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RJRAL EDJCATION POLICY FOR THE 80'S

IT IS A PERSONAL PLEASU RE) AND PROFESSIONAL PRIVILEGE; TO AGAIN ADDRESS THE

ANN4 AL CONFERENCE OF THE RJ RAL EDU CAT ION ASSOC IAT ION THE 75TH ANNUAL

CONFERENCE OF ONE OF THE OLDEST AND -MOST EFFECTIVE RJ RAL EDJCATION ADVOCACY

ORGANIZATIONS IN EXISTENCE= IN SPEAKING AT YOUR CONFERENCE LAST YEAR IN ROCK

PORT, MAINE, I STATED MY CONVICTION THAT- YOUR ORGANIZATION, AND ITS MEMBERS,

ARE IMPORTANT TO THE AU TU RE OF THIS COU NTRY AND REPRESENT MJ CH OF WHAT IS GOOD,

STRONG ENEU-R-I-N-G- AND P-ROM-I-S-ING, BOTH IN CU R SOCIETY AND IN CU R EDJ CAT IONAL SYS-

TEM ; MY CONT I NU ED ASSOC IAT ION WITH YOUR ORGAN IZAT ION 'S LEADERS DJ RING THE PAST

C

YEAR, AND .MY FREQUENT REVIEW OF YOUR OBJECT IVES AND ACTIVITIES THROU GH THE REA-

NEWSLETTER AND OTHER COMMUN ICAT IONS HAVE ONLY SERVED TO STRENGTHEN THAT CON-

V ICJ ION WE SINCERELY APPREC IATE YOJ R EFFECTIVENESS IN PROVIDING LEADERSH

TO AND IN REPRESENTING RJ RAL EDJCATION, ITS SCHOOLS, ITS TEACHERS, ITS ADMIN I-

STRATORS AND ITS STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES= I AM ALSO +MORE AWARE OF THE.

COMPLEXITY OF YOUR TASK = AS MARY B= L IV INGSTON, INSTRU CT IONAL SPECIALIST WITH

THE UTAH STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDJ CAT ON, TOLD US AT THE AASA ANNJ AL LEGISLATIVE

CONFERENCE IN WASHINGTON LAST MONTH, "BEING A SMALL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR IS

LIKE TRY ING(cO Pi T SOX ON AN OCTOPUS ;"

I BRING You THE WARM GREET I AGS AND BEST WISHES OF SECRETARY BELL= I JO IN HIM

IN CONGRATULATING YOJ ON THE EXCELLENT WORK THAT MR ORGANIZATION IS DOING IN
\-

RJ RAE.; AMER ICA YCU HAVE PROVEN TO BE AN ENDJ RING VO ICE FOR RURAL EDJ CAT ION IN

THE CONT INU ING. NATIONAL DEBATE ON THE EDJ CAT ION POLICIES THAT THIS COUNTRY

SHOJ LD ADOPT IN THE Pi RSU IT OF EXCELLENCE IN ED.1 CAT ION ; WE" ARE PLEASED W ITH THE

"COOPERATIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE REA AND THE

DEPARTMENT OF EDJ CAT ION



WE PLAN TO. ANNCUNCE TODAY, ON BEHALF OF _SECRETARY BELL, THE ISSUANCE OF

A -DEPARTMENT OF EEL/ CAT ION RU RAL. EDJ CAT ION POL ICY STATEMENT- ALTHOUGH THAT

ANNOUNCEMENT; AND THE CONTENT OF THE POL ICY STATEMENT, W ILL BE THE MAJOR FOW S

OF MY. REMARKS TODAY, I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO COVER TWO OTHER TOP ICS : FIRST;

I W ILL BR IEFLY DISCUSS SOME OF THE CHARAETER IST (CS OF FL1 RAL AMERICA AND RURAL

EDJ CAT ION WHICH CONFRONT US IN THE 89's AND, SECOND, REVIEW WITH YW A FEW OF

THE WAYS WE ARE ADDRESS ING THOSE ..SSU ES AND NEEDS

THE 1980 CENSUS REVEALED THAT THE FiJ RAL POFULAT ION OF TH IS CW NTRYI IS A SIZABLE

ONE: 5 9 5 MILL ION AMERICANS /IS DEFINED IN THE 1980 CENSUS, THE RJ RAL POFU LA"

