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Agriculturalal_and: I

promote the study of the envnronment by Inhnms
studenits. Research projects are stressed: This fastback
Sug,gests classroom work and fleldwork for students to

uses-and to learn that wnse land use planning is

essential to future food production and the economy of

the State.
Why should We Be concerned WHen 'préducti'v'e'

' covered wrth asphalt and concrete for parklng, lots,,

highWEyS dnd airborts? Becéuse the 'p’roc'e';;s of land

is a flnrte resource. We all depend on it for our food
supply.

Ilinois ranks thlrd in the country in the amount of
prime farmland. Over two—thlrds of our rural land is
called prime — the very best. Prine farmland has the
soil quality and climate necessary to economlcally
jpirodice hu,h YIQIdJ of crops with the lowest input of
energy, when treated and managed properly It can be
farmed mdefmltely with good management. Between

1967 and 1977, however, an average 106,000 acres of
IIImoné ‘agricultural land was converted to other uses
each year. (See Netional Agrlcultural Lands Study; 1981)
That equals over one million acres lost to farming in
only ten years' And; if this trend continues at the same
rate, by the vear 2000 we will have lost enough

farmland to irreversible uses to equal the size of five or

Q”* Fooﬂ Factory in Danger?

AL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
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550 square mlles or approxtmately 353,000 acres.
Agrlculture is a big business in our State! We

con%lstently rank at the top in the Nation for corn and

soybean productlon and agricultaral exports: About

40% of the Illinois labor force is directly related to
agricultare: ¥

As the best land is converted to other uses, it will
cost farmers more to brtng marginal land into
productlon and keep it at hlgh Ievels of productwuty

Wise use of this natural resource — the soil — is

essential to all of us. It is the source of our food.

Cbijectives
Students participdting in this study will:

1. Understand that all food originates in the soil and
realize that soil is necessary for all life.

2. Understand the economic; ecological; and social
itnblicéitiéni of losing land through development and
suil érosion.

IIImots agrrcultural Iand
4. Realize that this issue concerns them personally
and develop an informed opinion about farmland loss.
Planning and distributing this fastback is a
cooperative venture between the United States
Department of Agriculture; Soil Conservation Service

and the lllinois Board of Education

/
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Pmductmn lncreases

Since World War I, technolor,y has xncreased crop
yxelds through the development of better fertilizers,
improved insect and weed control, and more productive

: plant varieties. Through technological advances and

improved management techniques, farmers are -
producing more on less land. Better machinery has
reduced time spent in the fields: Today's farmers car

produce 76% more crops on the same number of acres
than could the preceding generation. In the 1860’s one
farm worker grew enough food for 5 people; in the' ~
1960’s; 28 peaple; and today, 78 people are fed by unly
one farm worker. About 2% of the total U.S
population produces all the food and fiber supply in
our 'cOtjn't'rY

Surplus Spurs Exports
. High productivity has resulted in food 5urp|us whlch
.in turn ha< led to an increase in exporting. About $3
brlllon in U:S: agrlcultural products were exportcd in
1953 By 1981, that figure had ]umped to nearly $44
billion. Dependency on agrrcultural exports to reduce

nonagncultural trade deficits and provide stablllty to
the U.S. trade balance has grown. 1n 1980, 40% of
Amerlca 5 cropland harvest was sent overseas. That

year, farm exports coptnbdted a net of $23:2 billion to

"our balance of trade: Hlinois leads the Nation in the

amount of farm commodities exported: EXport sales
totalled nearly $3.6 billion in 1980; from a state
production total of nearly $8 billion in crops; livestock;
and-livestock products.

