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ABSTRACT

Two sets of analyses were done to examine the
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the causes behind them remain obscure. {BW)
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83.06

AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office Hf Reszarch and Evaluation

HOLDING POWER OF NINTH-GRADE COURSES

Using the data file created 4s part of the Dropout Study, it is pos-
sible to identify high~-risk students who do and do not drop out of
school. An examination of the courses taken by these students in the
ninth grade may provide informsation about the relationship between
course selection and dropplng out. If there are courses with greater
than expected concentrations of high-risk students who did not drop
out, then one wight argue that those classes had a strong holding power
for high-risk studeats. Or one could argue that high~risk students who
select those courses differ in some unmeasured way “rom high-risk stu-
dents who drop out.

Conversely, courses with greater than expected concentrations of high-
risk students who drop out may attract those who.ultimately drop out,
or they may in some way promote dropping out.

Two sets of analyses were done to examine the "holding power” of uinth
grade courses. The first looked at the courses taken by high-risk
students who were in the ninth grade in 1978~79. These were students
who were at the expected grade for their age. The second set of anal-
ysee looked at the courses taken by high-risk students from the dropout
study who were in the ninth grade in 1979-80. These students were one
grade below that expected for thelir age.

The attached tables describe the relationship between Sroups of courses
and dropping out for the high-risk students. Enrollment in some
courses is related to dropping out. Enrollment in others is related to
staying in, and enrollment in others is neutral. The relatioanships
described are unlikely to have occurraed by chance, but the causes
behind them remain cobscure. It may be productive, however, to explore
these results in order to better understand what happens to our high-
risk students in high school.

An examination of the results raises questions such as the following:

1. Are we encouraging students to drop cut by assigning them to
remedial classes such as FOM where they receive the same
instruction over and over?

2. Are we providing students with valuable training in areas such
as electricity/electronics and graphic arts which enable them
to quit school and find a good job?

3., Does calling attention to high-risk students as might occur
in speech and drama encourage them to leave school?

4. If high risk-students take band, are their chances of dropping
out increased?

Only three courses were significantly related to staying in school or
dropping out in both analyses. Varsity sports and photography were
positively ralated to staying in school and enrollment in study hall
was related to dropping out.




83.06
Technical Note

The high~risk students used in these analyses were identified from the

file used in the Dropour Study completed in 1982-83. Documentation on

the creation of the School Leaver File cau be found in Appendix E of

publication number 81.73 and Appendix H of publication numder 82.55.

High-risk students were identified using the classification function

coefficients reported for all students in publication number 82.55.

Students were classified as high risk if their dropout diseriminant _
function value was greater than their stay-in function value. The _
appropriate Student Grade Report files were used to determine which

courses the students took when in the ainth grade. Courses were

grouped at the level of the hundred's place in their identification

numbers. All courses were taken under the quarter system. A proba-

biliry leval of .l was used in creating the tables.
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COURSE GROUPS PREDICTLVE OF,

+

SUBJECT AIEA BROPP ING OWL NEUTRAL STAYING 1N
Buslness General Buslness Typing &
{(U-0699) BookKeep lug 9

Lauguage Arcs

{1000-1899)

Forelgn Langnage

{(2000-2499)
liomemak dag

(2500-2999)

Mathemat ey
{3000-3499)

Selence
{4000-4299)

Soclal Studles

{41500-4699)

Mt
{5000-5199)

Music
{(5300-5899)

Speech
PBrama

Freuch
Spanlsh for Natlve Speuakers

Food

Foudamentals of Math
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Bugluess Machines
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Literature

Reading '
Creatlve Writiug

Journal 15w
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Clothing
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Algebra
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Blology
Earth Sclence

World Geography World illstory

Art
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Nrass Fnsemble
Chiorus
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Culcar-Plano

‘Figure 1:  “IOLDING POMER" OF NINTII-GRADE COURSES FOR
HIGH-RTSK STUDENTS IN NINTH CRADE IN 1978-79*
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SUBJIECT AREA

COURSE GROUPS PREDICTIVE OF...

BROPP ING Our

REVTRAL

STAYING iN

Physleal Educatlon
(6000-6999)

Industvial Arts
{7000-7999)

Speclal Education
(9500-9999)

Hiscel lancouy
(800D-9499)

Praas

Basketball, Football, and
Softball

Eleeteiefty/Electronicy
Graphtc Arty

DE Pre=Employment La"
CVAE General Construct fon/
General Mechandeal Repalr

Study Il

Physlcal Conditloning

Soccer

WrestTing/Gymnastlcs

Badmiunton, Golf, ‘Teu—
nta

Recreationnl Sporty

Health
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Woodwork fng
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90°t8
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Varslty Sports
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Language Arts
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Math .
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Study
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Figure 1.

"IIOLOTNG POWER™ OF NINTH~-GRADE COURSES FOR

HIGI-RISK STGDENTS TN NINTH GRADE IN 1978~79%
(Page 2 of 2)
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COURSE GroDPS PREBICTIVE OF. ..

SUBJECT AREA

DROPP ING Ot

NEUTRAL

STAYING IN

Busluness Education
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Language Arts
(1000-1899)
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CVAE Food Service/
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Covernment
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Fgure 2,

"HOLDING POWER" OF NINTI-GRADE COURSES FOR
HIGI-RISK STUDENTS TN NINTII GRABE IN 1979-80*
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COURSE GROUFS PREDICTIVE OF..,

90°¢8

SUBJECT AREA DROPPLNG OUT NEUTRAL STAYING IN
Muslc Band .
(5300-5899) Orchestra
Chorus
Gultar

thysical Educaclon
(6000-6999)

Iwlustrlal Ares Industrlal Crafcs
(7000-79499) Piastlcs

Specilal Education
(9500-9999)

Mlscellaneous RO'TC
(8000-9499) Study llall and
Library Skllls

Miysical Conditioning

Baskethall, Football,
Softhail

Soccer
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Badmluron, Golf, Tennis

Dance

Rec atlonal Sports

Bicycle Repalr

Drafcing
Electricity/Electronics
Metal Worklug
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Flgure 2. "IOLDING POWER'" OF NIN'tH~GRADE COURSES FOR

*These gtudents were behind 1in
grade for age.
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