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Achievement Test Preparatian: A Year-Long9oal,

Not a Last-Minute Thought

M. Kevin Matter

Glynn Ligon

Austin Independent School District

Austin, Texas

Yearly administrations of 'a standardized achievement test are a

part of the educational process in many school districts in the U.S.
6

For many students, teachers, and administrators those testing days are

ones which must be "endured." Too often the tests themselyes are the

end - the evaluation of the student, school, or district. Too in-

frequently are the tests the 4Reginning - the basis for improvement of

teaching strategies and communication patterns within the school system

and between the school system end the community it serves.. The

Sytemwide Testing Program in the Austin Independent School District

(A1SD) Office of Research and Evaluation (ORE) has gradually developed

a process and support materials whereby the test administrations are a

tool for evaluation and also a means ofyinfarmiiiing, and in-

Vol-Viii-achers, parents, and the community in this part of the edu-

cational endeavor.



Test Preparation - How Much Is Too Much?

Standardized achievement testing should not be an isolated part of

the schooling process, but one important means of assessing how well

the school system (students, teachers, administrators, and parents) is-

providing its *udents with an educational experience. Many school

districts focus attention on preparing for the "test" during a rela-

tively short period of time immediately prior to the test administra-

. tion. This approach does not promote optimal understanding and use-

fUllness of the whole.testing process. The testing process can be used

to encourage effective teaching strategies and communication patterns

throughout the school year.

Students in AISD receive test preparation through the use of

practice tests and simple scripts on various aspects of testing (see

Christner, Matter, and Ligon, 1981, and Ligon and Jones, 1981). These

materials are presented.to students the week prior to testing. While

many districts provide this 1,evel of test preparation for the active

:Dticipant'ss-all the testing process, th students, few disticts have

gone the next step, that offrovidin pport materials for students,

school staff, or_parents to heiI6- make the testing process itself an

educational process. The following materials have been developed in

AISD to help provide for enrichment of teA ing techniques and im-

communloation pat -and-und rstanding of the school

system by the system staff and the c unit t large.
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Communication with Public and Parents

1., Public Service Announconents (RSA's).

Television PSA's provide the dates of testing and basic hints on

how parents and others can help students do their best during the

testing (see Attachment A). AISD has been fortunate to obtain the

services of the last twt state governors, city thayor, university

athletic coach, a noted universitS7 professor (Barbara Jordan),

a professional baseball player (Don Baylor), and a local T6adio

personality in making PSA's. These.are aired on local commertial

channels beciinning about two weeks prior to the first day of

testing and continue through the last test day.

2. School District Cable Television Channel.

AISD recently received its own cable TV channel. An Office of

Research and Evaluation testing staff member starred in a half-hour

tape, hosted by an elementary principal, on understanding grade

equivalents and percentiles. This tape was broadcast over the

district's channel several times a day (morning, afternoon, and .

evening) for a three-week period. The _elementary schools scheduled

staff meetings at their convenience to view the tape as an
/
inservIce. Since this Was broadcast over the cable, any Austin,

citizen who subscribes to the cable could-have watched the
et

_inservice.

The AISD cable channel also announces the testing dates and other

items related to testing on, information boards whi,sh appear period-
:

ically throughout the dair (see Attathment B).

3

5



3. Parents Role in Preparing Students fbr Tes.ting.

Test preparation is ot the sole domain of school personnel.

Parents are an integra sert of the.testing process, too. A hand-
.

out on the parent's rol) (Attachment C) was developed for distri-

bution at PTA meetings, etc., briefly describing activities for

parents to help their students at testing time and how to use test

information throughout the school year.

4. Test Brochures.

Each student tested receives a student/parent- brochure (Attach-

ment 0). This brochure briefly describes the test taken by the

student, reports the scores received, and describes the use of the

scores by teachers and others in the school. Brochures are

developed separately for senior high, junior high, elementaiy

(English and Spanish versions), and kindergarten (English and

Spanish versions).

5. School Board PPesentations.

Yearly presentations to the School Board provide an avenue for

public reporting of test results and a discussion of the influence

of programs and policies on achievement. The published school and

district summary ackievement reports are available for public use

at the School Board offae, the AISIII:professional library, and the

ORE offices.

6
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Communications with Students and School Staff

6. Teachers' Year-Long Plan.

The AISD testing staff subscribes to the idea that maximum benefi

of test preparation activities cannot be obtained unless these are

incorporated into regular classroom activities throughout the year.

Student and teacher test anxiety can be reduced if preparation for

the achievement testing is a year-long goal, not a last-minute

thought. A handout for teachers (Attachment E) lists activities
,

which they may use throughout the school year to improve ,.their

students' test-taking skills. .An all-purpose answer sheet (Attach-

ment F) is available to help students obtain additional practice
\

with a separate answer sheet.

7. Taking the Tests Seriously.

Sometimes students are required to participate in activitieskAth-

out much knowledge of how their performance will be used. This was

the case in AISD in the past with the high school testing. Now,,

AISD high school teachers communicate information to their students

on how the test results are used for student, school, and district

decision-making, stressing the importance of taking the tests

seriously (Attachment G).r,

5



8. Testing Calm lax.

Systemwide testing dates need to be determine'IMS the upcoming

school year, as early as possible and communicated to district per-

sonnel. This helps prevent conflicts with other activities and

signifies that testing is an important event whi,ch others must plan

around, not vice versa. In AISD principals, counselors, and

central-administrative staff receive a calendar (Attachment H)

providing the dates for drttrictwide achievement testing, special-

program testing (e.g., Chapter 1), and contact persons formthe

testing activities.