_ Non Agriciltural
Land 13%

”Parks, Wiidlife
and Other Land
4%

100% Illinots ~ approximately 35 million acres
87% Rural | Land = 31 4 millhon acres

Crop Land - 23 8 mullion acre
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Wood Land = 3 0 million acres
Parks. Wildlite Land, Windb
Greengens = 1.5 mihon ac
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* From 1977 Nnona: Eros,on Inven:dry USDA Soin Conservaladn Service

lncreased Produchon Stresses Land

Increased exports durlnt, the early 1‘)7()x caused
more land to be put intu production and more surplus
Some of this land was marginal for row crops, and
using it has g e1tly iricredsed erpsion. Each year 187

million tons of soil movement takes place on Hlinois

_ farmland as a resuolt of wind and water erosion: Intense

‘farmrng practices degrade and deplete the soil and
water resources. This causes produ ty levels to slow
down dramatrcally The rate of |ncrea$e in trop yields

1.6% in the 1960°s, but durrng tﬁhe71970 3 ytelds
increased at an annual rate of 76%.

Lost Land Hurts Agnculture
Other demands have- been put on the Iand The land

: best: sur'ed«toﬁm;r:‘.—mg is dko-trest smted 10 oth‘er usesT o

because it is level, well drained, and not sub;ect to

: tloodmg,

»*

7 The final report of the Task Force on the Future of
Hlinois which is affiliated with the llinois State

€hamber of €ommerce concludes, "By 2000, ll'ln0|s

farmland will reach capacity for absorbrng more crop
acreage and increased vields will no longer be ab'e to
tnnipensate for farmland losses.”
World Populatlon Grows )

Worid population reached 4, bllhon in 1975. The .
world also produced an.ali-time record harvest of about

. 3.3 billion metric tons of all kinds of food that year. By

1982 world population’had grown to 4 billion, 551
million. Populations grow exponentially, that is, they
‘double and quadruple. In 50 to 60 years the world
popiilation is expected to reach 8 billion. Our harvests
are not increasing at the same rate, however. The world
is supporting more and more people edch year. The
United States is helprng provide for a growing demand
for agricaltural products: Secretary of Agrlculture }ohn

Block predicts there will be a 60 to 85% increase in
demand for U.S. agricultural products in the next 20~
vears. Will we be able to keep up?

A&lcultural lndustfy and the Economy B

~ The agricultural industry exceeds $1 trillion in assets.
This is equal to about 889% of the capttal assets of all
manufacturing corporations in the U.S. One out ot
every 5 workers in the United States is conpected with
this xndustry — farming, transporting, manufacturing, or
marketmg ki [llinois, nearly 2/5'< of all jobs are related

to agrlculture With the pressures of intense farming

«contribating to soil loss through erosion and population

growth contrlbutmg to the loss of farmland %o other

uses; llinois’ economy can be adverselv affected.

}im Frank, superintendent of the Division of Natural
Resgurces {DNR), Nlinois Departmeént of Agricylture

(IDOA), comments on the economic problems involved
in conversion of farmland:

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Since September 1981, the Right to Farm Act has
protected farmers by limiting the conditions under

373 ';”f“] » X: ::778.97\;9}1759 _C,H,S,h, Vrng;-‘{ptﬁiD{fri fﬁfm which farming operations may be invoived ln nuisance
woere ) ) e continuing rate of tarmlanc
suits.
conversion this vould mean a loss of $21 million in * o
tdrim income In 1979, there wds one farm worker per Gh}fr\rges 'D,,l,;,',f,e“ﬂe,,, e
139 acres This 100,000 acres would mean 719 farm ~ Soil is necessary for food production. Food-is; and
workers looking tor jobs elsewhore " (See - . has been, relatiyely lTow priced and bountiful in
. PR eedings Of Governor's C onft*rvnce on the America. Abundance has allowed us to become used to
Préservation of /\;'ncultura[ Land 198())7 o a variety of plentiful, inexpensive foods. A hundred
ihis loss alw g{am(lg{()s the composliteiijgrlcu!t}{ral years ago, Americans spent about 0% of their income
\upport svstem of tarm supply businesses and food on food. Now, we spend less than 17%. No other
processing industries, : country can boast of this.

