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What follows is based upon a pedagoglcal roundt:able conducted at the

l983 Meetlng of the ASA in Detr01t: It should be st..es that the course

‘ - especlally those with sma\ller or moderate-sued o rams 'Ihe course des-.~

&

e crlbed is orie I developed and taught in a Socmlogy/ x::unmal Just1ce program:

\

cuss10n of a new 'course on Crlme, Dev1ance and Respect.abl..lty.

~

Although courses in crlmlnology, dellnquency and dev1ance are a stan-

-

dard part of the. socmlogy curr1culum these courses have focused pr:.nclpally‘
‘on convent;.onal lowe.z:'-clas< 1llegal act1v1ty, or nuts, sluts and perverts.-
[see L1azos, 1972] A rev1ew of college catalogs, and of textbooks in. these
areas, reveals notable eXceptlons to these b1ases, but on the whole the blas
1tself clearly endure 'Ihere J.S of course, a long tradltlon of rhallenge ;
to this ‘bias, w1th the early rrmckraklng tradltlon (e g., E. A. Rcss s Sln

‘ and Society, l907) and E. H. Sutherland's 1939 [publlshed 1940] Amer:.can"'

Soclologlcal Soclety address - and’ subsequent work - on whlte-collar | ”"1m -

bemg two nLaJor stages of developmentn- in more recent: years the emergence
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to a range of 1nterre1ated overlapplng, but not synonymoqs actLV1t19s des1g- fff
nated white-collar crime, governmental cr1me, corporate crime, elite dev1ance,'

D T,

occupat10na1 crlme, organ1zatlona1 cmme,offlclal dev1ance, upperworld crlme,

- non-tradltlonal crlme, and respectable crlne. )

Some Basic Questions = RE L o o
' "~ The basic questioﬂ here is this: how should systematlc attentlon to thefgff

e <

act1v1t1es listed above be 1ntegrated 1nto the: soclology curr1cu1um?

e

" First, should attention to "respectable" crime and deviance (a term used‘f"
/ here as a catch-all for the act1v1t1es just 11sted) be 1ncorporated41nto the
L content of - ex1st1ng courses - %001a1 problems cr1m1nology, etc. - or is it :‘dfi
necessary andodeslrable to treat th1s type of adt1v1ty Separately? Certalnly,;]f

z | a cr1m1nology course which fails to contend w1th wh1te-collar cr1me, and a

4 l

dev1ance course wh1ch falls to-contend with e11te dev1ance. are 1nadequate and

R 1ncomp1ete courses. But ne1ther of .two bagic ch01ces - 1 e., coverlng these II'”

, .

. \\\~"-’//} phenomena in a 11m1ted and abbrev1ated fashlon whlle devotlng the bufk of at-'

1 / N
‘ tentlon to the trad1t10na1 top1cs,'or focuslng malnly on these phenomena whlle

devotlng minor attention to tratlonal top1cs -is satlsfactory The f1rst r
‘ cholce won't do Just1ce to respectable cﬁlme and dev1ance° the second ch01ce
compels one to.neglect most of the ex1st1ng 11terature pertalnlng to crlnef

and dev1ance.. 1 would argue, then, that one or more autonomous courses, as"

.a bas1c part of the curr1cu1um, should focus upon thls realm of act1v1ty;'
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+as: corporate cr1me' governmental crime; and occupat10na1 crime.’ But the
- .“ | ratlonal here is that the first task is to systematlcahy'ldentlfy the whole !
? range of 111ega1 and deviant activities engaged in by respectable 1nd1v1duals |
.<; .and 1nst1tut10ns and then to systematlcally de11neate the sunllarltles -~and
d1fferences - between these forms. " A primary challenge is to.generate a !p,
fu11 appreclatlon, on the part of students, of the dljFrSIty and pervasxve-

ness, of 111ega1 and deviant activities by this strata of soc1ety. their own,‘

or one they 1nvarlab1y asplre to 301n. B y‘ | /;/'3y';;:fy£

The next queston is: thch theoretlcal perspectlve(s) shou1d be brought }ff

to bear on rh1s subgect matter? As a practlcal matter an instructor’s. theo- fs

» retical or1entatlon 1s llkely to determlne the approach taken. But I want

to argue here that d1fferent théoretlcal perspectlves may be more or less

' useful relat1Ve to'a partlcular type, or 1eve1 of act1v1ty. Structural
organ1zatlona1 and soc1a1 psychologlcal (or. 1nd1v1duallstnc) forms of ex~‘

