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"* sampled rather extensively the research literatuxe about the topic: The

; ‘ THE _GAMES _CHILDREN _PLAY

\"AV\/“

. L3

- There:is an.unwritten rule among those who speak in public:
- t .

That rule says that one should never begin a speech by apologizing to

_one's audience nor by confessing to one's limitations with respect to the

[
topic he is about to address. In this instance, I must throw caution to
the wind: 1I.can claim no special expertise when it comes to the topic

-
of adolescent pregnancy. To be sure, over the pact month or sp, I have

literature leaves me with one distinct impression: as someone orce

"

» remarked, "Reality is a nice place to visit but I wouldn't want to live
\ ] i .

there." I fully expect and look forward Eo.iééfﬁiﬁg at least as mu¢h today
as I might contribute. Not only do I hdpe to iééiﬁ:fiém the other invited
guests and discussion iéédéfé; but, from everyone here who deals, onm a
daily basis; with adolescentsand is in touch with their reality:

/ If T understand correctly; éf is the Eéﬁé of the conference
organizers Eﬁéfii might provide a backgroygd aéééfibiéé vhere family is

-at today and; in this way; share with you my understanding of the societal

 context within which the issues of ‘adolescent pregnancy and adolescent

-

sexuality arise. At this point, I am reminded of a story about a man who, 'C

‘'while walking along a river bank, saw a person drowning in the river. Ile

went to the person's rescue. Having resuscitated the victim, he walked on
N ; :
» I

of them to safety: SEiii\fﬁEEﬁéf down the river, he saw three others

going under.  While pulling ‘them to shore, he looked up and saw another man

Q j
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running very fast along the river bank. He shouted: “Aren't vou poing to

help me save these souls?” "I am," came the reply. "I'm running upstream
. o A ,,,,;,, . 5 .- . < . . :
to see why all these people are falling in the river.™

¥ 4
Like the first Eéééuér, most of us are immersed in day-tc-day

probiemsﬁ We find it dIfflcul' enough keeplng our own heads above?ééter

much less reserving the energy fequired to fravel upstream in séarch of the
source of our problems: .

)

So. Onwards, upstream:

1 am a member of a rather small minority although it may not be
immediately apparent to you: My wife, Margatét}.ahd.I have. two Chiidreq.
She. primaiiiy devotes her time aﬂa energies to ;aiSiﬁg and caring for Emily
a;d Owen while I go to ﬁéfﬁ To complete the pictyre; we have a cat. 1In

othér words, I am one of those who, along with only 77 of the populatlon

of Norch Amer1¢a; lives today inm a family that actually lgoks like the

1 ) —_

classic image of family most of us gféw up with. Breadwinner féther,'home—
mfker mother and two, at least tiﬁié,{fér, s’e’e’m.in'giy wéll=adjusted kids.
. Ozzie and Harriet, ﬁétﬁéf Knows Best; whatever your favourite T.V. show of
‘the 1950's was. - S ;

'-.L~ o

Although dramatic, the 77 statistft is misleading because it

©

- f

does ﬁbt\inciu&é those single—breadwinner nueléar familiés ;itﬁ one child
\ X ?

ér- with three, four or more. If we add these to the tptéi,‘Wé learn that

appfoximété1§ 132 of ;éoble live in tﬁis kinﬁ of singiéFBréédwinnér fémiiy

¢

Q | R — ' " :
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at any one time. 6 Of course; it is true that many others have lived in this
. ' <

kind of family at one point in their lives.
N x
Y R i
: ]
The largest number of pérsons, &bout a quarter of the population,
are those who live together with another person without children. These

S . : ] . - - - . . :
include those who have not yet had children; those who have chosen not to

. have children, those who cannot have children and do not' choose to adopts.

- ¢ .

and thosé whose children nio longér live at homé. Thére has been, over the

past ten years; a répig increase in the number of single-parent families.

107 of Canada's families are single-parent families. The vast majority of
thesé are headed by women and over 60% of thesg experience severe economic

disadvantages. A little more than 10% of Canada's children aré now living

in a single-parent family. It has been estimated that more than 40% of

children will have lived in a single-parent family for some period of time
before they are ié‘;ééég old. ) o ;

In the réecent past, thé most répiéiy_grbwihg segment of the
population.are those who are members of dual-breadwinner or dual wage-earning
fémiiiéé. Another dréméti; increase is émpng thée who live alone. Buried

somewhere in these statistics are the 'So-called réconstituted or recombined
C - < - .

fémiiiéé‘BIOﬁgﬁt.éBout when previdusiy.diVOrced adults remarry thereby
, o S ‘ ’ oL I : ; . .
creating with théir new spouses and their children a modern and complex

form of an extended family - 8 grandparents and God knows how many aunts

and unciééi §tép5rothér§, balf-siiters and cousins.

o With all this, Statistics Canada informs us that "marriage is

.moré‘popuiar than ever." 1It's so popular, it seems, that many_peopie marry

2

K 5



more- than once. Nine out of every 10 adults will marry at least; once and
perhaps a quarter of&these will éﬁﬁééihéﬁti§.3i§6r£é if Eﬁrr@ht treﬁdé *
remain the same. Families today are smaller than they were in the past and
they are more homogeneous. In the ﬁaéE: the comings and goings of relatives,

boarders, lodgers, and strangers as well as siblings who were much older ahd

much younger provided a more varied envirqnment‘and a greater experience of

and contact with ﬁéog}e in different life stages:

H »' ' _ \

One can go of and on quoting Eﬁééé statistics and trying to figure -
.oUt.what they mean and what they do not mean. I do ﬁé%‘Qaﬁﬁ 26 prolong the
lexercise any further: The bottom iiﬁé seems to be that-%nyone who érill~hold§
- on 'to the simple image of the family as -a father Gﬁé brings home the Baédn,
Va'mbﬁhér who cooks it and their one or two children is badly out-of-touch

with reaiiny. .They'are out—of-touch with EﬁéiVariéa and diverse ways that

.~ —

people today are trylng to find for themselves close; supportive, intimate
. , |
.and committed familial relationships: Erica Jong has reviewed Betty Friédan's

¢

iﬁitiated In her book, The Second, Stagg; Friedan challenges-those who

‘theit preoctupationsf3 In her review of EﬁiékGBEE; Erica Jong says this:

Wlth flgures such as these* what on earth 1s

talklng about?
Clearly, théy are talking about our vanished
dreams of a storybook family in which Mom bakes,
Spot runs, Dick and Jane play, and Dad comes home )
at 6 p.m. Similarly, many feminists have, been s
reacting against that vanished dream. But )
ironically, what _both the right-wing’ nostalgla—
mongers and the feminist extremists have in *
common is ‘that they are both fulmlnatlng about
something that no longer ex1sts

b4

. o . | b‘ . N . .



Reader's Digest is not known as a radical or avant-garde. publica=

tion. Yet, in annOUncing a new pubiicatiOh entitled famiiies, they acknow=

iedged the diversity of coqﬁemporary famiiy forms in this way:

. [ ' o : ' ' ' | J
Today's family is, (théy said): : '

‘ - Mor, dad and 1.8 kids; . .

couple with three kids: one h1s,zone hers and one thelrS'

26 year old single’secretary and her adopted son;

couple sharlng everything but a marrlago liceénces; -

divorced woman and her stepdaughter;

retired couple .raising their grandson;

- All of the above. .

B NI N |

!
w‘w‘>ﬂw‘w

To this iist, for today s purposes, We_might add: -
- A 16 year old girl liyving at home with her parents
and her daughter.

Things, it seems, are not as neat, as tidy nor as predictable as
/ N i .

they orice wWere nor as we be11eve they once were. We have; as a culture,
secured for QUrseives, over the past fiftééﬁ or éwénty years; a considerable

.
.

degree of choice and freedom to live lives according to our own intentiors
and our own more individually chosen values. We can now choose, without
i - - ,’ - - - - - ,. o~ - - -
i - the threat of excessive pressure, social stigma or penalties, to remain
> i . i
single. If we choose not to live alone, we may choose to marry: ﬁaving

married, we can also choose more easlly to dissolve our marriages. We c;n
cﬁoose to have children or to be without children;_ We can choose to have
chiidren outside of marriage. Woméé can now choose,; whether or not they

have children of a dependent age, to work 5uEsi&é of the home on a more R
eQuai;(if not yet fully equitable) footing with méﬁ: We have the choice

to decide, upon pregnancy, whether or mot to bear that child. We have the

\‘}1
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’ ;! Choice-to bear amd to keep those children who only 15 years ago would have
been labelled as "unwanted.' 4{

v .
s

Without "doubt} we cannot make these choices witﬁqgt facing certain

as a society, we have become, if we look at it positively, more accepting
’ L4
_and more tolerant of diversity. There are some, I suppose, who would suggest,
more pessimistically, that we have simply become more apathetic and don't

-

o give enough of a damn to make our own convictions and beliefs known. Either

way, we cannot forget that acceptance is not tﬁe same. thing as égﬁrOVai and

exercise of choice is oftéen accompanied by negdtive implications. I will
T P . Vo - ST
return to some of these as they pertain to adolescent mothers and their

- , L

children later.

c, ’ : -] T

I do not think:that many people would want to relinquish thé

freedoms we mow have. Ipndeed, many of us here have probably, in a variety

of ways; argued for, advocated éﬁé-fongﬁt.for changes in our laws, curricula,
social policies and values in order to make some of these choices real and
realistic; realistic in the sense of being able to choose among Ehééé .
options without undue ﬁérdéhipé. ) )

semse of uncertainty, that we feel as we begin to see the responsibilities

we Wust now assume inlight of these choicéds and as we recognize that; as

. - . . 7 ) i . o ; i ) i o ) ; o ;777 N 7 2
" —a people, we are ill-prepared for the exercise of responsibility. Uncertain
: . - a s R )

' - 7 ; . )
. : . ' ‘ . S ‘ - ' ) .
Q . . : . . y
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gnize too clearly some of the ‘costs imvolved. Along with eur anxieties for

of our strengths, in this regard, we are even more émBiva&ént when ‘the
freedoms we have secured for ourselves are exercised® by our chiZdren: Indeed,

rd

,,,,,,,, i o# o I .

we may with our relative maturity and greater appreciation of the consequences

of our actionsvfeel that; for us; the choices are not even real for we reco-
: y

“our children, we may even secretly envy them for what may'be the foolish,

yet; somehow’strangely attractive innocence with which they segm to exercise,
N [ : .
with relative 5556965, their freedom from the restraints with which we grew

- - S — -~ - - - - _ - N \ - - - "
up: I'll-mention but one example of how this ambivalence has recently been