State Policy Developed ’ P . What about the future? We seem to be pushmg limits .
The State 1s working hard to conserve and prmt- ct its of technology and land. Will we experience h'ghi
agricuitural land One of the earliest strategies th it grocery prices and.food shortages? Will we change our

helped farmers keep their land in agricultural eating habits or our diets? We have in the past. We
production was the use of tax relief. Beginning in "971; consumE less eggs and animal fat now becatse of the
land could be assessed on its use value rather than its concern about high cholesterol. An agricultural
‘market Value. Later d Stdte policy advocating farmiand .economist- at-dowa State Yniversity calculatec-that: i/f ‘
protection evolved from the Rural Revitalization. Americans ate 25% less meat, grain exports could
‘Planning Program that was begun late in 1978. The double by 1985 without increasing production: Or is
objective of this program was to develop a strategy tc there another way Gut of this impending crisis?
guide activities of state agencie$ to avoid duplication r Conservation .
conflicts in rural revitalization efforts. . Conservation is defined as the wise use and
An act which provides for éstablishing local * \ management of our resources to insure the greatest
Agricultural Conservation and Protection Areas was d fe nber for the longest tim il
passed by the General Assembly, November 1979, to set good for the greatest number for the longest time. All
Ilvm things and our. natulal tesources are interrelated
state and local pohcy in statutes to protect agrlcultural 5 g
land. Executlve Order Number 4, 1980, requires state
Agencies to assess and modlfy the agricultural impact resource whether by conversion oF by water and wind
that their regulatlons ;procedures and programs will é'rb’éi'o’n énd we won't have tné abuhdance we KrowW
have on farmland: This order is the cornerstone of state today. ) .
policy because projects resaiting-in the conversion of Conservatlon i protecuon of farmland riow could
prime farmland and supported by any 'state and/or .
?ederal money a‘re - eF:)ppa dy fy 6;}1 . jai F/iaﬁil avert a food shortage in the future. Conscientious land
in | r o B fun ederal ...
L (07 OBHIG TURS. Teder use planning to encourage compact urbaa ateas and
farmland protection policy is Illinois
lepis] tlonp By&m - 19%2 Ey wast basgddon :1 s ber 4 w orderly urbanization of less productive land will reche
egisla i xecutive Order Number as
,,,,, pressure for conversion of farmland.
voted into law by the Illinois leglslature L .
. nc g;:wnevs had to apply fov the assessment A tax rollback penaltv was
: Sequence of Natlonal anﬂ State Events Leadmg imosed when ciigible farmiand changed use.
To Farmland Profectlon Policies 1973 Assessment profiram extended._to all counties, Owner still had 6. apply
alue _assessment on_all Illinois farmland for.tax equity.
.ﬁaiionai Eeenis evitalization Planning Program (R1P*) was organized. [t
A A oo . ed SLajgpollcy advocating farmland protection.
;?‘Ziéc‘:":‘:z"s" Unnshdm . hrn:l “’;r;\ﬁ"c;:(lf":;éﬁjgl\;nf;":miu‘Lla"l(';s"“d litinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) and Hlinois Institute of Natural
1976 US Council on | l‘n\lmnm;nlal | Quality (CEQ) asked Federal agencies to :Z;‘;gl:véosA(lNR)7M$ggac,oinsj, m%‘a :;ate stvatfegv for farmland. Dvese(v;tm
waluate th 1 of the progvams on farmiand - reorganized to create the Division of Natural Re’nurces (DNR) with
(i;;é U - the vpsponsnbnllty for soil and water conservation,
ST asscd the Agricultural Areas Conservatlon and onlectnon
ressures on farmiand caueed bv ther agtn e (mnnumum of 500 acves) that. when appvoved by lhe countlboavd stanas fov
1979 USDA and CEQ imtiated the National Agricultural Lamds Studv (N/\LS) to 10 years (renewable every 8 years) andmay not be assessed for any special
measure the US farmland rmouvce
1981 NIA[S cnnmmdd that the preservation ot U'S farmiand should bv an ssue
n lhe B() s
us ('ongvess p.\\wd the Farmiand Pr&erhon Pohcy /\r! subtitle |, of the ,
Agniculture and Food Act of 1981 which recognizes the value and imitations Coveynoy Thompson rssued Executive Order No. 4 which set 1IDOA as the-
;’(:rLIJr: rc‘:"":r":l':i U a :’:’":’("‘:l(::sa‘:r”:l"m‘:’p’:‘:"gt:egffg :;l;?:n‘:g:s;tzlgefgr"cy agency responsible for farmland preservation it required 9 state agencies
. 4 tribut :' US b ].c rsion. mvolved m development to complete pohcv statements by 1982 and formed
dbﬂ T\CY contribu IOT\ [+] arm an( onve lgte’ ’a’m and pveserva lon DOIICY
Sta]e Evenic Cénéval is Lan Resouvces Management Study
1971 Hlinors Sl and Water ('onsc rvation Dlsmr.s (SWC 's] were given missi
‘:E:an'l';:;:ﬁ Ig":ﬂ':t:ﬁ?ﬂ“(z’g';‘;::g;" Proposed land se changes on vacani and the private 36€tor on preservation of. fariniland. This committee is composed 5t
Use valiie (35 6BBOSEd (6 market valie) ASsessments.1or tax purposes were ﬁ::;:‘: (':";'_e’:ll ’;’:’s‘;‘r’;bx“;a':x:' t‘;'e";:;:t Ii’:;:;“;’;‘::;":";t:c‘: farming
authonzed by legislature 16r counties having a popalatinn aver 200,000 operations from nuisance stits under Cértam CoRAITIoNS . .
- 1982 1hinois cenmuwemmmmww
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What Happens When the Town Moves

