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ABSTRACT |
- In July, 1982, letters were sant to the social

studies coordinators in all 50 states rgquastxng a list of high

school geography texts approved for use in those states and .

information on the selection procéss used. The response rate was

100s. Information lcqulr-d from the 20 states that have statewide

adoption policias constitute the basis of this paper. The most

striking study result'was the spatial pattern of states that have

state adoption pﬂllﬁlli- They are almost all in the South or Mountain

- West. With the exception of Indiana, no state in the Midwest, pla:ns,

or Northeast has a statewide -deptiﬁn policy.. Rn;igns_;a;_h;v4ng s
statewide adoption might include lack of confidence in local

leadership or social and\political conservatism. It was also found

‘that large textbook adopting stajes, espcc;glly Texas, have little

influence on,the current adoption policies of ging:;phy texts in
other states. The textbooks chosen by the adoption states
consistently followed what can be considered the traditional world
regional geography format. These texts are listed, along with the -

name of the publishing company, their jpublication date, and the

.number and the names of the Etatns which have adnpted tHem. (RM) Y
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Edwan.T. Weiss, Jr. and Rebecca Sturm

(ne aspect of geggraphi§ education at the éétnndary level that has
receil ved Felativelyglittie attention relates to the geography textbook,
that 1is, what textbooks are used and what §patiél pattern of textbaék
adoption exists. Information -on textbook use i's éketchy on a ﬁa{ianmidg
basis: it is readily available, however, on books %Elegtéd for use in
states’ that admﬁt textbooks on a state-wide basis. Data acquired from

J
the 20 ‘“state adoption" jurisdictions. constitute the basis of this

aper.
P 4

In order to collect data that was as accurate as possible, we sant
letters in July, 1982 to the %Qcial studies coordinators (or pEFSDﬂs

with that responsibility) tor éil titty stales FequésLlng a list of a;l

T

high school gé@graphy texts appraved for use in those statés as well as
information on the selection process used. Ultimately, all “fifty §tat9§
responded in some fashion. ‘ Contact with various pra?esﬁiﬂﬁéf
Eduéaéignal organizations provided little relevant - information, aﬂd!
communications wi;h tegtbnék publishers were particularly uﬁpraduétive;
Except as noted below, data base and literature seaﬁches prndu;ed
wrelatively little aﬁd;' as a consequence, direct 1nFarmat§an from the -

statE§ EDnStltutEE the chief basis of thi; report. See Figures 1 and 2.

5
%

In order to understand the issues of state-wide adoption as they.

H

relate to geography texts, a brie$ nvervieu of the histmry of textbaﬁk &



adoption in the United otates might be appropriate. The history of the
American textboolk is an interesting and elusive one. Textbooks were

& ar  raforence or roviow: now they are often the sole

L. TR - -7 -
Wi odbygaiisie sy LUeseda foi

source of infeormation for a subject area. Having their beginnings in

the early Webster spellers and McGuffey readers, textbooks began to
come into their own with the spread of compulsory mass public education
at the end of the last century and the st= »f this one. By the early

part of the 20th century, there were more LAdren in school (and hence
- i
a market) and the tradional American one room school was being replaced

by 'larger buildings consisting of iscolated classrooms. To meet the new

»
need for subject content related to a specific grade ., individual

Lextbooks began td be produced.

During this evolution, the textbook also ceased to be authared in

the traditional sensei . that is, to be associated with a single

auth@?ity in the field. More typically, they were team authored,

edited, or ‘“developed"- the textbook publisher controlling the mar ket

Cinstexsd of an author searching for a publisher for his book. Fublishers

began to  consult state curriculum mandates to see what should be

published.
4

Many well-known textbook publishéf% of the past have been acquired

-by .large conglomerates such as IEM, xérax éﬁd RCA, whose textbook sales
figures are almost impossible to obtain. Thus, the American textbook
market appearsv increasingly to be a lucrative, EéEfE£iVE one, often
more related to marketing issues than to educational ones, and higﬁif’l
stﬁuéturéd~ and controlled. One méchéﬂiém related ‘to that EantFQI ie the

state adoption of 1 esge textbooks, a p;actice currently followed by 20
& ) - g :
states. : .

Within. fhése atates, adoption praseﬂqr;es Fegardifﬁg’ geoqraphy texts

&




vary iwidely. Out o 1 states, information from two states

was unavailable, - is

regard to rredue . wf gecgraphy tentz, 1 select eve £

veara: - & every 3 4 yearsi 1 every 2 years (Texas)§ and 4
gdo not indicate most jurisdictions the textbonok selection

committees have cion of people from various ‘‘levels of the .

