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This report assesses two aspects of the Language Arts through Latin-
project; the extent to which participating teacher.s availed themselveS. of
college courses offered 'under,project auspices during the spring and summer

of 1980,*and the effect of teachers partipation in the project on the ubsequents-
Orformance of their pLipils.

:.

The goal of the project was to prepare teachers to bring the benefits
of the elements of the School District's Latin program to a large number of
pupils who did not receive format Latin instruction. The project provided;`

°participating teachers with currkculum materials, staff development activities
and field contacts that were planned and conducted by School District specialist
Latin teachers , and coursework ayailable through temple University and
Mi flersvi 1 le State Col lege .

Of the 60 project participants, 35 enrolled in, and 32, earned a passing
grade in, the college courses offered during the spring and summer of
1980.

The teachers' participation in the project was positively related to the
.subsequentsperformance of their,students iIn'two of four tests in reading and
langgage arts. Examination of the separate effects of the coursework and the
staff development showed that regular participation in the staff development
sessions was associatedwith better subsequent pupil performance: The teachers
earning a high grade in the ,c011ege course was associated with poorer .,

''subsequent pupil performance, an unanticipated, and at present= an unexplained
finding. .



This, report assesses two aspects of the Language-Arts through Latin
project: the'extent to which participating teachers availed themselves of the
college courses offered for participatinateachers by Temple University' and
Millersville State College during the first program year, 1980-1981; and the
effect of the teachers' ,participation in the project on the subsequent performance of
their pupils.

RATIONALE

The goal of the project was to prepare teachers bring .the benefits
of elements of the. School District's Latin program to a large number of pupils
who did not re'ceive formal Latin instruction from specialist Latin teachers.

$.

A study of the. Latin program in 1971 suggested that, in"addition to being
popular with pupils, teachers and ,parents, participants acquired improved
English reading vocabulary competence, as measured by norm-referenced tests.

The new project provided teaChers with staff deyelopment activities,
curriculum materials, contacts w`j.th experienced-Latin teachers, and coursework,
planned by collegefaculty'and School District. Latin. specialists and made
available th.rough the classics departments of Temple University, and
Millersville StateCollege.:During the first program cycle there were 60
participants.. Teachersr Participation in the program was expected to lead to
their incorporating elemenls of the Language Arts through,Latirr program in
Englishlarigilage and reading instruction, and ultimately, to produce measurable
improvemeneirrpupil performance in these areas.

PROJECT EVALUATION

Responsibility for the evaluation of this project has been shared by
the project drrkctors; who have described the implementation of the project
in semi-annual4rports for the National Endowment for the HumanitieS (NEH),
and the, authors %f this report who have collected and analyzed the data
pertaining to two project goals: the education of teachers in the college
classes and the effect of,teacher participation on subsequent pupil performance.'
For the convenience of the reader, the relevant semi-annual implementation
reports' haye been appended, to this document.

A .0 I

This report fotuses on the period February 1980 to February 1981.
The project has continued, and .laterevents will be described in a subseciuent
report.

EVALUATION OF THE 0,,BJECTIVES

Objective 1: Eighty percent of intermediate and secondary teachers will
successfully,complete the NEH supported Latin courses during the spring
or summer of 1980.



The objective was partly attained Due to7lOW enrollment during,
the summer session, fewer than 80$ of the project participants completed.'
,,the course by the end of the summer. of 4980. I HoWeyer; nearly al4 thaenrollees
passed:the course.

1The first cycle served 60 participants:, Thirty enrolled in the
course offered during the spring, and five participants did so during
the summer. °fettle thirty-five who enrolled., 91 percent passed ttie
course and earned a grade of C or better. All but seven earned a grade
of a or A.

s ^

Project management believed that the low enrollment in the summer
course might have been cleie to teachers' fear of a strike in the fall, and
their feeling compelled to earn as much money during the summer as
possible.

Objective 2 Statistically significant differences will be found in favor of
pupils with Latin when the growth rates in Reading and Language Arts of
two eeiuivalent groups of pupils, one with Latin instruction, and one
without it, are compared..

This objective was considered partially attained. Statistically
siOificant differences (p< 10) in favor of pupils in the Latin instruction'

..grOup were found on one of two Reading sulotestS and one of the two Language
subtests of the California Achievement Tests (CAT) . Subsequent analyses to
isolate the effects of the university-based coursework and the staff.
development sessions showed that teachers' participation in the sessions was
associated. With better pupil performance, and high teachers' course grades
were associated With poorer pupil performance than the comparison group's

Two cohorts, or groups-of pupi(ls who were followed from one school
year to the next, were compared to evaluate the effect of the teachers' training
on the growth of children in their classes. Cohort 1 consisted orchildren, who
took CAT in 1979 and 1980 and were taught by the program participants in the
first half of the,1979-80 school year, before the teacher training program was
begun. Cohort II consisted of children who took the CAT 41,1980 and 1981
and were taught by these same teachers during the fall of the 980-81 school
year. When a teacher taught several classes,' the oialuators rew one clash tv
at random for the study. r

As the staff development sessions and coursewor were tonducted
during the spring and summer of 1980,,tbe pupils of Cohort 11 were taught by
participants for about 6 months following the teacher training activities.
Teachers;Were asked to supply the names and identification numbers of the
pupils in the selected clesses and were asked to use the. Latin curriculum with
the classes of Cohort .11.

14,



Initially, Cohort I consisted.of about 1,000 pupils, and.Cohort
II consisted of about 800 pupils: After the.data were edited to 'exclude teachers

.

who did not teach English, language arts or reac(Ing to pupils in both cohorts,
and to exclude pupilswhose background or test data vrre missing, about 1,000
pupils remained. Table's 1 through 4 describe the overall impact ofthe.
teacher training on the pupils.

The goal of the analyses was to distinguish, to the extent possible,
the effect of the project from other differences between Cohort I and Cohort 11.
To accomplish this, the pupils' first cohort year California Achievement*
Tests subtest score, the pupils' grade and their year to year, growth on an
"independent" subtest (the California Achievement Tests, Mathematics Computation
subtest) 114,fere taken into account. Provision was made for differences in the
growth rate of pupils of .farious ages and grades. The-Computation` subtest
gains:were included to control for differences in what is often called "history";
unanticipated events,such as teacher strikes, that could effect the growth
of one cohort, but not the other.

Table 1 shows that after the Control of background differences, the
pupils taught by project participants after training scored seven\scale score
points higher than the comparison group on theReading Comprehension
subtest. Table 2 shows that the Vocabulary subtest difference between the
cohorts could ye attributed to Chance. Table 3 shows that, when background
difference's were controlled, 'the Cohort 11 pupils Language Mechanics scores
averaged nine points higher than the cOmparison'group'q. Table 4 shows that
there were only chance differences betweenlhe cohorts on the Usage subtest.

In an attempt to Isolate the effect of two elements of the teachers'
training on the subsequent performance of pupils, the data were reanalyzed.
The resultS of these secondary analyses are shown in Tables 5 through 8.
The ba4grAund characteristics 'Of the pupils were controlled using the same
approach as in the preceeding analyses. However, instead of the varipble
"Cohort",*variables that described the training oftha teachers prior to
their contact with the pupils of Cohort II appear. There weretwo systematic
findingsl three of the four analyses suggested that the teachers' attendance at
the staff development sessions, was followed by higher pupils' test scores.
The second finding was contrary to evaluators expectations: .the teachers'
earning a highcollege course grade was followed by statistically significantly
lower pupil perormance on three measures of pupil achievement..

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The important role ofLatin in the 'etymology of the English language
was heavily emphasized in the teacher training ancDnaterlars used, in the
Language Arts through Latin project.. Evaluatorire therefore surprised to
s'ee that, although teacher participation' in the ,projet significantly improved
the Reading Coniprehension skills oepupils,the Vocabulary,. scores were notcf ;«,



among the statistically lignificapt changes brought about by the

The inflections of the Latin'language tend to focus attentipp,on details.
This is believed to have heighteneciteachers' and, ultimately, -1-900.1 sensitivit
to .the minutiae of writtenmaterialS, such as punctuation Markst*d capitals
tliat appear on the. Mechanics subtest. This it is hypothesizeCOrdlO the
statistically significant gains in the Mechanics scores.

