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ABSTRACT
The Fairfax Courity Public schools (VA) presents '

Familygram, a newsletter directed, to parents to help them better
discuss and use test results for the improvement of their child's
education and the quality of the education program in yaiefax bounty.
An attempt is made to answer several important questionsv'What tests
are given? Which of them are required? and What can they measure?.
What can't they measure? Also discussed are how tests can be used to
improve instruction and how, to accurately understand the test scores.
A schedule of tests required either by the Virginia Department of
Education or. the Fairfax County School Board is presented. An
included glossary defines norms, "percentiles, percentile bands,
educational ability tests, and achievement tests. (PN)
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Dear Pdfbnts:' 4

Testing canbe a positive elemg nt in improving the Instruction and learning of the student In
your family. Both we in the school's and you as Parents need to understand how tens are used,
and what they measure.

Inflthis FAiVIILYGRAM, we try to answerseveral important questions:What tests are given? Which
of them are -req6ired? What con they measure? What can't they measure? Too often, we
educators resort to the Mystical and highly technical Jargon about testing, leaving parents with
the feeling that testirig is.something they can never understandi

In my view, what tests do best is assist teachers in diagnoilng learning needs. Tests areal's° one
waythotigh not necessarily the most important oneof measuring student abhlevement
Testing can provide useful information, but it can supply only part of the information That Is
needeci`to make sound educational decisions. Teachers. administrators,and parents need also
to look at quality of homework:written work, participation in class discussions, teacher-assigned
grades, and the student's application of what has been learned.

Different types of tests given in FCPS provide different kinds of Informotion. Some tests can help
teachers determine how your child is doing in school; others assess instructional programs; and
still others provide assistance in helping all of us know how well our schools are doing In relation to

varlety of national standards.
"Many of the tests are mandated either by the Mnia Departrhent of Educationor by Fairfax.

County. Others are given for the purpose of gaining additional-clues to help individual students
by providing more diagnostic Infortnation for teachers. I am Concerned about the amount of
testing that occurs, and I have directed the FCPS staff to ensure that the tests we give serve only
the purpose of Improving the I nsfruction and :earning of students.

As you know, Fairfax County students generally score well above national averages on tests.
However, it Is very Important that these results, as well as those for other tests; are interpreted
correctly and used appropriately by educators, studentsiparents, and other citizens, an
understanding of their Purposes and their limitations. Tests have' severe limitationd, and often
parents and educators have ascribed more ImPorta rice to test results than they really deserve.

It is my hope that, deer you have read this FAMILYGRAM, You will be In a better position to
discuss and use test results for the Improvement of your child's education, and,, I n Cooperation
with the schools, to continually Improve the quality of the entire education program in. Fairfax
County./

SPRING 1982

Sincerely,

Points of view or opinions stated in this docu-
ment do not neeessiril epresent offic§I NIE

position or policy.

Linton Deck
Division Superintendent

TESTS CAN BE USED
TO IMPROVE,
INSTRUCTION

The tests students are most:Often given are
achievement tests made by their teaghers:-
These teacher-made tests are part of the iscp ':
ular classroom progioms. They provide one
way of looking at your child's progress in

*.school. .
Norm-referenced tests and criterion-refer-

enced tests are the two other tyPes of achieve-
ment tests that are used. These tests provide
additional information that cqn help to guide .
Instruction. These two types of tests have
different designs and
purposes., ,
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What are norm-referenced tests? What
COP they tell about,astu" dent that othbr
tests Cannot?

. .

Norm-referenced tests (sometImei called
, stanqardizedtests)are designed to compqre
what yourchildren have learneaabout qsub- .
ject like tea ding or math with what other stu-
dents have learned about those same sub-
Oats. Norm-referenced tests, such as the SRA.

- usually cover material taught in most schools
In subjects like 'reading, language arts, math:
science, and social studies. They do not neees-

. sar4 test preciselywhat your child Is learning.
In his or her Fairtqcf.aunty classroom.

