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ABSTRACT ‘ - - ,
In early 1942, the "Pittsburgh Courier," the largest ’
black newspaper in the United States, began.its Double V campaign

- stressing the right of black workers to have equality at home when

blacks were fighting inequality abroad. An examination of the

"campaign, however, reveals that it was dead by the end of the year,

. while substantial gains by black workers did not occur until a year

- or 80 later. To discover why the newspaper dropped its campaign

.before it accomplished its goals, an examination was made of ?tl

coverage of black worker issbes in 1942. The analysis showed that

there was a definite shift in the nature of the articles over the

-year. In the first half of 1942, the federal government and the

military were criticized heavily, but the state and municipal .

governments and private businesses became targets of criticisms in

the second half of the year. This allayed fears of the Federal Bureau

of Investigation that the "Courier" was possibly seditious, it left

no doubt that the publisher of the paper was supporting the winning

gide as the war fortunes of the United Staiol changed, and it showed

the paper's appreciation for the efforts ol the .Fair Employment

Practice Committee to break down discrimination. (FL)
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‘Minorities Divigion

THE PITTSBURGH COURIER AND BLACK WORKERS IN 1942

By PAT WASHBURN "

ABSTRACT )/// \\

During World Wnr,tl,'blnck workers in thc United States made
: aigniﬁiéant gains, which werc trumpeted by black nowspapers. The leoader

in the drive for black rights was the Pittsburgh Courier, the country'a‘

largest black newspaper. In carly 1962. it began #ts famous Double V
campaign, which sﬁrcascd the right of blacks to have equality in the U.S.
when thcy were fighting 1ndqup11ty abroad. Thus, the war must bring '
victory abroad and yictory at heme.

In a study of the Double V, I found that the campaign virtually
was dead in the égg;igi by the end of the year. Most of the subatantial
gains by black workers during the war, howovar.‘did.not occur until 1943

'and 1944. ;hnt rosults in the queation of why the Courier dropped its

campaign beforo 1: aecompliéhcd its objeoctive.

This paper oxamines the nawapnpcr 8 coveragc of black workcfa in

1942, what tronds wore present in thc matorial and whether those tronds

corrosponded with the shift in omphasis in the Double V. The paper shows

that there was a'dcfiniéc change in the articles about black workers. In
. the fiest half éf tho year, the Pcdéral govornment and the military were

cricieizod hcavily; but the state and municipal g\ycrnmcnc and private

buginnaaca bocame the targot of critieism in the latter part of 1942,

" Thig allayed FBI fears that the Courier was %onoibly scditiéus; it left —-
no doubt that the black publisher of the newspaper was supporting thc
winning side as the U.S8.'s war fortunes changed; and it showed the papor's
appreciation for the offorts of tho Fair Emploggpht Practicc‘Commi:tce to

break down discriminatien. Furthermere, it was an attempt te improve

black morale.




. . -0

In ito final {ssue of 1942, the Pleesburgh Courior, tho country

largest black nowspapor with a national cieculation of ovor 200,000, -
noted in an editorial that "thoro ts still ;uch diserimination againste
. Negroes in 1ndustrf. dogpite tho protoata of colored poople and tho
hearings of the Falr Emplovmont Practices Committco. As the neoed for
more and more skilled labor growa--with the {ncroasing tempo of the wag=a\
the barriers that eemain w€ll bo lowered and may soon dtnapponr."l Tho
Courfer's look {nto the future was only partially correct. Few barrices
contronting black workers disappcared entively during World War II, but
blacks did make signlficant'omplnymuntcgnlno. Robert €. Weaver, who
roge to become head of the black l;bnf divtnlnn of the War Manpowor
Commizoton (WMC) during tho war, noted in l9é6 that blacks expoerfenced
more occupational {mprovementa botween 1940 nhd 1944 than {n the provious
. | 75 vvnrn.z ‘ )
These galnn n; black workers=-an well as the numorous {nstances of N
Job discrimination--were trumpeted by black newapapors throughout the war.
Although only one of the 135 black papers waa publivhed datly (the Atlanta
Datly World), they were a powertul {nfluence on the countev's almoat 173
‘mlllinn blacka. Tholr combided weekly cleculation roso from 1,276,000 {n.
1940, when ovar onc=thied Gf the nation's black familios took a hlack

newapaper, to 1,809,000 tn 1945. Researchers have oatimatod that botwoen

Po millton and 6 millton blacks read the newnpapers each weok with larpoe

3
Northern black papera, such an the Coutler, being read the moat frequently,

The Courfer wao the leador in the detve for black eighta by the
Jpress aince {t inftiated and apearheaded the war'o moat famous black iy

newspaper campaign: the Double V. Begun {a Fobruary 1942, the campaipn’

