?‘5

—

ERIC 73



PRYSIOLOGICAL

Toys

‘House
Lovebug; . -
mifibike;
“g0-cart
Bicycle
(ar=rto get
__b"a‘si'i items
Swimifg poo]
Skates

(ar,

Big yard
Clothes

b e et

#2

s
Danber of subjects expressing at Teast one wish at this Tevel,

SUBARY OF HISHES EIPRESSED BY FORTR GRADE CRILDREN

]

SAFETY

Yoney

Two bikes--in

-~ case one got

messed up

Dog to_protect
Stay alive
forever
Faini1y stay
alive
House (people
are stripping
his house)

~

OF LOV SOCIOECONOHIC STATS

i

:

~ PPENDI E

Gifts -
Pets.
B with

- friends

Happy.

_family

=

| gt ]

o

!

ESTEEM

few ¢lothes--iear

1o school
O room

“Learn better--

——

—

don't ear tat

good
Best scientist
in the world

¢l

SELFACT!

[ =t

Car, motoreycle--

get places fast
“I've never seen

Be 4 teacher
Be a doctor
Coach team

Have scietica 1ab.”

and nake stuff

Trave] aroiind
orld .
Math books

SpelTing books

Books about

president

ihole Tibrary o

self
frt materials

Live by self--see

if could do it

Get education

New clothes--0ld

0nes boring

- (017ege--Tike
-~ schoo]
To. be a singer--

|

v

have capabilities

Work in store

—_—

b |

—— .

—

.

—






" OPENDIN F
| SUMRY OF WISHES EAPRESSED BY FOURTH GRADE CHILOREN

OF IBBLE SECIBECONGNEE ATl

. %}!“ N ) N S
WS # . wET o f WE 4 Ei

—— i

™~

Bicycle 5. MNoney to save ~See-friend who  Get out of school
House Dadajob--  moved;not -t Ritballs so kids
Momey to buy ~ Getting fired 1. havetomove 5 wouldn't make fun
things [ rieed 3 Not get sick Pets 5 Win a1l games

Pool - Family not  Gifts to give .+ 2 Race cars/get
Dirt bike/ - getting Sick Kavemore " SpoRsorS
‘motorbike Not be late to . _friends. 1. My own bedroom

PR —a —

. Baseball equip- " schoo]. -1 Dog_still alive 1  Race.motorcycle.
. ment 1 ‘No brothers-- Be Peter's ~ Be better in math

Baseball o batmew o1 ginfried 1 Be 7o any
© tickets o' iore crimg Someoiie 10 o thing
Car World reater==  talk to 1 Have birthday
Gun I nofights - 1 _Bvery month
Magic Men.-- o - Strafght A's--
. rides never fave
Minfature goif Be in Olympics
Skates and | _ -
‘outfit 1 S

—
—

[Fa—

—

W= (i 127

Uitber of subjects expressing at east ofe wish at this Tevel.

—

Draw

SELF-ACT.
Travel.
Skate lessons
Cars--to drive
_around
Piit models
_together

shooting
Art materials

%

. -
o | f=t= .



» APPENDIX G .
SUMMARY OF WISHES EXPRESSED BY — »
»GIFTED ROURTH GRADERS”

&x e ¢
\ Pet 15

More friends 7

Gifts 4

SAFETY SELF-ACT.

ESTEEM ¢
feryone to  Give money
know who I am

Not work hard
Do what | want
todo
Get good grades
Have own room

Sibling who
Won't pick °
fights
Money
Good health

—
—rel
-
(9>
=]
= o
= <o
D -
-
[~

its pretty

Travel--would
be interesting
Better piano -

| e
[ pate

friends
See relatives
Have family

Motorcycle
Food

ro.
~o.

—

Things for
house
Stereo
Baseball cards
Dirt bike
lateboand
(abin
Tree house
Airplane
Vacation
"To play"

Sick people
get well
Get a good job
Go to heaven
No_bad grades
Not get in
‘trouble
No accidents
Not die .
Family problems
ng dway

Hot get mugged

No air pollution

No inflation
Wish bad things
Qo away
Not have child-

ren of own

" ith problens

-

\

-

‘together
Dad come back
Have Mom home
Kids of own
Sister come
home
Things for pet
To be 1iked

A brother

i wife

2 et femdi fh b

Go anywhere
ant
Play foothall
good in compe-

. tition

Break bad
habits

~Be on the Lakers

Win State cup
Gt more educa-
tion than

father 7

Brafns--cai't
learn-very good

Raie ovin tent
Be a bachelor--
do nore things

——

—

Dancer
Better in gym-
nastics .
Veterinarian
Good in sports
Make models

lobody to starie-

Pilot .

Major in !
_computers ./
Do experiments
Read math books
Doctor
(ar--to explore

/
¥

—

[N Y VA Y W I ——y

PR W P Y

i< 50 (25 1, 2587 b

lunber of subjects expressing at Teast one wish at this Tevel. ;
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" APPENDIX H
QUESTIONS: IS THERE ANYTHING YOU ARE SCARED OF? - WRY?
DO YOU EVER WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING? WHY?