Norm-refer:OA:Odle* derive') this name
. because they cOmbare an individual's per

fOrrhance with thatof a gjoup called a norm
group. The norm group is comprised of ski-
dents from all kinds of schools from all parts of
the courifiy. Once a norm4eferenced test is
developed, it Is Oven to this large ,national

sample, usually several thousand students.
. Results of this norm group's testing are anal-
Yzed and ranked.tater, when your child takes
the his or adores can be compared to
ftfti results offhis norm group by using scores
such as percentiles. stanines, and grade
equivalents. These are merely different ways
.of comparing howWell an Individual performs.
on the test compared to the norm group
Thesescores are described in moreidetall on
page' 6 -

What are critilrion-referenced tests and
how are they 'different from norm-refer-
enced tests?

The Main difference Is , that p criterion-.
referenced test, such as a Program of Studies
test; gives.specIfic information about what:a
student has or has not learned about specl-
fled skills or, objectives., It does not compare
one student's performance to that of a norm
group. A norm referenced test can tell you
how your child compares to the norm group
in math or reading4iut a criterion-referenced
test can tell you more specifically whether he
or she can, for example, use zeros correctly In
multiplication ar'can identify the main Idea In
a story. . .



Ho* are the three different
CLASSROOM. (TEACHER-MADE) TESTS help

teachers find out how much students are
learning about what Is being taught .in fhe
class. They let teachers kr:low whether or not
students a reready to move on to the next unit
or level of the subject. Acing with other infor-,
rnation; cia ssroom tests are often used to help
the teacher determine a 'Youngsters grades
In school.

types of tests used?
CRITERION42EFORENCEDTESTS help teachers

make decisions about what skills within a sub-
ject a student still needs to learn. Teachers use
information obtained from criterion-refer-
enced tests to plan students' individual learn-
ing programs. Using these tests during the
school year helps teachers to see how wel I the.
learning program is working and hay? it can
be improved. '

NORM-REFEINCED TESTSrovide.a'school
or the school'afstrIct with a standard, or yard-
stick, to measure the successaf its curriculum,
and programs. They also help teachm by
providing one Indication of Individual stUderit
a ch leve'rnent.

Are my child's test scores ayallable'to
me?

Yes. Some score reports are sent home with
your child. Others might be seen in a parent-
teacher conference. Occasionally a score
report may be senf througyhe mall.

SRA Test's
In FCPS, the most widely used norm-refer

renced tests are the "SRA tests," so-called
because they were developed by Science
Research Associates Inc. These tests are

. selected by the \Orginla Department of Edu-
cation, and they are required for studenfs In
grades 4, 8, and 11. In Fairfax County, students
in Fade 6 also take the SRA tests.

Will the same SRA tests that were used
last year be used this year?

No. Recently theM rginia State Department.
of Education selected the 1978 edition of the
SRA tests to replace the 1971 edition. It direc-
ted that the tests be given in the spring, rather
than in the fail as had been done in the past.
In March of this year the 1978 edition of the
'SRA tests will be administered for the first time
in the Fairfax County Public Schools. These
new tests measure.essentlally the same skills,
but have been completely rewritten by SRA:
different questIons are asked. These "new"
1978.tests involved a new norm population
of students. Since scores will be related to this
new . norm population, -results will not be
directly comparable with thoie from the "old"
1971 edition.

What are the SRA tests like? What do they.
measure?

The SRA tests are printed in test booklets.
Students mark their answers on separate
answer sheets. Students complete the tests in
approximately five hours, over several days., .
The questions on the test are multiple-choice,
items, ranging from easy to-difficult, which
can be answered and scored more quickly
than can essay-type tests. The test measures
what your child learns both in and 'out- of
school and provides measures both otedu-
cational ability and of educational achieve-
ment. The subjects _which are tested in the
achievement sections are reading, mathe-
matics, language arts, social studies, science,
and use of reference materials.

What do the SRA test results look like?
The SRA results are reports of scores as they

relate to scores from a national norm group.
Results are reported in scores such :as percen-
tiles, growth scale values, grade equivalents
and stanines, and are discussed more
detail on page 6.

Is it likely that my child's SRA results will
be much different from those of stu-
dents my child's age who took the SRA
last year?