* -
education field as lay people:- _Utah and Mississippi Have

sU ETTVISory COmb . for each curriculum area. By contrast,

kentucky and New Mexico do not provide the social studies specialists

. voting power in geography textbook adoption. Mbst states indicate that
texts are sent to the selection commi ttee and six states indicate that

public hearings gnfffﬂeae téuts are part of the selection process. N%

state listed specific¢ guidelines for geography text selection. Out

the 18 states, the connection between polit ' ws and this educationa

pr ocess appears ubvious because the governor or governor-appointed

official selects the caqmittéé;

This, then, is the general background of textbok adoption in the

United States . today. Among the questions relating to geégraphy that we

should like to -raise are! What pattern exists for juwisdictions that

have state—wide adoption policies? UWhat influenhce, if any. do ]argérﬁf

b \
states, such as Texas, have on the adoption policies of other states?
What books are in fact selected, and where are they selected?

The first, and perhaps most striking result 'to come from

this study was the spatial pattern of states that have state-wide |

N
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adoption policies, As can be seen from Figuré I, almost all such

states are in the South or Mountain Westi- with the agcepéiaﬁ of

Indiana, no state.in the Midwest, Flains, or Northeast has a state-wide

O adoption .policy. The reasons for this pattern aﬁejﬁqﬁbimmediatély
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“ clear: Clyde Tidwell, writing in tHe 1920°s, Epegulatéb that quutﬁegr

i

. states might ﬁgt have had confidence in local leadérshlp. There is also

evidence Lo ?ggge=L el parents Azbbleﬁ, far ﬂtxtpzu,gz adoption

policies to avoid the expense of ew textbooks after each faﬁily move,
- : ) m 7 =

although this motivation would " not seem to have been unique to the

--South or Mountain West. Dﬁé could alsg speculate that these two regions

E‘i -

" lucrative Texas market.

R

tended te be socially and politically more- conservative than thé rest

of the country and felt a greater need to ?égulaté the textbooks that
were being used in tﬁé

generally considered

would ‘?iti into this pattern; only Oregon and Hawaii' appear to déparb_

Frgm the general correlaticn between state-wide adoption policies and

A o - , ¢ .
areas that are considered to be politically and socially conservative.

Y = ) :
A common assertion regarding textbocks is that the la ge‘tégtbaak
A . : . . .
| 4 ' N te .
adopting states =-- especially Texas -—- exercise a .disproportionate
effect on the textbook selection in Qéhé?.jurisdi:tigﬁsg or at @ﬁe very

. & . B
least, cause Eub]ighers to slant their offerings so as to capture';hé

In order-to test the assertion that Texas does

¥, : ) 7 ° . 7 LN : . - :
in fact bhave coinsiderable influence outside its borders, Texas’s list

of geography textbooks was 'zampaéad with lists in the other adopting

states. Two of the five books on Texas’

of any of ithe other states. Moreover, the textbbaks chasen iﬁ‘Texasfi

-

were Elagrly the
bubliéheq between 1969 and 1972. Tesxas thus appears Feluctant tn adaﬁt

-

newer books that might be att%aked’mn political or sazial grounds, a .|

reluctance in

Gabler and their nrganlzat;ﬁﬁ, Educational Research ﬁnalysts: Theﬁ

cgn;lgsign 'kgf therefore, that Texas has rel;txvely little 1nf1unnca L)

b el egtadod tE 0 A P
Bl BRI § St it B B T S LA, ;A_.i_x:»_a,r

schools in their jurisdictioss. Indiana,

among the most conservative of Midwestern states-

list did not appear on the lists

cldest of aﬁy Jurisdlctlnn examined: = all w;r’e’i

large part attributable to the activity of 'Mel and Ngrﬁa¢'
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adoption

Tennessee, Virginia,
-

- clugtered are prabably mast Elgnlflsant.
.prgg;aﬁ, Eeﬁfu:ky,

apart fro

=

the current adpption poli cies of ge ography f ,t§ i

"other s ,t ates.

j
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attempted through the use uf o clusler analysis pr

-

A more (igorous aﬂpraaég to the questiéh of j‘ as’ influence was
. ' .
ra

gram which- pfadu d‘

a series of 20 cgroupings or clusters. See Figure 4. This clustering
routine should identify ® which » states had similar aﬂ@ptiﬁn lists- for

geography "texts. Thus, the. first cluster would identify those two

S X . 7
states whmgg' tesxtbook D%%ts most resembled each ather’s. Eaeh

édditignél glusﬁe%iﬁgj would 'group each -5téﬁé with other states with 4
- %1 f Pl F ] & . .