9. Newsletter.

The'testing program uses the Nuts and Bolts (Attachmept I) to keep

counselors and principals up-torda e on issues related to testing.

Conclusion

Mosyest preparation and information activitres can be incorpor-

ated into regular classroom activities. Parent/school/c unity.sup-

port for testing and a better understanding of test results are possi-

ble when the importance of testing is noted throughout the year and

when these groups know that they have an important role in the testing

process. The more'the community and school system understand the tests

and the testing process,,the better they can meaningfully interpret the

results and take corrective educational actions as needed.
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AUSTIN INDEp5INDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Affice of,Researchand Evaluition

TESTING PSA'S FEATURING GOVERNOR MARk WHITE

SCRIPT

As Governor of Texas, I need complete' and cur-gent information
before I mike a decision. -An important pieceL6f information for,
teacherso parent$, and students comes from the annual achievement
test-lepm our public schools. I want togpcourage all students
to be in school aad ready to take these t ts.,The results are

°important to all of liE

SCRIPT #2

Part of the responsibility of being Governor is to inSure that
Texas issproviding the best possible education for our children.
Annual achievement tests help us to maintain our quality of
education by.furnishing lialuable information about students'
progress.

Parents and students also have,a responsibility% Woet you help
us continue to make Texas a leader ia education by encouraging
your Children's best efforts during this important.achievement
testing?

SCRIPT #3

As vernorrof Texas, I know that our educational system is responsible
for raining tomorrow's leaders. Adhievement tests are an imiortant

sure of students' success.0

a.
It is only with..accurate evaluations that we can continue to implement
dhallenging programs ift our 'scflools. Won't you,help our future
leaders reach their goals by,endouraging your dhildren's best efforts
during their important -achievement tests.

sZ)

t-



AUSTIN-INDEPENDENT SCi0OrDISTRICT
Office of Research and Evalu,atilin

Script #2

Caption at bottom of screen

GOVERNOR MARK WHITE

Tag at end on screen

Voiceover at end

tz.

A

Governor White,PSA

Austin Independent
Texas Assessment

Grades 3,
February

'14

School District
of Basic Skills
5, and'9
14-18

. Austin Independent School District
Iowa. Tests of Basic Skills

Grades 7 and 8 ,'
Pebruary 15-17

Texas Agsessment of Basic SkIlls
Grades 3,
; February

5, and 9
14-18

Iowa Tdsts of Basic Skills
Grades 7 and 8
February 15-17

Airing dates

February 9-17; 1983

=

' show for
.3 seconds

shOw for
4 seconds

1

0

r
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AUSTLN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL'DISTRICT
e Offite of Research and Evaluation

TESTING PSA'S FEATURING DOWBAYLOR
-

CAPTTON AT BOTTOM OF
New York Yankees

SCRIPT #1

Whether your job is playing baseball, or going to school, we all
do our betewhen we are well prepared. Students in the public
sdhools soon be taking their yearly adhieyement tests. It's

importannio-r you to be in school and be prepared to do your best.
When your adhievement tests are given, get a good night's sleep,
eat breakfast, and be at school on time.

SCRIPT #2

As a p ssional baseball player, I must be prepared every t
I take the.11.seld. As-a father; I want to help my son be pre red

to do his best ia'Ahool. Public school students will soon

taking thAir yearly achievement tests. When the a evement tests

are given, be sure your child gers_a gpod_night's leek eats_
breakfag'p, and arrives at schOol on time. I'm goin to see that

my son does..

Is

Aft

1



AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office'of Research and Evaluation-

-%

Don Baylor PSA

Introduction

Here is Austin High graduate and member of the New York Yankees
Don Baylor speaking for , Austin's public schools.

On screen: .AISD seal or an AISD elementary school

Caption at bottom of screen

DON BAYLOR
NEW YORK YANKEES

Tag and voiceaver at end

Austin Independent School District
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills

Grades X.:.!6

April 19-21

1 4
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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office of Research,and Evaluation

'TESTING PSA'S FEATURING CACTUS PRYOR

SCRIPT-41-

We Texans are proud of many things. Here in Austin one of the
things we are most proud of is our publicachools. .These schools
maintain their excellence partp through yearly achievement '

testing. Won't you encourage your child to get a good night's
sleep, eat breakfast, and be at school on time when the achieve-
ment tests are given.?

SCRIPT #2

Students in Austin's public schools will soon be taking their
annual achievement tests. These tests provide current and
accurate information on eadh child's progress - information
important to you, your child, teachers, and school staff.
Please help your Child be prepared to to his or her best.
When the tests are given, make sure your child gets a good
night's sleep, eats breakfast, aad is at school on time.
Thank you.

SCRIPT #3

Getting a good education is important. One way that you, your
parents, and yoUr teachers can measure progresd in school is
with the annUal achievement tests. Students in Austin's public

schools will soon be taking these tests. When the tests
given; be prepared to do your best. Get a good night's slee
eat breakfast, and be at,school on time.

