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THTRODUCTION

Last summer, I discovered a wonderful little book, Mommy Buy Me A
China Doll, in an Appalachian bock store in Berea, Kentuckys ‘Momsy,
buy me « « o "o Are there any three words used more frequently by our
young, TV-sales-oriented children of today? Suddenly, I had an exciting
new idea for an economic study to use with my two kindergarten classes
in the fall.

With the economy tightening all arcund us, infletion running rampunt,
and «ll of us caught in the sjueeze, most "mommies" and “daddies" are
finding it increasingly difficult to buy even dire necessities.. What
more opportune time then new for every five—year old to le.rn about
scureity and heving to make choicest

Could I help my kindergertners understind bausic eccnomic principles
that affect their daily lives by learaning about the poverty-stricken
pecple who settled, and still live, in the Appalachiin mountain area
of our state of Kentz:cky'.i== I could, and we did! By integriting a study
of Appalachi.n natur 1 rassources, music, ¢rafts, storlies, art and his~
tory, we compared their lives to ours todaye

Throvgh the operition of a ¢lassroom coal mine und company suore,
we le:rned thit Kentucky is the m:lcr coul producing state in our coun-
try. Many basic economi¢ principle. were leirneld here, and in the form—

ation in the spring of our own business; Kentucky Kinder Crafts. Ve

"became® tre people of Appaluachies, using resources at hand te produce
unigie items that could be sold to the general public and create income
for an economically destitute Segrent of our zcclely.

The Appendix, in the form of a sCrepbock, is of wtmest importance in
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furthering the underst.nding of this project. It contains pic~

tures, pames and activities that clurlly much of the text,
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TUDY

|

Kinderrarten is the first step on the public school ladder to

academic fulfillment. The concept of scarcity is the fundamental

building block of the discipline of economlcs.

To help five-year olds be;in to think effectively and to under-
stand and g;Jsp basic economic Jeneralizations, it is important at
this ecrly ege to have a consclously planned program. This program
should capture their immediate attention, involve them aétively in
the processes of learning, and include a wide v-.rievy éf learning
activities to reach each and every child in the wry he or she learns
test.

Yourig children lezrn most effectively through concrete ex:mples
and sensory —filled experiences, in which they touch, smell; hear
and see oblects at hand. They also achieve understanding by acting
out, or role-playing, thoughts, feelings, stories ang poetry about
concepts or experiencess

Our plan of study ineluded making picéures, posters, builetin

boards and collages to gee what we were learninge Ve listened to
gge whd Algtensc

=

bocks and newsp.pers being read. e saw and heard films, fiim
strios and records. Ye had several resource psople work with us in
our claSSroGms ;

e aetually worked in a cl:issroum coal mine, where we 8aw and

smelled the coml dust and felt the fatigue of a miner digaing coal.
He used resources at hand to produce v,rious products teo be sold in

our own classroom business.

vhusiasm reisned high in my two kindergarten classes each day,
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which ingluded twenty-five students in the morning und twenty-Iive

thers in the "owfternoon. IZach child wis involved actlvely wnd tol 1l,

{1 13 riTaz ovperiznser shou W23 Serve ar biidin blocks to fiture
wvaderstariin: of our l.ad, our people, and our CConomy.

Because of the high economic near-illiteracy that prevails among
Americans today, it was importuni to involve the purents and families
of our students in all our activities, I ho,ed to motivale them to
continue exposing and explaining economic princirles to their chil-

dren in their everyday expariences together.
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GOAL SIUDY

:

The foliowing specific “ouls were ineorporated in the project:

1, T~ help children understand that becauce income of a household
15 limited and its wants for goods and svrvices are unlimited,
1t must choose which [oode and services will be consumed . .
Problem of Scarcily. . p

2. To make wise decisions in goods purchased because whenever
they buy a particular good, they must give up some ovher good «
Opporiunity Sost.

5. It takes raw materials (natursl resources}, people (labor) and
tools (czpit2l) to produce goods and services which s.tisly
our winbs and neels o . . Productive Resources,

Ls To conceair:ie oar stwly on the production of coal, the most
important natural resource to ihe economy of our state of Ken-
tucky. (Kentucky Kinder Coal Co.) .

