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Dear Pﬁnfs:‘ S : A ! . ' . [ N :
Testing can'be.a positive glemgnt In improving the Instruction and leaming of the student In
} | your famlly. Both we In the schools and you as parents need to understand how tests are used,
land what they measure. =~~~ 7 _ : , .
| .. Inthis FAMILYGRAM, we try to answer several Important questions: What tests are given?Which
) }of them are reqliiled? What can they measure? What can't they measure? Too often; we
educators fesort to the mystical and highly technical jargon about testing, leaving parents with -
the feeling that testing Is something they can neverundeystandi™ = =
in my view. what tests do best Is assist teachers In diagnosing leaming needs. Tests arealso one
| way—though not necessarily the. most Important’ one—of measuring student achieverment.
Testing can provide useful Information, but it can supply only part of the Information that Is
: needed to make sound educational declsions. Teachers. administrators, and parents nead aiso
N to look at quaillty of homework, written work, participation In class discusslons, teacher-assigned
-grades. and the student's application of what has been leamed. - .

 Different types of tests glven In FCPS provide different kinds of Information. Some tests can help

¢ | | still others provide assistance in helping ali of us know how well our schools are doing inrelatiorito
- | | awvarlety of natlonal standgrds. S o U N . s

«| | /Many of the tests are mandated elther by the MBinia Departrhent of Education or by Fairfax
County. Othersare given for the purpose of gaining additional-ciues to help individual students

+| fby providing more diagnostic Information for teachers. | am concemned about the amount of |

-,

testing that occurs, and | have directed the FCPS staff to ensure that the tests we give serve only”
the purpose of Improving the Insfruction and leaming of students. . . . >

*As you know, Fairfax County students generally score well above national averages on fests.
However, It'is very Important that these results, as well as those for other teits, are interpreted -
I correctly and used appropriately by educators. students: parents. and other citizens. with an

parents and educators have ascribed more iImpdrtance to test resuits than they really deserve.
It Is my hope that, after you have read this FAMILYGRAM, you will bs in a better position to
discuss and use test results for the improvement of your child’s education, and,in cooperation-
with fhe/SCh°°'5' to continually Improve the quallty of the entire éducation:prograrm in-Fairfax .
+| | County. . e
: . .- - Sincerely.

0

.. Unton Déck
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teachers determine how your child is doing In school; others assess Instructional programs: and |,

understanding of thelr pumposes and thelr limitations. Tests have'severe limitations, and often |

SPRING 1982 - N Division Superintendent
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tests cannot?

. Norm-referenced tests (sometimes called
_. standardizedtests)are designed to.compare

TO IMPROVE,.
INSTRUCTION -

. The tests students are most ‘often gjven are-
achlevement tests made by thelr teaghers; - -
_ These teacher-made testsare part of the fegs ¢
- ular classroom programs. They provide one -
way of looking at.your child’s progress In
*school. S : ° ’
-Nomm-referenced tests and criterion-tefer-
encedtestsare the two othertypes of achleve- .
.ment tests that are used. These tests provide
additionalinformationthatcanhelp toguide --
" Instruction. These two types of tests have

Ject like reading or math with what other stu-
‘dents have leamed about those same sub- "
jects. Nom-referenced tests, such as the SRA.

sclence.and social studies. They do not neces-
: samy test precisely what your chilg is ieaming-
In Wis or her Falfox-Caiinty classtoom.

TM §20 577

different design d* , “group. The norm group Is comprised of stu-
pUrposes.. . Ins @nd A ?hen.fsf’°'f'f?:"ok'|1nd?°f5<:h0qsfromallpdn‘stolf
“PERMISSION TO REPRODUGE THIS . : * The counfly. Once a norm-referenced test is

. MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY' developed, It is g;,\/env fo,this large ‘na’rl_o‘nfll

TESTS CAN BE USED  thel e sormtarenced o vt

_.whatyourchildren have leamed about g sub- .

usually cover materiai taught In most schools -
in subjects likefeading, language arts, math."

~ Norm-reféréfidsd-tebts derive) this.nam@ '
‘because they cempare: an individual's per-
formance with that of a group calied anorm -

v

.. multiplication orean identify the malnidegin
-‘_QSTON. . S " . “,' .