Your child's' results may be,'sornewhat
ferent this year. The SRA tests used in FCPS for
the past nine yearptivere admIrfistered to a
large nationwide sample in 1971.1hilwas the
normIng group. Slnde thattlime, performance
of Fairfax students on these tests has been
compared to that 1971 standard. The new
SRA tests were normed in,1978, again using a
large; but different nationwide sample of stu-
dents. When the new SRA tests are scored,
Fairfax students will be compared with the
new 1978 national broup. Where your young-
ster stands In relation to this new group may
be quite different than this same child's stand-
ing would have been in relation to the old
1971 group. We are using a new standard, or
yardstick, and where our students stand In
relation to this national yardstick,-may be dif--
ferent than in the past.

24th
percentile

- a D

51st
percentile

Similar achievement on both old (1971)and
new (1978) tests may give different national
percentiles.Th is example is taken from the 4th

76th
percentile

95th
percentile

grade test of reading. For different grades and
different tests, the .compdrlsons will be dif-
ferent.:

Using an example unrelated to testing, one
way of looking at changing standards Is by
thinking about how standards may shift in
another situation, such as the following ex-
perience of Don Sdhollander, Olympic swim-
ming champion and world record- holder. In
the 1964 Olympics, Schol I a nder won the Gold
Medal for swimming the 100 meter free style
event In 53.4. If he had swum the same event
In the next Olympiad in 1968; his time would
not have qualified him for any medal, be-
cause even the swimmer who won, the third
place Bronze Medal recorded a faster time
than Schollander did four years earlier. In
deed, the standard, or yardstick, changed,
becaute the 1968 swimmers were much fast-.
er than the 1964 .swimmers. In the testing
situation, the performance of the national
norm group for some grades taking the SRA

test, like the performances of Olympic swim-
mers, has Improved. Performance of other
grades has declined.

Will Fairfax County's test results from the
SRA (078 "new" edition) be different
from the results of the 1971 "old" edition?

ff is very likely that they may be. Based on
inforrnation from SRA, the Virginia State Depart-
ment of Education says .. , "we have a fairly,
good idea of how the national percentiles will
change from the 'old' to 'new' SRA tests.

'Based on the natiohatequatIngs of the two
tests, we expie5 the percentile rankings at the
4th grade level o be lower, 8th grade percent-
iles to be about the same, and 11th grade
percentiles to be higher. These changes are
attributabl to differences in the performan-
ces of th nal norm group samples"



In summary, reasons scores from the 1978
SRA test edition might vary from the scores of
the '1971 SRA test edition Include these:

The 1978 edition represents an entirely new
set of tests

The norm InforthatIon for the 1978 edition
represents different samples of students from
different sets of schools than those used In the
1971 edition

Average achievement levels across the
nation, may have Increased or decreased
between 1971 and 1978'

Actually, score changes resulting from use
of different test editions might be compared
to gas mileage differences between older
and newer cars, In the past, 18 miles to the
gallon was about average for a middle-sized
car. With recent automobile changes, this :18
MPG is considerably less than average: in
fact, many people expectio get twice that,
The "new" SRA tests, like the atitomobiles;
have changed, Comparisons of scores from
the two test editions could be very confusing
and misleading.

How Important are the SRA test scores in
making decisions about my child?

SRA test scores are only one n"opsure of a
student's" performance In the area's tested.
These scores cannot provide a complete pic-
ture of all the abilities and accomplishments
of your child. Decisions made about your
child are based on all available information.
Test scores provide just one piece of this
Information.

POS Tests
It isvery likely that yourd,has taken Pro-

gram of Studies (POS) tests, s, often referfed to
as the "POS tests." These are a series of
criterion-referenced tests developed by Fair-
fax County Public Schools teachers, curricu-

. lum specialists, and testing personnel.'to mea-
sure selected objectives from the Fairfax
County. curriculum, Program of Studies. They
are currently.avallable for objectives in math
(grades 3-8) and reading (grades 2-7).
Development of POS tests began at the ele-
mentary school levelin order to meet a state
requirement of giving, at least ,annually,
criterion-referenced tests in reading and math
to students in grades 1-6. In most grades the
POS tests are used I nstecictof the Virginia State
Basic Learning Skills Tests. (See schedule on
p. 5 ), Although the POS tests maybe given to
high school students, they are wriffen,to the
elementary and, intermediale school curl-

culum.

