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-+ FOREWORD

%

The alphabet presented in this book_was’decidedlonfinfa e

public workshop.held’by,the'Makah Eangoage Pﬁﬁggam in the'summei e
- T ’ A ’,'A’ ‘ - o . . ’

' of 1978 Untii thatvtiie there was no standard'orthography‘for

>

. ™
Makah. It is the hope

a

£ the Language Program that thbs system:
will-be accepted as the most accurate ‘and efficient system to S

.use in erting Makah and wilF therefore be accepted as the‘;

-t -~

standard writing system.
' Writing systems similar to this’ one are used ﬁor most of
the northwestern languages, including the other. languages of .

the Nootkan family, Nitinaht and Nootka. . .*'v o AR

The peopIe of the program would like to acknowledge the

many eld'rs of the Makah tribe who were the source of this

' ,knowled e. We would also like to recognize Dr. William H

"Jacobse ,JJr. who -has taken the path of researching Makah before

us and is now helping us along the way. He was. the first to
.yuse this alphabet for Makah and many of the words in this book

-come from.his research.ﬁ Finally we thank the National Endowment
. . . ] ) . »- » I‘,‘ ' . 5
'for'thé.gpmanities which has'been our main source of financial
S . 1 . . g N . » ~
. | I '
support. . . o
"~ “August, k979'
”-:Hildred Ides.ll

D DR B Arlington Flinn
~ @, o ‘-b»'EdithMcCarty"‘

L ‘: R ' "'j‘Sheela cLean;
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HA bc?as (house), copac (anoe») .
. 0'7_ ”sound4 er the g In fgr, ‘ at i
 ba-cKa-d 4fly), K"a-dis (x itd: omon)

N e \soun Ilke the ¢ in sgt,, |!.ft ; _/, _,:._.:1;~ o

- clkyey (elderber ),/we" (sleepmg

e- sounds tké the a ln ant, | - / | A. | , , o

Y- Copee?t (heart), ‘7atkseo I (wood) ;;vf’flv
1 sounds like the 1 in/ bit, ﬂ{. ' A "
~ Libidibi (mouse, rat).. q‘flso Gsmoke) ot o
- 50 sukethegginbgg,/feet.%,_r
o 4 dik (qog), ui-qsn/(wind) R
-0 rsomds li&? theg_ in/sore. / o
7 dat7ot (seeing) -bakowas (store) R
N /only it Is held onger :
| / 1iSo-1 (smul)_‘ quso”-tt (stomcm P
u “"‘/,s"soum like the oo in hook, ¢ T
o _/’ tupkuk_(black) | huktu-p (b d) poe
Y - sounds like the o n 1gon, moorl, !
. /. eurceuec (scrotchmg) Eibucd (holibut hook)

The English so\mds represented obove are not exactlv
equivalen; 10 the mkoh souncia. This llsting is meanji only 0
. glve you a rough fdea of who@ the Hakah vouels are lil@

L Remenlt)er that the dot (- |

‘) after a vovel- meons bas!colly
, ‘that tl\s voael is held for ] ‘longer t[me |

_ . o
,.;o. -~

Ut
§

 Bew ‘.



o ﬂmu ALPHABET R At B
) '_ Here are’ the letters of the ﬂakah alphob%t 'Read them.
by row, ot by’ column, S R
A e < L
'ufvanLS:

¢ é‘{ o

=)

€ e Ve = O o

¢
e e
N

L

A dot (-) after a vosel shows that the vonel is long. SRS
) glottol mark (’) above q consonont lndlcotes that the o

T A roised ur (") indlcotes/fhot the consonant ls prof un,;:ed R
w{th ‘rounded lips. . | ~ | - s
. Emphosls in Rakoh falls on the flrst sylloble unless the < Ts
. ‘vowol in thot sylﬂoble is. short-—then the emphosls falls onb |
. the second;ylloble. R o - Lo
-~ lAny c"onsononf which can be; unded which follous auor g

Cu is c,ounded, olthough it is ot spelled that way. For exompleﬁ", |
. oul s octuolly pronounced 'tuk"tuk“odi' but Is speued R v

‘tuktukodl' N e e

fe . oo
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




2 represents o/glottol stop. 1t is the movement ln the throat

used by Engllsh speukers when they say "uh-uh", Indlcotins “no. You
can proctlce this movement by saylng the vouel sound "oh" and mokmg
“the sound stop qnd start,
" moving only yo7r thvrd_oot:.

