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%, With the 1ncreased percentage of older adUlts in the
populat1on,“ emand for professionals and paraprofessionals who

possess both technical disciplinary competenceé and the experiential
.training necessary to work with older adults has increased. A program .
at the College of St. Scholastica in Duluth, Minn¥sota, allows
students preparing for a caxeer in gerontology to undertake both _
cognitive and experiential learning activities. This approach enables
them. to develop a better understanding of the aging process and also
fosters positive attitudes towards the aged. Cognitive 1earn1ng is
achieved by attending lectures,‘reading books, journals, and other
materials, and through conducting library research. Experiential
learning, which is an 1ntegral part of the courses, takes place’
through participation in group or individudl projects in -an applied
setting. The Bénedictine Health Center (BHC), a health care facility
located on the college campus, provides students with a variety of
experiential learning opportunities, In addition to these )
oppoqtun1t1es, cooperative relationships have developed betwen the
college fac lty and the BHC staff. Students have assisted ‘the. faculty
in an Andrus Foundation study examining the social interactions of
BHC residents- and day service adults with students, children, staff,
and othérs. Students also conduct, 1nternsh1ps, hold part-time jobs, '
and do mini- pro;étts at the BHC. Faculty invite BHC staff and /f/
‘residents to serve as speakers in their classes. College courses in
gerontology and other\d1sc1pl1nes .are offered at the BHC, and K\
gerontology faculty provide 1n service tra1n1ng to new employees at
the BHC. (Author/BL) .
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Students prepar1ng for a career>1n geronto]ogy undertake both cogn1t1ve and

exper1ent1a1 1earn1ng act1v1t1es This approach enab]es them to deve]op a
better understand1ng oﬁ “the aging process and a]so fosters pos1t1ve att1tudes
tovards the. aged Cogn1t1ve learning 1s_ach1eved by, attend1ng Tectures, reading
bobks, journals and other mater1a1s, and conduct1ng 11brary research Exper-~
1ent1a1 1earn1ng, wh1ch is an 1ntegra1 part of our courses, takes p]ace through

' part1c1pat1on in group or 1nd1v1dua1 projects in an app11ed sett1ng The
Benedjct1ne Health Center (BHC), a health~ care fac111ty 1ocated on our campus, }
provides students § variety of experientia1 learnin opportunitfes. _In addition
to these Opportun1t1es, this paper also describes the coOperat1ve re1at1on- |

‘ ships that have deve]oped between the co]]ege facu]ty and the BHe’staff

fStudents have ass1sted the facu]ty n1anAARP Andrus Foundat1on study examining

| the soc1a1 1nteract1ons of the BHC residents and .day service adults with
students, children, staff and others Students also cébduct 1nternsh1ps,‘v
.ho1d part;t1me JObS, and~do m1n1-proJects at the BHC. Fau]ty 1nv1te BHC '
staff and residents to serve as speakers in their c]asses Co]]ege courses

1n gerontology and other d1sc1p11nes have also been offered at BHC. Geronto1og}»

~

facu]ty prov1de 1n serv1ce tra1n1ng to new emp]oyees at BHC.

/,




NURSING HOME AS A RESOURCE IN TEAERENG. COURSESON AGING

0

INTRODUCTION Ty

} . ) o
Current]y over 10 percent of the popu?; ;, > 65 yqus ofsage or older and N
proaect1ons 1nd1cate that this percentage w11~ J} nue to 1ncrease. In view ‘% <

i

these demograph1c changes there will be 1ncrea 'ifrmand for profess1ona1s and
' paraprofess1ona1s who, 1n add1t1on to technlca1pcompetente 1n,theL; d15crp11ne,.
fore, 1mportant to geronto]og1ze the var1ous career'preparat1on programs such as
nurs1ng phys1ca1 therapy, social:work, psychology, . and management In, teach1ng ;
these students about the aged our approach 1s to prov1de them with opport3h1t1es
for both cognitive and affective 1earn1ng (B]oom 1966) so' that they w1T1 not
on]y haye a‘better understand1ng of the ag1ng process but will also deve]op ;
:pos1t1ve fee11ngs and att1tudes toward the aged. -Cognitivye 1earn1ng is ach1eved ,-:Q
'through' tradfttona] methods such as.attenddng‘1ectures, reading boohs, Journa1s‘
and other materia1s conducting 11brary research, and part1c1pat1ng in group
d1scuss1on.l Exper1ent1a1 learning which is an 1ntegra1 part of our courses on:

agnng takes p]ace through part1c1pat1on in group or 1nd1v1dua1 proaects in an

app11ed setting of the-student s cho1ce.- ‘This afternoon I w111 share w1th you

some of the ways }g wh1ch we have ut111zed the Ben d1ct1ne Hea]th Center (BHQ),

a hea]th care: fat111ty located on our campus, for \

-

ov1d;ng on-site exper1ehces
for students enrot]ed in courses on ag1ng. I will also descrfbe the eooperative
re1at1onsh1ps that have deve]oped between .the co]]ege faculty and the staff of

v o

the health center.n. e ~'~.‘ e T
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Befone descr1b1ng the act1v1t1es and cooperatlve reIat1onsh1ps I w1ﬂ]
descrtbe the spec1a1 features of . the helalth. center. Hopefu]]y, th1s will -be

he]pfu] 1ﬂ/ﬁ?derstand1ng and 1nterpret1ng the var1ous act1v1t1es we have under-,
taken 1n the Iast fpur years. e “_'§4f R .N ) v

LN

HE_BENEDICTINE HEALTH CENTER ST e e

-

Constructedwabout four _years ago, the*Center prov1des both res1dent1a1

L

C re and day care sérv1ces to- the’ eIdgrly.4 Both the Center and the CoT]ege are__
sponsored by the S1sters of St Bee§§1ct S1nce the Center 1s Iocated on our
campus, a var1ety of soc1a1 and cu]tura] opportun1t1es are ava11ab1e for:its.
res1dents and day serv1ce part1c1pants.-,For examp]e the: psrt]c1pants have easy"
access to re11g1ous serv1ces, p]ays and mov1es, and mus1c rec1ta1s by college -
students, Thus: there is a reIat1veTy Iarge amount of" 1nteract1on among the
eIder]y and - the co]]ege students. In add1taon to adu]t day Care the center
~also prov1des ch11d care serv1ces for preéchoo] ch11dren. This feature of the
Center adds another d1mens1on for enr1ch1ng the 11ves of tméheIderIy It
mean1ngfu1 way

¥

prov1des env1ronment wh1ch resembIes a more convent1ona1 and
of 1176/Ejnprov1d1ng the e]der]y w1th Sat1sfy1ng roles as teachers, surrogate '

parents, 'or companions for ch11dren. .The ch11dren3 in.turp, benef1t from this

contact with the o]der generat1on through exposure to the1r values, know]edge'
( , .

sk111s, Ianguage, nurturance etc. (Arch 1978) ’

R 1

P .
re ’

STUDENTS' INVOLVEMENT IN RESEARCH ON SOCIAL INTERACTIONS

v

4_) ‘During the past year we have conducted ‘a research study (Dietrich Mehrotra;
, Schobert 1982)* exam1nﬁng the, soc1a1 1nteract1ons bf the BHC res1dents and day

serv1ce adults w1th co]]ege students, ch11dren, serv1ce prov1ders and others. ;
. . M ¢ . . .

-

_* A copy of th1s two vqume report entitled Social Interact1ons ina
College- -Based Center for.the Elderly can be ordered by writing to Dr. DarryI

* Dietrich, Department of Psycho]ogy, Co]]ege of St Scho]ast;ca, Du]uth, ,
M1nnesota 55811 , . o
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Suppo#ted in part by a grant from the -AARP Andrus Foundation, this year- 1ong

'studygaddressed the following questions: o
Ca .
/1. "~ What programs, actiVities, and enVirozzfntai factors facilitate socia1

/ ”_integration of. the e1der1y w1th their
the Co]]egeacommunity? what are the*bhszz:lek‘to,this integration and

eers, with children and with .

/

“how. ¢an these be reso]ved? ' p el

s T

f\\?; What characteristics of the partiCipants facilitate or hinder socia1
: L 7

i P .