5, ‘ro iearn that decisions must be made as L0 what goods and ser-
vices are to be produced with available resources.

6. To create and onerate a classroom business (Kentucky Kinder
Craft Co.) using available resources.

7. To learn that labor income is the msin source of income for
most households,

8. To involve students and parents in activities desiZned to
develop their critical-thinking skills.

S




BACKIROULD OF THE STUDY

—— ——rr————

Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays were behind us, and Janu—

ary seemed to be the perfect time to introduce a stimuloting, new

study of our neighbors in the Appalachian mountains of Kentucky, and
to strive for furthsr understanding of basic economic priﬁbiples, 80
important in each of our lives.

During the first six weeks of school in the full, the children had
been introduced to economic terms, such as: Mwants and needs', "poods
and services", Yconsumers and nroducers®s The basic curriculum of
these first weeks of almost every kindergarten in this country serves
as the perfect foil to introduce a few basic economic priaciples '
that relate o the children's real-life experiences, and are at their
level of understanding. Very briefly thir basic curriculum includes:

Pirai Weegk -~ ALl About Me

This is a completely child-certered week of activities
that teach "There's Hobody Just Like Me.” During thiz
week we examine che likes and differences in people and
how each of vs has different wants and needs.

Second Week ~ Friends

We extend our study of self to our families and other
people femiliar and important to the children, and di-
rect attention to the child's peers. We continae

with the very elementary economic concept of differ-

enices in pur friends and fumilies 2nd in their wants
zrnd needs.

Third WYeek — Animals Are Qur Triends
HWe identify our animal friends, their physical fea-—
tures, and how they provide food and c¢lothing (basic
needsj for man. -Je compare :nd contrast foods eaten
by man and animels. We examine the concept of whether
man's wants and ne3ds are different from anm animal's
wants and needs.

Fourth Week— Homes Lived In By People and Animals
Intrcluce very elsmentzry exnlanaticn of nutursl re-
scurces « . . whil, why, and how aniucls anl min se-
Fect—Omi use these resources in buildins their homes.

L e A EYRRON T 0RO LTSRN 40O O OO A0 T LALLM PO AL LA AR
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Fifth aeck -

Our Town - Jeffcrsoilewm

Develop concept of our ows town. Vho lives there? Do
peopie work there? Whit kind of work do People !0 there®
whit kind of businesses exist there? Wh.t type of work
sre members of the children's famiiler eng.ged in® iy
Jo people work? Anyone who does yseful work is c.lled a
vrofucer. Who do you know who is a vroducer? Are you

a prodvcer® VWhen?

People e.rn wifes or money when they vork. Wh.t do people
do with the money they ¢.rn in their lobs? :

Le.rn whit poods are. Oncn three prelend bLusinesses:
grocéry siore, clothing store und bLokery. Children use
nlay money from literty Money Mathlae to tuy poods pur—
chased. ({See page 39 or scrapbook.)

Le.rn whe the comrunity helpers are in cur school and tovn.

Learn wh. i ssrvices they perform. Invelve children “hrovgh -

dr.matie pay in assumiag roles of community helpers.

Invite community helpers and parents to spe.k to children
about their l‘obs, and let children decide if they provide
poods or services in their worke.

Learn th:t everyone who uses goods and services is a
consumer. Le-rn th:t we are all consumers,

During this neriod we le:rn th.t we must pay for goods
and services, urd th.-t peopie e.rn income in their lobs
in order to buy goods .-nd services

Introduce the busic concept th-t scarcity exisits in our
society, and Lhere .re nct enough resourcec to S.iisfy
everyone's wints and needs.

