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A survey of spécial education class size completed by

70% of the states resulted .in tables depicting class size guidelines
for a number of types of handicapping conditions: hearing .
impairments, multiple handicaps,, mental retardation, orthopedic
handicaps, profound handicaps, serious emotional-disturbance, .
speech/language disability, and visual .handicaps. Some states %
reported a range of class size; with the lower . number representing .
younger students and’ the upper number representing older students. .
Average class size for hearing impaired/deaf was 8, multihandicapped

%

8, mentally.retarded 11, orthopedically handicapped 10, profoundly - :
handicapped 6, seriously-emotionally disturbed 8, speech and language
disabled 10, and visually handicapped/blind 8. The survey form is |,

appended.
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PURPOSE OF SURYEY S "-&?

»

To investigate states' special education class size guidelines,
where they exist. The Caucus hoped that the resulting information
would prove valuable in gaining a broad p1cture of the programs
provided: in speclal education nationally. - - '

. METHODOLOGY

-

The National Education Association, Caucus’ of Educators -

of Exceptional Chlldren authorlzed the 'survey at the National
Convention of "the N. E.A. in Los Angeles, July, 1982. The .
~request to each state director of special education was sent

ouf in August,. 1982 (copies attached). '

Seventy percent of the states responded with information on
‘thelr special éducatlon class size gu;dellnes; the 1nformatlon
they provided was recorded by category of handlcapplng conditions.
A summary of class size averages follows at the end of the
report.
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LIMITATIONS OF SURVEY
Although only 70% of theé states responded, no follow-up was

doqg. so there is no information onthe states not heard from.
The results from thls survey should be viewed as a "pilot survey,
The goal of the Caucus is to continue to do continued studies

~in this area y ‘ : “PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERML HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

7§5n%%4x4£om; .

TO THE EbUCATIONAL RESOURCES
\ INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."
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A Recommendod Specnl Education Class Slze Survey . .
| T 1982 - o | .
, NEA CAUCUS OF EDUCATORS OF EXCEPTIONAL CHILDREN o ] . )
- HI: hearing impaired/deaf ~ PH: profoundly hand1rapped --'
\52 mentally retaraed | o ° L2 spebtniisnaiage diomple SHUTbRE
OH: orthoped1ca11y hand1capped . VH: v1sua11y hand1capped
* CLASS SIZE RECOMMENDED FOR: | n o | |
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Where a range exists for ‘class sjze, usually the s
popu!ationsi with older students in the upper 1imij

Data was tabulated into
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t sized classes.

like categories as exactingly as possible.

mended size is for -the younger -

The averages, for those reponting class_ siz
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Seventy percent (702) of a1 states replied”to the
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

1441 East an!oy loulovnrd ‘s Alhambra, Callfornia 91801 * (21 3] 289. 7261
T 4 . L

August 12,1982

[

IS
[

Dear State Director of Special Education:
The National Education Association's Caucus of

Educators of Exceptional Children (NEA/CEEC) is

b3

conducting a survey of member states for information on -

t .

4 gspecial- educat1on c]ass sizes.

>

’ We would apprec1ate your t1me 1n comp]et1ng the

enq]osed‘ﬁurvey form and returning it as soon as

: : /
possible.

Thank you for‘your'contributiqn-to our project.

Please contact us if.we can send you any additional
. o '
information about our Caucus group.

v
L]

Sincerely yours,. ‘

Susan November
NEA Caucus of Educators of
' ” Exceptional Children

SN:eg
COp1es to Executive Board, _
NEA/CEEC ' . . »
v ‘
3 .
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. ' . Class Size Survey

2

Does your state nave recommended special education class -
size guidelines? . ' S
N ' i ‘.. : . e

Yes’ No

Comments:

//*

. What ‘categories of special educatidn.classes does your state,
utilize, and what are their recommended sizes? -

“CATEGORY o CLASS SIZE

-

»

T

N

[

~—

— —+ vy : —
Does your state have;géﬁuﬁiiions governing class size for both
regular.and spe'cial education classes? (A copy of your state -
regulations oy quidelines would be very heipful to us,) - -
Please returnf in the enclosed envelope, to: -

Susan November ~

N

NEA/Caucus of Educators of Exceptional Children

- % Lbs Angeles County Educatiion Asspeoi on :
1421 East Valley Boulevard B
Alhambra, California 91821

Augustwml982