The staff development activities and curriculum materials advocated
-.teaching Latin; structure through imitation,, rather than through discussion
of grammatical principles. This may explain,why the Latin instruction qid not
lead to any statistically significant improvement,: in the Usage and`Structure
score.

a)

Since the focus on the four staff develoPMA7nt sessions was the application
. .

of Latin to classroom English nd r aging instruction, the finding that the
.number of.sessiong.the teac nd d was significantly related to the

,

subsequent pupil performance that this aspect of the program had
the intended effect.

The finding for the college course', the' second element of teacher
-training, was unanticipated. The authors- haveno eXplahation for= why, when
the course had a statistically significariCeffect, the data suggested that pupils of
teachers who earned the highest course''grades perforined Poorer than other
pupils.

,' -
The,gradeS earned \by the teachers suggestedthat, those .Who.undertook

the course in mastering its content. As yet unanswered it the .

question of.how, once,the course brid staff developmeni, sessions were completed,., .

.

. ,

the-teachers;used the content to ,instruct the pupils. A\sur of teachervto
address this':.iiSue Is being conducted for, the next phaS' f the research.

The-eurvey, might suggest theexistence of variables that were strongly
correlated with pupils' test sCores..and%with teachers cou4e grades that were.
not included-iWthe present study...The inclusion octthese variables in a .4-

replication study, explicdte the.caSual linkage between \the pupils' test : -... ,..,
. scores, and theJechers' course grades.

'..'-,

cOndiusiOh; 'there is evidence thatcsome aspects of Owls!, acquisition
of reading and .langOage Skills were-enhanced through t raling of their,
teachers. -InconSi4encies in the findings prevent one from reing simple
donelusions,,about>the overall effectivenes,s of the project;



'TABLE

COMPARISON. OF COHORT -1.(BEFORE TEACHcR TRAINING)
WiTtLcONORT (FOLLOWING TEACHER1TRAINING)

OR.INE READING ZOMPROENSION.SUBTEST:

Pretest.

Pretest-Square
Pretest -Cube

Grade
\°Grade-Square

,

Gain'in Arithmetic c

Cohort

Weight"

.80858

.Qp106
-.00001

29.185
'-1.7047

733.170
42.992
4.745

\ 27.651
18.822

. .\

R-Square. .70 . N 1087
Standard\Deviation of Scores. About the RegressiOn
Surface =, 45.80

-4"

. The data An' Tablej relate to objective 2 and indicate that the':pupil
in CohOrt 11 (F011owing\Teacher Training) scored 74415 'points- higher than

/ comparable):Wils in CohOrtH (Before Teacher Training) on the CAT Reading
Comprehension subtest. This difference between the cohorts was StWtistical
significant ,(0445).. The werernade comparable* statistically equa
in.tkhetr By Controlling for pupils'.. pretest score, current
grade; and gatn in ari thmetic subject not expected to be effected by
,teacher training in Lattn), the analysis allowed' for the posSibility that
pupils in one cohort knew More,initlallywere older, or learnedMore

,IfHf .. rapidly than the pupils in the other. The higher. order trends,-Pretest-SqU
Pretest-Cube and Grade-Square,. were included,In the analysis to control for
pupile-unequal rates of. growth.

32.908

6.583

If

9
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Variable

Pretest
Pretest-Square
Pretest-Cube

COMPARISON OF CQHORT I (BEFORE TEACHER TRAINING)
WITH .COHORT I I (FOLLOVINCTEACHER TRAINING)

ON,THE VOCABULARY SUBTEST

Grade
Grade-Square

Gain in Arithmetic

Cohort

4.

r

.93173
:00069

-.00001

1634

.13932

2.6383

945.877 .01

15.457 .01

14.206:' .01

//

114594
4.248

.01.

.05

25.594 :01

1.091V N.S.

//

R-Square = .78
Standard Deviation of Scores About the Regression
'Surface = 1+0.41

N 1087

The data 1.n Table 2. relaite.to ObSeCtie 2, and indicate on that, on
/the CAT Vocabulary subtest, the pupils An Cohd II (Following Teacher
Training) didnot score significantly. higher than comparable pupils in
Cohort 1 (Before Teacher Training). The pupils were made comparpble by
statistically equating their backgrounds using the approach described at
the foot of Table I. '

*.
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. TABIE 3

COMPARISON OF COHORT I (BEFORE TEACHER TRAINING)
WITH COHORT .11'(FOLLOWING TEACHER TRAINING) .

ON THE MECHANICS SUBTEST

Variable

, Pretest

Pretest-Square
Pretest-CUbe

Grade
Grade-Square

Gain in Arithmetic

Cohort

Weight

37344 905.002' .01

.00080 35.205 _01
-.00001 22.945 .01

-10:439
1,6008

4

.21078

1.124 `"t N.S.

1.728 .10

26.516 .01

6.587 .,05

, /
R-Square - , N = 947

Standard Deviation of Scores About the RegresSion
Surface = 53.38

r

The data in Table 3 xelate'to Objective 2 End indicate that the pupils
in Cohqrt'll (tb lowing Teacher Training) scored 9.1115-points higher than

-cemparable' pupg In Cohort. l!(Before Teacher Training) on the ., CAT MeChanics
subieSt. The ifference.between ifhe_cohorts was statritically significant
(p<.05). The !' UPils werepade comparable by Statistically, equating theli:
backgrounds u0n0he approach described at the fobt of Table I.

1 A
,

I

. t

.4 . v
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t

Variable

a

4.

TABLE 4

\ . .

COMPARISON OF COHORT. I (BEFORE TEACHER TRAIRING)
WITH COHORT I f (FOLLOWING'TEACHER TRAINING)

. ON:THE USAGE SUBTEST

rretest
Pretest- Square
Pretest -Cube

'Grade
Grade-Square

Gain in Arithmetic

Cohort

Weight

.74733

.00125
-.00001

338.63444

34..849'
6.314

"
8$2

.035

..184)7

1.325

16.051

.109 tit
.1

.01 ,

". 01
.05

R-Square .7 .60 N 947
Standard 'Devation of Scores About, the Regression
Surface 60.37 -

1/4

The data Table4 relate: to Objective.2.and shOw that on the CAT.
Usage Subtest, the pupl I s of- Cohort . (Following Teacher Training) 'did. not
score highe( than,Zomparable pupils of Cohort I (Before TeaCher Training)
to a statistically .signifIcant deitre. The pupi Is: Osere mac,1a comparable, by

statistically equating their bac rounds using thd.approadW described at,
the foot of Table I. A .



TABLE- 5

,

THE EFFECT OF .ELEMENTS'.OF THE :TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM --

..' ''
ON SUBSEQUENT PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT .-

A .,oN,THE READING_COMPREHENt1ON:SUBTEST

Grade
Grade -Square

Gain i *Ar thmet c

Teacher Attended Course
Incomptete ..

Grade in- Course

23.686
-1 42.13

'

..5255

3.0332
-27.343

-4.7390

Variable, '.: wrei5lt P
,

Pretest : .76199 670,.483 P .01' ''

-::

pretest.-Square a .00096. , .
-33.244 0 .0.

Pretet -.Cube: .'-.00001 .-.:41.567.:: .,91.: .1

.18.350

9.576

.01

.01

50:029 a

:336
.

N.S.
17;263 ;01

.Num r. of. Staff

D veloPment. Sessions , 3...4964 . . 8.769`'

11- Square = .70 N = 1087..

