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certain learning-related fatctors. A survey instrument was used with
786 older adults in Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. The participants
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learning, and were attracted by the usefulness .of the subject matter.
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The Research Project

The purpose of this study was to Jdentlfy d1st1nqu1sh1ng

1

characterlstlcs of active older adults who part1c1pate Jn

.educatlonal act1v1t1es and to measure factors which motivated

their part1c3pat10ﬂg The dependent varlables were pqrt1c10at10n
and nonpart 1c1patlon, 1ndependent variables were eaucatlonal
attainment, anomia; llfe sat1sfactlon, and oertaln o o
learnlng relaced factors. ’

‘A- survey 1nstrument was used with 786 actlve older adults

K

at 8»different gathering places for seniors .in Milwaukee County,

o
A

Wlsconsln.

From a denographlc perspective, the sub]ects may be descrlbed

Age - 73.6% betweep 55 and 74;

L oet



20.7% between 55 and}64; .Q L .
26.3% age 75~and above;
< . Sex - 78.3% fenale;
| f Marital status - 39.3% married; and
Qccupational status.- 50% high occupational status,
ln‘order”to control for age, sex, marital status, and
socio—economic.status, subjects were grouped according to age,
sex, marital status, and'occupatlonal status. Participants were
then matched w1th non part1c1pants on the basis of these |
-varJables, resulting .in groups of 211 part1c1pants matched w;th
211 nonpartjcipants on the basis of these demographjc variables.
Thus each -member of_the_participant group dif. from each
member of the nonparticipant group in that indiyidual's_;

" participation in educational activities. They were matched on

‘e L.
o

the basis of age, sex, marital status, and occupational status,

Ithereby controlling for these variables,

Who Learns?

> The partncnpants dlffered stat1st1cally from the'
.'nonpart1c1pants on each of the 1ndependent varlables except life
satisfaction;.deferences were measured 1n level ofceducatlonal
atta1nment,'anom1a, and on such learang related factors as ’
'propensxty to engage Jn self-dire~ ted learnlng, awareness of

learning needs, awareness of sites where educatlonal act1v1t1e'

were available, etc. ' o




‘Participants.averaged slightly above the 12th grade
educational level. **VuaS.the eduCationai ievel of.
5nonpart1c1pants averaged slightly 1ess than 12th grade. -The“
'difference ‘was statistically s1gn1f1cant at ‘the Ol 1eve1 Twice'
as many college graduates were among "the partic1pants as among
the.nonparticipants. ~This finding confirms the'ffndings of_other-
- researchers which‘indicate that prior educational experience.is }
one important'factor motivating:persons.to engage in educational
activitieS'(dohnstone & Rivera, 1965) | | )
t' When. measured using ‘the Srole Anomia Scale to assess the
i level of self -to-others distance or ai enation, part1c1pants had ;
lower average scores than nonpart1c1pants, statistiqglly |
significant'at the .01 le'el, indicating that_participantshwere
'1ess anomic than nonpart1c1pants. ‘This confirmed the findingS'of
others that an inverse re1ationsh1p ey1sts between educationall
part1c1pation and an 1noiv1dua1 s sense of a11enation or
' powerlessness (Seeman;4l963) _ This particu&arineasure was.used
w1th this population in order to probe poss1b1e consequences of
".powerlessness or self to- others distance resulting from t“e role
ohange wh1ch affects older ‘adults to varying dngrees. N
The'only variable measuring no d}fference between
| oart1c1pants and nonpart1c1pants was life thisfaction, us1ng the‘
-‘Life Satidfaction Index R. While part1c1pa?ts indicated a f .
_sliahtlv higher level of 11fe satisfaction ¢han nonpart1c1pants,

i

7the difference between the two groups was 70t statistically
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A six- Jtem scale. was developed in order ﬁb gauge the

eignificant”at the .05 level. ' . SN

,enbjects. propen81ty to engage_ln self-dlrected 1earn1ng
experiences. Part1c1pants wefe more likely . than nonpart1c1pants-
to encage in self- dJrected Jearang actnvrtles, the deference
between the two ‘groups beJng statlstlcally JJgnlfJCant at-the ,Oi
level. |

Participants also differed significantly from

‘nonparticipants in their ability to 1ist:91aCes where educationalf‘.;g“[,é

Ly
Lt
RPN

activities were available to them. ‘Participants averaged 1.49 -

plaoes, whereas nonparticipants averaged .41 places, a difference

° A

~significant at the .01 level, 'suggesting different levels ‘of
awareness withnregard to the availability of educationaJ
serVices~ .‘ o . . | p
_ Slnrlarly,-oartlcnoants were ab1e to 1dent1fy more. topics |
about which they would be 1nterested to learn than were
._nonpartlcrpants. The averagegresponse of part1c1pants, .63
topics, differed fromﬁthe'averaoe response of nonpartioioanté,
26 too;cs, SJngflcantly at’ ‘the .01 level, again suggeeting
-7 defferent 1evels of awareness with regard to the subjects'" wn“’”“mm"“
.learnlng needs. | | |
Using‘a_regressionkanalysis to_assess_the relatiVe5ianuenoe“
'of.these independent variables on the dependent variable,.