All About Full

Suudy how our needs and w.nts change in relstion to the
fall seasen. (clothin:, activities, c.rinj for ocur en-
vironment, and how and where we g2t our food)

Tiis introductory period included the necessary b.ckground, and
actel] as a scringboard o our ch.llenging Appxlachian project thot we
berin in Janu.ry!
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Aruntoxt provided by Eric

e beg.n our study with a delightful book, Xommy, Buy Me . China

—

Poll, by Harve and Marpoet Zemach. This is the sto;y of Eliza Lou, a
litile pirl who lives in the mountains. One autimn d:y shé mé;ts a
mount iin trader pulling o wagon piied hirh with cloth and ketiles and
A
. « . a china doll. Her fimily doesn't huve monay for chins dolls, -
but Eliza Lou has thutdproblem solved. She—-sugpesis to her mother
that they trade her duddy's featherbed for it, but this poses = new
problem: Where will her drddy sleep® As she sits on her molher's
lap, Eliza Lou suppests citern-tive sleeping arr.ngements for the en—
tire f.mlly, and their horses, kit ens, chickens and pigs.

This is a humoréus uuaptution ©f an old mountain folk song, and the

)
children were imedictely enr ptured with the earthy, homespin illus~
trations of Ziizu Lou's funtavies, und were svon singing the litile re-
frain . . . "Hommy, buy me a chin: 4ol}. Do, Hommy, do!", which ra=-
oceurs _Lroushout the story.

With enthusiasm .t a pesk, the children were asked'§0 thin# of
re:sons why Bliza Lou's feamily did not have enouglr money to buy her a
china doll. Do some families huve less money than other fimilies? Do
families have to m:ke c~oices in what they buy? This led L¢ 8 review

of what our w.nbs and needs «re. The chilircen cubt out niclires from

mesazines ni cil.lo o ond wsed eeissers ad peste Lo moke o "o heed™

]

tcllinue The next duy Ve mede n "I U.nt" college. {See seruphock,
rares 24 3, and 44}
Their instructions lhen were to Luke these two paper: home, and

discuss their wants ond needs with their £ rilies. Bach child was to

8




I told the children thut we could understind a lot more sbout Eliza : ..
Lou and her fumily's wints and needs, if we le.rned a'oul where they had
lived in a special ares of our own state of Kentucky, the Appalachian
Mount. in region. 1 borrowed an enormous relief map of the Bn%ted States ‘
{rom an Qpper grade, and the children were able to iruce with their fingers
the path taken by Daniel Boon¢ anc other eurly settlers frogrthe east
coast, through Cumberl:nd Gap, to the hiils and hollows of southeastern
kentuckyu‘ﬂBy feeling the raised parts of the map, they learned the south-
ern Appalachian mountains range through six o?ﬁer states to0.
e talked ébout what essentisl household ~oods and tools these people
might have brcughf with them on the long trip.by foot, wagon and horse- ]
backe
This led to a critical thinking stage in our discussion of what the
‘settlers found when they arrived. Here'there'ﬁgmes to move igto? Hos
lere ther2 slores in which to purchase food, tools, clothing? Moy UWhat
did they have to -do to exist? .
We were now feady, on a very simplified elemantary level, to learn

about productive resources. It seemed essentinl to spend several dayd

le.rning the tremenlious importance of natural resources to the inrut to

production. In this study, 1 was extremely plessed to find thst by the -
end of ihe week, most of my kinderzurten ctudenls were ail'e o .nilerstarn

Lhnt nolurad rescurces were the zif 3 Of matire 412 early seiilers found,
’ T
awsitling their use for survivel in the mountainse 1 wanted the children
E-N
te understand that land, along with its naturil rescurces, has provided

the base for obtaining fuwd, shelter, clothing and other fundzmental

needs, thav have susbained and m.de life more comfortable {rom nrehistoric

10 »




I t0ld the children that we could underst%n@ a lot more about Eliza - ;
Lou and her fumily's wints and needs, if we le.rned a’ ont where they had
lived in a special arei of our own state of Kentucky, the Appalachian
Mount.:in region., 1 borrowed an enormous relief map of the United States »
from an upper grede, and the children uere able to trace with their fingers
the path taken by Daniel Boone anc other eurly settlers froﬁfthe gast
coast, through Cumberl:nd Gap, to the hills and hollows of soulheastern
%entuckyu‘ﬂBy feeling the raised parts of the map, they learned the south-
ern Appalachian mountains range through six oP%er states too.
He Talked ;bout what essentisl household ~oods and tools these peopls
might have brought with them on the long trip.by foot, wagon and horse- +
backs
This led to a critical thinking stage in our discussion of what the
"settlers fopnd when they arrived. iere there'ﬁsgcs to move igto? Nos
kiere there clores in which to purchase food, tools, clo@hing? Hop ihat
did they have to.do to excist? . :