planatlon “have been advanced. The premise here is obv1ous, but 1mportant, o

«

nonetheless" no° s1ng1e theoretlcal perspectlve adequaLely accrunts for the

range. of act1v1t1es here-addressed ‘and the several d1fferent forns of ex- _f o

planatlon must - be 1nvoked.. One can argue, of course, for the prlmacy of

. some forms of explanatlon, and here a strong case has been made in recent
\

years by proponents of structural and organlzatlonal perspectlves, especl- . f}
) ally vhere corporate crime is conoerned '//' |

The issue of theoretlcal perspectlve generates another sort of ques- awf'gfﬁ

3

tlon. can-a scheme of clas51§1catlon, or typology, be developed.whlch 1n— f,

) 1.3 ' . corporates the proper "relational d1stance" between hlgh-level (e.g., cor-{'k
\} ;o porate), dedle-level (e 8. occupatlonal), and low—level (e.g., conventlonal)f

offenders? The 'u&nre-collar employee who embezzles has somethlng 1n commo :

- - K3

w1th the convent1ona1xth1ef and w1th the pr1ce—f1x1ng executlve, the chal-
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K - differences' Is the relative lack of powér and“the need for immediate gaiﬁ

. o . A,

more or 1ess s1gn1f1cant, “when considering the wh1te-collar embezzler, than

the re1at1ve advantages of opportunlty and the respectable status enJoyed? ' "

Cr1m1nolog1ca1 typologles are profoundly . problematlc but do prov1de us w1th

one necessary point of departure for a coherent understandlng of crime. Clln-d"
~ard and. Qu1nney s criminal behav1or system typology [1973] de11neates some of
- the pr1nc1pa1 categorles, although this only g1ves ‘us a beglnnlng for attend-,f;!;
'.$1ng to the challenge JUSt descr1bed ' S L o :”g:¥

F1na11y, how does the’ endur1ng problem of obJect1v1ty and partlsanshlp

-\

A impinge upon this area of 1nqu1ry7 ‘16 shou1d be quite manlfestly obv1ous that
| ‘the challenges here are especlally pronounced My own approach to thls prob-

e lem is as follows- First, I belleye/;t_ls 1nstruct1ve for both teacher and

/

¥
student to beginm with a reflex1ve coﬁslderatlon of the basis of the1r under- S
. ‘ - . o
stand1ng of the subJect matter. Our understandlng of crime in general and

/

respectable cr1me spec1f1ca11y, is exper1ent1a1 and 1deolog1ca1 as well as
scholarly/[see Fr1edr1chs, 1981] I attempt to 1dent1fy my owh exper1ent1a1
base relevant to respectable crime and dev1ance, and the development of my
21deolog1ca1 perspective; having done this, I belleve one can then proceed to
" a read1ng of the relevant scholarly 11terature whlvh is obJectlve in the Jn‘.5~€
~l, ifollow1ng sense only known b1ases have been 1dent1f1ed and de11bérate n

i
d1stort10n cx m1sread1ng of the scholarly literatu e is aVOIded. Cbnsclously ¥

: partlsan pos1t10ns are acknowledged to be such. As suggested above students '

';_1n this class are also ass1gned the task of a reflexlve exerc1se° then the :

class as a whole undertakes a cons1deratlon of the un&esolved problematlcs,
. e., metaphysxcal metaeth1ca1 and ontologlcal questlons, for example ‘how

’;'does the unresolved "determlnrsm/voluntarlsm"1ssu apply here? 'The



.

K
/

in this context);-and g systematlc rev1ew of basic structural dimensions of

I
/

American society (e. g., 1Ls cap1ta11st economy , democrat1c herltage, and "mags'"

character, my argument would be that. too often one type of "structural" dimen~
s

sion is utlllzed 1n the analys1s of ¢ crlme and deviance, when a complex of dif- .-

bl :
ferent - albeit 1nteract1ng d1mens1ons.must be considered. ) o f(;

{ .