-
expressed.
-~ o ‘ ! ' S
- .
- ) . S . ) .
: We are all welil aware of the immense significance of the intro-— o

duction, in this century, of the modern technoiogi;s of eontraception. We

have, for the first time in human history;. broken the previous necessary

-

connection Between‘sex and conception. On the one hand, I have noted an
increasing uneasiness about the side-effects of nearly all of the modern
techniques of contraception. We begin to recoghize that many of thesé tech-

niques that promised sex without consequences are not as benign ag originally

thougit and carry their own conseguences: But more intéresting and. surprising
than our ambivalénce about the technologies themselves is the suggestion

recently voiced by women, Bbﬁﬁ ﬁiéﬁ?ﬁ and outside the feminist movement,
that the liberation of women from the hitherto inevitable link between sex
énd c;néepﬁipn has éfééiédré‘BéfQééiGE sexual ciimate of attitudes and é£ﬁ§é—
tations from’ the whicﬁiﬁﬁé; cannot mow escape: It is suggested that women

have now become subject to the technological imperative. If we cam do
: : 1 pas

" ‘k
something, we must do it and there is no saying No:
1
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. . To understand the source of oufr ambivalence, we need an historical
perspective:. We ‘have;" in a relatively short period of history, br-ig:ome an
extremely ‘individualistic and self-centred society. The major trend over

the past two centuries in Western industrialized societies nhis beén a trend
. . C 7 7 o . _7)’ . 7 .
away from close ties with members of our extended families, friends, neigh-
A v
bours, members of.a community. We need not be naively romantic or nostalgic

about the past to recognize thaﬁkwe»have become more isolated and alone; We-

can certainly recognize the extent to which traditional communitiés;wéré often

‘oppressive of the individual person. -Nevertheless, despite the drawbacks,

there was 'in the past a sense of certainty,‘Sécurity and direction that was

" "based in the miutual dependencies ard close ties ma¥ntained with othérs. -

_ _ _ _ N . _ : . Qq - - - - _
Indeed, privacy; as we usé the term; was not known by thé vast majority of

-

: - - - . -
pérsons nor was it highly valued by th?m.

- ) 7' - 7 / . o B 7 | ~
By the 19th century, the two generatiomn family of parents and

their childrén, separatéd both geographically and psychologically from

relatives and neighbours, was becomirng firmly established as both a statis-

tical norm and an evaluative norm; that is, it was quickly becoming the

of goods and services we produce and consume has grown, as the bureaucracies

we have created have gotten bigger and more complex, -as family businegses

have grown into.corporations éﬁdfthen into multinational cOrQorationg, as

néariy évérytﬁiﬁg étdund us has gotten Bigger; the famiiy ha% grown g@alier

and more disconnected from éhe world beyond the front door: It has become
. . ! -

isolated, E;égiié.én& vulnérable, an "évéfioaded fu;e" as Harvey Cox once

/

called it. CL o 4 3 \
. lfj( :

[ &




Today, there dre moRXe people choosing to live alone, more’

single=parent families, more intenYionally childless cduples, ﬂere divorces
and Separationé, éolthaf we ‘now_se éo continue in a process of reaucing

- ( ,,,,,

~ ° the number and duratjion of owr emotional attachments to others. : Many once. ‘

‘paively thought of family as a refuge from a hostile world beyond its
boundaries, a place to retreat to. It now seehs that many seek refuge .

from family, its relationshins and responsibilities. Equally; when we are’

. Lt N / . - ‘7 _ o o .
within our 'families, we often seem to withdraw from our relationships into
our work,.intb;dur éxcéssively:individualiééd leisure-time éCtivitié§;‘into,

narC1551st1c fascination with our 1nd1v1dual potentlals for self fulflllment.

AIn the name of self-fulfillment, the marrlage partnershlp has been reduced,
: N

for some; to the equivalent of e‘naninding or Coﬁtfatthally'limitéd commi t=

ment, virtually indistinguishable from any other ‘business—likeé 'rélatichship

. -

based on self-interest. -

-
~

With the steady evolution of ;nauétrial societies came urbanization:

.
-,

masses of people together from which we withdraw in order to maintain a° sense
of our uniqueness and anonymity. Similérlyi-gedgréphic;l mobility proved
L . L i . Ll Tl T .. _ ¥

a must as workers were to go where the jobs were thereby severing ties to

relatives; neighbours and friends and eventually leading to the. recognition

.

that Suéhities afé'painfni in the ion'g:'run‘én'cis ECCGraingif, to appropriate,
psychological defences agalnst such t1es. ihé teiepnbne hév, indeed be c
the next best thlng to be1no there but it is a pale repllca of the real thlng
S ‘ ' <
With industrialization, patterns of‘econcmic acgiVity changed
dramatically éway from cooperation and inééf&épén&énéé toward Eiéﬁi}

indiv 1dua112ed competition for - wages or proflts 1n the market plﬁce.

h ) o . R R o . 1;777 ' B ' ) By

\.1 . ' 2 - . . B - -

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

—

A

his or her own self-intaerest.

10 -

N

< ’ -

on the asiﬁmptlon that the system works best only if each particxpnnt pursues

As the system evolved; it forced upon us

cholces between the well-being of our families and communities, the well-

.

being of our relationships; and individual fulfiliment; the system tilted

.

¢

the balance toward the latter.

-~

.

