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Tbepstmydn'hqve wntnusedmcnmngeffonsontheponofnuny

organized §roups to. restrict intellectual freedom. Textbooks have been ex-

-¢luded from fiate adoption lists, trade books have &enmmved from hbmy

shelves, and teachers have been intimidated: -
Too often, thesg threats to academiic freedom go unchallen&ed The censors

hnvetheumybdcuiisehoono—cl
takes issue with them. Censotslupq

. parénts, educators, or students—
ptevuls by default. The challengeto .

social studies educators is clear. Every generation nceds 1o understand and
value the pnm:lplﬁ underlying the’ free. exchange of ideas—a ‘necessary.

foundation for an authentic democratic society. Students need to be cxphcnly
involved in exploring issues stmounq]ng academic freedom and censorship.

The unit that follows is one teactier’s approach to dealing with this Signifi-

cant topic. The unit will occupy slx-to-cight days of class time ang is accom-
pamed by a list of nud’enl tucha resources. '

_," et . a.

h \ T .'3-‘..1 TLoc 7
B+ L I CHING? SUT FREEDOM RN T 5
. AND GENSORSHIP. .

[ UL . A

The goals for the,umt are derived from Student nghu aud”Smdem

B crarre [y

“Responsibilities, an NCSS position statement (1974); which states:_ :- o

)

*Stadents and teachers must be free to lean and freé to wach K

Qacher s freedom ta teach involves both the righy and rcspdnsxbllny o
use the hxghcst intellectial standards in studying, investigating, pre-

senting, interpreting, and dxscussmg facts andeeas relevant to hic or. .
- ber field of pml?sslonil corgpoleiEe UL Tcachen ;nust g:xar_mne

. -

ideas openly in the classroom.’”

T Sl T L. ,'.;A;.'; L L

_ The specifi¢ objectives of this mlane s
1. Given case studies from the nledia, students wnll Construct definitions

2 After viewing the 43-minute film; The Speaker, students will analyu the
tensions between” ﬁeedom of ideas-and censorshlp n:e ﬁlm is déscnbed

. more fully below. "
Given specific leaming activities, studénE will dlscuss their attitudes

about_schootl pohcncs and’ classroom pncuccs that mlate to- academxc

fmedom

4. Given instarices of textbook censorship in schools, students will cite one

example of language censorship; three examples of religious or ethnic

censorship, and two example¥of political or idedlogical censorship:

Given censorship issues; studentsiwill identify three conditions that can be
used to judge a work to determine ﬂ';t fallg under lheprotécnonxf the First

" ‘. -j :.7.74' . B
= « A P EY

5

.Dmly Actlwdu—Bay #1€

Preassessment: Ask students © explim.whal they thuﬁ Wml(‘. freedom

means. At the end of the unit, students wil be asked to this again. Distribute

the following survey, reproduced from *“A_Classroom Teacher's Guide to

Educanon. Apnil 1975 p. 223) . s

Guide To mdélmc Fréﬁom S =
Students are asked their opinions-on the followmg questions. _

":SA = Strongly Agree; A=A§reeﬁ'U = Undecided; \D = Dlsagree.

‘SD = Swongly Disagree.® - -1
- 1L 'Pomoq'ou?'s citizens and leaders should have wide

SAAUDSD exposure to discussion of controversial issues.
————————— 2. A teacher’s personal, religious, political, and eco-
SAAUDSD nomic_beliefs should not come under examination

) : ~when_his or l:er pmfmlonil éonipeténce is being

. _ evaluated./ .

. 3. Classreom discussion should be permméd on points
SA A UD SD . _.of view which are contrary 0 community standards.
‘————— 4. The Board of Education should have official form
SAAUDSD letters available to members of the community who

might wish ‘o complain about aspects of the curri-
ewum.. - .- . = e
: The Boaniof Euucanon shoulﬂ have an oﬂicul poli-
cy acaélmcﬁudbmthﬁclearlys‘ﬁmufnght .
. a teacher to teach.
. Pﬁcnﬁsﬁﬁldlﬁvethenghtmexzmpmzn'cmm

pubhcly thexr v;ew' 7”3 on rel El‘eus'f"

. m s sbility © qwmon established views:

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

lndmrpnmapaclty.&aclﬁimlijﬁléﬁ -

L

. The classroom sl shouid be open to outside .i,m,,,i

bl

'SAAUDSD ”
' » + . .utilize in exploring a given issue
1o 1

- SAAUDSD

11
SA AUD S .troversial issues with pemnshavmgopposmgpomu
. of view,
_ 12." Teachers should promote the. fair mpn:semauon of
SA AUDSD differing points of vicw on all issues. - =« ,
_ 13. Teachers should be_able w discuss with students -
i SAAiUDSD  political; social, of ecoriomic philosophies that are in-
H'gpposmontodlosoofdwUmlaSmes R
—_— & Teachers should-be pertitied 15 select; textbooks and . .
SA AUD’SD supplemental materials free of administrative and ™
.. : Ci‘.ii‘iiiiiﬁiilfy restraint.
—_— = . 15. lnstrucnonal methodology should be fme fmmaeom-
SA.A U'D SD+ ' maunity restraints.
—_— __—__ --16. Students shouid leam to consider the posuble merits
SAAUDSD _ of differing viewpoints: .
-~ . ' }7. Students shouid. be Tree to reach any . concluuons
SA AUDSD ' upon an issue that fit the facts as they. undcnund
Lo - - them, without any hnuuuono(hermmthal'""f
__ by totcllectual hopesty. @ . - = <L e
18: A dlvemty of views is cssemul wa democr:cy
—_— 19, Citmensofdne tyshouldhlvelhengm’
$A A.UD:SD .. examine and criticize school materials. *. -
N - ¥ 20. Every citizen should have.the right o cnucxze ‘or

SAAU 5 'Sii - lawfully oppose any government policy of oﬂ‘cﬁl
ol without penalty of restraint. :

the qmﬁom is compleléd three studéniicould be selected o
tally class responscs and place the results of the survey on the chalkBoard.
- The tcachcr can then select acvcral iters .for @eper cxplomuon. uhﬁ

“such questions as: ' {
N V night be the reasoris why people mxght agree./disigree wnh this
. statemen)?

‘« __tobe lmponam" '
5 Followmg the disciissioh studems arg, in: msuucted to cfffer theu’ own %in<

dmdual wmten definition of academic freedorn.
Day #2 . ¥

The followlpg two. acdvndu were §
dumc Fr&dom in the Séa)mhry

Activity One: **‘Where Do Y‘ou Stand?"’ : BT

_Ask the class to indicate what powers they feel a loch¥ school board and the
community should have over the conduct of teachers by completing the
questionnaire entiled What Do You Think? .

Emphasize that there are no right or wtohg answers and that exch student
’oul{sclect thbse regponses that best represent his ok ber own views mgard-
g the appmpnau: powers of " sghool board.
Ajter the class has completed answering the poll txbulate the mults E
. pose the following questions toihe glass: .
] W!mhnd:oftex:chonductdiduzmnjomyoﬁheclmsﬁl
Eoii-gdofeducanonh:dMnghttomgulm"Why"Whoduag:w&
Why?.
O Whnkin&ofmnad:ddnelmsl?dslnuldmbemgnhmd?%y”
Whp disagreed? Why? . :
5 Are the results consistent with the definition of academxc77 : ﬁwdom’ reedom origi-
*_nally developed by the class? If not; should the definition bemvuéﬂ? i d
= 30, how? If not, why not? .
" @ Consider the following statement: “Tcachmg isa pnvﬂege nm;ngln
If one wants this privilege, herllc has 1o give up somerights.”” Howdo _

you think those who support this viewpoint would respoad to the class
poll? Why? Would you- disagree? Why? ol .
® Consider also the following: **Freedom imples responsibility.** What do

youthmkthugnmznmns"\vhnmsmlbmm should a Eacher
lﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁuﬁﬂﬁbwmnmhvenadamcﬁeedom"wm

iat Do You Think? - . Sl

Checkthoseswcmcms mthwh:chyouagree Schoolboudsandfonepresm-
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hnvgof!hccocnnuiﬁtys‘houldhavednaulhomywdetcnmne

phasizes d;cfmjgnmgyfq{mc black mace. This fim is - -
gyglgblq !iec of ¢ cost from many public libraries; as well a3 from the Office of
Intellectual Freedom; American lenry Aiio’cunon 50 Em Humn Street; -
Chicago, Ilinois 60611. . -
The teacher should preview this film pnor to use wnh studenu lt is ltmngly ,

—— Whether or not a teacher smokes.”