in on thé Farm?

“The Ieadlm, cause of farmiand loss is unpldnncd suburh.m (iovvlopm('nt sometimes catled ‘leap trog’ or
scattershot development because it often skips over land close (o town and <orawls out over the country-

side in a random pattern Such development not only takes farmland dcrectly out of product:on but also
tends' to create conditions that make it unpleasant for farmers and homeowners alike ™ (See Disappearing
Farmlands: A Citizen’s Guide to Agnicultural Land Preservation, 1979) . . .

Poteniml problems tor
suburbanites who move
to poorly planned
housing developments on
lands which had been in
agriculture

Poternitial problems for
farmers: (Sge Impacts of
Rural Residential
Developmem on
Ad;acenl Farming
Gperatnom in DeKalb, .
itlinais; 1980:)

Other carrent pressures
on farm operations; not
necessarily related to
subdivision building on
agricultural lands

1. Higher taxes required to provnd(' utilities and (ommumn wrvnces
Decreased land available to re (mvc rainfall increases the hazard of Hoodm;,

caused by runoff o :
Loss of dg,multural business — suppliers of nmch:pnry xew{ and chemicals —

due to decreased demand, meins loss of jobs and income in community

Loss of aesthetic “open space” [

. Loss of Iocally grown produce . \
. Higher food prices. - '

~ .

- Farmr odorsemoise frem farrn raxchinery, presernceof- agric uftur‘ﬁ hvm'lca'l'.s‘,“;‘i'rid"‘

blowmng dust, soil--and ag_‘rncult[jral chemicals are potential numances

. v

- Decrease 1n yields and nncrease in production casts.

2. Complaints of dust; sprays: énd smellx from homeosiers, zind thireats of posslble

10.
11.

Hw N

'

tegal action.

Curtailed hours in machme operation.

Difficult dccess to fields qeparated by roads, subdivisions; etc

. Vandahzed property, trash and htter dumped on fields; yield lossw from

crampled crops

property or crops. -

- Changes in water drainage patterns End mcreased runoff water from the more

impervious surfaces, caused by houses, roads, new shopping centers, etc.

. Farm labor becomes scarce and more expensive because of compet:tnon with

higher paying city |obs

. Increased distance to travel for supphes as agri- busxness is forced elsewhere by

decreased demand in area: : .