These comments are no more than gross generali7ations 1 hope

»
!

they are simplifying and not
industrialized societies are

i

" level, they reflect a way of

/

The age of industrializatipn
of many individual, discrete

dardized and interchangeable

to fulfill.. When we organize our sbcieties upon the same principles

.

mérély simplistic; These tharacteristics of

those most: often noted:. At a more fundamental -

tﬁinking;énd a way of organizing ourselves.
is the age of machimes. Machines are Eéae up *

and disconnected patts;, These parts are stan-

and each has its own specifit role or function

the machines of industrial prbdi.it:tion can run shoothly without human inter-

.

ference, we treat ourselves as ptoDle as if we were no more than inter-

=

changeable 5éfts; produced in a standardized mould, and expected to carry

made it poss1b1e, after the Second World Wan for many married men

P

and sustain their ‘families without their spouse's contribution of Iébénf in

7 '

the market place; men became

s 3

”bréddWinneré , employees with designated and
; S

‘clearly—defIned roles in the1r places of work. Corresponding td his role

[

.y e

-

Seadvinner was her role as "homemaker", equally éefined and confining:

- S .
¢ -

’ . -

' We can pow return to the question of our ambivalence abbut the

-

freedoms and responsibilities we now have.

-

\ 2

i,f . po——

so that

> Thus, as the relative materxai prosperity

to support

S T
I would suggest that responsibility




*

. - / -
is a capacity that grows out of our béing togéthér with othérs, out of the.

Y

has come before us and our hopes for what may come after, out of -our shared

~

©

experiénc;; with others from which.wéfméy dévéioﬁ 4 sense of empathy thét‘

can extend beyond our'péréoﬁéi rélationships to the situations of others

who are distant from us. Réépbﬁéiﬁiiicy,is 4 capacity that grows out of

- our being together wiéﬁ_ocﬁérs whom wé recognize as persons, complex, many-
fqieiea;.whoie and uniQué.. it}doéé not grow out of a being togethéf with

role occupants. * ; P

What I concludé from the above remarks is that the kind of society

. : 19

we have shapeéd for ourselvés is a society ordered as though it were a machine
e a s .

and we its component parts. It is a society which affirms our self-interest.
if not ogf individuality and uniqueness; a society that &ra&%ﬂus apart Zrom
one another; a society that categorizes us by reference to a limited number
of our human attributes, f;ggméntg us one. from another and confines us in
exercising our responsibilities for we are assured that beyond our own special
re )

place in the machine, there is someone else who will deal with that problem.

v )
. _ _ . _ _ - . hadi _ _
. This, then, is a portrait,. perhaps better a Cér#téturé, of the,

world we are part of, young and old alike. It is a world that makes commit-—

-, N

¥

ment to others difficult and, for that reason, spawns a-frenetic search for
intimécy and meaning in an essentially hostile enbi;onﬁent.a Youth may react
to these circumstances iﬁ.its'owﬁ unique and yOuthfui‘way: "sex and drﬁgé
and rock and roll" as a punk band recently pyt it. ELE, lest we be tempted
to over-hasty moralistic judgments about our children|, we should remember.
. that as adults we frequently react and cope in our own unique and mature ways: .
T . ' E =
ERIC S VU
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égg'rédi'zement and the 1fke. -
~ . ) .

7 . s . Lt ) B v
IR : But, we are not here today to talk about adults. So, what;
is the situation of, youth? As I have said, in our machine-like’ society,
: 4

‘eéveryone has a place, a role to fill, a pugypose to serve. Well; ﬁerhqbs

not everyone. There was a time when children were regarded as economic
- . ' _
assets; they ‘were, fOr,past generations,; and still are; within many cultures;

the equlvalents of the Canada Pension Plan and the modern social security .

system. From an early age, they contrlbutéd (sometimes in a fashlon aﬂpro—

-priate to their abilitie§ and, at other times, 'in a way. that exp101ted their

capacities) to the économy. By the way, the word, "economy", actually means
the ordering QE the home. The point is that théy were involved in the real
BdsiﬁesslbfviiVing. Today, ve ate'reminde& ﬁét_iﬁffeiﬁéhtly how children
are a hindranee'to chosen lifestyles and that each ome Wi;I\COSt up to-

$200,000 to raise to the age of 18. . = SRS

1

r °

. récent iﬁvention; not more than 200 or 300 years oid: 1In the Eur0pean-

tradition from Wthh most'%f us here are descended, ﬁfiBf‘tO’the invention
of childhood, there wére essentially twoékxnds of people: infants and
adults. To be sufe, sSome adults were small and young but they were not

ﬁﬁdérétobg/aSQAiétiﬁctiy childlike nor youthful. Their wishes and ideas

'were perhaps not regtrded as 1mportant and they were likely 1?nored most

/

'of‘the t1méf‘ ﬁut, they did move with and among adults. They shared the

same world. This is not the case today: o .
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Fairly early in the evolution of industrial‘societies; the .
exploitation of children and youth was recognized. Futthermore, with the -
3 _ L P o —
increased productivity generated by industrial’-processes of production;
' - ' D

children along with their mothers Became'guperf109u§ to the iésbur.markét5ﬁss

their material contribution to the market economy, if not to tﬁé.hbuSéHold

ecomomy, no longer required. For the first time, in fact, the threat of
. ¢ ) :
unemployment presented itself to humanity along with the need to restrict

the size of the potential labour force. At any rate, laws against child ’

rd

: This is, you!ii rememben bccurring at the same time that famiiies
were becoming two-genarational, smaller and more isolated. With these ties
N : \ '
S ) L . AN N oo - _ B
to the community reduced, children (more 6f' whom survived beyond infancy)

{ previously had. Children became the center of the isolated iﬁ?imété circle.