which it had the greatest similarity.. By the fiftaenth tluster.all but

. % .
four states- Texas, Oregon. Louisiana, and Hawaii— had been .gsouped

#

with other states. In other words, these four statles had textbook.
‘patEé?ﬂs’Fh%t gif¥éred most markédiy frﬁﬁ thégéther éta£EEEide_
adoption jur}sdictiﬁﬁé ) N »

- Tha élugtéﬁ 'z}DutiﬁE ;also revealed several . other interesting
by the -tenth- }lgsterithree major state

relationships. For example,

¥ & [}

gréuﬁ;ngs Kad ‘éggrgédé a "Deep South" cluster g$‘nlabéma@ Georgia,-

Mississippis and Arkahsas; a :Border: South/Mountain West cluster of

3 o '

4
South area, that

Floriday .Oklahona, Ngwiﬁegi:g; and Nevada; and a Middle

= .

3

also included twg'ﬁénagauthéﬁn stateé_(mmrth Qgﬁclina, South Carolina,

‘Indiana, and=x Idaho). Qléhaugh there is some

suggestion . of a;:ﬁeighbnrﬁgad effect 4t 'ﬁbrkvrhereq the states ngg
Thus, at thlE stage, of thp
utéh Lg&1§1aﬁa, H4waii, Dregaﬂ,sand Taxas Femaiﬁeﬁ

s ;’

£ . any athér gfaup aélth@ugh we weré un‘awaré of the reasgninq;

behiﬂq'ithé textba@k* selest;un ﬁFBEES! in these ﬁtatés, they all, Nithx

Yo *

the upaésible irexegptinﬁ: uf Kentucky,\ have d;stin;tzve gsocial ‘or

. .
* . . &

initi:aL Egéraétgriétigg ﬁhat ‘Sﬁt them gpart from the other tgxtbaakg

idnptidn
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éausal. connection between the apparent social and political. -
:harﬁctéﬁ;stlcﬁ of. -stafes and .their textbook selection ﬁ@lzc;e =3

neveftﬁe;éaa, one might speculale that the stateg lzss likely to follow

an educational trend in any field would be those states that were’
£ - * _ . h' -

distinetive in their basic societal qualities.

/ 7 k : : ) ) ., T P
Although no attempt was made tg . andalyze in ‘depth each; of the
thiﬁtygiivel books indi¥vidually, certain- generalizations can

&

ﬁevefthelgss be magé regarding the cgnfent of texts chosen by the

state—adoption jurigdicéiansglfThe texthooks consistently ¥ollowed what .
can be considered the traditional Nnriﬂ regional géggraphﬁ format:a few
| T

&1 i

. 3 _ . R * T
introductory chapters gr;ented §h1e$ly téwarﬂ physical ?Eagraphy and

*

maps followed by a Féglﬂﬁ by regiun descrlptlan of the wurﬁig ﬁﬁrécverrrf

the leading texts all had the same géﬁeral appeaﬁanﬁe. all were roughly.

the same size, and ‘all were pfﬁ%us%}y illustrated with maps, diagrams Q

and phctcgraph%- Encourdgingly, many attempted to hove beygnd 51mple J

towards ‘some E?plaﬂatlﬂﬁ of Eurrent cultural, economic, and

!

description

political patterns. It is ﬁatewarth¥; hgwéver; that %hé ‘High School '
Geography Froject’s  Geography_ _iD fgﬂgUfBEEEQQE ’
Hean ' B ! ; N : K
—.-Conclusion Thé policy of StatEH;de adoption of textbggkg_g
Epﬁaduzess a clear reg:pnal pattérn that at Eh?s point is an;y part;ally ;
unaerétnad. As _ noted.. abgyg, one mlghtf §Eezu1ate that Eertain‘%

&

jurisdictions wishet to maintain- contrbl, at thagétate level g¥ baaks

that\ would be used “at the Ia:al levelﬂ—esp cially in an Efa a+ Flé{ﬂ
é‘: @

5Ehgﬂl segregatian when mmst of the gtate adoption: laus were: ﬁaisad.

One is also struck by . the FréquEn;y nf selection of relatiV§1y fe
,‘vgg s ”J s\

books out of a large number pf E;ns:hlg teatSEﬂclearls, staFﬁu;tend t‘

LY

rqigtiyalyigﬁ” trditi?éil baak"awith tr”ﬂianal anpraach-
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shortage of educators traiquyip geography may well be a fa:tathEre.

Finally, the large stgtéé; Espétigliyyfésaé!;da‘ﬁét appear to hajye the-

1mpact on textbook selection that has been claimed- atl least irlsofar °

as geography textbooks are cgncérnéé.

- -
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