_Whaherorno(mmmuaadcmicmyprcp:mdwmh

_Whe;!!uprnotlnulctcacizrupemnucdwwwibcﬁdorn\ousuci\e.:

—_— Whe,(her or not a texcher is allowed (o be critical of schoof pohcles and

recommended that an intermittent showing format be used: - Stop the film at the

pncﬁccs and have his or ber views published. -
date a student from school : ﬁm meeting of the Ciirrent Events Club and discuss the isaues. Take a class

__Wlfcdirornoutucheru:llowalm
mgycvmctoschoolmzhlongm : 'Slﬁjt@iﬁhnmmmdﬂnﬁhmEmanDW

—— Whether or not a male teacher
‘or John how the situation has changed; ask the students to vote again. Finally, stop the
ask the studénﬁ

_Whetherqrnotmuiiiﬁi&ﬁ?ﬁiybelougtodn&nmumﬂ?
film aftérthct}urdvote indrequest suxpu’ dnscumoi Now,
to take a final vote. . P HR :

Thcfcllcwmg s‘ﬁgzeshons are

Birch Society:
— Whether or not a teacher might a usngnlludmgwiclmeonmmngi o
Ju[p -Simpson and Cyrus F. Smi

Pyt

m Let The Speaker-Be Heard, by

(unpublished paper).

1. Ask stpdents to consider how this ﬁlm relates to their ongmll definition of

language 'that coyld be considered obscene, 4

_Wlﬁnummtmmmmmghtwnmlphimmvelfoi-commetcul .

pubhcmon that contains explicit 32X as well as attacks ¢

o PO '
on various teh- o

gions.
. - academic freedom.
— g;\cﬂm or not a male teacher-should wear a tic and 'coat to'class & cvcry 2. Ask students to look for éxamples of soclal pmsurc that are evndcnt in the
i . . film.

_ththcrornotllcachcrshouldbepeumnbd to refuse to pl 3 i !

Y T not a to pl edge alle- . 3. Ask students lo la thc F /mie

giance to the -American flag bcatse of HiS of Hes bel oty psk stud nt re tc u'st ndmenl to lhe issues prescn(ed in thc
— Whethier or not a teacher should haye compiclc authomy to sclect thc. 4. thc(hefollowmg sutcment on thoclrﬂkboard “Free Speechpr ;he nght ‘

bodksmdmsuucuonﬂﬂﬁ!?nﬂsheorsig . S
—~ Whether or not an instructor participates in contmvcrsﬁl polmcal clec, )

tions involving local issues’

1o express yourself on any issue is basic to a free democratic society.’” Ask

students whether they agree or disagree with this sarement. Be sure that
both supporting and cpposmg rusons ue prcsemed - B

—— \ththaomotaﬁhercandmnuheorgggqbggg@pg@whool 5. The foHowing I
— Whether or not a teacher has a heanng prior to possnble dismissal or - ® Do people make beter a?clslm when all poiiits of view ue expm—‘
disciplinary action by a school system: = .- .- - =0 " about a controversial issue? = . U :
“—_ Whethier or fioCan instrictor can usocmic wnh whomever he of she '/~ ° @ Are there times when the right of free speech should‘he demed?
chdos outside of school. -~ < ==, : .- ® Al tifiies, is it bettet to leave soime ideas Unsaid? | :
— Wicther or niot a teachier i may urgc.suppon fora polmcal cmdldatc in Ins 6. Ask students to identify_some of the forms of censorship in_the film
or_her classroom. © (studemt newspaper} community pressure On the school, school;llbmry and
—— Whether or not a tcachcr must syear (or affirm) that he or she wnll _ mewspaper, solf-censorship). .- o
support the U.S. Constitution and laws of the state. . " - 7. Ask the studenlf if they have ever hcxrd ofa sumlar situation. . _
—— Whether or not a' female teacher wears a mini- skm to school i , & Desngn'c play situation in which a parent wishes to exempt a child -
—— Whether or nogkan A ifistrictor who is a social activist in the communityand =~~~ —, from gblology classroom icai:hmg evolution. Asslgn the vmous mles
sis mvol\;(ed with groups supporting women's hberxtson black powger, or : ) -
_thie like iis allowed to continiie - ; . :
ike to continue as a teacher. : ¢ DaysiFSandiFG - 21 s .