Standard Deviation, of Scores AbOutthe'RegresSion
Surface =:'45;45

TEe:data in Table 5 relate to Objective2 and indicate that there was a
significant relation between ipeciTic elements of the project and the subse-
quent, CAT Reading-Comprehension subtest perfor'mance of pupils in Cohort I I

This analysis, paralleling the data in Table I, controlled for the
pupils' initial performance (pretest), maturation (current,grade), and growth
(gain in4arithmetic). Instead of ,coniparing the overall performance of the
two cohorts (presented in Table I) this analysis estimated the effects of two
of the comOonents"of the project, in-house staff develOment sessions and an
external college course.

. Table 5 indicates that there are two elements of the project that were
independently significant. Cohort II pupils whose-leathers had attended
staff development sessions scored about 3.5 points per session higher than
Cohort 4 (Before Teacher Training) pupils and the higher the teachers' grades'
in, the course, the lower the subsequent performance of pupils; i.e., teachers
who received a grade of B- had pupils who' :scored about 14 points higher than
comparable pupils whose teacher received an A.



Variable

TABLE 6

THE EFFECT OF ELEMENTS OF.. THE TEACIAR TRA I N I NG PROGRAM

ON SUBSESEQUENT PUPIL,ACH1EVEMENT
ON THE SUBTESf.

.Weight

:Pretest ...91907 f.895.180.

Ptetest7BqUare_ -00066 :1L655.
.

Pretest-Cube ,00001 . 1-41.265

Grade - 15.116

Grade-Square -.58468

- .

Gain in ArVthriletic: .14279 26.522

Teacher Attended CoUrse. 1.9285 .170

Incomplete -20.186 1.622

Grade in Course -1.4457' 1.981

hUmber of Staff,
DeveloOmentSeSsions 1-.9893

.01.

h.s.

.01.

N.S.
N.S.
NN.S.

3.677 f .10

117,SqUare = .78 N = 1087
Standard DeViatioh of $cores,:About..the Regression
Sutfate=

The data` in Ta-Oe'6 4elpte to ObjeCt/Vve 2end `indicate that there:'weS a.
statistically *ignif1caOt. (ipk.10) relation between the number of staff
development: sessions attehded teachets and the subSequent.. CATVocabulary
scores of. Pupils inCohort 1I, the.PuOIS they taught after the training
pupils scores .rose by abdut 1.989 points pet,Session'attended_by their
teachers;

The analysis parallels the data p esanted fn Table 2.. by using the Seine:
COhtt01:variables, INA instead:Of/1o° inglat the Overall effect of the

,

project ,.(the Variable- Cohort in Table 2):bn..voOpbulaty, it tests the.effectt
'of two 'components. of the =project'-:



Variable

fiTABL! 7.

THE EFFECT OF ELEMENTS OF THE TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM
.,ON..SUCSEQUENT PUPIll'ACHFEVEMENT

ONJHE.MECHANSUBTEST

Wei ht

.pretest,

Tretes-SqUare
Pretest-Cube:.

:96561':

.00078

-.00001

85.6.11S
m

31.657.
20.967

2.547
Grade-Square 2..0484 5.:896 .,05

Gain in Arithmetic .22594 29-.523 O1

Teacher Attended CoUrse 11:530
IncoMplete 71,8,761

Grade:An Course 73.2297 . 4.538
: .05

Number..of Staff

'PPlielopment7..less)Oils . ;,.62078 .159

R- Square = .W=,947.
Standard DeViatiOn of Sdores About the Regression`,

. SurfaCe,=53.43.

The data in Table 7 relate to Objective 2 and indicate that there was a

significant relation between teacher participation in the college course and
the subsequent Language Mechanics subtest scores of their pupils. The effect
of teacher participation has two statistically significant (p(.10) components:
a positive weight associated with all teachers who took the course and a
negatiVe weight for the teacher's grade4in the course. These effects are best
understood in tandem: Fo? pupils of Cohort.1, who were taught before the teachers'
participation, the net effect was zero; For Cohort II pupils whose teachers
received an A or A- the net effect was negative, and for pupils Of Cohort II
%hose teachers received a B+ or below, the net effect was positive. To calculate
the total effect of completing the course. independently of the other variables,
the following equation was derived from Table 7:

. ..

EffeCi.tif:Course: I1,53x.(PerticipdtiOn_Code)-3:2297x(grade code).
For pupilS i n .Cohd.rt ):- 1.L.53x(0) ':.. 73:2297x-(0) ..=. 0

For-p teaCher"s'gade Of ,A: 11-;53x(1). 73.2297x.5:: = -4:,62
For -a teacher's gr4adei.of 0+:0:53jc(1) .-9.2257x..3 = 1_.84.

For a teacherisArade of C: 11.53x.(1) -1,2297xA = 11.53
, .



TABLE 8

THE EFFECT OF ELEMENTS OF THE TEACHER" TRAINING`PROGRAM
ON. SUBSEQUENT PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT.

ON THE USAGE SUBTEST

Variable Weight

336.267
27.904
6.373

'.01

.01

Pretest
Pretest-Square
Pretest-Cube

.74486

.00118
-.00001

Grade 5.98329832 .270 N.S.

*Grade-Square .53462 . 307

Gain in. Arithmetic .20033 '18.526 ,_.O1

Teacher Attended Course 3.9243 .286 N.S.

Incomplete 14.719 .378 N.S.

Grade in Courte. -4.2268 6.123 .05

Number of Staff
Development Sessions 1.6796 .937

.05.

FY'

R-Square, .= .60 N = 947
Standard Deviation of Scores About the Regression
Surface = 60.219

The data in Table 8 relate to Objective 2 and indicate that there are
significant relations between specific elements of the project and the
subsequent CAT Language Usage score of,,pupil-4. Cohort II pupils, who were
taught after the training, scored about1.6796 points higher for each
session their teacher had attended, When Cohgrt I pupi Is' teachers had
enrolled in a college course, °the higher the teacher's grade, in the course,
the lower the subsequent performance of pupils The pupils .of Teachers
who receiVed a grade of B- scored about 17 points higher than comparable
pupil-s whose teachers received an. A.
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SEMI- ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT'

ON LANGUAGE ARTS THROUGH LATIN

"PROJECT (ES-00131-79-71203)

BACKGROUND.

The Division of Foreign Language Education of the School District

. of Philadelphia, in .cooperation.with .the'Department of .Classical..Culture

of Temple: UniVersity, proposed to..prepare elementarY and-SeCondary

school teachers already employed by, the School District to teach special

Latin courses to. their students. The purpose of such teacher preparation

to 'bring the benefits of already developed and highly acclaimed Latin

curriculum materials to large numbers of pupils not presently studying

Latin.

Major activities planned for the first Six months of the project

included detailed development of the syllabus for the Latin course at.

Temple extensive advertising of the proJect in the schools, the purchase

of instructional materials for the participants the planning and imple-

mentation of staff development sessions, a visit to: the Los Angeles

Unified School District to gather* ideas for the project, the selectibn of

'..participants, the assignment of Friends and Advisors from among' the.spe-

cialist Latin teachers in the School District to Assist each participant,

gathering data for the project evaluation, and the sending of u7s relea-

ses to professional journals and local media.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

The instructors from Temple University, Dr, Martha Davis and Dr.

1 7
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Daniel Tompkins, met with Dr. Masciantonio in November to develop a

detailed syllabus for the Latin 51 course to be given 'US all project

participants.. In general. the outline for the course given _on Pp-16-17

of the original proposal was followed,

Letters calling attention to the project .were sent to all prin-
..

'cipals by Dr. Sandstrom along with information sheets 'and applications

forms. Principals were urged to discuss the project with their facul-

ties Over 180 applications.were recei,ed for the 60 slats. Partici--

pants were selected according to the criteria listed on p,20 of the

proposal.

Instructional materials were ordered as per the propoSal. These

materials have been received and distributed to all participants.

The trip to the Los Inieles4UnI4eCI-Saickir-District was. Made in

December.by Dr. Masciantonio. Classes were observed in a'variety of

. circumstances and in-depth conferences held with Dr. Jules Mandel, Kay

Neshat and Dr. Albert taca - the leadership personnel in the Language

Transfer Project there. Valuable insights and ideas were gained

this

Of. the 60 participants approximately 30 elected to take the special

Latin course at Temple in Temple's spring session rather than in the

summer. All 30 participants completed and passed the course which was

monitored by Dr. Masciantonio.. Enthusiasm for the course was high.