1



AUSTIN INDEEENDETT SCHOOL DISTRICD
Office of Research and Evaluation

!Cactus Pryor PSA

Tag and voiceover at end

(-

0 Austin Independent School 'District
Sequential Tests of Educational Progress

Grades 9-12
April 6 and 7

Introduction

Here is local radio and 17yersonality and author, Cactus Pryor,
speaking for Austin's public schools.

On Screen: an AISD high school or AISD seal

16
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A.I.S.D.
CABLE CHANNEL 8

CHARACTER GENERATED INFORMATION FORM

Date Submitted Character Generated Entry Date Date to ()Vte .

Character Generated
I0formation Requirements:
maximum 8 lines per page

maximum 32 characters/spaces per line

6

7.)

8.

Message to be Cablecast

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 -la__ 14 15 18 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 26 28 27 28 29 30 31 32

A c- r .e V E

Tow Ar --1s-rS 6 F A-St c S-ii-, S _

F EBRu pbrRy

S-r0 bFNTS S I4-D.0 i...1 : 71- 4 606b
NIG.ft -r1 s s" E-EP, E.- A-T ZREA-FAS fr)

A- T cc ii-bo L. 00 MIK&-. *,

Austin Independent School District
Media Production/Cable Television

'7

Approved By: AlS0 Building Principal
AlSD Cabinet Member
Jean NiPpee,-Cobidfintliir
0Scar Palomo, Senior Programmer

a



Versiiin en espaiia aZ otro lado

AUSTIN INDEPENDEN SCHOOL DISTRICT

. Office of Research and Evaluation

WHAT IS THE PARENTS' ROLE IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR STANDARDIZED TESTS?

. Know when the testing is happening,,

2. Know what tests or types of tests are eing given.

3. Show an interest by talking to the child about ---

a) when the testing is.

b) what the teacher has said about the testing.

c) whether the child needs anything for the test (pencils, erasers).

4. Emphasize the child's responsibility to try his/her best so the results

will be as accurate as possible.

5. Be supportive. Communicate that the test is important but not to

worry about it.

6. Understand that studying or cramming for a standardized test is not a

good idea.,, These tests cover many topics, and lastminute studying

will not help much4Pif any.

7. Have the child ready to take the test.

a) Avoid events that might upset the child.

b) Be sure the child gets a good night's sleep.

c) Prepare a good breakfast.

d) Be sure the child is at school on time.

8. After the test, ask how everything went. Tell the child that tests are

important and that trying his/her best is a good sign of growing up.

9. Look for the results. When they arrive, discuss thegl with the child.

Look for Ireas to be proud of and areas where the child might need to

improve.

10. Attend a parent/teacher conference.

SOME REASONS WHY ACHIEVEMENT TESTING IS IMPORTANT

1. Test scone's tett co,how much a student ha4 teaued comPated

to othet students in the same gnade.

2. Teachas use te6t usu.& ptan ins-auction. We want to teach

what students need to team, not what they afteady know.

3.. Out &hoot. Boatd uses test scones to decide how wett out 4choot4

au doing. Test scones hetp them decide whete imptovement is needed.

4. Test .sc*e6 in gtade4-S-12 ate u6ed to show which students have

tea/tried the basic skitts in teading and oath. Minimum coppetency

&vets /1u6t be met be6ote gnaduation.

1



DISTRITO ESCOLAX DE AUSTIN \

Oficina de InvestigaciOn y Evaluaci§n

LQUE DEBEN RACER LOS PADRES PARA AYUDAR A SUS NIRbS EN LA PREPARACION DE LOS
EXAMENES REQUERIDOS POR EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR?

1. Saber cuando los exgmenes se llevan a cabo.

3. Demuestre a su.niao intergs acerca de:

a) Cuando se dan los exgmenes.
b) Qug ha dicho maestra sobre los exgmenes.
c) Qug necesita su niao para los exgmenes (lgpices, borradores).

4. Explique a su niao su responSabilidad de contestar lo mejor posible para que los
resultados seen exactos.

na/5. Dele apoyo a su nil); comu' !'que1e que el examen es importante pero que no debe
preocuparse demasiado.

6. Estudiar a Catima hora pare 'Prepararse para los exgmenes estandarizados no%s
recomendable. Estos exgmenes cubren muchas areas y el estudio'a Illtima hora
no ayudarfa.

7. Prepare a su niao para tomar el examen,

a) Evite situaciones que trastornen a su niao.
b) Asegure que su niao duerma bien la noche anterior al examen.
c) arepare un buen almuerzo.
d) Asegure que su niao llegue a la escuela a tiempo.

8. Despues del examen, preguntele a su niao como le fug. Digale que los exgmenes son
importantes y que tratar de hacer lo mejor posible es muestra de que estg creciendo
y aprendiendo a tomar responsabilidad por lo que hace.

9. Espere los resultados del examen. Cuando lleguen, hable con su niao y dirfjale la
atenciOn a las areas en que puede estar orgulloso y a las areas en que puede mejorar.

10. Asista a una junta con la maestra de su niao.

ALGUNAS RAZONES POR LAS QUE LOS EXAMENES
DE APROVECHAMIENTO SON IMPORTANTES

1. Los tesuttados de toz examenes indican cuanto ha apundido un estudiante en
compa4aci6n con atm") eat/lc/tan-tea en et nasmo gnado.