What Is the(falrfax County Program of
Studies (PM)?

The PrograM of Studies consists of hand-
books which describethe basic Curriculum in
all subject areas of the FCPS iristructiongi pro-
gram, The goals and Objectives that are oUt-.
lined for each grade level or subject area
were developed Cooperatively by teachers,.
curriculum specialists, . principals and other
administrators. 'Curriculum objectives have

. been placed at the grade level at Which most
students achieve them. These handbooks are
available at each school and in publiC librar-
ies for reference.'

JOY/ 73,1Z, 1/18/112

FtLtifix COUNTY PUBLIC dcHoots
DEPARTMENT OP PLANNING AMD DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
, *OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND 'EVALUATION

PROGRAM OF STUDIES TEST SCORE REPORT.
INDIVIDUAL SKILLS PROFILE

41 MANZ;
'MINT NO.;

Uri MANE; THRMATICS,i.RVIL 3, FORK A CLASS;
11111'"ITIST OATS; I SI ' SCHOOL; -

Tilt .PURPOSE or THIS MORT IS TO PROVIDI TEST Mani& TO STUDIITS AND
/Antrir.

A

GRADS

41
.

.

ACCORDING TO TOUR XIS ;MOUS. .A

. . . .

.40 .TOU ARS AILS TO .
.

FIND in DIPRIMINCS. TURD 4 MCAT. MINUINDS AND'I.DIGIT
susTRASINDS, WITH OR WITHOUT REGROUPING. . (SUBSIST 1)

USE Mimosa; Stint '(MR .DATE USING NUMERALS; SOLVE
WORD PROBLEMS USING A CLOCK. . (BUSIEST 8)

DEFINE PERIODS OF.DIME: .. . (SUBTEST 13)
40 TELL TIME TO 'rue NrumEty MINUTE; STATEMINUTES BEFORE/AFTER

THE HOUR; USE AM/PM TO DESCRIBE PARTS-OF THE DAY. (SUBTEST 14)
.

0 YOU NAT MILD HIP TO
DRTIRMIXII in SOH OP POUR ADDINDS THROUGH POUR DIGITS.

41
SURE RIGROUPING IS ammo. , c.. (SMUT 2)

SOLVE ONE-STEP WORD PROBLEMS FOR SUMS TORII 1000, AND.SOLvE
ONE-STsp AND TWO-STEP ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION WORD

, PROBLEMS. . . (SURTEST 6)
INTERPRET INFORMATION ON BAR AND LINE GRAPHS. (SUBTEST 12)-

YOU NSID TO LEARN TO
'FIND THE MISSING MS IN ADDITION, sosaricrios. MULTIPLICATION

411
AND DIVISION STATIMINTS. ' (SURTIST 3) .

MULTIPLY TO GET PRODUCTS THROUGH 81;MULTIPLY VERTICAL.2 DIGIT
FACTORS BY 1 DIGIT FACTORS WITH REGROUPING. .'-.- ISUBTEST 4)

DIV1UE DIVIDENDS OF al OK LESS AND REMAINDER IS 0; DIVIDE..
3 DIGIT NUMBER ENDING IN 0, BY ONE DIGIT NUMBEL,REMAINDER

ry IS O. . . (SUITEST. 5)
SEQUENCE 4 DIGIT NUMBERS; IDENTIFY PLACE VALUE FOR NUMBERS

THRU 6 DIGITS; WRITE 1/1, 1/4. 1/5, 1/8. FOR SHADED AREA.(SUBTEST 7)

ADD COINS AND BILLS THROUGH $14.00: BUY AND MAKE'CRANGE SHED
$1.00; SOLVE ONE AND TWO-STEP (+,-) NOEL) PROBLEMS THEO $VV. ( .

.

411

' '' (susTtsT)
FIND PERIMETERS OF POLYGONS, NO MORE THAN 4 SIDES; STATE
METRIC V ENGLISH LENGTHS & WEIGHTS; READ CENT i FAHRENHEIT
THERMOMETER. - S. ,)

(SUBTEST 10). ,

40

What are the POS tests? What do they
measure?