Fairfax,'Vlrgihia 22030
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' sample, usually several thousand students. ~
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. Results of this norm group’s testing are anal-

- 'YZed and ranked.Later, when your child takes .
thetest, his or her icores can be compared to -
tH8 resuits of $his ndrm group by Using scores -

— - such as percentlles. stanines, and grade

~‘equivalents. These are merely different ways
©of comparing how well an individual performs.

on the test compared to the norm group:

"+~ Theserscores are described In moredetall on
 pageb.e- . 4 T

What are qut'e'rlén—référenced tests and
" how are they different from norm-refer-

-, enced fesi$? , -
The mialn difference Is that @ criterion-"

referenced test, such as a Program of Studies

+ test. gives specific information atbout what-a™

student has or has not leamed about specl-
_fled skills or, objectives. It does not compare
one student’s performance to that of a norm
group. A norm-eferehced test can tell you

how your child compares to the norm group
inmath or reading,But a criterion-referenced .
re specifically whether he -

test can tellyou ;
or shis can., for example, use zeros corectly In

® Points of view or opinions stated in this docu-
- ment do not nécessarilyyepresent offici3I NIE -
. position or policy. .R‘ o i
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|How
CLASSROOM. (TEACHER-MADE) TESTS heip

‘{teachers find out how much students dre
leaming about what Is being taught.in fthe -
_ Information obtalned from ciiterion-refer-

students are ready to move on to the nextunit

*| or level of the subject. Along with other infor-,

mation, classroomtestsare offenusedto help

In school.

¥y,

class, They let teachers know whether or nots ’

the teacher determine a youngsters grades .
' L o " . _beimproved. * : K -y

ate the three dilﬁereﬁt’typevs'”'df t

-

estsused? .- -~
 CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS help teachers -

“make declslons about what skills withinasub-

a

ject astudent still needs to leam. Teachers use

enced tests to planstudents’ Indiyldual learn-
ing programs. Using these tests during the

. -school yearhelps teachers to see how well the. -

leaming program is working and how it €an - -

B

. . . ~

< NORM-REFERENCED TESTS provide.a'school || -~

or the schoel district with a standard. or yard- | .
stick, to measure the success of its cumiculum, |
and programs. They also help teachers by
providing onelrdication ofindVidual student |
achlevement.. RTL LT

IOk 4
' . .

Are my child's test scores avallable fo

me? R

Yes. Some scoré reports are sent home with
your thild. Others might be seen In aparent-
teacher conference. Occasionally a score

report may be senf fhroug\t?he mail,

| SRA Tesfs

" In FCPS, the most widely used norm-refe-
renced tests are the “SRA tests,” so-called
because they were developed by Sclence
Research Assoclates Inc. These tests are
. selected by the Virginla Department of Edu-
cation, and they are required for students In -

- grades 4, 8.and 11, In Falrfax County, students

In'grade 6 also take the SRA tests.”

Will thie same SRA tests that were used

‘last year be'used this year? ‘
.. No. Recently the Virginla State Department’

'} ot Education selected the 1978 edition of the
SRA tests to reéplace the 1971 edltion. It direc- . -

" tedthatthetests be giveninthe spring. rather.
than in the fall as had been done In the past.
In March of this year the 1978 edition of the

"SRA tests will be adminlistered for the first time
in the Fairfax County Public Schools.- These
new tests measure essentially the same skilis,

1. but have been completely rewriften by SRA;

different questions are asked. These “new”
1978 tests Involved a new norm population
of students. Since scores will be related to this
new .nomm population, fesults will not be
directly comparable with those from the “old"” -
1971 edition... . s

'WHat are the SRA tests like? What do they.
measure? o o '
 The SRA tests are printed in test bockiets.
Studenis mark thelr answers on sepdrate
answer sheets. Students complete the testsin-

approximately five hours, over several days., .

The qusestions on the test are multiple-cholce,
.items. ranging from easy to-difficuit, which

- can be answered and scored more quickly

than can essay-type tésts. The test measures -

what your child learns both In and out-of " : .

Is it likely that my child's SRA results wiil
be ‘much different from those -of stu-
-dents my chlid’s age
last year? I .
Your child’s results may be somewhat dif-

~"ferent this year. The SRA tests used in FCPS for
the past.nine yearsswere admiriistered to a

lafge rfationwide samplein 1971. Thiswas the
norming group. Since that'time. performance

- of Fairfax students on these tests has been .
" compared to that 1971 standard. The new

SRA tests were normed In 1978, agaln using a’

‘large; but différent hatlonwide sample of stu-

dents. When the new SRA tests are scored,
Falrfax students will-be compared with the
new 1978 natlonal group. Where your young-
ster sfands in relation to this new group may-
be quite different than this same chlid'sstand-
ing would have been in relation to the old.
1971 group. We are using a new standard, or
yardstick, and where our students stand In

Jelation to this national yardstick-may be dif-~ ** »

¢

ferent than in the past. :
° \

who ook the SRA

4

-3

{: percentiles. Thisexample is taken from the 4th '

[ coa

24th
percentile

54st

45th
percentile

A7 .
percentlle

PERCENTILE YARDSTICK FOR NEW (1978) TEST

¢ .

SimiléF achlevement on both old (1971Yand +

new (1978) tests may give different national ..