;

/

2. LOS mdeott04 USdn ZOS teSULtddOS de tOS eXtiMene$ patalptaneax zu in4tAucci6n, Se
quiete enseat a t04 eztudiantu to que necesitan apinden, no to que ya 4aben4

3. La Junta DLtectiva (Schoot Boatd) utitiza tos tezuttadol pana estabtecet que tan
bien estAn nuestaas 6cueta6. Los tesuttados te ayddan a tos miembnos de ta
Junta Dinectima a decidin si es necesaitio mejonat tos pAognamas.

4. Los tesuttados de Zoz exAmenes en Los gnado4 .8-12 se usan pana sabet cuatez estu-.
diantes han adquiltido taz "dada blsicaz en te y matematicas. Los
enstucti.ante.6 deb obtenet a nivet minima de 'compete cia en tutu= y mateml-
tact& es zu g g



AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office of ,Pesearch and Evaluation

Year-Long Plan for Preparing Students
for Standardized Testing

There are some activities which teachers may provide throughout the,
school year to improve,students' test-taking skills--possibly even their
scores on standardized tests.

In AISD, the seven most frequently observed problems which students have
/'., with standardized tests have been:

s.

-Test Anxietybeing so concerned about their scores that
students function below their true ability levels.

CarelesAness being under motivated or having poor test-
taking ,skills.

- Confusion-cbeing overwhelmed by the unfamiliar proce-
dures and item formats.

- Polor Use of Timebeing too meticulous, not using time
to recheck anSwers, etc.

- Lack of Skills--being too far below grade level to have
the skills required to answer a reasonable number of,test
items. This category includes limited-Eaglish proficiency.

- Special Circumstancesbeing hindered in taking the test
by unusual circumstances (e.g., illness, noise from outside
the classroom, a defective test booklet, etc.).,

-.Handicapping Conditionsbeing physically, mentally,
or emotionally handicapped to an extent that a valid test
score is unlikely:

The real burden of overcoming these obstacles fa,lls to the teacher; however,
counselors, principals, resource teachers, and AISD testing staff ,can offer
Some assistance. Three problems--lack of skills, special circumstances,
and handicapping conditionsrequire their awn unique solutions; but, test
anxiety, carelessness, confusion, and poor'use of time,can be combatted
and rliduced by teachers who give students experience in achievement-test-
like situations throughout the school year. The key is not to allow
taking a standardized test to be a unique e perience.

Unit tests and classwork already occur in al teachers' Classrooms; con-.
sequently, if these activities can provide e rience and practice similar
to taking standardized tests, then students ma perceive standardized tests
as less threatening and less confusing without he loss,of valuable in-
structional timq.

21



Year-Long Plan for Preparing_Stu-,
dents for Standardized Testing

Page 2

The follawing characteristtcs of standa ized testpcan e incorporated

into unit tests and classwork.

A Separate Answer sheet

- A Wide Variety of item Formats

- Time Limits,(ffany students do not have enobgh experi-

ence with set deadlines for completing an exercise.)

- Multiple-Choice Items (Please, hOWever, remeMber that

exclusiye usdef multiple-Choice items does not allow

students the Challenge of total recall or of composing

and writing sentences and paragraphs.)

- Difficult Items (An average student answers correctly

75% of the items an teacher-made tests but only 57% on

the ITBS.)

These test-taking'habits can also be taught and encouraged throughout the

year.

- Leaving difficlilt items and working on easi , ones, then

returning to the difficult items.

- Going back to chedk answers if there is time available.

- Eliminating obviously incorrect Choices, then Choosing

an answer from among those left.

- Using information other items as clues to an itemts4

answer.

A study by the Office of Research and Evaluation showed that other test-

taking strategies were either of no help on the ITBS or were too complex

to be used by most students.