T ION COMPRISES AL PERSONS L IV ING CUTS IDE URBAN IZED AREAS (IN THE OPEN COUNTRY

OR IN COMM N IT IES WITH LESS THAT Eta) INHABITANTS IT ALSO INCLU DES THOSE

LIVING IN AREAS OF EXTENDED CITIES W ITH A POPULAT ION DENSITY OF LESS THAN IWO

INHABITANTS. PER SOU ARE MILE ; THIS , INC IDENTALLY, IS THE DEF IN IT ION OF THE RJ RAL

PORJLAT ION THAT IS USED IN THE DEPARTMENT'S RURAL MCAT ION POL ICY STATEMENT

WE HAVE EXPERIENCED DJ R ING THE LAST DECADE THE LARGEST GROWTH IN W R RURAL .

POFULATION IN ANY DECADE IN ONE, HUNDRED YEARS HE RU RAL POPULATION INCREASED

FROM 5 3.6 M ILL iON MEN,, WOMEN, AND CHILDREN IN 1970 TO 595 M ILL ION IN 1980

A GROWTH RATE OF 11 .1%;

STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM, A- IGN IF ICANT PORT ION OF THE GROWTH IN URBAN AREAS IS

ACCW NTED FOR 'BY THE GROWTH "IN RU RAL AREAS 111E TO THE PHENOMENAL GROWTH IN

OUR RURAL POPU LAT ION, MANY RURAL COMMIN IT IES EXPER IENCED A POPU LAT ION GROWTH

THAT FU HED THEM OVER THE MAGIC ACC MARK, AND THEY WERE NO LONGER fiRU RAC'



AS DEFINED IN THE 1980 CENSUS MOREOVER; REAL GROWTH, THAT IS GROWTH IN; THE

TOTAL .AREA OF LAND CONSIDERED URBAN AND THE ACCOMPANYING GROWTH IN ROM LAT ION,

WAS OFTEN DJ E TO /THE ANNEXATION OF R11 RAL AREAS BY INCORPORATED PLACES OF Z, 00

OR MORE PORJ LAT ION... ALL OF THE GROWTH IN CUR RU RAL POPU LAT ION WAS DJ E TO

GROWTH IN THE NONFARM POFU LAT ION THE FARM PORJ LAT ION ACTUALLY DECLINED IN THE
4

1970's TH IS HAS MAJOR IMPL ICAT IONS FOR THE EEU CAT ION AND RURAL DEVELOOMENT

STRATEG IES THAT WE SHOULD EMPLOY FOR THE 1980's

IN SPITE OF TH IS TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN OUR FtU RAL. PORJ LAT ION, RJ RAL AMERICA

CONT INJ ES TO EXPER IENCE- A DISPROPORTIONATE SHARE OF THE EEU CAT IONAL AND

ECONOMIC DEPR IVAT ION THAT EXISTS IN THIS CCU NTRY THOU GH THERE HAVE BEEN GA INS

MADE IN THESE AREAS OVER THE LAST _DECADE, RJ RAL 'COMM N IT IES CONTINUE TO LAG

BEHIND THE REST OF AMERICA IN EDJCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AND ECONOMIC WELL-BE ING

WHILE THE POVERTY RATE ROSE FROM 10 .7 TO \11:9 IN METRO AREAS, IT ROSE `FROM 13-4

TO 15 ,4 IN RURAL AREAS THESE CHARACTEK IST ICS OFTEN CONTR !BITE TO OUR RU RAL

"IMAGE PROBLEM " IN MANY PEOPLES MINDS , "RURAL" TOO OFTEN CONNOTES A LACK OF

ABILITY, A LACK OF C1J LIU RE, OR A LAO( OF OTHER QUAL IT IES RATHER THAN A VIABLE

ALTERNATIVE TO AN URBAN SETT ING THAT CONNOTAT ION IS UNFORTIAN TE, IS UNTRU E)

AND IT MJ ST BE CCU NTERED WITH FACT RURAL AMERICA IS VERY HETEROGENEOJ S

.