=.[‘.=,’
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stressed that biacka should havo the éamo rights as whites {n Amorica Lf {
thoy werae.going to risk thelr livos owfrsous fiphting totalitarian forces.
Thus, tho war had to rosult in both victory abroad and victory at home.
Tho Qéggigg wag sceking non=discrimination and oqual pay for black
civilian workors and an opoéing up of theo armed sorvicos to blacka. When
the war began, black men could not join tho marigon or coaost puard; thoro
were no black alre c;rpﬂ pilots; tho navy would accept them only as messbova;
and the army confined them to four unita. Openinga In the latter aeldom
oceurred.  Such disceimindtion angeroed blacks; since tth virtually could
not participato {n tho country's dofcﬁno. they folt llko.n@cnndavlnan
cltlzena. The Gourler conatantly remainded readera that fto Doubleo V
campalpgn wag at the forefront of a atruggle for otatua.a
In a recent atudy of the QQQ;[gﬁ;.l found that the Double V

campaipgn peaked 1n April and Mav of 1942 and was almost dead by the ond
of the vear, although the campaign'a thewes, soldom roferred to an the
Double V; lingered on {n the paper throughout the war. Frank E. Bolden,
who wrote gome of the Double V articles and {o the only qurviving newa

-
columnist oresmdwa editor from the quq&é('n 1942 ataff, atteibuted the
decline {n cmphanin on tho Double V in 1942 to black employment palng.

Among the most noteworthy wore! Black men were acceptod for the marinen

and coaat guard and they became ale corps plloto; thelr atatus wan

qurndod in the army and navy nnd'bv Novembor ghvv were fighting in the
i South Pacific and North Afrefca; black wompn wero accepted for the Women'n
Armf Auriliary Corps (WAAC); and both hlnck'mon and women got more and
better joba in dofonae plants, not only bocauso of government presours on

, emplayera but hvvnupo of a military drain on avallable white workerns.

"Thene pains showed good fatth {ntentfons by the povernment and other

1 e -
’ £
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people (thos® who owned war plants), and wo (the Qgggigg'a ataff) folt
wo should follow sutt,” satd Boldon.5

Moot of the gatins by‘black workors during :he’war. howover,
dccurred {n 1943 ond 1944, according to a Fair Employment Practico
Committoo (FEPC) roport {n May 1945 on non=whl£0 workora (blacks mado
up 96 porcent of thia group). Tho Committeo notod that less than )
p;rc@nt of tho workors {n firmo reporting to theo War Manpowor Commicafon
{n carly 1942 woro non=white compared to 8.) porcent by November 1944,
Industrieo In which largo numbera of non-whitos at least doubled botween
September 1942 and Novembor 1944 {ncludod: manufacturing, 436,900 to
873,700 (100 porcont {ncroaso); shipbullding, 62,600 to 177,500 (184
porcent); govornment, 24,100 to 131,000 (444 pércont); alrecraft
productfon, 38,000 tovlo9.900 (189 porcont); Gfdnanco aad acceasorion,
41,200 to 102,200 (148 percont); and food and kindrod producta, 29,600
to 55,700 (118 pormnt).6 Hiotorfan Neil Wyna notos that an oqublly
tmportant stat{otic was a decrease in the numbor of unomployod blacks
from 640,000 {n 1942 Lé 151,000 {n 19&&.7

The pampe patteorn waon evident {n tho navy. ﬂlheku {n that branch
of the armed oervices lnvrvanod from 5,026 (n mﬂdclg&; to 169,000 (n
.§mptmmhor lQh%.H Black gaino ta the armv were not an daprescsivo bocauae
that branch alroady had 99, 206 blacks at the oad of l@&i. In a year, tho
number had grown to 399,454 and there wore 694,818 on Juno )0, 1963.9

Therofore, the Courfer’s Double V campatgn, which prinarfly
eaphasized oqual riphto for black workern, wao virtually dead beforoe
blacks began wakiing oubatantial joberelatoed patno {n World War I1.

That resultn {n neveoral queastiona:

Although the Double V appeared frequently tn the Courler (n 1942
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(I found in my stud® that as much.as 13 porcent of the avatlable editorial
space was allottad te articles, photographs and drawings that mentioned
ft), thero was far moreo non=Doublo V ﬁa:ortal on workerg. What were the
. major tronds ia all wo;kor=rolacod étortoa {n thy (}ggﬁfg}lé'l9&2. and
why did they occur? »
Did some of the trends correspond with thoe ahift in emphanin in
the Double V?
- Do tho trends supgeat a need to revise Bolden's vnpl;nmtlnn for
why the Double V ended? [f so, what {o a more plausible explanation?

