¢

: ' BOCUMENT REéﬂxﬁ .

€D 23% 977 . . RC 014 390
AU“HOR Worth1ngton, Robert M.
TITLE : A Rural 'Education Policy for the 80's.
INSTITUTION Off1ceﬂg§7Vocat1onal and Adult Education (ED),
: Washington, DC. .
.-PUB DATE 17 Oct 83
NOTE - 16p.; Paper pregented at the Angya@ﬁggrai Education

Association Conference (75th, Manhattan, KS October
16-18; 1983).

PUB TYPE viewpoints (120) -- Speeches/Conference Papers (150)
EDRS PRICE MFO1/PCO1 Plus Postage:- -
DESCRIPTORS Adult Education; Committees; . Coordination; Databases;

*Educational Objectives; *Educational Policy;.
: Elementary Secondary Education; *Equal Education;
SRS -+ —-*Federal Government; Futures (of Society)?  — .~ =
*Government Role; National Programs; Organ1zat1ona1
Objectives; Rural Areas; *Rural Education; Rural
I Family; Vocational Education
IDENTIFIERS *Departmént of Education

ABSTRACT . :
The address of the Assistant Secretary for Vocat1ona1
and Adult Educatlon before the 1983 Rural Education ASSOC1at1on

Conference reviews recent Department of Education act1v1t1es in

support of rural education and details the Department's rural

education policy for the 80's. Characteristics of rural America and.

rural education are brlefiy discussed. The Department's 1982-83 rural

education activities are summarized: Five major objectives of the
Department s Rural Education Committee 1984 management plan are
listed. Six rural education goals of the Office of Vocational and
Adult education are given:. support/1mp1ement the Department's rural
education policy; identify an appropriate research and demonstration
- agenda for rural vocational and adult education; upgrade the quality

and quantity of information generated oh issues in rural vocational
and adult,éducatiOﬁ; foster a unified Department approach on issues
relating to riural vocational and adult education; creaté an effective

. - voice for rural education in policy .development and other . .
de11berat1ons, improve interagency communicat1on/coord1nat1bn in
operation 'of adult, vocational, and ather employment training

programs in rural communities w1th efforts to promote the economic

well-being of these communities. Five activities to achieve these

goals are summarized. The full text of the Department' 5710*p01nt

policy statement oq,rurai educatxoﬁ and rural family education 1is

inciuded. (MH)

*i—***********************************************i*******'X‘*************

- % Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made
* from the original document.. . .. . . .

*'k*********************************************************************

4

*



a

B

=
M A RURAL EDUCATION POLIEY FOR THE 80's
(=]

BY

DR - ROBERT M. WORTHINGTON
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR
VOCATIONAL AND ADULT EDUCATION

Ve  BEFORE THE
SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE
RURAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

T : . P
. MANHATTAN; KANSAS U s: DEPARTME!;! OF EDUCATION
AN . - o o NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCAT[ON ~
) . n EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES o o]
OCTOBER 17, 1983 AT c'SNrsR'?smc,'NF PATON
. /Th document has been reproduced as
or Organization

ve been made to wnp}o(n:

. éémt;; of vnew %)v opin ’ sta st d Y this d .
~ ment do nolrnrﬂcessanly represent otficial NIE
C« postt policy




ANNJAL CONFERENCE OF THE RU&AL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION - %%6'75?h ANNJAL
CONFERENCE OF ONE OF THE OLDEST ANDAOST EEEEETiVE RIRAL EDJCATION ADVOCACY

ORGANIZATIONS IN EXISTENCE - IN SPEAK ING AT YOUR CONFERENCE LAST YEAR IN Rock
PORT, MAINE, I STATED MY CONVICTION THAT YGIR ORGANIZATION, AND ITS MEMBERS,

ARE IMPORTANT TO THE RJTURE OF THIS COSNTRY AND REPRESENT MICH OF WHAT ‘IS GOOD,

STRONG, ENBJRING AND PRGM"'-'”%S%NG) BOTH IN QJR SOCIETY AND IN QUR EDUCATIONAL SYS~ ...