.integration among them?

o v

P L4 o LA

Sl By what 15 the impact of the socia1 intéractions on the particzpants

/ fynctional and psycho]ogicai charac}gFTstics? i'_.lj‘

o °

s"‘ . } . : ° ) . . R ‘
Thus, our major focus was to study the social integratien of the résdidents with

the e]der]yﬂday-service participants, the day-care children, and the college

community. :Methodsfused to collect data for the research questions stated above
o ' . - . N
‘included systematic obsérvation‘of‘sociai interactions, staff questionnaires tQ

gbtain their input regarding the obstac]es that deter e]deriy s participation in

va;ious actiVities, instruments to assess subJects cha?acteristics, and open-

/.
ended imterViews wﬁth the e1der1y. -

t

The ébove description of the research questions and the data co]]ection

L

procedures shou]d have given you some idea of the magnitude of data. co]]ection

»

&~

‘efforts required by this study and of the opportunities available for interested
'students‘to participate in various phases of this research. Indeed” we are very
fortunate that more than 80 college students<chose'to do their class projects by

participating in.this year?iong study performing functions°such as data

4

o

S AN : : : _ ,
collection, data analysis, and hreport preparation. Most of these students came

’ R . ) . . .
, . L . .
’ ) -“‘:' : . \ . A 1
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from courses such as life- Span deve]opmenta] psycho]ogy, psychological aSpects

"of-ag1ng, soc1a1-psycho1ogy, and soc1a1 aspects of ag1ng. wh11e a nUmbqi of

’ students worked with us for the ent1re year there were some who' for ohe reason -

»or the other spent on1y one academic quarten on th1s study. In v1ew of the
. nature, quant1ty, a?d durat1on of work 1nvo1ved in conduct1ng observat1ons of
vsoc1a1 1nteract1ons at: the Center over a-one year per1od, it was obv1ous that W . 4
needed students ass1stance in collecting observat1ona1 data, and at the same ;S\\\
.t1me this aspact of the proaect had r1ch potent1a1 for prov1d1ng va1uab1e
-1earnTng exper1ences for them.= In order to achieve these obJect1ves of
,co11ect1ng re11ab1e and va11d data and fac111tat1ng students’ 1earn1ng we .
des1gned a form'to record observat1ons, wnote a deta11ed manual for use b |
'observers, and tra1ned these student observers to conduct and record thg:i7
-fobservat1ons. Hav1ng a large poo] of observers enab]ed us to co]]ect data
from 8: OO a m., to 8:00 p.m. on more subJects and more times than we had proposed
in the or1g1na1 grant app11cat1on. Though about. 95 percent of the students were
._ab1e to meet our quality contro] standards;ﬁor observat1on)data the rema1n1ng 5
percent, of the students had to 'be re11eved fromlpart1c1pat1ng *in the-project as
they were either not doing a good job or were not ab]e to fo]]ow the schedule |

‘gﬁht we had agreed upon.'

As' part of th€1r traJn1ng, the observers were g1ven a tour of the hea]th '

-

L] w

_center to acqua1nt them with its 1ayout and to poant out some examp]es of beha- -
‘vior to be,observed{”‘@?ter the-student observers became fam1]1ar with the forms
and the manua1'they were 'sent to find, observe, and record'data on a subject., '.ﬁ

‘They were then 1mmed1ate1y debr1efed and sent out aga1n. In the beginning we
reviewed every data form and debr1efed a]] observers as necessary to correct ;‘
m1sconcept1ons or errors. Eventua]]y when we were sure they were ready the1r ,'

data were_considered\\[eal" and included Yin the study. .

¥ N :
N . . . . .
- - . .,
\ T . .
Y . . ’ ’
.
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The tra1n1ng sess1ons 1n the w1nter and . spr1ng quarter 1nc1uded role-=

tp]ay1ng sess1ons in wh1ch the student a1des portrayed typ1ca1 s1tﬁat1bns wh11e

-Athe tra1nees watched anq recorded the observed behav1ors on the data forms. The
\ -
group then d1scussed the1r~ data to reconcﬂe any differences in theugobser-

o

vat1ons.‘ Use of th1s approach~was he1pfu1 to the students in achieving high

)
1eve1 competence andfre11ab111ty in coL]ect1ng observat1ona1 data. Percent
, .Je___, N
agreement\gn the van1ous types of observat1ona1 data collected by different

observers anged from 82 100 Th1s check on 1nter rater re11ab111ty was con--’

’ \
ducted each quarter to ensure that the observat1on data was 1ndeed high in

L]

re11ab111ty.