We were now ready, on a very simplified elemantsry level, to learn

about productive resourcege It seemed essential to spend several daya

le.rning the tremenlous imporiance of matural resources to ihe input to
£ -

production. In this study; I wes extremely pleased to find thst by the

end of the week, most of my kinderzurten students were atl@ ‘o .ilerstind

that neolural raeseurces were the if 5 of nitare U2
-~

aw.iting their use for survivul in the mountainse I wanted the children

A

0 understand that land, §1ong with its natural rescurces, has provided

v Cu

4rly selilers found,
Y

the base for obtaining fuod, shelter, clothing and other fundzmental

neefis, thar have susbained and m.de life more comforiable from nrehistoric

10 *




time to the present.

What amazing answers I received from my students when I first asked

the question, "What is land?"

"I4L1s a playground!”

"It ts where we dig holes.™

"Our houce sits on it."

“It's at the airport!™

We looked at pictures of land, witer, oil, sun, rain {for suitable

climate for growing crops), timber, soil, and mineral deposits, with &

heavy concentration on coale

The children in my classroom work in learning centers for aboui one

hour each session, and participated in various readiness activities con=

cerning naturcl resourceg in the language arts, math, science, art and

block bullding centers., These actlvities included:

1.

2,

3.

be

Drew pictures of natural rescurces found in Appalachian Hountainse.
(See scrapbook, page 12.)

Natural resource display in science center cont.ined soil samples,

wood from various types of trees, water, oil, and coal. The stu-

dents:

8. Arranged soil sumples according to color from lightest to darkest.
(To associate with fertility)

be Arranged pieces of wood from shortest to longest, largest to
smallest, etcs

c., Expiored liguid measurs with water and metric sontainers.

d, Used individual centimcter imilers 1O measure length of pieces
of wood.

Worked with families azt home to find articles about goal or Ken-
tucky in the diily newspapers, and brought these articles to school
Yo make collages. This was to emphasize the importance of our
daily newspaper and also part of our Phonetic training in learning
the similarity of the beginning consonant sounds of the letters

Ce and Kk, (See scrapbook, page lh.)

Made torn paper pictures with construction paper and paste to show
mourttain scenes with at least three natural resources in the pic—
ture. (See scrapbook, pages 16 and 18.)

i1




5« These pictures were used to decorate the clussroom and,; also, as
part of & huge bulletin beard .in the front hall of our schoel. It
was tilled Ratursl Jesources of Appulachis. In this way, the bulle-
tin board became a2 le.rning center for our entire school of over
seven hundred students. {Sece scrapbook, parse 10.)

6, Planted corn and wheat seeds in fertile soil in mamuoth-sized mayo-
nalse jirs to understand how the e.riy peonle used the e0il to pro-
duce food to sustain 1ife.

7+ Built log kouses in the block and building center to heip under-

stand how the settlers had felled the timver vo make logs to build
homes for their shelter.

Other activities included: film strips, stories and & jume to learn
about scarcity called "Husicil Goods and Services." (Directions in serap-
bock, page 6.) This geme is based on the familiar "Musical Chairs® and
teaches how resources are limiteds

What better time than now for my students and their families to learn
that Kentucky is the nation's number one coal-producing state. Coal is the
state's largest industry, grossing three billion dollars per year. ZEvery

edition of our two locel daily newspapers, The Courisr~Journal and The

Lowdsville Times, contain articles about the eoal industry, or coal.-re-

lated top’cse I{ is said that Kentucky is on the eve of a coal revolu-
tien . . .« & boom unlike any in its pust. The boor has its rools in the
beginnings of a world-wide conversion from oil and natural gas to coals

How could my students ‘egin to better understund this all-important
natural resourcs to the gconomy of our\étate? ke Mconstructed” a coal
mine ia a derksned corner of our clagsrooms This required many trips
hauling coal in boxes in my car from a loc.l coal yard. 4 long table
was draped and placed inside the durkened mine, with coal piled high on
top of and under its