\

TEM: Y CONTINJED ASSOCIATION WITH YOUR ORGANIZATION'S LEADERS ﬁjﬁihé'iﬁé PAST
YEAR, ANB MY FREQJENT REVIEW OF YQJR OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES THROUGH THE REA
NEWSLETTER AND OTHER COMMINICATIONS HAVE ONLY SERVED TO STRENGTHEN THAT CON-
VICTION. WE SINCERELY APPRECIATE YGSR EFFECTIVENESS IN PROVIDING LEADERSH (P

TO AND IN REPRESENTING RURAL EDUCATION, ITS SCHOOLS, ITS TEACHERS, ITS ADMINI-
STRATORS, AND ITS STATE AND REGIONAL AGENCIES - | AM ALSO iMORE AWARE OF THE
COMPLEXITY OF YQUR fAék: As Mary Bs LIVINGSTON, INSTRUCTIONAL SPECIALIST WITH
THE UTAH STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDJCATION; TOLD US AT THE AASA ANMIAL LEGISLATIVE
CONFERENCE IN HASHINGTON LAST MONTH, "BEING A SMALL SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR IS

EIKE Téy:mg(?ﬁ RUT SOX ON AN OCTORUS +" " ;

[ BRING YO THE WARM GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES OF SECRETARY BELL: [ JOIN HIM

IN CONGRATULATING YQJ OM THE EXCELLENT WORK fHAT‘{gJR.ORGANIZA{IONIS DOING IN
"""" HAVE PROVEN TO BE AN ENDURING VOICE FOR RJRAL EDJCATION IN
THE CONT INJ ING. NAT IONAL DEBATE ON THE EDJCATION POLICIES THAT THIS COUNTRY
SHOJLD ADOPT IN THE PURSUIT OF-EXCELLENCE IN EILCATION: WE' ARE PLEASED WITH THE
“COOPERATIVE WORK ING RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS DEVELOPED BETWEEN THE REA AND THE

" DEPARTMENT OF EILCATION - ‘

I
-



\WE BLAN TO: ANNGINCE TOBAY, ©N BEHALF OF SECRETARY BELL, THE ISSUANCE OF

A BEPARTMENT oF EﬂjCATION RURAL EmCATION PoL1cy STATEMENT. ALTHClJ GH THAT

ANNGUNCEMENT, AND THE CONTENT OF THE PGLICY STATEMENT, WILL BE THE MAJOR FOQUS
OF MY. REMARKS TODAY, [ WQULD ALSO LIKE TO COVER TWO OTHER TOPICS- FIRST;

I WiLL BRIEFLY DISQUSS SOME OF THE CHARAéTERISTIcs _oF RIRAL AMERICA AND RURAL
ECCATION WHICH CONFRONT US IN THE €0'S AND, SECOND, REVIEW WITH YQU A FEW OF
THE WAYS WE ARE ADDRESSING THOSE ‘SSUES AND NEEDS - . ’ :

- R L Ll

~

THE 1980 CENSUS REVEALED THAT THE FURAL POPULATION OF THIS COINTRY' IS A SIZABLE

ONE: 595 MILLION,AMERICANS: As DEFINED IN THE 1980 CENSUS, THE RURAL P@FUI:A"
T1ON COMPRISES ALL PERSONS LIVING OUTSIDE URBANIZED AREAS (IN THE OPEN CQUNTRY
OR IN COMMINITIES WITH LESS THAT 500 INHABITANTS. [T ALSO INCLUDES THOSE

LIVING IN AREAS OF EXTENDED CITIES WITH A POPULATION DENSITY OF LESS THAN 1000

INHABITANTS. PER SQUARE MILE « TH1S, INCIDENTALLY, IS THE DEFINITION OF THE RJRAL

L
[}

POPULATION THAT IS USED IN THE DEPARTMENT'S RURAL EILCATION POLICY STATEMENT -
WE HAVE EXPERIENCED DURING THE LAST DECADE THE LARGEST GROWTH IN GJR RIRAL

