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Racial residential segregation persists at high
levels in all American cities with sizeable black populations. In
1980, 28 cities with black populations of more than 100,000 were home
for 9.7 mill’ior blacks, more than a third of all American blacks. The
average segregation index score for these cities was 81, when 100
means that every city block is either 100 percent black or 0 percent
black. Neither the size of the black population nor its percentage of
the total city population can be used to predict how segregated a
city is. Racial exposure measures, which calculate the extent to
which blacks are exposed to nonblack residents in their home
neighborhoods, and similarly, nonblacks to black residents, also
indicate the extent of racial segregation in the 28 cities. The 1980
average segregation index score has declined from the 87 of 1970,
thus continuing the trend that was apparent in the 1960s. More rapid
declines are possible, as shown by 8 individual city scores which
declined by over 10 points. Seven cities, however, failed to decline
?y more than two points. Reasons for the differences are not known.
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RACTAL RESIDENTIAL SEGREGATION, 2B CITIES, 19701980 d
Karl Taeuber

Harch, 1983

Ractal residential segregation peralats at high levels {n all
Merfean cities that have slzable black populations, In 1980, the 28
olties that had a black population greater then 100,000 were home for
9.7 million blacks, wore than one-third of the nation's total, The
average degregation Index score calculated from 1980 census data [lor
these 20 cltins was 81, %2 The segregation indes (technleally the
Index of dissteilarity) ranges from 100 when every ciby block 18
elther 100§ black or 0F black, to zero vhen every city block lis the
sane ratio of blacks to total as the entire elty. Segregation iIndices
and other measures for the 28 olties are 1isted in Table 1.

w0 of these cities have segregation indices sbove 90:  Chicago
(g2) and Cleveland (91}, Fifteen cities have indices In the 805 and 9
elties have indioes in the T0s. Tno have lower Indlces: Gary (68)
and Oakland (58},

Size of black population is no predictor of how segregated a olty
{s, New York City, with a black population of 1.8 aillion, 18 24th on
the list with en index of 75, Chicago, with a black population of 1.2
.million, tops the llsL‘.ull.h an index of 92, Other cities with more
than one-half willlon black population In 1980 are Detroft (759,000
blacks; dndex of T3), Philadelphlz (639,000; 88), and Los Mngeles

{505,000; 81},

. hage 2

Neltper {s black percentage » predlctor-olr the lvevel of
residentisl segregation, Among cities with a black majority, Atlanta
(678 black; index of B6) and Baltiwore (554 black; also Bb)v have the
fifth and slath highest segregation indicos, wheresa Detrolt (638
black: 73) and Gary (71§ black; 68) are 26th and Z1th among the 2§
clties, |

Mthough a1l 28 cities are raclally sagfegatcd. there 18
verfation smong the cities in som of the manifestations of
segregation, Extreme roclal seporation {s {indicated by complete
raclal  hosogeneity uonﬁ residents of {ndividual oliy blocks.
Birainghem tops this 1lst with 463 of 1bs blacke 1iving in blooks
oooupied solely by blacks, Other cities above 305 on this meadure are
Jacksonville, Hemphis, end Richmond, In elght cltles.‘feuar than 108
of blacks live In racially homogeneous blooks; New York i3 at/the
bottom of the 1ist with only 1.5,

Mong nonblacks, living In raolally homogenous  blocks ls

" typleally sore comon. Cleveland ant S, Louls top the list with 678

Hving {n blocks with no black residests, The percentage drops belov
10 In only two cities, Washington and Oakland, The definition of
ractal tosogenelty used for these dsta--100§ black or 1003

nonblack-=18 quite stringent, If the definition were eased, 80 thet

blocks with fever than 58 of the other race vere obill regarded as

honogeneous, the percentages of blacks and nonblacks lHlving ln
racially homogeneous blocks would be much higher than those clted.