-

LActiviey Two: " "Aérions Ou{.ndE of tﬁz School”’

Rank each of the followmg exarmples of tcacher condnct ottside of the
school from that which 1s 'most unacceptable’” to you (1) to **most accept-

able" 1o,
— A teacher is charged by the pollce w:th publilcgg'unkcnness

—— A teacher-works as a '"go-go’’ dancer on weekends. :
—— A reacher engages in peaceful picketing and ptlbllc demonstrations:

—« A'teacher is a member of the Sociali& Party. = - -
—— A teacher holds an elective public office: - '
— A teather serves as a cashier ai a local yace track three mghts a wcck

/7

— A teacher publicly :Amnz to smoking marijuana.
—A lcachg -uses obscene fariguage in te\‘ral _private lettegs to a friend.

—— A teacher drinks a lot of alcohol at home on weekends.
— A reacher mgularly dates one of his or her siudcms

Poll the class on each item and discuss the responses.

InThcalE to the students that the law jif this area is not neat or precise.
Generally speaking, however, the Court wnll rule against the tcacher when his
or her conduct in private life: - i

__ is “likely’ tohave a ha.rmful effect upon the educational process; and
(2) has achieved publlc notoncty thmugh the actions or indiscretion of the

. teacher; or,
(3) involves studets outside of sﬁndird or accepiablc student- lcachcr

E relationships.

to further any illegal aims of the organization.

addition, the coﬂ?ts have hcf‘d that mbcrshxp in nnpc)pulit organiza- -

4
/

uon; by teachers if not gumshable so long as the i mstructors make no auzmpt;

__ Finally, the political activity of teachers is i6 be tcicqu as long as it is not -

into the classroom by the instructor and does not interfere with his or -

ber duties -and responsibilities ag a teacher.

_Ask the class to reevaluate each of the examples of lcachcr conducx contain-
ed in the handout in light of the cours’ position. i s

Days#’.iund#l L .
Amlitbcconceptbfﬁémm ﬁ-ﬂammﬂwﬁlm Th?Sp?Wr This

43-minutegfilm; developed by the American Library Association, focuses on

the gmblems faced by a h:gh school Current Events .Club and its teacher-

enll

Al o

& \)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

N

decides to inivite to & school assembly a university professor .

-5, Invie

N..‘.‘

. l‘P’P"\‘-"\" .q“ M‘&‘!‘“

. Have students read Alian Omsrcm $ adicle; ""An Update on Srudent <
nghlS." Delta Kﬁppa Pi Record, Fall {1981 Thls article cxammes cofi-

stity 7nal rights in areas that will int
snspcnsnons amd cxpulsxons. studem recotds personxl and rchglous exptes-
.sion. *

The followmg proccdurés are snggésﬁd as fcllow-ﬁp afuvmes to uns
article:
1. Before studcnts read thc articie: have students list or dlscuss thcn' uns

defstanding of student rights and student responsibilities.

Ask students to share their own experiences with student rights.
Invite an admiinistrator and/or, a board of education member to speak’ to the -
class on the school district’s use of corporal pumshmcm and its relation-

_ ship to studént nghts.
. Invite membets of the editorial board antl/or adwisor of the student newspa:

2.
3;

pertoserveona _panel focused on student rights or the school newspaper:
e Pupil Personnel Officer and/or a guidance counselor into explain

i

how changes in students ngh!s have inﬂucnced their pEcuccsnnd policies: -

Uﬁigf a . : .
The folloing Action Préifécts can be used for evaluation purpdses:

. Co and conducy a censorshippoll of 25 adults in your community.
. ‘Write a bnef 2—4 pagc research rx

dom

on éenk&stup of- Acadcmxc Fme-

77777777777 current lssue in censorship.

. Conduct an experiment rﬁlﬁmmnp at school-—submit & 1-2 page report. -
Interview a principal, teached, and tehglous leader on censorsh:p Write 2

onc page summary. .

Interview an editor of gg 7local ncwspaper on an issue of oensots}up.

and submit a one-page report.

Interview the faculty advisor

one-page report.

Interview a lawyer on censorship:
Call the American Liberties Union ora studcm s nghts orgnniiitibibi

censorshxp ahd submit a ope p«e :
These action projects ;le out-ofclass a.sslgnmcnts This Eolecx is assngncd

fmihe schoo] newspm and submita.

on the first or second day of the unit. Thestudcntsclectsapmjectandhzstwo .

weeksmwbmtdzpmpumdﬂmensﬁﬁﬁngﬁmchss

A}