The mine becamé the Kentucky Kinder Coal Company., A large packing box

12




outside the mine served as the mine shaft., Bach child became a coal

miner by pulling on overalls, wearing & miner's hard hat, and ¢limbing
into the conveyor car inside the mine shaft box. With lantern and
flashlight in hand, the child pretended he/she was descending for under-
ground to the mine entrance. It was amazing how long some children szt in
the car in the shaft! They were thoroughly convinced our mine was very
deer down in the mouniain. s

Each miner's job was to enter the mine and shovel coul into a basket.
It was truly dark in the mine, and the child could only see with the
light from the flashlight. The miner brought the basket filled with coal
out of the mine and took it to the Company Store. Girls and boys allke
eagerly swalted their turn te work in the mine. Of course this took
several days to accomplish, during our csnter times (See scrapbook,
pages 19, 20 and 21.)

Many inieresting comments were made by the miners as they came out of
the mine,

“Gosh, that wuas really hard work.™

¥It was so dark in there,"

"I had trouble finding the shovell™

"That cocal is too heavyl"

Two children worked in the Company Store each day. Their Job wus to
use a sgcale and weigh Tive pounds of coal. Thnis took & great deal of ex~
changing -arger and smaller lunps of ccal to oitain exzctly five pounds.
Then Lhe coal was bagced and rewdy for dellvery to our customers.

We had previously discussed the best w:y to market our product. e
advertised the opening of our ¢osl company by sending fliers home to

parencs. (See scrapbook, page 22.) We must have had 2 real barg:in,
- 13 .




beca18e we were overwhelmed by oar orders! What a sight to see fivewye.r
olds struggling o,:t0 the school bus with their bugs of cosl to deliver to
famrilies and Qeighbors! (The teacher did exert strong influence in the
prieing of the coal, because I didn't w.nt even one lump of coal left to
haul back out of the building!)

Our ccal mine Operation helped us begin to understund hdw the produc-
tion of most goods invelves the use of a combination Of resources, with

these resources beingy classified a8 Nuturel, Humsn and Capitale We

Walched a film entitled, Frank Jackson: Coal Miner, that enlarged our
menval imize of the Joo of & miner in a real Appalachian coil mines. This
furthered understunding of the importance of humain labor in producing
goxds and services from resources.

We also lexrned the nscessity of the capital £oods we had used 10 help
produce and sell our product. These included our shovel, basket, flash—
light, lantern, company store building, scale, box, bags , cush register,
and so forth. ¥We played th= following game L0 help understand the impor-
tance of capit .l goods in the production of resourcess

Game? ne Like 0 Mine the Coal
(3ing to the tune of "The Farmer in the Dell")

Directicns: Plauy just as in traditional gume. Children form
circle facing inwurd. Hiner is in center of circle. As they
sing, subslitute names of capital goods that the mine or-the
company svore might invest in. Children ect out use of various
tools and cupital goods as they sing.

"We like Lo mine the coul, we like to mine the coal,
Hi, ho the derry-o, we like to mine the coill

it we need some cupiital, yes, we need some cipital,
Oh, we need scme cupital; so th.t we cun mine the coal.

First we bousht a2 shovel, first we bought a shovel,
First we bought « shovel, so we could mine ihe coal.

1




The gume nay be ch nzed o corital poods needed in company stors. For
exsmble:

"de work it the conpuany store, we sork st the company store,
But we will need some ¢ pit.l to work at the comouny store.

]

First we boucht 2 scaley first we bourht a2 scile,
First we bought a scide Lo work ot the compiny store.™

Our scho®l custodian is the widow of a forwer coul miner. She vici-
ted our classroom and told abevt 1ife in the mountains of Kentucky, and
very briefly touched on ihe d.ngers inherent in working in +he miness

This was all & highly successful venturet The children really learaed
&s the cosl dust flew! Fortunately I had a siudent teacher and an aide
present during this cperation to help remove cozl dust from eager little
hands znd faces. ({Cee scrapbook, pages 23 and 24.) Teachers from all
over our scho:l brought their clusses to see the mine and store in opera~
vion.