SAMPLE: 78 CHILDREN (39M; 39F) OF LOWER SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS

CATEGORIES : KDGTN: (13M;13F)  2ND (13M313F)  4TH (13M313F)
1. Bafk, supernatura]
dreams’; someone -3 . . L .
scaring you , 18 # 13 #1 .
2. Wild animals, shakes, o N o ' N o
spiders, worms, bugs 10 #2 .6 15 #
L ]
3. Dogs 8. #3 9 #2 14 #2
4. Fights, getting hurt = -« & . ; B 3 ,
or killed by others 4 . 9 #2 6,
5. Family member hurt;
sick; dying; working B B
too hard 4 3 11 #3 s
6. Drowning 2 - -
7. Robbers, steaHng\ 2 1 ]
8. Separation from others 2 - 2
952‘Spankjng 2 4 ]
10. Fires 1 3 1
11. T.V.; movies 1 3 2
o R ) L B
12. Tornados; earthquakes 1 1 ~
13 Needle (injection) 1 | - =
® * -
14. Pet missing or hurt - 3 -
15. Run over by car - 1 -
16. Cats B S 1
17. Bad eyesight C- IR 1>
18. (Classroom tests o= = ]

1Number of children express1ng this fear or worry.
Four percent of the low-SES children reported no fears or worries.

0 s o
e Lt

2Rank; B
.
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h
APPENbiX I . - ‘ B
; QUESTIONS: IS THERE ANVTHING YOU ARE SCARED OF? WHY?:
DO YOU EMER WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING7 WHY ?
e ) 3
SAMPLE: 72 CHILDREN (36M; 36F) OF MIDDLE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS 7
CATEGORIES ™« l@sg (12M;12F) 2ND (12M;12F)  4TH (12M;12F)
1. Dark, supernatural,
dreams, someone 1 é . 3 B
scaring you A -5 #1 8  # 3
2. Wild animals, snakes, ) B \ i
spiders, worms, bugs 4 #3 : 4 -9 #
3. Dogs ) - - ' - .4
4. Fights, getting hurt : , . ot
or killed:by others ' - : 1 5 #2
5. Family member hurt, L ;
sick, dying, working too = - N . . -
hard 5 #1 . 8 #1 5 #2
*5.’ Robbers, stealing 2 . 1 1y
7. Separation from others - 1 L 3: -
8: Spanking; in trouble - 1 3
9. T:V:; movies 1 oz . 2 ,
10. Needle (injection) ° 1 L= - o
11. Pet missing or hurt 2 - <7 #3 2 }
_ , e o Y
12. Qin 6ver by car =R s t - A
13. Classroom tests R 2 3y -
14. Self hurt or dying 1 1. . 5 #2
-

1Number of children express1ng th1s fear or worry.

Nineteen percent of -the mmiddle-SES children reported no fans or worries.

2Rank; ] ' < o
. (o
7 3 =



::;;' ~2~ S APPENDIX J

QUESTIONS: IS THERE ANYTHING YOU ARE SCARED OF? WHY?
oo YOU EVER WORRY ABOUT ANYTHING? WHY?

‘SﬁﬁﬁLg 50 CHILDREN (25M 25F) In 4TH GRADE CLASS FOR THE GIFTED ANB TALENTED

l?,,”:i”],, T T S # EXPRESSING
CATEGORIES .~ - FEAR BR_WORRY
15 Dark, subéiﬁafafé1— dreans; soméone scaring you - S PR
2 Gett1ng behind in sch001work | o 12
3: F1ghts, gett1ng hurt or k111ed by othiers 11
4; Fam1]y member hurt, sick, dy1ng, word1ng too hard 1
5. Classrooi tests B N S 9;
6: Wild animals; snakes, spiders, worms, bugs. 8
Self hurt or dying - % 7
8. Spanking: in trouble | o 6
9. Robbers; stealing + 5
- 10. Pet missing or hurt 5.
1. Falling . X 5
12. T.V.; wovies Y S R
137 Dogs ; 4
14. Run over by car; car accident | | \1‘ 3.
15. " Paying bilis; finances 1} N 2
i6. HNeedle (injection) ° ‘ 1.
17. Fires ' ' B N g
18. Separation from others 1
Igight percent of the gifted children reported no fears or worries.
jzza} o




) . e ) '
; APPENDIX K :
COMPARISON OF MOST OFTEN-MENTIONED FEARS OF . ?’
7 GIFTED, LOW, AND MIDDLE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS SUBdECTS
. -
. K
Low SES #! Middle SES #
Supernatural 18 : Stpernatural 5,
Wild animals 10 Family member A
bogs 8 ; “hurt 5
Hurt by others 4 Wild animals 4
- Family member hurt 4 ' ' -
{;‘ n=26 n =24
.z
Low SES # Middle SES #
‘% Supernatural 13 Supérnatural 8
Hurt by others 9 Family meniber _
bogs 9 _ hurt - 8 -
Wild animals 6 Pet hurt 7
Wild animals 4
n=26 - no= 24
A
, Low SES # Middle SES 4
¢ - —_ . ——
Wild animals 15 ] Wild animals 9"
Dogs 14 - Family member )
Family member N \ hurt 5
~ hurt ] 11 . Hurt by others_ 5
Supernatural 8 Self hurt 5
n =26 , n=24
e 4
Supernatural _ 12
Gettmgilgghmrdr o
in schoolwork 12 ‘ ]
Hurt by others 11 -
Family member o ‘
__hurt 1
Tests; grades -9
I
n =50

1The number of expressed fears may be more than the number of subaects

because subJects could express more than one fear.