To anower these queationsa, I read all worker=related material

" » PO "

The Pittoburph Courlor was not the fireat black paper to try to
help black workeors {n a time of burgeoning joba. During the l9l00‘mnd
19200, when blacks strcamed north {n the preat migeation, black papers
workers by castng relocation problema. The Defender particularly
became famous for not onlv printing lettora dosceibing the North's
ddvantagos, but for running job adverticements, glving train schedulen
nnd‘tlckot prices, and weltigs articles on wheoro black migranta could
tind housing and on how they should act {n an urban aituation. One
hiotorfan summod up the Dofendor's atd to migranto by saving the paper

"provided a very good gubatitute for the knowledge which comes through
. .

trmvol."lo

In 1942, the Courfor did two of tho game things as the Detoender
more than 20 years beforo==1it ran numerous atoriea about Job openingn

and 1t advised workors how to act and drega on the job,  In noting a

ERIC - /
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wide variety of employment opportunities fg; both men a&d women, the
Courier did not confine itself to the Pittsburgh area. News stories
pointed out defense plant openings for women in Omah?i, Nebraska; doctors'
positions at the army's Ft. Huachuca in Arizona; shipbuilding jobs in
New Orleans, Louisiana; nursing.employmeng ip New York City; and
harvesting positions in Florida.11 In fact, there were go many job
openings in some flelds--particularly for stenographers in Washington--
that it was impossible to fill them with blacks or whites. The Courier
noted that this embarrassed bléék leaders who had‘geen complaining about
a lack of jobs for blacks. Whg{her it also embarrassed any white leaders,
parficulatly Southern Congressmen who attempted to fill all but the most
menial Washington job openings with whitéa. was not noted..12

wA controversy resulted over one of the job openings. In May,
the Courier announced that Sun Shipbuilding Co. in Cheét;r. Pennsylvania,
was going to build a separate plant that would hire only black§>(between
5,000 aAd 61000). The paper empﬁasized that this would end black
unemployment in Chester and would provide some jobs fof blacks who lived
in nearby Philadelp;hia.13 In a subsequent issue in June, the Courler
devoted almost a full page to the préject. even including nine
photographs, and the number of workers, who would have an annual payroll

14

N .
of $21 million, was incisased to 9,000. The paper algso noted that

69-year-old Emmett J. Scott, a Courier columnist and one of the cduntry's

-

”~

most well-known blacks, would be the. yard's personnel direé'l:or.lS

The National Associationy for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP), black government officials and the top educators at Tuskegee
Institute attacked not only Sun's obvious gegregation plan but the

Courier for gupporting it. The paper noted that those groups called
—ourier s

%
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Sun's plan a step backward, despite tho large number of blacks who would
be hired, because it would makoALc vasler to firo the bluck@?@t the eond
‘ o . W
of the war by cloasing down tho plant than {f blacks worked {n an integreatoed

yard.lb On the Courier, only influential columaist George §. Schuglor

criticized the segregated vard, and ho indircctly attacked the Courler

SR N

when he claimed that "even the most atuptd Aframerican van asoe the

of ouch a plan., "It must never be forgéc;unfrﬁar goprogat fon

dHaadvantages'

fo only a palltative, not a solution," wroto Schuyler. "It {avariably

)

worgens race reolatfons and wmakes the aubordination of Neproos to white

whima and prejudices moro permmnonc."l7 The Couricr also priated a

letter from a reader who wonderod {f the papcer was playing up tho Sun
story just to {ncroaace cbrculation.lB The Courior nover backed down,
however, trom {to support of the Sun vard. In an Aupust article, the

paper arpued: .
Whenover a Negro op a proup of Negroes can go into a project
« « + paln admiafserative and ¢xocutive oxperlenco, loarn tho art of
shipbuilding and manufacturing on a largo mass production ocalo, it
vhould be welcomed by ALL groups. . | . It moans that wo arc moving
a lttle further up the ladder of pracetical experionce {n buginess
training and are making somo flnmhcta! naina, too.

Repardlens of what {a oatd to tho contrary, wo will only succeod
by’ letting thioc white world KNOW that we have the nbfllty,'thm
training and the experionce.. The Sun projvct to a magnificont
laboratory, {f nothing more to pot that -tralning, oxperience and
financlal compenation. 19

The Courler wao equally forceful in advising black workers in
4 tatherly manner on how to act and dress on the fob’, and ong ward==
“"opportuntty"--appeared froquently, "Opportunity {a kaocking at, our

door," wrote Joseph D. Bgbb, another of the paper's nattonally-known'

columniots, {n January. He natd that {f blacks worked "atudlously and
assldaoualy” they would got "permancnt footholds" {n new and better

L d

20
tvpea ot fobo,

-
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But even Bibb admitted that it was simplistic to belleve that

e

mere hard work alone would get blacks ahead. Throughout the war, the

-

" Courier cautioned workers that they also must avoid being belligerent,

o

rude, careless and bumptious. Equally harmful was uncleanliness.

We want no more grimy, filthy defense workers of our race riding
on public conveyances and parading around in stifling, smelly work
apparel. We want them to wash up and clean up after the day's work
is done. . . . If we desire to break down raclal antagonisms and

override prejudices, we must do our best in removing as many
barriers as posgsible.