Ractal “eposure® Weasures are anolher indicator of raclal

separation in Aaericsn cltles, If we suppose that the city blook on
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* which & peraon 1lves constitutes hiy howe nelghborhood, we may esk Lo
uhal extent are blacks exposed to nonblack resfdents in thelr home
nelghborhoods? | Under odnplm mr?_utlon, aiposure of blacks to
nonblacks would be 2010, Umﬁlr couplete {ntegration, each black vould
be etposed to the city proportion of nonblacks, The "exposure lndex’
Is the average percentage nonblack for black residents, Mong the 28
cities, the sxposure of blaoks to.nonblacks ranges from 315 (Colunbus)
to 79 (Mlanta), Other cities with an Index below 103 are,Baltinore,
Birninghen, Chicago, Clevelaﬁd, St, Loula, and Hnihing'ton. Inall of
these ofties, there are enough nonblacks that the index would-be 308
or higher € there were complete reildenthl Integration,

There laacgrrubondlng exposure {ndex Lo measure the etposure
ofl nonblacks to blacl;s. It {8 the iverage peraentage of blacks on the
block, caloulated for nonblack residents, Asong the 28 citles, the
siposure of nonblacks o blaoks ranges fron 3 (Gary) to 5
(Chleago), Filbeen clties bave an indes below i, sntle anly four
have an index abo;u 201,

previous studies of the trend ln racisl resldl‘entl’al segr“egatlon
have described changes during the period 1980 to 1970, Y3 Durlng the
19408, segrggatlon Indioes peralsted ot high levels In porthern clties
and typleally lncreased In southern cltdes, During the 1950,
resldential segregation fn southern ycmas continyed  to intensify,
while many northern citles experienced swall declines. During the

19603, saall reductions In segregotion Wery Comon r;nong clties in all

reglons,
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Knowledgesble observers have different opiniens about ghe trend
In re.sldenml segregation durlng the"i'ma. Song expeoted the 1980
segregation Indices Lo reveal increases sl!m 1970, This enticlpation
vas bised on the obvious maintensnce of ounl';rul oity black
populations, rapld white population departure fron central oltles to
suburbi. the continuation of fnatitublonal forces that prosote and
paintain ractal segragation in hoﬁaln;. the peraistence of raclal
prejudtee, and the low poliblesl and finanotal priority put on fair

housing efforts.

Other Students of resldential segregation expeoted the data to

reveal that the 19705 had brought sharper deolines than prevailed

durlng the 1960y, Attitude surveys suggested declining levels of
ractal prejudice, The 1968 federal fair housing Jaw end the Suprene
Court dectslon {n the Sume year deolarlng all tousing disorimination
I11egal provided new lekal resourss, These, tos'ether with many state
and local falr housing laws and organizations, seened during the 19703
to be having sose influence b opening up lhg suburbs and reductng
white panic selling in racially mixed neighMrMs. The 19708 al%o
witnessed a sharp decline in rates of black population growth In most
clties, thus redtrelng the pent-up demand for poustng and slowlng the
traditional rapld racial transition fn areda newly opened up to
blacks.

Nelther espectation wes (ully borne out, In 1970, the average
segregation lader for the 2 cities was §7, - The decline ta 81 fn 1980

continues the trend that vas apparent In the 19608, bub vithout wuch’

acceleratlon, The pattern of decline In both decades may be
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characterized as 3 slow downward drift. Deolines of 6 points a deocade
for the next 50 years would still leave the average ofty with an index
above 50. . .

Tne trend data for 1970 to 1980 demonstrate the possibility of
rapid , declines. Eight of the 28 oitles had declines of more than 10

points. Dallas, Jaoksonville, Houston, Nashville, and Richmond all

_were -above 90 in 1970 and deolined mwore than 10 points. Columbus

(Ohio), Gary, and Oakland also daclined more than 10 points, even
though their 1970 soores were already below average. Researoh should
be directed to discerning what accounts for these large declines, and

why 7 other oities failed to decline by wore than 2 points.
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Footnotes -mmmmmwmmMMMmmmmmm.

nany nonblacks are mowber of other nonwhite *races,® Thla prelinlnary

mlyla slso ovrlooks other ethnle Intities vhieh should o

" Thls regort was prepared for the Citlzens' Commlssion on Civll
Mghts (c/o Center [or Kablonal Polioy Revhew, Catholle University,
Yashington D.C.. 20064) and appears, with o shorter title, w
appendix In  their report.u ") Decent floms, . .+ . A Report on the
Contlnuing Fallure of the Federal Government to Provide Equal Housing

Opportunity," Aprll, 1983, 1 I3 based on prelininary results froa

the research project, *The Trand In Jesidential  Segregation,"

mthyWNMwle:WWMmMummm.m
8025543, with further help from PopQIItlon fesearch Center (Grant
HMW%fthHMmlMMMOPWMMMMMMM
memmmanﬁmmmmm5$m.WWMyw
WMMAmmmJWmmMMMmemmmu
expressed fn this report are those of the author and do not

necessarily reflect the views of the K3F, NICHD, or Cibizens'

