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ABSTRACT .
- The patentlal 1mpact of several maternal lnvalvemen
behaviors on teachers' ratings of .children's academic skills was
examined through statistical analyses. Data, based on mothers'
responses to selected questions concerning maternal involvement and
on teachers' ratings on the Classroom Behavior Inventary, were
ocbtained for’ 115 kindergarten: children. Subjects' sex and the
educational level of subjects' mothers were used as control.
variables. Although results did not ‘support previous f1nd;ngs of a
relationship between high maternal involvement and superior academic
performance, one 51gn1fiéant relationship was found: maternal help
with sight words was associated with eh1idren s read;ng dlff;Eulty.i
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Abstract

:\:ﬁ‘ _ ) . * | WS
- ’ ‘This study examined EhE‘fElaEiénShiﬁAbéEUEEﬂ maternal involvement and

teachars' ratings”of academic skills. Accordingly, data concerning
Y ®. . 115 kindergartenars were analyzed. One Siynifizanz relationship was

found. Maternal hélp with sight words was associated with reading

' ’ ,7 i{%—: s N :
- difficulty. Alrhough replication is needed, these findings suggest
maternal involvemant occurring in an everyday settiﬁg is not related

= « . *

to children's academic azhiévamgntﬂ
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Few researchers have examined the relationship between ordinary

varieties of maternal involvement and thldten's academic achieve-—
= ; . :
ment, Anahar and. Anchor (1974) are among the few iﬁvestlgatgrs who

focused on this issue. They fagnd pazantg of sucgessful students.

attended parent-teacher confereh ces in significantly hlghaf numbers

than parents of poorer students.

Most investigators who have linked mate . luvolvement with

superior academic performance have limited themselves to examining

) the p@ﬁential influence Qf'parental participation in homebased rein-
o : s = . "
forcement and other types of intervention programs on children's

. school achievement. Trovato.and Bucher (1980), for example, found
mother administered reinforcement effective in enhancing re adlng test

. Scores.- Karraker (lQ?E) fauﬁd a similar behavior modififation

5

program 2ssociated with imprgvediérithmézii performance. Different

types of compensatory pPrograms which involve mothers in an imstruc-

tional role have been successful. Radin (1972) compared, the effect -

of three degrees of maternal involvement in a preschool progfam on
LY S
children's vccabglary development. - Children assigned te the two
: s P

maternal involvement groups experienced significantly greater gains in
Peab@dy Pictugg?VDeabulary Tess IQ than suﬁjezcs placed in the minimal-

materﬁal involvement treatment. Similarly, preschool children enrolled

in Levenstein's (1971) structured cufficuium désigned to increase
* Es - . N

verbal interaction between lower-=class mothers and thEif children ex-
N - v Y )
perienced appreciately improved IQ scores and -adequate performance in -

basic first grade subjects.
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Researchers L3 tee v ocused: extensively on Ehéﬂgét§n—

5\
/

tial influence for o . :vention strategy’ at a time within

‘ 13

L . ' - a 3
an exparimenta o strast, this sctudy simulﬁaﬁeauéiy -
., comparas the v -~ . of several ﬂiEferEﬁéﬁmatffhai'inﬁ

: . Lo : ; Ly ;
. volvement bel. Ag 4An an everyday setﬁ;9343ﬁFteazhars'
X ) ) RS

Lo percepfions of

ticdl analyses ducted ,using data-ff@m the Family School

i [

Socialization Project (Fleming & Sussman, Note %), A pgﬁélgstudylgf

“amily and school béhEFinS elicited by ghildren enrolled in N@rﬁﬁa'

[

AT zastern Ohio elementary schools and’kiﬂdgrgartEﬁs_

"]

by
[ -

Subjects 7

The f@cﬁs Gf»this study is limiéeg to daté”ﬁéri#éé.ﬁ:am inter=
1 §n vieQS with mothers and teachers of 115 enﬁéffﬁgh%indergartaners
_ - (54 males and 61 females). %%l children were r&s?ﬂen:s of a(fées . X
s%#/f , d@miﬁén;ly thtai affluent su§h£% Df»%léveiandi.Ohiéi

