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T Th1s fact sheet prov1des an OVéﬂblew of ‘rural
schools, ‘people, and labor mar ts to help vocat1onal educators
better understand the needs of. ral Americans/ It is based on "A
Portrazt of Rural America: Cond1t1ons Affecti g v cat1onal Education
Policy" (Rosenfeld 1981) Data is presented
_ poverty; employment ‘patterns, employment opportun1t1es, and rural
schools. Implications for vocational educat;on are drawn: from the .
following facts: (1) the basic skill level ‘of- rural students tends to
‘be lower; (2): farm jobs are declining, but’ there are/a; var1ety of

agrlbusygess ~related-occupations for which curriculum is needed; (3) -

new induStries-are being attracted to rural areasj, (4) many rural
.Americgms. are self-employed; (5) because' of the 'small size and.
‘1imited resources of ruril schools, 'it As difficult to provide varled
‘gourse -offerings and special services;/ (6) parents strongly influence

. the career choices of their children;/and (7) there is a strong need

for postsecondary and adult vocatlonal education programs.~A
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L. . VOCATIONAL EDUCATION . . rural Amerncans tend to be underemployed and to be workmg
. g IN RURAL AMERICA - - . at.lower wages.  An important trerid is toward the industriali-
- "% zation of rural areas. Many states are using economic develop-
- What is rural America réally like? Do mostrural Americans ~ ~ment strategiés that attract labor-intensive |ndustr|es to rural I
“live on farms? What is the qqallty of life for rural American *"areas. This reindustrialization is crea‘tlng more jobs However,
What special needs do’ rural ‘Americans have that can be met]

~since many of these are low-skill jobs, N&al industrialization N
_ thro ugh'wocational educAtibn? Vocatlonabeducatlon instruc-, - j ., does not-always improve the income level of rural Americans.
tors; administrators, andpoli cymakers need an accurate Under- o ' : '

standing of rural America to pldn and provude quality programs « W . o ‘ oo
for rural youth and.adults. .~ - , _ -_ R : " RURAL SCHOOLS
édPortralt ‘/’: ;?urarl) Aénerlca Coni/tllct:ns/Affectlngl; é/gcatltonal Whem:ompared to urban schools parents in rural areas are
Ugatéo’gl olicy Rl/ t;a'; Bosenle ( °°at'f°é‘a uca)non : \more satisfied with their rural schools. However, rural schools -
Stf” yru |cat|on ,l° atiopal “St't;teo ducznonhglves * do have unique problems. These school districts tend to be
infarmation ‘on rurahschools, people, and labor mar ets; atf i ~ smaller than metropolitan districts and to spend less money
tan help vocatuonal"aducatﬁors ?etter understand the needs o - perpl pil. Smaller size and limited financial resources make-it
Q’”‘m Amerlcans S & _ ‘ -+ “fore d|ff|cult to prdvide programs and services. This means
- . : : : . *  that f wer rural schools provide a wide range of ‘curriculum
R - S offerings. Also, it means that rural schools are less apt to have
oo THE RURAL PEOPLE S ‘'special services avallable to students - .
Rural Amerircans comprlse about one- quarter of thefnation’s P - ’ X ' : . A
population. These rutal Amerlcanfllve on farms, in the open o o |MPL|CAT|6NS FOR .
‘countryside, or in non- metropolitan areas with populations of ) ' , VOCATlGNAL EDUCATION o

less than ten thousand geople. ‘Prior to the. 1970s,. the-trend
was for the population to move fram the rural areas to- the This composlte pictufe of rural America has- |mpl|cat|ons for
metropolltan areas. For the first time since the' 1800s, the _ vocational education programming. Some important needs.
1970s showed a trend toward a higher rate of growth in rural * that are suggested by this |nformat|on include the following:
areas.’ When compared to metropolitan areas, people in rural
. America tend to be older. ”AIso fewer rural Amerlcans have

