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ABSTRACT

The Department of Educatlon s (ED) rural
education/rural £am11y education policy for the 80's includes )
strengthened efforts to.insure that rural education shall receive an
equitable share of 1n£ormi;aon, services, assistance, and fgg@sfi
available through ED ani ilts programs. The Department will assist

educators in developing outreach and volunteer programs with the

active support and interaction of parents, teachers, civic groups,

and bu51nesses, in an effort to improve delivery of educational

serv1ces to rural communities: The database on education in rural

areas will be expanded, and information disseminated through ex1st1ng

organIzatIOns/agenCIes and new technoiogxes. Department program

regulations will be monitored to insure equity for all districts; _

regardless of s:ze/lpcatxoﬁ.,The Department will help identify and

develop special programs for“rural handicapped individuals.
Department personnel will coordinate available research on shortage'
ahd needs, effective practices; and programs, £or the Education
Secretary's Rural Education Committee. Rural ihétitﬁtibﬁé will be
included by the Department in demonstration programs and rural
communities will be involved in educational technology plannlng )
Consultants and_ technical assistance will be provided to improve the
guality of rural education. Local/regional/state/federal networks
will be coordinated to improve public. sector/private sectér
collaboration. The Department will help rural _.education 1mprove o
achievement of Blacks, American. Indians, migrants, and other m1n6r1ty
students. Family education programs/serv1ces will be provided through

vocational home economics education. (MH) -
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"UNITED STATES DEPARTNENT OF EDUCATION
OFFICEL OF THL SECRETARY |

THE SECRETARY

% Rural Education and Rural Family Education Policy for the 80's
_The . Department of Educé‘tion ré'c'o'gn'izés thé mique and 'vaiuabié'

r | development of our country: In recent decades, however, the changing
dynamics of our urban Eéﬁférélﬁéé& forced public policy decisions which
tend to emphasize solutions to urban éeﬁéérﬁ§,réfﬁér than rural EéﬁESfﬁ§§
this despite the fé&i that over one-fourth of all-Americans still live ;-_
aﬁd are educated -- in éreas described as "rural.'"* While the Department
of Education remalns commltted to programs‘that help urban youth and

" adults, it is appropriate that we strengthen our efforts to prov1de
programs that addréss the educational needs of rural and.small town youth
and aduits; Those educated in rural aréas must be prov1ded w1tb the ba51c
‘edueattonai tools necessary to enter an 1ncrea51ng1y complex workforce

Rural educators ask no more than "equity" in their attempts to work w1th1n

you;h and adults equal educational opportunxtxes. To meet this goal the
Department of E&ﬁééfiéﬁ adopts the following policy:

RURAL EDUCATION SHALL RECEIVE AN HJUITABLE SHARE

OF THE INFORMATION, SERVICES, ASSISTANCE AND FUNDS

AVAILABLE FROM AND THROUGH THE DE E.PAR'IM'EJT OF EDUCATION -
; . AND ITS PROGRAMS:

L

*# A5 defined in the 1980 census, the rural populatlon comprlses all persons

]iving outside urbanized areas in the open country or in commun;;;es with
less than 2500 inhabitants. . It also includes those living in areas of ex-=
~ tended cities with a populatlon density of less than 1000 inhabitants per

square mile.
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To the extent that resources are available, the Department of Education iE;

prepared to take the following initiatives in this regard:

o

0

Léducétibﬂai institutions and programs serving rural communities;

‘The Department will assist educators and zdministrators. on all
levels interested in developing outreach and volunteer ‘programs

civic groups and the business comrmity to improve the delivery
of educational services to rural communities: (

:

The Department will work to expand the data base on the condition

" - of education in rural areas, and.will provide the necessary

technologies to disééminaté information relevant to curriculum,
organization, pérS'o’hﬁéi. and guppo'ri services needed for
educational institutions Sérving‘ rural ccmmuﬁities. Data
s on information relating to regional

designations; goals of rural education and rural family

éauééiiéﬁi%éﬁfﬁéyguafgiﬁfé' t _score Comparisonsj

e_rural

e —--

tax base/student ratios; characteristic

-programs and institutions; and desc

service agency delivery systems.

_ _

T e T ®a®

jucluding rural school districts? the Department will utilize

State Departments of Education; ERIC/CRESS; the Rural’ Education

ther professional and services organizations;

: youth organizations; intermediate

units; American Education ‘Magazine; and, county and .iocal

agencies. -
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The ﬁépaf;mént, with appropriate control staff; will closely
monitor Education program regulations, eligibility and

‘evaluation criteria, subregulatory dlrectlves and administrative

policies to insure equlty for all LEAs regardless og\\51ze,

location or condition, Monitoring will focus on reducing

complexity of criteria for funding; reducing complexity of

application and regorting procéamés" and . éorms; and jéééeiﬁg

-

unreallstlc requlremeﬁ%s in general whlle 1nsuringgcampetent_and

% enllghtened staff monltpring

&

Y

The Bepartment w111 assxst in 1&ent1fy1ng and developlng special

- programs ava11a51e for handlcanped individusls located in rural

¥
areas. :

The Départment will provide personnel "to coordinate the
consolldatlon of available. research on shortages and additional
needs for analys1s by the Secretary's Rural Educatlon Commlttee.

Research will focus on eﬁfect1vegpract1ces and,eharacterlstics

‘of effective rural programs and projects.

The Department will include rural institutjons in demonstration -
and pilot projects, and will involve cross Sections of rural
cammunities in educational technology planning.

The Department will provide consultative and technical

assistance to rural educatlonal ent1t1es as a means to improve

-

the quality of eduCatlon in rural areas: To facilitate

/

o

o




5

curmmhm_,_fcatmm Ih&DepaLt_m,e.qtmLLsupport 1n1t1at1ves such as

'arumnnal nat;onal forunl a monthly newsletter' and ut111zat10n ,

of ,extensmn * services and exiistmg organizations for

dissemination of information. o

L

'I‘hé Department w111 ass1st in mprovmg public sector/private

N . ,
sectoz collaboratxbn by coordmatmg networks at local,

&

; reg10na1 State and Federa1 levels.
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The Department wﬁl assist .rural edugatlon in improving the
achievement of black students, American Indian students,

o

children of migrant workéré; and other minorities. 'fo this end

from high school and c:éegéL including secondary and

postsecondary vocational institutions and programs; gains’ fﬁ

functional literacy, changes in college enrollment éﬁd

a';:hiévénénfj:S in adult education. ; °
*# N s
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The Department will assist individuals and families living in

»

rural areas with family education programs and services through

vocatmnal home econamcs education, an estabhshed delivery

‘System, as a means of 1mprov1ng quahty of rural famlly

education.

T. H. Bell .
Secretary of Educatien
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