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'A STUDY CONCERNING PERCEPTIONS OF
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS REGARDING

CURRICULUM ISSUES IN MIDDLE TENNESSEE '

r

Introduction

Curriculum development is a local school system resi)onsi
,

bility as defined by the regulationsof the Tennessee'State*B6ard

of Educatioh. Each 'school system usually has a curricula

committee designated to manage the Nrriculum development and

implementation'process. However, all teachers and administrators
. .

generally have an opportunity for input and participation in matters

pertaining to curriculum. Therefore, the perceptions held by

teachers and principals,regarding curriculum issues are important.

to the success of the school system.

e )

Statement of the'PrOblem

This study consisted of determining and comparing the

- perceptions of local public school system teachers, principals, and

central office personnel in twenty Middle Tennessee Counties

concerning various curriculum issues,

Significance of the Study

This study is significant because it measured and compared

the perceptionc.of local public school teachers and principals

regarding a variety of curriculum issues. These groups were

directly involved-in the planni9 and, subsequent implementation

of local school curricula. Consequently,, the perceptions held by

teachers and principals, in large measure, determine what,occurs

in school classrooms.



The findings of this study will be helpful in/ curriculum

planning, implementation.and interpreting schoo:I. programs to the

public.

Research Procedure

An instrument was developed to determine the perceptions

f public school.teachers and 'principals cqncerning.selected

curricular issues in seven categories: curriculum deVelopment,

course content, school environment, individualized instruction,

philosOphical parameters, student evaluation, and extracurricular

activities..

questionnaires were administered to 250 teachers 25 priri-
,

cipals, .and 35 central office perdonnel. The "Statistical Package

for the Social Sciences" was used to analyze the data. The Chi

Square technique was used to determine the level of significance

of the data.
7

Analysis of the Data

An item -W item analysis ofthe'data follows:

'Item Number 1. Course-content should be decided by the teacher
v4-16. is teaching the class.,

f.

Str Agree

Agree

Disagree

7
Teacher Teacher Principal- Central Total

K-6 7-12 Office

21 21 2 3 47

17.5% 19.8% 22.2% 11.5% 18.0%

60 56 .6 12 134"
50.0% 52.8%. 66:7% 46.2% 51.3% .

32 27 1

26.7% 25.5% 11.1%
9 69

34.6% 26.4%
Ar
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Teacher Teacher - Principal Central Total

K-6 7-12 Office

Str Disagree 7 2 0 2 ' 11

5:8% 1'.9% 0.0% ..7.7% 4.2%
. .

Significance, = 0.7127 Not Significant at. the .05 level

All groups favored the concept that course content should

be decided by the teacher responsible for teaching the class..

Item Number 2. HomeWork is necessary for a good instructional
program. 4

Str Agree 23 31 3. 2 59

.18.9% 29.8% 33.37, 7.1% 22.4%

Agree 45 47 5 17 114

36.9% 45.2% 55.6% 60.7% 43.3%

Disagree 46 20 1 9 76

37.7% 19.2% 11.1% 32.1% 28.9%

Str Disagree 8 6 ' VP 0' 0 14.

6.6% 5.8% OA% 00% = 5.3%

Significance = 0.0167 Significant at the .05 level

Most principals agreed that homework was necessary. However,

teachers' reactions were mixed between agreement and disagreement

2

.on thisquestion.

Item Number 3. The main purpose of schools is to teach the basic
skills.

Str Agree 40 10 3 4 57

32.8% 9.6% 33.3% 14.3% 21.7%

Agree 64 44 3
..

21 132

52.5% 42.3% 33.3% 75.0% 50.2%

Disagree 1.7 42 .. 3 . 3 65

13.9% 40.4% , 33.3% 10.7%-- 24.7%

btr Disagree 1 '

0.8%
8 0 0

7.7% 0.0% 0.0%
9

3.4%

Significance = 0.0000 Significant at the .05 level

There was general agreement that the main purpose of schools
'It

/ is to teach the basic skills. It should be noted that 48.1 of the

secondary. teachers (7-12) disagreed.



,Item Number 4. Every teacher should provide individualized
instruction for all his/her students.

Teacher
K-6

Teacher Principal Central
7-12 Office

Total

35 -Str 7 2 4

17.9% 6.6% ' 22.2% 14.3% 13.2%

J
Agree < 59 48 6 20 . 133

48.0% 45.3% 66.7% 71.4% , 50.0%

Disagree 35 31 1 4 71

,28..5% 29.2% 11.1% 14.3% 26.7%

Str Disagree 7 20 0 0 , 27

5.7% 18.9% 0.0% 0.0% 10.2%

Significance = 0.0018 Significant at the .05 level

Some 90 percent of the principals and 86 percent of other

administrators agreed that'teachers should provide individualized

instruction. The teachers' perceptions were mixed.

