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\ ~ Spring, 1983

INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AND THE U.S. COMMUNITY COLLEGE:
FROM OPTIONAL TO INTEGRAL

This Resource Review is concerned with internationsl education
at the U.S. community cullege. The “iotcrnational” in isorns.
tional studres b not limited 1o “between Astions™; it aho inciudes
tramnational and tramculiural cducation. The rm *insernational
ed'gxa}&m" i clhallgn ing-to Jdelincate: in this u:i;llc !e_lg
referring penerally tall programs, projecty, studics, and activit
mupmwnmnwmwmmmwmu
beyond his o her nation, and to trameend his or her culture-
conditioned. cthaocrstric ponpectives. perceptions, and behavior.
In addition. intemational education should pot valy kxrene oo’
:umkdgc ﬁk;u alw cnh;nccwm‘p wirdom and acfg?‘u) with

manity. our purposes, the ke “community LS
cludes junior colleges and technical imditutes. o

By definition and Jesire. the community college initially wan
designed 10 serve its communily and to be sefved by it but the
definition of **community’ is changing. Increasingly, especially in
the past five yeans. swme community colleges have broadened the
definition of “community'” to include the workl commmunity. This

additional jon of community was motivated in part by the
following developments: (1) the kxtal community wan inkemation-
alized by the arrival of immigrants, the numbers of Rreign wutish,

and the establishment of multinational corporations: (2) Rwre
foreign sudents attended a community college: and (3) the college
revised its curriculum to Include mote studies and activities with
International dimensions. ) )

The relationship between community nﬂkg&:ﬁl international
educativn calls to mind a Chinese proverd: When there is @ horwe
and cart, there dre actually a hone. a cart, and a hane-and-cat,
This wire obwervation akerts us ko the soparaie exiterce of a dynamie
coancction between evolving instituions and emerging tranwul-
twral human aceds. This relationship is discused in thive seclions
in this Review: (1) Why international education has increas
ingly bevome an essential, integral past of the community collepe:
(2) ‘The progress of isternational education in the community
collepe: and (3) The sources and revources readily available to belp
community colleges implement international education. _

The community college in constantly changing amd @w_kwn&-:
ane so than any olher American educational institution. Ouf
colleges were purposely created in response (o hew conditions and
are expected b initiate and lead. International education is a pond
cuample of luch progres. Until the 1970w, few of the appeni-
mately 1,200 two-year colleges extended their curricula to inclade
events affecting people and places beyond theif locality. More and
< more the workd conupunity is uging and requesting the community

college to increase ity international efforts. Until a few years ago,
the U.S, community college wan neither well hnown nor miich
respected abroad, but conditions have changed, Every weel brings
delegations of foreign goverment witicialy and edixaton W
two-year college campuses to Jearn more about training and
educating workers in new hinds of nontraditional ovcupation,
especially related to lechnology, and involving cosmunily partici:
pation in eduwational cooperation, L
Our colleges are alw respoading 1o initiatives from other
souces. Al the 1978 annual conference of the American Aswocia-
tivh of Community and Junior Colleges (AACIC), the heypote
speaker Erpect Boyer U.S. Comminioner of Education, urged our
- cotleges *10 lead the way in RERINIAE our cOMMItERL 10 interna:
tivhal education. § am conceined (hal our community colleges can
. atnd must tahe the initiative o this crial agemda.” (Boyer, 1978).
Similar msaages were delivered at AACIC comventions by top

us. g'mmcﬂkhhwhnmwmoﬂh
U.S. Inicraaticeal Communication Agency. and Cyrus Vance,
u.s,wmam,mtmmuwuacm
son on gn Ln?suge and Intornational Studies cised the
unique contributions of two-year 2
widely dispened actwork commitsed 1o accessibility and com-
mﬁmuumum;mmmtm
divenity of Anxrican society—

*recommend ways 10 extend the Lnowledge of our citirens o
u:mwmmm aasible” (Strength Through Wis-
&Tt:&&;l'baﬁpg '&tﬁ rh’ﬂhe lhchu:muﬂymlkydmu
- s nO whether " shouk
beoome involved In international education. but to what cakent, ia
what ways. and for what purposes? We munt recognize that we live
inan increasingly global environment for the products and services
wemw.wnm?&w air upen which we depend. and the
very survival and well-being of our werld community. interna-
tional education in the community college is no Jonger optional: it
mnt bocome an integral part of what we anre and are becoming.

Major Consliderations Ahead

The community college, in determining what actions it should
take, often uses a **needs avsessiment”” survey, The follow ing brief
summaries ean help alert us to sony ~onvkderations which would
influence our planning. )

Forvign Stwdent Enrollments, Foreign sudont enrollments inthe
U.S. mmgn and univenities have increased from 9,600 stdeats
in 1930 1o the present figure of 323,000, with a hikely number of
nlnwmmllmhmtm;mmmmtnwmm
forvign sudents (2.6 percent of the student population in 1981)
would account for about 10 percent of all students in U.S. colleges
(Scully, 1981). The percentages for communily cullepes may be
even preater because, ationally, numien ef foreign
students are choing these intitutions. 1n 1981, the number of
foreignen enrolled in iwo-year avnoclate-degree programs in-
creased 34 percent. Currently, communily colleges enroll 45000
foveigh students from a total of about 10000 iduates and
the same Aumber of prajuate loteign Mudenby. b wally,
foreign stdenty® contributions are subsantial; for example.
1981 the economie valve of 367 forviga studenh to @ vingle
community college: was $301,286, and to the community,
$4.0138 533 (Blankenvhip. 1981). .