\



1:1

AUSTIN INDEPEI11DENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

DUARD ATI N :SINRTEEXA:HE ET

STUDENT NAM

TUDE-pl-T-NUMB

1 CD CD CD GD CD 21 CD CD CD GD CD

2 CD CD CD GD CD 22 CD CD CD eb CD

3 CD CD GO GD CD 23CD CD CD GD'

4 m CD CD GD CD 24 CD CD CD GD CD

25 CD CD CD GD CD

6 CD CD CD GD CD 26 CD ab CD GD ap

7 CD CD CD GD CD 27 CD CD CD GD CD

5 CD CD CD GD CD

8 CD CD CD GD CD 8 GD CD GD CD

9 CD CD CD GD CD 29CD CD CD GD CD

10 CD CD CD GD CD

ii cp-ceab GD CD

12 OD,C2D'ao GD CD

.1

13 CD CD CD GD p- 1

14 m CD CD GO CD

15 CD CD CD GD

16 CD CD CD GD

17 m CD CD GD CD

18 m CD CD GD CD

19 CD CD GD GD CD

30 CD CD CD GD CD

31 CD CD CD GD CD

32 GD CD CD GD CD

33 CD CD CD4GD cb

4 CD CD

35 d CD

360D CD CD 4C2 CD

Ilbsiii4;06D CD

380D CD CD GD CD

39(13D CD CD GD CD

41 CD CD CD'GD CD

42 CD CD CD GD CD

43 CD CD CD GD CD

44 CD CD CD if CD

45- CD CD CD GD CD

46 CD CD CD GD CD

47 CD CD CD GD CD

48 CD CD CD GD CD

..-----

49 CD CD CD GD CD

50 CD CD GD CD

51 CD CD aa GD CD

52 CD CD CD GD CD

53 CD CD CD GD CD

54 CD CD CD GD CD

55 CD CD CD GD CD

56 CD CD CD db CD

57 Cb (lb CD GD CD

58 CD CD CD GD CD

59 CD CD CD GD CD

20 CD CD CD CO CD N 40 OD 4i6 CD GID CD 60 CD CD CD GD CD

Number wronb

2 3

TEST
DATE
PE1310D

CLASS

61 CD CD CD GD CD

62 CD CD CD GD CD

63 CD CD CD GD CD

64 CD CD CD GD CD

65 CD ab CD GD CD

66 CD CD CD GD CD ,

67 CD CD CD GD CD

118 CD CD CD GD CD

69 CD CD CD GD CD

70 CD CD CD 9D CD

71 CD CD CD GD CD

72 CD CD CD GD CD

73 CD CD CD GD CD

74 CD CD CD GD CD

75 CD CD CD GD CD

76 CD CD CD CQ

.77 OD CD CD GD CD

78 CD CD CD GD CD

79 CD cri CD GD CD .

80 CD GD CD GD ap

Score

81 CD CD CD GD CD

82 CD CD CD GD CD

' 83 CD CD CD GDCD

84 CD CD CD GD CD

85 cD CD CD GD CD

86 CD CD CD aD CD

87 CD CD CD GD CD

88 CD CD CD GD CD

88 GD CD CD GD CD

90 CD CD CD GD CD

4

91 CD CD CD GD CD

92 CD CD CD GD CD

98 CD CD CD GD CD

94 CD CD CD GD CD

95 CD CD CD GO CD

96CD CD CD GD CD

97 CD-CD CD GD CD

98 CW1D,CD GO CD

99 CD CD CD GD (16

100 CD GD CD GD g1,4
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WARING YOUR SltOETS TO PE THE STEP

Why are students given the STEP?

The first step in the continuing process of impro ving eduAation for a

sgbppl disIrict, a schooli_or a particular student, is,to pinpoint

problem areas. StaVardized achievement tests such as the STEP are-use-

ful for this purpose. STEP scores yield an outline of how the achieve-

ment of AISD higkschool students compares_tatilmt_of_studentgLAcross the

country. This information is useful in several wayd:

t<inform student, and that student's parents, how the
studen performed in a variety of academic skills,areas,
compared.to students nationwide;

to inform a school of academic areas of relative strength and

weakness. This information can be used Jai sch29.1,.6,anning and

setting schol goals;

to iaform the,School Board of areas oftrength and weakness in
student achievement districtwide.c This information can be used

to make curriCulum and textbook decisions, and-in.setting dis-

trictwide goals and priorities. .

How can I encourage my students to take thTISTEP?

There are a few things you 'can do to encourage the studenti at your school

to.ake:the STEP:

Maintain a4positive, realistic attitude toward the ieating.

Taking the STEP can be tedious ndfficu1t, like a great deall

of otper school'work, but STEP scores re an important part off
the dtudent's records, the school's cords, and the District's

records. ,

When you have conta th paren let them know when the STEP

tests are givens/ lain to t tythe scores mean nd how.

they are used, encourage them t4 send their ch re to

school on those,d s. t

le,

. Work with your students on developing same gqod -taking

skills (see page 2). Encourage them to see eSi STP tests .a4

a challenge--an opportunity to see how well they can ..e.



What types of test7taking skitis dO stuaentsqwed?..1.

Students may need practice nar 'ng their answers-on answer Sheetssand
, working under timed conditions.' Here are some things.you can do to help:

A. Below is a list of tett-taking strategies. Discuss, these with your

students. Make a bulletin board display containing some of these
ideas:

1) tse blunt #2 pencils., They do not break as easilY, and it taked

fewer marks to fill the.bubble.
2) Mhrk only one answer per question. If the computer picks up two

answers for a question, it counts the question as incorrect.
' 3) Erase changed answers completely. The computer may pick up a

partially erased response as a second response to a question,

and count it as incorrect.
4) Every,fourth or fifth question, check to make sure you,L; o the

right nualber on the answer sheet.
5). Put the answer sheet right next to the column of questions you are

working on. This:helps you keep your place in the booklet and work

more quickly.
6) On the math sections, put your scratch paper under (or next to) the

problem in the booklet to work out the answer. Do not waste time

copying the whole problem onto your scratch paper. But remember not

'to mark in the test booklet.
7) The STEP is scored by counting the number of right answers. There,

is noseualty for guessf0g, so it is better to try-to sliminate at
least bne option and maielan educated guess at an antwer than to leave

it blank.'

B. Occasionally throughout the year give multiple choice tests, seatwork, oi
homework in a standittitzed test format. Use camputer answer sheets if

pogaible to give your students some practice with them.

C. -Time your:tests 6-t-heatwork to get students used to working under time

constraints. .