THE TERM R h RAL ALSO IMPLIES SMALL COMMJN I1T IES AND LOW PORJ LAT ION DENS IT IES

TH IS MEANS GREATER ISOLAT ION AND GREATER D IFF ICU LTY IN DELIVERING SERVICES,

WHETHER THEY ARE HEALTH SERVICES, EDJCATIONAL SERVICES OR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT



3

RURAL SCHOOLS (67% OF ALL SCHOOLS) AND RJ RAL STUDENTS (33% OF ALL STUDENTS)

EXPERIENCE DISTINCT EDJCATIONAL PROBLEMS AND EXIST IN UNIQUE SUBOJLMJRES-

RJRAL SCHOOLS CHARACTERISTIALLY HAVE HIGHER ATTRITION RATES AND LOWER ACHIEVE-

MENT LEVELS THAN THEIR URBAN CCUNTERPARTSi ALTHCUGH RURAL AREAS ARE RAPIDLY

GROWING IN POPULATION THEIR TAX BASES ARE440T' EVEN THOUGH RJRAL SCHOOLS:

COMMIT GREATER PERCENTAGES OF THEIR LOCAL RESCURCES TO EDJCATION, RJRAL SERVICES

( COST MORE THAN COMPARABLE SERVICES IN URBAN AREAS BECAUSE OF EXPENSIVE TRANS-

PORTATION REQUIREMENTS IN REMOTE, SPARSELY POPULATED AREAS, SCARCITY OF PRO-

---FESSIONAL-RESBURCES-AN-D A-WHOLS-HOST:-OF=-OTHER-FACTORS.- TQESE-ARE-FACTSOF-

RJRALLIFE.RURALDEVELOPMENTISINHIB=BY LIMITED SUPPORT SERVICES;

LIMITED LEVELS OF AVAILABLE PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE AND LIMITED ROLE MODELS

AND EXPOSURES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.

HOWEVER) 'ON THE PLUS SIDE, RJRAL AMERICA ENJOYS A RICHER AND MORE DEEPLY ROOTED

,OJLMJRAL HERITAGE AND STABILITY THAN TRANSIENT URBAN CENTERS RJRAL

AMERICANS ARE CHARPbTERISTICALLY SENSITIVE, RESPONSIBLE AND CARING, AND AMONG

1-E FINEST PEOPLE ANYWHERE RJRAL AMERICA HAS ATREMENDOUS UMBER OF POSITIVE

QUALITIES AND MAY, IN FACT, BE THE'BEST PLACE TO LIVE AND TO RAISE A FAMILNt

ICCULD,ANDPERHAPSSHCULD,SW-CH MORE ABOUT THE UNIQUENESS OF RJRAL
11j

AMERICA AND THE IMPORTANCE OF RJRAL EDJCATION BJT I WILL MOVE PN TO A BRIEF

REVIEW AND UPDATE ON OUR DEPARTMENT OF EDJCATION ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT OF RJRAL

EDJCATION- IN EARLY FISCAL YEAR 1982, WE CREATED THE DEPARTMENT'S INT6-AGENCY

COMMITTEE ON,RURAL EEUCATION AS OUR RESPONSE TO SECTION 206 OF THE DEPARTMENT

OF EDJCATION ORGANIZATION ACT (P-L. 96788); SECTION 206 DIRECTED THE ASSISTANT

SECRETARY FOR VOCATIONAL AND ADJLT EDJCATION TO "PROVIDE A UNIFIED APPROACH TO ;

.

RJRAL EDJCATION AND RJRAL FAMILY EDJCATION THRCUGH THE COORDINATION OF PRO-

GRAMS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT AND TO WORK WITH THE FEDERAL INTERAGENCY-



COMMITTEE ON Eiji CAT ION (FEE) TO COORDINATE RELATED ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS OF

OTHER FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND AGENC IES THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF REPRESENTA