The POS tests are Instructionai tools for
teachers and are best used to plan for ongo-
ing instruction in a specific classroom for a
specific child.

The POS tests are booklets containing a var-
iety of small tests; each having questions on a
selected objective from the POS. They are in
multiple choice format. Results from such a
test show whether or not your child has learned
specific skills listed In the FCPS curriculum. The
tests attempt to give teachers Information
about the most Important basic skilli a stuff
dent must learn. ..

Some basic skills are 'tested through
the teachers observatio s of a child's daily
classroom participatio amples of the Im-
portant skills a child will need but which are
difficult to test In a multiple-choice format
are: whether or not a child can write clearly;
sound out dlfficu Itwords; and assume respon-
sibilWddltional Important information which
teachers need In order to Instruct a child
effectively in math and readint, is attitude
toward and ability in a subject. POS tests do
not measure these,

What do POS tests tell about my child?
Will I see the results?

The POS tests tea teachers and others In
Schools about the Instructional needs of Indl,
vidual students. For specific Skills the tests
Identify:

What your child is able to do
What your child may need help to do
What your child needs to learn fo do
if your shild's POS test Is scored at the

,school, your child's teacher reports the results
to you. If the PO§ test is scored by the FCPS
Office of Research and Evaluation, your school
will receive a computer-printed score report.
This report may be sent home or discussed pt
a parent confbrence. A sample report Is
shown above



.

. .
,

HELP YOURSELF (cont. from p. 5) GLOSSARY
.

..
.

BY FINDING MORE INFORMATION NORMSNumerical scores that summarize -' PERCENTILE BANDSExpressed as a range of .

4 . A good free publication is "Your Child and how the pupils in the norming sample did on scores; if a student took the same test several

, Testing," by Enid B. Herndon,Published by the the test. Several types of the scores, or norms. times, his or her score would fall within this
National Institute of Education, It is available .

are explained on the chart of scores found range (band).

. from Consumer Information Center, Dept.. beloW, When the 'term "norm" rs used, ,this .

52W, Pueblo, Colorado, 81009. generally mea ns the average score obtained EDUCATIONAL ABILITY TEST A measure of a

-' .
by the norm group. student's ability to do school work:Generally,

...,
Your questions on tests can be answered . ' these tests do not measure subJects taughrin

. by your child's teachers and counselors, and PERCENTILESScores which tell where a stu- school. Instead, they measure a wide range of

the school principals. They may refer you to dent's test performance places him or her in ..' skills associated with verbaL.numerical and

the area office, or to the Office of Research relation' to the,students In.the norm group. reasoning abilities. These skills are considered

.and Evaluation (960-6000), the office of FCPS' Percentiles range from 1 to 99 and tell you to be important for success In school. Scores

' Department of Planning and Development what percent of the norm group the student on these tests are Influenced by many factor'S

Services which prepared this issue of FAMILY- . did betterthan.TheYhave nothing to do with (family,. experience, culture, previous suc-.

;GRAM, the percentof the questions a student answers cess in school, etc.). . , '

. correctly. Example: A percentile score of 70 . .

. does not mean the pupil answered 70 per- ACHIEVEMENTTESTS,Arneasure of how inych
cent of the questions. correctly. Instead, it a pupil has already learned about school Sub-
means that the student's score was as good jects, like math, reading, or scier\ce,
as, or better thdn, 70 perceht of the students in
the norm sample. This also means that the , ,

other 30 percent did better than this student.
.

. ...
,

,
. UNDERSTANDWG THE SCORES..

. .
. .

..Test scores should be thought of as an indication, never as an absolute measure, of your child's achievement. To get the most accurate picture,
test scores should always be used with other information aboutyour child. Following is a list of commonly available test scores and some samples of
auestions whIcii.can and cannot be answered by each type of score. ^ ,._

. .

,, .

QUESTIONS WHICH CAN AND CANNOT BE ANSWERED USING VARIOUS TYPES OF SCORES
..

.

.

Type and Description of Sarin) Questions Which Can Be Answered With Questions Which Cannot Be Answered
Various Scores With Various Scores .

.,

. MASTERY . .