4

D. The attitude that you, Convey taward the STEP is important. If students
see thatAyou think the STEP is took hard, or not'important then they will
not take it ieriously and they may not do their best. P obably the most
constructive attitude yon can have is, "This test may be too hard (or too
easy), but it is important for the students to take it seriously and do the
best that they can.- This way their parents, nextyear's teacher,-the School
Board, and =zone else who uses these scores will get information that is
as accurate as possible.

2
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Testing Calendar
for 1982-83

"

Here is your 1982-83 Districtwide Secondary .Testingc

Calendar. For easy reference,keep:Vhis.jn a conve-
nient place. Contact persons for! the*r,ious.programs.
a.re listed at the'bottom of the Second,page. . .

. .

. .. .

DATES

August 23 - Continuous

August 23 - Continuous

September 17

November 1 - January 7

January 10 7 12

January,31 - February 11

February 14 - 18

February,15 - 17
4 -

Feb ruary 18 - 25
.

March 1 - May 13

March 7 - 31° ,

t*

1982-83 SECONDARY TESTING CALENDAR?,"

STUDENTS INVOLVEDACTIVITY

Language Assessnient
Battery (LAB)

California Achieve-
ment Tests (CAT)

-

Minimum Competecy
Testing

Minimum Competency.
Testing

-Minimum Competency
testing

Minimum Competency
Teiting

Texas seSsmentof
°. .Basic Skills (TABS)

;Iowa Tests of Basic,

Skills (ITBS) _

ITBS Make.f-Ups

Minimum Compeiency
Testing

Language'AsSestment
Battery,(LAB)

.

4

All students new to AISD who show a
language other than.Eng/i:sh on the
Survey of Home Languages

-

All newIAISD stildents with a non-,
English response on:the Survey of
Home_Languages and:a4Tnglish LAB
score dt or above the 23rd_ percent

. .

Senior.transfe $ from outside AISD

St

Special essions* (hicgh. 'school)

Tutorial testing** (high gthool)

Senior transfers.from outside AISD'

A

All grade 9 students (limited. special
'teducation.exeniptionA);OPtional for
10th 12th gra4e.students1:firo

. have-not demonstrated Mastery

_ .

'All graile.7 and 8 qudehts (linAed
opeCial education eRemptions)

r

brade"7 and_S students ,

,

'Special sessions* aligh school)

. :-

.A11 LEP pupils in g.radet
fled as potential tER exits:by the*r
ITBS:tbres -

44.



DATES .

April 6 - 7

April 16 and 2

May 2 - 25

May 16 - 20

May 24 - 26
III

*SPECIAL SES
a,

(AtTiVITY-

Sequential Tests of
Educational Progress
(STEP)

.P7Make-Ups4-

Language assessment
Battery (LAB)

Minimum Competency
Testing

Minclm Competency
Testing

STUDENTS INVoLVED

All students in grades 9-12 (limited
special education exemptions) -

Students in grade 9-12

All LEP students in grades 9-12
identified as potential LEO-xits
by their STEP scores

All tutorial seniors

Tutorial testing** (high school)-

NS-- Students may tttend if:
ve not yet met.the competency requirements in reading/math,

2) they are liot currently enrolled in reading/math tutorial, and
3) they have completed or are in the semester during which they complete four

semesters of reading/language arts, or have earned or are in the semester
_during which they complete earning two units in math. -

**TUTORIAL TESTING - Required of students enrolled in reading/math tutorial courses.

Program(s) Test(s) Contact Person Telephone

Systemwide Testing

MinimuM Competency

Local/State Bilingual
and LEP Identification

.

State Compensatory
Education

ITBS, STEP

Minimum Competency

....)

LAB, CAT

TABS

Kevin Matter
.

Kevin Matter
6

458-1227

458-1227

458-1228

458-1227

\,_...!--/) Jonathan Curtis

\ ,

Evangelina Mangino
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The 1982-83 school year is moving rapidly along!. Winter vacation is soon - which

means that spring achievement testing can'tape far away! We've had one plann g TINetiu

for this year's ITBS testing, which is summihied here. If you have unanswered qudstions
after reading this issue, call Kevin Matter Or Glynn Ligon at 458-1227. Oçhers probably

have the same questions.

Number of Test Adminis-
trators and Preslugged
Answer Sheets

_ Practice Tests

NOTES SUMMARIZING THE NOVEMBER 10 MEETING

Please.return the fo
indiCating how many
materialt you will n
lors, and other st
rTBS. Be sure to n
be preslugged=-advi

distributed at the eeting
ts of test administration
ed for your teachers, counse-
who will help administer the
e how ydiir answer sheets should
r, first period, etc.

The practice.test will be optionii again this year,
but reconnended for new students. If'you desire

copies of the practice test, please include that
information when you return the form mentioned above.

Draft of Test Results AOralt of the 1982-83
Brochure .)e-1.130.ts brochure has

return your c
OI by November 2

Report Card on Materials
Returned

.111

3.or 44gh achievemeh test

dis q:buted. Please review it
ents, tug./ tions, ideas, ett. to

This year we will e making Cho
conditions in whit their test mate

after the testing. As you realiz close
torprocedures for materials distribution, collect
and return results in a more organized, effective
2st administration, as well as Saving the Dist

d yo school yaluable time and money. We hop

-1;is,f dback helps improve future fest administra-
tions ak yourtchool.

are of the
s were retUrned

28 41:



ITBS Reports for 1982-83 The following junior high reportAill be sent after
th-tr-ITBS-admini-stratro, n.