A GROWTH RATE OF 11 l%
STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM, A SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF THE GROWTH IN URBAN AREAS IS

ACCQUNTED FOR "BY THE GROWTH IN RURAL AREAS - BJE TG_THE PHENOMENA!: GROWTH IN

' UR RJRAL POPULATION, MANY RURAL COMMINITIES EXPERIENCED A POPJLATION GROVTH

-

 TMAT PUSHED THEM OVER THE MAGIC 500 MARK, AND THEY WERE NO LONGER “RURAL” {

¢
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'AS DEFINED IN THE 1980 CENsus - M@REQVER, REAL GROWTH; THAT IS, GROWTH IN: THE
TOTAL AREA OF LAND CONSIDERED URBAN AND THE ACCOMPANY ING GRGWTH IN PORJLATION; .
WAS OFTEN [UE TO/THE ANNEXATION OF RJRAL AREAS BY INCORPORATED PLACES Of 500 -
OR MORE POPULATION: ALL OF THE GROWTH IN QUR RURAL PORULATION WAS DUE TO
GROWTH IN THE NONFARM POHJLATION- THE FARM-POPULATION ACTUALLY DECLINED IN THE
1970s. THIS HAS MAJOR IMPLICATIONS FOR THE EDJCATION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
STRATEGIES THAT WE SHOULD EMPLOY FOR THE 1980's . e

. - ciere o Sewee. . ...E

IN SPITE OF THIS TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN OUR RURAL POPJLATION, RURAL AMERICA

re

CONTIMJES TO EXPERIENCE- A DISPROPORT IONATE SHARE OF THE ELUCATIONAL AND

ECONOMIC DEPRIVATION THAT EXISTS IN THIS CQUNTRY . THOUGH THERE HAVE BEEN GAINS
MADE IN THESE AREAS: OVER THE EAST BEGABE, RS RAL 'COMMINIT IES EONTiNdE TO LAG
BEHIND THE REST OF AMERICA IN EDJCATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AND ECONOMIC WEtt‘BEiNG«

WHILE THE POVERTY RATE RUSE FROM 107 To‘il 9 1N METRO AREAS, IT ROSE #ﬁom 13-4

I
mi.
-o\

?
4 IN RJRAL AREAS THESE CHARACTERISTICS OFTEN CONTRIBNE TO OUR RURAL ~

”iMAGE PROBLEM." IN MANY PEOPLE'S MINDS, RURAt TOO OFTEN CONNOTES A LACK OF

ABILITY; A EACK OF QJLTYRE, OR A LACK OF OTHER @UAtiTiES RATHER. THAN A VIABLE
ALTERNATIVE TO AN URBAN SETTING- THAT CONNOTATION IS UNFORﬂJNK;%, IS UNTRUE,

AND IT NUST BE COUNTERED*WITH FACT- RuRAL AMERICA IS VERY HETEROGENEOJSo

THE TERM RJRAL ALSO IMPLIES SMALL COMMINITIES AND LOW POPULATION DENSITIES -
THIS MEANS GREATER ISOLATION AND GREATER DIFFIGJLTY IN DELIVERING SERVICES,

WHETHER THEY ARE HEALTH SERVICES, EDUCATIONAL SERVICES OR REGIONAL.DEVELOPMENT -

LS
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Y.
RIRAL ScHootbs (7% oF ALL ScHooLS) AND RiRAL STUDENTS (33% oF ALL STUDENTS )

EXPERIENCE DISTINCT EDJCATIONAL PROBLEMS AND EXIST IN UNIQIE SUBG.ILTURES-

8 I :
RJRAL SCHOOLS CHARACTERISTICALLY HAVE HIGHER }\TTRITION RATES AND LOWER ACHIEVE-

MENT LEVELS THAN‘ THEIR URBAN COUNTERPARTS + ALTHOUGH RURAL AREAS _ARE RAPIDLY

GROWING IN POPULATION THEIR TAx BASES ARE NoT - * EVEN THOUGH RURAL SCHOOLS :
. ’ .