How thrilied vwe were to have the largest newspaper in the state; The
Courier-Journal, run & feature article, "Youngsters 'ifine® (oal and Con-
cepts", in the financi:l section (Marketplace) of the Sunday paper. (See:
scrapbook, page 26.)

Parents, teachers from other schools, and administrators from our
school system arrived to see the Kentucky Kinder Coal Co. in actions
(See letters in scrapbook, pages Ll and 42.)

As soon as the cozl dust settled, and we h.d closed and clexined all
vestiges of our mine operatlon, we continued our study of the people of
Appalachia, their customs, beliels and economy. We had alreidy begun
learning a great many foik songs from the mountains. I accompunied their
singing with a unigue musiesl instrument, the mountain duicimer, made by

the people in the lonely hills and hollows {0 entertuin themselves. Of
13




course, this demonstrated another product produced from their timber

resourcess

The concept of a family living isclated from the world with very liitle
incomey no television set, very feow books or newspapers, and a need for
gelf-entertainment, wes further stressed by a fither of one of our boys,
who visited our classrocm. He had grown up in the mount.ins and is a
greit story-teller. He held the children spellbound wilh tales ¢f ‘'coon
hunts and 'pogssums and the down=to~garth people of the Appalachians.

One of the mothers cume t¢ class and demonstrated how she mills her
own Ilour, and we baked yeast rolls =nd spreid them with butter and horey
for a tasty, self-produced treat at snack tims. Tnis further extended
our study of the whe.i we had planted, and vhat happena when the kernels
of whent are ground into flour.

Qur science center had a display of the wheut growing in jars, the
kernels removed from the stalks, the bran that is removed at the mill,
and the resulitant product of flewr. The students tried grinding or
smashing the kernsl with rocks to obtain the flour inside, and we de~
cided as a class thal the capitul goods of a flour mill grestly ease
the production of Tlour.

We used an old~fushioned churn one duy and mede butter. This ex—
tended our knowledge of how the animals on the small, Poor, mountain
farms were an inv.ludble resource for food and other productse

The children listened to the story of Pelle's Kew Suit, and followed
the step~by-step pro~ess of the boy, who sheered his lumb and truaded his

services for the services of others who card, spin, dye, weuve and sew

the wool inte a neuw suit. Thic is a woalierd L look that heips discuss
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fuctors of sroduction,.spzciclizition, interdeprendence and, of course, barter.

At this time, we made a field trip Lo the North American Livestock Hxhi-
bition at Freedom H:11 in Louisville. HWe saw many different breeds of
sheep, felt the wool that had Just bLeen shorn, =nd walched a demonstra-—
tion of the enlire PrQCess of spinnin; the 1 .mb's wool into yarn.

The next day at school, we began making our own rather crude weavings
on curdboard looms, using sticks from irees at the top, and interveaving
strips of material, vurn, corn husks, reeds from plants, or whatever we
had or could find in our neighborhoods as resourcess

We looked at other products made today by the Appalachian people and
discussed their resource oOrigins. Thie included: corn-husk dolls, corncob
animals and pipes, limber jacks and other wocden LOyS, quilts; woven bed-
soreads, aj ile _ramy dolls, bashess, aul 30 forths (Scrapbook, page 27.)

This led us inbo & discussion of how few Jobs there are aviilable to
mountuin reo-le, outside of those in the coal mines and lumber companiese
Poverty in Appelachia is notorious. Our old friend, Eliza Lou, and her
family choss to 1live in the mountains away from crowds of psople, where
they could have Some land all their own, and enjoy space alil around them.
He likened their feelings for independence with thoae of the Pligrims who
came to the liew World.

In order to live in the mountains, these people £ave up the opportunity
to make much money. Over the ysurs, many people have left to find Jjobs
other places, However, many mountain pecple have now found a new source
of income. Organizations Like the Southern Highlund Handicraft GQuild have
contributed to a renzissance of crafts in the mountains and elsewhere, by

helping 10 market handmade pProductse

Mountsin people already lnew how £0 turn raw materils into finished
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objects of beauty. Now there were preople from all over the United Stztes
who_wanted t0 bay their products.