CV

44

Item Number's. The best way to develop curriculum is to establish
,goals and objectives-and then select books, materials
and teaching strategies that will be effective in the
realization of those goals.

Str Agree 56 28 4 12 100

45.9% 26.9% 44.4% 42.9% 38.0%

Agree 59 68 k 15 145

.47.5% 65.4% 44.4% 53.6% 55.1%

Disagree 8 7 1 1 17

6.6% 6.7% 11.1% 3.6%
a

6.5%

tr. Disagree 0 1 0, . 0 1

0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4%

Significance = '0.2561 Not Significant at the .05 level

All were in general agreement that curriculum goals and

objectives should be,estaklished.



Item Number 6. Career Awareness
every course

should be a component part of
of study.

Teacher Principal Central TotalTeacher
K -6 '7-12' Office

Str Agree-
.

-14 18 2 3 r 37

11.5% 17.0% 22.2% 10.7% 14.0%

Agree 63 51 5 19 138

51.6% , 48.1% 55.6%' 67.9% 52.1%

Disagree 41 29 . 2 6 78

33.6% 27.4% .22.2% 21.4% 29.4%

Str Disagree 4 8. 0 0 12

7.5% 0.0% 0.0% 4.5%,-

Significance = 0.3975 Not Significant at the .05 level.

The reaction was mixed on this issue.

Item NuMber Course contentNphould be determined jointly
teacHer and students.

by the

. Str-Agree 4 - 3 0 / .

3.2% 2.9% 0.0% 0.0% 2.7%

Agree 49 21 , 3 5 78

39.5% 20.4% 33.3% 17.9 29.'5%

Disagree ,,.62 67 5 20 154
50.0% 65.0% ' 55.6% 71.4% 58.3%

Str Disagree' . 9 12 1 3 25

7.3% 11.7% 11.1% 10:7% 9.5%

Significance = 0.1245 Not Signiftcant.,,at the .05 level F

r

As a general rule the reaction was negative reariiipg,the.

concept that course conkent should be jointly developed by

teachers and student

Item Number 8. A high school diploma should only be given to those
c

. who have paSsed the state mandated proficiency test.
v

Str Agree 40 34 1 9 84

32.8% 32.4% 11.1% 32.1% 31.8%
.

.

Agree 46 38 3 14 101

37.7% 36.2 %' .33.3% 50.0% 38.3%



TeaCher Teacher Principal Cential Total .

K-6 A 7-12 Office
1..

Disagreed 32 26 5 2 65.

26.2% 24.8% 55.6% 7:1% 24.6%

Str Disagree 4 7 0' .3 ' 14

3.3% 6.7% 0.0% 10.7% 5.3%

1.

Significance = 0.1677 Not Significant at the .05,1Jeve1

Most principals did not support the required proficiency

test. The teachers who responded were basicly in agreement.

Item Number 9. In elementary schools (K-6), self-contianed classrooms
are more effective than departmentalization.

Str Agree 41 27 . 4 8 80

, 34.2% 26.5%. 44.4% 29.6% 31.0%

Agree 41 58 5 12 ,1/6

34.2% 56.9% 55.6% 44.4% 45.0%

Disagree . 29 16 .

.

0 4 49

24.2% 15.7% 0.0% 14.8% 19.0%

Str Disagree 9 1 0 3 13

7.5% 1.0% 0.0% 11. % 5.0%

Significance = 0.0206 Significant at the .05 level

All ,respondents agreed that a self-contained classroom,

(K-6) is most effective. /

.Item Number 10. The most important role of the principal is h s her

leadefaip in curriculum. ,

\_

26\
10.. .

.

Str Agree 13 7 3 . 3

10.7% 6.8% . - 33.3% 11.1%

Agree/ 45 34 3 13

36.9% 33.0% 33.3% 48.1% .

Disagree 53 54 3 10

43.4% 52.4% 33.3% 37.07

Str Disagree 11 8 0 1

9.0% 7.8% 0.0% 3.7%

Significance = 0.2850 Not Significant at the :05, level

O

95
36.4

120

48.0%,

20

7.7%

6

11*



Over 50 percent of the teachers did not believe that the

principals"most important role was curriculum leader. The principals' .