COMMIT GREATER PERCENTAGES OF THEitheﬁAt RESﬂdREES TO EDJCATION; RURAL SERVICES

COST,MORE THAN COMPARABLE SERVICES IN URBAN AREAS BECAUSE OF EXPENSIVE TRANS-

PORTATION REQU IREMENTS IN REMOTE, SPARSELY POPULATED AREA?; SCARCITY OF PRO-

o DEE—

- -FESS l’ONAI. -RE:u}RCES -AND A Wl—'@%.«r_—ﬁ'-m Or—-Q'IHER——FnC"'Q S ERge lTEiESE—‘-ARE»- FACTS -@F~ -=—--—

\

RJRAL LIFE~ RURAL DEVELOPMENT IS INHIBITED BY LIMITED SUPPORT SERVICES,
A

LIMITED LEVELS OF AVAILABLE PROFESS IONAL EXPERTISE AND tiMITEP ROLE MODELS
AND EXPOSIRES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE - ?
HoWwEVER, ON THE PLUS S’ibé, RIRAL AMERICA ENJOYS A RICHER AND-MORE DEEPLY ROOTED

_QULTURAL HERITAGE AND STABILITY TIfAN TRANS IENT URBAN CENTERS - RURAL -

AMERICANS /ARE CHARA‘c{ERISTICALLY SENS ITIVE, RESPONSIBLE AND CARING, AND AMONG

Tl‘{lE FINEST PEOPLE ANYWHERE - RURAL AMERICA HAS A TREMENDOUS NJMBER OF POS ITIVE

GUAEITIES AND MAY; IN FACT; BE THE’BEST PLACE TO LIVE AND TO RAISE A FAMILW-
’ ~

PN
o

I chJLD, AND PERHAPS SHQWLD, SAY MJcH MORE ABQUT THE UNIGUENESS OF RURAL

REVIEW AND UPDATE ON OJR DEPARTMENT OF EmCATION ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT OF RJRAL
EDJCATION - 1N EARLY FiscAL YEAR 1982, WE CREATED THE DEPARTMENT'S INTRA- AGENCY
COMMITTEE ON. RuRAL EDUCATION AS OUR RESPONSE TO SECTION 206 oF THE UEPARTMENT
OF EDJCATION ORGANIZATION ACT (PL- 96-88): SECTION 206 DIRECTED THE ASSISTANT
SECRETARY FOR VOCATIONAL AND AmLT EDJCATION TO "PROVIDE A UNIFIED APPROACH TO ,;
RURAL EMUCATION AND RORAL FAMILY EDYCATION THRGJGH THE COORDINATION OF PRO-
GRAMS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT AND TO WORK WITH THE FEDERAL [NTERAGENCY -

&
¥
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COMMITTEE eN EnJeATteN (FIEE) 7o COORDINATE RELATED ACTIVITIES AND PR@GRAMS oF

eTHER FEDERAt [DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES -" THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF RE EPRESENTA-
TIVES FROM THE 14 PRINCIPAL OFFICES:OF THE DEPARTMENT: I .CHAIR THE COMMITTEE

WITH—DRE DUANE M+ NIELSEN SERVING AS VICE-CHAIR: WE ESTAéLiéHEb A BI-MONTHLY

SCHEDULE OF REGJLAR MEETINGS , WITH DETAILED TIMELINES AND A MANAGEMENT PLAN
FOR ou3 ACTIVITIES-. A REGJLAR FEATURE OF EAEH MEETING HAS BEEN AN IN-DEPTH,
DETAILED PRESENTATION BY ONE OF THE_IM PRINCFPAL OFFICES ON ITS RURAL EDJCATION