After le:rning that mountain children are taught to make many of these
crafts, my kindergartners decided it would be fun to open our own craft
shope This was the beglaning of Kenbucky Kinder Crafis in a large corner
of cur clussrooms In order to be like the Appalachian people, we under-—
stood we must use whatever raw materl:ls were available and on hand. Par-
ents were informed of our plan, and we received many contributions of fab-
ric scraps. Severul mothers came in during center time to work one~on-—one
with the children on neeule work projects.

The children loved every minute of this project! ZEvery girl and boy
made either?a quilted pillow, a dell bed coverlet, or an animal besn bage.
Several children mude two items. Even our most immature students, with
the poor;ut hand-cye coordination, worked dilizently to sew every stitch
and stuff and yarn—-tie their little pillow. Children hung through the
windows of the little craft shop eagerly awaiting their turn Lo sew.

(Se scrapbook, paze 28.)

One day we made cundles by meliing our old crayon stubs and pouring
them into greased muffin tins. The children 21s0 mad: a few corticdb
animals and dried apples for heads for dolis.

During March, we were also le.rning about money. Our math canter
a5 c.otioned "There's Honey In Our Mountains™, .nd the students used
sever:l learning activities desipned to help them identify the coins
used in our monziary system. Cne aclivity was a mountain scene with a
construetion paper log cabin that depicled the vurious combinations of
coins that add up tc one dollar. The door was a dollar bhill. The roof
contsined one hundred pennies. Each of the four panes of the window

18

20




LA

contained a quarter. The chimney wus lined with ten dimes. The top of
the tree oeside the cabin was fill.d with twenty nickles. The smoke puffs
frosw the chimney were two half dollarss

tnother pume wis ¢.lled "Deposit Your Koney In The Bunk"™, The children
used very realisiic coins (from Development.l Learnin, Materials) and sort-
ed the (uarters intc a holder marked 25¢, the dimes into a holder mirked
102, and 50 on.

In Aprily Phyllis George Brown, the wife of the Governor of Kentucky,
was scheduled to speak to the ﬁpper grade students in our school aboul a
state~wide contest she and the Governor were sponsoring., MNembers of her
staff arrived eurly to make the neceasary arrangements for her appearance,

They Just happenzd to see and he.r about our Kentucky Kinder Crafts, and

imnedi.tely asked if she could visit our ¢lassroom afier her talk. One of
Hrs. Brown's main interests is in pronioting Kentucky erafte, and she was
extremely interested in the children's work. How proudly the children
showed hsr their handicrafts! It was interesting to no%e that the very
next week, 'she and the Governor were in Rew York promoting the opening of
a Kentucky eraft shop at Bloomingdales Department Store. (See scrapbook,
paces 29 and 20,)

The culmination of our month of work was to invite familles and friends
of the children, and the first and second gradec of our school, to atbtend
8 mountzin folk festival all our owns The children wore "old~time" cos—
tumes to sing mountain ballads and perform line and .circle dances in the
a:ditorium of the school. They used puppets to enact an old Appalachian
song called "The Black Duck™. We had mude these puppets as a group pro—
Ject., The Berea Colle;e Puppetry Caravan holds workshons all over the
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Inited Stutes during the summer. They give instruction in making mario—
nettes and puppets from resocurces at hand, such as puper bugs, scrap
paper and fubrice

After our program, the families were invited to attend tha grand open=-

ing of the Xentucky Kirder Crazft Shop in our classroom. Our products in-

cluded animal beun bzgs, auilted pillows, deoll bad quilts, wezvings, corn-
cob animals, clay nots and cindles. They were individuslly priced and
simply and beautifully displuyed with each child®s neme on his’her crea-
tions. -

A check-out table with two toy cash registers (in best super-market
style) was at the far end of the room. Two students manned ecch regis—
ter. We had studied the various combinations of coins re‘uired for the
prices on our products. BExamples of coin combinations were beside each
register to help the cashiers.

Every child was assigned a specific place to work and help customers.
Some sold pillows, some bean bags, some candles. We all knew what excel-
lent producerg we were, and, at long last our customers, the consumers,
had arrived to buy our products, .

The children were fantastic! They took their Jobs very seriously,
and parents were enthusiastic, nelpful and patient in the long check-out
lines, The Jeffersonisn, another local newspaper, ccvered these events
with a terrific picture and story. (Scrapboock, page 34.)

