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‘Dear Parents: ', * = " - u ) o T, <
Schools~are dt their be t for Iearnlng hen everyone—teachens.'
. students;-and parents—-—work together! We are proud -of the many

' acsompllshments already achieved for the children of Erig. ",

Parents are to be praised for the’ many contnbutlons,they make to
our schools.- Parents educadte children long before -they become
school ag€, ¥y instilling important values and skills. Being involved in
the education of our children is well werth the investment in time.
Taking active pamcupatlon in school affairs assures quality educatuon
so important .in today’s complex and changing world. -~ -

Simply stated, children depend on us—parents and educators
alike. We are fortunate in the Erie community in having parents and
teachers involved in the progess of edudcation. Through a myriad of
activities and projects, we have worked together to.affect the educa-
tion of all children.

. Rtisindeed a pleasure to continue our work with parents. We ask
each of you to stayjactively involved and fo invite-your friends to join _
us. Parents and.tdachers working together will assure the continua- -
tion of quality education in our school system. Our cooperative efforts

. will aIIow us to attain the hlghest gqals for all of our children.

L
.
.

_Sinderely, - ' ' , _ S
7 K ' ‘/l‘ /. ’ /g . ‘- ' )

A cl VLR e, ’ c‘w\ S0 -

‘L (/ "' % . 7 - -fv .

R Berijamiin wne{ ' . ThomasC. ORourke -

Executive Dlrector GECAC Supermtendenth Scl‘fools :
’ E : " ] T o ~
)4; ~ - . N Pl . v

- The BES' Project was funded by the Administration of Children, Youth' and '
Fdmilies.and is a cooperative effort betwgen GECAS/Head Start and the Ene Schoo/
District. | . .

Thet opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the positiorror policy of
the Administration of Children, Youth, and Families; GECAC, or the Erie School =

- District; and n&ofﬁcial endorsement by these agencies should be inferred.
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-.HOWTJ)Get'“ N IR
.To School - R
From | N

.-Your House R
INTRODl:lCTION

" The Erie Basrb Educational Skills (BES) Program has been helpmg
parents and teachers work together to enhance the developmient of .
basic educatton\al/ﬁknlls This program involved four areas: i

- « Curriculum—to creaje a positive Ieamnng environment whlch

: @ncourages mastery of.basic skills -
- = Parentinvolvement—to assist parents in pro\ndlng que learn- -
|ng experiences
. ‘Teacher Attitudes —to show how school cumculum fits into the
| overall.goals of both home and sc'hool ' 5.
Eontmurty——to provide smooth transitions between Head Start ’
ndergar;en and elementary grades (K-4)*. - '

. We.learned that what parents do— ' ;, :

* helps’ children WANT to learn; "«
. enoourages mterests and skills which burld school success and

e relnforces schoot expenences

‘We found that PARENTS ARE THE NUMBEFT.ONE TEACHERS of

 1heir children! When home teachers and schoolteachers work together,

i posmve learning experiences occur, whrch |mprove chlldren s acquisi-

~ tidh of ‘basic educational sknlls

- This booklet is to encourage ALL parents to be better teachers of their -

children. It is the desire of the BES staff that this booklet will assist the

readers in helping their children to—GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR'
HOUSE! . .

N\ S N AngieLewkowia,
© ) e . BES Parent Specialist



HOWTO GETTOSCHOOL . - = =
FROM YOURHOUSE . ' '~ .

then children go to school parents do, too! - ’
Parents want children to do well in schdol. * &’
This book can help you help your children "
so they -can get the most out of school
It carf help your chlldren—AND YQ

"GET TO SCHOOL &M YOUR HOUSE.

- : . 2
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. Parents help children WANT to go to school
. when they say,,
Someday you may go to school.
“You will have a nice teacher.
The teacher will help you read and count.
You will look at pretty books 2
School will be. fun.” ‘ '
Children leam from parents and older brothers
and sisters about school.
Knowing school is a good place to go helps
children want to— -

GET TQ SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE.”
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" .Parents help when they send
~ children to school with healthy bodies
and healthy minds. Children need—
- plenty of sleep,
- plenty of exercise; and
'« good food (vegetables, fruits, mefits).
Healthy children enjoy playing. .
. -~ . Jfehildren are cross, it may be because
they need more sleep, more exercise—
of less sweets. . \
Seeing children are healthy, and happy helps them—

'~ GET TO SCHOOL:FROM-YOUR HOUSE.