~

During the World War I many of us were reluctantly assigned to

work in high explosgive plants, mostly with TNT. We came out of

+ the yards looking like men from Mars. Our shoes were coated with
green powders, our eyelids were dusted with queer powders, our
skins were coated with all ‘the colors of the rainbow, and our
finger nails had turned yellow, but notwithstanding, we only
marched off of our jobs and crowded onto the street-cars as
passengers shrunk away from us with disdain and disgust.

Yany pleas were made for Jim Crow cars, but we loudly guffawed
and boisterously went our merry way. Prejudice mounted agalnst us
in northern cities, and after the war, when the war-time industries
closed down, many northerners sought to find plans to have us '
removed to the soyth again. . . . We want no repetition of this. 21//}9
In gtressing actions and cleanliness, the Courier noted that
blacks must not think of themselves alone--it was the progress of all
blacks that mattered. If one black worker made a poor impression, it
could result in other blacks not g@tting‘jobs. Columnigt Edgar T.
Rouzeau sald this was being "a traitor to the raclal cause."z2

The Courier constantly gtressed, however, that good manners were
meaningless {f blachi‘were denied jobs or were giyen only menial positions

: {
-

with little or no chance for advancement. There was no question that’
such digcrimination was nationwide as the Courier moted hundreds of
Ingtances in 1942: only one black professor on the faculties of the

New .York City colleges; no blacks except janitors at a Caterpillar

plant in Peoria, Ill.; whites imported from the south to work in ALCOA

10
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plants in Connecticut rather than hiring unompio?ed blacks living noarby;
only whltgs hirod as Red Croas aéc(al workers in Chicdgo; advertisements
fqr guards at an Oakland plant rvostrictod applicants to whites; only
whites mccobted ag offtcors on Liborty ships; and black beer truck
drivers fired fn New Orleans Fér not belonging to a unfon that rofuseod
them mumburthp.z3

There algo wore lettors from readeros deacreibing speocific acto of

diocriminattion. A typical letger was the following from an unidentified

writer lw'ﬂondorpun. Texaa:

We havo a branch of the Unfted States Employment Apency. White
people aign up and get pood joba, but when Negroes sign up thoy aro
forcod to take a Job in a private family for as low an $2 a wook,
and when they don't take {t thov are told that they will never got
another Job and they force ug to take {t. 24

Such letters did not appear often, but the fow that wore used did not
includo one of the comwon themes found in lettera in the Chicago Dofondor
durtug the great migration of tho 19106 and 19206: Como north bocause of
the wonderful Job opportunitics. Evenddf the Courtor did get such

lotters, thev would have been unnecessary becaune of the conagtant nowsn

ntorlea the paper ran on fob openinpga, which were ncattered throughout
w

The Courior made one dioccriminatory barrior a cauge colebre.
When the Japaneso attacked Pearl Harbor, !1 black mossboy, Doriec Millor,
carried Wio wounded captain to safetv and then fired a machino pgun at
enemy atrplance until he ran out of ammunitf{on. On Jan. 3, the Courier
revealed the tncident and blasted the navy for limiting blacks to sorvico
an monnboya; “Io 1t Yn}r. honeot wor gensible that thio country, with {to
~

fate {n the balance, should continue to bar Neogroos from nervice oxcept

in the mena department of the Navy, when at the first oign of danger they

11
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‘60 dramatically show tholr willingnosa.to faco dodth {n defepoe of the

Stars and Stripes?” tho Courior asked, 23 i

‘ .

Throughout tho romaindor of that wintor and the epring, tho Courier

presscd for Millor co'rccelvo tho Congroaaionpl Medal of Honpr. That

wag denied, but he did roccoive the Navy Céoao. his sorvice's ﬁighout
award, in May.26 The Qogr&ggj:%;}t placated. One week after Miller
received tho Croos, Schuylor dﬁﬁbd in hio front-page column why {t took

v
&2
five months for him to got a medal awd why ho wasn't brougt back to

N
America, like gome of the white heroes gt Pearl Harbor, to booat morale

and holb War Bond sales. '"But nu; the apleit of Jim crow atill rules {w

high places,” cald Schuylor. "It must be comforting to Hitler, Musoolint

a

and the Jupanuao."g7 In late July, tho qiggigg‘otlfl was geekdng the
return of Miller with antagonistic words: "The Navy finds Dorie Miller

too {mportant waiting table in the Pacific to roturn him go that his
. l ’
people might see hlm."88 Tho paper finally got {to wich when Miller

t29
returned hom on leave ia Docembor.
b
Such sarcagm became {ncreaocingly vitriollc ao the yoar progreaoed

and the Couricr realized that' even the war emergency would not bring a
quick end to moot diacetimination agafinat black workers, JBlﬁu termn
that wero fn vogue because of the wa¢, tho papor deU(xlbod hppongntu