On'a criterion-referenced test, a "score" of Can Ted use zeros correctly in multiplIca- Is"Susan ready for the next grade? .

mastery indicates which of the skills tested a tion? . . t How does Carl's reading performance
student haS learned (mastery). A"score" of Can Judy read a story and Identify the . ,compare with other students his age?:
non-mastery indicates which of the skills main Idea? 8,

tested a student still needs to work on.
. ,. .

.
. ,

'GRADE EQUIVALENT (GE) : : ,

A GE score of 8.2 for a 6th grader is an est17 How does Dave's performance compare , Does Malys grade equivalent score Of 6.3
mate indicating that he or she did as well with the performance of the national sam- mean that she should be placed In grade
as would the average student In the 2nd pleat his grade? 6? . ,

.
.

month of the 8th grade/f 'the 8th grader According to what this test measurys, is Doesn't Kal's score of 7.2 mean that he
had taken'the same'6th grade test. It does my child reading at grade level? should be doing 7th grade work?
notmeap the student is ready for the 8th . :.

grade. .
. _ .

PERCENTILE . .
. .

The percentile describes where a student's is Jason's achievement above or below 4. What percent of the total number of
performance stands in relation to the norm the norm? questions did Lewis answer correctly?-
group..This means that a student who How does Helen's performance compare Is "School X" doing twice as well as our

t scored at the 98th pe(centile did better -)with third graders across the country? . . school?

Z than 98 percent of the norm group.
, , .

,

.), . -
GROWTH SCALE VALUES (GSV) - L.A . .

these are scores which can be used to trace Is Linda dolOg better tis year than we Does my 'child need a tutor? .
student growth from.yetar to year and to would have expected based on her pre- *Does Byron's achievement match his

;predictpxpected achievement within each vious GSV's? : , ,Dility?
.

subject area. 4j ''

i P
STANINE . .

A score on a 9 point scale where the aver- Are there differences InCheryl's
i. Is Betsy's class learning faster than Janet's

age score is 5. and the highest Is 9:Like per- achievement In different 'subject areas? ° class? ,

centlles, these scores compare a student's .° - Does Kevin know the most ImPortant
performance to that of the norm group, -1 skills?;.-- .

0 . . - .. ,,

'CRT: Criterion-referer?ced tests/NRT: Norm-referenced tests

4



Are POS tests normedto, Fairfax County'
students at my child's grade level?

No, they are not normed. The POS tests are
crIterlon-referenced tests. They provide infor-
mation far the Instruction of Individual stu-
dents and not for comparison among. stu-
dents. The POS tests tell how your child Is
performing on selected skills. The:jests do not
provide information on how well yourchild Is
performing In relation to other students at his
or her grade level.

'Will my child receive an overall nunier,.
!Cal score afteitaking a POS test?

No. Performance Is described intermS of
mastery or non-tnasteryaf selected POS skills.
There are no 'percentiles, norms; numerical
totals, or other scores such as you might find

. with a norr*.referenced test III5e the SRA. The
reason is tha your child's POS test results are
criterion referenced; the stss are not de-
signed to make comps s between stu-,
.dents or groups of\ students. e POS tests are
instructional tools for teache and are best
used to plan for ongoing instruc n in a spe-
cific classroom for specific children:

if my child, take; a \pOS test which Is
higher or lower. than 'My child's grade
level placement, should he or she be
placed In that grade?

Not ordinarily. Not all of the'POS objectives
are tested at each grade level; furthers each
child in the class may be working gl-d. differ-
ent leVel. Rather than proceeding lo the new
objectives at the next grade level, the teacher
may decide to support ore h objectives at
the current' grade level. In addition, your
child's teacherS must con der other informa-
tion before making such Important decisions
as either grade pladement or reading and
math group placement, Such other informa-
tion would Include: classroom. partIcipatIon;
application of skills; peer interaction; quality
of homework; scores from teacher-made class-

: room tests; and the teachers observationof
your child In the classroorin day by day. \

The results from any one test are only one \
way °Hooking 'at your child's progress in
school. The best picture of your child's growth
and development can be gained from regu-
lar contact with. your child's teacher, to find
Out about progress In all academic and
social areas.

eP. j
.