ACTIVITIES » TEEsE REPORTS ARE DISCUSSED AND ANALYZED FOR POTENTIAL

FORGVEREAP—OR-REIINDANCY. IN RIRAL EDUCATION ACTIVITICS -

- Y
4

- A SYSTEM OF SUBCOMMITTEES WAS DEVELOPED TG PERFORM SPECIFIC TASKS AND TO HELP

COORDINATE RJRAL EDUCATION ACTIVITIES. THESE INCLUDED DEVELOPING A RESEURCE

DIRECTORY OF RURAL EDJCATION CONTACTS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT, COMPILING

INFORMATION ON RJRAE EBJCATION ACTIVITIES; AND REV IEW ING LEGISLATION, REQJ LA-

: TIONS AND PROCUREMENT ACTIVITIES FOR THEIR EMPHAS IS ON RJRAL EDUCATION +- /

L INKAGES AND .CONTINJ ING COMMUNICATIONS WERE ESTABLISHED WITH MAJOR ORGANIZA~
TIONS IN RURAL EDUCATION, SUCH AS;  THE RJRAL EDJCATION AssociATION. | HAVE
THOROUGHLY ENJOYED MY CONTACTS WITH Rov BRIBACHER; J1IM JESS; Jqé NEWLIN, AND
OTHERS OF Y&y WHO ARE IN THE AJDIENCE HERE TODAY- OF CQURSE A MAJOR
COMMITTEE ACTIVITY WAS THE INITIATION OF WORK ON THE DEPARTMENT's RJRAL

EnycatioN PoLlcy STATEMENT- A SPECIAL SUBCOMMITTEE WAS CREATED TO ASSIST WITH

THAT TASK +
) 7 - Sl /
WE HAVE édN?iNUEﬁ THESE INITIATIVES THREUGHET FIScAt Year-1983. SoME oF You

HAVE ATTENDEP iR REG@JLAR BI- MONTHLY MEETINGS AND, WE HOPE YQU WILL CONTINUE

To DO SO-. MINJTES OF EACH MEETING ARE RQJTINELY SENT TO DR NEWLIN AND HE,

Yl



[
COMMITTEES CONTINJLES AND WE HAVE COMPLETED THE FIRST SERIES OF. IN-DEPTH; :

\

DETAItED REPORTS BY EACH OF THE lq PRINCIPAL OFFICES ON THEIR RJRAL EﬂjCATION

ACTIVITIES . THE REPORT: OF THE OFfF1cE oF PosTSECONDARY Eny CATION WAS SUMMARIZED

,IN THE LATEST ISSUE OF REA_News: DRr: NIELSEN ADDRETED THE FEBRJARY
o B U A ,I, [
CONFERENCE OF PEOPLE UNITED FOR RURAL EDJCATION AND CONTINUES TO WORK CLOSELY
. WITH NJMEROUS ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN RURAL EDJCATION -
_I" P

We HAVE DEVELOPED THE DEPARTMENT'S “RuRAL EDJcATION AND RuRAE FAMIEY

EHJCATION POtICY FOR THE 80 S WHICH WAS RECENTLY APPROVED AND SIGNED

“—‘*B¥—SEGEEIA_Y BEEL I HAvE APPOINTED A PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR A NATIONAL

RURAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE WHICH, [ AM PLEASED TO ANNGJNCE, WILL BE SPONSORED

BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDJCATION AND HELD IN WASHINGTON, D C-, IN THE SPRING OF

1984 . SEVERAL OF Y HAVE BEEN INVITED TO SERVE ON THAT COMMITTEE; - INCLUDING
YQUR EXEGUTIVE DIRECTOR JO%NENEIN AND YR 1983-84 Pres tpent Jim Jess- THIs
27 MEMBER PLANNING COMMITTEE WILL BE CHAIRED BY DR- NIELSEN I&'rj’[_p WILL HOLD ITS
FIRST MEETING IN WASHINGTON ON OCTOBER 27 AND 28+ ' THE FUNDING FOR PLANNING
N

a2l — -

AND CONDUCTING THE CONFERENCE WILL BE PROVIDED THRQUGH MY OFFICE - 7
W CONTINIE To WORK WITH THE FeDERAL INTERAGENCY CoMMITTEE on EmycaTion (FICE)
THRAJGH THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON RURAL EDUCATION WHICH 1 CHAIR + OUR STAFF HAS

| COMPLETED A STUDY DESIGN AND INSTRUMENTS FOR FIELD TESTING: DATA WILL
BE COLLECTED FROM ALL FEDERAL AGENCIES ON ALL FEDERALLY FUNDED RIRAL ETUCAT ION
ACTIVITIES - THE DATA WILL BE COMPILED INTO AN INVENTORY OF SUCH PROGRAMS -

AND AN ANALYSIS AND REPORT WILL BE AVAILABLE IN LATE 1984.