2

o<
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QUESTION:

TO STUDY?
78 CHILDREN (39M 39F) OF LOWER SOCIOECONOMIC STATUSl

SAMPLE :

KINDERGARTEN (13M;13F)

Numbers

B1rds,'an1ma1s

Read books

Make something

Rivers

Art

John Henry

What big kids do

Birthdays @

Me -

Cars

Exercises -

Singers L

Colors

How to write R

~_name

Use scissors

Secretaries

Clowns .

Work at. . ..

~ McDonald's

How to be
Wonder Woman

How to be
teacher

How to share

How to make
Hotise to earn
money -,

How to make
monsters

= R s = PO N DD N, W0, O O

— — | — il

it e |

APPENDIX L

SN LA

Math ¢

Teachers

" Make things

Doctors

Movie stars

Read .

Gymnastics

Art .

M.L: King

Karate

Cars

Girls

Take care of
pets

Train animals

How to_study

Football

Race car

__drivers

How to _be .
pres1dent and
get prices
down

" Jogging

Artists
Being, good
Black history
Tennis
Write letters
Homework
People
Being carefu]
"~ when you're
alone

Presidents

.‘
— e e N RO N RO O D PO W W

ot d d i |

g/_‘

| | — | — — | — | — | — —

IF_YOU COULD STUDY ANYTHING YOU LIKED, WHAT WOULD YOU WANT
WHAT‘WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT?

4TH {13M;13F)

v Math.
Reading
Scientists
Spelling
Writing
Art _
Animals._
Football
Gymnastics
Whales
How to help
_ animals
Exciting
_ stories
Make things
Sculpture
Building cars
Nurses
Olympics
Ballet_
Doctors
Singers
Nutrition

Magic tricks

‘Famous people

California

history

lyen (13%) of the children did not express any study interests:

/

35

9

9

8 .
4 ~
3

3

2

2

2

2

1

LI 1
!

]

1

]

]

!

!

]

]

]

1

1
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’ APPENDIX M

QUESTIONS: _IF_YOU COULD STUDY ANYTHING YOU:LIKED, WHAT WOULD YOU

WANT TO STUDY? WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE JO- KNOW MORE ABOUT?

S

g SAMPLE : 72 CHILDREN (36M; 36F) OF MIDDLE SOCIOECONOMIC STATUSl
KINDERGARTEN,(le;12£)_ ZNDf£42M;12£{ 4TH (12M;12F)
How to read 2 Math - 6 Space
How to color pretty 2 How to write 7 Math
How to make words 1 better 2 Animals
How to make a camel 1 Animals T2 \Réadiﬁg
How to stay home 1 Drawing 2 Spelling
How to cut paper 1 Spelling 1 History -

How to draw 1 How to read ) - Geography
How to make money. 1 good , 1 Books--fictien
How to build a 7 Hogfggfkgep from Trucks,; trains
~ house 1 getting fired 1 How.to be a
Baby bears 1 Puzzles . 1 pilot. )
Making presents 1 Rules--no- Make things/
How to get out ) fighting 1 . crafts
~ of school ' 1 " How to get out . Anatomy
Dancing 1 ~ of school | 1 Work faster
Singing 1 Magnets 1 Art
How to. drive 1 Cooking
Stories 1 Get rid of
How to make _ _ . .teachers
school be fun 1 Fairy tales

7 .
Hwenty-two (31%) of the children did not express any study interests.
v

4
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APPENDIX N

QUESTIONS: IF YOU COULD STUDY ANYTHING YOU LIKED; WHAT WOULD YOU
WANT TO STUDY? WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT?

SAMPLE: 50 (25M; 25F) GIFTED FOURTH GRADERS

. Math

i - Space

How to be an
artist’

. Languages

; Animals

% Marine biology (
: Computers
Physical education
Spanish
N Typing
, How to be a doctor
- : Germany
. * Knights
. How to use a gun
How to make a_

* P N
— e PO MO RO D RO RO N R GO LD, (. 00!
o R

\ How to play hockey
Great racing car
drivers

Nature
Chemistry
Eleetronics
Mechanics-
Bicycles
Science. .
Biographies
Réédihg

T Crocheting
Human body
Sculpting

Being a teacher
Swedish °

e d | et ol e el id ik d e d [ ed |

2 lseven (14%) of the children did not express any study interests:

@
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