! ' Y

éome,Specific"PedAgogical Tactics
| . .
(At the beg1nn1ng of eachlcourse 1 contrast four-dlflerent styles of belng
a student. civil (simply stay1ng au&e and ot be1ng d1srupt1ve in class), pas-[
 sive (s1mply pay1ng attentlon to what is s”ld in-class, or read), act1ve (ta-
king notes), and critical *(not only taklng notes but th1nk1ng cr1t1cally about
what's belng sa1d - or read - and asklng challenglng questlons about ‘the same)

-~ Needless.to say, students are encouraged to str1ve toward the crltlcal style.

A number of pedagoglcal tact1cs were ut111zed in th1s course to help promote :
‘ this critical style | | -
) F1rst students were required to part1c1pate 1n a report to the class,,;;'; -
Students were glven a long llst of approprlate top1cs ‘to choose from' they were.» '
e " then as51gned to a "team with one fellow student. They were 1nstructed to '.jif :QE

‘% ) S
research the toplc (e.g., corporate pr1ce-f1x1ng), orepare a relatlvely short
) ‘

descr1pt1ve and analytlcal report, and then present - th1s report o the class },v
- " onan assigned date. This ass1gnment should promote cr1t1cal thlnklng, 1t also

allows: students to experlence collaboratlon = and learnlng - from a fellow StU‘:”wr&

,

' dent- and 1t enhances the development of Sklll (and conrldence) in the useful
g ‘ R

', art of oral presentatlon. The class reports generate class d1scuss10n, espe-“*v

fclaily 1nsofar as class members are usually more w1lllng to challenge the1r fel—;i

o low students, as opposed to the 1nstrurtor. The personal experlences and 0- ff;

: ~p1n10ns of students could“be brought'to bear on. most of the top1cs.
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advantage of this format, relatiVe'to a standard term paper, ;é that in'the
oral presentatlon 51tuat10n the student must have some understandlng of the
topic, and the problem of purchased, borrowed or plagxarlzed papers is dimln- '

, ished, Furthermore, .the whole class can benefit from the research effort. ;Ob-*‘

™

viously there are problems w1th oral reports.‘ they may be superficlal, poorly .
.organ1zed too broadly focused and - especlally poorly presented. 1 confront
this problem by prov1d1ng students with fairly detalled guldellnes suggeptlng ways v@

to focus upon a top1c and organlze the mater1a1 students are strongly encou=

ragxd to write cut their presentatlon, then outline the wrltten;ver81on, and - o
present their report from the oatline. A brief outline and bibliography are -to

be handed in, 'to assist the evaluation process. o .,"1
.t
Other pedagog1ca1 tact1cs ut111zed in thls course 1nc1ude the as31gnment

of 1-3 articles to students who are requ1red to give a brief summary and cr1t1-ffb .
ca1 assessment on an ass1gned date. Thls exercise sharpens cr1t1cal readlng |
skllls and breaks up the}lecture class with a student m1n1—1ecture ; the_
problem of limited attentlon spans is thus addressed. o R

\, St111 another tactic is per10d1c polllng of, the class on: subgectlve (e.g.,vf}

: whlch dev1ant or. 111ega1 act1v1t1es do you’ engage 1n, and whlch respectab1 : ;f{

©

Jstatuses or prOJectlons do- -you benef1t from7) and obJectlve (e g., sbould 1n-. B
dustr1a1 polluters go to pr1son7) questions. These polls - and the reported

results - generate d1scuss10n and reflection.
\.

In add1t10n to the requlred class report I offer students the possib111ty

M

of an opt10na1 paper. This opt10n is made ava11ab1e as a matter of falrness

0

y A
to students who perform best’ in th1s type of wrltten format Especlally 1n- :

3

‘vterestlng papers can be wr1tten 1n thlS course wh}ch 11nk,an autoblographlcal or

T

- exper1ent1a1(acc;unt w1th a broader theoret1ca1 or conceptual framework.ggv_p*,
Rt ‘ o v ' R

l




o is to stress 1nterpretat:ton and concepts ‘over; quant

Student ReSponse to the Course
: _ T

\

\

. ) B . \ ’ ' ’
Student response to this\c \ourse, polled through an anonymous questionnaire

administered at the end of the course, was generally very favorable. Reacti.on
to most* of the to'pics covered was positive because, as one student put-it, "we

come into contact thh them every day A basic 'challenge in this course is the |

\

generating of an awareness of and understa'dug of the perva51veness of respectable/
crime”and dev1ance in our everyday en 1$onment. p Naturally there was some. con-
cer;n w1th the number of top1cs dealt with in a slngle semester‘ 1nev1tably

cholces have to be made with regard to &-n\at types '/of activities will be gmpha-
s1zed. I o .