L

percenilie

g v ferenf. Feotw

PERCENTILE YARDSTICK FOR OLD (41974) TESY

76th
percentlie

95th  BEEEE
percentllc B

95th
percentile

73rd
percentile

. .

-~ gradetestofreading. For different grades and-
different - tests, the .compdrisons will-be dif-

LS

N B 2
. . .

Usl ng an example uhrél atedtotesting, one
way of looking at changing standards. Is by

_thinking about how standards may shift In

another sltuation, such.as the following ex-

school and provides measures both of-edu- .

_cational abllity and of educational achleve-
ment. The subjects which are tested in the
achlevement secflons are reading, mathe--

matics. language arts, soclal studies, sclence,

- What do the SRA test results look like?
The SRA results are reports of scores as they
relate to scores from a natlonal norm group.
Resutlts are reported in scores such as percen-
tiles, growth scale values. grade equivalents

and use of reference. materials. - v

and stanines, and are dlscusse}ln more

detall on page 6. o

“ perlence of Don Scholiénder. Olympic swim-

ming champion and world record-holder. In-
the 1964 Olymplcs, Schollanderwon the Gold -
Medal for swimming the 100 meter free style . -

event In 53.4. If he had swum the same event -

In the next Olymplad in 1968, his time would
not have qualified’ him for any meddl. be- -
cause even the swimmer who won the third’
place Bronze Medal recorded a faster time
than Schollander did four years earler. In-
deed, the standard, or yardstick, changed,

. because the 1968 swimmers were much fast-

or than the 1964 ‘swimmers. In the testing

situation, the performance of the national

nomm group for.some grades foklng the SRA

test, like the performances of Olympic swim-
mers, has improved. Performance of other
grades has declined. '

Wil Falrfax County's test results frorn the

" _SRA (1978 “new” editlon) be different

from the results of the 1974 “old” editlon? .
1t Is very likely that they may be. Based on.
information from SRA, the Virginia State Deparl-

. ment of Education says . .. “we have afalrlyg
good ideaof how the national percentiles will
change from the ‘old’ fo ‘new’ SRA tests.

~.»Based on the national.equatihgs of the two
tests, we'@xpe tthe percentile rankingsat the
4th grade level Jobe lower, 8th grade percerit-
iles to be abcut the.same, and 11th grade
percentiles to be higher. These changes are
attributablg to differences in the performan-
ces of th nal norm ‘group samples.”

L
‘
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ln surnmary, reasons.scores from 1he 1978 -
SRA test edltion might vary from the scores of -
-the 1971 SRA test edition Include these:
@ The 1978 edition: represenfs anentirely new
sot of tests

@ The norm Information for the 1978 edition .

_ represents different samples of students from
different sets of schools than those used ln fhe
1971 edition: .

'@ Average ochlevemenf levels across fhe
natlon. may: have Increased or decreosed
between 1971 and 1978

Actually, score changes resulﬂng frpm use
of differé nt test editions might be compared
" to gas mileage differences between older

and newer cars. In the past, 18 miles to the -

- gallon was about average for a middie-sized

~car. With recent automobile changes, this18
MPG Is conslderably less than average:; in
fact, many people expect+to get twice that,
The “new’” SRA tests, like-the dutomobiles,’
have changed. Comparisons of scores from .
the two test editions could be very confusing :
and mlsleadlng

How Imponant arethe SRA testscores in
maklng declslons about my chlld? '
“ SRA fesf scores are only one r?legsure ofa
student's’ perfformance In the areds tested.
Thesé scores cannot provide a complete plc-
* ture of all the abliities and accomplishments
of your child. Decisions made about your
child are based on all avallable information.
- Test scores provide jus’f one plece of this
lnformoﬂon S [

POS‘ Tests
ftIs very likely that your&r/ud'hos taken Pro-
gram of Studles (POS) tests, often referied to
1. as the "POS lests.” These are a serles of
criterion-referenced tests.developed by Fair-

fax County Public Schools teachers, curlcu-
. lum speclalists, and testing personnel.tomea-

sure. selected objectives from the Falfax =

County.curiculum, Program of Sfudles They
are curently.avallable for objectives in math
" (grades 3-8) and reading (grades 2-7).
Development of POS tests beganat the ele-
rmentary school level.in order to meet astate

requirement of giving, at ieast “annuglly, -

* criterion-referenced tests In reading and math

to students in grades 1-6. in most grades the - -

. POS tests are used instead of the Virginla State: -
Baslc Leaming Skills Tests. (See schedule on
p. 5 ). Although the POStests maybe given to

- high school students, they are written,to the
elementary and intermediafe school curl-
1culum :

What Is the(raqu County Program of
Studles (POS)?