> : e

S1nce student observers were not supposed to interact with the elderly

duning‘the period of study we dec1€ed to have an endeoflthe-year party at the
Cehter to pr0vide an opportunity for socia] interaction among‘them. Our

N
g 1mpress1on is that th1s party was benef1c1a1 for the elderly as wel] as for the

. students. A meet1pg w1th the students was also organ1zed each quarter to

2,

explain the research quest1ons and the methodo]ogy of ‘the study. Th1s enab]ed
them to see how the—data they had co]]ected wou]d be used in the study.
/ E Each student observer wrote a paper at the end ‘of each quarter ref]ect1ng

_ -upon tﬁe exper1ence of part1c1pat1ng in the study and analyzing the’ 1earn1ng that

F

" took p]ace as a resu]t of the1r exposure to the Center, its peop]e, and the
act1v1t1es. Some of the” papers also prov1ded us with an exce]]ent critique of
our methodology and some suggest1ons for overcoming the prob]ems they might havgi

.. sensed. Examp]es of these prob1ems include stUdents concern about 1nvad1ng the
L ‘

pr1vacy of the e]der]y, bad fee11ngs about not be1ng abJe -to 1nteract whr]e con-

a ~

“ ducting the.observat1ons, and difficulties *in locating subjects. Students were
AN . ’,1 ~' N . . .‘

o Lh



'_this'eXper1ence and ‘its impact upon them:'

3

,_tudents papers would give the reader an idea of how the students, fe]t about

.
:

6 '
-6- ,

.told that we had obtained informed consent from the e1der1y ahd/or their‘fami-

11es. In genera] the students found this exper1ence mean1ngfu1 and re]evant

It prov1ded them w1th know]edge and 1ns1ght they would not h5ve Been ‘able to

N\

obtain by read1ng about the aged. The fo]]ow1ng paragraph taken from one of the

[
r ’ o

N~

| . / {
“I came from a small town that is probab]‘ over ha]f elderly éeople and Y/
have never been around or known any other e der]y people whether it be ‘in:
“nursing homes, hospitals,. or from other agreas of the state. So I a]ways.
thought that older people were-always crabby, grouchy, fussys “impatient,
and stubborn because most of the elderly folks I know- acted that way. In
these few weeks I haye found that, it isxj tstrue at all.s At the
Benedictine Health Center there are people of 711\s1zes, shapes., ages, and

persona11t1es. . { Tl ' y

g

Both the papers and informal d1scuss1ons w1th part1c1pat1ng students prg
vide a- c1ear 1nd1cat1on that th1s exper1ence was he]pfu1 in mod1fy1ng the1r per-
cept1ons'and attitudes concern1ng the<aged.‘ Students;and jhcu]ty superv1sors_&_“
1ndicated that thds experience 1ed to. (a) improved shii]s”in conducting obser-v-,-
vations and in active-]istening, (b) 1ncreased awarehess of the pos1t1ve po1nts
of a long-term care fac111ty such as th1s one, (c) deve]opment of wr1t1ng and .
thinking skills (d better.understand1ng of the research process and (e) -deve-
lopment of a. sense of respons1b111ty and.accountab1llty in a 1ong term proJect
'Since a large popu]at1on of these $tudents are a1ang toward a career in
nursing, an “improved understand1ng of the aged exposure to the act1v1t1es and
- the general operat1on of the Center, and exper1ence in Conduct1ng systenatrc.
observat1ons are worthwh11e obJect1ves in terms of their career preparat1on.,'~

In addition to part1c1pat1ng in research-prOJects such- as the one descr1bedu
above, college students also ENPdUCt the1r 1nternsh1ps, ho]d part ~-time JObS, and

: X
do mini-pro ectsggt the Cenﬁer. These activities are undertaken by. students

ke
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'represent1ng a 1arge array of d1sc1p11nes such.as nurs1ng phys1ca1 “therapy,
psycho]ogy, med1ca1 records adm1n1strat1on management, and soc1aJ work .
SJperu1s1on of* these activities #s prov1ded Jo1nt1y by the Center staff and the
co]]ege,facu1ty Co]]ege facu1ty have’a]so 1nv1ted Center staff and res1dents

:to serve. as guest speakers in the1r c1asses on ag1ng The re]at1onsh1ps that |

\

develop during the-period of these act1v1t1es often cont1nue long after the
exp1rat1on of the activity. As a-consequence_of participating in these activi-

ties some. of the students have decided to “specia1izet‘infgeronto1ogy so that
upoh graduatiom they canfwork in'a'hea1th care_factlity for-the'elderly. In
addition, there is some euidence.indicating that the interaction between the
co1Tege“students and'the'elderty reSu]tsiin significant improvement in‘the | )

mora1e scores of the’elder11 (Arthur, Donnan,‘and Lair 1973).
- aw\“‘ .‘ : . v ) )
COURSES OFFERED AT THE HEALTH CENTER  -° T