Ti{e SUMMARY OF THE DEPARTMENT'S Y983 RURAL EI'JJCATION ACTIVITIES IS NEARING

COMPLETION AND | WILL PRESENT IT: TO SECRETARY BELL*{HITHIN THE\NE);T FEW\DAYS -
' \ ) . o

( —_——
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TH1S coMPILATION OF FY 1983 INITIATIVES INgujDEs HﬂNBREBS OF PROJECTS RELATED

.

TO RJRAL EDUCATION FUNDED TARA 6A PROG RAMS. ADMINISTERED BY THE_VARIGJS OFF ICES

t

‘

| HAVE APPROVED ‘THE 198l MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT s RuraL EDJCATION
CoMMITTEE » THE MAJOR eBdEGTIVES OF THE PLAN ARE: 1) PREPARATION OF AN ANALYS IS
OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON EXCELLENCE TO DETERMINE ITs IMPLICATIONS .

FOR RURAL EDJCATION, 2) COORD INAT ION OE THE DEPARTMENT s EFF@RTS TO RESPOND TO

N

(FICE) sTupy on EDJCATION, 3) PREPARATION OF AN ANALYSIs OFITHE RURAL DEVELOPT/ ,

77,,1 R -

MENT POLIcv 'PREPARED BY AN ADVISORY GRAUP TO THE DEPARTMENT OF  AGRICULTURE TO
DETERMINE THE POTENTIAL FOR. INTERAGENCY COORDINATION; 4) IMPLEMENTATION OF

1984 NaT1ONAL RURAL EnucATIion CONFERENCE; AND 5) CONTINJED GOORDINATION OF

THE DEPARTMENT'S RURAL EDUCATION INITIATIVES - < 4

Ny RESPONSIBILITIES AS cHAIR OF THESE TWO COMMITTEES S DEPARTMENT | WIDE, How-

EVER MY MAJOR RESPONS IBILITY IS TO SERVE AS THE BEPARTMENT S ASSISTANT,

SECRETARY FOR VOCATIONAL AND ABILT EmSCATION. CONSEQUENTLY; -] WauLD LIKE TO
TAKE. A FEW "MINUTES TQ SHARE WITH YO THE RIRAL ED’J’CATIO"N SEMPHASES WE HAVE

UNDERWAY IN QUR OWN OFFICE OF VOCATIONAL AND AULT EDIcATION- DUR RURAL

EDUCATION INITIATIVE IS DESIGNED TO ACCOMPLISH THE FOLLOWING OBJECTIVES.

@
(1) TO SUPPORT AND IMPLEMENT THE DEPARTMENT S RJRAL EDJCATION ‘POLICY DECLARA-

TION; | (2) 1o IDENTIFY AN APPROPRIATE RESEARE/(ANB DEMONS TRAT ION AGENDA FOR\

RIRAL VOCAT IGNAL ANB ABJLT EBDJEATION; (3) TO UPGRABE THE @JALITY AND @dANT!TY
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ING THE OPERATION OF ASLT AND Voc ED- PROGRAMS AND; (6) TO IMPROVE INTER-
i : A i
. . AGENCY EéM@NiéA?iON AND COOPERATION IN THE OPERATION; OF ADULT, VOCATIONAL AND
OTHER EMPLOYMENT TRAINING PROGRAMS FOQUS ING ON RURAL COMMINITIES WITH EFFORTS