'Alphabetic Listing of Students by Grade.
C4-copies)

ITB eports for 1982-83
(Conti

Testing Timeline for
1982-83

Special Education 'Student
Listingi

To
in

Percentile Score Rank Order Listings by Grade
for Reading Total, Language TOtal, and Mhth
Total (4 copies)
ITBS 'Gummed labels (. copies)

Classroom Skills Anal s S1mmari7i (l copy)
.

Science Couposite Score Rank Order Listing
(4 copies)

I.

assist in scfteduling, the following will be sent
early March:

Alphabetic Listing of 1981-82 Fifth-Grade
Scores for Students Assigned to their 1983-84
Junior High Campus (4 copies)

After the elementary Ins testing, the following
will be sent:

Alphabetic and Rank Order (reading, language,
and math) Listings of 1982-83 Sixth-Grade
Scores for Students Assigned 1983-84
Campus (4 copies)

Date

January 26

Week of January 31 -
February 4, )

-Week of Yebruary 7 -

. February 11 .4

February IS - 17
Feuary 18.- 25
Febrty 2S.:

Week of February 28 ,
, March 4 .

Activity

ior High BTC Meeting:
eteive Checklists/Materials

Receive ITBS Practice Tests

Receive ITEN5 'Answer Sheets

Receive ITBS Test-Booklets-

ITBS Administration
)rrss Make-ups )

Dec-fifer 'Answer /Sheets . t o
ORE;- Tist. Booklets Picked
UP

1TBS Results

_
_

We have sent each sChool three copies of -the 'Patti
pation in. Standitplited testing ',by Stiedial-SAUcation
Students: listingl Thi- litt-proVites---the-testing'
status of each special -education stUdent at yOur
e-Chool-,. at. -tleterMined -By the AO- COMttee. Since
the ARD .Coeenittee mside.thete .decisionS, any changes,,..__
will have-to go throligh:the coirkittee and he riported
to:ORE_On,a. scanner -doctiment,

29 -t
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Public Service Announcements

1,

We will be making new television public service
-anhouncements(PSAls) for this year's testing.
Please send ulnames'of lotal personalities who
would be approxiate for a junior high au4ience. .

Grade Equiva1.n Scores This year we will be reporting students' test scores
in both percentile rank and grade equivalent (GE)
scores to the schools. The label fot the parent/
student brochure will contain'onWReidentile'rank
scores.

1983-84 Testing ,Dates

Exemplary Procedures

zrors oh Class Lists
'from Data Services

A training session on percentile and gradb equivalent
scores will be arranged with each junior high in the

spring. You will receive details lqter.
,( -

'Tentative rTBS junior hig5 testing dates for the
1983-84 school year are as follows:

'February 14 - 16 (ftke-ups: February 17-24)

The Buil4ing Test Coordinators agreedthat these-wire
the best dates, even though Valentine's Day is.the
first scheduled testing day.

We know that each school has particular methods of
organizing the ITBS administration.- Please send us
your exemplary procedures (ones which really help you

get the job done effectively and ef iciently) so that
, we might' share them with the other s hools fa-heip

the administrations run even more VW hly.

4
ww.

Please be cautiossu in using-test scores printed on
olass lists sent out by Data Services. An error in
their programming caused '111T04 MT04 LT04 MT04" to
be printed for some students in the place of their
actbal scores or If they-lamllux scores. -4AE is

working with Data Services to correct their problem
prior to January, 1983.

Tr- , - =7_
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Iowa Tests of Basic Skills

Your Scpres In . . .
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You recently took the IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS (IT ). This
brochure is to help you ahd your parents understand why y u were
given this test, what your scores mean, and how the test scores will be
used to help provide the bestirrstiirdio-flaTprogram for you next year. If
you still have questions about your test scores after reading this -
brochure, please meet with your teachers or school counselor. They
will be happy to discuss your test scores with you..

YOU TOOK THESE 1TBS TESTS:

Vocabulary

Reading Comprehension

Language Skills
Spelling
Capitahzation
Punctuation
Usage

Work-Study Skills
V&al Materials
Refererice Materials

Mathematics
Math Concepts
Math Problems
Math Computation

WHY WERE YOU TESTED?

When we want to know how we are doing in anything, we usually find
something to compare ourselves torunners in training for the Olym-
pics might compare their practice efforts to wpdd-record time, dieters
might use a chart giving reccirmended weights for individuals of the
same sex and height. Testing 15 one way for you, your teachers, and'
your parents to know`how you are doing in school. The ITBS Is given to
students across the country. Your scores then help you know how you
are doing in acquiring basic skills in comparison to these students across
the country.

Your test scores will be used to make decisions about which reading,
math, and language arts classes would be best for you to take. For
eighth graders, these scores may mean that you have met AISD's high
school graduation minimum competency requirements.

Your ITBS scores also help the principal know more about how aH the
students in your school are achieving. Other administrators and te
School Board use the scores to help them understancithe achievement
levels of students in AISD as a whole.