And, they were seen as having distinct attributes of innocénce, vulnerability
and plasticity: ‘These attributes were then to be protected and %fééérVéa
. ) .

against the harsh realities and responsibilitics of the world outside the
family. Without doubt, feiative to the previous circumstances witﬁih which
persons of a) young age had lived, these "children,"” protected frJ& exploi-

\ . : 5 )
tation in the labour force and nurtured as never before, gained much in

dency was increased: Yet, along with these advances, came their increasing
N isolation from the community and the society.” Their isolation went hand-
. ' ’

in-hand with the increasing isolation of the family, the growing division

and specialization of. labour, the development of the school system, and the

A5 L
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sharpening competitiveness of market-oriented economics., They were, as such,

becoming removed and divorced from active participation and involvement,; in
a fashion not aiséiﬁilér t6 that of women, frbm,those societdl relationships

-

from thCh a sense of personal worth in the context of human- communlty can
-
N4

/

;7 The process 6f'their fragméhtétioh has continued: the duration

‘of their emotional psychological and éccoromic depéendency has increased

dramatically, well beyond (as our topic for the day testifies) the age of
5 &

their biological maturity. For the most part, their déyg now_increasiﬁgiy

up mostly of their peers and adult supervisors. They are, throughout this
o S - - [
process, largely divorced from the ﬁuman realities of birth, death, caring
for others, watching people grow 0ld; workiﬁg. Their sense of human ﬁéiﬁ;
and artificial treatments of-these emotions. Small problems identlerd
and resolved in a 30 minute slot; medium Sized human issues in one hour;’
and, major crises in a 90 minute special. JI‘"'”
\ ' ' |
i . A _a.% Y R
Children: and, even more so; adolescents 1live essentially in

their own world: It is too frequently an artificial and unreal wori\
‘

e
Lo

divorced from the reality they are; we presume, preparlngiyo meet and assume

reSponsibilities within. It is this reality from which they are sejerely

they are aliens within their culture. They cannot céll the reat world,

their home. . L
. 1o

.



As I said; we have defined childhood as having distinctive
.attributes of innocence, vulnerability and plast1c1ty.' We pret6ct these
s attributes from the encroachments of the outside world. An&, wé-&ény to
our children the exercise'of responsibility in human affairs. And,\yEt;

we are surprlsed when they fail to act respon51bly. We- teach our ‘children

to compare andffg—compebe' when they grow up intblerént; é§§értivef ggres—'

sive and s'lf~centréd, u‘ Ask ourselves where we have féiiéd. We segregate :
people by ”ge and then we c’mﬁiain about the COnEiiCt of générétibhs., We

institutionalize human activity from the cradlé up and wé atré surprised at

our lack of imagination, creativity, sporntaneity, at our listlessnéss;

boredom and constant search for stimulation. We §eem_unabié to brbtébt
them and ourselves from advertising:s we abandon them to T.V. and we are

saddened because they are restiess, perpetuai consumers. We héVé médé of

-

L T T o S ;
~gdolescence a kind of no-man's land and then worry about their ,distance
i from us. We pamper them, protect_them and when at 16, 20, or 22 they fail

to bloom spdntaneously into.hard—WOrking serious citizens, we label them
immature and soft.

)
And; ‘I am afraid that if we are honest with ourselves, we wii%
‘recognize that the cult of Jouth so pervgsiVe in our culture, the glorifica-
' tion of childhood and adolescence by we, the adults; is but a_refiection of
 our own frustrations with the responsibilities that burden us.’ We see youth
.
as a favoured age, an age devoid; of responsibilities for that is what we
have made of it.' Aﬁa;'eﬁi irages Ebﬁé.Béck to hannﬁ_ugrand fruétréte.us
still further in the advertising to which; as a socidty, we now devote

- [
v 4__

$5000 per family per year. And, we ask ourselves why we can't too water ski °
behind Fhe Labatt's baloon and play water polo on sea-doos.

A}
1
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L Benled of the opportuntty to genuinely Darflcipate in and con—

tribote”to the world they will inherit,; our childre: Yare confined to playlng

games in a perpetual state of role moratorium 1ook1#g for an appropriate-
idéntity. One such-game is the Brécﬁe Shields' game, the sexy kids game,

which in a perverse fashion, transforms the natural and legitimate expression

-

of adolescent sensuality and sexuality intd a consumer c6ﬁﬁ6di€§ knownfas

recreational sex. It is a sexuality, tatlored £S ‘adult images, complete

with addlt Hang-ups, of an object-oriented ééiﬁéiiﬁy without responsibility,
\

without commitment; without compassion. ) /

4 . '
\
\\Q very interestirz phenomenon has. cropped up in the past few years.

When the games they play get out-of-hand, we now offer our children a '"taste" —~

B o o e ) S i {
of réality. There ai« more-and more examples today of what I would call
games of deterrence; ~In the Scared Straight bEéjééE;; delinquent adolescents

spend a day w1th prison immates who, if anything, exaggerate the harshness

of prisOn life to. deter tnem from further mxsbehav1our;; In family life and .