'DESIGNED TO PROMOTE THE ECONOMIC WELL~BEING OF THESE COMMINITIES -

" To Ac’cO’MPLISH THESE GOALS, WE ARE INITIATING THE FOLLOWING ACTIViTiES AS

PART OF A MJLTI YEAR PLAN OF ACTION: (l) THE ESTABLISHME\JT OF AN INHOJSE

CLEARINGHQJSE ON :RU RAL VOCATIONAL AND ADULT EDJCATION TO WORK CdOPERATIVELY

WITH MAJOR RURAL EDJCATION CLEARINGHCUSES, SUCH As, THE ERIC- CRESS (2) CON"

'TiNdATi@N oF RIRAL EDYCATION STAFF SUPPORT WiTHiN THE SPECTAL rReGRAms
BrRANCH OF auR DIVISION OF INNOVATION AND DEVE,LOP;ﬁENT—, (3) THE:'AJTHORING OF 5
ARTICLES AND"_iN#OR.MAT'iON PAPERS FOR.USE IN b‘éc':is'ibN-MAKiNG, BOTH WITHIN THE
UEPARTMENT AND ON THE STATE AND LOCAL 'LEVELS, (Ll) CONT IpUJ ED couwomnok

WITH APPROPRIATE OFFIGIALS IN THE BEPARTMENTS OF AGRIGILTIRE,

(5) THE CONTINJED RURSUIT OF COLLECTIVE RELATIO ISHIPS WITR MAJOR ORGANIZATIONS,
SUCH AS REA, THAT FOSTER INFORMATION-SHARING AND INPUT TO élg'riﬁjiiAL EDUCATION
PLANNING AND PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT - ' -

FINAI:I:Y; IT iS A BiSTiNGT PLEASYRE FOR ME TO OFFiCiAttY ANNGﬂNCE THE RECENTLY

APPROVED DEPARTMENT OF EHJCATION POLICY STATEMENT ON RURAL EDICATION - Iras

~ONFERENCE OF THE RURAL EMUCATION ASSOCIATION -
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RE( ;.?
50 PERSONAL LETTERS [ HAVE WRITTEN TRANSMITTING THE POLICY STATEMENT
' TO, RECOGNIZED LEADERS IN RURAL EIUCATION: [ WISH [ COULD.HAVE SENT A
~'55'E%?SONAL COPY TO EACH OF YOU : 1T WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF
REA News AND IN OTHER RURAL ELUCATION NEWSLETTERS AND RELEASES - SIGNED BY

~

‘»"'jSE'GRETARY 7BEL’L ON AJaJsT 23, THiS DECLARATION OF POLICY ESTABLISHES THE .
OFF ICIAL POSITION' OF THE DEPARTMENT IN SUPPORT OF RURAL EDYCATION. [T READS
AS FOLLOWS: ..

4
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT ©F EDUCATION
GFVICE CF THE SLCRETARY '

-

Co. THZ SECRETARY

Rural Edication and Rural Family Education Policy Policy for the 80's

| The Department of Blucation recognizes’ the wWhique  and valusble

. contributions rural America has made to both the social and economic
development of our cowntry. In recent decades, however, the changing

= dynamics of our wrban centérs have forced public policy ‘decisions Which

tend to emphasize solutions to urban concerns rather than rural concerns;

this despite the fact that over ome-fourth of all Americans still 1ive --
and are educated -- in.areas described as "Tural."s While the Department
of Education remains committed to programs that help urban youth and
adults, it is appropriate that we strengthen our efforts to provide
programs that address the educational needs of rural and small town youth
and adults. 7hose educated in rural areas must be provided with the basic
; educational tools necessary to siiter an increasingly complex workforce.
Rural educators ask no more than "equity" in their attempts to work withih
the Federal and State aducation Strictires to assure rural and sn3ll town
youth and adults equal educational ap}sart&itiés; ' To meet this goal, the.
Departmént of Education adopts the Following policy: .

.

RURAL EDUCATION SHALL. RECEIVE AN BQUITABLE SHARE
OF THE INFORMATION, SERVICES, ASSISTANCE AND FUNDS

AVAILABLE FROM AND THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT QF EDUCATION .