7

agreed with 'this concept.

Item Number 11. Atrong-athletic program is essential in. the
educational development of many students.

Teacher, Teacher Principal Central Total

K-6 7-12 Office

Str Agree 7 .12 1 3 .23 ,

5.7% 11.4% 11.1% \ 10.7% 8.7%

Agree 44 37 1 15 97

35.8% 35.2% 11.1% 53.6% 36.6%

Disagree 60 43 6 7 116

48.8% 41.6% 66.7% 25.0% 43.8%

40
Str"Disagree 12, 13 " 1 3 29

9.8% .12.4% 11.1% 10.7% 10.9%

Significance = 0.2870 Not Significant at the .05 level

All respuadents disagreed that athletics areessential.

Item Number

Str Agree

12. Curriculum development is the joint reaponsibility
. of everye.teacher., supervisor and admini'strator.

e . 4

54 29 4 , 11 98

43.5% 27.4% 44.4% 40..7Z 36.8%

Agree, 64 69 5 14 152

51%6% 65.1% . 51.9% 57.1%'

Disagree 5 :. 8 0 2 15

4.0% 7.5% 0.0% .4% '5.6%

Str Disagree 1 . 0 0 0 1

0.8% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.4%

Significance = 0.4029 NotSignificant at the .05 level

All.,ogreed that curriculum development is a mutual responsibility.

Item.Number'13. Ability grouping is the most efficient and effective
means, for.individualizing-instruction.

Str, -Agree 27

22.1%
15

14.7%
2

22.2%
3

10.7% 19.0%

k
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Teacher Teacher Principal Central Total

K-6 7-12 Office

Agree 59 63 5 20 147

48.4% 61.8% 55.6% 71.4% 56.3%

DiSagree 32 24 2 5 63

23.5% 22.2% 17.9% 24.1%

Str Disagree 4 A) 0 0 . 4

3.3% .0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.5%

Significance = 0.2760 Not Significant at the .05 level

) All supported ability grouping.

Item Number 14. The goal of education should be to enable each

child to develop a marketable skill by the end
of high school.

Str Agree 29

23.6% '

Agree 68

55.3%.

Disagree 21

17.1%

C
Str Disagree 5

15 3 6 53

14.3% 33.3% 25.0% 20.3%

58

55.2 %.

2

27 3-

11 139

45.8% 53.3%

7 58

25.7% 33.3% 29.2% 22.2%

5 1 0 '11

4.8% 11.1% 0.6% 4.2%

.Significance 0.2926 Not Significant at the .05 level

All teachers and a slight majority of principals agreed.

Item Number 15. Schools have the responsibility for the social, physical,
emotionaland intellectual development of students.

Str Agree 34 24 4 6 68

27.6% 23.1% 44.4% 21.4% 25.8%

Agree 71 59 4 20 154

57.7% 56.7% 44.4% 71.4% 58.3%

Disagree 15 19 . 1 2 37

12.2% 18.3% 11.1% 7.1% 14.0%

Str Disagree 3 2, 0 0 5

2.4% 1.9% 0:0% 0.0% 1.9%

Significance = . 6804 .1Slig,t Significant at the .05 level

o
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All the respondents were Supportive of the idea that

education should develop the whole child.

Item Number 16. The best teaching takes place when teachers work

Str Agree

Agree

Disagree

Str Disagree

(ignificance =

as teams.

Teacher
K-6

Teacher
7-12

Principal Central
Office

Total.

1,6 7 3 2 28

13.2% 6.7% 33.3% 7.1% 10.7%

55 31 4 17 107

45.5% 29.8% 44.4% 60.7% 40.8%

46 60 2 8 116

38.0% 57.7% 22.2% 28.6% 44.3%

4 6 0 1 , 11

3.3% 5.8% 0.0% 3.6% 4.2%

0.0075 Significant at the .05 level

All except secondary *teachers were supportive of the team

concept.

Item Number 17. Students should be taught that individuals represepting

all cultural, economic, and racial backgrounds (lave made

important contributions to the growth and development

of this country.

Str Agree 51 . 37 2 12 102

41.5% 35.9% 22.2% 42.9% 39.9%

Agree 69 60 , 7 16 151

55.3% 58.3% 77.8% 57.1% 57.4%

Disagree 4 .

5 0 0 9

:3.3% 4.9% 0.0% 0.0%, 3.4%

Str Disagree 0 1 0 0 . 1.