Suburban pets can harass and harm' hvestock

Reluctance to expand livestock operations because of proxnmlty to subdivision.

. Rising enargy costs due.to shortages:

. Land taxed at market value mstead of a rirultural value

- o
Limited technology for producing highzr vields
High mlerest rates on loans.

v
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“Préparation’

Simulated Land Use Decision In Your
Community

Number of farticipants: 15-35

Time At feast 1'% hours

Oblectlves .
students will partic |pt1tc n problem solvmg, lney w;ll

fedrn how to cibtdin aopropn.tte ddta, explore’possible

vulutxons to problemis. and dttempt to mdke an

vd umted chouce bzudents wxll conmder economic,’

iu |stonn1amm., rhe\ will conslder thiese deusnons from

ditfering ponits of view that dpvelopers husnneﬁsmen

tarmers; and other special interest groups mav have
regarding land use:.

~ Students will need to answer these questions about.
their community: What is the main economic base of
the community?_Is'vacant land available within
developed areas? Are there city and county plans for
extending growth outside the area? What is the capacity
and range of existing utilities and services, i.e., water,
sewer, phone, electricity, schools, transportation, police
and.fire protection? Are sail 3urveys available? Do the:
soil factors erodibility factors, « id productivity levels
indicate the'land is bést for agriculture? Are there
<ppcmity crops grown in the arpa? Are there dn\,

Lommumty? what are the responsnbmtnes ol than in

vour community who serve on the soil and water
conservation district board, the' County Plannlng,
Commission; the Chamber of Comrierce, and the tarm

Lo ST g

orghnization committee?

Assign students these topics for written or oral
reports Share these with the class before attempting
the simulation.

Obtain a prime farmland map and a county map, if

avanlable from the USDA So:l Conser\/atxcr Serwce

vour county from the Department“of Transportatron
Room 217, 2300 South Dirksen Parkway, Springfield,
lllinois 62764; ta ger maps are also available.

. belc-ct three or four alternate sites for the snnulatron._
txamples of somt of the problems which shotild arjse
from proposed sites are: taking agricultural land out of
production, encouraging urban sprawl, extending
utilities and services, proposed land conversion causing
confllcts between landowner rights and community

interests, environmental hazards — i-e: pollution; etc:

RIC
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Choosmg Groups

' There are several types of groups you may want to
use. Various groups include:, :
The County So:l and Water Conservatlon Dlstrlct Board

conservation.

The communlty Chamber of Comimerce represents
urban business 4niterests.

The farm organization commxttee erresents farmers’

and roral agri-business interests:

The County Planning €ommission represents short- and

Iong-term-interests for the coanty and communlty

The Contractors’ Union represents dexelopers’ interests:

Wildlife interest group:

Citizen’s Committee on Economic Incentives; etc

Procedure .
Explain that each person in the class will be |om|ng

will be to convince the Town Board; through a verbal’
presentation, that their proposal for development of one
of the alternative sites is the most beneficial for the
community and its population.

DWIde the cIass into frve or rore gr;)ups Have each

member After ‘assigning each group its speCIal lnterest
or agenty, explaln that the group isto choose one of

Stress that they need to use their imagination and that

the group which considers the most factors will

probably be the most convincing: Give them twenty

minutes or more to plan all detalls

Assign the “newly elected” board members a speclal
interest area such as economic advantages and
dnsadvantages concern for the environment;
sociological concerns, etc. Remind them that they

should be able to justify the final site decision to the

Farmland Preservation Advisory Committee at the state -

level. N

When planmng is flmshed convene and give each
group five minutes to give its presentation to the Board.
Make sure that gach group gives the presentation as a
group to insure total participation. After each
presentation, allow the board members to ask one or
two dquestions, t{:cn g0 on to the next group. When the
presenlatlons ar complete you may want to have a

1-or 2-minate rebuttal. The Town Board should be given

five to ten minutes to make a decision and their

presentatlon should |ust|fy their decision to the entire
group {who ¢an now represent the Farmland

Preservation Advrsory Commlttee)

~

~

ong.of.the spacial interest groups whose main. pUIpOSE. ... .. .