~

» As defined in the 1980 census, the rural population comprises all persons

living outside urbanized areas in the open gountry or in communities with
less than 2500 inhabitants. It also includes those living in areas of:ex-

tended cities with a population density of less than 1000 inhabitants per
square mile. v )
.
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To the extent that resourcés are availableé, theé Department of Education is
o prepared to take the following initiatives in this regard: ‘

~

o  The Department will assist educators and administrators on &1l

levels interested in developing outreach and volunteer programs

with the active Support and interaction of parents, teachers,

civic groups and the business commumnity to improve the delivery

of educational services to rural communities.

o  The Department will ‘workto expand the data base on the condition
of educatiqn in rural areas, and w111 provide the necessary
technologies to disseminate information relevant to curriculum,
organization, personnel and support services needed for
educational institutions serving rural commiui ties. Data

collection will focus on. information relating to regional

designations; pgoals of rural education and rural family

education; surveys of rural curricula; tést Scoré comparisons;

tax base/student ratios; characteristics of effective rural

programs and institutions; and descriptions of intermediate

service agency delivery systems. To disseminate information to

educational institutions and programs serving rural commmnities,

including rural school districts, the Department will utilize

State Departments of Education; ERIC/CRESS; the Rural Education

Association; other professional and service organizations;

national advisory councils; youth organizations; intermediate

units; American Education Magazine; and, county and local

agencies.
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The Department, with appropriate control staff, will closely

monitor Education program regulations, eligibility anc

evaluation criteria, subregulatory directives and administrative

location or condition. Monitoring wil

compléxity of criteria for funding:

application and reporting procedures and forms; and reducing

unrealistic requlrenents in generai while insuring campetent anc

enlighténed staff monitoring.

The Department will assist in identifying and developing special
programs available for handicapped indivi'cjuai’s located in rural
areas. ,

The Departmerit will provide personnel to coordinate the
consolidation of available research on shortages and additional
needs for analysis by the Secretary's Rural Education Committee.

Research will focus on effective practices and characteristics

of effeci:iée;rur’ai programs and projects.

“The Department will include rural institutions in demonstration

and pilot projects, and will involve cross sections of rural

canmmities in educational techn oiogy planning.

«
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communiications, the Department will Support initiatives such as

an annual national forum; a monthly newsletter: and utilization

of. extension services - and existing ‘organizations _ For

~

dissemir&tion of information.

The Department will assist in improving public sector/private

sector ‘collaboration by coordinating networks at local,
' .

regional, State and Federal levels.

The Department will assist rural education in improving the
) ) Y S N . - i

achievement of black students, American Indian students,

children of migrant workers and other minoritiés. To this énd,

the Department will focus on data concerning xates of graduation
P .

from high school and. college, including secondary and

postsecondary vocational institutions and programs; gains in

funictional 1literacy, changes in college enrollment and

achievements in adult education.

N

The Department will assist individuals and families living in
rural areas with family education p‘rogréng and services through
vocational hame econamics education, an established delivery
system, as a means of improving quality of rural family

education.
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WHAT | HAVE WST READ TO YOU IS MORE THAN A POLICY STATEMENT. IT IS QiR &
COMMITMENT TO THE CAJSE IN WHICH YO 'AS'AN ORGANIZATION; AND AS |
INDIVIBJALS ; BELIEVE DEEPLY AND HAVE INVESTED HEAVILY. THIS IS QUR
PLEDGE To JOIN YaJ IN E«AT CAUSE TO THE RULLEST EXTENT TO WHICH QR
RESQURCES WILL PERMIT- | HOPE THAT QUR PERFORMANCE HAS EARNED, AND WILL
| CONTINJE TO DESERVE YOUR CONFIDENCE AND RESPECT: WE ARE GOING TO.HELP
YOU "RUT THE SOX ON THAT OCTORIS® - *
[T HAS BEEN A PLEASURE TO BE HERE WITH YQU - THANK YO FOR INVITING ME-
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