. Comnl33ion,

QmmemmMnMMOnMOMMFmemmn
counts classified by race, ag released on the P.L. 94171 coaputer
tape rllcsﬁ Cenaus data are laperfect; no adjustaents have been aade
for undercount or other errors, Ractal ddentification Ls based on
sﬂMumanMwuwudm&whaweMucmmudmw
black “and ponblack, Honblack Includes various "races” tallled for
oensus purposes, such a3 Chinese, Vietnanese, gnd Native Amerlcans, Ay

yell a3 those ;ecorded as white. 1In most of the 29 cltles, nearly all

Q

cluded 10 8 mre coaprehensiva nsessaent of gegragation, In
pmmmmmmmmmﬁwmumunmmMMMnm
mNmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmw
mmMMﬂwMMNumummmwdmmdeme
dynaalos of residential segregatlon have to ¢o with ractal and ethnle
patterns of suburbenizatlon, This anslysls oconaiders only Uhe
pMméHWMMummuwmmmwnmnm
tine of the census reaided fn the central efty (ercept fot Nashville,
which 1n 1980 census reports is merged ith Davidson County), Future
reports {rom this research projeat will take googunt of these raciel,

ethnlc, and geographio complenities,

13 Sorensen, Av, Ko Taeuber, and L, ol ingaworth, Jr., *Indexes of
mmammmlmMmmmnwmmmmwmmmm,
1940 to 1970, Soctologleal Foous § (April, 197505 125-142; Tasuber,

KnaM&‘NNManmulnﬂﬂu(%humthnI%ﬂ.
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Table 1. Measures of Residential Segregation for Cities with Black Pdpulation of Yore than 100,000 in 190"
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Population Segregation Index \%‘Living in _ Exposure Index
(in thousands)  Percent (Dissimilarity) Honogeneous Blocks ~ Blacks To Nonblacks
Oty Total Black  Black 1980 7970 Blacks Nomblacks  Nomblacks to Blacks
‘ s “i\ ‘ ' )
New York, MY 7,011 L8 % 75 mooot 3 B
Chicago, IL 3,005 1,197 0 % 9 0 5 b 5
Detroit, MI 1,23 19 63 73 B2 1. 8 M u
Philadelphia, PA 1,608 69 3% @8 B W By 12 B |
Los Angeles, CA 2,967 505 m o\ 8 90 43 Sy 6
Washington, DC 6% W 0 -9 9 12 .10 9 22 |
Houston, TX 1,504 440 2 8 3 B 8 I
Baltimore, MD . 7 41 5% 86 B9 A W 0 1
New Orleans, LA 57 3 B 76 BB R 15 19
Nemphis, TH o6 38 M, 2 B W 12 11
Atlanta, GA w583 6 86 2 B ¥ T 1
Dallas, X - 904 266 2 8 % & 4g, 18 T
Cleveland, OB . 574 %1 W 91 I 6 *
St. Louis, M0 53 206 U6 90; 90 2 6 g~ 7 :
Newark, NJ 0 192 58 76 76 9 R L i
Oakland, CA 39199 i 5. 70 2 T 0 21
Birmingham, AL 2By 158 56 B . 9% M 51 1 12
Indianapolis, IN (R X T B 0 1 56 2 6
Milwaukee, WI 636 W7 23 o . 8 6. 50 5 1
Jacksonville, FL 560 131 B 72N A | I TR §
Cincinnati, OB ¥ 130 3 (T 1 3 S th
Boston, HA 563 16 2 B 8 3 43 a 8
Columbus, OH 55 125 2 15 b T 32 N g
Kansas City, MO w13 a8 %0 18 | | 6
Richmond, VA a9 M2 % T 9 3 15 15 f
Gary, IN 2 108 7 68 n 19. 1l 3
Neshville, TH? b6 106 3 B 0 0. AT
Pittsburgh, PA Ry 102 2 83 86 13 52 . 0 6

-1 Segregation measures are based on the census count of black and ‘nonblack persons in each city block. w

‘, , i
2 Census data for Nashville fn 1980 include all of Davidson Countyi
\
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