.\‘

" k

A

———

.oa

Here are some Makah words beginnlng wlth " .
_ | 2MKi (son) Cote T ?akwatl d (eogle) I
" aha-ha 'ii--q.(chlc'ken) o ,/_. '"f"',v.,;.;;;‘;g?apt‘a- (hidlng) -

o . , . :. ] . . S ] " R -

‘ B . . : . C maas . . . . -

- » .
r N - . - ’ v . N
P - ¢ - - . L
C AR \ . - . . B . .. [
e o A e e L . Lo R . - . B P

. —————— A R . . : f .

- = - . N b . N 3 . HY
. v LN Voo B H -




e 3 me symbol b_ repre ents the same sound ln both Hakah und Engllsh
/1t 1s the b of bnl‘ bnt, und bee. B \ SRR \ *

- o . . . . N :
Lo . . A . AN
- . o . . g s . Lo .
. . [N E’\ v . N ‘- . . Lo i K
i ' : N N . L . . . L - g - v . v -
: | . v L, e T R . ) . L \ . y

,'i \, [ J Lo I S

re are some Makah words beginning wlth b '._‘ B " R e

- bistati mewy  bu sbu' (cow) N
" babuyak - (_work).‘il ey buta s ,S(snort»ham X L

i

e

) i

o {

S He




4//~ -

Thls lett\er, c, indlcntes o sound completely different from \
o c in Engllsh It represents the sound that you net by pr ounclng /\
R 4 nnd 8 together as one sound, as ln co;s, bong or hots.

- P - S P U RN f
’ ' C o _;' S L B .‘.' ', \, I

.' f' | uere are some Makah word beglnnlng wltn tnfs c: . o
/o cu'ccu-cﬁ (scrotdu g) cuba (;ull) |
@ . cu'wlt (coho salmop) - CIkyey (elderberm e

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



“b.. . s . s ’ . -
. - . . .

L is letter, | d [zed c, i

N te c, ls col eda glottol zed Once agnln t ls l!ke
-\t and s pronounced together, but ¢ has a s\multoneous catch In the.

“:hroot, a glottal stop which is released rlght after the c glvmg ¢

ct”i“ku7

‘Here are some Mokah words to practlce the ¢ wlth 3.
. cakwa-?7ak  (ome) . ciblclbl (mouse)
I cakwa-sub (nl‘ne) - &I-kél-K - (wagon)




The wedge c, €, stands for a completely dlfferent sound thun

e S ‘ ,/ : ’ . "\

)T . »

K Here dre some 6ra]ct'ice_ words : . . t
PR Cabds, (sweet) - N G- tei-t  (sawing) .
| ¢ibu-d  (hallbut hook) - Yaba-cpa  (right sided . -




" This is @ glottal ized wedge c: K Once ognln we have the Engllsh

ch™ sound but glottollzed, that- ls, pronounced with the extra emphnsls ;3
“of a releosed glottal stop. .

||t

l u ll "*“-' ; [“mu
| e -
L i e\ ‘
“\‘\n‘l ulll ““" \- .
e, —
| vh\\ W o 7
| ""“ v W v
N lﬂ"w )
‘ | | |L i
. o I’( h
k H:. oo ol ,~rm
“” %ww o i SR
— \,\:\}\\\ B
These are Makah words beslnnlng wltlrc‘s ST \~~4;\J_\“\'; |
. é-ta (dlgglng Clans)’ - capac (canoe) T
ia”ak (water) | C&7ic butter clam).
N \).. . CI"' ‘ . | i . ' : ‘. 12 .
!, ’ : ':‘- E ' ’ 7 . .




di ya v(r_ieuh Bay)

1




. Thls letter indicates a sound very similar to the h in the
Eﬂ9118h ﬂlphabet as heurd in the uords he, here und hmts. \

Mnkan words to practu:e with T
| nuktu-pf (bird) B ha-hu cu: '(ruli‘n'ing) |
ha?uk (eating)_. * hiti-d. (blunket)
EKC B R o VT

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



BV Thls K symbbllzes the k sound like ln the sngmn uords keep,
Kelp.v Md Kln. | o : 1,

| Kalo-kal - (ankle)“ ; k(wta i (horse) .
C kuwioyik  (thlef) ) koca yok (l(ttle snuke)




Thls Is 0- glotta ézed k. k. It has i‘he ,some k sound as before, o
but wlth the ,gtottal mexplostve efﬁect ment[oned enrlier. _-'  £-

R
Rt P P ) o :
PR L R . T, i o . PR

B .
N oo i
[T ot

. -,~“,‘ N

A N DA SHE o
D B
LA LY .