Academic rigor was very much in evidence in the papers and examinations

given in the .course.



Four staff elevelOpmeni aesvions werc held at the School District

.Adminis4ration Building; The foaca of the staff development' sessions

vutson !effective ClabsrooM utili;ation:of the curriculum materials.

How the RoMatis' Lived & Spoke ,and WordJ'ower throug, Latin. Videotaped,

filmed .and "live" demestration lessons Were:feaeOred::- ,.Specialist Latin

teachers. who assisted Dr.-MasCiantonio with theSe sessions' included

James Villarreal, William TorChia RomAn'Kwasnycky,:VinCent Douglas

and.Roland-Nemeth. The outline given for staff development 0;y1,....113 of

Each participant was assigned 'to a Friend' and Advisor who is ..a

spedialist Latin-teacher for assistance in 4atterSaf curriCUltim aid

instruction. The extent of contact between the-AdviaorAndthe parti7

ciOant varied greatly: from casetoTdase.

A:pupil'information Fort (FL65) was developed by researchers
-

N f.:
oberffenbergend Mr. Carlos, ROd#guez. Acosta in cooperation

with Dr: Nasciantonio and Dr. $andatrom. EsSentiall,,each participant

_Was asked toTroVide pUpil names and identification numbers,. In the

Case of teachers.,, with multiple classes,, one class was selected at ran-

dots by the researdherA., Speamen Copies of ForM FL65 and directions

accompanying it haVe.alreddY been sent to NEIL

News releases :were preparedand:Aentto Avariety of prOfeasiOnal

ournals and other publications.,

The aCtivities.of the project were Accompliahedto date. As per the

original proposal. The original objectives of the.proposal have been



partially accomplished.

A total of 60 teachers frcmalmost as many schools wereeplected

to participant in

ceived. A. min UM7 of 2,000 pupils will be involved in, the full imp

project. : 4'
Vier. 180fprmal,applicarionswere re--

meptation of the project in the fall of 1980..

Of the 60 participants 30 have already completed the special:Letin,

course. at Temple Uiiversity. It is anticipated that the other. 30-parti-

cipants will take the course this summer. Itmay be necessary to offer

the course again in.the spring. Of 1981. in order to accommodate all par-

tiCipants._

Teachers attending the: staff development nensions eyeraged-42 out

of 60. Some of the absentees Called to findout what they had missed

or had others take notes fOrthem.

-ApproximatAlY.60:specialist,Latin teechers fromthe School District

'Werepressed into nerviceas-Priends and. AdviSors to the perticipants.

In. some cases:,the. Advisors at their:own initiative arranged orientation

sessions.for participants.

piftY-fiVe of the 60,,participanta have to date returned the Completed

Pupil InfOrMation Forms.

All 285 elementary and secondary schoolprincipals. in the Phila..

School.pistrict were notified about the project originally. A copy..

20,
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A.
the letter information sheet, and application Form was already sent to .

NE11.

7

Problems that face the project arise larely from the poor' financial'

condition of the tehool District:.What:the'efci oUpossible massive
.

layoffs due to a 00 million dollarbudgetory sh rtfall reaasigment of
4,

teachers, and a possible teachers atrike:May be,O the project.remainto

be seen.

Another concern of the project directors is how o capitalize on the

interest shown in the project byteacheta. Many very rod applicants for

thetroject had to be rejected. krenewal proposal already submitted to

NEM has been developed in order to try to involve 60 additional teachers

1in the project.

STATUS

The.activities funded by the, grant will, we hope, continue after

the grant period. The teachers. trained. to use the,La curriculum will

'-continue to use it with same assistancefrom the:Division of-Foreign

Language Education.

DISSEMINATION

News releases have been sent to various professional jouinals and

other publications. Copies of articles on the grant that appeared in



Foreign Language Annuals, The -Classical Outlook, The Classical Journal,

.

/

The Philadelphia Bulletin; and PerspecttVe have been sent toNEU.'

'Prepared by:

R 0 II MASCIANTONIO AND

ELEANOR L. SANDSTROM,c

Project Codirector&

215 299-7791

RM/is

May 28, 1980



Tlectmber 19, 1980

SEM-,ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT ON THE LANGUAGE ARTS TitOUGH LATIN PROJECT

ES 00131 29. 1203'

,
BACKGROUND

4

The-Division of FOreign Language Education' School District in
.

. .

.
. .

I

cooperation with the CllissicsirDepartments of Temple University and Millers-
.

\villa State College proposed to prepare'elementay and Secondary schoor
i

teachers'already employed by The School District to teach special Lat it'

courses to their students. The purpose of such Leacher preparation is to-,
. .

'.,

bring the benefits of already developel and highly acclaimed Latin curt culum

materials to large numbers of pupils not presently studyiitg Latin.

Activitied that had been planned in the proposal for the neriod from

May to the present included the giving of the jointly nlained. Latin course at

Temple University, staff. development sessions,' observation of classes by

participants, the submission by narticip ts of class lists needed for the

research component, and conferences betweeiFriends-and-Advisois and the[partici-

pants.

PROJECT ACTIVITIES'

Staff development sessions wereheld as planned in the last part of the

spring,, 1180.110. Included in these staff development sessions were *i'liVe" demon-

stration lessons tafght by specialist Latin teachers. Same of the lestOns

utilized children as "the class"; others utilized %the Project participants asE

"the class".
Ob.

-s

Enrollment for the summer course at Temple University was seriously cur-
+

tailed by the budgetary crisis within The School District and the threat of a

teachers', strike in September occasioned by this crisis. Due to the budgetary

situation thousands of teachers were sent termination notices in the snring, of

1980. The Philadelphia*Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO) resoonded to the ter-



ination with,a strike vote Many Language Arts Xhrough,Latin pareidtvanta

were sent termination noticta and ,therefOlre fait that they could not,. take.

the Temple summer course. Others who
c

seek gainful: emPloyment in the autOmat'

courtia Work as originally, plant*d) in

were not terminated feli that they must

(rather than spend the aUmsper taking

order' to prenamthemaelves and'their

iamilie c for what observera predicted would be a long and bitter'atrike.in

September.

ThroUgh the goOd.offides of the Classics beoartMent of Teeple it was

possiblemirabile-dictu to hold the course even though only 6 of the 30

qt,

participants originallOicheduled actually enrolled. Dr:Martha Devi* who

taught 'the course re

amount of material

covered in the spring

ed that enthusiasm was very high and that the actual

in ihe summer session was greater than had been

ession. tie small summer class permitted great-
,.

. .. ,

er individualization and mote personalized learning. In consultation
. .

, . , I

... ,
..

.
.

project director Masciantonio Dr. Davis modified some of the content

....
.

course.. Again academic rigor was very much in evidence in the pavers and

examinations given in the course. The course was held on the Main Campus

of Temple in north Philadelphia.

Informal gatherings and meetings initiatedby theLarticipants,them-

-

selves have. /alwayslways been a helpful part of the\Language'Arts Through Latin

with)

of,the

.

project: Several were held in the summer, including one in Ocean City,

Hew Jersey. A.potluck supper picnic was held at the home of Dr. Davis in

'Elkins Park for all particiPants on Auguit 14.

Significantly, teachers who were terminated by the school sytem or

who were ,unable due to the impending,striketo take the summer course at

Temple still wished to be considered project participants and expressed

hope that they could take the course at some time in the future.
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The strike that wes anticipated did, in fact a.lte piaci' and last

the beginning of October. During the strikecentral office administratora

were "deployed to the field"'(not to teach classes inasmuch as no children

were in attendance but,' "assist" principals). dlect director Nasciantonio

found'himself sent to the Varing School where a L guage Through Latin partici

pant was doing picket duty. .One of the "silver linings" in; the cloud of the
. _

strike was the opportunity, for friendly, informal stiff develdpment on the

picket line thereby 'created!