Do all elementary curd Intermediate
schools admjnlster the POS tests?

Yes.

OTHER
REQUIREDTESTS

.

What other tests Is myChild required to
,take?

METROPOLITAN READINESS TESTS (MRT)
The:Metropolitan Readiness Tests INAPT) are
given to all kindergarten, children at the end'
of the school year. As the name suggests, they
are used .to assist teachers and principals
.determine whether a child is ready for place-,
ment in grade one. The MRT measures the
level of development of skills and abilities that
contribute to "readlness",tor first grade instruc-
tion. Scores off:the MRT also give first grade .

teachers diagnostic information which can
be used for grouping children for Instruction.

DIFFERiNTIAL APTITUDE TESTS (DAT)
The Differential Aptitude .Tests (DAT) Fare
administered In all Fairfax County high schools.
Each high school has the option to test stu-
dents'in either grade 9 or 1,0. The DArmea-
sures strengths In eight abilities (verbal rea-

. soning, numerical abilityabstract reaioning,
cleriCal speed and accurdcy, medfranical -

reasoning, spaCe relations, spelling and lan-
guage usage), Scores in these eight areas 9re
used by counselors when asslitinGistudents
careerplannIng. "'

.

VIRGINIA MINIMUM CQQQQ mPETEACY TESTS
By mandate of the G neral AiseMbly of Vir-'
ginia, In order to rec ive a diploma ffom a

student, must demon-'public high school,
strate minimum competence in reading and
mathematics on Virginia Minimum Com
petenay Tests presabed by the State Board
of Education. Students take these tests for the
fir'st time in grade ten. if a student does not
pass one or both tests.as a tenth rader, he or
she has additional opportunities in eleventh
and twelfth grades to retake the tests (see `
schedule on pogo 5 ).

OTHER TESTS
Are there other tests which my child
Might take?,

YES, if he or she is In; or being considered for, a
speciarFCPS program.

t.
Students in the English as q second Ian-

, ,guager (ESL) program take the California
Achievement Tests (CAT) in the spring.

StUdents in Title I programs such as Step Up
Language Arts (SULA) and Math and Read-
ing Skillabs (MARS) take the Metropolitan
Achievement Tests (MAT)In the fall and spring.

, Students'being considered for programs
for the gifted/talented take the Otis-Lennon
Mental Ability Test In January.
YES, if he or she Is being tested for a specific
purpose at the school level.

Stunts being considered for special
instruclon and/or prpgrarns might take, the
Stanford Diagnostic ..ReadIng Test (SDRT) or
the Stanford Diagnostic Mathematics. Test

.,(SDMT).

Students seeking information about career c.
choices might take any of several interest/
aptitude surveys such as JOB-0 dr flaming-
ton/O'Shea System for Career Decision-Making.

Students may take optional school tests
such as the Metropolitan Achievement Tests
(MAT)' in ordesito provide information for, the
school's use Inlblanning Instruction
YES, if he or she is conSidering college or
employment after high school. .

Students seeking admissiOn to college
may elect to take the College. Boards" or

'Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and/or one or
more of several achievement tests offered by
the Educational Testing Service (ETS), Prince- .

ton, N.J. Each high school provides informa-
tion about registidlon, cost, location, etc.;
students are responsible for making arran-
gements to take the test(s).

Students considering a career in the armed
services can take the Armed SerVices Voca-
otIonal Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), which is
offered at no cost to the student,

4
When are they adminiStered?

The timing and scheduling of the tests at
each school are decided upon by the prInci
pal and coordinated by the school's test
coordinator. POS tests may be administered
at any time of the year, and at several times if
a teacher or principal desires:At somesc hoofs,
principals and teachers might have some or
all students take POS tests within a specified
period of time. At other schools they might
decide that each classrooM of stUdents, or
individual students, will need to take the tests
periodically throughout the school year. Con-
tact your school if you wish to know When your
child will be taking a POS test.



SCHEDULE. OF REQUIRED TESTS
1981.82

. COunh,rwide administration of several tests Is required each year
a

by the Virginia Department of Education or the Fairfax County School Board:
.

Following Is the 1981-82`schedule of these tests. .