_ sex education courses; a board game like monopoly has been introduced to
demonstrate that the money you get for passing go without an education is
not enougP to keep you and ybur young pregnant wife in the fashion to which

you have become accustémed. Or; in a similar vein, kids have been asked

A

' to take chaggefof an uncooked egg for 48 hours to emphasize the unrelenting
responsibilitjes of raising and caring for a child. Certainly; in the
pr§sent circn?stances; there is much value in these games, "but; in the end,

_tnéy rémain games testifying to the artifIciality of children s. experience. .
L ' .
N ;
N\ " In the few minutes remaining to me“zI would like to turn directly'
: : 5
\\to the topic of adolescent pregnancy. I will do so in order to share with you

- .

.\,\ ) ‘_ " N R .- : .\ \ -I (,.




some of the facts and figures. I will aiso_try tb;identify some Queétioné we
'77 ) ) 7 A % . 77' 7 B . . -
may wish to examine §S the evening discussions proceed.
.7 * !

?irét, I havegnever encpuntgrea a muddier sef of statistics. Ekéy
are, ég best, unclear and imprecise. i; worst, thgx&gfé intentionally miéé '
leading, open to speciouéﬂinferengeg designed to back up pre-defined fons -
clusions. We are told that one in five tééhégé‘girié wiii become prég%anﬁ
befora she leaves high school, that there are 56:666 adolescent pregnancies

in Canada each year, 1/3 of which will end in thérapeutic abortions. ,ﬁéjﬁ\

dre told that one girl in 20 bétween thé agés of 12 and 19 will becomé \\ .
7 - - - . .

B B I 2 o A oo I S
ﬁrégnéht each year, that 40% of all teenage g{‘rlé will become fpréghéﬁt before

they até 20, that 97 of thé babies born in Canada aré born to teenagers.: On

the basis of such figures, we are told that there is an epidemic of adoles-
cent pregnancy-. The éénadian'EOmé Economics Association §hare§qthi§ view.
. . . - -

L

These figures do not tell us whether the 1 in 20 who gets pre-

tb&éy tbaﬁ, say 20 years ago or whether 100 years ago téenagers were cus-—

tomériiy.parengs.

.

- Whet we do seem to know is that more teenagers are sexudlly active

‘ : : ¢ ;
todgy than 20 years é}o. The overall rate of teenage childbearing has actu-

ally declined sharply over tﬁc-pastkéb years even if notbqgite.as Qhafpiy =

as the rate for women over 20 years of age. We know that the only group for
whom Lhe r;te has increased is girls between the ages of 10-and 14 such that
in 1976 there weré 1,013 girls of this age tht we know about who Bécamt1

¢




prepnant. We know also that there has beeh an increase in the use of

. \ - ] . ) S . . . o o

contraceptives by teenagers, especially by older teenagers. We know atso
: 4

teenagdrs that result mot from an increase in the’ number of addleééénik
o pregnancies carried to term but from a decrease in the number of shotgun.
- marriages. Even so, 50% of teemage girls who bear children do marry before

7 : o | , W
. those teenage girls who remain unmarried and give birth to a child now keep

their babies whereas 80 to 90% would have given them up for adoption as
little as fifteen years ago: ‘We also know that it is no longer as easy to

identify 4 high risk group of adolescents by reference to class, race or

family étébiiity as it was in the past: (We can note; however; that the

.

incidence seems to be particularly high among our mative populations).
. v wlo

-«

There is, as far as I can tell, no evidence that the problem of
— — ’
adoléscent prégnancy is new ﬁ€;\337que to our time. There may well be
unique .and new problems that now arise as a result of teenage pregnancy

and teenage childbearing and the way we, as a society, now deal with the
consequences. 1In' the end, I have té agree with Kathleen Rudd schart (%)

‘ (3)

and\Maris Vinovskis
A v

that the teenage pregnancy epidemic dctually turns
out,\upon énéiyéié; to be a teemage baby~keeping epidemic. It is this
; . - ) . \ _

trend of unmarried girls to keep their babies that makes us aware of a
phenOAEnOﬁ #&.d of the supports they require and the costs of those supports
\ . . | - - : . \- . ’-/1
3

'

\ .
to taxpayers.
\
Although these figures do n¥t lead .easily .to firm coi  :ioms nor,
L L | S : 7 . .
much less; to simple prescriptions. and solutions, there are some quc “ions
. n . X N ‘.
- -
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they lead me to'ask. First, most unmarried adolescent girls who get pregnant
did not want to get pregnant. Why, then, among thcse who do carry their  /

babies to term, do the majority now choose to kéep their baMies? In reading
a fair bit of the Iiteratiure about how, as professionals, we should deal with

the pregnant adolescent, I note with interest that adoption is hardly ever

mentioned; it is cértéiniy"noc adyocaxéd as it was when i waéugrowing up.

