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Introduction

The ab111ty to cammnicate with parents\ ard other adults is increasingly

a standard adopted or proposed for educat ion programs leading to certification

‘of elementary tesachers. Ccmmmmatlon with the public flgures largely in the ~

standards for preservice teacher education proposed by the National Education

Association ‘in Excellence in Our Schools: Teacher Education (NEA, 1882).

Given the trend toward explioit recognition of the need for teacher
cc;npetence in oannunicating with parents and other adults, programs that
prepare teachers must adjust curriculurn' accordingly. The resource nbdule that
follows was developed to offer direction and knowledge.of resource support to
elanentary teacher educators facmg this responsibility. o

The goals and objectives proposed in the module follow a model offered by

James P. Comer in Citizen Action in Teacher Educat1on (November, 1982). From _

his experiences with a school-based intervention program of the Yale Ch1 1d

IB

Study Center, Camer observes three levels of parent involvement. At level

one, one to five per cent of the parents in a school 'are‘ involved in .

governance through adv1sory councils, school site camittees, and service on
selection or currlcuhm groups. At level two, ten to tﬂenty-flve per cent of
parents are involved as olassrocm volunteers, tutors, or materials producers

©

at home. Parents at this 1eve1 are act1ve supporters of the school through

- work on projects of the school. At level three, fifty to one hundred per cent

of parents are involved in conferences with staff and attendance at. school

functions. .

The modute works.from the assu'nption that presefvice and beginning
teachers Wlll ‘be most involved w1th parents at level one. Thus modular focus
is on ccmmmmatlon with the hcme, parent teacher cunferencmg, and

organ1zat1on of e\(ents such as open house. The potential mvolvement of

preserv1ce and beginning teachers with parents at level two mcludes working

..'a
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with parent aides and/or volunteers in the classroom er for special events
such as fi€ld trips. Potential fer work at level three is .recognized through
"observation. The assumption here is that more experlenced teachers and
adnmlstrators will be involved in govemance act1v1t1es with the cammnity
and that inservice education should glve contmumg attentlon to this area.
Goals and objectives)proposed in the ‘model are vlassu‘led by the type of !
trad1t10na1 elenentary pr servme coursmvork into which they mlght be infused.
Wh11e same teacher educators may choose to institutc separate courses devoted i
to human or commmlty relatlons, t'us module assumes that such campetencies
will be spread among foundatlons,(hlstory, phrlosophy, psychology, and
sociology of ecducation), methods, and practlcum or f1e1d-based coursework. .
Fmally, the module providées referenqe to, resources useful .in developing
related learning experiences. At~ present,~ many of the avallable resources
come from special education, eounseling, and.early childheod ‘education M
.literature, but this is a rapidly expanding area with new resources appea..ring'

each month. ' . ' ’



A Resource Module to Develop
Elementary Preservice
Teacher Competency in Communicating
with Parents and Other Adults

: Upon completion of the preservice program, the elementary teacher
should be able to communicate effectively with parents on a day to day
basis and in.the situations that commonly arise in schools. Refine-.
ment.of communication skills should continue for inservice teachers with
the recognition that strong community-school relations require admini-
strative leadership and support. . : :

Upon cbmp]etion of the preservice program, it is suggested that
the student be able to: . .

Proposed *. Possible **
Proposed goals and objectives . Program Level Learning Resources
I, articulate a rationale for F 3, 11, 15
" school/community relations :
that takes into account the
goals of public education.
A. explain the benefits of F 3, 9, 11, 15, 21

parent/teacher and school/

community communications

to each of the role groups

involved. : -

B. enumerate possible obstacles F ‘ 1, 15, 20, 2%, 23, 29
° to parent involvement in - - ' .

the schools and ways school

people can be sensitive to

each. c

C. demonstrate knowledge of F 3, 13
— : legal safeguards to the stu- . ' -
‘ dent's right to a public
education regardless of race,
creed, national origin, eco-
- nomic status, sex, race or
handicapping condition. '

1. communfcate with parénts through
‘ a variety of available channels.

A. .“compose sample letters to M 7
.~ parents that explain class _ . -
activities clearly, posi- -
" tively, and with emphasis X
on student learning.

<




Proposed *

Proposed goals and objectives ~ Program Level

B.

anaiyze study packets of M
papers carried home by

school children for the

probable impact of teacher
feedback and format and

develop a strategy for

sharing work rdmp1eted at

school with paren's for
discussion with a cooper-

ating teacher.

clearly state the major M, P
curricular gasls in each

subject area at his/her

teaching level.

articulate school district p
policy pertaining to aress,
transportation, lunchroom
procedures, excuse for ab-

sence, parental visits to
classrooms, celebration of .
holidays, due process; field

trip permissions, and health

“and safety regulations in

response to questions com-
mon]ynraised by parents.