Many factors contribute 1 this growth in the comnunity colkege
enroliment of foreign sudents: lower tuition fees, lew wringent
adminioh requirements. wider ’ssrwhﬁal availahility, smaller
class size, and mwre individualized instaktion and counseling.
Aha, because few community collges have dormituries, forvign
stdents inually live in the community. thereby advancing theiruse
of Eaglish and theit involvement in the American culiure, Foreign -
student enfollment in community colleges is ireaving Mice mod
'ﬁw&i f stindents have a good experience here amd reommend us
i) . o

Foreign Mudents are coming here for their vnn benefit. We. in
1ih, may benefit hot valy Ainancially but ahw by enriching the
eucational environment ToF Aterican Mudenty and faculty. There

is pethaps ho more effective and alfevtive Wiy foF Ahwiicam 1o
: pereonully

=live i the world™ than to have the wirld repveiied
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bmxd trends whi mfm s, Grocnaingy the sexond
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wili jace faf L i SO € (1]
m«dﬁm&?@ far more Americans will have o be
mquhmmm“wnweduﬁma As corollaties, there will be

mobility and cooperats
pcoéuei&on“;n:mfwus immb&zn migr:}ion of labor=—
nvoly jons of people fssues mineral
rewcurces, environmental m?ﬁfcodnx

cducatots and government
visiting our ¢ol Thm visitors are attracted and
impressed with our know- whal aad kpow-how in lechnicall
mwmmwﬂmbn&\rmtwmof
community colleges have come from many countries; for example,
adekgamfmm:hel\oﬂeskmuwofcum afiera vist o
E’S Mmlk“ £os mmnm. that it \mﬂ mgsl pﬂ;ﬂ;\g
" aw ing ® mch tha W
the Chinese refrred 1o as *'the people's college t
From our invelvement in praviding ltfhniea! assiatance abroad
will alvo come Deulty and curficulum development at home. This
involvement will wg’mﬂwﬂmwfw limited we are ;&2

people i undertanding other cultufes and

than Eaglish. Tt is estimated that only one %iﬁ) native:-Born
Ammmunwumamw PfemCams
cxwm our coumry ‘“seandalomly incompetent” in
fmtgn Nmf“ only 1S pmm of Ametian high school

n from 4 in
1968. Auhuknxmuth.fnuthml o‘;
rmm any foreign w\g?c InTuction, Eoﬁ“ pmm u s,
™ in 1966 require foreign
knguage o W] 1981, p .

Cha"enpas and Hea nges -
Encoutaging responses have et the challenges fmm home amd
abfmd uﬁenhipmsemmd fmm the AA@C ffommm

samm lemh.pw&ni AACJ fmmwssm

and & member of President Yy Commission,

tml@“ pmgfmw ahd Mrvices mi:;?tsg'g Q:&@ Il!;epb in
. MV, »

ihis Ration are contronted with issues that transcend internal

0 Seal with theie Raucs, thea the communty h&m

Wummcmumm.mum
Mu%mﬂn%"‘l‘bl\mf :d‘ H0epes B
umltd‘! &mw im
M ) mmm

m
cfmoorﬂa in lntomluoml Education
Leaderhip fiom of commenity colleges has

miﬁemy with a speci

objective, The larpnt membenbip (abowt 30 )wﬂ:
Insermationali Losercultural Comortiom of the tepunin

1976, its monthly mewsletier, ) ship, and et

Collegiste Comortiom for International!
(NJCCHE), the Pacific Northwest Iniernational)
¢ation Consartium (PNILEC). and the Postwecvadary
Th:zm)mh membership
; ©

colke mhMCﬂ:fmmﬂmmm
Education (SCCIE), the Texan Cmﬁ College Comertiom
for International Education (TCCCIE). and the Cormmumity Col-
Clinel: ity el o TotEomes a5 Evpcilly copeeined
e

techaical assistance abroad. A useful
is Caridbbean Conference: Mid-Level Manpower icalt
Vocurional (Fersh and H s, 1932). Oai:

mithnnmh\\hkh

s X COMMUNILY " s participate
(CICHE): is nmgpmﬁm ve national associations of
which one is the

These consottia and others alio provide additional srvices;
almost all of them sponser annual of m-m)-

are open 10 all interested persons. For information from cach of
these consortia, write (o them al the addresses lisied afer e
references in this Review:

MovlngAhud Sources and Resources

; mﬁkg‘wsﬂmhi\e “’2@.'?.@

ei bappening. Fortealely, we are well &yeada
soufces and dwbmw uﬂl&m"&w&

resowmrces is AR, ;
tions and oFg: ons are more sources (mtituthons dnd
%wmﬂmm mka}“&mmm
and development of | edication i communty col:
kit “Ahmyeﬂm:lmmm;am _
Year is elearly dated but it is the moudl compre-

eamgam de

hensive ef m
|970, (Sharnon, 1978). In comral, & more

*|pternationalising the j Cotlege’’ Msm nd Emma
1943) provides a comprehemsive survey of
opment of international educition: aho valuable is its defintive
and carefully researched reference wction.

“Advanciag Interpational Education™ (King and 197)
conains 12 exays and a reference section wiitten m J2 A
mmymlmmumm 68 include fationsle, the col-
lwe 4R communit alizing the curviculum, safT re:

mmhlam 9 foreign Mudenty, Slale boards an)

i

hiviory and devel:

memr&
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