NI
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The Sitaation

Give each group a copy of the srtuahon and the task;

. A company wants to build a new plant’in
- {name of town): They claim they will

-proyide about 300400 new jobs. About 160 acres are

required by the company. They also need rail as well as
other transportation for their products. .

Prior to expanding, the company plans to farm an_
area of the land not under development. The potential
expansion will involve a new process utilizing heavy
chemicals. This company has had trouble at other
locations because of its lack of concern for pollutlon
control.

The presrdent (and Iargest shareholder) of the

company chose your community because he warits to

retire in several years and live close to his grandson
who already lives in -
{name of town).

Four sites are available. Which does your group thlnk

.. is bestl Is there an alternative site? _©*

4 e e e PR .
R — .-

Q
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Task

) Your specnal inteiest group i to convince the Town

Board that your chosen site is the best and rhost

feasible. When preparing your presentation to the

board consrder the following aspects: 4

- Farmland conversion .

. Cost

. Publjc opinion

Income

. Lakor

. Services

. Recreation

. Environmental iimpact

. Other areas of concern -
N

Follow-Up e

Simulate the pl’ocess to create an agrlcultural area in
your county. Related land yse srmulatlon' moral
dilemma stories, and roleplaymg situations may be »
tound in envuronmental va

Nviro ues clanflcatlon books: i

e —

Activities In and Out of the Classroom

1. Take a tour in your area to see examples
of: ) ) o o o
a. prime farmland and other fartnland
" b. areas zoned for-development
c. examples of rural residential and *
~ development
2’ Measure the am0unt of land covered by the
lnterchange on a Iarge hlghway

lea'pf’rbg"

3. Arrange to attend, a county or community planning

commission meetrng

4. Invite an: SWCD director to come to yotr class and
dlscuss the responsibilities of the SWCD Board; the
plans and pro;ects the Board is working on;, and
county policy on issues such ayfa&qnland
conversion.

5. Contaé;t the USDA SO|I Conservation Service dlstrlct
conservationist in your county. Ask for information
about soil surveys — how they are made and how
they can be used. Also ask for information about

_ prime farmland in the county..

6. Plot changes in ownership and land use over the

~ yedr of a period of years on a community map.

7. Follow the State government activities involved thh
preserving farmland. CO’,‘!Z‘P‘,?he Iinois Department

~ of Agriculture, Division of Natural Resources, State .
'legislators, and local representatiyes: Ask for

information concerning State pohmes on farmiand. «

8 Take a field trip to the community water supply and

purification plant and the sewage d:sposal plant.
Diagram how much land is used; how much is
prime; which soils are present; and how it is zoned.
Be sure to find out when the plant was built and
what the-long-range plans are.

RIC
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9. Visit food proCessing plants. Develop a flow chart
and/or map of production from field to grocery. Ask
for information about the costs of taw materials,
processing, packaging, transporting, and marketing.

. Visit several local food market$ Choose a.
supermarket, cooperative market, and fresh
vegetable stand. Find out how far variety foods
haVe to be transported Chart costs, mrleage and

type of transportation:

1. Prepare a display illustrating current and/or ideal

- T e T

long-r:.nge planning for your community:

Hold a poster or button deSIgn contest; developlng

12.

artwork and siogans to create awareness of thls Iand

and,other businesses. The wrpnlng poster entry
could be printed on grocery bags.