-
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Parents teach children thousands of words.
The more words children know
the better they do-in*school.
Helpmg children learn words and word- meamngs
is the most important thing parents can do
__to help children learn to read. Parents can—
- name things (everything has a name),
-« get children to ask_questions,
¢+ give step-by-step directions, and ~
« S-T-R-E-T-C-H children’s sgntences.
TALKING WITH and LISTENING TO, children helps them—
GET TO SCH&OL FROM YOUR HOUSE.

"%
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- HOW TO GET CHILDREN READY o
: TO GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE

. Pacents provnde many expenences for chlldren

. They can take children for walks, -
to visit friends, and sometimes to the store .
Experiences give parents and:children -
something to TALK ABOUT. - ‘ _

If you cannot go a lot of places; | ~

get books from the library. ' N
Learning from experlences and books helps
children—

-

11
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GET T SGHOOL FROM YOU&HOU§E.- :



_ -'Pva’re  cansee that chlldrén :
" hage's fe,places to rum, Jump and play

Playmg fakes strong.: muscles and

_ makes hands ‘and eyes work together. - . :
" "Good coordination: helpg, childrén do well in school. . .
. \Playmg with other children helps them P

~learn'to take turns .

Seeung chrldren are developmg physucally

helps them— R ,
Sl GETTO SCHeOL FFOM YOUR HOUSE.

.
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Parents help when they teach childreh to—

e care for themselves and clothing;

« carry out simple home tasks (set table,
empty garbage, make bed), and

"« obey home rules.
Doing these things at home helps chuldren )
do these things at school—care for themselves, -
do schoolwork, and obey schooj rules. -~ -
Giving- chlldren responsibilities helps them—

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE

13



Before children enter ﬂrst grade,. parents can, .
I{elp them— . - -
« use pencils, crayons and SAFE scissors; ‘ ‘
- = count to 15 and know numbers to 10; 4
. learn about colors, shapes, sizes, ahd
positions (over, under; behind, top, bottom);
. recognlze name and some Ietters
and, when READY -
« read their very first words :
" Enrolling children in Head Start and/or klndergarten helps
children learn these things and helps them—.

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE )
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HOW TO GET CHILDREN STARTED -
TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE - «

Parents gnve first graders a good start when .
they teach simple directions.
First graders need to know— -
« right hand and left hand;
« top, bottom, left and right sides of
a paper;
« first row, next row, last row—begmnlng .
and end of a row; and '
« how to.draw a line under a Iéter word
or picture.
Knowmg teacher-type diréctions helps chlldren—a

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE.

15
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“ Parents can help first graders who are
learning—
,* names of Iettérs (in order and out:
of order), o ) ,
« printing first and last names in ’ T e
upper-case (capital) and lower-case '
‘(small) letters. S
In second grade, children will learn to
use cussive writing. ~ L 9

Asking the school for samples of printing
and writing styles can help chlldren——

GET TGO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE

-
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© see new words MANY, MANY times.

Parents can help teach new words. PR
Children who are learning to read need to

New words, are listed in the back of each reader.
AsK the teacher for the DOLCHSist of words

that EVERY CHILD MUST KNOW.

Teach onl} a few words at a time and

‘keep the learning of words "fun,” so’

children will WANT TO.READ.

Helping first- and second-grade chlldren Iearn
new words helps them—

GET TO SCHOOL FROM'YOUR HOUSE.

o
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Parents c'an use

.
f e

games, kitchen items, and .
. trips to the store to teach basic math skills \ -
asuchra - :

cquntihg to 100 by 1's, 2's, 5's, 10's;
writing numbers to 100 or more; -~
telling which of two numbers is greater

-adding and subtract
« measuring, weighing; telling time;
talking about fractioris, shapes; and
learning about money. .
Knowing these things helps children—
'GET TO SCHOOL FRO

ing (learn basic facts);

M ¥OUR HOUSE.,
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HQW TO HELP CHILDREN HELP THEMSELVES
TO GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR H\PSE'

Parents and teachers expect
" older children to do more for themselves.
Parents can'see that children  + . .
develop. good wév{:abut nd
~ encourage-them to'keep zhﬁ"échoolwork N !
Even older children can use help with— ﬁ.’_ LRI L
.« multiplication and division facts A
"« understanding new words, and"
«learning ‘spelling words.

: Keepmg up with what chnldren ‘are learning helps

them—
vl L GETTO SCHOC;,L'FBOM YOUR HOUSE.
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Parerits can talk about-school y/ith alder
children. They may ask—

"“What are you studyinf in math?”
““What are you reading about?”
~“What is something new you learned today”"

. Pérents should séﬁa time to be -
*.used for homework ta quiet time without TV).
if children have no homework, u\
“ this time car¥be used for readlng ,
Planning a time' ahd place for. study helps -
chlldren— P

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HQUSE.