_ completed high schoal;®hus educatlonal levels are lower. The
final important trend is that decreasing numbers of rural Amer

. The basic. Skl” Ievel of rural students tends‘to be lower than
other ateas of the country. This.means that vocatlonal edu-.’
cation needs to, strengthen basic skills educatlon through

" icans dre living on farms. ih 1979, only one of every nine rural vocatuonal education programs, e o
Amerlcans lived on a farm. . , A L mm e Although the number of jobs on farms is decllnnng, there
o ) . oL . - . are a variety of o\ccupatlons felated to agribusiness indus-« .\
. e ' Ea / tries. ‘Curriculum needs to be deveIoped for occupagions :
POVERTY IN RURAL AMERICA Co reIated to feed produtts, farm equipment, food processing/
paper products, and. marketing.
Poverty isa probleui rrratal areas. The r”“' poor tend to" be, . . Nev\{lndusmes are being attracted to rural areas. Vocat|0nal
neglected. This is because poverty is somewhat different in . - “education tan support economic development through co-
rural area/md often the rural poor do'nOt qua||fy for.poverty operatlon with riew industries in the develppment of train- -
assistanc programs. One reason for this is that the rural poor . -

‘ |ng programs. This involvement in economic development v

are more aptitd be emplayed. Another factor.is that more , T is becomlng a major trend in vocational educatnon

families in rural areas are apt'to be intact. Seventy percent of
‘ rural poor famllles in the United States are headed by a male
as compared to thlrty -three percent\of the urban poor familles

. Many tural Americans are self amployed. This means that v
récent programs that have been developed to:teach entrn{\

] ‘e . preneur skills wull be highly relevant for the rural popula=*
. ' ! ' tion. Vocational'education programs'should-review these
i RURAL JOBS AND WORK o maternals and incorporate antrepreneurlal courses in'their.
. o curriculum. - R .,
Work opportunities-are limited in rural areas. Usually ]Ob e Because of the small size and limited resources of the rural -
opportunities within a specific area are limited to one'ortwo school, it is difflcult to provide varted course offaiings. ' | o
. industries that requlre low-skill, low-paid workers. Fewer, only . R . =N “wn“"md on back
9 percent, rural Americans are directly employed in farming. , - \ Q- T
" However, there'is a widé ranga of agriculture -related occupa-
' tions available to rural Americans. A typicgl pattern is for an - ERIC is spon ored by the Natlonal lnstitute “'

i ""vldua1 to be self'employed or to have two jobs. Ingeneral, - ' ¢ of Educatio
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¢+~ continued from front = - - . PR
- One solution to this is consolidatiqn for the purpose of
. vocational education.. Many districts have already moved in
*  this directiofi. In the future, consolidation,to provide mqfe
" - cost- effective and varied curricuium wnlLbé:Bu\we mcreasungly
- important. - »

"

-
‘ . r

® Because of Irmlted resources, |f7§ more dlfflcult for rural
-schools to provide. specral services. One service that is im-
portant is career gurdance Since many rural Americans are’
underemployed it is-crucial to have career counsellng assist-
“ance that will help individuals both in and out of school
develop plans for career upgrapllng )

° Parents have enormous influence on the career choices of
, . their children. Families have particularly strong influence
. ip rural’areas where larger numbers of families’are intact and ¥
where parents have pride in their local schools. Vocational .
educators need to work with parents to help theﬁ\ 3er-
s. stand,the need for new curriculum areas. Their support will
‘be important to provrdrng vocational educatlon programs
that will result in increased economlc beneflts for partncr‘
pants . :

® Rural areas have a strong need for postsecondary and adult

vocational education programs. Since many rural Americans o

are underemployed or need to develop new skills férem--
‘ploymentin new industries, there isan ongoing need for. -
skilt upgradlng and career change %ocatlonal education
_programs at all level$ need o work cooperatlvely to develop
plans for providing this needed tra|n|ng for the adult popu-
Iatlon s . )
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