The Program.of Studles conslsrs of hand-
books which describe:the basic cumculum in
all subjectareas ofthe FCPS Instructiong] pro-
‘gram. The goais and objecﬂves that are out-

lihed for each grade level or subject area :

--were developed cooperatively by teachers,
cumiculum specilalists, .principals and other-.
administrators. *Cuniculum 'objectives have
. beenplaced at the grade level atwhich most

students achleve them. These handbooksare

avaliable at each school ond in publlé librar-
les for reference .

.
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PY VALKYAX COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS . @
. i DEPAXTMENT OF PLANNING AMD DEVELOPHMENT SERVICES :
© . OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND EVALUATION | ‘ .
Py - . . . . »
: PROGRAM OF STUDIES TEST SCORE REPORT g
' _ INDIVIDUAL SKILLS PROFILE R
L . NAME: ) . .
g . ) = ) STUDENT ¥0: - GRADE .
@ .~ IBST NAMK: ' YATHEMATICS, LEVEL 3, FORM A CLASS: o Y )
TEST DATE: ISl /' scHoOL: =~
PY nl ‘PURPOSK OF THIS REPORT I8 TO novxnl ﬂsr RESULTS TO STUDEMTS AND o
nnns . S .
g .ACCORDING 10 YOIll :uu; scons. @
‘@ ~ YOU ARK ABLE TO ) : Y
PIND THE DIFYERRNCE, TMRU 4 mcx:r HINUENDS AND’ 3 DIGIT . .
SUDTRAHENDS, WITH OR WITHOUT RRGROUPING. . (SURTEST 1) ;
P USE CALENDAR; WRITE THE DATE USING uunnn.s. SOLVE : @
WORD PROBLEMS USING A CLOCK. (SUBTEST 8)
DEFINE PERIODS OF TINE: . : © (SUBTEST 13) -
| @ . TELL TIME TO THE NEAREST MINUTE; STATE MINUTES BEFORE/AFTER i e
TRE HOUR; USE AM/PM TO DESCRIBE PARTS OF THR DAY. (SUBTEST 14) .
.9 you wav mxEp mELP TO . . ®
DRTERMINE TRE SUK OF FOUR ADDENDS THROUCH vonl DIGITS, o
© VHKRE REGROUPING IS REQUIRED. . - (SUBTEST 2) @
SOLVE ONE-STEP WORD PRUBLEMS FOR SUMS ranu 1000, AND SOLVE o '
: ONE-STKP AND TWO-STKP ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION WORD :
. PROBLEMS . : (SUBTEST 6) @
INTSKPRET INPORMATION OH BAR AND LINE CRAPHS. _ (SUBTEST 12) ]
- ' . "
® . you kKD To LEARN TO ' ) ) .u-
©*  FIND THE MISSING TERK -IN ADDI'HOI SUBRACTION, nuuxrucnxon :
® AND DIVISION STATEKENTS. ‘ (SUDTEST. 3) g .
MULTI#LY TO GET PRODUCTS THROUGH 81;MULTIPLY vnncu. 2 DIGIT . :
o FACTORS BY 1 DIGIT FACTORS WITH REGROUPING. . - (SUBTEST &)
@  DLYIUE DIVIDENDS. OF 81 Ok LESS AND REMAINDER 15 0; DIVIDE . )
% . 3 DIGIT NUKBER ENDING IE O, BY ONE DIGIT NUMBER,REMAINDER
= 13 0. (SUBTEST. 5) -
@ "BEQUEWCE & DIGIT NUMBERE: IUENTIFY PLACE VALUE FOR NUMBERS Y
] THRU 6 DICITS; WRITE 1/3, 1/&. , 1/8, FOR SHADED AREA.(SUBTEST 7) -
ADu COINS AKD BILLS THROUGH $14.00; BUY AND MAKE' CHANGE THEU P
® $3.0U; BOLVE ONE AND TWO-STEP (+,-) WORU AROBLEMS THRU §9v. ®
| Yo (SUBTEST)
PIny PEZRINETERS OF POLYGONS,. NO NORE THAN & SIDES; STATE .
‘@ HETRIC & ENGLISH LENGTHS & WELGHTS; READ CENT & PAHRENUEIT )
. THERMOMETER. . (sunzsr 10)
® o
L2 - @

- .

What are the Pos ies!s? thn do they

measure?

.. .The POS tests are In‘s’frucﬂonql tools' for .
teachers and are best used to plan for ongo-

Ing Instruction In a specific clossroom for a
specific chiid.
The POS tests are booklets conrolnlng avar-

lety of small tests,eachhaving questionsona -
' selected objective from the POS, They are In -

muiltiple cholce format. Results from such a

- testshowwhetheror notyour child hasleamed
specificsklils listed In the FCPS curiculum. The -

tests attempt- to give teachers Information

- about the most important basic sgllls a sﬂ.rE

-dent must leam.