0

" "Axis agento," and "saboteurs" and

of black progress as "quislingo,

30 .
accuged them of troason. ™ One of the moat sarcastl piecen ran fn

¥ | ; .
lato February: Vol . Y
b
DEAR WHITE POLKS: C =

a1
Wo colored folks wioh to extend our grncitJdv to vou, the monat
liberal vaco on ecarth, . . . - ~

We are a raco that {6 avid to learn, and we quickly maatered the
machinery of a locomotive as well ag the machinery of statesmanahip.
But, white folks, you telt politico to be rathdr atrenuous mentally,

-
’ VAR
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, B0 you dusted us colored folks od}_of office, and a lotomotive is hot,
-nasty work, 80 you turned that field of kabor over to your own men. . .
-In our sopargte schools,\we do not have the intricate machinery

yotir boys loarn to handld, for it is treoacherous,, and we might {ajure
«. our lovoly brown Fingors or wecoken our laughing brown eyes. . . . And
" 80, when WAR comes, wo do not know ' hew to man thcchnks. the, airplanca,
thé machine guns. . . and the e¢nemy’ swoops upon us and you, who love

the colored folks ag§gear1y. go out to battle and fight for 'us. "

While wo stay in the comparative safety of mess quartors on the '
ship, you are up .on deck dodging bullets from the enemy; while we are
.. in the comparative safoty (of) our own army camps, you are In the
© front iines dodging enemy tanks, or in the air eluding the bombs that
© rocket from his planes; and while ‘we are safe at home during a-
-blackout, .you are ‘on the turret, scanning the gk}un for danger.

> Y

Yéa,,whico Eolks.-you arce generous and we colored folks are

gratoful * 31
. o :

Tho paper singled ‘out two Southern governora.'Georgln'a'Eugana

_ . .
Talmadge nﬁﬁ%&}ubamu'a Fra Dixon, for viclous editorial attacks. In
' . - . \

(%9 March, Tulmqg%e criticized Atlanta's black teachers, who filed a apit
. Bt VA

7 . x '
to be pald the same salaries as white teachers. He said thoy did not
. , ,
o

deserve equhl_puy because they did not pay as much income tax as white

. : : ‘
teachers (he failed to mentton that the whitas' higher salaries were the

reason for them paying more tax) and their cost of lving was not an
high as that of whites. The Courter said such atatements "will doubtless

be applauded" in Berlin, Romé and Toyko. A week later, Taimadge lashed

out at the poéglbllity of blacks being pald the same as whites at a Bell

Bomber planc‘being buflt ‘in Mqriettd. Ga. He claimed tt would be a

A Y

V/mlstnke to pay blacks equally because-of "their low standard of living
e . ‘ :
“oand their low average of fntelligence." '"This lo a white man's war

- . _
ugninst'the yellow man . . . and this war can be won without the Negroes'

' said Talmadge. "The Negro has never done anything to helﬁ\develop

help,’
- L
America so why should he Qe given a chance to enjoy. the fruits ltke the
. 4
white man or be given an éven break?" The Courter was outraged and
& . )
s

- 13
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labeled him the "Fuehrqr.

-

32 Dixon angered "the paper in August by

\

refusing a government defenéo concruct/f}q 1 3/Q‘m11iion_yafﬂs of cloth ?

~ because it would have required non-distrimination in Alaquu'é mills.

Dixon, claiming that segrogétion was necessary in the South, concluded:

N owill not permit- the employes of the state té be placed in the position

where they must abandon the principles of sogregation or lose their jobs."
| w33 “ - -

' ‘ : } )

There was a subtle shift in the critictam as the year progressed.

: \
Schuyler retorted, "Hitler W11l hetl Gauleitor Dixon.

The amount never decreased but the target. changed. 1In the first part of

. ) -
1942, much’of the criticism was directed at the federal government and

the military, but state and municipal goverﬁments. along with private

businesses, took the brunt of the criticism in the lagt half of the year.

Another shift was a patriotic tonc which‘crept into the Courier
in the spring and continued for the regainder of fthe year, becoming

1:?renatngly obvious. 1t appeared on April 11 with a photograph showing

»

a blacw ex-janitor doing "a dance of joy" after being told he had passed .
his physical exam and had been accepted {nto the army:. '"He's ready Uncle

Sam," the paper announced {n words that would be repeated numerous tlmes

-

with slight vartnciona.jg The same theme was present on May 23 when the
Courier ran a full page, with nino pletures, on black {ndustrial workers:

These black men (in the dofonse planta) realize that they have as
much, or more, at stake than any othor group of pcople. They know
that democracy must uurvive.ﬁ They know that democracy {g thelr only
hope: And, because they are conscious of theqe things, they have

. rolled up their sleeves and are enthusfastically helping {n the
development of America's might. "Amorica fiest, last and alwaya!"
{s thelr song as they work In the arsenals of democracy. 35

»

,
Aldng with the shift in the target of criticism and the i{acreasing
patriotic tone, the Courier noted more and more black accomplishments an

the months pagsed. Seldom were these accomplishments nationally
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important--such as when®the Navy announced it would begin accepting blacks

for other poSitions besides messboys on June 1--but the sum total was -

. . .
. . { woverwhelming evidence that blagks were on the move upward.