Fortunately all terminated teachers .(inclUding 15 specialist Latin teachers

who were serving, as Fiiends 'and Advisors in the Project and were vital to its

success) were, brought beck-as a result of the contract settlement. A lettep
_

was sent to all.Language Arti.Through. LatinpartiCipants urging them to begifi

the teaching of the Lati4' Curridulum to their 'Classes. In the case 14 teachers
. . . . .

who had not ;yet taken the course work, but who had been exposed to staff

.--development, observations, an& confeirals Arith their Friends and Advis'ors,
.

were urged to. use vrhatever .elements Of the crri alum they felt comfortable h.

The pupil information forth (El 65) that'had lieen develOped by researchers
r

Dr. Robert Offenberg and Mi. Ca.rlos Rodriguez Acosta in codperation with Dr.

Eleanor-L: Sandstrom:0nd Dr.'Masciantonio was distributed to all paiticivants.
.

Through a reridops4leatiOn, teachers Of more than one class were told for which

s. they we 'cOmplete a pupil. inforMation

This second batch-Of "pupil ..information fortis, whiCh.proVide. pupil names

'and iaentification 'nuniters,, will .be used to compare pupils having the Latin

curriculum'taught to them with pupils taught by the same teachers last yea;

but without Latin. Specimen coPies Of. Form FL 65 were already sent to NE11.

2



PROJECT RESULTS

Project partd.cipants have by now started to use the curriculum with

their. claqses. Tile delay in the beginning of the schocil year caused by the

strike had 'an .adverse effect on the project 'in thatrpuOils were deprived of

Latin instruction (and,: indeed all instruction) for thefirst
school year. Likewise the reorganization of classes and teacher transfers on

a large scale occuring on-December 1 1980 had an adveise

Some participants had to start ove

month of 'the

found, themselves in diffeient

effect on the nroiect.

Some

Despite the adverse circumstances-which; of course are comnletely beyond

the control of the project participants and the project directo07 the itnple-
.

nentaticin of the project seems successful. Teachers report a hi h degree of
, t '
ii .

pupil interest in the curriculum. Teachers themselves. seem to have had 'their

interest- in classical. stUdies stimulated by the project:

-for. example; have asked for additional 'reading materialt in Latin or on. classi-
--

o

cal cult.ure which they can pursue on their own. Others, have voluntarily at-

tended meetings of the 'Philadelphia Classical Society 'to hear talks on Vergil

and Archaeology and to' the company of fellow classieists.

The ptoject director also believes that the Princ:Lpalfe of the schools are

more aware of La in and its benefits as a.resUlt of-the project. jie has- heard,

for example unsollicited statements of support for the project .from Principals

at Various functions of PASA (The .Philadelphia Association *of School Administrators).

STATUS

Plans.have been fortingated for continuing project activities_ after
r .

grant periods for both Language' Arts Through Lean grants' end. The project

direCtors have sent a plan 'containing specific recommendations for conVation to

the Associate Superintendent For Curriculum and Instiuctidn Dr. Bernard Reiner,

for his reaoiion and aPproval.The plan submitted was as follows:

26
2



. r

.PLAN TOR.CONTINUATION OF IN SERVICE TRAININC FOR PARTICIPANTS IN TNE

YLANGUAGE ARTS'.TNROUCN LATIN FROJECIAPTER'TUE.END OF THS.CURRENVGRANT:

(August 31,...1982).-

1. An in-service course called Language Arts through Latin will be

offered each semester beginning in the Fall.of 19E2. Dr. Rudolph

Masciantonio, Assistant-Director of Foreign Language -Education:

will teach this course as part of his .regular responsibilities

with some,input from specialist Latin teachers in The School,DistrIct.

This course will provide on-going training for teachers already in the:

Language Arts through Latin project a* well as the opportunity for ad-

ditional teachers to join the project. The purpose of the course will

be to deepen the knowledge of the participants of: the. Linguistic and

Cultural content of Now the Romans lived and Stroke, Voces de Olympo and

Word. Power through Latin and its adjuntts.
%

Two half-day workshops during the school day will be provides: in the

1982-83 school-year_for all Language Arts through Latin participants.

Substitute service if necessary will be ded through the office of

Curriculum and Instruction. The purpose_ _the-workshops_will_be to

exchange ideas on the effective classroom utilization of the Latin

curriculum materials. Similar workshops will be held in, succeeding

school years to assure the continuity and unity of the project.

The Classics Departments oflemple'UniVersitYand of,Nillersville:State

College have.expressecreagernesa.tO offer approOriatecoUrses tailored

to the needs of Language.Axis.through Latin partidipants,in.suOceeding

yeare.::Fresent:course'offerings.in mYthdlogy; Olasaidal-mythology, and

Greek and Latin literatUre:and,10Aguagescan easily adapted ta:these

needs. The 0oUrseswill.be advertised among. Language through Latin

-teacherS bythe Division of Foreign Languages, though of courae,..par-..

ticipation will be'entirely-NOlUntarYand at theexpense of each teacher.:

. Astafevelopment-update in Written:forMwill be initiated for-,,LATL.

participants by the Division of FOreign Languages. and senttwice'in each-'

xtademidydaroseach participabt.':The:staff
develOpMenOlpdate wig ;Y:

-include articles;.authe teaching of the LatirCeurriculdmi notices of

interest, reviews of'appropriate-:booksand audio - visual materials,' .and

pkOvide the,opportunity.to exchange-ideaS andinformationamong,

LATLparticipants.

Continuationof the:Friend and Advisorreiationships between specialist
Latin.teachersandH-LATL:partidipants will. be encouraged. Specialist

1.atin teachers Will.be-involved'in:the.planning*Id implementatiOnof.the

in7serVicecOursethe:half4daY:workshOps,
and:the:staff development up-

date. SpecialiStLatin.teachersand:LAIL..participarita will beHencouraged

*to use their:regularObservation:days in Order.tC:Vitit each others'

.)lasses and to etchangd,profassionalideas.:



DISSEMINATION..

d

.News releases Acopy, attached) on -the "second" Language,Arts ThroUgh Latin

grant. from NEH have contained references:-to the first" giant. The teleaSes.

Were sent to various professional-journals. A.Writeulti called "The' Latin:.

Exp'lo'sion in Philadelphia', appeared in the November 17. 1980 issue of-Education

national publication.

The project' directors were able to` discuss the projett on a radio. program.

called "School News and,Viewe-broaddast on WIP git61301A.M. on:Sunday HoVeMbet

30 1980. An articleon the prOjectentitled School District Awarded.New

Grant to COntinuefLatin Education PrOjeCt.:Was'published in the November 1986:.
4

issue of'Perspective. A copy oUthis article was already sent to NEH.

Prepared

Dr. Rudolph MaSciantortiq

40d pr., Eleanor L. S4ndStrOm'
6-

ProjeCt DirectOte

215-!299-7791.
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Oct. .26 1980

NEWS RE,LEASE

NAlIONAL. ENDOM.F.NT FOR THE HT.JMANrrIS AWARDS PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL
DISTRICT ANOTNER GRANT FOR LANGUAGE AkTS T}LiZOUGH LATIN

The National Endowment for the Htucanities has awarded the Philadelphia

public schools an additional $58,206 to support a project designed to

extend the English vocabulary and reading skills of pupils through the

study of Latin.

Sixty teachers of English and language arts is intermediate and

secondry grades will participate in sPecial Latin courses taught by

the Classics Department of Temple UnivesitY and the Classics Department

of Millersville State College. The Division

of the School District

of Foreign Languages Education

and specialist Latin teachers within to District

Brill provide staff development and supportive setvice for the 60 participants.

Under a Previous NEH grant awarded in. Ootober,, 1979 another group of

60 teachers is being prepared to use the Latin curriculum with their

classes. Some ;:of these teachers have already begun employ the curriculum

and report high pupil enthusiasm.