THE &IOUS TESTED WERE:

Your knowledge of the meaning
of words.

Your understanding of what you
have read.

Your ability to recognize 'ap-
propriate spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, and grammar.

Yo'ffr ability to interpret c, arts,
maps, and graphs, and to use
reference materials.

Your understanding of mathema-
tical theory and you'r abihty to do
various types of problems.

34
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HOW ACCURATE ARE THESE TEST SCORES?
A

In most cases, these test scores are a good estimation of how you per-
form in schooi But these scores on y estimate hOw weti you have
learned the skills tested. They can be affected by a number of things,
such as which courses you hdve taken and how you were feeling on the
day you took the test

Test scores are one piece of information which you, your teachers, and
your parents should use to Judge your school progress. Many other
things should also be used to measure your success in school, such as
your grades, your enthusiasm for courses, and how-well you can use
skills you have learned.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
MINIMUM COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS

This settion of the brochure explains the high school graduation re-
quirements which affect you. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY. If you
have questions not answered by the information provided here, talk to
your school counselor

AISD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION
MINIMUM COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS

AISD has a number of requirements students must meet before they
can graduate from high school. In addition to earning the required
number of units of credit and passing the required courses,, two of
these requirements involve your ITBS scores.

Reading. Stuents will be required to demonstrate at least a
ninth-grade competence in reading or p.lace on file
a letter signed by parents or guardian acknowledg-
ing that the student proposes to graduate without
achieving a ninth-grade level in reading.

Mathematks. Students will be required tO demonstrate at least a
ninth-grade competence in mathematics or place
on file a letter signed by parent or guardian
acknowiedging that the student proposes to
graduate without achieving a ninth-grade com-
petence in mathematics.

AISD Board Policy 5127



HOW CAN YOU MEET THESE TWO MINIMUM COMPETENCY
REQUIREMENTS?

c.,e d'u have to meet these com etenc requirements is in
the eighth rade. If you are an eighth grader and your raw score for the
Reading Tot I is at least 61 and your Math Total raw score is at least 67
you have already met`t-he competency requirements.

IF YOU DO NOT MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS IN EIGHTH
GRADE, WHAT THEN?.4

You can also meet these requirements in high sehool by"making an
average ninth-gradt score on the high school achievement test given
every year. There are special high schtiol coiAses you can take to help
you meet these requirements if you have not met them by the time you
have taken your required language arts and math courses. Your school
counselor can tell you more about these courseS.

If yOu have not met the minimum competency requirements by the end
of the twelfth grade, you may stay in school until you do meet them, or
you may request that your parents or guardian give permission for you
to graduate without meeting them.

WHY'DOES AISD HAVE THESE REQUIREMENTS?

The minimum cdmpetency requirements were begun to make certain
that 'every student who graduates from an AISD school has the
minimum skills necessary to function in our society.

These requirements are the mimmum requirements in reading and
math. Every student is still expected to learn as much as possible. Most
Students will far exceed these Minimum levels.

Covet destign try Regmaid Stand it udent i8I11gh 5c-hoot Typeset and meted bystudents at Johnston High School
-
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WHAT DO YOUR SCORES MEAN?

You will tind s,our ITBS scores on the bottom of the next page. There are
15 scores tor tun'ior high students. These incluVe the totals for reOing,
language s s i

The ITBS is a standardized test. This means that eacfistudent who takes
the test recen,es the same directions and the same time limits. Because
the tests are standardized, we can make estimates about how AISD
students who took the test compare with students across the country in
the nationwide reterence group. This reference group is thousands of
students who took the ITBS in 1978 in each grade leel from all dreas of
the country.

For example, you can see that Susan Jones made a percentile rank score
QI 59 on the \focabulary Test. This means that she scored higher on the
\iocbulary Test than diq 59% of the students in Susan's grade who
were part ot the nationwide reference group Therefore, for eo,ry 100
studenb in the nationwid6 groupOusan's score was higher than 59 of
them

Cs-For each grade Icq el, a p_ entile rank score ot 50 is the middle score
tor all the students m the nationwide reference group. The highest pos-

sible percentile rank score is 99; the lowest is 1.

Susan's mathematics scores are marked with an "s- in the row labeled
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE. This S' means that Susan's teacher noticed
something dunng the mat4matics testing period which made her think
Susan's scores may not be accurate .. in this case, Susan lost a contact
lens during the mathematics tests and could not read well. The school
counselor has a record Of all teachers' reasons for thinking any scores
may be inaccurate.

..
4562103 Susan Jones \ 252 2/83 14 7 8 :

,

1TBS
,

%

..,
1,

59 SR, 5 46 79 4,12 49 57 56 62 58 1 5 5

.....,........

*These are agicable only in grades 4-6.
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-Percent He
Rank
Score
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95

90

YOUR SCORE'' ON THE
IOWA TESTS OF ; BASIC sKys

99 99

98

95

94?
98

95 95

70 4.70

60

50

40

30

20 20 20f
1 0 1 o = 10_

60

50

20

10 lo

5
-h---
- 2

Average

PASTE YOUR SCORES HERE

1

YOU MAY OrISH TO MARX YOUR TEST VORES ON Tilt GRAPH ABOVE.

ORE Publicatfon Number 82 32 36';