The following indicate_the variety of accomplishments mentioned
by the Courier: Hugh Mulzac named the first black captain of a.Liberty

.

ship; an l8-year-old black ‘woman selected "Youth Worker Most Valuable

for War®Production" in the Des Moines area, which made her eligible to
4

compete for the state title; a mixed black-white crew at Carnegie-Illinois

. ) . . - . e A
Steel Corp. in.Rankin, Pa., set a company record for the amount of pig))

’
-

iron}turned'out in a month; George wﬁshington Carver announced that
peanut hulls, previous‘believed to be useless, could be used as a
fertilizer substitute for peat moss; black electricians at Tuskegee f
Air Bass wotked more than l.million hours without an gecident; a

black~owned aircraft:company produced the Wayne Glider, which experts
. : -

. %

called\{ge best training glider in the United States; and black women

‘hired as section hands for the first time on the Pehnsylvania Railroad.36

4
Accompanyin§™the stories on accomplishments were numerous statements

by the Couﬁier which emphasized that blacks were excellent workers. For

o

. : 'example, one article talked about blacks making "c;ack" soldiers; another

noted that black Army officers were "competent leaders;" and the story

about the Tuskegee electricians said that "Uncle Sam has a great army

of Yankee Doodle Tan helpers."37 *

4

Such praise particularly became pronounced in stories about black
| i -
women workefs. In the first half of 1942, little was written about them

and almost all of it appeared on the women's pages.38 But in the latter

part of the year, with black women enrolling in defense training programs;

getting industrial jobsand joining the Women's Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC),

v
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there was a noticeable increase in the number of articles, and they

appeared throughout the paper.
©

The praige was much the same as would-appear more than 30 years

o
later in newspaper and magazine articles when white.women began pressing
: for an Equal Righfs Amendment. An apticle about the WAACs arriving at -

Ft. Huachuca noted that "you can't call them the weaker sex. . . . They

are showing how well they can do their jobs, as SOLDIERS AND NOT AS

WOMEN " 3% Industrial workers received the same praise:

~ Women, no longer the weaker sex, have abandoned frills and
y ‘ ' furbelows for the more practical work uniforms, slacks and coveralls.
' Manicures are no longer important and necessary. There's a job to
- be done, and it's the women who are getting in behind the wheels of
industry and giving them a big push.

. .
No longer is the old saying, "Men must fight and women must weep,"

to be considered accurate and true. Our women are going to work,

and they're doing hard work and proud of it. 40

[ 4
. g
The Courier's new attitude in the second half of the yesr was best summed

up when a black &oman\gas promoted by Western Union in August from a

clerk's position to manager of a branch office. The paper said she "has

proven that women executives can do the job as well as men."l‘1
Unions, and the black workers joining unions, also received
‘ N
considerable attention from the Courier. The paper continually echoed
. T

a theme which was first stated by columnist Horace Cayton on Jan. 31:

"The only way the Negro is going to get a break from the entire organized

labor movement is to get into every union that he can and fight within

n42 Thus, the paper was elated in May when

that union for full equality.
the black United T:;Lsport Service Employees of America (mpre commonly
known as the Red Caps) voted unanimously to affiliate with the CIO.I‘3

During the rest of the year, the Courier ran numerous stories about g

Willard S. Townsend, president of the Red Caps, and accorded him equal

e e 16
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pfeminonco with A. Philip Randolph. pfcaideni of the AFL's Brothorhood of
Sleeping Car Porters. For oxamplo, both men wrote articles on the meoaning
of Labor Day and the papor usged cach story dcross oight columns on facing
pagoa in lurgn. bold faco cype.&a‘ ’ ‘ T \
Thero was no quostion that the Couricr favoreé tho CI0. Not only
- did most of the unfavorablo unioﬁ agorﬁés deal witﬁ tho AFL.QS but whan .
the pdpor conducted a poll {n Novembur on which union organizatton
dff@réd' Less to binckn. 72.6 pefcnni of the renpundonga sald the AFL.
"Tzi—blo has consiscuﬁcly wel(umod tho Negro in:o most of {ts luaals and
_one’ finds himoincuprﬂted actively into the affairs of that organization,"
sald the gggiggg, "Appruciugtun and approval for this. trend was expresoed
more and more as tho poll prpgreanoq."&é A month lator, in anothor poll,
the paper asked {f 1n59r cauged more war prdbl@ms for the nation :han;
industry and big buainosn‘ana 53.1 percent choso lgbor. "The AFL
received the llon's ghare of the crit{cism,” notod thd Couelce, not only
becaune of discerimination b§ ito‘locnl unions étfthe Katacr Shipvards in
Pnrtlnnd.Qur@.. but becauge the AFL reéently hndlvotod down a resolution
to create a committee to fight dlucrimtnntinJ.Ay The CI0, huwuvéé. had
formed such a cdmmitteu in Auguot and had named Townoend as one of {to
members., 8