TIVES FROM THE 14 PRINCIPAL OFF ICES OF THE DEPARTMENT I .CHA IR THE COMMITTEE

W ITH DR DJANE M N IELS EN SERVING AS V ICECHA IR WE ESTABLISHED A BIMONTHLY

SCHEDJ LE OF REGULAR MEETINGS, WITH DETAILED TIMELINES AND A MANAGEMENT PLAN

FOR w. ACTIVITIES A RE(3JLAR FEATU RE QF MACH MEET ING HAS BEEN AN INDEPTH,

DETAILED PRES ENTAT ION BY ONE OF THE 14 PRINCIPAL OFF ICES ON ITS RU RAL EW CAT ION

ACT IV IT IES THESE REPORTS ARE DISCUSSED AND 'ANALYZED FOR POTENTIAL

-gi Ifs

A SYSTEM OF SUBCOMMITTEES WAS DEVELOPED TO PERFORM SPECIFIC TASKS AND TO HELP

COORDINATE FLI RAL ED.) CAT ION ACTIVITIES THESE INCLU DED DEV ELOPING A RESW RCE

DIRECTORY. OF FU RAL EDj CAT ION CONTACTS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT, COMPILING

INFORMATION ON RJ RAE EEU CAT ION ACT IV IT IES AND REVIEWING LEGISLATION, REGJ

T IONS AND PROCUREMENT ACTIVITIES FOR THEIR EMPHAS IS ON RJ RAL EDJ CAT ION
- 4

LINKAGES AND.CONTINUING COMMJ N ICAT ION:3 WERE ESTABLISHED WITH MAJOR ORGAN IZA

TIONS IN RIJ RAL EilJ CAT ION, SU CH' AS, THE R.1 RAL EDJ CAT ION ASSOC IAT ION I HAVE

THOROU GHLY ENJOYED MY CONTACTS WITH ROY BFLIBACHER, IM HESS, JOE NEWLIN, AND

OTHERS OF YW WHO ARE IN THE AUDIENCE HERE TODAY OF COURSE- A MAJOR

COMMITTEE ACTIVITY WAS THE INITIATION OF WORK ON THE DEPARTMENT'S RURAL

EDJ CAT ION POLICY STATEMENT A SPECIAL SUBCOMMITTEE WAS CREATED TO ASSIST WITH

THAT TASK

WE HAVE CONT DU ED THESE IN IT IAT IVES THRW GHWT F ISCAL YE 1983 SOME OF YOU

HAVE ATTENDED CUR REW LAR B IMONTHLY MEETINGS AND WE HOPE YW W ILL CONT INU E

TO DO SO MINUTES OF EACH MEETING ARE ROUTINELY SENT TO DR NEWL IN AND HE

IN TURN, SHARES THEM WITH THE REA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE THE WORK OF THE SUB-

7
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COMMITTEES CONTINUES AND WE HAVE COMPLETED THE FIRST SERIES OF. INDEPTH, .

D ETAIL ED REPORTS BY EACH OF THE 14 PRINCIPAL OFF ICES ON THEIR RJRAL L EDJCATION

ACT IV IT IES THE REPORT_ OF THE OFF ICE OF POSTSECONDARY EDJCATION WAS SUMMARIZED

IN THE LATEST ISSUE OF REA NEWG DR N IELSEN ADDRETED THE FEBRUARY

CONFERENCE OF PEOPLE UNITED FOR RURAL EDJCATION AND CONTINUES TO WORK CLOSELY

WITH NJ MEROUS ORGAN IZAT IONS AND IND IV ID.1 ALS INVOLVED IN RL1 RAL HU CAT ION

WE HAVE DEVELOPED THE DEPARTMENT 'S nRIJRAL EDJ CAT ION AND RURAL FAMILY

EDJCATION POLICY FOR THE 80's" WHICH WAS RECENTLY APPROVED AND SIGNED

,t.414,r4c-..1 I HAVE APPOINTED A PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR A NATIONAL

RJRAL EDJCATION CONFERENCE WHICH, I AM PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE, WILL BE SPONSORED

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDJCATION AND HELD IN WASH INGTON, DC, IN THE SPRING OF

1984 SEVERAL OF YOJ HAVE BEEN INVITED TO SERVE ON THAT COMMITTEE, INCLUDING

EWYWR EXECUT IVE DIRECTOR 40E N LIN AND YOUR 1983-84 PRESIDENT JIM JESS THIS
is

27 MEMBEIR sPLANN INC-1 COMMITTEE W ILL BE CHAIRED BY DR N IELSEN ARID W ILL HOLD ITS

FIRST MEETING IN WASHINGTON ON OCTOBER 27 AND 28. THE FU ND I NG FOR PLANNING

,

AND CONEU CT ING THE CONFERENCE WILL BE PROVIDED THROJGH MY OFF ICE

WE CONTINUE TO WORK WITH THE FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON EDJCATION (FILE')