~  Variables’

. ¥ = =
mothers questionnaires were uszed

m

A number of inquiries from th
! - . in the assessment of parental involvement. Included among these

N : . . were the following: Q

1. Have you helped  with a. (Hlprd 1) phonics

[EMG

) sight words

L

S I - b. (Hlprd

2; ., During your first interview we asked what your in-

B i : . T

e

tentions were. Now please tell me whether or not

, you have been able to participate in.any of.the

&

e following. You may just answer y?s foﬁQ; .

: & % T -
g i
LT T -
- . []

&5
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St o Y
R a. (Tﬁﬁen«l} VlSlE your ‘child's class during parents

s, . da}r! ; ' E.'I - : . . . e
. ] - . .
,, ) b. (Inten 2) Attend PTA.
c. (Inten 3) Become a valuﬁcaéf'éghaal wat&eta;hélp
out. ! — o , P
d. (Inten 4) Suppéfégni}f‘drives3 clubs, parties, etc.
at school. R o .
e. (§ﬂ§en 5) Become a room mgther--work in the
classroom. o ' ’
B o ’ - ] 4. )
f. (Inten 6) Listen-to or watch a TV/Radio ’spez al"
., pragram cénaerned with education.
gi . (Inten 7) Visiz,yaﬁ; éhilﬁ‘s class durisg the
z-r" Q:' e .

g ular sc ha@l day.

* h. (Inten 8) Go to zommunity meetings concarned

with school programs. .

i. (Inten 9) Watch educational IV pro f% ams such  as

" Sesame Street and Electric Company.

el 4
i -

Thg Classroom Behaviqr lﬁg;ntary (CBI), dés;gned by Szhaéfer

and Aaronson (1975) was chosen as %g measure of classra@ﬁ perfcfﬁ=

. ; ‘ .
ance, Teazhgf Eéspandents to ch;s quaﬂﬁlannaife grade each stu—

B L . ~ ~
dent on language\ékills. ngmbér’ggﬁcapz, reading (or féadiness)

and health and personal dare. A llsblé grade options-are: A

mw -

unéccept”bl

éxcelléncg B = good; C-= fair; D = poor and F
While these ar®e.not standardized measures af'académit achievement,

Ehéy do reflect the teachers' petceptian of the child'f achieve-

ment. It is anticipated that, similar to formal intervention
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ap =
indexes of teachers” perceptions of academic success, the Family-
. wa PN
:S:hgcl Sgclal;zgtlgﬁsPrcgect data bank alsd contained information
on ChEaSubJ 's sex and the ed ion level of subjects' mothers.
N H
- 7 ) _ L
These dimensions were uged as control variables., L
Ffﬂc&durﬁer
. & R s *

The” data were analyzed in stagés. Pearson Product. Moment Cor-
‘elations, were used to develop composite measures for the parental

involvement items. Péarsananadggt Moment correlations were then

“cémputed between the “cor p osite maternal 1nvalvémenﬁ variahies and
CBY grades. This analysis was repeated separately for the méief“

"and female children. To check the pDESlblllEy that mother sirédﬁg

cation level may have znflu enced the correlations for Whléh pre—

référ ed to as Intcomp, ‘measured the mother's pattiﬂipﬁ tion in
_ ’ ~ , 7 5 )
school events .or activities. ‘Since Int 6land Inth were highly
-.xf‘.j - # o =
. . s . -
s - R = ® #

%



Y

. L
I3 =

intercorrelated, Int 6 was dropped from later analyses. Int 9 de-

programs. Pearson chdué% Moment Ccr%elatians were then performed
between Intcamp and all femalnlng Int variables. As anticipated,

Intcomp caffalatadlhighly with Int 1,i2;‘33 4,.5;‘?: and 8 b%ggyas
not significantly carfeléﬁed with Int 9. Participation in school

b

;aaéziv't es was 1ndapendezt of watﬂh;ng gduc;tlmnab EElEVLngﬁL
Since Hlprd 1, helping with phonics, was highly correlat d with
‘ ‘ﬁig§342§)§fiping*wfch sight word, a decision was made to drop

‘Hipfd 1 from subsequent analyses.