In contraagt to tho amount g%ifton about unfons and union members,
few articles appearod on black agficulturnl workora. The ntories
genorally fell Lnto one of three categorien: some noted how the Farm

\

Security Administration was helping furmoru;“g othero offeored advice
("When people at Miloatdn Farms do get oick, they go to the doctor right
away. They know they won'g be latd up go long {f their allments uré

-

doctored before they got real bud.");so and a few praived fndividual

17
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farmers for forming co-ops or increasing harvest yields.51 Bolden wrote

one other type of article in May--he encouraged blacks to reverse a
national trend by're;hrning to farm labor-(betweén 1940 and 1944, the

percentage of black workers in agriculture declined from 35.1 percent

v

Here is the opportunity for a large percentage of the colored
population of this country to render yoeman service. . . . Now is
the time to put away the tuxedo and cocktail glass for overalls,
plow and trowel. Our future is before us and our . . . talents
and opportunities should be exploited to the utmost. . . .

With the Government eliminating the unfair sharecropper
practices . . .°we have every opportunity to make our stake in life.
. . . We are in a position to take advantage of a situation that

. offers us our best opportunity. . . . We should take advantage of it
because it is just like manna from heaven. - So, let's . . . give the
plow a whirl and build a future for ourselves and our cqyntry. 53

»

Bolden never heeded his own words, however. He remained at the
Courier and Was a war cofrespondent within six months.
* * * * *
My study shows that the overall articles in the paper about black
worke;s coincided in one way with the Courier's Double V cémpaign, which

basically emphasized non-discrimination toward workers. 1In all of- the

worker-related articles, as in the Dguble \Y storiesﬁ the criticism of the

-
L]

‘federal government occurred primarily in the first half of 1942 and then

tapered Off dramatically. While Bolden's explanation of "good faith
inténtions" by the goverﬁment is plausible when asking solely whyf;he
Double V viftually ended in 1942, it appears gimpliséic to believe tﬁat
it was the only reason for ail of the various t‘ends in worker-related
articles in the Courier throughgut the year. Therefore, it is necessary

to look at other explanations.

When the United States entered World War II, government officials

18
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began stressing the need of a united home front to ensure victory, and

the Courier felt whites could no longer ignore the issue of employment

’

the country's population im 1942, it appeared that they might be the

key between victory and defeat. Therefore,‘the Courier, which never

passed up é rare opportunity when blacks had an advantage, aECacked
worker discrimination vigorously, particularly in the federal governmgnt,
because it realized chat was where the quickest and most sweeping gains
might be made. But improvements for black workers evolved slowly and

the Courier became bitter in disbelief and turned to_sarcasm. The
bitterness was nevér more evident that in May when Scott wrote: "It ig
all too apparent that there seems to exist an unspoken, but neverthelegs
crystallized, feeling on the part of many that they would rather lose

w34

this conflict than work with men of darker hue. However, still willing

to take any gmall gains it could claw out of white America, the Courier

continued to encourage blacks to join unions, run numerous articles on

‘Job openings and tell blacks how to act and dress if they got a job.

The Courier's criticism of the federal government was viewed as
possibly seditigus by the Federal Bureau of Investigation's zealous
director, J. Edgar Hoo;er. who had digtrusted the black‘presg for over 20,
years.SS He initiated a large-scale investigation of black newspapers,
including the Courfer,56 and Bqlden recalls that the investigation was not
a secfet. He gsald the agents camé'to the paper in 1942 and everyone
considered them'"scared thte men, Hoover's flunkies." “They'd tell us
to shut our mouths, you're hurting the war effort, andee'd just laugh

517

at them," he said. Bolden and the others may have laughed, but

there was no question that the Courier was concerned about being taken

' 19
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to court and suppressed in the first half of 1942. A typical editorial

appeared in the Courier in May: )

A "sixth Columnist” 1is supposed to be one who says or write
anything that agrees with what Axis propaganda has said or which
may cause disunity, with government officials deciding the question
to their satisfaction. -

Of course this sort of thing can lead to the complete suppression
of all critical comment since it permitg of only one point of view. 58

Those moast apprehensive about the FBI's investigation almost
certainly were the black newspaper Eﬁglishers, a generally conservative
group that would lose the most E}nancially if the papers were suppressed..
They realized that an outspoken press w;s advantageous, and desired, by
blacks, but they also knew that the}e were limits to what the government
would allow in wartime. Therefore, black publishers, including the
Courier's, sought a compromise position from which they could continue
to fight discrimination while allaying government fears about sedition.