Al v ; . . . 4 . L e Do - . . )
o« J " Loy R
. Lk
. .

B Here are some ﬂokah words beginnlng wlth g ‘ o
katuk  (whole or seol oll) | (flsh hook)‘ e
knm-bnkduuub (rlns) (oshumed) S

16‘

"v



The rounded "’ "“ 13 simply Q k soung, as fn English, only mde.
witl\ the llps rounded, mucI\ llke the qu in qgick RS

.
CF .,
N y

<

" Here are some Makal uords begimung with K )

K¥a-?2ap__ ending over) e k‘“aota (quarter-25¢)

"r‘k“"aodis (wild omon) 1 k‘v f’uk (bucldng up)

o o » S 'm".‘gli’,




It snous buslcnlly o
a4

[;_‘.
!

o Thls letter ls o glottollzed rounded k. &

. . . AN '
AN

emphosls., o \ T St /

T G eI GNP o <
e

s o . . - P - Lo e e "_ “' <' s .
- - ’ 15 TP
K . . : : £l s e
" B . ! 2 - -
) . PN L. e Sl O .
'. . . o . LU [l . . L
K B - . . Lt
a

/r,

s [n fert

Ve

e -

' -v: 4

l(mmber the qu mth the qmphusls whlle soying .
CK¥isl - (snow) Elb (poor boy)

l’c"ok""ch( (porpolse) tuk“ns (gllls) 18




_ This letter L. like the 1 of the English alphabet, represents |
the flrst sound of the uords long, let and leap,f /4

Iu Iop\
hond

a

Here are some Mnkah words beglming w(th T -
lakaoyak (tongue) Co lakcuk (light) S
- akco la-kc (lightning) llbivtu (Iotnb) B




s
Thls s o barred (s £. The sound tms ietterj “f'epresents can be

_‘,{ 7,"4

lmde by pronounclng s while holdlng your ,tongue m the posltlon for
soylng ol et |

Here ore some Hakah uords beglnnlng uith o : o
ncuub ru) - hak (bonrd) |
-mrklt (cnewlns sum) ’ &a—yl k (generous)

| 2 0




This (s a barred lambdas . It expresses a sound 1ike t and |
pronounced togethﬁr as (f they were one sound. If the uord “clean’
L storted wlth o t, m 9lve "tleon" the ;L muld be llke a nokah 7\'.

. \ . " A
» - .

N - “a X . o v . :
.f» s ; : e » ) . ) . et
b IR o . : Rl . o ] ,
P TN F\ s . . . ) . ‘
B i e n v ) . : Co
. . .0 . " . . . X . . ~
: . ) e .
. ' ’ . . ' M BN
) T ' - N . . -
' . 8 . .
. . . . . . . o L . L I
. N . . » . PN . L, E
' 4
‘

Xa

'  ~ Practice tllese Nords beglming uithk - N S
© . AdSkatuk (stlff) - Aota-wacok (Pﬂddle’ e
A tgood) :\adit (uedge) |




-

-

Thls ls o glottollzed borred lambdo, z., Aeoln we huve the

glottﬁl actlo;{ durlng artlcu)aﬂon, oiving the tl sound a popped
fffeC‘t . St oo /"’. ) °

-

Here are some ﬂakoh pmctice words with j» TR T _,‘_
o Aupal - (rooty 7*ips‘»l ka' ~ (bornacle) s
- Avdacb -(musse-l)__ f S kaba S (fot) SR




el A T D PP R | \\_1\“‘-..

- alphabet, for exqmple the m (n moose and ln Do Thls (s G very.

rare sound ln Hokah EEUEN R

A, . S Lo . N ~: o L T‘: K , - ""::v';"’?/ " . . .