.

Some basic sklills are “tested” through
: the teacher's observatioths of a child’s dally
" classroom particlpatio
. porfant skills a-child will need but which are
, difficult to test in a multiple-cholce format
* are: whether or nat a chiid can wiite clearly:
sound out difficultwords: and assume respon-
sibll Honalimportantinformation which
teachérs need In-order to Instruct a child

effectively In math and readinyg Is attitude - -
‘toward and abllity in a subjecf POS res'fs do.

nof measure fhese

amples of the im- -

What do POS tests !ell about my chlld?
‘Wil | see the resulis?

The POS tests tell teachers and others in
schools about the Instructional needs of indi-
vidual students. For speclﬂc skllls the tests

. identify: - .

® What your child Is able todo .

- -@ What your child may need help todo

® What your child needs to leam tfo do

" Iif your ¢hild's POS test.ls scoted at rhe
school, your chiid’s teacher reports the results .
to you. If the POS test.Is scoreqd by the FCPS
Office of Research and Evaluation, yourschool

. will recelve a computer-printed score report.
This report may bé sent home or discussed gt |
a parent conference. A sample report Is
shown above. , : )

'El{llC
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HELP YOURSELF(com fromp. )

BY FINDING MORE INFORMATION :
‘e, Agoodfree publication Is *Your Chlid and ‘
Tesﬂng ‘ by Enid B. Hemdon, published by the
Natlonal Institute of Educatlon: It Is avallable .
. from Consumer Information Center, Dept..
520J Pueblo, Colorado, 81009 o

e Your quesﬂons on tests can be onswered :
. by your child's teachers and counselors, and
the school princlpals. They may refer you to
the area offlce, or to the Office of Research
.and Evaluation (960-6000). the office of FCPS’

. Deparment of Planning and Development

| 7 Servicés which prepcred this Issue of FAMILY- .-
- GRAM

j GLOSSARY
NORMS— Numerlcol scores that summorlze :
how the puplls in the norming sample didon

the test. Several types of the scores, or norms.
are explained on the chart of scores found
below. When' the term “norm”

by the-norm group. . -

PERCENTILES—Scores which tell where a stu-
dent’s test performance places him or her In

" relatlon to the,students In.the nom group. .
Percentlles range from 1 to 99 and tell you |

what percent of the norm group the student

did better than. They have nothing to dowith .

“the percentof the questions a student answers
comectly. Example: A percentlle score of 70

" does not mean the pupll answered 70 per-
cent of the questions. comectly. instead, it

means that.the student’s score was as good
as, or befterthan, 70 percent of the students in
the norm sample. This also means that the
other 30 percenf did better than this student..

5 used, this:
generally meansthe average score obtalned

PERCENTILE BANDS—Expressed as a range of | -
scores: If a student took the sdme test several
times, his or her score would fall within this

range (bond)

M

v EDUCAT]ONALABILITY TESTS—A measure of a ,

student's abllity to do school work. Generally,
these tests do not measure subjects taught’in

school, Instead, they measure a widerange of
- skllls assoclated with verbal,.numerlcal, and-

- reasoning abllitles. These skilis are considered
to be important for success In school. Scores
on these tests are Influenced by many factors

(famlly,s experlences, culture, prevlous suc-

cesslnschool efc) R

ACHIEVEMENTTESTS—Amecsure of how much

- apupil has alreadyleamned about school sub- .

jecfs IIke mofh reodlng or scler\ce

g 1 - .
N - hd »

| UNDERSTANDRNG THE SCORES .

Tesf scores should be thought of as an indication, never as an absolute measure, of your cl”?lld 's achlevement. To gef the mos’l accurate plcture,
" testscoresshould always be used with other information aboutyour chlid., Followlng Isallstof commonly ovolloble fesf scores ond some scmples of
quesflons whlch can and cannot be answered by each type of score. - _— )

o QUESTIONS WHICH CAN AND CANNOT BE ANSWERED USING VARIOUS TYPES OF SCORES

v Type and Description of Score

Questions Which Cdn Be Answered With
Varlous Scores -

Questions Which Cannot Be Answegod
With Varlous Scores

.. MASTERY
: Onocrlferlon-referenced test, a "score’ “of

i student has leamed (mastery). A 'score” of
B on-mastery indicates which of the skills
¥ tested a student still needs to work on.

‘ mosfery indicates which of-the skills tested a

e

tion? -

e CoanJudyread a s’fory and identlify fHe
moln idea? -

. ® Cc:n Ted use zeros correcﬂy In mulﬂpllco-

© Is Susan ready for the next grade?

« @ How does Carl's reading performance
. gompare wgh other students his age? .

. . . cn
- 1 ~

<3 . .