Resources’

Péijﬁlé - o
ater Conservation Distrig '(SWCD 's) are
organlzed in every county in Il||n0|s Each is z._,overned
by a board of five directors, who have a great deal of
expertise in helplng individual farmers solve various

erasion and sedimentation problems. They also have

responsibility for implementing the State Erosion and
Sediment Control Guidelines. The SWCD's have legal
authority to review and comment on any proposed land ’
use 'ch'a'n'g;é's on yacant and aéricult'urai Iands Within the
commrttee of the Assoclatlon of inois SWCD s to help
the district directors make decisions regarding land use
changes. ) ) *
The USDA S So+L onservation Service (SCS) was
estabhshed on April 27, 1935 to provide technical
expertise in agronomy, blology engineering. and
_ forestry to assist landowners in controlling erosion and <
~Usedimentatior. “SUS Ras assisted it the development of
many conservation plans for individual farmers and
groups. ¢
~This agency is responsuble for carryiig out the

provisions. of the 1981 Farmland Protectlon Pollcy Act

personnel and have relied upon that agency’s technical
expertise when woiking wrth farmers and others within
the county ; .
The Ci ¢ (CES) has offrces )
serving every county in the State. The primary thrust of
the Extension Service is education. CES is a cooperative
ef{ort between Federal, State, and local governments:
The Hlinois Department of Agnculture Division of
Natural Resources, (IDOA; DNR) is a State government -
agency concerned with soil erosion; water quality; land

reclamation; and farmland preservation:

Reading Materials

Freilich. Robért-H: and Linda Kirts Davis: 1979: “Saving

the tand: The Utilization of Modern Techniques of
Growth Management to Preserve Rural and
Agricultural America” U. S. Government Printing
Otflce Was‘ungton D.C

__ Presersation.” IJhno:s Ag.rcultural Association,

NOTE: The last page of this pooklet should be &

reproduced for your students.

Answers to the farm quiz:
{

1 _’_ The average 1arm worker {owner, famiiy beip. and lired helpl produces

. enaugh 1o teed and clothe 78 DeoPle.
2 A large tractor can co3t as much as $100 000 or r the cqunvalent o' .
twelve cars at $8.300 each A new tractor is a targe investment for the
. average tarmer - _
3 b An acre is 43 sw square 'eet o' ground A mimmum nz(‘d h)otball held
wou'd be about 48,000 square feet One acre would hold four ity lots
measuring 60 feet x 181 feet.

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Bloomrngton Illinois: .
Hinois.Institute of Natuoral Resources {now-Department
@ of Energy and NaturaI’Resources) Environmental
Management Dwrsnon 1980. “Proceedings of
) Covetnor s Conference on the Presegvation of, )
) AgriEUItural Lands.” State of IHlinois; Springfield.
. Document No: 80/26. '
Krohe, James, jr. 1981. “Breadbasket or Dust Bowl? “the-
Future ;)f lllmous Farmland “ IHmons lssues, :

Natnonal Agrlcultural Lands Study, (NALS]. 198@.
“Interim Report No. 1.” U.S. Government Printing
Office, Washington, D.C.

National Association of Counties Research Foundatlon
1979: "Dlsappearmg Farmlands: A Citizen's Guidé to

- Agricalthral tand Preservation:”

Northern Illinois University; Center for Governmental
Studies. 1980. “Impacts of Rural Residential
"Development on Adjacent Farming Operations in
DeKalb; Illinois.” Northern Illmors Unwer,sjty Press

DeKalb, Minoms. o - .
United States Department of Agrrculture Yearbook
1979. “What's To Eat? And Other Questlpns 7Krds

Ask About Food.” Stock No. QO1-0(;)(FOZD§L3NU S.
Governmient Printing Office, Washington,.D.C.

Movnes and Slrde Sets f' o

“Corn or Concrete?” 1980 12 m|nutes 16 mm”fllm

= {INinois farmland conversion problems) illinois
Department of Agriculture, Division of Natural
Resources. Agriculture Bu:ldrng State Fairgrounds;
Springfield; lilinois 62706

“The Prlce of Abundance " 1982 29 m|nutes 16 mm

human resources and- for ecologrcally sound
agricijlture) Shawnee Resource Consewation and
Marlon lL 62959. s
"Lan‘d Use: A Moral Dllemma ” 1980 35 mmutes )
16 mm film. LLooks at the Nation s 'a*gric'ultural -
product|on C pabllrtles and ref'ects on past land
use and resOurce use attltudes) Shawnee RDSOurce
Conservation and Development Area
“Our Yanishing Farms.” 1981. 149 slides/audio tape.
(Summary of the National AgrlCulturaI tands Study.)

lllinois Cooperative Extension Service. .