>

Dus1ng the last three years a number of facu]ty members have of fered the1r

N

courses at the Center.‘ These.courses include college courses 1n geronto]ogy,

-~

psycho]og1ca13aspects of aging, and current topics i ag1ng, and courses in
discip1ines such as history, music .and computer 1iteracy of fered through the

Emer1tu§ Co]]ege Program wh1ch is supported in part by a grant from the

Minnesota Human1t1es Comm1ss1on. ) - .
/‘\

The co]]ege courses in gerontology have been attended‘by college students

-

as we]] as’ by a se]ected ‘group of the Center res1dents., These res1dents were

:

screened by the center social worker. Th1s approach was taken to ensure that

- the e]derly who. “aud1t“ these coyrses g:e those who -have both phys1ca1 and

-

1nte11ectua1 stam1na and the competence to undertake Co11ege work The ch1ef

obJect1ves of offer1ng these courses at the Center fac111t1es were (a)‘to provide

s

- . -
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opportun1t1es for increased 1nteract1on among col]ege students ‘and Center res1-'

o N

dents, (b) to g1ve the. co]]ege students,some exposure to the Center and to 1ts

. . - .. ¢ , . .
day-to-day operat1ons, (c) to fac111tate mod1f1cat1on in the students' percepl -
‘tion-and'attitudes concerning the aged and (d) to-provide.some mental stimu1a--

tion to se]ected res1dents of the Center. T o ' '. ' /
Before tak1ng the class to the Center, students were prov1ded a, br1ef or1en- ‘

tat1on to the Center so that the students were better prepared for th1s

exper1ence. This 1nc1uded te111ng them about the Center and 1ts operat1on,-

/\

(b) 1ocat1on of the room where the class w111 be he]d (c) the purpose of -
it

ho1d1ng the class at the Center and (d) the res1dents who*w111 be attend1ng the

&lass. We have found that in a short p§r1od of - t1me students deve]op re]a--/v.\,'

o -

t1onsh1ps with the1r c]assmates from the Center. and ‘some of them start go1ng to
. the res1dent s room before the c]ass so that they can br1ng them to the‘c]ass. ‘.'

The rgs dents often 1nterJected their comments in the c]ass d1scuss1on and .
shared their exper1ences and 1ns1ghts with the rest of the c]ass. Due to the ’

nature of the subject matter and its re]at1onsh1p to the s1tuat1on of the _?,\ LI

)

part1c1pat1ng e]der]y there have been, at. trmes, some s11ght d1scomfort on the

“

part of the 1nstructor and the c]ass 1n d1scuss1ng certa1n 1ssues r)gard1ng . 'ﬁ

aging but. it is not of such a magn1tude that will deter the 1nstructor from

teach1ng the same course agaTn. The soc1a1 1nteract1ons among the res1dents and

Com ; M °

co]]ege students, the re]at1onsh1p and fr1endsh1ps that deveélop az;reen them,

and the contr1but1on of the Center res1dents 1n c]a‘g d1scuss1ons re pos1t1ve
\

features that reinforce us to continue this act1v1ty.. However, ‘as po1nted out -

‘ear1ier, it is important to . be se1ectjve tn terms,of courses that.we-teach, the. 7.

objectives that we set.for‘them,-and the‘Center'residentsithat;arevinvited to - -

' participateJin this.activitv. '$ o o *;' o . ._ .
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The courses offered at the health*tenter through the Emeritus College

‘Pr6gramEjnc1ude Naii Germany, Music History and Computer Literacy ~ Under the‘

’
Ausp1ces of th1s program co]]ege faeu]ty have a]so offeredxcourses srom a number
s '.’ . . _ )

of d1sc1p11nes in var1ous commun1ty 1ocat1ons to reach a wider aud1ence of o]der

uadults._\ThesEhEourses have been. well rece1véd jhe Human1t1es Qomm1ss1on has . .

I3 -
A

extended our grant for. another yearg and we have been app{oached to exp]ore the -

poss1b111ty of tak1ng the Emeritus Co]]ege Program to rural Tlocations in-

s . o

—'Northeastern M1nnesota. We have also been part1c1pat1ng in the E]derhoste]

9

~ c .