B - GRADE EQUIVALENT(GE) . &
B A GE score of 8.2 for a 6th grader is an estl-
B8 mate Indicating that he orshe did as well
8l s would the average student In the 2nd
B month of the 8th-grade—if the 8rh grader
§ -had taken "the same 6th grade test. it does-
:notméap the student Is ready for fhe 8th

e How does Dave’'s berformonce compare.

with the performance of the natlonal sam-
ple-at his grade?

o According to what this test meosu;gs is -

my child recdlng at grode level?

-~ |

e Does Mary's grade equivalent score of 6.3 °

mean that she should be ploced In grode
6?

Doesnf Kal's score of 7.2 mean that he
should be doing 7fh grode work?

. grade.

PERCENTILE
N The percenflle describes where a student’s
8 performance stands Inrelation fo the nomm
group. This means that a student who
 scored at the 98th pegcentlle did better
than 98 percen'r of fhp norm group.

) Is Joson (] ochlevemenf obove or below
the norm? :

e How does Helen’s performance compare

~)with third graders aeross the country? .

*e What percent of the total number of

questions did Lewls answer correctly?:
® Is "School X” dolng 1wice as well os our
school?

- '
¢« - A

i

GROWTH SCAI.E VALUES (GSV)

“student growth from.year to yearand to
. predict xpected ochleve ment wlfhln ecch
subjec areq. . : .

?hese are scores which can be used to froce

>

ol Llndo dol@ beﬁer @ls yeorfhon we
" would have expected based on har pre-
vious GSV's? -
v »

u

. R R
e Does mychlid need a tutor? .
®°Does Byron's ochlevemenf mofch his

@IIIM

el STANINE )

‘A score on a 9 point seale where the aver-
age score is 5, ond the highest is 9. Like per-
l - centlles, these scores compare a student’s
performonce to fho’r ofthe nom group.

1 -

e Are there differences in‘Cheryl's
achlevement in different subject areas? *

.

“els Batsy's clcss !eomlng fosfer fhon Janet's

class?
® Does Kevin know fhe most lmpon‘onf

E skllls? _ L

[

) 'CRT Ciiferion-referenced tests/NRT: Norm-referenced fesfs

Q ) . K ~

Aruitoxt provided by Eic: . .
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Are POS tesfs normed to Folrfax Com[ty
students at-my chiid's grade level? .

No. they are not nommed. The POS tests are

- critérion-refefenced tests. They provide Infor-

mation for the instruction of Individual stu-
‘dents-and not_for comparison among_ stu- -

* dents. The POS tests teil how your child Is

performing on selected skilis. The: Jesfs donot .
provide information on héw well your.chiid IS"
“performing In relation to other sfudenfs athis -
orher grade level.y - |

“Will my child réceivé an cverall numier- 2
.Ical score atter taking a POS tesi? .

No. Performance Is described In -terms of
mastery or non-asteryof selected POS skills,

- There are no ‘percentiles, norms, numefical
.| - totals, or other scores such as you might find
hereferenced test like the SRA.The

reason Is that your child’s POS test results are
criterlon referenced; -the
signed to make comparisons between stu-,
. dents or groups of students\The POS testsare -
Instructional tools for teachers.and are best .

* used to plan for'ongolng Instruction in'a spe-
‘clfic clossroom for speclflc chlldrerr

»

If my chlld tclkes a ROS test which Is
‘higher or lower than' my chlid’s grade
level ptacement, should he or she be
placed In that grade? P

Not ordinarily, Not all of the'POS objecﬂves
.are tested at each grade level: further; each

hiid In the class may be worklng differ-
ent level. Rather than proceedln othe new
objectives at the next grode levdl, theteacher
may declde tosupport orenrch objectives at
the cument’ grade levél.{in addition. your
child’s teachers must congder other informa-
tion before making such important decislons:
as elfher grade placement or reodlng and "
math grodp placement, Such other informa- -

‘tlon would Include: classroom-participation; .-

. application of skills; peer Interaction; quality
of homework; s¢ores from tedcher-made class- "
room tests: and the teacher's observation; of
your chlid In the classroorn day by day.

The results from.any one test are only one [N
way of*looking 'at your ‘child's progress In - -, .

school. The best picture of your child’s growth

and development can be galned from regu-

- lar contact with'your chlld’s teacher, to find

out .about progress In all ocodemlc ond, - .

social areas, .

Do all elementcryf;rfd Intermedlofe
schools cdmjnlster the POS tests?