-y '."'

The letter\n stonds for 'l:hc same s¢ 6‘ both Engllsh ond fr
Hokoh. It too l\s a rorc sound in the Mok h Ionguoge, but hero Is ;_:-_
one exomole ~ novnl ](9rlzzw beor) LR 2.,4 . SRS




A_ 1he letter p, as in tlw Eugﬂsh alphobgt, represents the sound
heord lnthewordsppt,petondgog,x L
' B . . \; 4

-

.
: s e N .
~x‘~«:¥{§":“ e S A - ISR PSRRI

are’ some Makah wordsx} beglnnlng wlth g :
rk) plsotuk (movlng)

L N A Z ot = .

\ A plcup (inner cedor bark

\\\ o bU'YCK (30") o /

/ .

\ R

_ p m 1 (small crob)

‘\\\

!
V




\ ) | 7. ’
| This letter is a 9lottallzed ps é ’xt has the same p > sound as .
- before but agaln with the oddedf emphosls of glottollzotlon.

¢ 4

) ,f)lp:?t_ P

PR

~ Makah practice words : | | o o
\papres (cranberujy‘) | paca-bis  (foam) ‘,f
rup (moss) o priukut (soft cloth)




The letter q represents o ;aund uhlch Is slml lar to a k but ls_v,_:z:f
pronounced farther buck ln/the throat, more like the sound of c in

I-lere ure some Hakuh words for practice R - R
_qotg (hord or tough) _f’ qacpa (left side)
qulupql (nettle) . qucok (pin, needle)




o The glottulized q, 1, isa 9 made with the extra emphasis of*" U
Q“’“"“’“”““' S e e S e ST

Here are” some uords beginnmg wlth q o R el
. fé\qiqn! (eyebrpfv) C Quey lmedicme)
qm ?i t (feather) ST qi?aelfuk (crying) SR

EKC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



:  This letter, the rounded q: g is mMe the sume ds the q except
thnt It is produced wlth rounded lips, sfnildr to the English qu in

Here are practice words ulth q L R
i ?igs - Cinclaw). q"m (mracﬂve).
q‘*’aq aco-yad (sounds good) “lfsoc (pipe)

JArunr Provided by ERIC




e founded 9lott°llzed q: 9_. ls a q mode wlth rounded llps ond
glottol pop. e | R

‘ C] a hs
C l’ogné ' '



_The g stands for the same sound in Halmhand Enolish.

o

I
|

Proct(ce the e wcrds whlch contoln 5_ c SRS
| B susutklk (,shaking honds)

- scba' | (sharky o
(C°°kiﬂ9) Lo %‘-'_si ka (solllng)




B 'l'he uedge s, £ represents a sound llke sh ln Engllsh Examples;ﬁ.:
ore the sb lnanoeondany R Lo

Here are l'lokah practlce words wlth § L
f ’ su%os (tree) S su"uk (come here‘)
§iq1 uod -$olaqet




me symhol 1 stcnds for the some sound inﬂokah os in Englisha -
lt ls the sound of ;_ ln toll ond tlckle. : LA =

."/'

Practice words- LT e |
 takya-y (oldest brother) " ' tibu- (skunk cabbooe)ﬂ
taqsbk | " (squeeze i tupai' “(salt, ocean




E The glottal t, t, ls a t wlth the udded.emphasis of a glottal o
stop and release. L R e T j{k

Prcctice words- S  f f;f%;}f;j5~ff,qujx”'_jf‘vf~:;7f':”__
2 tism (wet) | '__:j SUERE tutupcns (rcbbit) ‘




. Thewin Maml\ is slmllar to the w n Engush tf standsfor .
. the first sound [n the words giid and w_ater. o | |

Here are some words begmnlng with W | e
Cwadi¥ O (skirt) o ;«wikwi—va- S gboy) .
P ‘wxqu_i | '-(bald_)*_ uiqis (dmy, tud) _f




The symbol X tn Makah stunds for a sound like an W in English but
Is made wlth the tongue ralsed in the middle. o |

Hakoh gmctlce uords -
xutoc (bucket) il WO
xutdqs lk (taking a 'drylnk)‘* :

it (slrl) SR




’

, Procticeuords 4 O N R 4
e (ariesw) i ,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