Several parents mude appreciative comments to me on how much their
children hed leirned in our economic study. One father, who is a uni=-
versity professor, told me his child not oaly had brought home the ecn-
nomic concepbs we were learning, but had begun to ask him questions

atout marketing, distribution and pricing of products that he was hard-
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pressed %0 answer at times.
4 mother wrote me lgter, "Leish is using terms and discussing eco-
nomic activities that I don't always understand. But I'm leairning!®
What greater reward for me than to look around the ¢luassroom that day
and see stimulated, enthusiastic children and pirents and teachers, who
had all worked tojether, le ‘rne:d together, and found that ecrnomics in

the olassrocm ¢an be the most exciting thing happening in education

today!




EIALUATION

On the day Zollewing our festlvil, ecach class su:t in a larpe circle
-
on the floor ani ccunted the imcney from our szle of ceraliss The children

had reaped a substantisl profit! Opportunity cost entered our siuly a-

g+ .n as the students voted whether to spend thelr hardiégrned cash on a

trip to the Museum of History and Science or the Loulsville Zoological

Gardens, The zoo won hands dovmn, and the chiB?Qen could even afford a
ride on the itrain all around the zoo grounds!

The enthusiasm on this particular day had been prl:évhilent throughout
our econcmic study. I was gratified to see the tramendous zZrowth in soclal

development of g1l the children, ecpecially in vorking in gmall groups

operating the Coampany Store, ihe coul mine, and the craft business. Best

of =211, the development of cognitive skills was evident as sach day the |

children were learning to think about a problem, ask questions, and arrive :

at decisions. Bshavior protlems disapreared because the children were

stimulated, involved and busy! -\ s
‘ The best method I have found for evaluating kindergarten chiliren is |

by direct observation of the children in their vurious activities, by

guestions and answers in small group and individuval discussions, and by

listening to their conversations with other children as they work in j

leirning centersy at snack time and on the ﬁiayground. Vocabularies

increased, and it wus exciting to hear many of the children use at least

three or four new economic terns with their peers, showing they had a

Lasic wnderstanding of the concepts we had studied.

Since most of my students are non-readers, I devised a simple oral
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test th.t I guve each child in May to help me see lhe progress the class
had made as a whole. 1 -howed each child individually three pictures

at a time and asked her/him to select the one picture thal Dest answered

-

theé questions

. 1. 4hich picture showe something that you rezlly need?
Pictures: feod, a yo~yo, a halloon

2, ‘Which picture shows something your family really needs?
Pictures: ice skates, & house, trip to movie theatire

3, Vhich picture shows something you don't really need, tut that
you might want?
Pictures: do;, shoes, fruit

L., Whfch picture shows a natural resource the mountain people
nesd to grow corn?
Pictures: cow; btarn, soil

5, Which picture shows a person who is a producer of goods that

you might duy?

Pictures: Baker with loaf of bread, airplane pilot, policeman

6, Which picture shows & person preducing a service you ni ht need®
Pictures: farmer wilth Lisket of Ve,:>.bles, .uto faclory worker
1 1

firefizhter

7. Y¥hich pleture shows F consumer?
Pictures: girl eating bre.kfast, bird nest, clouds

8. Vhich picture shows something the coal miner use8 that would be
called his Bapital goods?
Piciures: sun, shovel, pig

9, hen we omersted our er.fy shop, we hoped Lo huve money left over
afier onr expenses were neids That w5 tils c.llec:
Angwer: profit or advertising

10. 2an cach of us have everrthing we want or aeed?

Angwer: yes " or ng
\

Overall results of this tesh reve.led the students had increzsed their
knowledge of basic economic concepts. At least ninerenths of the stu-

<3




dents scored eicht to ten correct answers. .
It ie of vital importunce to begin the stuay of wconomic generalii-
ations in Kindergurten, If we are to raise the E, Q. {Economic Quo-
tient ) of-the American public, we must begin with our five-year nlds,
and gach year thereafter provide new experiences and new understandings

of the world around us, and of how each of us fits into the economic

systém of our family, our town, and our country!
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