Read ng about the resoectable world - e.g., of .corporations - is boring to

some students, the intrinsic colorfulness ok\the world of ' nuts, sluts and

perverts" is m1ss1ng The issue (and subtle consequences) oé bemg» bored by, .
\ C,
the activities of at least some respectable ,_,__ch.mlnals has }c/> be addressed head-'

on. \'o
\ o ) . .
Class dlSCUSSlOI'lS wh1ch brought out a d1vers1ty of v1ewpomts were con-= N
.sidered 1nterest1ng A s1gn1f1cant level of amblvalence, confus1on and anta- ./

n

gonlsm emerges some of the - top1cs are too close to home.
- Students comnented favorably on sub_]ectlve 1llustrat10ns ut111zed by the

instructor'~ e.g., “The lectures were made interesting by g1v1ng examples -
1nclud1ng personal ones of how you had been affected. - People remeniher this :
type of thmg, and it makes studying easier." belleve the polnt/about re-

i tentlon is espec1ally telllng, there is a need to br1ng ourselves into the

__} topic, as th1s is somethlng the textbook doesn t general‘v do. ’

There were some expresslons of concern w1th the d1ff1cult1es of extractmg

" "hard" 1nformat10n in this course. 'Ihere 1s, of course, mmense wealth of g

datas 1nCth1s realm (much of 1t of questlonable vah y) but my preference '

1ab1e facts -
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It 'is admittedly d1fflcult to formulate proposltuxs which can Be translated ‘ s

" into non-trite true/false or mult1ple choice categorles. Thus tests stressed: . .

identifi*ations, matching and essays. c , .

Concluding,Renarks' - -/ R

dev1ant/behav1or of respectable 1nst1tutlons and‘cltlzens can be ea51ly summa- ;

-

. rlzed/ (1) The tremendous social econom1c, polltlcal and psyé ological 1mpact

|

/
crlmmnology an soclology

L
P

Oﬁ/éhls aét1V1ty, (2) Its traditional neglect in
|
courses;’ and (3) Its d1rectfrelevanca for the stu?ent as c1t1ze s as a profe351onala

/(1n law, cr1m1nal Just1ce or any other endeavor)} and as an 1nd'v1dual (actor

/

and V1ct1m) S : BRE | s
The obJectlves of th1s course are as follows: (l) Tb 1dent1 y the métho-

. and c1t1zens in. cr}me and deviance; (2) To sort our \the con eptual issues and e

°

/ dologlcal d1ff1cult1es in studylng the' involvement Kf/respe table 1nst1t tions-

a

J

tor1cally, cross-culturally, and typologlcally, (5) Tb sys ematlcally examlne L‘_iﬁ

‘o K ' the many forms of respectable crime \and dev1ance' governm ntal° corporate,

‘ /occupatlonal non-occupatlonal etc., (6) Tb’exam1ne the Jnuhal Justlce»sySQ'
I‘ tem response to th1s the of act1V1ty, (7) To examlne the famlly as a respecta--'ﬁi

'*‘ble 1nst1tutlon, and a locus or’ source of ¢rime and dev1‘ ce; (8) Tb exammne
. A L

.ﬁffthe demand ‘for respectablllty (e g.,~gay rlghts), the de ;berate reJectlon of

.v}respectab111ty (e g., the counterculture), and the para x| of respectab.l’ty

ft(e gesy. rellglous cults), and f1na11y, 69) To con51der e structural and cul-,:iwﬁ

éﬂtural/transformatlons necessary for a- non-exp101tat1ve, non-hypocrtlcal and

- tolerant society.
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., For Distribution at: ASA Pedagogical Roundtable, September 3, 1983
An Outline of a Syllabus for a course on: -
CRIME, DEVIANCE & RESPECTABILITY (S/CJ 116) | w | i