part1c1patncn, it Nas found that the ab111ty to list places where

-educatJonal aCtJVJtJeS were avallable and the propen81ty ‘of the




 .subje¢ts tbfengage in_seif-directed.feafnjhg ac££vitieé accounted )
f6£L28.7% of the total'variénée Qi?hfﬁ'thé dependent vari-
Level_éf éducatﬁbnéi af;ainmeht acchntéd;fq;Tah additional .26%,
tép-ics for léarning, ~.‘22%.}”f'—and anomis and life sati.sfactj‘.on_-‘ ﬂ ;
together-éécdunted for“VZZ%:'_Thése independent var{qbres,
tdgeﬁher accounfed.for 29;45§.6f_the varIQQCe ihfthegdebéndeﬁt

variable. ' . ' C \

- What do they'learn?f‘

The,topicsxof edqcational activities in which subjéct§
participétéd'inéiuded Bible stddy;,current.iSSUes.and evénts,z'“7f“ -
history, crafts, religion,_music} creative writing, gourmet

. e

cooking, sewing, wood <carving, macrame, and others. Many of

those Iisted'are names of courses and othefs»are more:general
subject areas. . f - o

Topics aBbut which su%jeété‘expreésed aﬁfinterééﬁ'ta learn
more inclﬁaed'crafts, painting, sewing, ééif-impto&émént skil

<

“music, current issues, history, foreign-languages, and art.

'Approxima%ely_ 62% of Ehe participants and 81%.of the.‘
'4nonpartidi§ants.fai1ed'fb identify any topics-about which’theyv{_'
woulld be-interested”to-learn}
R . N
' . o~ ) ‘ v
Where do they learn? L
I

Sponsors of educational,activities in. which subjects most

3

'frequeﬁtlj participatediincludefLéFarge Lifélonq'ﬁearhinb"‘
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InstJtute, local churches and rellglous organlzatlons, Milwaukee
Area Techn1ca1 Ccllege, varlous senlor centels, and the . °
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Unlverslty of Wlsconsln - Mleaukee and Eytensnon Aporoximately_l

34% of the part1c1pants and~76% of the nonoart1c1pants falled to

1dent1fy any places where educatlonalyéct1V1t1es were avallable.
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_Why do they learn?

- : Subjects gave the folloang reasons for thelr part1c1patlon in

]
e

learnlnq act1v1t1es 83.9% JndJcated they enjoyed belng with other
% = .

people, 79. 6% liked the challenge of learang, and 68 2% were

‘-_ attracted by the usefulness of the subject matter e

2 . N

fj o Sub]ects were a1so aware of obstacles wh1ch frequently

”Jthblted part1c1patlon Those most frequently 11sted were lacL

v

- of transportatlon, classes held at nJght,'notlon that people can .

1earn by themselves, unlnterectlng courses, thh cost of courses,

1§Ck.0f.t1me,' nd the bellef that older oeople don't need to .

learn ?fhe} . gtacles suggesbed 1nc1ude apathy, health problems

'or physical'hand;cap 2 and actlvztles wh1ch are held 1n dangerous.

'.&-

' or'unSafe areas. "PartJCJpants were much more aware-of these
potentJally 1nh1b1t1ng obstacles than were nonpart1c1pants, the
lidlfference belnq significant at the 01 level

A ‘ “' :. : . v \
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What conclusJons may be drawn? s

k) - . o . ;
There Were bas1c dlfferences between partncﬁpants and e
. - _ .

*,nonpart1c1pants among the ‘active older adult séb]ects.




One may 1nfer from these fJndlncs that oart1c1oat10n

is related to prior educational experlenceSp confidence .

in relatqonshno with others:,, propensity to engage ‘in-

self-directed learning activities, awareness of the

~availability of. educational programs, and interest in’
. topics for future learning.. Each of these except priog

educational experiencés is susceptible to direct or

programs which = capitalize on the employment of

self-directed" learngpg activities as well aslprograms 
- which “‘develop . skills in . building {dependable”

relatlonchlps with others. The findings ‘also present
the " need "of this client *population for .a broadened

- indirect manipulation .by educators with older adults at.
_ the program ievel. These findingss suggest the need for-

avallable to them as well as the need\to - 1ncrease the

level of sensitivigy to their- *own learang deprJvatJon
WhJCh may be met through educat10na1 programs.-

va §°

On occa51on, the low level of partJCJpatlon by oldere

adults in educational activities has beenoattrlbuted to

-.; age or lack-of positive orior educationdl experJenceS.
‘While - researth findings 'generally- -tuppert  those

conclusnons, the findings of this studx uqaest most cf
-the ' . differences between part1c10ants - and

nonpart1c1pants maysbe considered in the planning and.

implementation. of ~educational . plograms ..for older
"aqults. Instead of pointing the-  adult educator to a
better educdted older . adult clientele,~ this «' >

"affirms the importance of the adult ed tor in us ing
that dif“erence as- the _basis for Luture program
develop..cut (Fisher; pp.’ 1527 153). e

- . N . . X -

CertaJn factors -did prov:de a stronger. Jnﬁguence .on the

‘ pa;t1c1pat10n varlable than others-'

.

One  may 1nfer - that . predlctors - of educatlonal"

'partJCJpatibn are more strongly associated with the

14"

influence of factors in <the learang SJtuatlon itsei

significant of development and .présentation of

educational opportunities which enqace the attehtion sf .-

‘on the potentidfl participant. than in. the eyperlence _. ,
~and/or . attitude of the ‘potential part1c1pant The = 7 T
implication of 'such an inference .is to®affirm the

the older adult and mee!’ needs which the older adt *

can. identify as‘belonglnq to him/her....an ‘important
task. of . the .educ.'oy | education - or

consc1ousness ra151ng ab0ut education (Fisher, pp.’
- ot q -

157h 158)
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.awareness of educational opportunities Wthh are
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