. “explain classroom policy P.

and rationale pertaining to
tardiness, homework, birth-
day celebrations, 11brary .
use, and use of items brought
from home in response to °
questions.commonly raised by
parents. '

compare sample letters to - P.
parents explaining the gene-
ral purpose of homework in

a particular setting and
showing how sample assign-
ments achieve that purpose:

.- conduct at least three tele- P

phone calls to parents or
other community members to’
confirm an arrangement or re- ,
port on student progress to- : |
ward a specific¢ goal. : ‘

-

exp1a1n how student grades M, P
. are determined in each. of

the subjects or areas re-
lated.

Possible **
Learning Resources

20
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Proposéd * Possible **

Proposed goals and objectives Program‘Lgve1 Learning Resources
I. conduct simulated and - . M, P\ 5, 7, 10, 19, 21, 27,
real conferences with o AV, AV3
parents to report on \

student progress that \
display the following
characteristics:

1. Data to be shared o

~ with parents is
assembled prior to \

the conferance. : : ‘ . \

2. Teacher behavior fos-
ters two-way commu-
nication.

3. Statements about stu-
dent strengths and
weaknesses are objec-

- tive and reinforced
with data.

4. The teacher makes o - 15, 25, Av4, AV5
realistic suggestions

for follow-up at-hame
and at school. hQ\\ﬂﬂr

[

J. conduct simulated and real M, P 5, 12, 16, 17, 18, 19, 27,
conferences with parents to o 31, Av2, AV3 .
help solve a problem faced
by/with a. student that dis-
plays the following charac-
teristics:

1. Data to be shared with - ' _ ' -
parents is assembled C
prior to the conference. |

Lo '2.- Teacher behavior attempts . S |
- to reduce parental -anxiety. : S _ o .

3. The teacher, ﬁhrough
~ verbal feedback, gives
» . evidence of having lis-
tened to parents with-
out judging or labeling.

* 4. The teacher sunmarizes a

realistic plan of action

- for home and school -coop-
eration.

e

K. keep student records in a way p - ~
that insures their confiden- :
tia]ity.




Pfoposed * Possible **
Proposed- goals and pbjectives " Program Level Learning-Resources

L. comnunicate with par- ’ F, M 20
ents pertinent research
findings in at least
one area-of mutual con-
cern such as the educa-
tional value to T.V. or
video games, nutrition
and learning, drug use
' by elementary students,
reference materials for
the home,, microcomputer
purchase, educaticnal o
toys and records.

M. develop a classroom news- P ' 2
letter that explains the
goals of a unit or saries
'of learning activities and
ways the program may oe
supported at home.

111. establishes programs that en-
able parentc fo participate
in school activities.
A. assist -in conducting an P 14, 26
open house, orientation . '
session, or program at
the school to inform or . . .
_entertain parents. _ - ‘ -
B.” 1ist classroom activities M o 4, 15, 24
‘ that could be assumed by
parent volunteers or aides .
in the classroom. R

. C. involve parents in a class- P ) © 21, 28,726  wm
room-activity (field trip, :
assisting with learning . .
centers or seat work, shar- - . . -
ing with the class, etc.)
with explicit communication

" of expectations and acknow- “

_ 1quement of involvement.

~

D. devise a means of acknow- M, P )
ledging parent support of o : o
student learning at home and™
at school.

~ E. compare and contrast descrip- F, M 4;,24

tions of several classroom
» aide or volunteer programs.




Proposed * Possible **
Proposed goals and objectives. Program Level Learning Resources
IV. demonstrate awareness of the
role of citizens in school
.governance at support. ,
A. report on attendance at F . 3, 6, 8, 15, 22, 26, 28, 30
at least two of the fol- ‘ ‘
~ lowing meetings: school
board, parent advisory
council, parent teacher
organization, curriculum
committee that includes
parents.
B. wvisit with at least two - F 3, 13, 22

citizens from diverse back-
grounds about their expec-
tations for the public
schools.

L4

* F - Foundatidns‘]eve]
M - methods level
P - practicum (student teaching) level

** Numerals indicate items on the bib]iography that follows.
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Audio Visuals

AVl.

AV2.

AV3.

AV4.

AVS.

Confevence Time for Parents and Teachers. NEA and National School
Public Relations Agsocint{on, 1970. fs, record or cassette, and
manual. L

Keeping in Touch with Parcnts: A Teacher's Best Friend. Teaching
Resources Corp., 100 Boylston St., Boston, MA 02116.. fs, cassette,
manual, $49.95. ) .

The Parent Teacher Workshop-broject T.E.A.C.H./P.R.1.D.E. 175 Westwood
Ave., Westwood, NJ 07675. fs, cassette, manual.

Reading Beging at Home. International Reading Association, 800
Barksdale Rd., Newark, DE. slide set and cassette.

Who? Me? Teach Reading? Kenneth E. Clouse, Felton, CA 95018. fs,
cassette, manual, ‘