. At the completion of the first stage of data analysis, Hlprd 2,
- ’ ~ ! 7‘ ,i' &5 .
Int 9 and Intcomp were selected as independent variables. . Pearson
Product Moment Correlations were computed between these variables
g . - U

and CBI gfad!.as.r
3
- i * 5 3 .
Hlprd Z was_ the only matern al ihvélvemgnt variable whiclh cor-

4 . o

ralated with any CBI grade. . the correlation of -,259 betwezn

Hlprdi 2 and teachers perception of reading ability was significant

at the ..01 level. Helping with SighEEW§£dsswas negatively asso-
ciated'with reading ability cfxﬁhé‘childfeni “Very little difference

was found batweeﬁ zero order ccrfela%igﬁs and ﬁér;ial c@rté;a;ian
coefficients %hich.éaﬁtrali;é for mother's Eéuzatiaﬂ_
.o . - .
Different findings emerged whéﬁ’separaca correlations wvere
éémpleggg for the male and female components of the sample. Uﬁlike
: * N - : F . H =

“  the correlations domputed for the sample as a whole, maEg rnal in-

volvement did not correlate significantly with %éy of the CBI
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5 )

grades when separate correlations were ccmputad for the male Sub=
sample. However, sight reading help correlated ~.31 (p < .05)'%

with number grade and -.26 (p < .05) with reading grade for the

*

female subsample. - ‘

The difference that emarged-betweeg the correlations of the

|, male and female subsamples indicate the sex of the child influencés

. ' the relationship between the mothers' involvement and the teachers'

perdeption. Mothers' involvement was not related to teachers' per-

ception of the academic achievement of boys. It was negatively

associated with the teachers' perceptions of the girls. T[uture

b ]

researchers might shed more light on this area by performing separate
analyses f@F‘fﬁ% male and female children in addition to the

analyses pa%farmed for the sample as a vhcle; A

W

# - :
Discussion o

The hypathesié regarding parent involvement was not confirmed.
The dété from this study do not support previeus findings of a re-

lationship bétggéﬁ maternal involvement and‘superior academic

performance.

M

There are a variety of possible reasons wk- : findihgslaﬁ

theé present study are inconsistent with ‘the majority of reported

findings. Past research in this area has been largely experimental.
T e

&
Iypicallg subjects are trained in some area and assesszment is -
-specifically geared to measure behavior change f?su%fing from in-

-

struction. ‘The independent and dependent measures-of the present

= "

#
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investigation are not experimental treatments and ocgur in natural -

. settings. They represent informal behavior und péfceptian, rather

be dge to measurement problems. More 'specifically, we may - not have

LI
:

‘ adequate ways of assessing a more general .type of maternal involve=

in this area.
: ' e

It is interesting that the variables which were related con-

. In addition to this, the level of maternal involvement may have
' . o= . -
influenced teachers' ratings of academic skills. Future investi=-

gators should control for this possibility. i
The results of the present study suggest that maternal involve-
== ¥

ment eccurring in an everyday context is not related to teachers

%

mic performance regardless of mgthers' education

v
i
4,
i
o
g
[l

H
o]
5]
w
0]
=y
Ew
[P
i
B
0
e
[

_ - levél. These fiﬁdings imply Fhat encouragement of materﬁal involve-
) "  ment in informal aﬂﬁivities_by scliool personnel will not be asso®iated
* with enhanced 5ﬁu§ené achievemeht; Géhéf studies cited imply, hgszvefi
that parental invalvameﬁt in informal intervention 5tra§égie§%@§§;ga
_ésgful, :Siﬁgé Studiés of informal invalvaéent do not appear in the ~
\’1icéra§ure, further exploration of this issue with a vafiétyiQf
] , ‘maternal involvement mEESUTESViS needed.
10
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