THROB GH THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON RU RAL ED.1 CAT ION WHICH I CHAIR OUR STAFF HAS

COMPLETED A STUDY DESIGN AND 1NSTRU MERITS FOR FIELD TESTING DATA W ILL

BE COLLECTED FROM ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES ON ALL FEDERALLY FUNDED RJRAL EDJCATION

ACT IVIT IES THE DATA WILL BE COMPILED INTO AN INVENTORY OF SUCH PROGRAMS

AND AN ANALYS IS AND REPORT W ILL BE AVAILABLE LATE 1984

THE SU MARY OF THE DEPARTMENT'S 1983 RURAL EDJ CAT ION ACTIVITIES IS NEARING

COMPLET ION AND I W ILL PRESENT IT TO SECRETARY BELL qi ITH IN THE\ NETT FEW DAYS
1

-ts

B



THIS COMP ILAT ION OF FY 1983 IN IT IAT IVES INpJJ DES I-U NDREDS OF PROJECTS RELATED

TO RURAL EDJCATION FUNDED THROUGH PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY THE _VAR IOJS OFF ICES

OF THE DEPARTMENT.

1fl
I HAVE APPROVED /THE Ing MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT'S FURAL EDJCATION

COMMITTEE THE MAJOR OBJECT IVES OF THE 'PLAN ARE: 1) PREPARATION OF AN ANALYS IS

OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON EXCELLENCE TO DETERMINE; ITS IMPLICATIONS

FOR RU RAL EDJ CAT ION; 2) COORD INAT ION OFD THE DEPAF1TMENICS EFFORTS TO RESPOND TO

THE RURAL EDJCATION SECT ION OF THE FEDERAL INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE ON EDJCATION

( F ICE ) STUDY ON ,EDJ CAT ION; 3) PREPARATION OF AN ANALYSIS OF,:tTHE RU RAL DEVELOP -7
-7-

MENT POLICY PREPARED BY AN ADVISORY GROUP TO THE DEPARTMENT OF, AGR ICU LTU RE TO

DETERMINE THE POTENT !AL .FOR. INTERAGENCY COORDINATION; 4) IMPLEMENTATION OF

1984 NATIONAL RURAL (DJ CAT ION CONFERENCE) AND 5) COPT INJ ED ,COORD 'NAT ION OF

THE DEPARTMENT'S RU RAL EDJ CAT ION IN IT IAT IVES

MY RESPONSIBILITIES AS CHAIR OF THESE .-TWO COMMITTEES :S DEPARTMENT WIDE; HOW-

EVER MY MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO SERVE AS THE DEPARTMENT'S ASSISTANT,

SECRETARY FOR VOCATIONd. AND AEU LT EtUCAT ION CONSEQUENTLY; I WOULD LIKE TO

TAKE A FEW INU TES TO SHARE WITH YOU THE RURAL ELL) CAT ION ..,EMPHASES WE HAVE

UNDERWAY IN CUR OWN OFF ICE OF VOCAT IONAL AND ALU LT ELU CAT ION OUR FU RAL

EDJCATION INITIATIVE IS DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THE FOLLOWING OBJECT IVES :

0'
(1) TO SU PPORT AND IMPLEMENT THE DEPARTMENT'S FU RAL EDJ CAT ION 'POL ICY DECLARA-

T ION) (2) TO IDENTIFY AN APPROPRIATE RESEARCH_ D DEMONSTRATION AGENDA FOR.

RURAL VOCATIONAL AND ADJ LT EDUCATION; (3) TO UPGRADE THE CU AL ITY AND QU ANT ITY

OF INFORMATION GENERATED CONCERNING= RAL VOCAT IONAL AND ADJ LT

EDJCATION; ( 4) TO FOSTER A U N JED APPROACH WITHIN THE D TMENT OF ISSU ES

RELATING. TO RJ,RAL VOCAT IPN AND ADJ LT EDJ CAT ION; (5) TO CREATE EFFECTIVE

VOICE FOR RURAL CAT.I IN POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER DELIBERAI ONS GOVERN- ,
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ING THE OPERATION OF ADJLT AND VOC ED. PROGRAMS AND; (6) TO IMPROVE INTER-
r.