This represents a huéé shift in aét&tu&éé and valués over a very short period
of time. Certainly, as many ggggéééi there ié.tddé§ 5ugtéabér acceptance of
variations in family lifestyles such that the single parent family is now
rightly recognized as a legitimate form of family living deserving of various
kinds of support. Others say that.the trend of girls to keep their babies %ﬁ
can be accounted for by peer pressures exerted upon the gi?i telling her |

to keep the baby. But, what is this peer pressure saying? For somé of these
girls, is the idea of a child perhaps naively seen as a tieket out of depen=
‘dericy and into the real world where decisions are to be madé, real respon=

§i5iiitié§ éééume&, control over one's own life and that of énother to Be

exercised? Maybe, maybe not. It's worth considering.
. X Rl

When T was growing up 20 years ago, there w*er’é; if T remember
torrectly, three reasons why adoiesceni:_ girls gave i:i’-lv’ei? children up for
adoption. First, shotgun marriages it was Be:iieire'd; w'iiﬁh', it seems, good
reason, did not last. Second, there was too much shame for parents and

daughter to simply acknowledge the pregnancy, bear the child and raise it

serise of shame, if it exists at all, is much less; indeed; about half of
éingié édoiéﬁcént mothers now live at home with their parents. There was,

°
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however, a third reason.. It was the reason that; growing up as 4 boy, was
the one most strongly 1mpréésed on me. It was simply that if you got a girl

pregnant and hgd to marry her, it would ruin your life. You would have to

drop out of school; you would forever be stfick in dead-end jobs, you would
, : ~ « ] .

be poor; etc. It may be that in the 1950s and 1960s this was principally 3

o - -

a male preoccupatxonﬁ:;€§h aps even a middle- cl&ss male preoccupatlon, for
'gs- everyone knew then, girls really didn't have ta.worry about educations or

oo s _ I L . ’\ - B o i .
~jobs. I have a hunch that the lack of attention to the part played by males
in adolescent préénéncy systematically serves to protect their subsequent
‘opportunltles and life chances in the real world. >

)

does still represent a real and significant thfeag to the life chances,
Ibpportuniﬁiés and expectations of the adolescent girl and her %hild.’ It
may evén be that béééﬁéé the responsibilities and obligations customarily
assuméd by women in todays' world are significantly different than in the
past; the 16§é of educational opportunities foF these girls wiiimnrové.to
i

the COnsé%uences of adolescent pregnancy and adolescent chlldbearlng and ado—
lescent parenﬁiné for the maé&e;s‘and their> children. Right from the start,
we can note that the maternal mortality rate from pregnangy ié”chﬁ ﬁigherx7

“Yor teenagers aged 15 to 19 than it is for oiaqr women. It is excepﬁyonally

-

> high for girls under 14:. The infant mortality rate of babiéé born to younger
teenagers -is twice that of babies born to mothers over 20. -There are a S
| ace,
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variety of medical complicationsfassociated with te%nage childbearing
L o o U & S S .
affecting both mother and chileE“The infants are more likely to be born

pre-mature; to be of @ low birth weight and to present wvartous neurological
abnormalities. Suggestions have been made that the infants of teenage
mothers are at a higher risk of being dbused and neglected. . There are .
further suggestions that ;ftér the initial novelty wears off atvafound the

time of the proverbial "terrible twos", many of tﬁ?ée infants will' be placed

for adoption or taken into foster care. Frequently, although not always,
the mother's educational opportunities and chances for stable employment
S are forsaken leading, for mainy, to welfare dependency. -In British Columbia

and Newfoundland, 8 out of 10 girls who become mothers before the age of 18«

do not complete high school: >
~ s 7/’ - ‘
~As I say, you are already familiar with all these problems. The
L e S i S L
bottom line seems to be thdt trying to raise a child while you're still trying
. to grow up yourself is not a way of life to be preferred. The single-parent

family lifestyle is, indeed, a legitimate and not even an historically new
form of family life having been quite prevalent in the 1920s and again just

after the Second World wé;; It is, however, a diffiig;%'way to:live and

_ bring up children. It is probably more difficult now than in the past given
i :
E R AR L
he absence of the extended supports of family,.neighbourhood and community

t to which single mothers turned in the 20s and 50s:. It is«a difficult way
of life for a professional woman with advantages. It is immensely difficult
? for a 15 or 16 year old girl:
There dare various ways in which Eééﬁééé'ﬁéﬁﬁéfé can be supported

- in their difficult circumstances. There is, I am sure; much more Ehat_géhid

R T

Q o - : ' o .
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be done. .In this regard; the innovative Louise Dean School in Calgary and
: . {
the Ecole Rosalie Jetté here in Montréal are interestlng and promising agH

o~

attempts to prQV1de supportlve and affirmlng opportunitles for adolescent

1 =
mothers to continue tpelr educatlons. There is no-strong ‘évidence to support

the view that the provision of such supports, services and programs will
increase tﬁe,feﬁél of sexual activity among the young. ihere are some that
;- , ’

beixeve that_ sexual activity among the young can bé deterred if the hazards

and costs attendant upon it are 1ncreased. But, as a U.S. Supreme Court
' Judge has suggested,; the same logic would have the State show its disapproval

- of motorcyctes by forblddlng the use of safety‘helmets.