20
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‘Parents can help lmprove grades by h )Lving
.children— ‘ .
* make a schedule and stick with it;
+ set time limits on gemng work’done;
* use eyes, ears, and hands when studylng—
see, say, and WRITE it! -
Havmg children duscuss what they aré learning
helps them remember: ,
Giving good reasons for learning causes
them to work faster and with more interest.
'ﬁncouragmg children makes them
want to learn more and to—

GET ‘[0 SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE
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™~ .
Parénte can EXPECT children to
do well in school. _
They let them know this when they say good
things about school, teachers, homework,
report cards, attendance, and DISCIPLINE! }
Parents should EXPECT children to undersPand .
school rules and to obey them. -
One rule is—"You can do what you want, so Iong
as you do not harm anyoneaoz, S
stop anyone from learning.” ~—
- Talking abeutwhat you expect helps children—.

. GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE.

22 .
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HOW TO GET HELP FROM THE SCHOOL

- Parents -can get to know the pnncnpal and
teacher early in the school year.

Parents can give children more help When
they know what happens in school.
Teachers can beiter offer. help when
they feel they can call parents.
Parents may call\the school office

or send a note to the teacher anytime.
: Worklng closé&ly with the principal and
- ~teachers shows YOU are interested -and ca

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOLJSE
~




Parents OR teacher§ may request conferences.
To make an appointment, caII the school offrce
r send a note. :

G\rve the teacher time to prepare for the Y.

' conference . . ,
Parents may -arrange to visit the classroom ; .
anytime after the.first month of school. , ’
Give the prmcnpal time to make arrangements—
usually, this will be the gext day: '

« Visitingjthe school shows children you can—
GEpO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE

4
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Parents should expect report cards to
show achievement at grade level.
Decisions to promote or retaln are made in
the best interests of chuldren
. If a report card reflects a problent, - -
-find out from the teacher WHAT MAY BE DONE )
before talking with children..
~ Perhaps you may want to see chnldren s work

sign it, and send it back to school. - )

_If there is a questlon be sure to— = .

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR Houseé

. "
’...

| ‘25 -



-2

'- Parents who belleve their chlldren N L
~ may-have special physncal behaworal or L e
learning problems may ask for help. . T

. The school psychological servnces may glve o

heip to three-year-olds ln some caSes

~in ‘other cases, at school age, -

Head Start offers help to preschool chnldren= o

with medical, dental, vnsnon speech Ianguage ,

* and adjustment problems

Gettmg specual help means you need to—— S

| GETTO SCHOD%FROM YOUR HOUSE.._
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¥HOW TO GET INVOLVED IN SCHOOL |

Plan to. make some social vnsnts to school.
School open houses and specnal meetmgs help a
answer questions about:. : '
"« The scheol's ideas about educatnon o
-« Special reading, math, or other programs
. School -policies about homework absences,

.21

and tardi€s » N

_Parents may. want to volunteer to serve on -

* school commlttees These committees help. make
key. decisjons for many school programs. ,

' Showmgjnterest in meetings and commtttees

"can help you (and your neighborsj—

“+ GET TO SCHOOL FROM Youn .HOUSE

-
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. Some schools have a PARENT ROOM.

Parents may wait there for children or-use it

as a social center.

Parents need to say GOOD thlngs about gchool
in the parent meetings or parent room.

If there are questions, or rumors, talk with

the principal..

Talk should center on helpmg chlldren

Feeling comfortable in the parent room can help
you want to—

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE.
¢

28



‘Parents are good school volunteers.

Offer to help if you have timg.

Be willing to help where nee in the office,
- the library, the cafeteria, the playground,

or in the classrooms. s

The school nurse often needs help, too.

If your time is'limited, offer to make things
_at home or to be “on call” for special times.
. Offering to volunteer helps you—

 GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE.
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One way parents may volunteer at hon‘

is to be a "Block Parent.” o

One parent in each block is asked to put a

special sign in the window. ‘

If children are in need of help, A
"they may go to thebe marked houses. -

The "Block Parent” will call the school A

or pglice or fire department—or parent. .

Be sure children know all the “Block Pa:pnts

‘along their route to school.