AGENCY COMMUNICATION AND COOPERATION IN THE OPERATIONS OF ADJLT, VOCATIONAL AND

OTHER EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS FOCUSING ON RJRAL COMMJNITIES WITH EFFORTS

DESIGNED TO PROMOTE THE ECONOMIC WELL-BEING OF THESE COMPUNITIES

To ACCOMPLISH THESE GOALS, WE ARE INITIATING THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES AS

PW OF A MULTI-YEAR PLAN OF ACTION: (1) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INHOJSE

CLEARINGHOUSE ON,RJRAL VOCATIONAL AND ADJLT EDJCATION TO WORK OOPERATIVELY

WITH MAJOR RJRAL EDJCATION CLEARINGHOUSES, SUCH ASj THE ERIC-CRESS; (2) CON-
(

IINJATION OF RJRAL EDJCATION STAFF SUPPORT WITHiNfHE SPECIAL PROGRAMS

BRANCH OF OUR DIVISION OF INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT; (3) THEAUTHORING OF

ARTICLES AND INFORMATION ..PAPERS FOR.USE IN, DECISION-MAKING, BOTH WITHIN THE

DEPARTMENT AND ON THE STATE AND LOCAL LEVELS; (4) CONTINUED COLLABORATIO

WITH APPROPRIATE OFFICIALS IN THE DEPARTMENTS OF AGRIOJLTUREj

INTERIOR, AND LABOR AND OTHER AGENCIES RELATING TO RURAL EDJCATION; AND

(3) THE CONTINUED RJRSUIT OF COLLECTIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH MAJOR bRGANIZATIONS,

SUCH AS REAA THAT FOSTER INFORMATION-SHARING AND INPUT TO OUR RJRAL EDJCATION

PLANNING AND PROGRAVIDEVELOPMENT

FINALLY, IT IS A DISTINCT PLEASURE FOR ME TO OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCE THE RECENTLY

APPROVED DEPARTMENT OF-ECUCATION POLICY STATEMENT ON RURAL ED1CATION IT IS

APPROPRIATE THAT THIS ANNJNOEMENT SHOULD BE MADE AT THE 75TH ANNUAL

CONFERENCE OF THE RJRAL EDJCATION ASSOCIATION

IC;
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SOME OF YOJ HAVE EITHER RECEIVED OR WILL SOON RECEIVE ONE OF THE OVER

150 PERSONAL LETTERS I HAVE WRITTEN TRANSMITTING THE POLICY STATEMENT

TO RECOGNIZED LEADERS IN RU RAL ECU CAT ION I WISH' I CCU Lp_ HAVE SENT A

PERSONAL CdPY TO EACH OF YCU IT W ILL BE INCW DED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF

REA NEWS AND IN OTHER 11J RAL ECU CAT ION NEWSLETTERS AND RELEASES S IGNEDY

SECRETARY BELL ON fiti W ST 23, THIS DECLARAT ION OF POL ICY ESTABLISH ES THE -,

OFFICIAL POSITION' OF THE DEPARTMENT IN SU PPORT OF RU RAL EDJ CAT ION IT READS

AS FOLLOWS :
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UNITED STATES DE PA RTME NI-T.0F EDUCATION
ci- mi.: OF 1)-11: SLCRETARy

THLSECRETARY

Rural Education and Rural FamilxEd2cation_Policy for the80_7_s

The Department of Education recognizes' the unique and valuable

contributions rural. America has made to both the social and economic

development of'our country. In recent decades, however, the changing

dynamics of our urban centers have forced public policy "decisions "Which

tend to emphasize solutions to urban concerns, rather than rural concerns;

this despite the fact that over one-foUrth of all Americans still live --

and are educated -- inareas described as "rural."* While the Department

of Education remains committed td programs that help urban youth and

adults, it is appropriate thai we strengthen our efforts to provide

programs that address the educational needs of rural and small town youth

and adults. Those educated in rural areas must be provided with the basic

educational tools necessary to enter an increasingly complex workforce.