“ '

Course Description: This course will explore the various forms of inyolvement in
Illegal and deviant activity by respectable members of society and respectable social
institutions. Conceptual,' theoretical, historical, comparative and typological dimen-
sions will be considered. Special attention will be devoted to examining the origins
and meaning of the concept of "hite collar" crime, and to govermmental, corporate, '

and occupational crime and deviance. The category of occupational crime and deviance -

. includes the activities of entrepreneuers, retailers, professionals (e.g., medical
doctors) and employees. Additionally, the involvement of respectable members of
society in non-occupational forms of deviance, such as tax evasion, 'insurance fraud,
family-centered violence, aberrant sexuality, illicit drug and excessive alcohol use,
and the like, will be confidered. The response of the law and the criminal justice
system to the illegal and deviant activitii§ of the respectable elements will be studied

. The demand for respectability by some tradi§ionally deviant groups (e.g., homosexuals),
the deliberate rejection of respectabilityeby gome members of mi‘lle-clgss‘society'

- (e.g, hip ies), and the paradoxical status of some religious groups or cults (e.g.y
. "moonies’g‘will also be considered. Fin%;;y),L the course will conclude with an ana-

lysis of what must be don to diminish if/no} eliminate the crime and deviance of the

respectable. o : . ~
: : David O. Friedrichs i} . A
% Department of Sociology/Criminal- Justice -
\ \ - University of Scranton
I. Introduction to:the Course R . -
- A. Rationales and Objgsiives —- x .
B. Studying Crime, Deviance and Respectability .

‘1) Udresolved Philosophical Problematics and Basic Assumptions
2. Sticuctural Dimehsiops of American: Society \ '

o ) 3. Methods of Study and’the Problem of Bias - ‘ \
- 4. Official Statistics: What They Do and|Don't Reveal ~ : <y
5. The Poblem of“P@rspective: Interdisciplinary Dimensions and’ N
'+ Sociological Paradigms - - : :

I -C. "Tﬁe\CphCeptuaI“Islue

1I. Crime, Deviance and Respectability . S

A.- Theories and. Perspectiyves on Social Inequality, Law, Crime and Deviance

B. Ideology and the Critique of Respectability . b

. C. Concepts Applicable to the Study of Crime, Deviance and Respectability
'D.. ‘The Dramaturgic Perspective ' Y S S -

C. Careers in Deviance }

II1.The Historical Dimensidn and Moral Entrepreneuership .
Iv. Images of Crime, Deviance & Reé‘gctability:. Authority and Attitudes o -

,ﬁ/

7

V. A Typological and Comparative Perspecti&e

VI. Origins of thé Concept of White-Coldar Crime; An Overview of White-Collar Crime ;|
- . : . . . . . . — ‘ o /' .

VII. Goyernmental Crime and Deviance

ViiI. Corporate Crime and Deviance o A ' o
IX. Organized Crime and Respectable Business®s. ' ST

L . T WP ~




' . o ® . '
! . . / , , ‘ '
' X.  Occupational Crime e SR
. A. Entrepreneuers; Wholesa'le and Retail Merchants .
B. Professionals *
_ C. “Employee Crime: White-(‘ollar, Blue-Collar and Khaki-Collat
D, White~Collar Crime and Modern Technology. Computer Crime

XI. VIctims of White-Collar. Ctime | ' K N
XII. Violence and Respectability :

XILI. Respectable Crime and Deviance:' Non-Occupational
(Tax Evasion; Cugtoms Evasion; Buying Hot Goods; Insurance E’raud, Trffic
Law Violation) . R A
X1v. vlcta.mless Crime and Respectable People; Respectable People and Unre&pectab].e
" Unrespectable Actwitles

I -
4 \

XV‘\ , Respectable, Famihes and Deviance -

’ 1\

‘ XVI 'I‘ne Crimmal Just1ce System Response .
XVIB 'Ihe Demand Eor Respectabl,llty and DIgmty. " The Gay Rllghts Movéme L
XVIII .The ReJect\J.on .of Respectablhty‘ The Counterculture. ‘
XIX. The Paradox of Respectab111ty Rel;._g:.ous Cults
XK. Concludmg Retrospective: What /Can Be-Done? - - s .

o T