0.0% .
1.07. 0.0% 0.0% 0.4%

5tgnificance ,-. 0.7976 Not Significant at the .05 level

Alt respondents helleved that students should have

,multicultural experiences.
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Item Number 18. Art and Music are as important to the development
of th student as other academic areas.

Teacher Teacher Principal Central Totl.
4

K-6 ' 7-12 Office

Str Agree . 39- 17 0 5 4 61

k 31.77, 16.3%, 0.0% 17.9% 23.1%

Agree 60 . 42 5 le 123

48.87, 40.4% 55.6% 57,1 T 46.6%

Disagree 21 39 3 7 70

17.1% 37.5X 33.3% 25.0% 26.5%

Str Disagree 3 6 l 0 10 .,

2.4% 5.8% .11.1% 0.0% 3.8%

Significance = 0:0058 Significant at the .05 level

All agreed as the table above indicates.

ItemiNumber 19. Course content: should be determfmA by a written
course of study that is adhered to by every
teacher in the system.

Str'Agree 21 6 3 3 33

17.97. 5.7Z 33.3% 11.1Z 12.7%

Agree 60 53 6 16 135

51.3%, 50.0% 66.72 59.37 52.1%

Disagree 29 31 0 8 68

24.87 29.2% 0.0Z 29.66 26.3%

Str Disagree 7 , 16 0 0 23

6.0Z 15.1Z 0.0Z 0.0X 8.9Z

Significance 0.0080 Significant at the .05 level

Sixty-nine and Lwo tenth;; percen. or the elementary teachern

and 55.7 percent or the.aecondary teacher!; agreed that curriculum

gufdeu were impollant.. All the principal agreed.



Item Number 20. Teachers have the responsibility for providing
input into the total educational program within"
a school system.

A
Teacher Teacher Principal Central Total

K-6 7-12 Office

Str
f

Agree,I 47 28 6 .9 90
1 37.9% . 26.7-2 66.7% 32.1% 33.8%

,

\

I

'
A

Agree 72_ 74 3 19 - 167

, , 58.12li . 70.5% 33.3% 64.3% 62.8%
t'. i c.,..

r

Disagree 5" 3 0 0 8

4.0% 2.9% 0:0% 0.0% - 3.0%\/

Str Disagree

Significance =. 0.0372 SignifiCant at the .05 level

0 0

0.0% 0.0%
0 1

- 0.0% 3.6%

-

1

0.4%

c
All respondents agreed.

Item Number 21. Stnic discipline creates a good environment for
learning.

Str Agree 32
26.2%

Agree

Disagree

Str Disagree 1

0.8%

69

56.6%.

20 '

16.4 %.

Significance = 0.3187

55.2%

12

11.4%

("t

- 3

33.3%
7 76

.25.0% 28.8%

15 147 .

. 53.6% 55.7%

37
7:9%-_, 14.0%

1

3.6%

Not Significant at the .05 level

All felt that strict discipline was necessary.

^,1

13

4

1.5%
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Item Number 22. The most effective way to develop a.good
curriculum is to review-available materials and
resources and then develop appropriate learning
activities.

oc.

Teacher Teacher P ncipal
K-6 7-12

....4-

Central
Office

Total

Str Agree 17 9 1 3
/

30

14.0% 8.7 %. 11.1el. 10.7% 11.5%

Agree 68 61 . 7 15 151

56.2% 59.2% 77.8% 53.6% 57.97

-7------....

Disagree 32 31 0 9 :72

26.4% 30.1% 0.0% 32.1% - 27.6%

Str Disagree 4 2 1 0 1 8

3.3% 1.9% '11.1% 3.6% 3.1%

Significance = 0.5813 'Not Significant at the .05 level

A majority agreed.

Item Number 23. Content is more effective when students are helped'
to see the relationship.a subject has with other
subject areas.

Str Agree 32 25, 3

26.4% . 23.8% 33.3%

Agree 85 74 6 1\--',

Disagree

*/Str. Disagree

Significance

A majority agreed.

I I

5 65

17.9% 24.7%

22 187

70.2% 70.5% 66.7% z.',278.6% 71.1%,

4 5 0 0 9

3.3%? 4.9% 0.0% 0.0% 3.4%,
- °

.0 1 0 1 2

0.0% 1.0% 0.0% 3.6% 0.8%

= 0.6352 Not Significant at the .05 level



Item Number 24. The aurriculum should 'be desig ed to meet the
needs of children of varied e ceptiOnalities.