AProgram wh1ch provides our facu]ty,and stgﬁf w1th additional opportun1t1es ef .
i, ¥

1nteract1ng wmth the elder]y—and meet1ng the1r educat1ona1 needs. '_§ . . _4;

P . e e
. - - - N .
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' IN SERVICE TRA}NING FOR CENIER EMPLOYEES SRR j‘ _: T T e

§

o Qm/a\régujar bas1s the facu]ty members -in geronto]ogy papv1de 1n serv1ce

!

tra1n1dg to. the new emb]oyees at the Center. The adm1n1strator and~%he members
of her staff have a]so taken advantage of- the d1st1ngu1shed psycho]og1st/

gerontoTog1st proggam that we' sponsor.' They have attended the pub11c ]ectures

~

g1ven by the d1st1ngu1shed v1s1tors and have met w1th them bn an 1nd1v1dua1 or

N

group bas1s to seek the1r advice on matters of common interest. , v

~

Some of: the members of the Center staff have part1c1pated in our geron-
tto]ogy cert1f1cate program and others have app]1ed for adm1ss1on to the graduate -
'program 1n psycho]ogy ‘of . ag1ng that beg1ns this year. In view-of the,fact that

there is st1]] a 1arge number of staff membérs who ma¥ have unmet tra1n1ng needs
_ we . have recenth conducted a needs assessment to determ1ne the feas1§111ty of

B

ftak1ng our undergraduate cert1f1ca§e program to the Center. Pre11m1nary analy-
. y,

s:s of data indicate a- need for th1s program. P]ann1ng for this program is

. N G B L,
, current]y underway‘h\‘\ _ s _ o
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It is propgsed to offer the courses for the_certif?cate'pﬁgaram at the

k3

‘Center at the times cqnvenient for _the nursing assistants,'LPN's and other

employees who work direct]y,with the erErly. Similar approaches will be used

° f

‘tb“meet the trajnihg nee@s'pf émp]oyégs of fac%]itjeé Tocated in rurad areas. -~
:we‘héve a\so'wo?ked in Co]]aboratioh With;the'stéff‘and the residents'gqyiéohyo
,éommifﬁee to dé§1§n;a progfam tofmjn{mfze*re]ocatjon Sfress for the incoming n
residents bf the Center (Mehroéra.and Shéﬁbn,lssé); 'Tpis_progrém supported in
part by a grant from the'Medtronic'foundation, has droVided us additional
opportynities of working with the Center staff and the e]deriy'and their | A ; A

!

. families.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

: Dullaert (1977) has 1dentif1ed six factors which werelf0und to be obstacles

to learning about aging. These factqrsmare: ’

1. Many Americans have negative, rejecting feelings for the aged and for
the process of growing 61dér2‘ ' ; o N

2. Many individuals hold a fear of aging and/or dyiﬁg.'l

3. Socia]'cohditioning~has had-a distortive impact 6n pefceptioﬁs and
values concerning the aged. ' |

4, Association; with a ]1m1ted number of aged persons, within one's family,

- for examp]e,-tends'to resy1t in a nérrowed concept of heterogenity‘*

existing in this segment of the population. - "

* A copy of report entitled A Program for Family Involvement in Minimizing
Relocation Stress of Elderly People can be ordered .by writing to Dr. Chandra
Mehrotra, Department of Psychology, College .of St. Scholastica, Duluth, MN,
55811.. : ST ’ '

»
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. 5. Guitt, stemming fram conscious or unconscious sources, is freguently

experienced by those who_have known someone now dying or dead.

rd

6. An 1nstructor's'ﬁee1jng toward the subject matter can influence the

\
-t

reactions and«]earnfng of the students.
Aware of -the poSsib]e existence and impact of theselchtors, we have
empldyed a variety]of experientialllearning approaches described5qbové.' In
R . N
addition to overcoming some of the obstacles identified by Dullaert-in terps of

students' learning, our program also ‘aims to have én‘impact on the quality of

2
]

Mife of .the elderly by (a) providinglﬁfaining to those‘who work with them at
present, (b) preparing those who are planning fqr-a career in gerpnto]bgy,and

(c) providing enriching'and stimulating educational experiences to the older

B3N

[}

adults themselves.
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