,

Tests 1. Grade(9 Test Dates.

NORM-REFERENCED TESTS
MetropOlitan Readiness Tests (MRT) . May 3-7, 1982
Measure kills necessarj, for success'In beginning reading
and mathematics.

.

. .

SRA Achievement/Educational Ability Series (SRA), 4, 6 8, 11 March 15-26, 1982
Measure basic skills; provide information on educational
development In broad content areas and an estimate of
educational ability. ,
Differential Aptitude Tests:(DAT) 9 or 10 September 9-
Measure strengths in 8 abilities; provide information : October 30, 1981

useful In planning future study.

CRITERION - REFERENCED TESTS
Virginia Basic Learning Skills Tests (BLS):

Reading 1 Varies by school

Mathematics , 1 & 2
Measure state-adopted minimum skills; provIde.information
on the mastery of each' objective tested.

.
Program of Studies (POS) Tests:

Reading . 2-7 Varies by school

Mathematics.- 3-B :
Measure ielected county-adopted objectives; provide
information on the mastery of each objective tested.

Virginia Minimum Competency Tests . 12' October 5. 9,,1981 December
Measure state-adopted minimum competency skills In
reading and mathematics which are required far 10, 11, 122 March 1-5, 1982 Mid-April

graduation. Provide information on each skill .tested.
123 May 10 -June 18, 1982 May/June

(hand-scored) .

.
'2Students in the class of 1984 and those students In the classes 1982,and 1983 who have not achieved passigg scores.
°Students In the class of 1982 who have. not achieved passing scores.

Sburce of
Results Available Requirement.

June. County :

June . State/
County

Mid-December County

Shortly aftet testing State

Two to four weeks Stale/
after testing County

'Students In the class of 1982 who had ndt achieved passing scares.

/HELP YOURSELF
By-HELPING YOUR STUDENT TO DO BETTER ON

' TESTS

Try not to be overly anxious about test
scores. Too much emphasis can ti°6 upsetting
to children,

Give your student encouragement. Praise
your child for doing his or her best.
iv Don't Judge yoUr student on the basis of a
test score. Test scores are not perfect meg-

, sures of what your son or daughter can do;
many skills and abilities cannot be measured
by paper-and-pencil tests.

Meet with your student's teacher often to
discuss his or her progress.

Ask the teacher to suggest activities foryou
to de with your student at home that will help
prepare for tests.

Make sure your child attends school regu-
larly and completes assigned homework.

Make sure your student Is well rested and
alert on school days, especially on test days.
o Provide a good learning environment at
home a place to study, plus a variety of
books and magazines to read.

BY ASKING QUESTIONS OF YOUR STUDENTS
TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS

. What are the skills my child is expected to
learn this year?

How will you evaluate my child's progress
. thls year?HOwdo you use teacher-made tests
and standardized tests to evaluate my child's
progress?What other In'clIcatorsdayou use to
Judge progress?

'Do the mandptpd tests used in FCPS (e.g.,
POS, SRA) measOre what you teach?
fa What skills or attitudes are not.measured
by these tests?

How often do you. test my student to find
out what he or she has learned?

What do the test scores mean? Are the
results consistent with my student's classroom
performance? If not what factors are con-
tributing to this differenCe? Should I be con-
cerned about a discrepancy between test
scores and classroom performance?

What can I do at home to help?
Are the schbolsdoing anything to give stu-

dents practice In taking tests?

State

Are all of the tests multiple- choice tests?
What opportunities does my child have to
demonstrate that he or she can create a pro-
duct rather than choose the right answer?

BY ASKING QUESTIONS OF PEOPLE AT THE AREA
OFFICES, AND THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND
EVALUATION

How do FCPS test results generally com-
pare to test scores across the country?

Has the test performance of FCPS students
generally increased or decreased over the
last decade? In what subject areas?

Does FM-hold any workshops or con-
ferences to help parents understand tests?

What efforts have been made to integrate
the testing program with curriculum and,
instruction?

Who decides what tests are to, be given?
How are norm-referenced tests scored?
What are the minimum competency test

graduation require ments,for students in FCPS?
How many times can students take this test?

(cont, of p. 6)'