Teacher Teacher --Principal Central Total
7-12 Office

-Str Agree 36 29 1

29,5% L__27,4%

Agree 81

68.4% -67.0°

Disagree
4.1%

1

11.1%
% 9 /

32.1% 28.3%

7 19 178

77:8% 67.9% 6.7.2%

1 0 12

11.1% 0.0% .4.5%*

Significance = 0.7000 NOt Significant at the .405 level

There was strong agreement among all groups that the

curriculum "should be designed to Meethe needs of exceptional

children.

Item Number 25. A student shouldnot be promoted to a higher grade
until he/she has mastered the requirements of
their present grade.

51 , 50 3 5

42.1% 48.1% . 33.3% 18.5%

43 '45 5 15

35.5% 43.3% ' 55.6% 55.6%

109

41.8%

108

41.4%

Str Agree

Agree

Disagree 23 7 1 6' 37
19.0% 6.7% 11.1% 22.2% 14.2%

Scr Disagree 4 2 0 1 7

_3.3% 1;9% 0.0% 3.7% 2.7%

Significance 0.0765 Not Significant at the .05 level

All groups agreed.

13



ItL*1 Number 26. Grades should be based ent1i y C11 achieveme

rather than a combination a ff()tt and
arthipvement.

Str. Agree

Agree.

Disagree

Str Disagree
.

Teacher
K-6

5

4.1%

27'

22.1%

77

63.1%

'13

' 10.7%

Teacher
7-12

6'
5,7%

31

29.2%

.56

5252.8%.

13

12.3%

PrinjN

0

0,o0

2
2>22, ,,,

6

66,,70

1 .

11,1%

Central
Office

1

3.6%

5

17.9%

21

75.0%

1

.3.6%

Total

.

4.5%

65
24.5%

160
60.4%
-.

.1'1).61%

SignificanCe = 0.7014 Not SignifiCant at the '05 level

All'groups Were orthe opinion that Or+4dos ahould'ID

%.

on effort and achievement rather than achie4Not alone.

Item Number 27. A system -wide diagnostic test 1110 Drogram would
ciimprove the iculum.

based.es e

Str Agree

Agree

Disagree,

Str Disagree

Significance =

19

15.8%

66
55.0%

29
23.3%

7

5.8%

0.5461

. 8 0 4

14.3%

62 .18
°59.6% 77,8 1, 64.32

29' 1 5

27.9% 11, 1% 17.9%

5 11
1° 3.6%4.8% 11.1,

Not Significant at Ae,;°5 level

31
11:9%

153
58.6%

63
24:1%

14

5,4g

A large majority concluded that a (11081100qc

would imprbve the curriculum.

testing progratil

'14



Item Number 28. Media and related materials are necessary to
support an effective curriculum.

Teacher. Teacher Principal 4- Central Total

K-6 7-12 Office

Str Agree 33 15 0 8 56

26.8% 14.4% 0.0% 28.6% 21.2%

Agree 78 75 8 18 179

63.4% 72.1% 88.9% 64.3% 67%9%

Disagree 9 14 1 2' 26

7.3% 13.5% 11.1% 7.1% 9.8%

Str Disagree 3 0 0 0 3

2.4% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 1.1%

0
Significance = 0.1280 Not Significant atthe .05 level

A sizable majority reported that media and related materials

are necessary fOr an effective curriculum.

15

4em Number 29.'Irocational-technical education should be coordinated

with the total school program.
1

Str Agree 35 27. 4 9 75

28.5% 26.0% 44.4% 32.1% 28.4%

Agree 84
k

72 5 17 178

68.3% 69.2% 55.6% 60,7% 67.4%.

'Disagree 4 5 0 2 l

3.3% 4.8% 0:0% 7.1% 4.2%-k:

Significance = 07_8175 Not Significant at the .05 level
, ,,I.

I Almost. all respondents agreed that vqcational-technical

education should be coordinated with the total school program.

O

f.

I

17
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Summary of the Results

TherA was agreement by both the teachers and principals

that course content should be. decided by theteachers. Curriculuw

development is the cooperative responsibility of teachers -and

administrators. The groups did not believe that grades should be

based entirely on achievement. The groups agreed that'cach child

should develop a marketable skill before leaving school. There

was.agreement that strict discipline created a good learning

environment.

The results of the study indicate that there is general

agreement between the teachers and principals on the sever

categdries.of curriculum issues. ,The findings'should provide

data which will enhance curriculum glanning.and create an.,

envirolithent'for effective. curriculum decisiori making.