There undoubte&ly were other factors in the Courier'é shift in
tone in 1942. One of them was the countrv's war fortunes, which
improved dramatically during the year as the U.S. went onto the offengive
militarily. This began with important naval victories in the Coral Sea
and at Midway in May and June regpectivelv.‘céptinued with the landing
at Guadacanal in August and conqluded that vear Qith the Allied 1nvagiéﬁ\‘

. of North Africa in November. No black publisher would have wanted to
be known as not supporting'the winning side.

in addition, blacks unquestionably were impressed with the
determination of the Fair Employment Pract{ce‘Committee (FEPC) to break
down discrimination. The victories were small in 1942, but the fact
that the government was trying was noted in innumerable Courier articles,

such ag one which had the headline: "FEPC Chalks Up Brilliant Record

\

ERIC R0




During Year."  Tho writoe qocod that the committeo had citod 30 compadies

in {to first year of operation and predicted that "Exocutive Ordor 8802

(which establiched the PEPC) may in timo . . . beo classod along side the
59

Emancipation Proclamation." Although that was an cxaggoration, tho .

FEPC still was an outstanding cxample of tho govornment's "good fatth

{nteations, whiﬁh Boldea montioned.
. \

Therofore, probably for g combination of reasons, the Courler
switched the target of {ts celiticiom {n the latter part of 1942 from
the federal goveenment and military to atate and municipal govornmento
and private bunlncsbvu.60 This allowed the paper to keep readers happy,
since the number of worker=related articles did not docline, while
appeaning anxious government officiala. At the same time, and aloo ag
an act of appeasement, a patelotic tone crept into the paper with
numeroug asgurances that blacks were ready to fight for Uncle Sam.

The new tone aloo seeved another purpose-=1it was an. attempt to
improve black morale. Everyone agreed {t wao bad in 1942, and tho
government 'a Office of Facts and Flgures became oo concerned that {t
called agupvrlﬂl meeting of black editors {n Washington, D.C., {n March
to dlocuss the problem. "It {g amuaing to nee these people (government
offictals) so panfcky over a situation which they have caused and which
povernmental policies maintain," gatd the Courder. "If the Washington
pentry nr@h?gﬁQ; to oee Negro morale take an upthrn. they have only to
abolish Jim crowinm and lower the color bar [n every fleld and phane of
Amu;lcnn‘Jifo."ﬁl The paper never retreated from {to belief that the
poverament, and not the press, was to blame for bad bl&vk morale.

However, the Courfer wis concerned and Finkle points out that 1t

62
continually attempted to Igprove mirale. An obvious example wore the
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numorous storios about black accompfishmen:a. which proved that sofo
workcra<wéro succooding dospite discrimina{?fy barriors.

Two other trends in tho Courier in 1942--what was writton abou
black womé% and black agriculturatl wotkors==aredwerth noting. Tho
promineneo that black womon workors asgsumod 16 tho paper as the yoar
prugreaaoé was not surprising. From the papor's 6arliost days,

[
publisher Robert L. Vann established a tradition of changing positions )
quickly to uolzu‘ncw opporéuni:ien. He died {n 1940, but his wife
took over the paper and continued to operate {t in tho same mnnnor.bj
Obvhn@ly. the Courier felt that placing greéter emphasis on wamen workors
would cell more aewspapers, and {to clreculation rose {mpresolvely {n .
1942, It's unlikely, however, that the new cmphasis on women workers
.

was based solely on circulation. Even a cursory reading of the paper
indfcates that {t eagerly plaved up any black gaias {n 1942, no matter
how small, and {t would have been quite willing to bury the myth of
male dominance, at leaat temporarily, {f this furthered tho'bluvk
cange, |

As for black agrelcultural workera, the Qﬁﬁqtqg probably fpnorod
them simply hvvnum; ft felt the future of hlpvkn wans not {n agriculture
but in Induatry. TFurthermore, these type of stories would have boosted
cleculation very 1ittle. Thin latter reason cannot ba overatated==the
Courier wao the country's dominant black newapaper in 1942 but {t
continually gought to ride Gﬁb‘cirvulntlnn surge to even preater
prominence.

.
Overall, the ggggggg'o covorage of black workers in 1942 was

destgned quite oimply to help blacks advanco by uailng whatever

journalintic means worked==praine, celiticiam and narcaosm, or fatherly
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advice. Theee was no question that tho,papér viewod {9&2 as a pivotal
polnt For‘blacg workees. Bibb said te best in Oc:oborzc"whon tho war
endos tho colored Amorican wtll 50 better off finnnciuIIQ; spirt:ually-
and cconomically, War may bo hell for wome, but it bids fair to opon

, 64
up tho portals of heaven for ug."
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11500 the following otorfes in the Pletaburpgh Courfer: "Ted
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o
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. A e
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mfant that the average workdr would recelve $2,313 a year, but according
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did not recolve thic much annual pay unttl 1953, There fg no bvldunco.

however, the Courier cver queationed the company's figure. For a
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.
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- ’ . » . b
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4
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