] Yes. - q | ¢

When are they admlnlstered? .
The' timing and scheduling of the tests at

each school are decided upon by the princi-

pal and’ coordinated by the school's test

coordinator. POS tests may be administered
at any time of the year, and at severai times If
ateacheror principal deslres: Atsomeschoofs, .,
principals and teachers might have some.or
all students take POS tests within a specified .
perod of time. At other schocls they might
declde that each classroom of students, or

" Individual students, will need to take the tests
periodically throughout the school yedr, Con-

stsare not de- -

OTHER
'REQUIRED TESTS

thlt other tesis Is my chlld requlred to
: tcke? ’

MEIROPOLITAN READINESS TES‘I'S (MRT) S

* The*Metropolifan Readiness Tests (MRT) are
- giventoall klndergor’ren chiidren’at the end” .
ofthe schoolyear. Asthe nage suggests. they

are’ used to assist teachers and principals

.determine whether a chlid Isready for plgce-
ment:In grade one, The MRT maasures the
ievel of development of skills and abiliities that-

" contributeto “readiness”for first grade instruc-

“Hion. Scores on‘the MRT also glve first- grade .
teachers diagnostic information which can

- be used for grouplng chlldren for Insfrucﬂon

DIFFERENTIAL APTITUDE TESTS (DAT)

The Differential Aptitude Tests (DAT)*/ are

“administered in all Falfax County high schools.

Each high school has the option to test stu-
« dents'in elther grade 9.or 10, The DAT'mea-

f' sures strengths In elght abliities (verbal fea-

. soning, numerical abllityabstract reasoning;

" . clerlcal speed and accuracy, mechanical -

reasoning. space relatlons, spelling and lan-
" guage usage),Scoresin these elghtareasare

" «used by counselors when osslﬁlnqﬁudenfs In,

career plonnlng : NN

" VIRGINIA MINIMUM G MPETENCYTES!S ,
. By mandate of the General Assembly of VIr-"
‘ginla, in’order to recelve a diploma ffom a
“public high school, a student. must demon-
strate minimum competence in reading and

-

‘mathematics on Virginla - Minimum Com- -

- petency Tests presciibed by the State Board
of Education. Students ‘take these tests for the
first time in grade’ ten. if a student does not
passone or both/fests asatenth grader, hear .

. she has additional opportunities In eleventh - °‘

- and 1welfth grades to refoke the tests, (see
schedule on poge 5 )

"

| W

yo

OTHER TESTS

Are there other tests whlch my chlld
t‘n"lght take? - .

YES, ifhe or she Isin’ orbelng consideredfor, a

. Speclol FCPS program.

/

. ® students In'the English as q.second lon—

.guage . (ESL) program take the Colifomlo

. Achlevement Tests (CAT) In‘the spring. -

® StudentsinTitlel programssuch.asStepUp

Languaoge Arts (SULA) and Math and Read- - N
- Ing Skillobs (MARS) take the Metropolitan

Achlevemenf Tests(MAT) In thefall and spring.

..® Students belng considered for programs
~ for the gifted/talented take the Qﬂs—Lennon

" Instru

" Mental Abliity Test In Jgnuary,

YES, if he or she is belng tested fora specmc

 pumpose at the schodl level.

nts belng considered for: speclol
on and/or programs-might take the
Stanford Dlagnostic.ReadIing Test (SDRT) or .
the Stanford Dlognosﬂc Mo1hemoﬂcs Test "

® Stu

.(SDMT),

- - (MATYIn or
“school'suse in

® Students seeklng informatlon obouf career -

* cholces might take-any of several interest/

aptitude- surveys such as JOB-O or Harming-
fon/o Shea systemforCoreerDeclsion-Moklng

- '@ ‘Students may take optional school tests

such as the Metrgpolitan Achlevement Tests .|

fo provide informdtion forthe "+] -
dlanning Instruction. @ -+ |

. VES. if he or sha is considering college or '

employment after high school.

® Students ‘seeking admission ‘to college

may elect to take the "Coliege. Boards” or
“Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and/or one or

more of several achievement tests offered by

- the Educational Testing Seivice (ETS), Prince- .
“ton, N.J. Each high schoo! provides Informa-

tion about registiefion, cost, location, etc.;
students are responsible. for moklng -anman-

. gements to take the test(s).”

® Students consideringa careérin fhe armed .
services can take the Aimed Services Voca-

. stlonal Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), which Is

offered at no cost to the sfudenf

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

" tactyour school if you wish to know whenyour ] .“ " -
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SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED TESTS , |
198182 - S

~

" Followlng Is the 1981-82 schedule of 1hese tests

"

00unfywlde odmlnlsfrotlon of several tesfs Is required each year by fhe Vlrglnlo Depcn‘menf of Educoﬂon or 1he Folrfox County School Board.

o

g

S

<l

Source of
Requlrement:

. Tosts . S v R S
 NORM-REFERENCED TESTS
* . o Metropolitan Reddiness Tests (MRT)
- Measure skifls necessary for success In beglnnlng reodlng
) and mothemoﬂcs S
- @ SRA Achlevemenf/Educcﬂoncl Abllity Serres (SRA).
Measure basic skills; provide information on educational
development in broad content orec:s and an estimate of
educational ability. . - . '

‘e Differential Aptitude Tests (DAT) <~~~
Measure strengths in 8 abllities; provlde Informoﬂon

useful in plonnlng future study

CRQYERION REFERENCED TESTS
o Virginia Baslc Leomlng Skills Tests (BLS)
. Reading

.