After the appropriate preparation is completed participants incorporate

Latin into the language arts program using locallys developed instructional

.ateri.als which emphasize the relationship between Latin roots, prefixes

Districtts- Office of Researchand suffixes and English words. The School

The project supplements and expands existing Latin language programs

in the. School District where over 14,000 puplis now study Latin.; The

School District has pioneered the Use of innovative Latin curriculum as

a means for extending the English vocabnlarY and reading skills of prban

pupils of all backgroUnds and abilities, The proven effectiveness cf the

29 {over please)



Latin programs in upgrading the basic English langu skills of

pupils has ton the School District_ international recognition and

led to the replicatiOn of the programs in such.publid. school systems

as Los Angeles, BaltiMore, Indianapolis, Chicago

The LanguageArts :through Latin project is being .diretted by

Dr.AleanOr. L. Sandstrom, DirectOr.Of Foreign LanguageEducition and'b

Dr. Rudolph Masciantonio, Assistant Director of Foreign Language

Education. Dr. Martha Davis of the Classics Department of Temple

University and Professor Philip Weoby of the Classics Department of Millersville

State College are teaching the special Latin courses in the project.

with the assistance of,School District specialist Latin teachers.

Dr. Masciantonio, project director, says that the project holds

great promise for bringing the beneffts of the Latin curriculum to

a large number of pupils'. In addition to expanding the English vocabulary

and reading skills of the pupils, the curricuium is.also intended to

make the pupils aware of the impact of the classical past on the

present to provide an oral introduction to the basic structure and

Vocabulary of Latin and to stimulate interest in the study of foreign

languages and the Humanities in general. Teacher guidesobeing.,utilized

in the project are entitled How the' ROMans lived and SpOke VocesAde

Olympo (SchOeS from WOunt Olympus)

For more information contact:

.

ET.
s

Rudolph. Masciantonio
Division of Foreign Canguage Education
The School District of Philadelphia
215 299 7791
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SEMI-ANNUAL PERFORMANCE REPORT 'ON THE

LANGUAGE ARTSt-THROUGH LATIN PROJECT

(fS 2006 90 1992 AND
ES 001 31 79, 12Q3):

(
The DiVisibn of'FOreign'LanqUage Education of the School Dittrict of

Philadelphia, cooperation iw ithH:hhe: Classics Departments of Temp le University`
and Mi.IfersviIle State. College proposed to. prepare elementary and 'secondary
school teachers already employed :by:the:SchOOITDittrict to teach Special Latin
courses to their pupils. The purpote of such a preparation Is to bring the
benefits Of.already developed and highly acclaimed Latin curriculum materials
to large numbers of pupils 'not presently studying Latin.

)

the proposalstfor'the periodActivities planned
present included:

from January to the

,Latin courset for participants Jo intly planned by I I lersVi I e State :
College and Temple .University;

2) Staff development seat i on s;-
3) Observation of c 1 asses by participants;

.

4) The col. I ecti on :of data needed:: for the research- eva 1 uat ion compOnent;"
5) Conferences between riends and Advisors (4 .e :4 specialist Lat

teachers) arr,:t: the participants:

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Staff development sessions were held as planned in Spring of 1981. Included
in these staff development sessions were sl ide-tape presentations showing demostra-
tion lessons and "1 ive",presentat ions by special ist Latin teachers. Adjuncts to
the Word Power, throuch Latin curriculum (such as Latin the. Lancuace of Health Scterices°
Star Trek with Latin, Greco-Roman Sports and Games, and the Numbers in Latin) were
distributed and discussed. Also distributed and discussed was the curriculum
resource on Africa in. Classical. Antiquity. Teachers from the "original" Language
Arts through, Latin project interacted with the "new" group of participants.

The Millersville course for the Spring was held as planned on Wednesday
evenings at the Board of Education Bui Iding. Professor Phi I ip Wooby, Head of- the
Clasiics Department at Mi I lersvi I le, taught the course. He was assisted by William`
Torchia, a specialist Latin teacher in the Philadelphia School District. Dr. Wooby
emphasized the content of the books Latin and Greek in. Current Use aurriss and.
Casson) and Daily Life in Ancient Rome. Mr. Torchia concentrated on 'the specific
Latin lannpage content of the Phi ladelphia School District's curriculum publ ications,
viz.,- How the Romans Livediind Spoke, Voces de Olympo, Word Power throunh Latin, and
on the content of Lingua Latina secundum Rationeti Naturae Expl icata. Participants
were required to pass two examine rinorosa and to submit written reports and make
oral presentations. Enrol lment in this course was about AO.



The Temple University course for'.the Spring was held as planned on Saturday
mornings at Temple'University Center: City.. Or..Martha Davis of the Classics Dept.
of 'Temple Unlyersity,taught the.. course:, She was asSisted:.byJaMes A. Villarreal,
'e specialist Latin teacher in theYhiladelphte School :Or. Davis'empha
sized the content of Lingua Latina secundum riitionemNaturae Explicate and

4 Classical Mythology .by Morford and Leonardin. Mr. Villarreal, concentrated on the
content

of Philadelphia School District's curriculuth.publications, viz., How the.
Romans Lived andSOoke, Voces de Olympo, and MOrd.PoWer through Latin, The 20
participants were required to past examinations andrsubMit,written reports.

DUrinTthe course of the-semester' Dr. Davis:and Mr. Villarreal visited
;

the,.
course taught by-Professor Wooby and Mr. TOrchia. The instruOtort.

. .

Conferred frequently with project directOr Masciantonio about the content and
structure of.the courses.:

Informal gatherings and meetings were initiated by the participants them-
selves. A picnic was arranged by Mr, Villarreal for participants on his spacious
front lawn in the East Falls section of the city.

Participants from the original group and participants who joined in the
current academic year began to hmpiement the curriculum with their classes. The
teachers', strike during the month of September, 1980 and the custodians' strike
in February, 1961 both closed schools for pupils. These interruptions coupled
with the threatened early closing of schools for lack of funds caused difficulties
in the implementation of the project. However, participants were able to begrn
Using the Latirr curl-Ian= nrerteriats and' reported much success where they did.
Participants were visited by Frinds and Advisors (Specialist Latin teache-s) and
by the project director.

The pupil information form (FL65) that had been deVeloped by researchers
Dr. Robert Offenberg and Mr. Carlos Rogriguez-Acosta in cooperation with Dr.
Eleanor L. Sandstrom and Or Masciantonio was 'distributed to new participants.

Z Through a random selectiop, teachers of more than one class were told for which
class 'they were to complete Apupils information form. Specimen copies of Form
FLb5 were already sent to NEN.

RESULTS

Despite theadverse circumstances ccaused by an abbreviatecrschool year due'
to the two:sfrikes and:the large scale reorganization of classes and teacher transferS
in Decemberi:J98,0)i the. implementation projectseems L;zuccetfUon the, whole.
Some participants; tq.00,,,theLatin curriculum, but

:pridethey 4otstatted4aftersome gentle: and:'persuasive:encOuragementby the Pro leCt
director), they seemed to d6 well with it.

The staff deveiopment'sesSionS were evaluated Form FL,2 StaffsDeVelOp7
-nent-EValuetion.Sheet (copy enclosed). Jheselforms indicated tha.toverwhelmingl.
articipants'throughtthettaff evelopment. sessions werevelUabie and.thetthe

tooked forward to:attending,-The-aVerage:attendanCe was about 110ipeople per meeting.



The col lege professors :reporfe'd .good results.with _their classes thoUgh.
some concern was expressed over the'.seeming.lack,of I iteracy In Engli of rpm.'
'of the participating teachers. Their feel ing wad,' however, that the . atinH
classes were a good experience for the participants. The grade .reports haVe, hOt
been received by the. project. director at- this writing. The .professOrs state -that
the grades were a ."hepithy mix" of..A's,.B!s, and C's with a few ,l.'s (incompletes)

,

due to'l I Inesses,,etc.'