) J
_ . . ;
I have come to the final Séction of the outline I hHave been

using to prepare these remarks. Can we reduce it? .The'question itself is

X

none too precise. What is it we want to reduce9 Adolescent sexuality?
Adoieééént pregnancy? Adolescent ch11dbeat1ng° Adolescent parenting? Im
the éﬁort term;,; I am, to be«noneét, not very optimistic that we might fé&née_
any of these 51gn1ficant1y. I think, tnérefore,rtﬁat‘in the short-term we
13 .
wiii be confinedeto trying to find moré compassionate ameliorative methods
to deal with the eonsequences. In itself, tﬁis &111 be a formidable task
/

-
/

fervour and in light of the Competition from other equally-pressing social
/o

ills fgi”tﬁe:fihite funds that would béﬁreqﬁired to better the circumstances

of the adolescent mother.
Why do I not t’hi’ni{ the incidenfe of adolescent pregnancy can be
qxgnificantly reduced in the short term’ First, although I -know there ié

24
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considerable debate about this point,; I am not yet convinced that adolescent

( o !

pregnancy is simply a product of ignorance. I'am tempted to agree with

v

Catherine Chilrﬁah who says:

Probably, any teenager could teitt us that

out—of—marrlage births are caused by inter-

; course together with insufficiént contra-

-ceptive protectionﬁﬁiack of abortIon and

failure to marry: ‘“¢ !

 WEES

-~ B .
_ . N o
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And;iwhen you think about it that s really just about all thef
factual information one needs. I am not underestimating the already demons-
trated value Of.family life eddéation programs and sex educatiom. But; it

14

remains the case that sex is not an intellectual or rational kind of human
activity. As Bruno Bettelheim ‘reminds us: - in sexy your body does things
over which you have no control," Faétﬁai knowledge about reproductive fﬁﬁé—

tions, while necessary, is not the same thing as respect for the integrlty

of one's own body and others. _And, certainly,-I know that there‘is much more
t6ICOntemRorary programs in-the areas of human. sexuality and human relatiehs.
But, cih:il’dren. and adults can only interpret information about physiology or
aboﬁt-Vaiues as heaniﬁgfui;-ahd appropriate it ashtheir'own; in terms of their
already éscasiisﬁéd krowlédge, the stage of their own iptéiieécuai and emblv.

tional development; and the exnériences and reilect1ons uson whlch they rely.

- . o B -
As I have tried to suggest, the klnd of experience available to

- &

our children is not conduc1ve to the kind of learning required.b That is
Why I am tém?téd to think, along with Kéthlééﬁ Scharf; thatBEVEh the b&st
#nd most innovative sex education eﬁforys.might reduce the annual teenage
pregnancy rate By somethihg like ibz;(s)-‘ ) _ ?

2;- - . -
\
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! Sex education is a contlnuous proceéé. Th;{post pervasive and
! : / -
likety influential séx‘éauéatibh-is;going on continuougly outside of our
schools in a sexually charged culture. We should not underestimate the

influence of often unspoken indirect messages from which childrén learn
ren,

as Ehéi‘BBééEGé; oun a daily basis, witﬁin their families the mundane incidents
1 R

that make up the sexual climate of their homes. It begins in thé way they

are diapered and toilet trained and continues as they become accustomed to

norms governing privacy, dféééing and undressing, responses to §éxually~

explicit advertising, and the like. Thgse indirect messages may well be
- ultimately more influential than the direct verbal Cbmmhﬁicétibh or lack

of it about sexuality. Beyond the family, the process of sexual cducatlon

continues unabated in the mass media, in the peer group, in the society

at large which has Ircrca51ngly come to define social success as sexual
success.
~
What it comes down to, I think, is that the odds are pretty

heavily stacked against the chances for success of any é%forté Cbnfihéé\to-

»

S ) e .
one institutional sphere of our society, no matter how well thought out or

delivered.

7 L e S -
If this is the case, we will be; at least-in the foreseeable
futdrc, ibékiﬁé for ways to ease the traﬁmé'of tﬁbéé girié who do Becbme

\

and keep their chiidren. Although the-phenomenon of adolescent pregnarncy
. ; ’

" 18 not new, it is today visible. Traditionally, it was a phenomenon that
g . . )

”



of the rigid catégoriés and principles that have separated us from one

hid in the shadows of our culture. We protected ourselves and our children
from recognizing the existence of its reality. The "wayward girl" was
typically withdrawn from the school or her immediate environment béfore

»

T S , —_— . o . o _ _
she started to "show" to return 5 or 6 months later to resume life as though

-
"

"it" had never happened:

e

Today, it is no longer so private. We see it and we find ourselves,

o _ . R o R s o . o R I
as we are today, involved with it. Our daughters and Sons aré not shielded

from the reality of adolescent pregnancy and adolescent parernting as once
they were: They most likely know of others who havé'éxpériéﬁcé& this reality
and may now be living with its conseduences; One migﬁ:reaébhabiy hope that
such awareness might prove the most/éffective deterrent.. There are, I under—
sténa;,aifew experiments in whiéh,adoiegcent mothers can return to their own
échoois‘thereby‘6vercoming, at ieast_in part, their sense of isolation and
ostracism from the mainstream of society and allowing them to participate in
notmal adolescent reiationéhips vith their peers. In these experiments,
daycare is provided foé them, at ieast_in ﬁart; Bylbther students. One

might even consider extending this idea as a me;ns of responding to the :
i;;reased needs for daycar¢7pf other women and men: It may not be the best
example, but it would represent a dramatic shift overturning the traditisﬁai
segregaéion and denial of responsibility to our children: As such, it could
Bé‘én example of how we might bégin to transform our societal battern;_in
generai to overcome, for tﬁé sake of both our children and'ourseIVes; some

anoi:her .

27
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- Such a transformation could lead us toward a society less harsh
than our own. We might; then,; feel less compelled to protect our' children
_from reatity: And; we might be able to consider seriously the idea of

bringing them up within reality instead of having fo bring them back to it.
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