“Where Have All the Farmlands Cone?” 1981: 13 V4«

minutes slide/audio tape. {iilinois prime farmland.)
USDA Soil Conservation Service.

It takes about 18 months trom the time a calf s bmn until jt 13 fully grown

and ready to be butchered tor beef

5 Al JThe tree will average five to ten bushels of appies per year At sixty -
ounds per bishel, the asetage trer would bear. about 450 pounds of | it

Two pounds of appl€s are needed to make a pie.’,

a_Fo

6 _F- A single. chicken will lay one egg each day for approximately 240 davs
drsng.the vear t a fertilized egg s placed in an incubato? 1t shouid hatch
. 1n 21 days
7 . More land 13 used to grow corn than lnv other crop and :orn prov-dn

- more food for people_and ammals than.aay other cfop.— - -
B T A cow will iroduce 72 §lasses af mik dadv_for about 300 days Per vear

9 i inthe sin_months before it reaches a market weight of 220 puunds, a pig
may be ted 680 pounds of feed, which includes 580 pounds of corn and 100
- pounds of soybean mezl. along with vitamin and mineral supplements
10 —F— Thjs--mountgi wool is more than enough to make a threepleie suit
for your father
.
;O -




Tractor

Beef Cattle

'[ho’ugh’t for Food
Most of us know what a cheesebgrger tastes like, but
.. where does it come from?.Imagine a cheeseburger with
" all the fixings — meat; cheese; bun; onion, relish, and
ketchup. The meat comes from beef cattle, which feéd
on grass and grain crops. Cheese is a milk 'p'r'o’dij'ct
usually obtained from dairy cattle, but it could be a
,soybean product. The bun is made from flour whxch is
" ‘made from wheat. The onion andwcucumbers used in
making the relish and the” tomatoes used for the
ketchup are all fatm or garden products Everythmg
starts on the farm. They al! depend on the sqil: You can

see why it's so rmportant to all of us that farmers take

good care of their land and use it for agriculiture.

Harvest

Grain Elevator
Bushel of Cucumbers

Jar of Pickles

Bakéry

Freld of Plants

Lé/ttuce

~

Tomato Plant

' hy 1 |M“‘.

R \ " ks T ..-.un_z.i
Cucumber Vine .

Butcher

A}

L

ch on Milking Machine

(’.

Dairy Person -

<&

How Much Do You Know About Farms? -

Do .you know how much we depend on the’ busmess

. of agriculture in this country? Do you know how manv

Q

things that we use every day come from the American
farm? .
Test yourself tor see how mach xou know. The

followmg statements are ‘either true or false. Read each

one carefully-and then put é “T br an “F"" in the blank.

/

1: One A—Eé?rcéﬁ farmer gréws eriijijéh fbod )
each year to feed ten people

. A large_tractor used by the American
farmer may_cost as much as twelve cars.

3. One acre of land is about the size of a
‘football field. :

— % It takes a newborn calf about five vears to
become fully grown. 8
' r ,
vy

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

S When an average apple tree is fully
- grown; it will produce enough apples, for
.about 225 pies every year. . :
6. A single-chicken will lay about 365 eggs a
year.
7. Farmers in the Umted States grow about
_ half of the world’s corn.
8. One dairy cow may- produce 72 glasse< of
_ milk daily.
9. To reach a market werght of 220 pounds
@ pig must eat 220 pounds, of feed:
10. On the average, a year old cheep wﬂl

r-roduce about 8%; pounds of wool
3

.

Now, take this quiz home and let your 55?&5{5 try it.

From  National FlUture Farmers of America Foundation
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