Written evaluations of 'the courses by the participants revealed general
satisfaction with ,some Wish that fOl lowup courses be made avai !able.: :SoMe:::
parlticipants felt that more emphasis should have been given to the Latin language

. Per 'se (as'distinguished from etYmology and-classicai cultue). Others felt that
more time should- have been devoted to the use and.cohtent of thecurriculum
materials per se.

E6thutiasm for the first tissue of Forum ClasSicum, a staff development upda
. for. participants., was high. Several Language Arts through Latin-participants
offered contributionS.for. subsequent isSues.

STATUS

' The plan for continuing. project activities after the grant period for bot
Language Arts through. Latin grants end .has begun to be implemented... The deta /1
of the plan were given in the letter of:Dr. Bernard G. Keiser, -Associate, Sepe
ieltencient,..dated December 29r,1980. to- John- Hale.rof

One aspect of the plan was the pub! icatiorLtWice a year of a staff de si/op.-
ment update. The first. issue this staff development urrdate was 8 pages ion_ /and
appeared in April, 1981. Its purpose was described as follows:

Forum Classicurn is intended to help teachers in the Language Arts through
Latin project and other teachers of Latin and Greek to improve instructi4n.
It will accomplish this purpose by:

providing a vehicle for= sharing ideas among classical
2. reviewing -pertinent books, audio-visual, materials, and other ins

t iona I mater ia 1 s; o

3. calling attention to resources available to classfcal language taff;
4. making available articles on the Classics and the teaching /Of the

Classical contributing to the professional growth of teachers;/
5. publishing brief classroom ready instructional materials.,

Forum 'Classicum is an outgrowth of the grants received from the
National Endowment Fore The Humanities by the Philadelphia School District
to support the. Language Arts through' Latin ,project. As a condition for
receiving these grants the School District committed itself to the publica-,
thin of a staff development update such as Forum Classicum at least ,twice
in each school year.

ForurnCiessicum is perceived as an informal:.pubi icati n with .lots of
contributions bY.-"grassrootO, classroom teachers Reaction , ,suggestIOris
and contributions reTmOst we I come and should be sent to D RUDOLPH
mA sc I ANTCN I 0-, 'EDITOR,' -Rooth 1,02i Administration BO d irk; 2 st and. ParkWaY;-
'Phi ade phiai Pehrsylvan19103..
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The project directors approached both Millersville and Temple about
providing continuation courses foc_intoretted participants in -the Fall of. I981.
Plans are still be,ing formulated.

A propOsal,for an ,In-!service course on Language Arts through .Latin was
developed and.submitted to the Office 'of Staff and Leadership Development and
to:the in-Service Council for approval. The prOpOsal was approkied by alt.
appropriate authoritidt and Is being scheduled for Fall; 1981. Or MasCiantonlo
will teach it. The course is intended to provide review on the content of the
Latin curriculum materials for.those whO heed it as well as at means for_new
participants to enter the Language Arts through Latin prOjeCt.

. .

The precarious fitcal cOnditiOn of the Philadelphia School District
naturally affectt.the.tuture postibilitiet, of the tanguagaArts_through Latin .

Project. With a !'shortfall!'Yof.230 miliion dollars and the threats of massive
layoffs of teaching staff It isclIffiCult to forcast the future pf the:project.
Among the 3,500 teachers threatened by layoffs are speciatist Latin teachers
and Language Arts.thrOugh:Latin participants.: The various employee unions have
threatened .court action and strikes as means for preventing the layoffs. Di .

melibra pilt magistrls donent!

.. .

DmeltNATtow

An article on the Philadelphia Latin Program (copy attached)' appeared in
newspapers in many parts of the Country in March and April.. Some reference to
the Language Arts through Latin grant is included In the article, though unfor-
tynatety the. A P writer chose not to mention the Nat specifically.

The news release:on the project written in OCtoben,A980 continued to be
'pUblished in various professional. journals. Coplet have been sent to NEH where
ever possible. The text of the release is available in our Semi -Annual: perform-,
ance Report of December 19, 1980.

PrOjectAirectors-were invited. to speak at'a meeting Of The Humanities
Foundation.of West .Virginja'inSeptember about the project:: However, -the time.
of this meeting and the turmoil likely to confrontYtheSchool: District wtti.
probably preCludeacceptance of this speaking engagement.

-Many letters and phone calls reguesting:inforMattcm.on.the Language Arts
through Latin. project and the PhlladelphiaLatin prograM'in generaf have been
recei'ved.
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Lafin Helps 16,000 Pupi
In Phila. Schq0.Learn English

PlilLADELPHIA (AP)
"tektite, disci WI." calls out the
teacher, and the 4th grade kids

' sing out temporise, l'Salve, tnag
later,"

It's the "good day" greeting
at the start of, the unusual. Latin

, dais in the Stanton School. where
10 yearold pupils dig into the

of the ancient Romans so
can better speak, read and

erstand English.
Then they all stand sod

gedLatin. It's a ritual that attracts
ge allegiance to the flag: also

interest and attention.
"It's fun, especially when you

know what the words mean," says
Shawn Brown.

"It makes ft Mad of special."
as Latin teacher William Tor.
cam. "The kids look forward to

_ .

Rudolph Masciantoaio. cur;
riculum specialist for classical

! languages in Philadelphia's pub-
Uc schools, says,"about 70 percent
.of the winords in English .come
fromLat." - .

"A pupil who knows that the
Latin word aqua means water has
iris ivy to such Engtish words as
aquarium, aquatics, aqualung
and aquamarine." Alasciantonio

' says. "And .the Latin word for
band. menus, is the root for 1hr
manufacture, manual. menu-

- =ilk. minicure and . =nip's-
/ late '.

p about 16.000
kids in 83 elementary schools,

. mostly In the 5th and 6th grades,
now aregetting Latin instruction

. 20minute classes a day.
The school district. started

with only two Latin teachers and
now has 33. and is currently, in-
volved in a 3120,000 federally-fi-

. minced program to train .1110c,
". than 100 language arts instmctors

m. bringing Latin into their Eng-.
. Dab classes. Specifically, the idea'

is to give at least one year of
. Latin to every elementary school

pupil two if enough binds am
available. .

.The emphasis of our pre-
gram is to develop English verbal

: skills through the use of the Latin
language." Masciantonio said.-

- "We teach Latin words and send
tences, and we pick English

- words that fall from them."
The school district wants to

bring Latin to all 4th graders be-
cause 10year-olds. and even those
I and '9. "are more receptive to
language learning, and, we want
to capitalize on mem." 51ascion-
tonio said. "It is marvelous for a
young 'child to see howenother
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act.

. . .,. rnuadelphla pupil Shawn Brown, left, demonstrates his Latin .1:
skims to fellow students William Palmer and Yvette Martel and !'

., teachnr,WW.iansTotchla... 1... " . . , ..., 6 ..
,

getorits.: -to Id b who took Latin In'7he short daily exposure la . Ingot. Easthampton and
. the best for kids to learn and &b. Worcester, Masa.f, Indianapolis; -

sorb. Pupils at the ilith-grade Baltimore; ctiicagoCLos Anse,
level advanced one NU year in lee; sad Erie County, Pa.

. standardized vocabulary test * it any other towns across the
scores as compared to pupils with natidn: taking. a cue from :
similar backgrounds who got no delpbja, have injected Latin into

; Latin.". . . :. their elementary curriculum, and :
Torchia' writes on the black- It's been an exciting turnaround

board "unus." the Latin word for In their vocabulary.
ace, and immediately . the class Tornida says. "These kids ..
calls Mt derivatives tram it. like know some words, like puerile,
unity, united. union. unitari-. -which means childish, that I 1.

an. universe. - didn't know until college."
Then the word **trees- mean- "Latin provides a new begin-

., lug three. and quickly kids call , : ningfor kids." 51asciantonlo says. .,
out. such English derivatives as -.."It is, a chance to start all over
triangle, tricycle, trio. triplet. again. Kids who belie experienced

"It's good,1 like to do it, be difficulty with English in conven-
cause . improves our word tional programs have a chance to .