V8lunteering to be-a “Block Parent” helps

when you ¢annot—

GET TO SCHOOL FROM. YOUR HOUSE

30 - -
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HOW TO GET SUPPORT FOR YOUR SCHOOL

\ Parents should join school groups forthe
school's sake and for their children’s sake.

In Head Start, parents. should attend the
Center Parerit Committees and Policy Councils.
In- elementary schools, parents may join the -
PTA or PTO,

Parents. get acquamted with each other

. and with-teachers, hear fine speakers and.

- work together to improve the school
_ Jomlng parent groups can help you—

"GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE

[
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Parents may attend School Board meetings. -
The School Board makes degisions for all schools

~ in the School District of the
City of Erie, Pennsylvania.

- These meetings are held in the evemng on the '

" second Wednesday of each month at the
Administration Building.
Ask the principal for the time and address. _
‘Knowing how deCIsuons are made helps you— S

) . GETTO'SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE.
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Parents are mvuted to meet with the .
Superintendent of the City of Erie Schools. o
A special breakfast is held at 8: 30‘a m. -

on every third Thursday of each month -

“at the Administration Building. ‘

Each Friday, the Superintendent holds a .

news conference to keep the commumty in touch
with what is happemng in the schools.

Supporting the superintendent and his staff

makes for better schools and helps you—

GETTO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE

33.
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. Parents are the best public relations 'pe.ople v
schoolg can have. When good things are said.
about schools, communities want tq do more.
Some communities help through an
“Adopt-A-Schogl™ Program. ,

A business chooses to “adopt” a certain school

. *and do for that school special things— .

'sponsor special events and encourage employees
to serve as volunteer tutors. - .o

_ Saying good things about schools can helpgyou—

GET TO SCHOOL FROM YOUR HOUSE
and; help others get to school, too!

‘34



PARENT INFOHMATION . ‘ 7 29

A\Pubhc School Enrollment TR 1511 Peach Street
o . o Phone 814/871-6200 -
All chlldren between‘ages six and twenty-one may.attend public
schools. This includes exceptional children. Children between. the
-ages of eight-and seventeen are requured to attend school—unléss
legally excused. - -
S¢hool Records _ - _ ‘
' Parents*should g'nvacurate and complete information for.

e

school regdrds. Parents request to see records .or data which
pertains to'their children an&'to ensure records are not maccurate or
misleading. :

Attendance and Tardiness

Parents have the responsibility to see chlldren attend sdhool
- unless absence is for a legal reason. When school ismissed, children
must return with an excuse s:gned by a _parent.
Constant tardiness is a major problém to children’ '§ education. It
also is a poor habit that causes problems Iater in life. Chlldren must .
be to school on time.

‘Klndergarten Enroliment [, .

. Cthdren must be five before September 1to enroll in. kmdergar—
ten. Parents (or guardians) must register chlldren and provnde a birth~
certificate and lm({wnlzat:on record. ,

Pennys#lanla law requires chlldren be |mmun|zed as follows:

Diptheria .................... T 3 doses __’
y Tetanus ............... e e 3 doses
Polio ............. e 3 oral trivalent
Measles. ... feee PPN 1.dose
Rubella (3 Day Measles) i i i vi... 1 dose’
Mumps ... P eereeea 1 doe_e

Other needed information-is:"

.a. Address, zip code, hame telephone number

b.. “Name wof father, his blrthplace occupation, and place .of
.employment

c. Name of mother(malden name), h@r bmhplac‘e. occupation, and
place of employment \ :

d. Names and birthdates of all, childrenin family_(beginning}vith,,\
-eldest) - N At




Frrst-Grade Enrollment

Children must be six before September 1 to enroII in flrst grade If.
not previously enrolled' in. kindergarten, parents must provide the
above information (see kindergarten) when entering first grade.

Exceptrons For Age Requirements ' -’

Those kindergarten or first-grade- childreh with birthdays wuthln_
the month of September must be tested by Pupil Personnel Servicesto’
be considered for early enroliment.

Head Start Program ........................ 18 West Sth Street

t

oo - Phone 814/459-4581

‘Head Start serves 3-, 4- and 5-year-old children in a center or
home program. It provides medical, dental, vision, speech lan-
guage, psychological,.-educational, and social services. ,
> - The program operates September through June, with recruitment .
each May. Families may ask for enrollment apytime. Mosl?‘nhes
must have incomes within the guidelines. Handlcapped children are
welcomed. .