The wedge x, £ stonds for a sound 1ike the x only nade even /-
farther back ln the throot. \ : I A

Practlce words | S i
| xo"o&opix (; eamer clam) : xaoy% (far)
Ha¥opXt - (Ie turing xosa' bis (’:one)




- The rounded wedge x, )| is made Like the wedge x but with the

“1ips rounded. - "y

"-ﬂukdh%ro(:tlceaworﬂs : \'_ o
S 22K (bi®) o xgk™  (tem)
" wi-gsi*k“adl? (sounds windy) \ S

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.



v

words yellow and year,

“The ¥ in Makah stands for the same sound qs the y in the Ennlls’!n

g

4

_)\

I

o)

A
\

¢

‘i -

BRI/

ri

| Here are Nakah practice words with y (n them's |

wEikie Gorrow T youbdk  Grong)
© yu-y  (mormingd - yu-xiop ',(ﬂ\optlnkg),__ L




}ankle

" barnacle -, '

3

big o

: board'-‘

‘. boy, poor

?,ashamed

‘clam, -butter
‘clam, steamer
. cloth, soft

S

bald

bark, inner cedar -
“ffip51 Ea d»L
. _-plku"?u :.. .

basket
bear, grlzzly
“bending “over
T
‘bird -
b1ack B
b1anket)

bow: (canoe)
boy
brother, oldest
bucket

canoe .

;chew;ng.éum
_chicken_"

childg.

come. here

_]cookrng

, cow

- crab,’ small .o
1-cranberry o

- (' .

. 13 R

" English-Makah Word List = .

o kalatkali -
. ’ "~Ha7ak C
lf attract1ve_/h, ". qv¥acat
= bagk;ng up 'l‘d'°k"a°7uk
,bead» RN ..w1¢15

vw1qu1

p1cup

na n1

.k"a‘7ap ‘
“71‘71‘2"” :
.:*huktu?p,, .
pr-tupkukb_”,f 
o hitied -
- tu%at. n
bone ’ia§a'bis ;vul' *
bow (bow ‘and aﬁrow) ‘

: h1tak"ad
'7w1kw1 ya k
vr‘K“a'Elb | B
‘takya'y. .
_»xutacr | R

bistati

 ¥apac.

tastarlit

T7aha'ha‘

.yar* daqak
»vkﬁﬁ?lc -

, ia7a1apli

_pltukut .

su?uk .

sigitda‘k -
" bu*sbu°s-

pufkﬁu{t

‘Paptes

o crumb11ng

'f curled up .

L eagle s
; ‘_ear-*h
ﬂz;cating

‘: fat, blubbey -
~ feather ;_3”__‘¢ja

|

",crow s

cerying .

dlgglng clams
d1rty -
dog_w |
dress. *‘,);'; .
dr1nk tak1ng a

dtkgplng ,Q-;-*;}
dolphin , j;‘

elderberry"ﬁ
eye.lt o “d
eyebrow =
far . o

fire }f' A
ﬂloatlng ,:
le (1nsect)
foam

frog

full .
generous
gllls

/

glrl N - :ri&

good /

green/yellowf,°“

gun W»ﬁ

ha1r lshort _
ha11but o bigd:
hand  ﬁ> ' ~

apg:iqatxwak

’?§¢W1q15
a,:[“qldl x
u'hr§1q1'wad
”f;xutaq51k
f{taiﬁai v
‘,bgﬁdilkh‘
iif.7akwat1 d
o pipitE v
" ha%uk
"~c1kyey
'“qa1171
“*ftxia_ya-@mi"‘v’”;””
* ¥aba¥s
LQ111'71 t
..?ada‘k- ,{f-’ |
puetar
':iba*ck“a;dff”‘i
’ﬂﬁaca°bis.AJ

' lurlapi

*ta-

) Wa‘fit
T~ICUba: v S
'.ffa‘yi k. __'~::f f“';
;ﬁﬁ%s TR
jxad7aw§E
'fkutu :
_d“abaqak
'_fpu yak/®

buta*s
¥ueyust




-

Sy -
—

~—-hard tough ,,’
heart '
hldlng
h111
hook flSh s
“hook,: hallbutT 
‘ horse = =
house!f
hummlngblrd
in-law. v
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