*wer, and ir helps us learn Eng- start fresh, and experience sue-
lish better," said Yvette Martell. gess.
just 10.. , . .

. "Children are fascinated with
William Palmer' adds, "You classical mythology. and you get

. find out where the words come a tote( that in Latin. The image
from, and I think I've been read- *- that Latin is dusty and forgotten
lag better since we started Latin is Inaccurate. In most European
this year. When fate a word now countries Latin is standard tare.
can Jell if it comes front Latin, . and ft is required in Asia, Africa;
and I like km:living that:" . and South America" .

. Fourth grade teacher. Rita Latin', rarely taught any more
**. Ruocchia, who willinglyq surrea- in the high schools, may soon

. deli her class to Torchm, calls "make a comeback there, too,
Latin "a challenge that makes the Masciantonio says. particularly
-children think, and it has defifute to help thine planning careers in'.
ly improved their word attack." - 'medicine, la* and the health act-

61asciantonio says research- ences. where Latin words are
era found similar improvement used liberally.
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The Division. of Foreign °-Language Education

of Philadelphia in cooperation-with the Classics Departments of Temple

University and Millersville State College propoSed to prepare elemen-.

tarn and secondary= schoo teachers already employed by the School.

District to teach special Latin courses to their pupils. The Purpose

of such a preparation is to bring the benefits of already developed

and highly acclaimed Latin curriculum materials to, large numbers of

pupils not presently studying Latin.

Activities planned ;the proposals and emendations thereof for

the period from qUhe to the present included:

..course work in conjunction with :MillerSville State

Temple University , fOr.'project .parti cipants

.the development and implement ion of an inservice.cbursecalledF

Language Arts theough Latin

College and

41hasing in..:of instruction in Latinby partici4nt6

0ompleted ,C011ege course work;

-

,continuation of . Collection of data needed for

who have

ation component

PROJECT ACTIVITIES

The great financial crisis of the School District Caused the
_

trination of almost '4 000 teachers in June

the terminated teachers weretmany specialist

Language Arts through Latin: Participants. The Philadelphia Federation

Teachers (AFT local- 3) voted' to strike since the layoffs consti-

tuted a breech bfAontraCt on the part of the BOard Of ':.Education.

NatUrally!All this turbulence ,impacted 'upon:: summer, courses planned:

n conjunction with Temple University and Millersville State College.



Terminated teachers did not enroll in courses. Nonte4b7i.nated

;

,teachers anticipated a. long and bitter strike:,'for..thel,fall:.of 1981

and felt that they had better oeek g'ainful employMent in the summer

rather than take courses'in order to survive the strike financially,

The Temple:course had to, be cancelled .for, lack of the-minimum

. enrollment.

cot.4se an:

Fortunatelit, 15,teacherstdid.register.for.the Millersville.

thecourse Vas held.

The Millersville coursemet. at the Multilingual Instructional.

.-cesource Center (MIRC)'a.t,Fourth and Monroe' Streets in the charming

Queen Village section of Philadelphia. The books and noh-print

materiats 'ayailable at MIRC proved to be valuable adjuncts for the

course,

,.;PrOfessor Philip 'Wooby of the Classicd Department of Millersville

conducted the'course with the assistance of JamesState College:conducted

(Itinerent Specialist Latin.greacher, C.W. Henry School),

Roman KwasnYcky (Itinerant Specialist Latin

and Richard Miller (Teacher of English and Latin, Bok Area Vocational

Technical High"School). Even though Mr. KwasnYckY and Mr. Miller had

received termination notices and MrAVillarreal had received a reas-

signment notice from the School District all three agreed to work to

help make the Language Arts through Latin course successful.

The course in from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon each day during July.

It:hormally began with a lecture'74ocuSsion:bY Profesporjlooby..on'SoMe

aspect of etymology based on Burris:andICAssonls Latin--and Greek in

.Current Use One of' the aOOiotant4instrUCtorp thendiscuseed or
)

Voces de Olympo

A lecture-discussion on some aspect of.

the.demonstrated a unit fram How Romans Lived and Spoke

or Word Power cthrough Latin.

Roman civilization and ealture by Professor Wooby based usually on

42
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Daily Life in Ancient Rome by Jerame Cvcopino followed. The partici-
.

pants then presented demonstration lessons based on the curriculum

guides or summaries of the research papers they had been assigned.

Opportunity for individualized help in Latin and other course content

was provided after class. Each :participantwas given a:paCket of cur7

4..cuium, materials And-referenCebdOkS..: ..pkofeisor WOOLV and his

assistants: conferred` with each other and with Project Director

MasciantoniO, on' a frequent baSis about: the content 'and format of the

Enthusiasm for &the course was high among participants and facult

All-participants passed the.

Rigorous standardS-inCluding. several examinations and researck:papers

maintained.:. Some of the research being xeroxed:ana

among. the total clasSicaI language faculty Of. the School:*

course; many received the grade of .A or B.

Distriqt by the Division of Foreign Eanguage EducatiOn.

When the, new school year in 'September started with .a teaCherS"

strike the Millersville courses that were scheduled as follow-ups to

the summer and spring courses on a pai-as-you-go basis had to be

postponed. The teachers' strike continued until the end of October

when Commonwealth Court ordered the Board of Education to rehire the

4,000 terminated employees. This court order had the felicitous effect

of bringing back the laid-off Latin specialist teachers and Language

Arts through Latin participants.
_ .

The inservice Course designed. for: Language Arts through' Latin

participants wishing to review the content and use of the Latin cur-

riculum and for teachers wishing to join the project has been adver

taught bytised. It is slated to begin in early December and will be

Dr. Masciantonio with some input from specialist Latin teachers.

3
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RESULTS

Despite the adverse circumstances caused by the layoffs the long and,

bitter strike and the chaotic beginning of the school year, it appears that

no 'permanent harm was done to, the Language Arts through Latin project.

Sub. ponderer crescit ?alma:

Scare adjustnent.s will be necessary in the time line of
)

the Project

due not only to the strike of $ePtember-October, 1981, but;also to the

two strikes and large scale reorganizations of classes and teacher

transfers of the1980-81 school year

The written and oral evaluations of the summer Millersville course seem

to indicate that it was highly successful. We were able: to capitalize on

previous experience in planning the course. The size of the class

contribute to greater individualization. Course grades were in

general good.

STATUS

As has been stated the iriservice course on Language Arts through

Latin is slated to begin in December. This course will

expense to the NEE grant and will provide

for keeping the project alive after the grant haS ended.

be given without

A new issue of Forum Classicum, the staff development update for

participants and classical language fadulty being prepared. Several

Language Arts through Latin participants have submitted contributions for

this publication.

The Division of ResearCh and. Evaluation has collected raw data on the

project. Sane of this data has been entered on tape land is nechine-accessible.

The DiviSion of Data Entry is preparing a file on pupils involved in the

project. Due to the strikes, however, these Divisions have fallen far

behind in their total work schedules They are not able to



f 1
at this time when they will be able to resurre work on our project. The

priorit.ies( for these divisions are being established directly by top

administration of the School District.

In the spring of 1982, the Millersville 'course will be repeated for

the benefit of those who have riot yet take.n it. Prof. Wooby I teach

the course as s i sted -by- staff -developrierrt 'leArigirs" frail' the B T Di tiThdt 1-

Staff developirent sessions for all participants are also being planned for

the spring.

DISSEMINATION

The Classics Department of Brooklyn College CONY In cocperation with the

public schools of the city of New York has launched a pilot project called,

"Latin Cornerstone" for teaching Latin in elementary schools and for training

teachers for the same. This Brooklyn project is being modeled on the

Philadelphi.a program and draws scare of its inspiration fram publicity given

to the Language Arts through Latin project.

Many letters and phone calls requesting information on the Language

Arts through Latin p4oject have been received. Some delay in answering these

regueits has been,. caused by the strike.
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