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ABSTRACT
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Abstract

This study ex iced the relationship, between maternal involVement and

teachers ratingsm-__ academic skills. Accordingly, data concerning

115 kindergarteners analyzed. brie

found. Maternal 'help with sight words was

asst relationship was

sociated h reading

difficulty. Although replication is needed, these findings suggest

maternal involvement occurring in an everyday setting is not related

to children's academic achievem



Maternal Involvement

2.

Fe.. researchers have examined the .relationship between o dinary

varieties of maternal involvement and children's academic achieve-

went. Anchor*and Anchor (1974) are among the few investigato s who

focused on this issue. They found parents'of successful students.,

attended parent-teacher conferences in significantly higher numbers

than parents of poorer students.

Most investigators who have linked mate tuvolvemenc with

superior academic performance have limited themselves to examining

the potel _al influence of parental participation in homebased rein-

forCement and other types of intervention pr-grams on children's

school achievement. Trovato. and Bucher (1980), for example, found

mother administered reinforcement effective in enhancing reading test

Scores.=

pro

Karraker (1972) found a similar behavior modification

= associated with improved arithmetic performance. Different

types of compensatory programs which involve mothers in an instruc-

tional role have been successful. Radin (1972) compared, the effect%

of three degrees of maternal involvement in a preschool program on

children's vocabulary development, -Children assigned to the two

maternal involvement groups experienced significantly greater gains in

Peabody Pietu Vocabulary Teat IQ than subjects placed in the minimal*

maternal involvement treatment. Similarly) preschool children enrolled

in Levenstein's (1971) structured curriculum designed to increase

verbal Interaction between lower -class mothers and their children ex-
,

perie_ced appreciately Improved IQ scores and performance in

basic first grade subjects.



Pe searchers

tial influence

an experimenta

compares the r

.

hate rdal IiivolvemenC

ocused)exte:.sively on the en-

_vention strategy at a time within

,trast, this study simultaneouay

of several different` mat __1 in-

volvement bet. .fin an everyday seteingteachers'

percep ions of rformance.i4g: To achieve this end,- statis-

.,
1 analys- -d.using data from the Family School

Socialization Project (Fleming & Sussman, Note 1), pal study

family and school behaviors elicited by children enrolled in North-

eastern Ohio elementary .schools and 'k'indergartens.

The focus of this study is limited to data derived. from inter-

views with mothers and teachers of 115 entering kindergarteners

(54 males and 61 females). All children were residents of

dominantly white, affluent suburb of ClevelandOhio.

Variables'

A number of inquiries from the -hers questionnaires were used

in the assessment of parental involvement. Included among these

_ were the following:

Have you helped with a. (H1prd 1) phonics

b. (H1Ord 2) sight words

During your first interview we asked what your in

ten dons were. Now please :ell me whether or not

you have been able to participa e in. -any of-the

following. You may just answer yes Or'110



a. (Inters

day.

h. (Inte 2 ) AttencLFTA.

c. (Inters 3) Become a Voluntee

al involvement

Visit your-child's class during parent$

heel w

out.

d. (Incen_4) Support any drives, clubs, parties,_ etc.

at school.

e. (Inters 5) Becom a room

classroom.

f. (Inter 6) Listen-to or watch a TV/Ra dio

program concerned with education.

work in the

(Inten 7) Visit.your child's class duri

regular school day:

-special"

the

(Inters 8) Go to community meetings=eeting concerned

with school programs.

(I-- n 9) Watch educational TV progr ams

_Sesame Street and Electric Company.

The Classroom Behavior Jnyeatory (CBI), desigaed .by-Scha

and Aaronson (1976), was chosen, asure of classroom perform-

i

ance. Teacher respondents to this questionnaire grade each stn-
.

dent on language -kills number concept, reading (or adines.,)
..,

and health and personal dare. Available grade options Aare. A =.

excellent; B a good; C= fair; D - poor and F a unacceptable.

While these aee,not standardized measures of academic achicv nt,

they do reflect the teachers' perception of the chird's achieve-

merit, is 'a _ticipated that, similar to formal intervention
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strategies, parental involvement in informal strategics will
,
r

positively related to the teacher's per6eption of the child's

academic perfOrmance as reflected in the CBI.

0

In addition to selated- measures of maternal involvemeotand the

indexes of teachers' perceptions acadepic success, the Family-
t

School Socialization - Project data bank also- contained information

on,the.subject sex and- the education level of subjects' mothers.

These dimen_'ona were ued as control variables..