4 Head Start works. closely with the elementary schools; Parents
. and childeen visitkindergarten clagsrooms in the spnng;éents are .
- encoyraged t6 send the HEAD START PRESCHOOL [PROFILE to
kindergarten. The proflle gives information about child, family, health ’
social development, and academic ‘skills, such as:

1. Knows birthday, addres¥, telephone number

2. Recognizes name, colors, shapes, numerals upper~case and
lower-case letters - '

3.- Can skip, hop, tiptoe, walk-on beam, hold pencrl use sgis- '

sors, trace, draw lines, string beads. work 12-piece puzzle

--count

PARENT/ HILD-ACTIVITY CARDS are usedto help parentsteach _
‘ hildren basiglskills. CabIe TV in'Erie also has a program based on'-
‘ these cards.
Head Start cooperates with other organlzatrons to mform parents
- of courses-and materials on child development, such as—Exploring-.
Parenting, STEP, Creative Parenting, and Getting Involved.

- 5 .
oo
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31
Programs. For Parents A _ ,
‘For information‘on Exploring Parenting, Getting Involved, and
STEP, contact the Head Start Program.. Creative Parenting is offered
by the Hamot Medical Center. Information about other courses and
materials on child development may be obtained from Head Start and
other community organizations. ’
Parent Rooms “ o - . g
Several schools have special rooms for parents. These rooms for. -
parents use—to hold meetings, to have craft workshops, to make
curriculum materials, or for meeting informally with other parents.
‘Parent rooms are presently located at Burton;: Edison, Pfeiffer-
Burleigh, and at the Booker T. Wastington Center/Head Start Prog- '
ram. Booker T. Washington provides a.community parent room with all™
invited.  » o o R o :
Parent(Child Activity Cards - - oo
+ Parent/Child Activity Cards are used in the Head Start Program
-and at Burton and Pfeiffer-Burleigh ‘Schoobs. Cable TV in Erie has a
prograr (developed by BES) based on these parent/child cards.
Check local listings for viewing schedule. - ST el
Adopt-A-School e T
. Burfon Elementary School.-and,Haminermilj Paper Company par-
ficipated in the Adopt-A-School Program during the 1981-82 school
year. During the year, Hammermiill supported student achievement by
providing T-shirts for student council and honor students. Represen-
 tatives from. Hammermill “spoke with parent groups, explaining the
prograr and soliciting parent input.-Future plans include awards and
outdoor trash containers to encourage.student participation in keep-
ing school areas cléan and an increase in employee/student ac-
‘tivities. - . . - P

L . q,
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DOLCI'kWORDS AS PRESENTED IN HARPER & ROW
READE are = she - them please .carry

:NESS  big . some . there saw .~ -’ clean
and by stop ~ three “use © 7 cHt <

can~"." came \_think - two . well ' drink

.come - did too- -+ .us . - . eight
go - '; do. -~ was - . always fall .
have. - . first ~ . when: ' about funny - five -
help -get - with -all - " gave = full oo
here . =  he 'PRIMER does much goes
| . him an- . give ... our hold -7
‘me. know . ask or: take .-.;hotﬂ*,,';
to.  «~like  dont: - read .. try - tif.
W litles - laugh .. - those " * wash* Kind -
~you,.’ - live cof - twere | - own
PRE- - my.  ~  see . why blue pick
PRIMERS now: -~ they FIRST  open pretty
SO very - around . under - .. right
then - walk as - white round
where, - who ~fast - SECOND say &
.- will  would - keep . black . seven
- work --— - light today  shall
.your . .eat - . . never must ,§mg
S e ““has sleep —— sits
" but. o it's tell ate . sixT
could . _let - warm  ‘been: start
down,, many = ----- . brown  ten
fly - no any - found - thank
for one, after upon together
from ran . because  ----- which
not’: . _sgood show . « before their - write -
o had "~ yellow *:
- play her yes
“ride how ...agai
is"'ai"d just " awa
"that made ¢
the new '
“thisz- « old [y :
up, out - Cleostjump s -
~want pull -, . “off v ldng’ "~ WORDS 'NOT
what put ov.efr.- o may IN TEXTS
— " run -'-:f'-.'.'r'e"dj"': " ,once bring -
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Presque Isle State Park
Peninsula Drive
Phone: 833-5438

b

Ferry
(Foot of State, Street : 3
- Operates summer and earIy fall—fee ren
qulred : .. g

b Public Dock  * - . I
| (Foot of State Street) . b L
. Observation deckppen to pubhc-—-popular Vb i
: - fishing spot ,;“ L PO 4,

Nature Center ‘
(Located by Beach #2)
No charge to enter—naturé hikes can be,
scheduled - -

.
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