Mathematics

»

.“

o

B}

Measure state-adopted mlnlmum skills; provlde lnformoﬂon
on the mastery of each objective 1ested ’

L@ Progrom of Studies (POS) Tests
Reading .
Mathematics..- ’
Measure selected county-odopted ob]ecﬂves provlde )
Informoﬂon on the mostery of each objecﬂve tested

'Y Vlrglnlo Minimum Competency Tests - "‘,
Measure state-adopted minimum competency sklIIs n

graduation. Provlde Informcmon on eoch skIII tested

b

PR

K..

Te

’ Grade(s) Test Dates’ -

. May 3-7, 1982

5
¥

4,6,8.11

9or10

27
38

12

120

* reading and mathematics which are required for - ™= 10,11, 122

March 1526, 1982

September 9-

- October 30, 1981

Varies by school
Ty

v .

. Varies by school

October 59, 1981
‘March 15,1982

. Resulls Avallable

June

June

Migd-December . -

.
s N

. Sho;ﬂy cﬁer festl»ng

'

Two to four weeks

after testing

o~

December

Mid-aApril

x

Moy 10-June 18 1982 Moy/June

. State/
County -

. County "

State
state/
County

State-

@f‘ (hond scored) -

. "‘Students in the class of 1982 who had nat achleved passing scores, ' g
‘2Students in the class of 1984 and those students in the cldsses 1982 ahd 1983 who have not ochleved pcsslqg scores.

| /HELP YOURSELF

of BY HELPING YOUR SIleENT 10 DO BETI’ER ON .

TESTS N

17 e Try. not to be overiy onxlous obout test

. . scores. Too much emphosls can be upsetﬂng

1 - te children. :

-@ Give your student encourogement Pralse
your child for doing his or her-best.
g Don't judge your studenton thebasisofa’

" tost scome. Test scores are not perfect mea-

. sures of what your son or daughter can-do;
many skilis and abilities cannot be measured .
by pcper-and -pencl! tests.

e Megt with your student's teacher often fo
- dlscuss his or her progress.

o Askthe teacher tosuggest activitiesforyou
fo do with your student at home that will help
prepare for tests. - Y

e e Make sure your child cmends school regu-
larly and completes assigned homework.

o Make sure your student is well rested and
_alert on school days, especlally on test days.
" @ Provide a good leaming environment at
.} ‘home—a place to study, plus a variety of
.} =~ books and mogozlnes toread. .

’

’

o
'

. @ How often do you test my student to find .
out what he or she has iéamed? .
@ What do the test scores mean? Are the
resuits consistent with my student’s classroom
* performance? If not, what factors are con-
tributing to this difference? Should | be con-
cemed about a discrepancy befween test
scores and classroom performance? .
o What can | do at home to help?
e Are the schoolsdolng anything to glve stu-
dents practice in taking tests?

BY ASKING QUESTIQNS OF YOUR STUDENT'S

4

TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS

e What are the skills my chid is expecfed 10 .

Iecm thisyear? - -

o How will you evoluote my chiid’s progress
. thisyear?Hoéwdo you use teacher-made tests

-and standardized tests to evaluate my child's
progress? What other Indlcotors doyou useto

tests used In FCPS (eg.
e what you teach?
@ What skills or cmnudes are notmeosured

Judge progress?
e 'Do the mandat
POS SRA) meas

‘by these tests?

1 =S’rudents In the class of 1982 who have not achleved pcsslng scores. . < - : S Ce,

|

o Are all of the fests mulﬂple—cholce tests? .
What opportunities does my child have to
demonstrate that he or she can create a pro-
duct rather than choose the right onswef’?

BY ASKING QUESTIONS OF PEOPLE AT THE AREA
OFFICES, AND THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND
EVALUATION

o How do FCPS jest results generolly com-
pare to test scores across the country?

@ Has the fest performance of FCPS students

" generally increased or decreased.over the
jast decada? In what subject areas? .

o Does -hold any workshops or con-
ferences to help parents understand tests?
e What efforts have been made to integrate
the testing program with currlculum and.
Instruction?. - -

@ Who decldes what tests are to be given?

e How are nom-referenced tests scored? -

= @ What are the minimum competency test
graduationrequirementsfor studentsin FCPS?
How mcny firmes can students take this test?

" . - 0 (confo’ﬁpb)

v * o

ERIC-
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