Rural educators ask no more than "equity" in their attempts to work withfh
4

the Federal and State education structures to assure rural and small town

youth and adults equal educational opportdnities. To meet this goal, the

Department of Education adopts the following policy:

RURAL EDUCATION SHALL.RXCEIVE AN EQUITABLE SHARE

OF THE INPORMAITON, SERVICES, ASSISTANCE AND FUNDS

AVAILABLE FROM AND THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT 2F EDUCATION.

AND ITS PROGRAMS.-

* As defined in the 1980 census, the rural population comprises all persons
living outside urbanized areas in the open country or in communities with
less than 2500 inhabitants. It also includes those living in areas o4ex-
tended cities width a population density of less than 1000 inhabitants per
square mile.
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To the extent that resources are available, the Department of Education is

prepared to take the following initiatives in this regard:

o The Department will assist educators and administrators on All

levels interested in developing outreach and volunteer programs

with the active support and interaction of parent teachers,

civic groups and the business community to improve the delivery

of educational services to rural communities.

o The Department will 'work to expand the data base on the condition

of education in rural. areas, and will provide the necessary

technologies to disseminate information relevant to curriculum,

organization, personnel and support services needed for

educational institutions serving rural communities. Data

collection will focus on information relating to regional

designations; goals of rural education and rural family

education; surveys of rural curricula; test score comparisons;

tax base/student ratios; characteristics of effective rural

programs and institutions; and descriptions of intermediate

service agency delivery systems. To disseminate information to

educational institutions and programs serving rural communities,

including rural school districts, the Department will utilize

State Departments of Education; ERIC/CRESS; the Rural Education

Association; other professional and service organizations;

national advisory councils; youth organizations; intermediate

units. American Education Mh azine. and coon and local

agencies.

2

.
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o The Department, with appropriate control staff, will closely

monitor Education program regulations, eligibility and

evaluation criteria, subregulatory directives and administrative

policies fo insure equity for all LEAs regardless 'of size,

location or condition. Monitorin,g_will_focus_on_reducing

complexity of criteria for fulling; redneing complexity of

application and reporting procedures suld_formsi_ and reducing

unrealistic requirements in general while insuring_competent_and

enlightened staff monitoring.

o The Department will assist in identifying and developing special

programs available for handicapped individuals located in rural

areas.

o The Department will provide personnel to coordinate the

consolidation of available research on shortages and additional

needs for analysis by the Secretary's Rural Education Committee.

Research 11 focus on effective practices and characteristics

of effecti e_rural programs and projects.

The Department will include rural institutions in demonstration

and pilot projects, and will involve cross sections of rural

communities in educational technology planning.

o The Department will provide consultative and technical

assistance to rural educational entities as a means to improve

the quality of education in rural areas. To facilitate

3



Page" 13

communications, the Department will support initiatives such -as-

an annual national forum; a monthly newsletter; and utilization

of extension services and existing organizations

dissemintion of information.

for

o The Department will assist in improving public sector/private

sector collaboration by coordinating networks at local,

regional, State and Federal levels.

o The Department will assist rural education in improving the

achievement of black students, American Indian students,

children of migrant workers and other minorities. Tb this end,

the Department will focus on data concerning sates of graduation

from high school and college, including secondary and

postsecondary vocational institutions and programs; gains in

functional literacy, changes in college enrollment and

achievements in adult education.

o The Department will assist individuals and families living in

rural areas with family education progranrand services through

vocational home economics education, an established delivery

system, as a means of improving quality of rural family

education.

4

1483
T. H. Bell

AUG 23

Secretary of Education
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WHAT I HAVE -.UST READ TO YOU IS MORE THAN A POLICY STATEMENT IT IS W R

COMMITMENT TO THE OUSE IN WHICH YOU 'AS AN ORGANIZATION, AND AS

INDIVIDJ ALS, BELIEVE D EPLY AND HAVE INVESTED HEAVILY THIS IS CUR

PLEDGE TO JOIN YOJ IN TAT CAJ SE TO THE R1LLEST EXTENT TO Wit-1 ICH W R

RESCU RCES iti ILL PERMIT I HOPE THAT CUR PERFORMANCE HAS EARNER, AND W ILL

CONTINUE TO DESERVE YOUR CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT WE ARE GOING TO HELP

YOU "PUT THE SOX ON THAT OCTOPUS"

IT HAS .BEEN A PLEASURE TO BE HERE WITH YOU THANK YOU FOR INVITING ME