Procedure

'lie' data were analyzed in stag4s. Pearson Produc :Moment Car,-

relations. were used develop composite measures for the parental

involvement items. Pearson Product Moment correlations were

computed between the Composite maternal involvement variables,and

CBI grades. This analySis was repeated separately- for the malet

and female children. To check the possibility that mcithe

on level may bave _n luenced,the correlations for which pre

dictions have been made, a second series ofcCrrelations,

computed7-this time with mothers' education level partialled out.

Results

-.When Pearson Product - Moment Correlations we were computed between

1-9, Int 1? 2, 7 and 8 were found, to be highly inter-

Correlated. These items were d in subsequent-analyses and-

had an alpha reliabilfty greater than 0. The resulting compo
. V
referred to as Intcomp, measured the mother's participation.in

school,eventsor activities. Since Int 61And Int 9 were highly

si e,
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interco related, int 6 was dropped from later analyses. int 9 (1--

termined whether or not mothers viewed educational television

programs,: Pearson Prod_ Moment Correlations were then performed

between Intcomp and all remaining int variables. As anticipated,

Intcomp correlated highly ith Int 12-2, and 8 b

not significantly correlated with Int 9. Participation in school

,activities was independeut of watching educational tele -sinn.,

Since Hlprd 1, helping with phonics, was highly correlate with

ping `with sight word', a decision was made to drop

glprd 1 from subsequent analyses.

At the completion of the first stage of data analysis, Hlprd 2,

t
Int 9 and Intcomp were selected as independent variables.'.Pearson

T oduct Moment Correlations were computed between these variables

and CBI grades.

Hlprd 2 was the only maternal ihvol ement variable which cor-

related with any CBI grade.. the correlation of -',259 between

Hlprd 2 and teachers perception of reading'ability was significant

at the..01 level. Helping with sight' words was negatively asso-

ciatdd' ith reading ability of.the"children. -Very little difference

was found between zero order correlations and partial correlation

coefficients which controlled for mother's edUcation.

Different findings emerged when separate correlations were

completed for the male and female components of the sample. Unlike
F

the correlations Computed the sample as a whole, maternal in-

volvement did not correlate significantly with .irly of the CBI
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grades when separate correlations computed for the male sub-

sample. However, sight reading help correlated -.31

with number grade and -.26 (p .05) with reading grade for the

female subsampla.

The difference that emerged-between the correlations of the

male and female subsamples indicate the sex of the child influences

the relationship between the others' involvement and the teachers'

perdeption. Mothers' involvement was not related _ teachers p

ception of the academic achievement of boys. It was negatively

associated with the teachers' perceptions of the girls. Future

researchers might shed more light on this area by performing separate

analyses fortfi male and female children in addition to the

analyses p ed for the sample as a whole.

Discussion

The hypothesii. regarding parent involvement was n ©t confirmed-

re-

lationship be teen maternal involvement and'superior acedemic

performance.

There are a variety of possible reasons findihgs of

e present study are.inconsislen with the majority of reported

findingT. Past research in this area has been largely experimental.

The data from this study do not support previous finding

Typically subjects erg t afned'in some area and assessment is,
t

=specifically geated to measure behavior' change etsulting from in-

st. uction. 'The independent and dependent measures-of the present
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investigation are not experimental treatments and occur in natural

settings. They, represent informal behavior led perception, rather

than structured intervention using a specific technique.

The lack of relationship found in the present study may also

be diL to measu _nt problems. More 'specifically, we may-not have

adequate ways of assessing a more general type of maternal involve-

meet occurringin an ever=yday context. Further research is needed

in this area.

It is interesting that the variables which were related con-

ceptionally were significantly correlated in a negtive direction.

It is possible that mothers may spend more time helping thoSa

children with sight 'words who are having difficulty with reading.

In additiOn to this,, the level of maternal involvement may have
-

influenced teachers' ratings of academic skills. Future investia

gators should control for this possibility.

The results of the present study sugges that maternal involve'-

ment occurring in an everyday context is not related to teachers'

perceptions of academic performance regardless mothers' education

level. These findings imply that encouragement of maternal involVe-

ment in informal activities. by school personnel will no'e be asso*ti-: -d

with enhanced student achievemeht. Othkr studies tited imply, how4ver,

WL'
that parental involvement in informal intervention stratfigieW:,mal'be

useful. -Sihce studies of informal involvement do not appear in the

'literature, further explora0.on of this issue with a variety of

maternal involvement measures is needed.
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